3. The Right to Life
Violations of the right to life continued in Turkey on a systematic level in 1999. Extra-judicial execution went on. The number of political killings by unidentified assailants went down, but there was no development on clarifying earlier killings. Officials stated that the death penalty would be abolished, but no legal step was taken in that direction. 

Authority to use Arms, Suicides of police officers and soldiers 

Suicide within the uniformed forces were frequently witnessed in 1999, partly because of a low level of education, partly because of economic reason, but also because of the right to use arms. Among the soldiers not only those, who had chosen it as a profession committed suicide, but suicides were also reported from the compulsory military service. Most of them remained as allegations and the true background was not investigated. 

For instance, Yılmaz Başıbüyük serving in Doğubeyazıt district (Ağrı) died under suspicious circumstance on 17 March. His family was told that he came drunk into the ward, fired around and then killed himself by a shot to his head. Başıbüyük was buried in Siverek, but the corpse was not shown to the family. In the evening of the funeral the family succeeded in having the corpse exhumed and it was seen that his head and chest had been torn into pieces. His father stated that he did not get any report on the death and maintained that his son had been killed.
On 6 Nisan the corpse of İsmail Güneş, born in Malatya-Akçadağ in 1972 and serving in Cyprus, was handed over to his family with the remark that he had committed suicide.  Allegedly he committed suicide by a shot to his head. 

Savaş Çiçek (22) from Tunceli was extradited from the Netherlands in May, after his application for asylum failed. On return he was taken to do his military service. On 6 August he allegedly committed suicide in Kars-Sarıkamış where he was serving. He was said to have shot himself to the head with a G-3 rifle. After the family had received the corpse on 7 August they stated that it was impossible that Savaş Çiçek had created the wound on the left side of his head by himself. They suspected murder.

On 7 August Serhat Biçer (20) from Gercüş district in Batman deserted when he was on leave from his unit in Ankara after serving for three months. He went to his family in Antalya and told them he was under pressure in the military, because he was a Kurd. He had escaped because he could not stand the torture and injustice. Two days later he committed suicide by jumping from the 8th floor of a building. 

Süleyman Aksoy (24) conducting his military service in Gülhane Military Medical Academy in Ankara reportedly committed suicide on 12 July. His father Ali Aksoy said that his son had applied for asylum in the Netherlands and Germany, because he did not want to be a soldier, but he had no other problems. 
Mehmet Ruhi Emirkulu from Muş was doing his military service at a gendarmerie station on Hozat district (Tunceli). On 22 August he allegedly committed suicide. His elderly brother Ferit Emirkulu stated that he was given contradictory information on the incident. At the station he had been told that his brother committed suicide, when he was on guard. But his brother had just started his military service and would not have to stand guard. They had also said that he was only wearing a vest, when he committed suicide. He would not have been able to stand guard without proper clothing. The bullet entered from the left side of his chest and, if he shot himself with a G-3 rifle, as alleged, this would have left a big whole. Ferit Emirkulu also stated that an expert told him that the shot must have been fired from a distance of at least 100 meters. He added that it was strange that they were not given any personal belongings and that the superiors did not want to participate in the funeral.

Rıza Duvanhan, serving as a guardian in Sivas-Temeltepe Military Prison, allegedly committed suicide on 17 September, when he was on duty. The corpse and his belongings were given to his family, but not his diary. In phone conversation with his family he had said that a NOC frequently asked him to torture the prisoners, but he could not do that and did not know what he should do. 

Research into the subject revealed that cases of suicide increased during the last years and the professional group with most cases of suicides was the police. Ankara Police HQ started psychiatric advice seminars in 1999 for the 13,000 personnel. According to the statistics of the General Directorate for Security 12 police officers committed suicide during the first 6 months of 1999 and 126 officers committed suicide between 1995 and 1999. The HRFT found information on 12 cases of suicide of police officers in 1999. In some cases, police officers first killed relatives or acquaintances before killing themselves.

Retired police officer Muzaffer Doğan (55) reportedly committed suicide in his house in Bayrampaşa (İstanbul) on 15 January by hanging himself with the shoelaces to the window.

Nusret Aydın, working at Yüreğir Police HQ (Adana) had an argument with his wife Ayşe Aydın (32) on 19 January. He pulled his gun, killed his wife and the children Ersin (11) and Erhan (7) and afterwards committed suicide. Only Erhan Yiğit did not die.

On 25 January retired chief of police, Cemal Akduygu committed suicide with his pistol in his house in Bursa.
On 9 February Gonca Onal allegedly committed suicide, when she was together with her lover Engin Erdoğan, deputy commissioner at Edirne Police HQ. Erdoğan claimed that she killed herself with his official gun. 

On 4 March, police officer Şenol Buldu, working in Antalya, killed Zekeriya Şehoğlu by “accident”, when he played with his gun in a supermarket.

On 4 April, police officer Bayram Badem (34), working at İstanbul-Bağcılar Police HQ, killed himself with his gun.

Nurettin Kurt, employed at the Anti-Riot Squad in Ankara, committed suicide on 8 April after he had killed his fiancée Esma Kibar. 

A press statement of Ankara Police HQ of 17 June announced that Erkan Günaydın from the Anti Riot Squad committed suicide after a discussion with his friends. On 9 June he had reportedly been diagnosed as unable to work for 10 days.

On 5 July the gun of Murat Has, employed in İstanbul-Beşiktaş, released a shot. Murat Has was wounded to the head and died.

Erdinç Koymakçı, who had been appointed as deputy commissioner to the Narcotics Department at İstanbul Police HQ committed suicide in the hotel he was staying in on 14 July.

On 17 July NCO Bülent Demirtaş, working at a garrison in Amasya, committed suicide in the hotel room of Valentina Kovalenko from Ukraine, after he had killed her.

On 22 July police officer Murat Ülker from Ankara-Keçiören Central Police Station shot his colleagues Mehmet Ali Özbek, Gazi Kılıçarslan and Fuat Arık. Özbek died in the incident.

Retired police officer Adem Şimşek, who was paralyzed from his neck after a clash in Nusaybin district (Mardin) in 1992, committed suicide on 12 July. He reportedly received a very low wage for his invalidity.

Mehmet Cengiz, police officer for 13 years and working at Konya Feridiye Police Station, killed himself by a shot to his head on 8 August, after he had killed his wife Hülya and the children Faruk and Mustafa Akif. 

On 16 September, police officer Ali Kaplan committed suicide opposite of the police station in Eskişehir that he was working at.

Erol Ersan, working at the Directorate to Protect Sensitive Areas in İzmir, killed himself on 8 November with his gun. Reportedly he had lost his sister, brother-in-law and nephew during the earthquake of 17 August.

Erdinç Güven married in November after completing his military service. Two weeks after his return, in the night of the wedding, a MKE hand grenade exploded in his house in Yolustü village (Edirne) killing both Erdinç Güven and his wife.

On 8 December, retired police officer Hikmet Arıcıoğlu from Erzurum had an argument with members of the family. He pulled his gun, killed his brother Mustafa and his step mother Nuran Arıcıoğlu and wounded his father Mehmet, his nephew Ali İhsan and the bride Işık Arıcıoğlu.

3.1. The Death Penalty

Like in previous years, government officials announced that the death penalty would be lifted, but in 1999 no legal arrangements were made. The death penalty was discussed but not abolished. The discussion intensified after Abdullah Öcalan had been brought to Turkey and was tried with the demand of the death penalty. Despite international pressure, Turkey did not sign the Optional Protocol No. 6 to the European Human Rights Convention (EHRC) providing that nobody will be sentenced to death in times of peace.

During the İstanbul meeting of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) on 18 and 19 November 28 NGOs, including AI, HRW and FIDH, prepared a declaration stating that the death penalty should be abolished in all countries of the OSCE within the year 2000. A report on the progress should be submitted to the summit in 2001. Until the abolition of the death penalty executions should be stopped immediately.

The ECHR reviewed the application of Öcalan’s lawyers, which they had filed after the Court of Cassation had confirmed his death penalty, on 30 November. The interim order asked the Turkish government not to execute the death penalty until the judgment on the case. 

AI called on the GNAT not to ratify the death penalty of Abdullah Öcalan. Following the Helsinki Summit the European Parliament passed a resolution on 15 December calling on the Turkish Parliament to immediately abolish the death penalty.

During a speech Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit gave to his group in the GNAT he argued that the abolition of the death penalty was not only necessary in relation to the EU but also in order to identify centers of crime. He said: “People involved in dark acts, who have killed others, are captured abroad, but they are not sent to Turkey, because the death penalty has not been lifted.” 

On 17 December a list with 600,000 signatures calling for the abolition of the death penalty was presented to the chair of the GNAT. The list had been prepared by the HRA.
41 Articles in 4 laws, the Penal Code, the Military Penal Code, the Law to Prevent and Prosecute Smuggling and the Law on Forests, provide for the death penalty. In 1999 332 cases were launched under Article 125 TPC for “actions to separate part of the country”. In these cases 14 boys aged 11-14, 21 young men aged 15-17, 4 young women aged 15-17 and a total of 1001 men and 38 women were tried. In 78 cases launched under Article 146/1 TPC for “the violent attempt to change the constitutional order” 246 men and 67 women were tried. Cases under Article 450 TPC for “murder” increased. In 523 cases 5 people aged 11-14 (4 boys and one girl), 36 juveniles aged 15-17 (30 male and 6 female) and a total of 843 people were tried. 

Files waiting for ratification at the GNAT

	Seyfettin UZUNDİZ
	Robbery, killing and violation of Law No. 6136 

	Bekir GEDİK
	Intentional killing

	Nizamettin ÖZOĞLU
	Acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State 

	Yakup KARACA
	Killing with the intention to hide the evidence of robbery (Articles 450/9, 497/1 and 193/2 TPC)

	Mehmet Sait DAYAN
	Acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State 

	Halil YILDIRIM
	Intentional killing (more than one)

	Taner KELEŞOĞLU
	Intentional killing in 3 cases to hide the misconduct of duty

	Sinan İYİT
	Acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State (Article 125 TPC)

	Ali Osman KÖSE 

Rabbena HANEDAR 

Hasan ŞAHİNGÖZ 

Ali NAZİK
	Violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order according to Article 146/1 TPC

	Murat KATRAĞ
	Killing, robbery and theft (Article 450/7, 497/1-2)

	İsmail ÖZDEMİR
	Killing, robbery and violation of Law 6136 (Articles 495/1, 497/1, 450/9, 448 TPC)

	Coşkun ÖZTÜRK
	Killing three people under torture (Articles 450/7 and 450/9 TPC)


	Hasip Mehmet ATAY
	Rape and killing

	Mehmet ARI 

Ekrem GÖKÇE
	Brutal killing of more than one person (Article 450/7-9 TPC)

	Kadir ŞAHİN 

Mürsel GİRGİN
	Robbery and killing (Articles 479/2, 522/1, 450/9 TPC)

	Selmani ÖZCAN
	Violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order according to Article 146/1 TPC

	Aziz VARKAN 

Nadir ŞENOL
	Killing more than one person in a blood feud and violation of Law No. 6136 (Article 450/4-10 TPC)

	Halil GÜNEŞ
	Kill a civil servant on duty (Article 450/11 TPC)

	Erol ÖZBOLAT
	Killing a civil servant for ideological reasons and violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order according to Article 146/1 TPC

	Celal ATALAY 

Birsen GÜNGÖREN
	Killing and robbery (Articles 498, 522, 495/1, 450/9 TPC)

	Yaşar AKAN 

Cüneyt ERENGÜL
	Killing to disguise other crime (Article 450/9 TPC)

	Adil İNANDI
	Killing of more than one person (Article 450/5 TPC)

	Mehmet PESCİ
	Intentional killing (Article 450/4 TPC)

	İbrahim ÇINAR
	Hold captive, rape and killing someone (Articles 450/9, 414/2, 418/2, 430 TPC)

	Cemal ÇAKMAK
	Violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order according to Article 146/1 TPC in the name of TKP-ML/TİKKO 



	Kemal GÖMİ
	Violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order according to Article 146/1 TPC

	Burhanettin DUMAN
	Killing and robbery (Article 450/9, 479/1 TPC)

	Aslan KAYA
	Acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State according to Article 125 TPC

	Ali AZAKLI 

Mustafa NAMLI
	Intentional killing under torture (Articles 450/9, 497/1, 522/1 TPC)

	Ali SEZGİN
	Killing to disguise another crime, robbery (Articles 450/7, 497/1, 522 TPC)

	Çağatay ÇELİKEL
	Killing and robbery (Articles 450/4-7, 495/1)

	Abdurrahim AKALP
	Acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State in the name of the PKK 

	Mehmet FİDANCI 

Mehmet Sıddık BİÇER
	Acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State according to Article 125 TPC 

	Ali TEKE
	Violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order according to Article 146/1 TPC

	Yusuf AKBABA 

Türkan İPEK 

Mehmet DARGA 

Celal TÜRK 

Salih GÜN 

Zübeyir PAKSOY 

Yusuf ÇABUK
	Violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order according to Article 146/1 TPC in the name of the PKK 

	Mehmet BABÜR
	Cause death by arms (Article 91/4 of the Military Penal Code)

	Zekeriya AYDIN
	Killing to disguise rape (Article 450/9 TPC)


The file of Mehmet Yıldırım, who had been sentenced to death for acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State according to Article 125 TPC, was sent back to the Prime Ministry on 26 October. 

The files of Mehmet Nuri Özen and Hasan Aşkın, who had been sentenced to death for acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State according to Article 125 TPC, was sent back to the Prime Ministry on 5 October. 

Files at the Court of Cassation

- At the beginning of January the 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation quashed the death sentences of 33 people, who had been convicted in the Sıvas massacre case that on 2 July 1993 had resulted in the death of 37 people. The names of the convicts were: Muhsin Erbaş, Harun Gülbaş, Bekir Çınar, Erol Sarıkaya, Mevlüt Atalay, Ahmet Turan Kılıç, Kenan Kale, Harun Yıldız, Zafer Yelok, Yunis Karataş, Halil İbrahim Düzbiçer, Ömer Faruk Gez, Ali Kurt, Ahmet Oflaz, Ekrem Kurt, Erkan Çetintaş, Faruk Sarıkaya, Hayrettin Gül, Harun Kavak, Süleyman Toksun, Hayrettin Yeğin, Adem Kozu, Mehmet Yılmaz, Mustafa Uğur Yaraş, Faruk Belkavli, Ömer Demir, Alim Özhan, İbrahim Duran, Etem Ceylan, Vahit Kaynar and Turan Kaya. The Court of Cassation quashed the verdict on the grounds that the stamps in the ID cards could not be read and information on the surnames was contradictory. 

- The Court of Cassation confirmed the death sentence against Çağatay Çelikel, who had killed the women Gülcan Akgündüz in İstanbul on 28 April 1995. Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 1 had delivered the verdict. 

- In May the Court of Cassation quashed the death sentences pf Ethem Karahan, Abdullah Başka, Ethem Karakol, Abdülgani Onat and Tacettin Turan. Diyarbakır SSG had passed the sentences for activities for the PKK.

Concluded Trials

Hilmi Yaşlı, who had killed the woman Nuray Karabulut in Adana in 1997, was sentenced to death for the second time. In the hearing of 1 March, Adana Criminal Court No. 1 insisted on its original verdict. The first conviction had been on 4 June 1998, but the Court of Cassation had quashed the verdict.

On 16 April Erzurum SSC sentenced Hasan Ateşçi to death. He was said to be one of 3 PKK militants, who conducted a suicidal attack in Sivas on 29 October 1996. During the attack the alleged PKK militants Güler Otaş and Hacı Can and the police officers Rüstem Demirbaş, Ali Yüce and Adem Tut and the civilian Osman Polat had died.
On 20 May Diyarbakır SSC passed the death penalty on Şemdin Sakık, a leading figure of the PKK and his brother Arif Sakık, even though Şemdin Sakık stated that he was in disagreement with the PKK since 1993. The Court did not apply any rule for reduction, because of the intensity of actions the defendant had been involved in.

On 2 June İstanbul SSC sentenced Mehmet Güzel to death according to Article 125 TPC. He was accused of having collected money in the name of the PKK. 

On 1 November Ankara Criminal Court No. 3 concluded the trial in connection with the killing of Serdar Alten, Latif Can, Salih Gevence, Faruk Ercan, Efraim Ezgin, Osman Nuri Uzunlar and Hürcan Gürses, members of the Turkish Workers’ Party (TIP) in Ankara- Bahçelievler on 8 October 1978. The defendant Ünal Osmanağaoğlu had been caught in Kuşadası on 10 April 1999. He said in his final words that he was deeply affected for being on trial for massacre. Presiding Judge Mehmet Koçak presented the verdict and said that Ünal Osmanağaoğlu and Bünyamin Adanalı (he had been captured in late 1995) were sentenced to death seven times each. The court separated the case files of defendants arrested in absentia, Mahmut Korkmaz (he had been captured at the end of 1990 while entering Turkey, kept in prison for a while and disappeared after having been released) and Kadri Kürşat Poyraz. The charges against Abdullah Çatli, who died in the car accident in Susurluk on 3 November 1996, were dismissed. 
Trials launched in 1999 with the demand of the death penalty

In December 1998 the prosecutor at Ankara SSC indicted Abdullah Argun Çetin in connection with the killing of journalist-writer Uğur Mumcu. The death penalty was demanded according to Article 450/4 TPC. 

At the end of December 1998 İstanbul SSC launched a case against 15 people in connection with the explosion in the Egyptian Bazaar in Eminönü on 9 July 1998. The explosion had resulted in the death of 7 and injuries of 127 people. The death penalty was sought for the defendants Pınar Selek, Abdülmecit Öztürk, Alaattin Öğet, Kübra Sevgi and İsa Kaya according to Article 125 TPC. The other defendants have to expect sentences of imprisonment of up to 31 years.

On 5 January the prosecutor at Diyarbakır SSC launched a case against Abdullah Öcalan and some PKK executives including Kani Yılmaz, Ali Haydar Kaytan, Abdurrahman Çadırcı and Sakine Polat and demanded the death penalty under Article 125 TPC. The case was based on speeches on Med TV at a time, when Öcalan had applied for asylum in Italy.

On 13 January the prosecutor at İstanbul SSC indicted Veli Dikme and Fikret Kara in connection with the assassination attempt on former Mayor of Fatih, Saadettin Tantan. He asked for the death penalty since the defendants acted in the name of the Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party/Front (DHKP/C). 

On 13 January the prosecutor at İstanbul indicted Salih Mirzabeyoğlu (Salih Rıza Erdiş), the alleged leader of the radical Islamic organization İBDA-C, who had been detained on 4 January. He asked for the death penalty for the violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order according to Article 146/1 TPC. The indictment also sought imprisonment terms for Salih Mirzabeyoğlu, Saadettin Ustaosmanoğlu and Mehmet Fazıl Aslantürk under Article 168/2 TPC on charges of “being members of an illegal organization,” and for Hüsnü Göktaş under Article 169 TPC on charges of “sheltering the members of the organization.”
On 14 January a criminal court in İstanbul indicted Serdar Kaçmaz (18), İsmail Çolak (18), İ.A. (17) and S.T. (14) in connection with the rape and murder of the kindergarten teacher Serpil Yeşilyurt and the heavy wounding of her mother Hanım Yeşilyurt in İstanbul-Ümraniye on 4 October 1998. The prosecutor demanded death penalties.

At the beginning of March the public prosecutor in Ankara charged Kürşat Kıyak and Selami Saygı with the killing of Hüseyin Akbaş on 5 January. He demanded the death penalty.

In March Ankara SSC Prosecution Office launched a trial against Necmettin Erbakan, the Chairperson of the Welfare Party, which was closed by the Constitutional Court, and executive members of the RP, the National Youth Foundation (MGV) and the Independent Industrialists and Businessmen Association (MÜSİAD). The indictment accused the defendants of “carrying out activities to establish a state based on religion.” The prosecutor demanded the closure of MGV and MÜSİAD on the claims that these were “organizations bringing up pro-Sheria (Islamic law) militants.” The indictment sought the death penalty for Ahmet Tekdal, former Deputy Chairperson of the RP, and Şevki Yılmaz, Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan and İbrahim Halil Çelik, former MPs with the same. 

On 25 March the prosecutor at Van SSC indicted Adem Nikbay and Necip Kurtcebe with the demand of the death for being PKK members, who had planned a suicidal attack

On 25 March the prosecutor at Diyarbakır SSC demanded the death penalty for Fethi Demir, Firaz Turgan, Fatma Engin, Sevgi Demir and Ümran Turan for acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State in the name of the PKK. 

The prosecutor at İstanbul SSC demanded the death penalty for several people in connection with Molotov cocktails thrown at the Blue Bazaar in İstanbul-Göztepe on 13 March that resulted in the death of 13 people. On 6 April he indicted Metin Yamalak and on 30 April he demanded the death penalty for Ergin Atabay, Abdullah Günay and Azime Işık. 

At the end of April the prosecutor at Ankara SSC finished the investigation into the bomb attack on Çankırı Governor Ayhan Çevik on 5 March. He demanded the death penalty for Kemal Ertürk, Lale Açık, Nihat Konak and Bülent Ertürk according to Article 146/1 TPC. Şener Kökten, Özgür Deniz Demirdiş, Sevinç Güden, Selahattin Yurdaer, Murat Demirdiş, Turan Açık and Arap Deniz should be convicted for membership of an illegal organization.

On 15 May the public prosecutor in Kartal (İstanbul) opened a case against Murat Kurt for killing the teacher Hüseyin Ağırman and heavily wounding the student Şebnem Serttaş.

On 31 May the prosecutor at Malatya SSC opened a case against 75 people, 43 of them under arrest. They had been detained during a demonstration on 7 May in protest at the fact that headscarved students were not accepted to Malatya İnönü University. The indictment asked for the death penalty for 51 defendants according to Article 146 TPC. The prosecutor wanted 24 defendants to be sentenced according to Article 168 TPC. 

The village guards Cemil Kayıcı, Mehmet Kaya, Muhsin Kayar, Abdullah Yıldırım, Ahmet Kayar, Lezgin Kayar and Mehmet Varış from Ballı village in Şırnak-Uludere were indicted at Diyarbakır SSC under Article 125 TPC. 

On 18 June the prosecutor at İstanbul SSC opened a case against 12 alleged members of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Liberation Army of Turkey (TIKKO). He demanded the death penalty for the defendants Binnaz Demirbaş, Cem Demirbaş and Haydar Ceylan. 

On 29 June the trial against Hakim Yavaş and repentant Abbas Dal started at İstanbul SSC. The defendants were accused of having placed a bomb into a car park in protest at the abduction of Abdullah Öcalan. The death penalty was requested for Hakim Yavaş, who had been detained on 21 March.

In Bursa Mert Güven was accused of having killed his father Erhan Güven and his mother Mine Güven for money. The case was launched on 30 June with the demand of the death penalty according to Article 448, 449 and 450 TPC 

On 16 July the trial in connection with the massacre in Sivas that on 2 July 1993 had resulted in the death of 37 people continued after the Court of Cassation had quashed the first verdict. In summing up the case the prosecutor demanded the death penalty for 33 people for the violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order according to Article 146/1 TPC 

Özcan Agocuk was indicted on 14 July. The death penalty was demanded for killing his wife Nezahat Agocuk and Mümin Akar in İstanbul-Küçükçekmece. 

On 17 July Mustafa Yılmazel was charged with the kidnapping and murder for ransom of the child Abdullah Aksel in İstanbul-Kemerburgaz on 24 April. The prosecution asked for the death penalty. 

In June Ömer Toy allegedly strangled his son Fatih (11) to death. On 18 July the public prosecutor in İstanbul-Sarıyer indicted him and asked for the death penalty.

On 20 July the prosecutor at İstanbul SSC demanded the death penalty for Sırrı Usta and Ramazan Şevket Yılmaz. They were charged under Article 146/1 TPC as members of the Revolutionary Communist Union of Turkey (TIKB). 

Cevat Soysal, who had been abducted in Moldavia and taken to Turkey, was put on trial at Ankara SSC. The prosecutor demanded the death penalty on 11 August according to Article 125 TPC for acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State. 

For the murder of his brother Özer Demiralay in Adana Alkan Demiralay was charged in mid-August. The prosecutor demanded the death penalty.

On 14 August Zeynep Biçer was charged with the murder of Aynur Gündoğdu in İstanbul-Merter. He had to expect the death penalty. 

Nihat Akgün, a famous figure in the underworld, was charged with having order the killing of Gürel Aydın in İstanbul. He and the alleged killers Ömer Nadir Toksoy and Mahmut Kızıldil were charged on 31 August with the demand of the death penalty. 

On 5 September the prosecutor at İstanbul SSC indicted Metin Turgut, Barış Albay, Haydar Akbaba, Serdar Güzel and Murat Başusta. He accused them with the murder of 5 people, 3 of them police officers and to be militants of the Marxist-Leninist Communist Party (MLKP). The death penalty was demanded according to Article 146/1 TPC for the violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order. 

On 21 September Rahman Hafizar, servant at the Embassy of Bangladesh in Ankara, was charged with the murder of the Ambassador’s daughter Kısmet and his son Şirajus Salehin. The prosecutor demanded the death penalty. 

The military prosecutor launched a case against 5 NCOs and three civil servants from the commando unit in Siirt. He accused them in mid-September with having stolen arms and ammunition to sell it to the Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party/Front (DHKP/C) in İstanbul. The NCOs Necdet Kazan, Mehmet Akkaya, Erkan Baki, İlyas Baykut, Erdin Çapar and the civilians Mehmet Yılmaz, Hasan Akbaş and Ertan Öztürk had to expect the death penalty. 

On 6 October the public prosecutor in İstanbul demanded the death penalty for Bülent Baransal for the murder of Prof. Dr. Hasan Coşkun from the Medical Faculty at İstanbul University. 

On 5 October Mustafa Köprü was indicted in Adana-Yüreğir. He had been captured during a house raid, in which Murat Bektaş and Erdinç Aslan were killed. The prosecutor asked for the death penalty. 

On 29 October Cengiz Balık was indicted in Zonguldak. The prosecutor charged him with the killing of Şemsi Denizer, Secretary General of the Confederation Türk-İş and President of the Union Genel Maden-İş, on 6 August. The indictment demanded the death penalty according to Article 450 TPC. For the co-defendant Engin Girgin, who allegedly assisted the killer, the prosecutor asked for a sentence of at least 20 years’ imprisonment.

Zinnur Gülşah Dinçer, Ömer Çelik and Engin Arslan allegedly killed the young girl Şehriban Coşkunfırat in İstanbul “to sacrifice it to the devil”. On 28 October the prosecutor launched a case against them with the demand of the death penalty. 

On 20 September to mafia groups clashed in İstanbul Bayrampaşa Prison. Seven people died. On 3 November Hakan Çillioğlu, the alleged leader of one group, was indicted with the demand of 8 death penalties.

On 26 September security forces raided Ankara Closed Prison. 10 prisoners died during the raid. At the beginning of December the public prosecutor indicted 85 prisoners. He demanded the death penalty for Cemal Çakmak, who had been transferred to Burdur Prison, and prison terms between 12 and 47 years for the other defendants. 

The prosecutor charged 15 alleged PKK militants, who had been detained in November, on 6 December. He demanded the death penalty for Fuat Dolan (confessor), Niyazi Dolan, Aydın Çelik, Serdar Deviren, Salih Saykan, Özgür Azat İnci, Ayten Gülsüm and İhsan Altun according to Article 125 TPC for acts to separate part of the country from the administration of the State. 

On 20 December the police officers İbrahim Şahin, Ziya Bandırmalıoğlu, Arif Tütüncü, Sever Ulu, Ahmet Cemal Arslan, Ali Tunçbilek, Ahmet Faik Şahbudak, Osman Eriş, Erdal Akman, Şahin Arslan, Erhan Yamancıoğlu, Sami Çerçi, Alaattin Parmaksızoğlu and Mustafa Ordu were charged with the killing of Hüseyin Kılıç, Satı Taş and Ahmet Ercüment Özdemir during a raid on a house in İstanbul-Kadıköy on 17 April 1992. The public prosecutor in Kadıköy demanded the death penalty, but also asked to apply provisions for a reduction of the sentence according to the Law on Duties and Competences of Police Officers.

3.2 Extra-judicial executions

Incidents of extra-judicial executions during raids on houses and workplaces, fire opened at random or on disobedience to stop orders and killings after detention continued in 1999. During these incidents at least 63 people died. 

On 6 January the Constitutional Court cancelled the provision that was included in the Law to Fight Terrorism (LFT) in 1997 broadening the right of the security forces to use arms (See Annual Report 1997). According to this provision the security forces had been entitled to shoot immediately and on target, if orders to surrender had not been followed, the suspect tried to escape or intended to show armed resistance. 

The Constitutional Court also cancelled a provision in the Law on Administration of Provinces that had furnished military commanders with broad competence. The government was given time to fill the legal gap. 

On 16 February Hasan Özdemir, Chief of İstanbul Police, gave the wireless order to “shoot those, who participate in protest actions, to the feet and detain them”. The office of the governor in İstanbul ordered “to use legally possible harshest violence against all actions directed against the security of life and possession of our citizens”. 

No changes were observed in trial against members of the security forces on charges of extra-judicial executions. Many cases were not prosecuted and in some cases prosecutors refrained from bringing charges fearing for their lives.

One of these cases became public with the parliamentary request of MP for the DYP for Tunceli, Kamer Genç, on the killing of İnal Cila (11). Kamer Genç asked the Minister of the Interior to comment on the incident that had occurred Söğütlü village Ovacık district (Tunceli) on 25 September. The public prosecutor had told Genç: “My life is at risk. Therefore, I could not investigate the incident on the spot. The incident happened by mistake.” 

Interior Minister Sadettin Tantan answered on 6 December: “Units from 34th Division carried out an operation. The area with bushes did not allow for long distance sight. When sounds were heard from the bushes and it seemed that someone would come out of it, sergeant F.A. fired warning shots. As a result of these shots İnal Cila, born 1988 son of Cemal, who was grazing animals, was shot by accident. The public prosecutor conducted an autopsy. Based on the fact that the sergeant is a member of the security forces, the prosecutor decided not to be competent according to Decree 285 with the Force of Law (on the foundation of the OHAL governor’s office) and sent the file to the district administration council in Ovacık.” Tantan added that the family was given TL 750 million, 40 kg food, 10 sheep and one goat.

Trials on Extra-Judicial Executions

The Gazi Incidents

The trial launched against 20 police officers, who used their guns during the incidents, which resulted in the deaths of 19 people in Gazi quarter, İstanbul, in March 1995, continued at Trabzon Criminal Court on 29 January. Prison terms of at least 24 years were sought for the police officers for “killing without knowing the real assailant while exceeding the limits of self-defense.” Presiding judge Dursun Kaya Güleç disclosed that the bullets from the bodies of Fadime Bingöl and Sezgin Engin, who had been killed during the incidents, got lost under police protection while they should have been sent to İstanbul Forensic Institute. The accused police officers were: Süleyman Memişçi (superintendent), Ali Doğan, (security director), Adem Albayrak, Mehmet Gündoğan, Hamdi Özata, Hasan Yavuz, İsa Bostan, Sedat Özemir, Hayrullah Şişman, Metin Çakmaz, Yakup Murat, Uğur Duran, İbrahim Serdar, Orhan Durmuş, Mehmet Türk, Mustafa Keleş, Selçuk Biçer, Ali Ulukaş, Yetkin Korkut and Ahmet Türkmen. 

In the hearing of 5 March the disappearance of bullets was discussed. Intervening lawyers demanded that the evidence should be found and that the people responsible for the loss of evidence should be put on trial. They also demanded the trial to be heard in İstanbul. Presiding Judge Dursun Kaya Güleç disclosed that the court had written to Fatih Public Prosecution Chief Office to find the bullets. 
During the hearing on 9 April intervening lawyer Cemal Yücel complained that the trial had been continuing for 4 years without a result. Defense lawyer İlhami Yelekçi shouted into the courtroom that the judges should silence his colleague. This led to a dispute but no direct attacks. The court decided that Gaziosmanpaşa Penal Court should organize an on-site inspection.

Prior to the hearing of 14 May bodyguards of the defense lawyers İlhami Yelekçi hindered Faruk Aktaş, reporter for the daily “Özgür Bakış” and some members of the sub-plaintiffs to participate in the hearing. Intervening lawyer Remzi Kazmaz demanded that Trabzon Criminal Court should conduct the on-site inspection and not the court in Gaziosmanpaşa. The Court announced that the bullets had been forwarded to them from the public prosecutor in Fatih. 

In the hearing of 17 June the Court decided to compare the bullets from the corpses of Cemal Yücel, Sezgin Engin and Fadime Bingöl with the arms of the police officers. The on-site inspection was carried out on 2 July, more than 4 years after the incident. Gaziosmanpaşa Penal Court No. 3 had organized the inspection. 12 witnesses and the defendant police officers Sedat Özenir, İsa Bostan, Orhan Durmuş and Selçuk Biçer participated. The intervening lawyers asked the court to order the police officers to keep in the distance so that the witnesses could testify without fear. The Court rejected the demand, but ordered the journalists to stay away. Ali Şimşek, father of Dilek Şimşek, who was killed during the incident, told what he had seen. He said that a heap of sand had been in front of the Alevites’ meeting place “Cemevi”. He had been there. Towards the morning an armored vehicle had pointed light at them and later shots were fired. Mehmet Gündüz had been hit and fell on the sand.

Mahmut Türkmen and Hıdır Elmas, from the board of “Cemevi” related the incident in a similar fashion. Sevgili Kaya, mother of the killed Mümtaz Kaya, said: “Many uniformed and 3 or 4 plain-clothes police officers were there. The plain-clothes detectives had rifles and shot wildly at the crowd. My son and I tried to run away. My son fell right in front of me.” 

The testimony of the police officer Eftal Camcı was read out during the hearing of 16 July. He stated that all police officers had had rifles. The intervening lawyers asked that all rifles of İstanbul Police HQ should be inspected, but the court rejected the demand.

On 19 November the report of the Forensic Institute on cassettes and photographs of the incident was read out. The report stated that although one of the persons resembled the police officer Adem Albayrak by his stature and hair it could not be established with certainty that it was he, because of the poor quality of the photograph. Intervening lawyer Gülizar Tuncer stated that journalists, witnesses and wounded people had identified Adem Albayrak and even the prosecutor in Gaziosmanpaşa had said that this was the police officer “Adem”, when he looked at the photograph. She argued that the Forensic Institute was not objective after appointments made under the Justice Minister Mehmet Ağar. 

No further developments were reported from the hearing in December.

Anniversary of the Incident

In connection with the demonstration to be held in Gazi Quarter of Gaziosmanpaşa, Istanbul, on 12 March, on the anniversary of the incidents of March 1995 the police surrounded the quarter starting from the evening of 11 March, and detained reporters for Radyo Umut, Nurcan Aslan and Şengül Derin, Yön FM reporter Eylem Tepe and a reporter for the journal Halkin Günlügü, whose name could not be revealed. The police dispersed the people who gathered on the streets by opening fire into the air. A group gathered in front of the Cemevi and held the ceremony to commemorate the victims, despite the hindrance by the police. A total of 500 people were reportedly detained.

Mecbure Genç, Üznire Genç

On 22 October 1998 Batman Criminal Court acquitted the village guard Mehmet Seyid Acar from charges of having killed Mecbure Genç and Üznire Genç (both pregnant) in Eyromiye (Çargeçit) village on 15 May 1996. He said during the hearing that another village guard named Faik Alduk had shot at the car. Relying on the ballistic report the court acquitted the defendant. The Court of Cassation confirmed the verdict in 1999.

Sebahat Karataş, Eda Yüksel, Taşkın Usta

The trial launched against 22 police officers in connection with the killing of Eda Yüksel, Taşkın Usta and Sabahat Karataş during the raid on a house in Çiftehavuzlar quarter of İstanbul on 17 April 1992, continued at Kayseri Criminal Court No. 2 on 28 January. In the trial, the prosecutor requested the court to judge the accused security officers for murder, but to take into account the provisions related to “self-defense,” on the grounds that “they carried out orders and had to use their guns during the clash.” The trial, which started at İstanbul Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 2 on 15 June 1995, had subsequently been transferred to Kayseri Criminal Court No. 2 for “security” reasons. The accused police officers were: Reşat Altay (Political Police Director), İbrahim Şahin (Security General Directorate Special Operations Branch former Director), Vasfi Kara, Abdullah Dindar, Mehmet Şakir Öncel, İsmail Alıcı, Adnan Taşdemir, Ruhi Fırat, Aslan Pala, Mehmet Düzgün, Adalet Üzüm, Mehmet Baki Avcı, Şenel Karaman, Ömer Mesut Yağcıoğlu, İsmail Türk, Ali Türken, Yahya Kemal Gezer, Zülfikar Çiftçi, Sönmez Alp, Ayhan Çarkın, Salih Tonga and Yaşar Karaçam. No important developments were reported from this trial in 1999.
Hüseyin Kılıç, Satı Taş, Ahmet Ercüment Özdemir

A trial was launched against 14 police officers in connection with the killing of Hüseyin Kılıç, Satı Taş and Ahmet Ercüment Özdemir, alleged members of the “Revolutionary Left,” during the raid on a house in Kadıköy, İstanbul, on 17 April 1992. Almost 7 years after the incident Kadıköy Public Prosecution Office demanded that İbrahim Şahin, former Deputy Chief of the Special Operations Branch (defendant in the Susurluk trial), Ziya Bandırmalıoğlu (defendant in the Susurluk trial), Arif Tütüncü, Sever Ulu, Ahmet Cemal Arslan, Ali Tunçbilek, Ahmet Faik Şahbudak, Osman Eriş, Erdal Akman, Şahin Arslan, Erhan Yamancıoğlu, Sami Çerçi, Alaattin Parmaksızoğlu and Mustafa Ordu be prosecuted according to Article 450/5 TPC, which requires the death penalty, but the sentences be commuted, taking into consideration the Law on Police Duties and Competences. 

In the raids against 4 houses in the Anatolian side of İstanbul on 16 and 17 April 1992, Sinan Kukul, Arif Öngel, Satı Taş, Eda Yüksel, Sabahat Karataş, Ahmet Fazıl Ercüment, Ayşe Nil Ergen, Şadan Öngel, Ayşe Gülen, Taşkın Usta and Hüseyin Kılıç had been killed. 

Ayşe Nil Ergen, Ayşe Gülen

The trial launched against Ziya Özdemir, former Chief of Kadıköy Police, and 15 police officers in connection with the killing of Ayşe Nil Ergen and Ayşe Gülen (Uzunhasanoğlu) during the raid on a house in Kozyatağı, İstanbul on 16 April 1992, continued at Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 1 on 9 September. In the hearing, arrest warrants in absentia were issued against 3 police officers, who had not testified to the court. The police officers are charged with “killing a person not knowing the real assailant.” On 22 July 1992, an examination under the surveillance of a judge had been carried out in the house where Ayşe Nil Ergen and Ayşe Gülen had been killed, and it had been reported that no guns or explosives had been found in the house. 

Mehmet Topaloğlu, Besat Ayyıldız (Selahattin Akıncı), Bülent Dil

The trial launched against police officers Nurettin Bülbül, Haydar Erol and Suat Köse related to the killing of Mehmet Topaloğlu, Adana Representative with the journal Kurtuluş, Besat Ayyıldız and Bülent Dil, during the raid in their house on 28 January 1998 in Adana, on the grounds that they “murdered more than one person beyond intention,” (Article 452 TPC), started on 2 November at Adana Criminal Court No. 1. The family of Bülent Dil had filed an official complaint for the 28 police officers involved in the incident and a decision of not to prosecute had been given for 25 of them. Police officers Haydar Erol and Nurettin Bülbül were also prosecuted for killing Murat Bektaş and Erdinç Aslan on 5 October in Adana. 

The hearing in December was adjourned to February 2000. 

The police did not allow a panel discussion to be held at Adana Office of the Chamber of Electric Engineers (EMO) on the first anniversary of the killings. The EMO Adana Office was surrounded by the police, who detained the daily Evrensel reporter Kamil Şanverdi, the journal Kurtuluş reporters Murat Aktaş and Yılmaz Genç, and Kemal Gürsoy, Tekin Gürsoy, Murat Ercanlı and Ali Yüksel. The detainees were later released. 

The trial launched against Lawyer Zeki Rüzgar, who had lodged an official complaint against police officers after the killings, and against Ahmet Ergin, the editor-in-chief of the daily Emek which had published a news story on Rüzgar’s official complaint, and Halit Keskin, the owner of the same, continued at Ankara SSC on 2 February. Zeki Rüzgar, Ahmet Ergin and Halit Keskin were accused of “disclosing the identities of people struggling against terrorism,” under Article 6/1 of the LFT. Zeki Rüzgar, who was arrested on 12 January and put on trial on the accusations of “being a member of an illegal organization” under Article 168/1 TPC, attended the hearing. The trial was adjourned to 16 March for the compilation of missing documents. In the previous hearing held on 8 September 1998, presiding judge Orhan Karadeniz had reminded that the related article of the Law to Fight Terrorism would require a fine, and said that the trial might be concluded if Zeki Rüzgar paid a fine of TL 100 million. Zeki Rüzgar rejected to pay the fine.

In the hearing of 16 March the defense asked the judges to withdraw, because they were biased. In a separate trial against Zeki Rüzgar the presiding judge Orhan Karadeniz and the military judge Erman Başağ had withdrawn, but in this case they rejected the demand of the defense. Lawyer Ender Büyükçulha was fined TL 2.1 million for unnecessarily asking for a withdrawal. 

Mustafa Dölek 

On 11 February Ankara Criminal Court No.8 convicted special team member Samet Ağbaba for the killing of Mustafa Dölek during the raid in Küçük Cennetpınarı Village in Pazarcık, Maraş on 24 June 1995. He was sentenced to 1 year 1 month 10 days in prison, and suspended from duty for the same time. The court decided to reprieve both punishments, concluding, “he would commit no other offences.” Samet Ağbaba had been given the same sentence in the original trial that ended at Ankara Criminal Court No.8 on 11 May 1998, but the Court of Cassation had quashed the decision, because “the defendant had not been suspended from duty for the length of imprisonment.”

The case at the ECHR filed by Mustafa Dölek’s family, now living in Switzerland, did not conclude in 1999.

İrfan Ağdaş 

The trial launched against 3 police officers for killing İrfan Ağdaş while he was selling copies of the journal Kurtuluş in Alibeyköy, İstanbul, on 13 May 1996, continued at Eyüp Criminal Court No. 2 on 16 February. In the trial, police officers Birol Mıdık, Abdurrahman Yolcu and Aytekin Kayhan were charged with the demand of sentences between 12 and 15 years in prison for “killing deliberately without identifying the real assailant.” 

In the hearing of 19 April the request for arresting the defendants was rejected. In the hearing of 23 June intervening lawyer Metin Narin stated that the bullet shells, which should have been sent to the court, had not been received. This was needlessly prolonging the proceedings. He accused the police of mistakes during the collection of evidence and asked that an official complaint should be made against them. 

During various hearings the intervening lawyers pointed at contradictory evidence. The statement of the defendants, who said that there was a clash, during which Ağdaş was shot from behind and the report by the Forensic Institute stating that bullets were taken out of his heart and his left knee is one contradiction. Talks over the wireless indicated that someone was running away with a black bag in his hand. Nobody mentioned a clash on the walkie-talkie.

Süleyman Örs

The trial launched against police officer Sami Şen in connection with the murder of Süleyman Örs, a militant of the Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C), in Küçükköy, İstanbul, on 9 June 1997, continued at İstanbul Eyüp Criminal Court No. 2 on 2 March. In the hearing, the arrest warrant in absentia issued for Sami Şen because he had not testified, was lifted. An imprisonment term between 6 years and 8 years was sought for Sami Şen for “killing a person by an unknown assailant while exceeding the limits of self-defense” under Articles 448 and 463 TPC. 

Excerpts from the wireless conversation on that date that were presented to court are as follows:

“2540 speaking, central. This is the place of the clash. The colleagues have surrounding the area, but cannot move closer because of a high-voltage cable.”

Center: “8114, tell the colleagues that 4577 has forced the person into the coal cellar... some unidentified words... let him kick the bucket, center”

“... kill that rat. Son of a bitch. Take revenge for Adil...”

The intervening lawyers argued that the talks over the walkie-talkies revealed that this was an intentional killing. “Yet, the name of Sami Şen is not on the list of officers on duty. He should be arrested and the other police officers should be charged as well”. 

During the hearing on 28 April The police officer Avni Karadurmuş was heard as witness. He said that he did not hear any calls to surrender. He added that he had not seen Süleyman Örs after he had been killed. The court reminded the witness of his statement to the prosecutor, where he had said exactly the opposite. 

In the hearing of 12 July the police officer Ali Kasım Kırgıl was heard as witness. He said that they had been looking for a wanted person and had stopped Süleyman Örs on suspicion. Süleyman Örs had fired at them and started to run away. The last hearing in 1999 was on 29 December. Requests to arrest the defendant were rejected and the hearing was adjourned to a date in the year 2000. 

Hamdin Salgın, Gülistan Özdemir

The trial against 8 police officers charged with an "extra-judicial execution" continued at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 4 on 22 April. The police officers were accused of killing Hamdin Salgın (18) and Gülistan Özdemir (15) "without an identifiable perpetrator" in a house-raid in Fatih, İstanbul, on 17 April 1998. The police officer Ömer Duman was heard as witness. Duman said that the police officers "ordered the victims to surrender", but this turned into an armed clash. The defendants were: the Political Police Branch Assistant Director Şefik Kul and the police officers Şaban Düzer, Erol Tekten, Salih Palamir, Ahmet Toprak, Rüştü Güneş, Sualp Bayrak and Sami Şen. The intervening lawyers asked that Gülseren Özdemir, imprisoned in Ümraniye Prison, should be heard as witness.

Gülseren Özdemir, on trial as PKK member with the demand of the death penalty according to Article 125 TPC, stated in the hearing of her case at İstanbul SSC on 24 June that her 15-year old sister was killed in her place. (
)
In the hearing of 14 September the police officer İ.K. was heard as witness. He said that he did not remember anything. Intervening lawyer Eren Keskin reacted by saying that there was no need to listen to further witnesses, because they would not remember anything. The court followed her request.

On 16 November the court followed the argument of the prosecutor who had summed up the case by saying that the police acted in self-defense, and acquitted the defendants. 

Veysi Özel 

On 14 May the family of Veysi Özel (13), who had been killed near Çardaklı (Çema) village in Hani district (Diyarbakır) on 17 November 1994 appealed to the ECHR. Mecail Özel, uncle of Veysi Özel stated that they had appealed because their case at Diyarbakır Administrative Court had only reached the stage of appointing an expert after more than 4.5 years 

Fuat Erdoğan, Elmas Yalçın, İsmet Erdoğan

The trial launched against 5 police officers for killing lawyer Fuat Erdoğan, İsmet Erdoğan and Elmas Yalçın during the raid against a cafeteria in Beşiktaş, İstanbul, on 28 September 1994, continued at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 5 on 13 September. The police officer Hilmi Kalaycı, Şefik Kul, Mustafa Karabulut and Ramazan Ayan were charged with killing more than one person without an identifiable assailant according to Articles 450/5, 463 and 281 TPC. The trial was to continue in 2000. The case against the police officer Mehmet Baki Avcı was dropped, due his death on 14 October 1994.

Nabi Akyürek, Selma Çıtak, Mehmet Salgın, Sabri Atılmış, Hasan Kasa

The trial launched against 9 security officers who had participated in the raid against a cafeteria in Perpa Business Center in Okmeydanı, İstanbul, on 13 August 1993, during which 5 persons, Selma Çıtak, Mehmet Salgın, Sabri Atılmış, Hasan Kasa and Nabi Akyürek, had been killed, continued at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 7 on 18 May. In the trial, imprisonment terms up to 30 years were sought for the police officers on charges of “killing persons without an identifiable assailant while exceeding the limits of self-defense.” The names of the police officers were: Ercüment Yılmaz (İstanbul Political Police Deputy Director), Ali Çetkin (Security Chief), Hasan Erdoğan (Superintendent), Hüseyin Doğrul, Ömer Kaplan, Ayhan Çarkın, Ayhan Özkan, Selim Kestik and Kadir Uçar. 

The trial ended on 21 December. İstanbul Criminal Court No. 7 acquitted Ercüment Yılmaz, Ali Çetkin Hasan Erdoğan and Kadir Uçar on the grounds that “they did not use their guns during the incident.” The court decided on the death penalty for Ayhan Çarkın (a defendant in the Susurluk case), Hüseyin Doğrul, Ömer Kaplan, Ayhan Özkan and Selim Kestik on charges of “intentional murder” under Article 450/5 TPC. The death penalty was then converted to 8 years imprisonment sentence under Article 50 TPC that reduces the death penalty given to persons “for exceeding the limits of duty determined by law or an authorized organ.” This sentence was further reduced to 3 years 10 months and 20 days in prison on the grounds that “the crime was committed on duty,” and that “the assailant was not known.” Lawyer Metin Narin from the People’s Law Office pointing out that during 6 years only 5 witnesses and 9 defendants were heard and added that although journalists had listened to 6 eye witnesses in just one week after the incident, these witnesses had not testified. 

Murat Can, Alpay Denizhan

Şişli (İstanbul) Public Prosecution Office launched a trial against police officers, who killed Murat Can (Çam) (21) and Alpay Denizhan (22) in Kağıthane, İstanbul, on 12 March 1998. It was initially claimed that “the two persons died in a traffic crash while they were running away from the police with the car they had stolen,” but it was later revealed that they had been shot dead. The trial against 2 police officers was to be heard at İstanbul Criminal Court. Uğur Taşdemir, one of the police officers from İstanbul Kağıthane Police HQ, was charged with “murder,” whereas Mehmet Çıplak was charged with “an act beyond intention.” 

Volkan Koç

The trial launched against police officer Adil Kökkaya for killing a youth named Volkan Koç (18) in Dolapdere Quarter of İstanbul on 4 December 1998 on the grounds that “he disobeyed the stop warning,” continued at Beyoğlu Criminal Court No. 1 throughout 1999. In the hearing of 27 April, Volkan Koç’s fiancée Arzu Kocadinç stated that Adil Kökkaya had not told the truth when testifying, “He tried to stab me with a knife. And I opened fire into the air, but I shot him accidentally.” The family of Volkan Koç said in the hearing that police officers had come to their house and threatened them in order to avoid them testifying in the trial as witnesses. 

In another hearing the witness Mertan Sessiz that the police officers had conducted an ID check and wanted to handcuff them. Volkan Koç refused and started to walk away. At this moment Adil Gökkaya shot at him and hit him to the heart.

Utku Topçuoğlu

On 24 May İzmir Criminal Court No. 3 sentenced the police officer Haluk Seren to 2 years, 4 months’ imprisonment and the fine of TL 860 million. In 1997 Haluk Seren had clashed with Hacı Fındık, suspected of theft. Fındık had been wounded but the passer-by Utku Topçuoğlu was killed and the passer-by Nazmi Nalcı was injured. 
Tayyip Üzüm

On 17 February the trial against the soldier Bilal Payam that had started in 1998 concluded. The case had been opened for the killing of the worker Tayyip Üzüm in Bodrum on 19 October 1997. Muğla Criminal Court sentenced Bilal Payam to 1 year, 1 month and 10 days’ imprisonment for having shot at the victim with the intention of injuring him. 
Killings in 1999 

Yılmaz Elüstü, Mehmet Elüstü

In Cumhuriyet quarter of Genç, Bingöl, two youngsters, Yılmaz Elüstü (17) and Mehmet Elüstü (19), were killed by some members of the special team and police officers on 17 April, in the evening. The youngsters were reportedly relatives of Republican People’s Party (CHP) Genç District Organization Chairperson Mesut Değer and were distributing ballot papers to the houses for the election of the headman. The HQ of HADEP stated that the security forces shot the two youngsters reportedly many times near the graveyard of the town threw a hand grenade on them. After the funeral the Battalion Commander of the town and Chief of Police visited the families of the youngsters and apologized for the incident. The official statement read that the persons in question had been PKK militants and died in an armed clash with the security officers.

Cem Selçuk Akgül, Sadık Mamati

Two persons, who were allegedly planning an attack on the US Consulate in İstanbul, were killed by the police on 4 June. The authorities claimed that the police received “information,” which indicated that two persons had entered a construction site across to the US Consulate in Tarlabaşı at about 6am. These persons had opened fire at the police officers, who went to the scene and were killed in the clash. The two persons were reportedly militants of the Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C). The police presented their names as Onur Bilge (24) and Nedim Akgün (37). However, it was later asserted that the name of the person who was claimed to be Nedim Akgün was in fact Cem Selçuk Akgül, and Onur Bilge was Sadık Mamati. Cem Selçuk Akgül had reportedly escaped from Edirne Semi-Open Prison in 1993. 

On 5 June, lawyers from the People’s Law Office carried out an examination on the spot and made a statement on the incident. They said: “They could have captured them alive if they used tear gas or gas bombs. They had nowhere to escape, since they had taken away the ladder at the exit of the basement. There are no bullet traces on the spot that would support the claim that a clash took place. Bombs were used. The incident is an obvious extra-judicial execution.”

On 7 June Akgül was buried in İstanbul-Alibeyköy. The police intervened and detained some 150 people including Turgay Aydar, Hüseyin Aykanat, Mustafa Erol, Afet Süreyya Eren, Kadri Güven, Oya Başaran, Deniz Metin, Sevilay Çalışkan, Murat Karaca, Nebahat Aslan, Yener Özbek, Derya Karahan, who were later remanded.

The İstanbul branch of the HRA stated that the building, where the alleged clash occurred was still under construction and the staircase to the cellar had been destroyed. This might have been caused by a bomb. 

In 1999 a trial was initiated against the police officers Sami Şen, Selim Orhan Doğan and Rüştü Güneş. Since lawyers had not been informed about this trial they got the information only by coincidence. 

Fariz Yakacı, Ercan Yakacı, Rezzak İnanç, Raif Uyan, Mehmet Gök, Fırat Esin

Unknown people opened fire on a minibus in the night of 3 August in the vicinity of Çiğdemli village, Silvan, Diyarbakır. Ercan Yakacı (18), Fırat Esin (19), Mehmet Gök (19), Raif Uyan, Rezzak İnanç (19) and Fariz Yakacı (8) died in the incident while Filiz İnanç, İhsan Gök, Hadi Esin, Salim Gök, Semih Gök, İbrahim Bilmez, Ramazan Söker, Mehmet Gök (same name) and Ayfer Gök were wounded. The authorities claimed that PKK militants carried out the attack. The People’s Democracy Party (HADEP) pointed out that most of the inhabitants of Çiğdemli village had left the village as they had been forced to become village guards, and that the remaining people were mostly adherents of the HADEP. The statement also drove attention to the fact that the attack had taken place at a 10-minute distance from the Silvan Gendarmerie Regional Brigade. 

After the incident lawyer Osman Baydemir, deputy chairman of the HRA, Hanefi Işık, regional representative of the HRA and the lawyer Arif Altunkalem and Reyhan Yalçındağ, from Diyarbakır Bar Association went to the hospital, where the wounded persons had been taken and talked to M.Şah Gök, Filiz İnanç, Salim Gök and Dr. Yusuf Yağmur. The report stated: 

“The attacked people said that they had no enmity with any person or group. They had not become village guards. The wounded people and their relatives did not want to comment on the assailants, but it was understood that the main gendarmerie unit in Silvan is only 10 minutes (about 1.5 kilometers) away from the spot. The incident could not be clarified, but it very much resembles the dark forces that were active in Güçlükonak. The late treatment of the injured persons also gives reason for concern.” 

On 4 August, one of the wounded persons, İhsan Gök, stated that the attackers had been uniformed: “We were under pressure to become village guards, but we did not agree, since we did not have any problems with anybody. On the day of the event, we returned from our fields. We had gone some way, when we saw three people sitting at a fire. In the light of the fire we could see that they had arms and were wearing uniforms. When we approached they got in the middle of the road and fired at us. At the same time shots were fired at us from the left, the right and behind. The attack lasted for about 10 minutes. When the fire stopped we opened the doors and crawled out of the bus. Two slightly wounded friends informed the next village. Two hours later the villagers came and took us to hospital. Everybody knows, who did this.” 

On 12 August ERNK, the political wing of the PKK, made a statement assuring that their forces had not conducted the massacre.
Ahmet Özgezer, Osman Kınay, Hasan Yılmaz

The names of the persons who died in a house raid on 23 August in Canlı village, Bayındır, İzmir, were disclosed one day after the incident. The house reportedly belonged to Ahmet Özgezer, and Ahmet Özgezer, his brother-in-law Osman Kınay and Hasan Yılmaz died in the incident. Ahmet Özgezer’s son Lokman Özgezer (16) was wounded. He was detained and taken to hospital for treatment. Commissioner Mustafa Kemal Özsüphandağı, member of a special team, was also wounded. 

The police claimed that the persons in question were “PKK militants” and that the police had opened fire after the “call for surrender.” The people living close to the house of Ahmet Özgezer stated that the police officers had first fired at Lokman Özgezer. Then they had entered the tent where Family Özgezer lived and had killed the persons inside. Ahmet Özgezer’s wife and children who were detained on the same day were released on 24 August. 

On 26 August the HRA and the Association of Contemporary Jurists (ÇHD) carried out an investigation and stated that they could not find traces of a clash. They called the incident an extra-judicial execution. 

Murat Bektaş, Erdinç Aslan

Two persons were killed in the raids against 2 houses in Yüreğir district of Adana. One of these persons was reportedly killed accidentally. The incident was reported as follows: The political police carried out a raid on a building in the 24th street in Akıncılar quarter at about 8.30pm on 5 October, and opened fire on the people in the house they had broke into. Murat Bektaş was killed in the fire. Subsequently, the police officers raided another flat downstairs, and killed another person there. The victim Murat Bektaş and his family lived in the first house raided by the police, and that this person had reportedly no connection with any illegal organization. Erdinç Aslan (22), who was killed in the raid against the second house, allegedly was a militant of the Revolutionary People’s Liberation Army-Front (DHKP-C).

Mustafa Köprü (26) was detained during the raid against the second house. 

Murat Bektaş’s wife Kezban Bektaş related what they had gone through as follows: “Our door was kicked while my husband was talking to my brother, who is a soldier in Tunceli, on the phone. The door was broken and fire was opened on us. My husband was shot in the head and fell on the floor in blood. I took my 3-year old son Uğurcan and ran to the back of the armpits. Two of the bullets hit my right arm during the fire, but I did not notice. The police who shot my husband shouted, ‘Stop. There is a woman and a child here,’ and he shouted at me, ‘Go towards the other side,’ and fired 5 or 6 times towards me. Later they went to the next flat and opened fire on the terrorists. I wanted to go outside, but they did not allow me. They locked me to the flat of our house-owner Mevlüt Zeren downstairs.” 

Murat Bektaş was buried on 6 October. The house-owner Mevlüt Zeren disclosed that Murat Bektaş was his tenant for one and a half year, and the other flat was rented by two youths 15 days ago. Adana Chief of Police Şükrü Yetimoğlu claimed on 7 October that the police did not make any mistake. Yetimoğlu asserted that Erdinç Aslan was a militant of the DHKP-C, and that Murat Bektaş had “aided the organization and sheltered its members.” On the other hand, Deputy Chief of Police, Responsible for Terror Muzaffer Çetinkaya claimed that they had been following these persons for 3 months and that they had opened fire after “surrender calls” by the police. Muzaffer Çetinkaya said, “Murat Bektaş, holding a gun, came out after the lights were turned off. Our friend responded by opening fire. There was no mistake in the raid.”

Later it was learned that Erdinç Aslan had been working for the journal “Kurtuluş”. (
)

Kezban Bektaş filed an official complaint on 8 October. She stated that her husband had never been detained and had lived a normal family live and asked the police to confess that they killed an innocent man. 

The father of Erdinç Aslan also filed an official complaint. Lawyer Alper Saral prepared the petition. He stated that the police had knocked down the door, when Erdinç Aslan was calling his sister Gülay Aslan on his mobile phone. At the end of the conversation the sister heard him saying ‘leave me alone, get lost’ and then the conversation was over. “This indicates that Erdinç was captured alive and killed later. The mobile phone later disappeared, but the company can find out whether such a call was made at 9.35pm or not.” 

Mustafa Köprü, who was remanded, told his lawyer in prison that Murat Bektaş had nothing to do with them. They would only say ‘hello’ to each other. (
)

On 13 October the police officers Fevzi Mustan, Ali Erdurucan, Eyüp Yalçınkaya, Muammer Topaç, Haydar Erol and Nurettin Bülbül testified to the prosecutor in connection with the killing of Murat Bektaş and Erdinç Aslan. Contrary to the statement by Adana Chief of Police Şükrü Yetimoğlu they said that they shot at the person, because they mistook the phone in his hand for a pistol. The prosecutor wanted the police officers to be arrested, but the judge on duty ordered their release. The prosecutor objected and on 14 October arrest warrants in absentia were issued for the police officers. 

Fevzi Mustan, Ali Erdurucan, Eyüp Yalçınkaya, Muammer Topaç, Haydar Erol and Nurettin Bülbül surrendered on 18 October. They testified again to the prosecutor. Kezban Bektaş was called and identified the police officers Ali Erdurucan as the person, who killed her husband.

The police officers objected to their arrest and Adana Criminal Court No. 2 released all but Ali Erdurucan on 18 October. 

At the beginning of November the public prosecutor in Adana presented the indictment. He demanded sentences of between 24 and 30 years’ imprisonment against the police officers Nurettin Bülbül, Eyüp Yalçınkaya, Haydar Erol and Ali Erdurucan and sentences of between 6 and 15 years’ imprisonment for the police officers Fevzi Mustan and Muammer Topaç. The indictment stated that Murat Bektaş had bullet wounds at his left and right hand and his head had been ripped into pieces. The prosecutor concluded that these wounds could not have been called by arbitrary fire in the dark. On the killing of Erdinç Aslan the prosecutor argued that he might have been captured alive. He concluded that the police officers exceeded the limits of self-defense. 

In the hearing of 2 December at Adana Criminal Court No. 1 the defendants said that they had made calls to surrender and shots had been fired from within the flats. Therefore, they had been forced to enter. Kezban Bektaş disagreed. She said that only the main door of the flat had been locked. Someone had been shouting from outside ‘open up’. He had been swearing and they thought it was a drunken person. The lights had been lit. Then the door was opened from outside. Ali Erdurucan had ordered her to stand aside and had started to fire immediately. “My husband fell on the phone, we he was hit. Nobody asked us to surrender. I saw Nurettin Bülbül and Ali Erdurucan, when they fired. I heard shots, when the police entered the other flat. There were no warning before they entered.” 

The hearing was adjourned to a date in the year 2000. After the hearing Yasin Ali Türkeri, editor-in-chief of the journal “Tavır”, Deniz Şah and Cantekin Uçar, working for the journal in Antakya, and Tamer Kazan, Zeki Helveren, Mehmet Oral Mutlu and Süleyman Özal, who had come to observe the trial, were detained.

Stop Warnings and Arbitrary Shooting

On 9 February, police officers opened fire on people, who were claimed to have stolen a car, in Merter, İstanbul. A youth named Nail Çaylıkoca (20), who had no connection with the incident, died because of the fire launched by the police. Nail Çaylıkoca, a passer-by, was shot in the head, and died at the spot. The prosecutor ordered a ballistic inspection of the arms of 3 police officers, İslam Baltürk, Yakup Kayhan and Osman Arabacı to determine, which one had killed Nail Çaylıkoca. The police officer Yakup Kayhan was presented to the judge on duty at Bakırköy Penal Court. He told the judge that the police officer Osman had told him that the car was about to escape. He had fired on shot in the air and two shots at the tires of the car. He had heard two more shots from behind. The judge did not remand the police officer. He was tried at Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 3. No charges were brought against İslam Baltürk and Osman Arabacı. The first hearing was held on 8 September. Requests to remand the defendant were rejected.
On 16 February a village guards killed Mehmet Nahil (17) in Cizre district (Şırnak). Reportedly Mehmet Bahil did not listen to stop warnings. He was wounded but died in the hospital. The village guard, whose name was not disclosed, was reportedly arrested.

Police officers killed Fuat Ünlü in Kocasinan quarter of Bahçelievler, İstanbul, on 17 March. The police authorities claimed that Fuat Ünlü, who had been about to throw a Molotov cocktail at a shop in Kocasinan, had opened fire on police officers, who suspected him of carrying out an attack. He had died in the subsequent clash. One police officer was slightly wounded during the incident. It was claimed that 2 persons along with Fuat Ünlü, one of whom was a woman, had run away. 

The autopsy report stated that four bullets had hit Ünlü, one to a finger at this right hand, one to his right shoulder and the vital one to his right eyebrow and behind his left ear. The death had been caused by a bleeding of the brain as a result of destruction of the skull by bullets. 

The trial launched against police officers Erol Tekten, Ayhan Özkan and Şaban Düzer for killing Fuat Ünlü started at Bakirköy Criminal Court No. 1 on 12 October. The defendant police officers did not attend the hearing, during which Eren Keskin, the lawyer of the Ünlü Family, stated that they would object to the indictment prepared by Public Prosecutor Salih Sol. Lawyer Keskin disclosed that fingerprints of Ünlü had not been found on the TNT, primer and guns, which had allegedly been found on him. The court rejected lawyer Keskin’s demand that the defendant police officers be remanded. The indictment referred to Fuat Ünlü as “a terrorist,” and asserted that the police officers had opened fire in order to protect themselves. The indictment requested to apply Article 49 TPC for the police officers, which reads, “an assailant, who has carried out an order which is obligatory with respect to the duty, cannot be sentenced.” 

Hamza Baş (19) was shot dead by the police in Merter, Istanbul, on 19 March. Istanbul Police HQ disclosed that the police had asked for the IDs of two persons whom they had suspected. The persons had opened fire and Hamza Baş had been killed in the clash that broke out. According to the statement, the second person had run away. 

Fire was opened on 2 persons, who reportedly tried to smuggle sheep into the country from Iraq, in the vicinity of Çığlı of Çukurca, Hakkari, on 26 March on the grounds that “they did not abide by stop warnings.” In the incident, village guard Halit Ediş (35) died, while an unnamed Iraqi citizen was detained. 

In Van, Şeyhmus Karakoyun (29) was killed by the police on 25 March. The police authorities claimed that Şeyhmus Karakoyun, whom they believed to be one of the leaders of the PKK, had begun to run away when he had seen a police vehicle at about 3.30pm, and that he had died in the subsequent clash.

In Kadıköy, İstanbul, Ali Kemal Gündoğdu was killed on 12 April, when he allegedly did not listen to orders to stop a stolen car. The other three suspected thieves, namely Hasan Güney, Sezgin Güven and Fuat Kılavuz were captured alive. 
Soldiers and members of a special team killed Poormela Berzan (25), Cengiz Poormela (25), Wehbi Gilanîzadeh (18), Kamfer Gilanîzadeh (20), Xayip Poormela (13), Xayip Adil (20) and Cuma Ergoşi (20), who had come from Urnıiyi town, Rezgi village in Iran to sell fuel oil in Şemdinli district. The Iranian government protested the incident that happened on 7 May. 

On 7 May an unnamed person was killed in İstanbul-Göztepe. Reportedly he tried to escape in a stolen car and was hit at his head, when he fled on foot. (
)

On 16 May at 10pm a clash broke out between Iranians of Kurdish origin, who wanted to pass the border illegally near Çardak village in Özalp district (Van), and soldiers. In the clash an unnamed border crosser died and 16 people were detained. The group reportedly tried to bring sheep into Turkey. The soldiers allegedly confiscated 700 sheep. Another 400 sheep got lost. 

On 19 May, soldiers opened fire on a group of about 45 people, who attempted to trespass the Turkish border in the region between Başkale and Saray districts of Van. Eriş Muhammed Salih (17), Azaze Nagada (57), Azaze Muhammede (24) Nasare Tarane (30), Ekber Muhammedi, Muhammed Şerif and persons with the surnames Sercile, Bahtiyar and Aras (first names unknown) were killed and 5 persons were wounded. The group reportedly consisted of Iranian and Iraqi citizens of Kurdish origin who wanted to enter Turkey. 

Later it was claimed that the refugees were the victims of a plot by village guards. They were reportedly brought to Turkey by village guards from Keklikdüzü village of Saray, who later informed the gendarmerie. The refugees, who survived the incident with injuries, said in their testimonies at Van Police HQ that they had been taken to Uğurlu village of Başkale from Iran by persons they did not know. The village guards named Ramazan Bilici, Cafer Bilici, Süleyman Demir, Muhammet Bilici and Reis Özgür had taken them from Uğurlu village to Keklikdüzü. The village guards had told them, “We are village guards. Nobody can say anything to you,” and had taken $ 20,000 as well as their belongings such as watches and jewelers, and then left the scene, where the soldiers had opened fire on them shortly afterwards. The 36 refugees, who were kept at the Foreigners Department of Van Police HQ, were reportedly taken to Keklikdüzü Village on 25 May in order to confront the village guards. They had identified the village guards Cafer Bilici, Süleyman Demir and Muhammet Bilici. The 3 village guards were reportedly detained, and the jewels of the refugees were found at their houses. The weapons of 70 village guards in the village were taken away.

Special team members reportedly killed Ali Demir in Kapıcı village of Almuş, Tokat. Villagers from Kapıcı village disclosed that the special team had come to the village on 19 May, settled in the village after dragging the villagers Hüseyin Gül, Mehdi Gül and Kamil Güngör out of their houses, and imposed a curfew. The villagers said that Ali Demir, who left his house at about 1.30am on 21 May, had been killed outside his house in the fire by the special team members. They added that Ali Demir was mentally disabled.
Village guards, who were standing guard at a gas station in the vicinity of Yanıkkaya village of Kozluk, Batman, killed Berivan Bilen (10) on 29 May. 

The police opened fire on three persons claimed to be “trying to break into cars for the purpose of theft,” on 13 June in Bahçelievler, İstanbul. Savaş Yılmaz, who was wounded, died in hospital. The other two, Tuncer Pasinoğlu and Özer Murat, were reportedly detained. The police authorities claimed that they had fired warning shots when the three persons had not obeyed the “stop warning” and tried to run away. 

On 6 July, a person whose name could not be revealed died near 10 April Police Station in İluh Quarter of Batman. Police authorities stated that the person, whom they claimed to be a PKK militant of about 35 years, had approached the police station in order to carry out a suicide attack around 9.10pm. He was shot dead when he did not obey the “stop warning.” 

İhsan Parlak (21) reportedly committed suicide on 9 July. Officials stated that he had entered a shop with arms in Çanakkale with the aim of theft. When the police arrived he committed suicide. Witnesses stated that calls for surrender had been made and they had heard some shots in the shop. The victim was reportedly carrying a false ID. 

The police in İstanbul killed Kadriye Çelik on 10 July. He was suspected of having stolen a car in Karadeniz quarter in İstanbul-Gaziosmanpaşa. The police shot at him in Sultançiftliği.  Çelik was wounded to his leg and back and died in hospital. His companion İsmail Çor reportedly escaped. The prosecutor in Eyüp indicted 8 police officers on 28 November, charging them with deliberate killing. 

On 10 July Dursun Savaşır, suspected of having stolen a car in İstanbul-Avcılar allegedly jumped from the 6th floor of a building, to where he had escaped, and died. Dr. Metin Çakırkaya stated that he had examined the body of Dursun Savaşır at 1.35pm. All bodily functions had stopped, there were not traces of blows, cuts or wounds and the death presumably occurred due to internal bleedings.

On 14 July one of two people, who tried to run away from the police in Kadıköy, died and the other was seriously wounded. The police followed them after they had stolen a car. Allegedly they did not follow orders to stop, lost control over their car and hit a tree. In the accident the person with the bankcard on the name of Serkan Kurt died. İbrahim Kılıç was seriously wounded.

Gendarmes killed Erşan Soysal, a deserter, in Beypazarı district of Ankara on 2 August. The gendarmerie team conducted a road control under the command of non-commissioned officer Mustafa Oluçay. They stopped a car near Köst village of Beypazari and asked for the ID of Erşan Uysal (21). He said that he did not have his ID card on him, that he had come on leave from his military unit, and that his ID and other documents were at his home in Beypazari. Uysal was detained and should have been taken to the district under the surveillance of the gendarmes. Erşan Uysal allegedly attempted to escape and was shot. He died on the spot. Uysal was reportedly doing his military service in Van and had deserted on 31 July for the third time.
On 23 August some refugees tried to enter Turkey by crossing Hezil River. Soldiers shot at them and killed İbrahim Emina (24). Rizan Dikan (31) was wounded. 

Police officers shot Bahattin Çelik (15) near Köprücük village of Tatvan, Bitlis, on 31 August. Bahattin Çelik, who was a village guard and the son of the village headman, allegedly had a gun on him and did not obey the “stop order” by the police. Police officer Tarkan Toraman was detained for shooting Çelik. In the incident, Bahattin Çelik’s relative Nedim Çelik was slightly wounded. 

Three Iranian citizens were allegedly killed when they came from Iran to Şemdinli, Hakkari, in order to sell fuel oil. Reportedly 8 people passed the Turkish border on 2 September, and soldiers opened fire on them in the vicinity of Alan hamlet of Şemdinli. Three people, whose names remained unknown, were killed and 5 people were wounded, 2 of them severely. Villagers in the region went to the spot in order to take the corpses, but had to turn back as soldiers threatened them. Other Iranian citizens reportedly escaped to Iran, leaving fuel oil on the spot.
In Karabağlar quarter of İzmir police officers shot Gürcan Köküz (18) on the grounds that “he disobeyed the stop order” on 12 September. Gürcan Köküz, against whom an arrest warrant in absentia had been issued on charges of theft, reportedly climbed up to the roof of a building while running away from the police and was shot dead by police officer Seydi Kartal, on duty at Karabağlar Police Station, when he did not stop despite the fire opened in order to warn him. İzmir Chief of Police Hasan Yücesan said, “Our officer did his duty according to law and acted on the juridical basis. He opened fire to the leg, but the bullet hit another part of his body. It is not a desirable result. We are sorry.” 

On 14 September Seydi Kartal testified at İzmir Penal Court No. 5. Reportedly he said that he first a warning shot, but the person escaped into a building. When he tried to run after him, he stumbled and a shot was released from his pistol. The curt decided to charge the police officer with causing death by carelessness. Seydi Kartal was not remanded.

On 7 October the police killed one of three car thieves in Zeytinburnu. The police stated that Hayrettin Fedai did not listen to stop orders. He had a criminal record with theft and other offenses.

Soldiers and village guards opened fire on other village guards who were “picking up wood without permission” near Ahmetli village of Bismil, Diyarbakır on 12 October. Village guard Beşir Akgül died in the incident, whereas village guard İlhan Akgül got wounded. Allegedly the village guards, who were about to return back to Savur, Mardin, with a tractor, did not obey the “stop order.” Six village guards were detained during the incident.

Gendarmes opened fire on a vehicle in Zekeriyaköy, İstanbul, on the night of 27 October on the grounds that the driver did not stop. Mehmet Yasin Sanlak (19) was killed in the incident. Reportedly Mehmet Yasin Sanlak and Mehmet Kırıcı, who carried furniture to Zekeriyaköy with their minibus, entered a side road because of the repair on the main road. The youths realized that they had entered the military zone of the Fifth Rocket Base Headquarters and turned back. Reportedly at that moment the soldiers on guard opened fire.
Abbas Tan (47) was killed on 4 November, as the result of the gun fire opened on three persons who passed over the Iranian border to sell carpets, near Çayırderesi of Keklikdüzü village of Saray, Van, on the grounds that they “did not obey stop orders.” Orhan Demir was detained, whereas the third person reportedly escaped. 

On 10 November at 11pm soldiers opened fire at the border of Turkey and Syria in Suruç district (Şanlıurfa) near Fıstıklı village. Mahmut Yıldızoğlu and Mehmet Şimşek died, while a third person reportedly escaped. 

On 25 November soldiers killed Moha Abu Tamer (33) from Bangladesh, when he tried to cross the border between Syria and Turkey. The soldiers said that he did not stop, when being asked to.

Süleyman Ekrem, driver of a minibus, and 3 PKK militants, who reportedly took the minibus by force, were killed in the fire opened by soldiers near Pirinçli village of Pertek, Tunceli. Süleyman Ekrem, an executive member of the Labor’s Party (EMEP) Pertek District Organization, who carries passengers with his minibus between Tunceli and its villages, left the last passengers to Musa Darıç hamlet. On his way back, he was halted by a group of PKK militants. Three militants got in the minibus that was shot at near Pirinçli village. Süleyman Ekrem was buried on 1 December in Pertek, Tunceli. The soldiers did not allow the ceremony to be held in front of EMEP Pertek District Organization.

OHAL Governor Gökhan Aydıner stated, “Süleyman Ekrem was arrested in 1991 for supporting the organization TDKP/HK. According to the archives he was detained in 1997 for supporting the PKK. The 4 people including Ekrem fire at the security officers. 4 rifles were found in the minibus.”

The statement of the Labor’s Party (EMEP) read, “The State of Emergency Regional Governorate related the incident as a clash, although no shots were fired from the minibus.  Ekrem was not a PKK adherent. It has been reported that Süleyman Ekrem, who died because of the wound in the chest, had put the handbrakes on. Our member and the ones in the minibus were intentionally killed.” 

The Human Rights Association (İHD) Elazığ Branch concluded its investigation on the killing of Süleyman Ekrem on 29 November. The report read that another PKK militant, who had been wounded in the minibus and then escaped, had been captured two days after the incident. “This militant was later taken to the morgue of State Hospital.” The report drew attention to the fact that the minibus had stopped properly on the road and the handbrakes had been put on. The repot also said, “Because of this situation, we have concluded that the minibus stopped when fire was opened against it. This gives an impression of execution, and we think that these persons could have been captured alive if the intention was so.”
The relatives of Ekrem filed an official complaint. His wife Güllü Ekrem and his father Mehmet Ekrem went to the public prosecutor on 10 December and told him that Süleyman Ekrem was known in the region as driver of a minibus. The security officers knew the color of the bus and the plate number. They argued that it was against law to kill an innocent man, when it was possible to capture people alive. 

3.3 Political killings by unidentified assailants

Political killings by unknown assailants continued to become fewer in 1999. But at the same time killings of the radical Islamic organization Hezbollah intensified, in particular in the region under a state of emergency (OHAL). The OHAL governor declared that 267 operations had been carried out against the organization; 1,336 people had been detained and 420 of them had been remanded.

Like in the years before, no important step was taken to clarify the background of the political killings in previous years. In most cases the investigations produced no result. In the few trials that were opened no important development was achieved.

In the case of the student Ali Serkan Eroğlu, for instance, no case was launched. The student had been found hanging in the toilet of the Faculty of Communication at the Aegean University in İzmir on 24 December 1997. The Forensic Institute found proof that he was killed. His lawyer Gül Kireçkaya said that the investigation was still conducted under “unsolved cases” but they could not approach the ECHR because his father did not empower them as lawyers.

Düzce Criminal Court started a case against Yaşar Öz according to Article 450/4 TPC for having killed the Kurdish businessmen Savaş Buldan, Hacı Karay and Adnan Yıldırım on 3 June 1994. Öz was released during the hearing of 21 May. Intervening lawyer Sinan Tanrıkulu stated that they had asked to put Tansu Çiller, Prime Minister at the time, on trial because she had said, ‘we have the list of Kurdish businessmen, who support the PKK. They will have to account for it.’ He argued that the killings had been clarified on State level, but were hidden from the public. The enlightenment of these killings would contribute to democracy in Turkey.
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Danger of extra-judicial execution among the police 

Killings by unknown assailants should be accepted as an early warning system for the power of security and judiciary in a country. Because there is no killing without an assailant. There are certain crimes, for which it appears appropriate that the perpetrator remains anonymous.

Police and the courts have no preferences among crimes and criminals. They cannot say, ‘this crime is for the benefit of society, so I will ignore it’.

If the true enemies of the republic the most likely candidates are those, who take away the blindfold of the justice angel and twinkle an eye in order to persuade her.

* * *

Yesterday I wrote in this column about two people with a criminal record on narcotics, who became the victim of execution in Avcılar on the least days of 1997. The Dutch police clarified these killings by tapping the phones of the international drug smuggler Hüseyin Baybaşin. 

It was established that the two men, one of them an Iranian and the other one a Turk, were killed, because they had not send the narcotics for which they received DEM 3 million.

One possible gunman was Kemal Sarıtaş. Following the arrest of Baybaşin in April the possession of the Sitoçi family in Turkey was confiscated. Kemal Sarıtaş, a member of the Sitoçi family had been living in Germany until 1991.

He was captured in England and accused of dealing with drugs. Kemal Sarıtaş was killed in June, two months after the arrest of Baybaşin. His brother immediately returned from Spain, where he was living. Two weeks later he was also killed.

The name of Hüseyin Uzun was mentioned in connection with these killings. The scenario was that a dispute in the Baybaşin clan had lead to the killings.

Months later Hüseyin Uzun felt the need to surrender to the police. He rejected the killings and accused some police officers. He died in detention. It was said to be suicide.

* * *

Wherever you start with the double execution you end up with arrows pointing to the police…

Is it false to suspect that the police, who do not clarify the unsolved cases, want to cover up the crime? Did Hüseyin Uzun, aged slightly above 40, who went to confess on his own free will, not find another place to die?

Never ending questions…

But there is the other side of the medal. The accused police officers carried names of success in the fight against drugs… There were heroes we believe that they are fighting against the smugglers risking their own lives…

Police officers, who the smugglers sometimes try to liquidate by using bullets and sometimes by executions of honor. It is a shame that their names only became public, when a smuggler with a criminal record accused them. Their victories from the past remained on the shelves.

There may be a rotten apple in each basket, putting the whole basket at risk.

But the investigation against the accused police officers has to be conducted fair and speedily… If they are guilty, they need to be punished. If they are innocent, they should return to their fight against the drugs…

The heart of unsolved cases is an extra-judicial execution.

We need to stand against extra-judicial executions of police officers.

Everybody needs justice.

Abdi İpekçi

Oral Çelik, a prominent figure among the ultra-nationalists was tried in connection with the killing of Abdi İpekçi, editor-in-chief of the daily Milliyet, on 1 February 1978. He was acquitted in the hearing at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 4 on 28 May. The decision was taken on the grounds that “there were no concrete and convincing evidence to indicate that the defendant had organized and personally participated in the murder.” 

In the hearing, intervening lawyer Turgut Kazan said, “Political commitment would be essential to solve the murder of İpekçi, which was evidently one of the first assault of the gang. Particularly the President, the government, the opposition, and the Parliament should have been determined to clarify the dark points in the murder, so that it might have been possible to carry out a healthy investigation. However, the case was the opposite. First, they played with a witness. Then it was disclosed that one of the testimonies had been cancelled. It was weird that two officers of the National Intelligence Organization (MİT), who interrogated the suspect of a very important murder, could not remember what he had said. Everything had been arranged to cover up certain relations.” Lawyer Kazan reminded that Mehmet Ali Ağca, in his testimony to the Versailles Court in Italy, had stated that he had acted along with Oral Çelik in the murder of İpekçi. Lawyer Kazan also asserted that Oral Çelik, according to his testimony taken by MİT on 28 October 1997, had stated that he had promised to help Mehmet Ali Ağca and to assist him in escaping from prison if Ağca were to claim the responsibility of the murder of İpekçi. 

On the other hand, Oral Çelik’s lawyer İlhami Yelekçi claimed that his client would not have chosen to come to Turkey if he had committed such a crime. The trial had been launched in 1991, and an arrest warrant in absentia had been issued in 1994 against Oral Çelik, who had been abroad then. Oral Çelik had been extradited from Switzerland to Turkey on 14 September 1996, remanded on 16 September 1996, and released on 10 January 1997. He was prosecuted on remand at Malatya Criminal Court on charges of killing a teacher, Nevzat Yıldırım, on 7 June 1979. In this case he was released on 22 January 1997, after this trial ended in acquittal because of the “disappearance of the case file.” (
) 

The 1st Chamber of the Court of Cassation confirmed the acquittal on 18 November pointing the fact that the defendant had rejected the charges at all stages of prosecution.

The arrest warrant against Mehmet Şener, another prime suspect for the killing of Abdi İpekçi was lifted on 16 August, because the time limit had exceeded. Another investigation was not started because of the same reason. The Military Court in İstanbul had issued the arrest warrant on 11 July 1979 on the grounds that Mehmet Şener had planned the murder, incited and directed the defendants, providing the gun, which he later hid. In 1982 Mehmet Şener and Abdullah Çatlı were detained in Switzerland on charges of drug smuggling. He was released in 1983 because of lack of evidence. In September that year he was once again detained in Switzerland, again for a drug offense. Heroin had been found on him. He was released after a while. Mehmet Şener returned to Turkey on 25 August, after the arrest warrant was lifted. 

In February Mehmet Ali Ağca, main suspect in the killing of İpekçi, imprisoned in Italy for the assassination attempt on Pope Jean Paul II, applied to the Pope asking for a pardon, or instead being sent to Turkey. Mehmet Ali Ağca sent another letter to Necati Utkan, Turkish Ambassador in Rome, stating that he wanted to return to Turkey and that he was ready to serve the term he had received in the İpekçi case. His lawyer Magistrelli stated that he was waiting for the Justice Minister Oliviero Diliberto to sign the extradition order.

One other suspect, Yalçın Özbey, was discovered in Germany. Christian Arns, spokesman for the Interior Ministry said that Özbey might be extradited to Turkey in case that the death penalty was no option. His application for asylum had been rejected. Yalçın Özbey himself called journalists in Turkey and said that he was ready to return. (
)
Uğur Mumcu

More than five years after the killing of journalist-writer Uğur Mumcu one case started at the end of the 1998. The journalist with the daily “Cumhuriyet” had been killed in a bomb attack in Ankara on 24 January 1993. (
) Abdullah Argun Çetin was charged with the murder as a member of a gang according to Articles 450/4 and 313 TPC. The prosecutor demanded the death penalty, although he was unable to name the gang behind the killing.

The first hearing against Abdullah Argun Çetin was conducted on 8 January. In the hearing at Ankara SSC Abdullah Argun Çetin accepted that he had been educated in a NATO camp in Italy and had educated radical Islamists in Azerbaijan. During an on-site inspection in the street, where Mumcu lived he had said that he only measured the incline of the street without knowing who the victim would be. The presiding judge reminded him that there was no need for an expert to determine the incline of the street indicating that the defendant knew more. Abdullah Argun Çetin replied by saying that he was under pressure and at risk of being killed. He would tell more things, if he were not the only one on trial. The judge asked him about the other suspects and the defendant replied by saying that these people were aware of it. They were hiding behind Article 26 of the Law on Secret Service (MIT). The Court decided to hear Hızır Saral, brother of Ankara Chief of Police Cevdet Saral and advisor to MP Eyüp Aşık’, since Argun had mentioned him in his testimony. The Court also wanted Bakırköy Hospital for Mental Diseases to determine, whether the defendant was sane. 

The medical report was announced in the hearing of 9 April Bakırköy Hospital for Mental Diseases concluded that Abdullah Çetin Argun was sane and had the penal capacity at the time of the crime. 

In the hearing of 17 June the expert opinion on Argun's statements about bomb-making was read out. Cengiz Özdemir, expert at Security General Directorate Criminal Police Laboratories, argued that Abdullah Çetin Argun “had not even seen a bomb in his life and his knowledge on bombs was wrong and inconsistent.” However, the previous expert report prepared by Cengiz Özdemir, dated 3 December, which formed the basis for the indictment, read, “Abdullah Çetin Argun has theoretic knowledge on bombs but does not have the capacity to give training.”

In the hearing on 6 July the Court ordered 3 weeks’ supervision at the Forensic Institute to determine Argun’s state of mental health.

Political murders by unknown assailant

The information compiled by the HRFT shows the following political killings in 1999, in which assailants could not be identified:

Ahmet Taner Kışlalı

Ahmet Taner Kışlalı, a columnist for the newspaper Cumhuriyet, former Minister of Culture and an instructor at the Faculty of Communication, was killed in a bomb attack in Ankara on 21 October. The explosion reportedly took place when Kışlalı attempted to remove a nylon bag placed on his car after he had left his house in Ankara Çayyolu Engürü Apartments at about 9.30am. The left arm of Kışlalı was reportedly pulled off in the explosion. He died on the way to the hospital. 

Ass. Prof. Dr. Nuri Özgirgin, Head of Bayındır Hospital, disclosed that Kışlalı had been brought to the hospital at 10.02am, but his heart and respiratory functions had already stopped. Minister of Interior Affairs Sadettin Tantan, who carried out an examination on the spot, did not answer journalist’ questions regarding the assailants. However, Ankara Provincial Gendarmerie Regiment Commander Colonel Kemal Bayalan said, “It is said that the İBDA-C did it.” 

Democratic mass organizations and political parties reproached the murder of Ahmet Taner Kışlalı. General Publications Coordinator of Cumhuriyet, Hikmet Çetinkaya said that a woman had called him at noon after the attack, and given the name of a person, whom she claimed to have participated in the attack. Çetinkaya added that he had given this name to the security officials, and that the person was “well-known and wanted.” HRA Chairman Hüsnü Öndül asserted, “the attack was a provocation which aims to hinder the direction of Turkey towards democratization and to suppress the demands for democratization.”

The remains found on the spot were examined at the Criminal Laboratory of the Gendarmerie General Headquarters. Gendarmerie officials disclosed that the bomb had a simple mechanism, but it was strong and sensitive to movement. Many people were detained within the scope of the investigation, on the ground that “they had relations with radical Islamic organizations.” Most of them were released after testifying to the prosecutor. İbrahim Hasip Mengi, who was detained on information by Hikmet Çetinkaya, stayed longer under interrogation. Reportedly İbrahim Hasip Mengi was one of the leaders of an “islamic-nationalist” organization during his time as university student in 1979. 

Ahmet Taner Kışlalı was buried in Ankara on 23 October. Ceremonies were held for Kışlalı at the Parliament, Ankara University Faculty of Communication, Grand Theatre and Cumhuriyet newspaper. Thousands of people participated in the ceremonies, including representatives of political parties and certain associations. On orders by the General Staff Chief Office, all officers and non-commissioned officers employed in Ankara participated in their uniforms. Kışlalı was buried in Karşıyaka Cemetery.
Police and gendarmerie authorities, who examined the bomb, failed to reach a satisfactory result about the organization that had carried out the attack. One week after the incident seven people were reportedly still interrogated by a team composed of security officials from MIT, Ankara Police HQ and the Provincial Gendarmerie Brigade Headquarters. The authorities disclosed that the detainees had no direct connections with the attack, but they had certain information that would deepen the investigation. They also asserted that there were no concrete information that would prove that the radical Islamic IBDA-C organization were involved in the attack. On 26 October, 9 people were detained during the raid against the office of the journal Furkan, “an alleged publication of the IBDA-C”. 
Police officers raided the office of the pro-Islamic newspaper Akit on 28 October on the grounds that “the newspaper had shown Ahmet Taner Kışlalı as a target for terror organizations.” Two police panzers, snipers on the roofs of neighboring buildings and police officers in 5 buses participated in the raid against the newspaper’s main office in Bağcılar. The search in the building was carried out by about 50 plain-clothes police officers. Mustafa Karahasanoğlu, the General Publications Director of the Akit, and Ali İhsan Karahasanoğlu, the legal consultant o the same, were detained after the search, which lasted for about 4 hours. Mustafa Karahasanoğlu and Ali İhsan Karahasanoğlu were released after 2 hours.

Akit had published a photograph of Kışlalı with a cross and a sub-title that read, “Boo, intensive despot”. The lawyers of Cumhuriyet had lodged an official complaint against Akit. The investigation launched by Bağcılar Public Prosecution Office after the official complaint, was reportedly transferred to İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office.
Out of the fourteen people, who were detained with the claim of “being members of the radical Islamic İBDA/C organization,” İstanbul SSC remanded Mahmut Çankar, Ali Yiğit, Ufuk Altıntaş, Yahya Yıldırım, Sadi Zengin and Cem Yılmaz on 1 November. Police authorities stated that the detainees were not related to the murder of Kışlalı.  

A young girl named Cansu G. (16), who was interrogated at Ankara Gendarmerie Provincial Regiment Headquarters for about one week on the accusations of participating in the attack, was remanded by Ankara SSC on 30 October on the accusations of “being a member of the Peasants’ and Workers’ Liberation Army of Turkey (TİKKO).” Cansu G. Allegedly said in detention that “the attack had been carried out by a group of people including herself,” but she had not shown the right places in Ankara, Polatlı and Çorum. Some newspapers had reported that Cansu G. was mentally incapable. It has been reported that a medical report was given to Cansu G. before she was referred to Ankara SSC, and that the report had asserted that she was mentally capable. (
)

Mehmet Emin Akın, Abdullah Halas, Olcay Kapan, Ekmel Uzunkaya and Fazıl Bostan, who were detained on the grounds that they were “members of radical Islamic Selefiler organization” connected to the killing of Prof. Dr. Ahmet Taner Kışlalı, were remanded on 26 November by Ankara SSC. 11 persons were released to be prosecuted without arrest.
Atilla Osmanoğlu

Atilla Osmanoğlu, who had been abducted by two persons, who had come to his workplace in Diyarbakır on 25 March 1996 and introduced themselves as police officers, and about whom no information could be received from than on, was found dead near Başköyü village of Silopi, Şırnak. İdil (Şırnak) Public Prosecution Chief Office sent a letter to the relatives of Atilla Osmanoğlu on 4 January 1999 stating, “the corpse of an unidentified male person, who could be Atilla Osmanoğlu, was found in Silopi on 30 March 1996.” 

Upon this, HRA Deputy Chairman Osman Baydemir, HRA representative Hanefi Işık and relatives of Atilla Osmanoğlu went to İdil and Silopi on 6 January. Afterwards they released a report on their observations. The report stated that Atilla Osmanoğlu’s father Muhyettin Osmanoğlu had applied to Diyarbakır SSC Prosecution Office and the OHAL Governor after the disappearance of his son, but was told that his son “had not been detained.” Muhyettin Osmanoğlu had not been able to identify the body by the photographs at İdil Public Prosecution Office, and then the delegation had gone to Silopi, but again he could not be positive regarding the identity of the body. The wife of Atilla Osmanoğlu expressed that the sweater on the body and the sweatpants found in a small bag nearby the body belonged to her husband. 

The findings of the autopsy were listed in the report as follows: “...the autopsy report found that the soft tissue in the head of the body, starting from the left ear down to the lower lip had been cut completely, that there had been many cuts and fractures of the head, there had been a trace of a hanger starting from the chin to the neck and that hanger and blows and ill-treatment had caused the death.” The report added, “His wife expressed that two sweaters seen on the body in the photographs taken when the body had been found in a tar reservoir used by road workers and the sweatpants found in the tank belonged to Osmanoğlu. Although the clothes listed in the case file are not complete, the sweaters can be clearly seen in the photographs. Yet, the damage to the face made it quite impossible to identify the body. As a result, the identification is not accurate.” 

The report accused the authorities of not having conducted an effective investigation, including the autopsy report, that the clothes were not protected, and the case file did not include any information regarding the place of burial. The report read in the conclusion part: “The body was not identified with certainty, but his wife’s recognition of the clothes strengthened the opinion that it was the corpse of Atilla Osmanoğlu. In any case, the body belonged to a missing person, a “disappearance” that had been denied by the authorities.

During the visit to Silopi on 6 January, it was discovered that Mehmet Fındık, Ömer Fındık and Ömer Kartal went missing on 31 December 1995, Kereven İzmez on 9 October 1995, Yahya İpek on 23 July 1998, and Mehmet Mungan on 18 July 1998. No progress was made in the investigations launched on the official complaints about the disappearances of these persons. According to general belief the disappeared persons were executed in the triangle between Silopi, Cizre and İdil. We also have the strong belief after the studies we conducted in the region between November 1998 and January 1999 that there is a mass grave other than the cemeteries in Silopi and Cizre. A central investigation body should be established immediately.” 

Kenan Hıdıroğlu 

Kenan Hıdıroğlu, Secretary of the Zonguldak Branch of Genel-İş Trade Union affiliated to DİSK (Confederation of Progressive Trade Unions), was found dead in an irrigation channel near his house on 6 January. No information was available on his whereabouts since 3 January. People had searched for him, because his house burnt down and he did not come to work.

Ademi Efe

On 12 January the corpse of Ademi Efe (17), student at a grammar school in İzmir-Bornova, was found in the after reservoir hanging from a rope.  He had gone missing on 7 January. Reportedly the rope for strangulation had broken and was fixed again 

Zübeyir Özkartal 

Zübeyir Özkartal (40) died in Diyarbakır-Sur Town in the evening of 18 January as a result of an armed attack. 

Firaç Yıldız 

Firaç Yıldız (30), working as ‘imam’ (preacher) in Batman died on 19 January as the result of an armed attack in front of his house. 
Kemal Türk 

Kemal Türk, an informer for the gendarmerie, was found dead in Silvan District of Diyarbakır in February. He should have testified on 6 May in a trial against Captain Coşkun Bayar, the Chief of Smuggling Branch of Çermik Gendarmerie Headquarters, non-commissioned officer Levent Toğrul, and enlisted men Serdar Karabulut, Mehmet Yüksel and Mustafa Alnak, and a person named Ali Yıldız at Diyarbakır SSC on 6 May. In the trial, the defendants were indicted for killing Fethi İpek in Çermik District of Diyarbakır on 28 September 1998 and establishing a gang to sell drugs. Hüseyin Tayfun, the lawyer of the relatives of Fethi İpek, claimed that Kemal Türk had been killed because he would not testify in favor of Captain Coşkun Bayar. Coşkun Bayar’s lawyer Yaşar Altürk demanded to hold a secret session in order to hear Major Zahit Engin, who had carried out the investigation into the killing of Kemal Türk, and enlisted man Cemal Yaşar and Mahir Balcı. This demand was accepted, and a secret session was held for about 15 minutes. In the hearing, Ali Yıldız, who was accused of being the gunman, said that Fethi İpek had been killed by enlisted men Mehmet Yüksel and Serdar Karabulut for money. Ali Yıldız gave the cellular numbers belonging to these soldiers to examine the phone calls made via these telephones. 

xxx

On 7 February an unidentified male corpse was found near Diyarbakır Saraykapı Prison.

Ali Çağatay 

On 18 February Ali Çağatay died as a result of an armed attack in front of his house in Mersin Yenipazar quarter. 

Veysi Selimoğlu 

On 25 February three armed men attacked and killed Veysi Selimoğlu (28), who was reportedly wanted as an alleged member of Hezbollah, in Diyarbakır. 

Murat Baytemur 

Two unidentified armed men attacked and killed Murat Baytemur in Diyarbakır Dağkapı quarter on 3 March. 

Ali Gün 

On 2 March the corpse of Ali Gün (30), a tailor from Çekerek district (Yozgat) was found at the roadside in Çiçekdağı district (Kırşehir). The police announced that Ali Gün had been tortured, his arms were broken and he had been killed by shots to his head.

İskender Uçar 

On 12 March the folk singer İskender Uçar was killed in Darıkent town in Mazgirt district (Tunceli). 

Hasan Baytemur 

On 14 March unidentified armed men killed Hasan Baytemur in Diyarbakır Bağlar quarter. His brother Murat Baytemur had been killed on 3 March.

xxx

During the raid of a house in Kızıltepe district (Mardin) the corpse of a male person was found in March. The house reportedly belonged to Hezbollah. 

Önder Onat 

Önder Onat (27) died in armed attack in Batman on 29 March.

Sait Çelik, Cüneyt Kutlu 

On 13 April armed men blocked the road between Tunceli and Erzincan. They kidnapped Sait Çelik (27) and Cüneyt Kutlu (17). Their corpses were found on 14 April. Both men reportedly were members of the MHP. 

Hasan Hüseyin Mercan, Yıldırım Taş

The corpses of Yıldırım Taş and Hasan Hüseyin Mercan were found in a house in Avcılar district İstanbul on 10 May. Both men were alleged members of DHKP-C and reportedly had earlier been detained for that reason. The police announced that the militant Aysel Alhan had rented the flat one months ago. 

Hüseyin Tuncer, Enver Aktaş, Ali Aslan 

On the Konya-Antalya road near Akyokuş region the corpses of the teacher Hüseyin Tuncer (28), Enver Aktaş and Ali Aslan were found after 26 May, one day after each other. All three were reportedly connected to Hezbollah.

Kenan Aşçı 

The corpse of Kenan Aşçı said to have been killed on 26 May, was found in İstanbul Beykoz on 30 May.

xxx

On 1 June the corpse of an unknown man, aged 19, was found in İstanbul Gazi quarter. He had been killed by a single shot.

Hasan Kahraman 

The student Hasan Kahraman (23) was attacked by three armed men in Bahçelievler quarter of İstanbul at 11.30pm on 11 June. He died on his way to hospital, because of a bullet wound to his head. Hasan Kahraman reportedly was a member of TİKKO.
Osman Kaya 

Osman Kaya (40) died on 21 June as the result of armed attack on him in Nusaybin district (Mardin). He was said to be an adherent of Hezbollah. 

Abdülcelil Güngör

The corpse of Abdülcelil Güngör was found near Güneyyaka village (Şırnak) on 24 June. In May Diyarbakır SSC had sentenced him to 45 months’ imprisonment for supporting the PKK. On 20 June he had appealed against the verdict and “disappeared” on that day. 

Kalabalık Yıldırım

Kalabalık Yıldırım, leader of the Başimi tribe “disappeared” from Eski Harman village in Ağrı at the beginning of 1999. His corpse was found at the road cross to Çobanbey village in Ağrı province on 30 June. 

İbrahim Halil Gülen

On 19 July armed people attacked and killed İbrahim Halil Gülen in Diyarbakır Balıkçılarbaşı quarter in front of the Ulucami (mosque). 

xxx, xxx, xxx

In July three male corpses were found in Antalya, Kırklareli and Edirne. The man found at the Manavgat River (Antalya) was said to be 40 years old. The one found in Kışlacık village in Vize district (Kırklareli) was suspected to be from Romania or Bulgaria. The one found at the Meriç River (Edirne) was estimated to be aged between 25 and 30, 1.70 meters tall and weighing 85 kilograms. 

Erdoğan Beyazgül 

The hotel owner Erdoğan Beyazgül was shot to death near Tornova village in Ovacık district (Tunceli) on 3 August.
Süleyman Kılıç, Mehmet Emin Biter 

Armed men attacked and killed Süleyman Kılıç and Mehmet Emin Biter in Batman Bağlar quarter on 3 August. One week later Mehmet Salih Kızılırmak was detained on charges of having killed the two men. In the first hearing on 20 October Kızılırmak pleaded not guilty. His lawyer Oktay Bağatır said that his client could not have committed such a crime, because of his bad eyes. The gun found at his home was apparently not used in the incident.

The daughter of Salih Kızılırmak, Bahar Kızılırmak, stated that her father had been at home at the time of the crime. The victims had been friends of her father. He had been forced to confess at the police station, but he had rejected the charges in front o the prosecutor. The son of Süleyman Kılıç, Aydın Kılıç, stated that they did not believe that Kızılırmak had committed the murder. Police officers had asked him whether he knew of his father’s connection to HADEP, suspecting that Hezbollah might have killed him. He had told them that it was their duty to find the killer. Otherwise they would suspect the State of being the killer. 

xxx

On 8 August a male corpse, aged about 45, was found in Bingöl. The hands were tied on the back and he had been shot in the eyes and forehead. 

Ali Dündar 

Ali Dündar (43) former chairman of MHP for the central district of Diyarbakır was killed by an unidentified man on 16 August. Diyarbakır Governor Nafiz Kayalı stated that five suspected Hezbollah members had been detained after the crime and the arm used in the killing had earlier been used in the killing of two other persons. Ali Dündar was said to be a retired police officer, who had been injured in an armed clash, when he was working in a special team. 

Şeyhmus Yıldırım 

On 7 September the corpse of a male person was found at the Tigris River near Erimli village (Diyarbakır). Hands and feet had been tied and the corpse had been put into a bag. First, the identity could not be established, but it was said that the person had been strangled to death. Later the corpse was identified as Şeyhmus Yıldırım (21), son of the owner of Yıldırım Petrol Station, who had been kidnapped 8 days ago.

İhsan Tunç 

İhsan Tunç (45), from HADEP in Adana province, Yenibey quarter, was killed on 8 August. Reportedly two men shot at him in the evening hours, when he was on his way home. 

Mahmut Ergün 

Armed men attacked and killed Mahmut Ergün in Diyarbakır Balıkçılarbaşı quarter on 19 September. Mahmut Ergün reportedly was a leading figure of Hezbollah, who had been under detention in 1994. 

Ahmet Uluğ, Hasan Duran

Unidentified men killed Ahmet Uluğ in Diyarbakır on 5 October and Hasan Duran on 8 October. Both men were reportedly on trial for supporting Hezbollah. Police officials announced that 13 people had been killed in the first nine months of the year as a result of clashes between the İlim and Menzil wings of Hezbollah. 

Faik Demir, Nurettin Bozkurt 

Faik Demir and Nurettin Bozkurt died in an armed attack in Bahçeli village (Bingöl). Sami Demir was injured in the attack. 

Yılmaz Kara

Armed people attacked and killed Yılmaz Kara (22) in Diyarbakır Bağlar quarter on 13 October. 

Abdülhalik Alpay, Hasan Kurt

On 19 November armed people killed Abdülhalik Alpay (27) and Hasan Kurt (24) near Keskinağaç village (Diyarbakır). They had been on their way home, when masked men stopped them. After a short discussion the two workers were killed, while a third colleague managed to escape.

Ökkeş Beyazlat 

The corpse of Ökkeş Beyazlat, who “disappeared” in İskenderun district (Hatay) in 1998, was found in a graveyard. The family received the information from a person, who did not want to identify himself on the phone. In the presence of a prosecutor the grave was opened and a fifth corpse was found in the grave of a family, where four people should have been buried. Ökkeş Beyazlat was identified by his clothes, shoes and a ring he was wearing.

Sulhattin Kızıltaş 

Sulhattin Kızıltaş, deputy chairman of the MHP in the central district of Van, was killed by unidentified people on 6 December. 

xxx

On 30 December the male corpse of a person, aged around 25, was found between Büyükkadı and Özekli village (Diyarbakır). The person had been tortured and half of the body was buried. 

3.4 Explosions of Landmines etc.

Like in the years before the explosion of landmines, bombs, mortars or bombs resulted in deaths and injuries of people. For the year 1999 the HRFT determined that at least 37 civilians lost their lives, while at least 45 were injured.

The most important development in 1999 was the entering into force of the Ottawa Treaty on 1 March. The treaty had been discussed for along time and, although the countries producing landmines had not signed it entered into force. Joel Williams, chairing the campaign for an international ban of landmines had received the Nobel Peace Price in 1997. According to the Ottawa Treaty the use, production and sale of landmines is forbidden and existing landmines have to be destroyed. 

Turkey was the only NATO country that did not sign the treaty, but announced that it would do so in the next five years. 

The campaign for the ban of landmines presented the following information:

· Every 20 minutes one person dies from landmines

· 90% of the victims are civilians, most of them children

· Mines are in use since the beginning of the 20th century

· One mines costs appr. $ 3

· The extinction of a mine costs appr. $ 1,000

· In more than 70 countries without an actual conflict mines are in use

· Experts estimate the number of mines that have to be destroyed at 70 to 110 million

· It would cost about § 30 billion to clear all area

· Most mines can be found in Egypt (24 million)

In August the Defense Commission in the GNAT agreed on a contract with Bulgaria to clear the border region from anti-personnel landmines. A representative of the Foreign Ministry spoke at the Commission and stated that Greece had not responded and Georgia had stated that such an agreement could be made, if the Russian troops had moved out of the country. So far Turkey had not approached Syria, Iran and Iraq on the question.

Villages used on minefields

The villagers from Tekevler and Kel Hasan villages

The investigation into allegations by inhabitants of Tekevler and Kel Hasan villages in Sason district (Batman) to have been forced to search for landmines in December 1996 and February 1997 did not develop further in 1999.  In June 26 villagers testified for a third time. They first went to the court hall and were sent to the gendarmerie station of the district. The commander asked them to take back their complaint. He informed them that the case would be heard at Batman Criminal Court.

However, on 21 September the investigation of the public prosecutor in Sason resulted in a decision not to prosecute lieutenant Hakan Başakçı from the gendarmerie unit in Sason.

A. Baki Korkmaz

On 9 May special team members stopped a minibus driven by Süleyman Beğendi on its way from Genç district to Bingöl. The special team asked the passengers, who knew the area well, to come with them. Since nobody left the minibus the special team forced İzzet Bahar, Cemal Çimenli, Ramazan Hadır and A. Baki Korkmaz to come out of the vehicle and accompany them. Reportedly they had to walk the whole day. İzzet Bahar, Cemal Çimenli and Ramazan Hadır were set free on 10 May, close to the place where they had been “kidnapped”. They said that they had been used as “experimental animals” to find landmines. 

A. Baki Korkmaz was released on 23 May. His brother Mehdi Korkmaz stated: “He called us after he had walked until the district center. We went to get him. He was in very poor health and said that he was forced to walk in the countryside for days in mined areas. When shelters were found he had been the first to enter. For five days he had been held in a cell at a military compound in Lice.”

Five villagers as experimental animals

On 28 July soldiers from the gendarmerie in Bingöl stopped a minibus on its way from Solhan district to Bingöl near the Dallıtepe region. After an ID check they detained Remzi Çiçek, Vedat Güzel, Cuma Kerpiç, Adnan Ekinci and an unnamed person. The minibus was asked to drive on, while the villagers were taken to two shelters with food inside. Fearing that these places might be booby-trapped the villagers were forced to enter first. Afterwards the soldiers searched the places, before destroying them with bombs.

Court cases

Erzurum Administrative Court ordered the Ministry of Defense to pay TL 2.8 billion to the family of Serhat Sandemir (7). He had lost his live, when on 25 April 1998 he played with a mortar that he had found in the waste of a mechanic unit in Erzurum. The decision was taken in October. 

Lawyer Tuncer Aktaş stated that the State was responsible for damages resulting from its actions. It was quite obvious that the device had left the military compound, which meant a misconduct of duty. Other sources said that 19 children lost their lives in the same quarter while playing with bullets that had still been intact.

Explosions

In the evening hours of 9 January an explosion occurred at the Culture Center that was constructed by the governor of Ankara in Sincan district. The construction was destroyed. One person died and two were wounded. The police found many fuses at the site. Samet Uğraş (9) died on the way to hospital and İslam Toy (10) and Mehmet Hışır (11) were injured. 

On 14 March Tugay Ergin (10) died, Suat Evin (7) and Servet Evin (8) were heavily wounded, when they played with a hand grenade in Hani district (Diyarbakır).

Uğur Erçe (10) died on 13 May, when a bomb, he had found in a dustbin in Kozluk district (Batman). On the same day the siblings Kenan Oğuz (9), Ferdi Oğuz (2), Deniz Oğuz (12) and Cansu Oğuz (6) died, when they played with a rocket they had found among military waste. The father Mirza Oğuz and their sister Semra Oğuz were wounded.

On 27 May Keleş Atabey (20) died near Başkale district (Van), when a van drove on a mine that had been planted on the street. Yadila Atabey (32) was seriously wounded.

At the end of May a tractor with village guard hit a landmine near İkizce village (Şırnak). The PKK was held responsible for the mine. Şerif Yıldırım (4) and Ahmet Demir (14) died and 8 village guards and the commander of a special team were wounded. In Başkale district (Van) the vehicle of Nedim Atabey hit a mine when he wanted to take material to the gendarmerie station. Nedim Atabey (20) died and his brother Hamza Atabey (18) was seriously wounded. 

The village guards Halit Kaplan, Cemal Kaplan, Tayyar Kaplan, Tahir Demir and Şahin Demir and Kerim Vermez from the same village died on 6 June, when a minibus hit a landmine near Konur village on Şemdinli district (Hakkari). 5 village guards were wounded. The military wing of the PKK, ARGK, announced that they had not placed the mine.
At the beginning of June children played with a hand grenade they had found near the Nazik Lake in Ahlat district (Bitlis). Yusuf Demir died, his arm of his brother Halis Demir was ripped off and the other brother İsmet Demir was wounded to the leg.

Kerem Demir died on 5 July, when his minibus hit a mine near Durankaya town in Hakkari province. The village guards Emin Bayram, Aziz Bayram and Yusuf Ayva and the passengers Ali Çivi and Asiye Kuş were wounded.

Ahmet Geçgil had been detained in İskenderun district (Hatay) together with the alleged PKK militants Murat Tekin, Nevzat Çelik, Çetin Yıldırım and Emin Yıldırım. On 22 July the security forces took him to a place, where he should show them material of the PKK. Near Taşoluk village in Kırıkhan district he stepped on a mine and died. 

On 1 August 8 children found a mortar near a military compound in Elazığ. Fırat Çiçek (13), Onur Şahin (15) and Sedat Karakoç (14) died; Ersin Yalçın (12), Ergün Haydaroğlu (11), Engin Haydaroğlu (12), Alican Dönmez (13) and Kubilay Göktaş (13) were wounded, when it exploded. On the same day M. Sıddık Temel died, when he played with a hand grenade he had found in Çalıdüzü village (Bitlis). Two persons were wounded.

At the end of August Selami Ak (20) died, when he stepped on a mine in the rural area of Yüksekova district (Hakkari), while he was grazing sheep. Nizam Süer was wounded

On 28 September the tractor of Hadi Çetin hit a mine, when he had left Taşdelen village in Uludere district (Şırnak) to collect wood. As a result of the explosion Hadi Çetin, Ramazan Dündar and Abdülkerim Zeybek died.

On 26 September a tractor hit a landmine on its way from Genç district (Bingöl) to Modan (Meşedalı) village. The driver Cihan Kaya died. Remzi Kaya and Hasan Yılmaz were wounded and taken to Bingöl State Hospital. The villagers complained that the mines endangered their lives and asked for a removal of them. They said that 2 people had been killed and 8 wounded in just one month.

Selahattin Akan (19) died on 29 September, when he inspected a hand grenade that he had found in Eruh district (Siirt”, while he was collecting wood. 

Ahmet Güneş (24) died on 17 October, when a tractor hit a landmine near Sivritepe village in Ömerli district (Mardin). Ramazan Güneş and Mehmet Kul were wounded.

On 30 October Mesut Nas (10) died, when he played with a bomb he had found in Yavuz Selim quarter of Batman 

Şemsettin Bayram (13) died on 12 December, when the bomb that he had found near Demirli village in Kulp district (Diyarbakır) exploded. On the same day Osman Demir (14) died, when a mine exploded near Selman village in Eğil district (Diyarbakır).

On 30 December İsa Genç (18) died in Şirvan district (Siirt), when he stepped on a mine.

Injuries

Halil Ergül was wounded on 3 January, when he stepped on a mine in Üçkoz Plateau in Erzin district (Hatay). His right foot had to be cut off.

On 3 January Ahmet Demir (8) and Ahmet Aslan were wounded, when the hand grenade they had found near a cemetery exploded. 

The shepherd Ramazan Gevaş (13) was seriously wounded on 16 April, when he mortar he had found in the rural areas of Sîte (Çaypınar) in Midyat district (Mardin) exploded. 
On 11 May İbrahim Tatlı found a mortar near the 40th Regiment. He took it home to sell it as used iron. The mortar exploded, when he tried to heat it over a fire. Tatlı survived the incident without injuries.

On 10 June a minibus drove on a mine near Kulp district (Diyarbakır). Mustafa Sucu and Yasin Bakay were wounded.

On 19 July a minibus hit a landmine on the way from Belanoluk (Hişet) village to Pervari district (Siirt). The driver Fazıl Batıhan, Hüseyin Acar and Halit Batıhan (20) were wounded. They were taken to Pervari State Hospital. It remained unclear, who had planted the mine.

On 30 October 5 refugees from Northern Iraq died in the minefields between Turkey and Greece. The Greek police announced that 35 people had crossed Meriç River, but entered a minefield near Kipi control post. 5 people were killed and 10 wounded.

The brothers Muhtedesen Kaday (13) and Serdar Kaday (10) were wounded on 9 November, when they inspected a bomb they had found on the waste of the gendarmerie in Diyarbakır. The bomb exploded, when they tried to destroy it with stones. Passers-by took them to Diyarbakır State Hospital. After treatment the police took them for an onsite inspection.

In August, Prof. Dr. Serdar Necmioğlu, chair of the Orthopedic and Traumatology Department at the Medical Faculty of Dicle University, declared that cases of injuries increased in 1991-1992. They went down after 1995. He stated that 210 people had been wounded in the last five years, because of anti-tank and anti-personnel mines that had been planted on paths and roads to villages. Adding the number of 64 people, who had been wounded by pistols and 274 people, who had been wounded by rifles, into account the total number of wounded persons had been 548; 209 of them had remained disabled. 

Necmioğlu maintained that the decrease of case after 1995 was the result of better technology for the detection of mines that could be destroyed afterwards.

3.5 Armed Organizations and the Right to Life

Armed organizations conducted less attacks against civilians in 1999, but continued to do so. The most striking examples were the assassination attempt on the governor of Çankırı, Ayhan Çevik, and the bomb attack on Blue Bazaar shopping center in İstanbul. (
)

Deaths in Armed Attacks on Civilians

Unrecognized people opened random fire on the coffee shop Mahir Köşk in Şanlıurfa on 4 January. In the attack with automatic rifles Reşit Aktabur and Fevzi Aktabur died; Ali Dağmacı was seriously wounded.

On 23 January two noise bombs were thrown into a coffee shop in Samandıra-İstanbul. Şaban Akbaş ran after the attackers, who shot him dead. On 30 January 5 alleged PKK members were detained. Among them, Adem Öztürk and İsmet Elmas were accused of having thrown the bombs and killed Akbaş.

A group of unidentified people shot at a coffee shop in Genç district (Diyarbakır) at 10pm on 25 February. Cihan Bozkır, Halim Kandemir and Mehmet Sanık died in the incident. Aydın Sağ, Veysel Sağ, Hikmet Tezer, İbrahim Tezer and Hüseyin Bağlı were wounded.

Bomb Attack on the governor of Çankırı

On 4 March 4 people died in Çankırı as the result of a bomb explosion. The bomb had been planted in a stolen car. Çankırı Governor Ayhan Çevik was wounded. The car with the bomb had been parked in front of a shop selling gas cylinders. The bomb was detonated, when the car with the governor passed. Body guard Nurettin Cinsoy and the passers-by Fatma Dönmez and Emrah Ersoy died on the spot. Alpay Evirgen, who was wounded in the incident, died in Ankara Numune Hospital on 14 March. (
)

On 6 March Kemal Ertürk (Mustafa Eren) was detained in Sivrihisar district (Eskişehir) and his cousin Bülent Ertürk was detained in İstanbul. They had allegedly been involved in the attack. Also in March Lale Açık was detained in Tokat. She was alleged to be a member of TİKKO, the suspected organization behind the attack. About 18 people had been detained during control in the region of the attack. All of them were released, since it turned out that they were not linked to the incident.

Ankara SSC remanded Kemal Ertürk on 13 March, Bülent Ertürk and Lale Açık on 14 March. The prosecutor at Ankara SSC indicted Kemal Ertürk, Bülent Ertürk, Lale Açık and Nihat Konak on 30 April, demanding the death penalty according to Article 146 TPC. The other defendants Şener Kökten, Özgür Deniz Demirdiş, Sevinç Güden, Selahattin Yurdaer, Murat Demirdiş, Turan Açık and Arap Deniz were accused of membership of an illegal organization according to Article 168 TPC and had to expect sentences of up to 22 years’ imprisonment.

In May Bülent Ertürk and Kemal Ertürk, who had been put in Eskişehir Prison, started an indefinite hunger strike on the grounds that their life security was at risk. They rejected to testify in the first hearing for the same reason.
Further detentions were made in İstanbul in August. Muharrem Horoz and Yalçın Özbek were remanded on charges of membership to TKP/ML-TİKKO and participation in the attack in Çankırı. On 5 October Mesut Deniz was detained in Havza district (Samsun). Ankara SSC remanded him on 12 October. He was indicted under Article 146 TPC. The files of Horoz and Özbek were combined with the main case in Ankara. The trial at Ankara SSC did not conclude in 1999. 
The “Blue Bazaar”

Fire broke out in the shopping center “Blue Bazaar” in İstanbul-Göztepe, when on 13 March Molotov cocktails were thrown at it. 13 people died and 6 were wounded, two of them seriously. The victims were: İbrahim Taslı, Ayşe Akın, Seval Balcı, Zeynep Nezahat Beyazgül, Şen Yeşildağ, Meltem Özkılıç, Filiz Soydemir, İlknur Keleş, Neşe Rusçuk, Fevziye Şahinöz, Ümit Ayyürek, Sonnur Atalay and Hüsnü Kenar.  Remziye Şahinöz, Selami Demirci, Senem Ayyürek, Tolga Ak and Hakan Savcı were wounded. The attackers were said to have been four people. The PKK was suspected to be behind the attack. 

The media accused the HRA of protecting the terrorist. HRA chairman Hüsnü Öndül replied by saying that the protests of the HRA against attacks on civilians were not published. According to the daily “Özgür Politika”, published in Europe, the PKK was not responsible for the attack. A group under the name of “Nationalist Kurdish Revenge Forces” had claimed responsibility. 

Some 100 people were detained after the attack. Among them İsmail Ekinci was remanded on 19 March on charges of having supported the attackers. Neytullah (Beytullah) Getiren, Hakim Yavaş, Ayetullah Yavaş, Veysi İyi and Ali Yeşiltepe were detained as the ones, who had carried out the attack. They were also accused of having planted a bomb under a car in the shopping center Atrium. On 23 March General Director for Security, Necati Bilican, alleged that Hakim Yavaş and Ayetullah Yavaş had planted the bomb in the shopping centers Carrousel (
) and Atrium, while he accused Bilican, Getiren, İyi and Yeşiltepe of having thrown the Molotov cocktails at the “Blue Bazaar”. (
)

At the end of March Metin Yamalak was detained in Mersin. İstanbul SSC remanded him on 6 April on charges of having participated in the attack. On 31 March lawyer Gülizar Tuncer stated that İstanbul SSC had charged her client Neytullah Getiren, Veysi İyi and Ali Yeşiltepe, whom the General Director for Security, Necati Bilican, had shown as the assailants, only with membership and support of an illegal organization and not the attack on the “Blue Bazaar”.

The prosecutor at İstanbul SSC demanded the death penalty for Yamalak. The indictment of 30 April also asked for the death penalty of Azime Işık, Ergin Atabay and Abdullah Günay. Their trial started on 14 July at İstanbul SSC. Metin Yamalak alleged that there was a plot against him, since he was an executive of HADEP.

In the hearing of 3 December Metin Yamalak repeated that he was working in the Youth Commission of HADEP and complained about frequent detentions and threats by the police. On 5 March he had gone to Mersin in connection with the upcoming elections and he had heard of the incident on TV. Abdullah Günay stated that he was working for HADEP. Police officers had kidnapped him on 24 April and his statement to the police had been extracted under torture. Belgin Açkanıran was heard as witness. She stated that she was shown a drawing at the police station, but she had asked to see Metin Yamalak in person to identify him. She had been told that the person in question had lost 15 kilograms in 10 days and she would not recognize him, if she saw him. Witness Ahmet Büyükkayıkçı stated that the attackers had not hidden their faces. He had identified Metin Yamalak from the drawing. Among the defendants the witness later identified Ergin Atabey as Metin Yamalak. When the judge asked him about the fact that the attackers had come in a car, Büyükkayıkçı said that he had not said it. The police had written that part of his testimony. Defense lawyer Eren Keskin stated that the testimony of the witnesses showed the contradictions of the indictment. The fact that her name was also mentioned in the indictment was an indication that the whole case was just a plot. 

On 13 December Çimen Işık, brother of Azime Işık was remanded by İstanbul SSC on charges of membership to the PKK.

Further Cases

On 16 March an explosion occurred in car with a foreign license plate near Kırıkhan district (Hatay). The Bulgarians Dimitri Dimitrov and Jivkov İvanov died.

Celil Gür and Bayram Acar were found near Aksu village in Suşehri district (Sivas) on 5 April. They had been strangled to death.
On 3 May unidentified people stopped three cars near Koyulhisar district (Sivas). They forced the passengers to get out of the cards and killed Ali Yıldırım (19) and Ali Kaya. Hasan Yaylacı was wounded and the attackers escaped.

An armed group attacked a repair station of the national village service in Çat district (Erzurum) on 11 May. They killed the guard Cevdet Polat and wounded the staff Salih Güven, Nejdet Özbay, Fuat Çeçen and Mustafa Kurt.

Unidentified people shot at a coffee shop on Yenimahalle district (Elazığ) on 1 July. Ferhat Bulut, Şükrü Tuna, İdris Yeter and Bilal Cömert died in the attack, while Levent Gülkan, Murat Çiçek, Nihat Orhan, Mehmet Aslan, Serdar Yavuz and Fatih Kanter were wounded. In the ensuing police operation Şükriye Kaymaz and an unnamed PKK militant were killed. In the clash police officer Hüseyin Mustafa Demircan was wounded.

Faik Handemir (39) died, when on 4 July a bomb exploded in a park in İstanbul-Avcılar. 25 people were wounded, 7 of them seriously. The names of the seriously wounded persons were: Şaban Gören, Batuhan Gören, Şefik Gören, Arife Yıldız, Erkan Karaca, Derya Handemir (wife of Faik Handemir), İskender Handemir (son of Faik Handemir).

On 14 July unidentified people killed the villagers Hakan Akçagöz, Ahmet Akçagöz, Vedat Akçagöz and Fatih Doğan near Aydoğan village in Refahiye district (Erzincan). Murat Ayyıldırım was wounded.

Street vendor Erkan Çam was killed by armed people in İstanbul-Kadıköy on 26 July. The DHKP/C was held responsible for the attack. On 27 July Ziya Adıgüzel was wounded to his leg with a knife. Both incidents in Kadıköy were allegedly linked to each other. The allegation said that the people introducing themselves as DHKP/C members had asked both men for money.

Injuries

On 11 February a bomb exploded in front of the building of İstanbul Bar Association in İstanbul, İstiklal Road. Celal Demirci and İbrahim Boğaçhan were wounded.

On 19 February a group of people attacked a bus from the municipality on duty between Taksim and Mustafapaşa with stones and sticks. Ahmet Altın was wounded by a stone in his face.

A hand grenade was thrown into Harvard Café in İstanbul-Etiler on 25 February. Müge Sungur, Çetin Tuğal and Murat Görkay were wounded.

On 28 February a group of 4 people threw a splinter bomb into a coffee shop in İstanbul-Esenler. Kazım Kalaycı, Kenan Kalaycı, Mustafa Yılmaz, İbrahim Kalaycı, Erdal Demir, Ahmet Yılmaz, Sadettin Sezgin, Yıldırım Durur, İbrahim Çiftçi, Zeki Çokaçkan, Cumhur Gürsoy, Ergun Gürsoy, Ahmet Kalaycı and Erdur Yılmaz were wounded.
One woman was wounded at the beginning of March, when a bomb exploded in a vehicle parked in Ankara-Gaziosmanpaşa.

Selçuk Sancak (17) and Soner Aksoy were wounded on 14 March, when a bomb under a lorry in İstanbul-Yenibosna exploded.
On 15 March a Molotov cocktail was thrown at a car on Uğur Mumcu Road in Ankara. The passer-by Semra Özmen was wounded. 

On 18 March a bomb was thrown into the saloon of people from Erzincan in İstanbul-Ümraniye. Duran Ay, Dursun Soydaş, Nazım Acar and Fazıl Gürbüz were wounded.

The soldiers Ramazan Çubuk, İsmail Orhan, Göksun Tor, Gökhan Tezgahtür, Selami Işık, Mahir Sosyal and Hakan Yılmaz and the guests İbrahim Avcı, Rıfat Kutlu and Mehmet Aksoy were wounded, when on 16 May a bomb was thrown into a coffee shop in Atatürk Street in Dörtyol district (Hatay).

The German citizens Patrick Klein and his wife Süreyya Klein were wounded on 2 June, during a bomb attack on Masal Bar in İstanbul-Kadıköy. Allegedly İBDA-C militants carried out the attack.

On 4 July Abdülselam Tutal injured Hüseyin Mert and İsmail Aydemir with a knife, after he had entered the building of the İP.

On 11 July a bomb exploded in the cellar of a café in Van. Muammer Bayrakçı, Orhan Arslan, Nedim Karakaya, Emin Aras, Kenan Şahin, Nezir Haktanır, Faruk Binici, Mehmet Ali Ağataş, Hüseyin Aras, Alaattin Yurdakul (Yurdakalan), Remzi Menteş, Sıddık Karagülle, Metin Kalkan, Nurten Kalkan, Şerife İşgör and Mehmet İşgör were injured.

On 12 July a bomb exploded in a taxi-bus in İstanbul-Şirinevler. Funda Sokur and Cemal Özdemir were injured. 

Shots were fired at the house of Rıdvan Başabaş in Siverek district (Şanlıurfa) on 5 August. Rıdvan Başabaş and his daughter F. B. (15) were seriously wounded.

On 25 August unidentified people shot at minibus on its way from Diyarbakır to Derik district (Mardin). The passenger Hikmet Güneş was wounded.

An explosion occurred on 10 September in the building of the Treasury for the Marmara Region in İstanbul-Şişli. 23 people were wounded, one of them seriously. On the same day another bomb was found in the building of the employment office in Unkapanı. The DHKP/C claimed responsibility for both incidents.

As a result of a bomb explosion in the building of the Economic Development Foundation in İstanbul-Şişli on 6 October the passers-by Yalçın Balkış, Remziye Çelik, İlknur Ark, Zennure Akpınar, Serap Köprülü, Zarifiye Erbaş, İbrahim Erbaş and Nevin Yılmaz were slightly wounded.

A bomb that had been planted in the section of alcoholic drinks in the shopping center Carrefour in İstanbul-Kadıköy exploded on 19 December, injuring the woman Ayfer Sağbili slightly. In the parking space of the shopping center another explosion occurred. İBDA/C took responsibility for the acts.

Kidnappings

Ahmet Aydın, the imam (preacher) of Benlizade Mosque in Tarsus, Mersin, was abducted on 19 March by alleged Hezbollah militants. Ahmet Aydın’s wife Fatma Aydın disclosed that her husband had continuously been threatened by Hezbollah, and said, “The members of the Hezbollah demanded my husband to keep the doors of the mosque open from the evening prayer until the night prayer. However, my husband did not do so as it was against the law. The discussions on this matter intensified after the summer. They told my husband, ‘If you go on to act like this, we will erase you’.” During the operations carried out after the kidnapping of Ahmet Aydın, 11 people were detained. Five of these people were later remanded.

On 13 February 10 TİKKO militants kidnapped Mustafa Aydın and Selahattin Öztürk in Erbaa district (Tokat).
On 25 April 6 TİKKO militants raided the concrete factory Tokbesan in Tokat. They set the vehicles on fire and abducted the guards Cihangir Uygun and Abdullah Cinger.

PKK militants raided Alaniçi village (Muş) in 6 May and kidnapped Abdülkerim Gültekin (55) and his son Bayram Gültekin.

On 16 May PKK militants kidnapped the teachers Cengiz Tan and İbrahim Tanrıoğlu, on duty in Sarmaç village (Van).

Six village guards, who had been kidnapped by PKK militants near Ağaçdibi village, Çukurca district (Hakkari) at the end of October, were released at the beginning of December. Bedel Korkmaz died on the way of return.

Incidents of kidnapping increased after November. During this time Hezbollah was held responsible for the kidnapping of İzzetin Yıldırım, chairman of the Zehra Education and Culture Foundation, Mehmet Salih Dündar, Mehmet Sait Avcı, İsmail Aksoy, Ramazan Yaşar, Cihangir Gufrandi (Gaffari) Negiş, Mehmet Kanlıbıçak, Ahmet Atçı, Ömer Çınar, Şuayip Yetiş, Kadri Tüzer and Mehmet Sümbül.

Killed Soldiers and Police Officers

On 24 March unidentified people opened fire on a vehicle of the gendarmerie in İstanbul-Esenyurt. The soldier Hikmet Ünal was killed.

In an attack on a control post of the police in the center of Van on 1 July, one police officer was killed and another one was wounded. The next day fire was opened on a control post of the police on the road between Van and Özalp. The police officer Ayhan Sarıçiçek was killed and Hasan Basu was injured.

On 18 July retired police officer Muzaffer Gürsakaya was shot in front of his house in Sakarya, where he was running a coffee shop. He died on the spot.

Suicidal attacks

In Batman the PKK militant Nezahat Boyacı conducted a suicidal attack on a police station with a bomb on her body. She came to Şehit Kaplan Kıran Police station at 2.30pm on 5 March. When she met with warnings and preventive movements of the police officers she exploded the bomb. Nezahat Boyacı died in the incident. The police officer Yakup Eken and İsmetullah Dövek plus two children were wounded. 

On 20 March the PKK militant Taceddin Şahin conducted a suicidal attack near the Traffic Directory in Van. He died in the incident, while the police officers Özer Sönmez and Ferhat Çahan and the civilian Veysi Öz were injured. 

During the suicidal attack on İstanbul Taksim Square on 27 March the PKK militant Meral Mamyak died and 11 people were wounded. The woman came towards a police car around 12.40am, but was stopped 20 meters away from it. She raised her hands and exploded the bombs, when the police officers approached her. As a result of the attack the police officers Duran Gökçek, Mustafa Tokalaş and Yılmaz Erdoğan and the civilians Alparslan Göktay (31), Akın Günaydın (39), Ezgi Gürlevik (12), Çiğdem Kılıç (Gürlevik-22), Serpil Ercan (24), Esma Yurdakul (21), Göksal Uysal (16) and a child with the first name of Mustafa were injured. Reportedly two more people run away after the attack. 

On 4 April Canan Akgün (27) died in Erdemli village (Tunceli), when the bomb on her exploded. Police officers alleged that the bombs exploded, before she could conduct a suicidal attack.

On 5 April the PKK militant Baki Tatlı conducted a suicidal attack against Bingöl Governor Süleyman Kamçı. Baki Tatlı and Nuray Balülken (16) died, while 20 people including 4 police officers were wounded. The governor survived without injuries. The incident was reported as follows:

At 1.30pm two people came towards the governor, when he stepped out of his car. One of them was running and exploded the bomb, when he thought he was close. However, the hand grenade throw into his direction, too, had no effect. The PKK militant and Nuray Balülken died, while the police officers Erden Ekşi, Ahmet Keleş, Ahmet Tokgöz, Ahmet Şentürk, the driver Faik Şenlik and the passers-by Zehra Baylaz, Bilal Bugurlu, Nurettin Erden, Osman Bulut, Salih Atala, Zeynep Baluken, Gülşah Baylaz, Hatun Doymuş, Yaşar Turan, Hakan Doğru, Aydın Azak, Mücahit Yolagelen, Hüseyin Ayata, Rahmi Solhan and Mehmet Şenlik were wounded.

On 8 April a suicidal attack was carried out against Hakkari Governor Nihat Canpolat in Yüksekova district. The PKK militant and Çetin Deniz, the driver of the Governor, died in the attack, whereas 5 persons were wounded. In the attack, which was carried out at 3.50pm on Cengiz Topal Street, Governor Canpolat, Hakkari Provincial Gendarmerie Regiment Commander Colonel Tahir Çebi, guarding police officer Nesim Saz and driver Çetin Deniz and two persons were wounded. Canpolat and the 2 persons, whose names could not be revealed, were discharged from hospital after a brief medical treatment, whereas Çebi, Deniz and Sav were transferred to Van Medical Faculty Hospital via a helicopter. Çetin Deniz died on the way to the hospital. A curfew was announced in Yüksekova after the attack. The PKK militant who carried out the attack was reportedly male, aged 25-30. Meanwhile, cameramen from NTV, TGRT and SHOW TV were prevented by the police when they wanted to take pictures of Governor Canpolat. The police seized the cameras and the equipment of the journalists.

On 2 June, an explosion took place in the vicinity of the 23rd Gendarmerie Division Headquarters in Şırnak. It was claimed that a PKK militant, who would carry out a suicide attack against the Division Headquarters, detonated the bomb strapped to his body when he was halted by a village guard named Halit Bayar, who was working on his field near the Division Headquarters. Ceylan Bayar (7), the daughter of the village guard, was reportedly wounded in the explosion. It was also claimed that another PKK militant survived the explosion and managed to run away.
In Adana, a 19-year old PKK militant, Ruşen Tabancı with the code name “Berfin-Zozan,” carried out a suicidal attack against the building where the Financial Branch and Wireless Communication Center of Adana Security Directorate is located. In the attack on 5 July, the female PKK militant died when she exploded the bomb strapped to her body, whereas police officers Hasan Genç, Levent Beler, Bayram Kuru, Yaşar Dogan, Mehmet Telsiz, Nuri Conker, Hasan Akça, Alay Rençber, Nermin Yildirim, Erdogan Aslan and Hüseyin Köse, and the civilians Ahmet Taşa, Alaattin Özkiran (12) and Salih Çelik were wounded.
The trial launched against 14 people in connection with the attack ended at Adana SSC on 14 December. In the trial, Ruşen Tabancı and Nusret Pirinççioglu were each sentenced to 12 years 6 months in prison on charges of “being members of the PKK,” whereas Mevlüt Karayigit, Hüsnü Çilgen and Şahibe Gergersoy were each sentenced to 3 years 9 months in prison on the accusations of “aiding the PKK.” The defendants Uğur Gürü, Bedri Şen, Mithat Aksu, Mahmut Gergersoy and Hamza Aktaş, who were prosecuted without arrest, were acquitted. 

Veli Şen died on 27 August, when he wanted to conduct a suicidal attack on a control post of the police near the Directory for Village Services in Tunceli. Reportedly the bombs on the alleged TİKKO militants exploded, when he was 75 meters away from the control post.

Killed Confessors

Halil Taş (39) was killed in his house in İstanbul-Sarıgazi on 23 July. His wife Hanife Taş was injured. Allegedly Halil Taş was killed by TİKKO on the grounds that he was a police informer.

On 17 September Cavit Çiftçi was attacked in his house in İstanbul-Maltepe. He died in hospital on 18 September. Reportedly Cavit Çitçi had become a repentant confessor, when he was imprisoned in Ceyhan as an alleged TİKKO militant. He participated in the hunger strikes in 1996 and had been released shortly after becoming a confessing militant.

On 12 October the villager Hasan Şahin was killed in Soku village, Suluova district (Amasya). The assailants were not identified, but it was reported that Hasan Şahin was killed, because he provided the security forces with information about TİKKO militants.

Cases Continuing from Earlier Years

The Egyptian Bazaar

On 9 July explosions in the Egyptian Bazaar in İstanbul-Eminönü resulted in the death of 7 persons and wounding of 127 others. In December 1998 15 people were indicted in connection with the incident. The death penalty was sought for sociologist Pınar Selek (
), Abdülmecit Öztürk (
), Alaattin Öğet, İsa Kaya and Kübra Sevgi under Article 146 TPC, and prison terms between 3 and 31 years were demanded for Baran Öztürk, Heval Öztürk, Ercan Alır, Maşallah Yağın, Delibaş Arat, Menderes Öğet, Erkan Öğet, Hasan Kılıçdoğan, Alican Öğet and Suat Kaya.

The first hearing was conducted on at İstanbul SSC on 14 April. Sociologist Pınar Selek stated that she was seeking to understand the gap between Kurdish and Turkish people: “I was willing to meet PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan. In order to understand this party one has to understand Abdullah Öcalan. While I starting this research, I was well aware that I would be prosecuted here, but I could not imagine such a big plot against me.” Pınar Selek did not accept the accusations that bombs and equipment used to make bombs had been found in the workshop she worked in Beyoğlu, İstanbul. The other defendants in the trial also pleaded not guilty and stated that they were not repentant, thus they wanted to be transferred to some other prison than Kırklareli Prison. 
The trial continued at İstanbul SSC on 5 July. A bomb expert, Nazmi Nuri Çelik, was heard in the hearing. He said, “As a result of our examination on the dead and wounded persons, we could not find a sign or evidence that would prove that the reason was a bomb explosion. Most important of all, we could not find the center of the explosion. If a bomb blasted, there should have been a hole of at least 50 centimeters deep. We concluded that the reason of the explosion was a leak from a liquid gas cylinder in the buffet.” In the hearing, Pınar Selek said that she had been detained two days after the incident, and she had not been asked any questions regarding the explosion. The defendants from Kırklareli Prison disclosed that they could not prepare their defenses in the prison, and that they had begun a hunger strike on 31 June demanding their transfers to Gebze or Ümraniye prisons.
The debate on the reason of the explosion continued after the testimony of bomb expert Nazmi Nuri Çelik. Authorities from İstanbul Police HQ asserted that a bomb had blasted. They claimed that the remains of the bomb could have been annihilated due to the high temperature because of the TNT or during the rush after the explosion. The police authorities stated that examinations in 3 different laboratories in İstanbul and Ankara had indicated that the reason of the explosion was TNT, and they also stated “the suspects had assumed responsibility for the bombing during their interrogation by the police.” Three memoranda written on 9, 10 and 13 July 1998 by Nazmi Nuri Çelik and bomb expert police officers, on the other hand, read that “there was no sign of a bomb.” The expertise report that was prepared on the basis of the examination at the Police Criminal Laboratory stated that “acetone-phased nitrocellulose remains and nitrate ions had been found.” Yet the report continued as follows: “However, it could not be determined whether the explosion at Ünlüoğlu Buffet had taken place due to gasses or a bomb, or whether a substance, the danger of which could not have been estimated and which might have been kept in the buffet for a long period, had caused the explosion when hit by any material that affected the substance on the day of the incident. Any remaining which could have been a part of a bomb was not found neither in the buffet or in the vicinity.” A report prepared by İstanbul University Forensic Institute Natural Sciences Department, read that the reason of the explosion was not a liquid gas cylinder, but explosives that contain nitrocellulose.
In the hearing of 13 September contradictions on the date of Pınar Selek’s detention were discovered. The defendants did not testify in the hearing, protesting the conditions in Kırklareli and Ümraniye Prisons. Superintendent Selim Öztürk and police officers Yusuf Hacıalioğlu and Mustafa Kara were heard as witnesses. They said that they did not remember the details, but the minutes were correct. Deputy superintendent Hüseyin İslamoğlu said that they had found a bomb at “Street Artists Workshop” when defendant Pınar Selek had shown them her place. The defense lawyers criticized the testimonies of the police officers, stating that they had claimed that the minutes were correct, although they did not remember the details of the operation. Meanwhile, Pınar Selek’s father, lawyer Alp Selek said that there was a note that his daughter had been detained at 6pm on 11 July 1998, and a report which read that she had helped to find the bombs during the search at the workshop on 12 July 1998. Selek stated that the report on the examination of the bombs was written around 5am on 11 July 1998 and said, “If you look at this, you will see that the examination of the bombs had started and the defendant’s fingerprints had been taken before she was actually apprehended.” Bahri Belen, one of Pınar Selek’s lawyers, stated that the minutes had shown that Pınar Selek had been detained 13 hours after the search at the workshop.
In the hearing of 6 December two employees from the Egyptian Bazaar were heard. The case was not concluded in 1999.

Killing of Sabancı 

The trial launched against 11 people in connection with the killing of businessmen Özdemir Sabancı (55) and Haluk Görgün (43), and Secretary Nilgün Hasefe (40), on 9 January 1996, continued at İstanbul SSC on 26 January. In the hearing, Galip Akbaş, one of the security officers of the Sabancı Center in İstanbul, was heard as an eye-witness. Galip Akbaş said that he had checked the IDs of the defendants on the day of the assassination before letting them in, and he had entered the ID information on computer. He added that he had let them in without a search, as they had been searched at A Entrance.

In this trial the defendants Mustafa Duyar, Fehriye Erdal, İsmail Akkol and Ercan Kartal were charged under Article 146/1 TPC, which requires the death penalty. Lawyer Metin Narin, Fatma Erdem, Ejder Güngör, Mehmet Gökmen, Ferhan Taş, Nazlı Güngör, Murteza Deveci and Melek Akkaya were charged with supporting an illegal organization.

Meanwhile repentant confessor Mustafa Duyar was killed in Afyon Prison on 15 February. (For details see the chapter on deaths in prison.) In the hearing of 6 April defendant Ercan alleged that the Sabancı family had ordered the killing of Duyar and claimed that the DHKP/C was not responsible for it.

On 8 June the arrest warrant against Murteza Deveci and Ferhan Taş were lifted.

Fehriye Erdal, wanted with an arrest warrant in absentia was detained in Belgium on 26 September. She was carrying an ID on the name of “Neşe Yıldırım” and was accompanied by Musa Asaoğlu, Kaya Saz and Hasan Ekici. On 3 November the Turkish Justice Ministry presented the file with the demand of extradition to the Belgium Foreign Ministry.

During the hearing of 4 November İstanbul SSC quoted from the extradition request. Stating that Fehriye Erdal would be charged under Article 146 TPC requiring the death penalty the Court had asserted that the defendant would benefit from all rights laid out in international conventions. Defendant Metin Narin stated that the Court should not expect an extradition to a country with so much torture and human rights violations. In the same hearing Ercan Kartal presented a report to the court on the traces of torture he had been subjected to 4 years ago. The Court decided to wait for an answer of Belgium on the extradition request.

On 16 December Fehriye Erdal’s lawyer Raft Jespers declared that his client had applied for asylum.

The Marmara Hotel

The court case in connection with the bombing of The Marmara Hotel in İstanbul on 30 December 1994 that resulted in the deaths of journalist-writer Onat Kutlar and the archeologist Yasemin Cebenoyan continued at İstanbul SSC No. 3 throughout 1999. In this case 20 alleged members and supporters of the PKK are on trial.

The prosecutor at İstanbul SSC requested the death penalty according to Article 125 TPC for the defendants Deniz Demir and Hicran Kaçmaz (both repentant confessors), Hasan Kızılkaya and Abdülcelil Kaçmaz. The other defendants, Zeydin Güleç, Nimet Kaçmaz, Abdullah Çolak, Ömer Filizer, Sait Aytemiz, Abdulkadir Er, Abdulrezzak Aydın, Ramazan Gülle and Mehmet Ali Güneşlu were charged under Article 169 TPC for supporting the PKK. The prosecutor later demanded acquittal for the defendants Mehmet Şah Altan, Abdulhalik Yunus and Mehmet Uğurlu, but the Court did not conclude the case in 1999. 

Attacks by extreme right-wing groups

Extreme right-wing groups continued their attacks in 1999. An increase was observed in attacks on lyceum students and pressure on organizational activities at grammar schools. Besides attacks of the extreme right on students at universities attacks on HADEP and left-wing parties by the extreme right and the security forces increased in 1999, since it was a year with elections.

In February Interior Minister Cahit Bayar answered a question tabled by Mustafa Kul, MP for the CHP from Erzincan. He stated that 45 rightist students had been detained in connection with incidents at the universities in 1998. Two of the students had been remanded. Bayar did not present figures for the attacked students, but stated: “Legal publications of leftist terror organizations claim that the ‘idealist youth’ is attacking leftist students systematically and the police is inciting and protecting them. When the leftist students defend themselves or are just the attacked party, the police allegedly detain them. Such claims are seen as plans to push the country into chaos.” 

In 1999 at least 64 people, most of them students, were wounded in attacks of the extreme right. Following the attacks 170 persons were detained, most of them left-wing students. On 24 April right-wingers shot and killed İbrahim Alagöz in Groningen, Netherlands. Hacı Resul Baran was wounded. After the attack three people were detained. On 1 June idealists attacked the Federation of Migrant Workers in Germany in Cologne and killed the staff members Erol İspir.

Incidents

On 22 December 1998, students adhering the Nationalist Action Party (MHP) attacked left-wing students at Ankara University, Faculty of Science, Department of Physics. In the incident, in which two students were wounded, one of the MHP adherents opened fire into the air. The police dispersed the MHP adherents, who also attacked the building in which the left-wing students took shelter. Left-wing students closed the doors of the university, and demanded that the police should leave the university and they should be given permission to make a press statement. When the students did not leave the university, the police entered the building from the back door and detained 40 of the students. 

In İstanbul Marmara University Faculty of Communication, some 20 adherents of the MHP attacked left-wing students on 30 December 1998, wounding a left-wing student named Ümit Kraals. 
On 4 January, a group of right-wing students attacked with meat-cleavers, stabs and clubs left-wing students at İstanbul Marmara University Faculty of Communication. The left-wing students took shelter in the faculty building. The right-wing students gathered with another group coming from outside. The left-wing students did not leave the building until the police arrived. About 10 persons were detained. Some students were hospitalized. 3 of them were detained after medical treatment at the hospital. The names of the students hospitalized after the attack were: Hasan Güler, Abdullah Demir, İrfan Yirmibeş, Kudret Özen, Ekrem Hacıhasanoğlu, Ümit Karahasan, Hüseyin Dağ and Hüseyin Asal. One finger of Hüseyin Asal was cut in the attack with meat-cleavers, and he was operated. 

In Harran University in Urfa, rightist students attacked left-wing students in the evening of 11 January while the left-wing students were leaving the school. Ali Yavaş and Berat (surname not known) were wounded during the attack. Faysal Sarıyıldız, Gazi Gürbüz, İsmet Turgut, Uğur Aktaş, Ferda Aktaş, Eyüp Kanat, Muammer Özdil, Sedat Önalan, Berat, Taner, Mustafa and Kenan (surnames not known) and four left-wing students, whose names could not be established, were detained after the incident.
The nose of Hüseyin Özdemir, a student at Çanakkale 18 Mart University, was broken during the attack of rightist students in the cafeteria of the Faculty of Science and Literature on 12 February. 

Zeynel Polat, the Deputy Director of İstanbul Ümraniye Industrial Vocational High School, was attacked on 12 March by alleged adherents of the MHP. The assailants stabbed Zeynel Polat in his lower belly when he came to the school at about 8am, and then ran away. Executive members and members of the Eğitim Sen Trade Union (Trade Union of Education, Science and Culture Laborers), who gathered in front of the school, were dispersed by the police. Eğitim Sen Branch No. 2 Secretary Vedat Odabaşı was detained by the police. 
At the end of February the students Serdar Fedia and Deniz Dağ from Malatya İnönü University were wounded in an attack by MHP followers. One of the attackers, Salih Bayrak, was reportedly also involved in the killing of the student Ümit Cihan Tarho. 

On 23 March the student Ercan Kalener from the Faculty of Literature at İstanbul University and member of the ÖDP, was attacked by some 10 MHP followers. He was wounded to his head by a hatchet and had to be treated in the urgency unit of Esnaf Hospital 

On 27 May, students close to the MHP attacked left-wing students at Ankara University Faculty of Statistics, History and Geography (DTCF) with clubs. The incidents started at the History Department of the school, and spread with the participation of students from other departments. In the attack the students Aydın Kıvrak, Şerife Aslan, Didem Eraş, Murat Önür and Aytekin Akar were wounded. 

In the morning of 28 May, two MHP followers, who had participated in the attack on 27 May, were beaten by a group of students. Around noon, Ertuğrul Düz, a leading figure among the rightist students, and a group of MHP followers walked on the leftist students with knives in their hands. In the aftermath, the police in the university detained the leftist students under beating. The police reportedly threw pieces of broken windows on the students who took shelter at the Theater Department and directed their guns at the students. During the incidents, 71 students were detained. Aydın Kıvrak and Murat Ömür, the students who had been wounded in the incidents on 27 May, were detained in the morning on 28 May after they were discharged from hospital. These students were reportedly confronted with the MHP followers at Seğmenler Police Station and identified Halil Ferah, Fatih Küçük and Ertuğrul Düz. Still, the three students were released without appearing before the prosecutor. After the incidents, the police also intervened in the press meeting of the HRA, held in front of the Human Rights Monument on Yüksel Street on 28 May. The police detained HRA Ankara branch executives Gökçe Yılmaz and Saadet Erdem and the students Uğur Keskin, Ali Güldönmez, Seçil Erdem, Murat Cankara, Suphi Öztaş, Hüseyin Sağlam, Sinan Cem Uzungeç and Yener Esen. The ones detained in front of the Human Rights Monument were released in the evening on 28 May and 41 of the students detained in the Ankara University were released on 29 May. Meanwhile, the examinations at the Faculty of Linguistics, History and Geography were postponed for 5 days.
On 8 April 15 MHP followers came to the Celal Bayar University in Malatya and stabbed the student Güngör Kızılkaya twice. They escaped with a car.

On 15 April Yavuz Tilki and other members of the BBP attacked the student Selami Akçam from the Faculty of Literature at İstanbul University. He had to be taken to hospital. The police intervened into a protest march and detained 41 students.

On 26 April extreme right-wingers attacked students from Ankara Vocational Highschool with knives. Çağdaş Çitkaya was wounded with a knife and 7 students were wounded by sticks. Çitkaya had to undergo an operation at the Hospital of Hacettepe University. Two of the attackers were beaten by left-wingers. They were wounded and the police took them away. After the incident the students İsmail Türker and Okan Özçelik were beaten by right-wingers in front of the police.

Muammer Kalçık, who was detained in Van on 12 May in connection with an ordinary crime and who was released by the prosecution office the next day, was reportedly beaten by MHP followers. After release he was forcibly taken to the Ülkü Ocakları (Idealists’ Union). He was beaten there and suffered dislocation of the right shoulder and nasal fracture. Two of his fingers were broken because of the beating. Necmi Kalçık, the brother of Muammer Kalçık, said that he had gone to the Ülkü Ocakları in order to get back his brother’s ID card, but the MHP adherents did not give it. Necmi Kalçık added that the MHP adherents had threatened his brother, saying that he should not file a complaint and should not go to hospital. 

It was reported that the folksingers Dilaver Eren, Yılmaz Çelik and Erdal Erzincan sustained injuries in an armed attack by an armed group of MHP followers, who raided their house in İstanbul on 12 May. Dilaver Eren was seriously wounded in the attack and hospitalized, whereas Yılmaz Çelik and Erdal Erzincan were slightly wounded. MHP adherent Ayhan Şakar, who was detained after the attack, reportedly made the sign of a wolf head and said, “I am an ülkücü (adherent of the MHP).” Ayhan Şakar was remanded.  

Highschooler S.C., who was kidnapped in Denizli by adherents of the MHP, disclosed that he had been tortured by these persons. S.C. stated that he had previously been kidnapped and threatened by them. Recently MHP members had stopped him at the backyard of the stadium where he had gone to participate in the rehearsals for the 19 May National Festival of Youth and Sports. He said that these persons had carved a slogan, “The Nationalist movement cannot be stopped,” and the emblem of the MHP, the three crescents, on his arms and feet. 

Mustafa Karakuş and Tuncay Nuraliş, students at Kastamonu Faculty of Education, were beaten by some MHP adherents who came to the Student Dormitory of Credit and Dormitory Institution on 27 May. Tuncay Nuraliş was reportedly detained after the incident and Mustafa Karakuş was taken to hospital. 
In Kırşehir-Kaman the teacher Sami Sağır was attacked by some 15 people, including pupils from the grammar school. After the attack of 31 May the teacher was certified 10 days’ inability to work. 

On 8 June a group of some 30 MHP followers attacked student from the Gürçeşme Lyceum in Buca (İzmir). Eight students were wounded. Erkan Günay, Erhan Bekmez and Ulaş İldan had fraction of their heads and noses. 

Erhan Taş and a friend with the first name of Murat, who had graduated from İbrahim Turhan Lyceum in Esenler-İstanbul in 1999 and belonged to the Democratic Lyceum Union of İstanbul, were attacked by MHP followers in mid-June. Taş sustained injuries to various parts of his body, while Murat was slightly wounded.

In Sultanhisar district of Aydın, a group of MHP adherents attacked Sabahattin Karabulut and Aytaç Karakuş, members of the People’s Democracy Party (HADEP), with knives and clubs on the night of 1 August. Karabulut and Karakuş, who got wounded in the attack, were detained after receiving medical treatment. Reportedly the attack took place at the park across the police headquarters, but the police did not intervene. 

In İzmir-Erenler the juveniles Nihat Demirtaş, Zeynel Türkmen, Vedat Demirtaş and Kemal Oktay Aydın were attacked on 3 August by a group of 15 to 20 people, alleged to be members of the Bayraklı Idealists’ Union. Vedat Demirtaş was wounded to his right arm and Kemal Oktay Aydın to his shoulder.

A group of MHP followers injured Ali Arslan, Ejdar Vurgun, Hasan İlhan and Ayhan Ekinci in Yenimahalle quarter of İstanbul-Bağcılar on 7 August.

On 20 October students from the Technical University in Giresun were exposed to an attack of MHP followers. Doğuş Kahramantürk and a student with the first name of Eyüp were wounded.

Bülent Çelebi, student at the Faculty of Law at Marmara University, was beaten by MHP followers on 20 December.

Leftist students were attacked with knives and sticks by MHP adhering students at Marmara University Law Faculty on 22 December. It was reported that the police did not intervene in the attack on the students, who had come to the university early in the morning for their examinations. Ahmet Ergin Ciritçi, Sabir Canbaz and İbrahim Bilmez were hospitalized during the incidents. It was determined that one of the students was wounded by a cleaver and the other by an iron bar. 
Court Cases

Aysel Çelikel

10 months after the official complaint student Zafer Özbek was indicted fir having threatened Prof. Dr. Aysel Çelikel, Dean of the Law Faculty at İstanbul University, over the phone. The indictment of 7 March charged him under Articles 188/3, 191/2 and 273 TPC, because he had used the name of an illegal organization. He had to expect a sentence of up to 32 months’ imprisonment.

Deniz Top

The trial launched against Metin Irmak, who stabbed Deniz Top, a student who was selling a booklet "What does the headscarf cover?”, criticizing Islamic students, on 7 September in Ege University campus, ended at İzmir Criminal Court No. 4 on 3 November. Metin Irmak, who was charged with “attempted murder” under Article 448 TPC that requires a sentence of up to 24 years’ imprisonment, was sentenced to 2 years 2 months in prison.

Kenan Mak

The trial launched against 20 persons in connection with the killing of Kenan Mak, a student at İzzet Baysal University in Bolu, on the night of 3 May 1998, continued at İzmir Criminal Court No. 4 on 6 January. Soner Gökgül (17), the only arrested defendant in the trial, participated in the hearings of the trial for the first time. Soner Gökgül said that he had killed Kenan Mak himself and that there had been nobody along with him at that time. Soner Gökgül claimed that Kenan Mak had attacked him when he had left the Idealists’ Union office. Kenan Mak had attacked them with a knife, and that he had captured the knife of Mak after a short fight and stabbed Kenan Mak a few times. Soner Gökgül added that he had returned to the office and left the knife on the balcony. Lawyers of Kenan Mak (
) reminded that Soner Gökgül told the police that there had been some other persons with Kenan Mak, all with knives, and demanded to consider the video tape in connection with the incident. The court board decided that Soner Gökgül should remain under arrest. The prosecutor originally demanded a prison term between 24 and 30 years for Soner Gökgül, for “intentional murder,” prison terms from 6 months to 6 years 6 months to the other 15 adherents of the MHP for “taking part in the quarrel.” The prosecutor also requested to sentence Mak’s friend Mustafa Orhan, who was with Mak during the quarrel, and Sezai Koçyiğit and Ferit Öncel, who took him to hospital, on the same accusations. 

In the hearing of 10 May lawyer Nedim Değirmenci stated that the sub-plaintiffs did not accept the report by Bolu Forensic Institute. Therefore, they had asked İstanbul Forensic Institute for an opinion.

This report was presented to the court on 9 June. İstanbul Forensic Institute pointed at some deficiencies in the report. Therefore, the intervening lawyers asked for a new report. 

In the hearing of 8 July the intervening lawyers once again asked for an inspection of the video taken during the fight. The court had earlier rejected their demand, because it was not clear, who and how the images had been taken. The prosecutor summed the case up and demanded to sentence Soner Akgül according to Article 448 TPC. He wanted Abdullah Ayan and Kürşat Şahin to be sentenced according 454/3-4, Galip Ayyıldız and Resul Güven according to Articles 456/4 and 464/3 TPC, Özay Gündüz according to Article 464/4 TPC and the remaining defendants according to Article 463 TPC. Because of the hearing the entry and exit of the HADEP offices in Konak were blocked by the police. 
The trial ended at İzmir Criminal Court No. 4 on 8 September. Soner Gökgül, the only remanded defendant in the trial, said in his final words that Kenan Mak and his friends had “almost made propaganda of the PKK” while passing the Idealists’ Union building. This had lead to the fight. Gökgül claimed that he had not intended to kill Mak, but intended to take the knife from him and end the fight. The court passed the following verdict. Soner Gökgül was sentenced to 15 years in prison. Other MHP members, who were prosecuted without arrest, Abdullah Ayan, Fahrettin Tunç, Kürşat Şahin, Özay (Riza) Gündüz, Galip Ayyıldız, Resul Güven, Fatih Yıldırım, Bülent Eken, Tuncay Yılmaz, Hüseyin Aktekinoğlu, Mustafa Emin Yardak, Kürşat Duygulu, Erhan Bayram, Serkan Karadeniz, Fazil Ali Merdanol and Erhan Altun were each given imprisonment terms between 3 months and 6 months, but these sentences were commuted to a fine, and then reprieved. Mustafa Orhan, the friend of Kenan Mak who was along with him during the incident, was given 25 day’s imprisonment. This sentence was also commuted to a fine and then reprieved. Serdar Koçyiğit, Sezai Koçyiğit and Ferit Öncel, who had taken Kenan Mak to hospital after the incident, were acquitted. 

Ümit Cihan Tarho (
) 

The trial launched in connection with the killing of Ümit Cihan Tarho, a student at İnönü University in Malatya, on 11 January 1998 by extreme-rightists because he did not fast in Ramadan, continued at Malatya Criminal Court on 8 March. In the hearing, the Forensic Institution’s report was heard. The report read that Ümit Cihan Tarho was not killed with the knife of Caner Öztürk, who claimed responsibility for the murder, but with the one belonging to Kadri Kılıç. Upon this, Kadri Kılıç said that he would make important statements, and demanded a secret hearing. However, the court board rejected his demand of holding a session in private. Upon this, Kadri Kılıç said that he had no life security in prison and that he was not allowed to meet his lawyer. In the hearing, the intervening lawyers demanded that the life security of Kılıç be maintained. Later, the Presiding Judge accepted the demand by Kılıç, and took the spectators out of the hall. However, Kadri Kılıç wanted that the lawyers also be taken out of the hall. The Court Board rejected this demand, and adjourned the hearing. The defendants in this trial were: Kadri Kılıç (remanded), Caner Öztürk (remanded), Bedri Yaylagül, Mehmet Fatih Gökalp, Mehmet Hanefi Azdikoğlu, Muhammed Şahiner, Korkut Özalp, Levent Mutlu and Memuş Dündar.

The hearing continued at Malatya Criminal Court on 2 June. In the hearing, the defense of defendant Kadri Kılıç was heard. He stated that so far he had not spoken, because he did not believe that he would be convicted. Kadri Kılıç claimed that not he but that Salih Bayrak, Caner Öztürk and Hanifi Azdikoğlu had killed Ümit Cihan Tarho. The intervening lawyer pointed to the fact that Salih Bayrak was not among the defendants and had not even been interrogated, although Caner Öztürk had named him. They asked the court to file an official complaint. 

In the hearing of 29 June Kadri Kılıç stated that he was in prison for 16 months already. Now he wanted to tell the whole truth. On that day he had stepped from a bus and started a quarrel with Erdal Çıtkır. At the same time Caner Öztürk had quarreled with the victim. He had had a knife, but that had fallen to the ground. When Salih Bayrak and Hanifi Azdikoğlu saw that their friend Caner Öztürk was losing they hit the victim with their knives. After Caner had come to his feet he had stabbed the victim once. All three had taken the victim to a building and he had not seen what happened there. Defendant Caner Öztürk asked for time to consult his lawyer. 

In the hearing of 10 November a written statement of Kadri Kılıç was read out. He held the MHP responsible for the act and alleged that earlier petition had been forwarded to the MHP in Malatya and he had been put under pressure because of the petitions. Kılıç also alleged that Salih Bayrak was mainly responsible, but on intervention of the MHP he had been kept out of the trial.

Salih Bayrak was invited to the hearing on 10 December, but did not appear. The case did not conclude in 1999.

Bilal Vural, Hakim Atik

The trial launched against Murat Çap (17) and Doğan Çakmak (18) in connection with shooting and killing Bilal Vural (20) and Hakim Atik (died at hospital on 18 May 1998) on 4 May 1998 in Seyrantepe, İstanbul, concluded at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 4 on 1 February. The court initially gave the death penalty for Doğan Çakmak but the death penalty was later commuted to a prison term of 25 years and a fine of TL. 1.500.000. Murat Çap was sentenced to 1 year 8 months in prison.







� Immediately after the incident police officials stated that Hamdin Salgın and Gülseren Özdemir had been killed. These two people had killed one police officer and injured two others. The police also maintained that a clash broke out, but the public prosecutor in Fatih established during an on-site inspection that no traces of a clash existed in the house.


� During the raid Aydın Güçlü, cameraman of the local TV station KTV, and Yavuz Yavuz, news director of the local paper “Ekspres”, were detained. The police destroyed the images taken by Aydın Güçlü.


� Mustafa Köprü was put on trial with the demand of the death penalty. The trial started on 14 December at Adana SSC. Mustafa Köprü stated that he wanted to become a repentant. The hearing was closed for the public and adjourned in order to evaluate the request. Lawyer Mustafa Çinkılıç, chairman of the ÇHD in Adana and lawyer for Erdinç Aslan raised some questions. He said that Mustafa Köprü had been transferred to a prison in Osmaniye. Although he wanted to confess the court had not taken his testimony. Mustafa Çinkılıç suspected that Köprü might have promised to testify in favor of the police officers involved in the raid. 


� In a traffic accident that happened in İstanbul-Kadıköy on 10 May, when the police was chasing a car with suspected thieves, 2 people died and 3 people were wounded. The car with the thieves hit a taxi. In that car Gülay Safkan and Yılmaz Şennekat died. 


� When on 18 November the acquittal of Oral Çelik had become legally binding he was detained on orders of the Defense Ministry that wanted his report of “not being fit for military service” to be reviewed. 


On 22 November the public prosecutor in Ankara launched another case against Çelik. He accused him and his friend Nebi Doğan of kidnapping the dancer Svetlona Gromova Aleksandır on 11 November to Çelik’s office in Ankara. Çelik was accused of attempted rape, because the dancer could escape when the suspect’s mobile phone rang. The charges against Oral Çelik were based on Articles 429/1, and 416/1 TPC. Oral Çelik had to expect a sentence of up to 12 years’ imprisonment and his friend Nebi Doğan had to expect up to 5 years’ imprisonment.


� Enis Berberoğlu from the daily “Hürriyet” wrote an article on 3 November entitled “the document was found, but Özbey is still free”. He stated that Özbey was under protection in Germany as a witness. German intelligence had used him after the military coup of 12 September (1980). He had been arrested in 1983 with false papers, but had been released shortly afterwards. Berberoğlu alleged that he had been released in order to persuade Abdullah Çatlı and Oral Çelik to say that the KGB was behind the assassination attempt on the Pope. Özbey had confirmed this at a court in Rome. Germany had granted him the status of crown witness.


� Executives of the CHP in İskenderun were put on trial, because they wanted to hold a commemoration meeting for journalist-writer Uğur Mumcu on the anniversary of his death. The public prosecutor in İskenderun indicted them at the end of March on charges of violating the Law on Demonstrations and Meetings. The board members were: Fuat Esmer, chairman, Bestami Çorapçı, secretary, Gazanfer Dik and İbrahim Çebişçi.


� The prosecution of the young girl C.G. (16) started on 21 December at Ankara SSC. The court decided to release her and referred her to a hospital for mental examination. 


� This section deals with violent actions of organizations except the PKK.


� Ali Yörük, reporter with the news agency Ihlas, died in a traffic accident, when he went to see the parents of Ayhan Çevik, living in Tekirdağ-Hayrabolu.


� On 10 March a bomb exploded in a taxi outside the shopping center Carousel in İstanbul-Bakırköy. The taxi driver Ufuk Akdoğan died. Yasemin Yıldırım, Abdullah Başer, Yaşar Kaygusuz, Mustafa Kaygusuz, Önder Mutlubulut, Feridun Eryurt, Cengiz Devrim and Veysel Beran (12) were wounded.


� Cevat Soysal, who was abducted in Moldavia and taken to Turkey on 18 July, was later accused of having ordered the attack on the “Blue Bazaar”.


� A second trial against Pınar Selek started at İstanbul SSC on 10 February. In this trial she was charged with membership of an illegal organization according to Article 168/2 TPC. In the first hearing Miss Selek stated that he testimony in detention had been extracted under torture. This case was combined with the main trial. 


� In the court files two different testimonies of Abdülmecit Öztürk exist, which he reportedly gave to the prosecutor at İstanbul SSC within 15 minutes. According to the daily “Hürriyet” Abdülmecit Öztürk told the prosecutor Engin Baltacı that he admitted his participation in two incidents of bombing, but not the one in the Egyptian Bazaar. He even stated that he was ready to be executed, if any relation to the incident could be established. After this testimony Abdülmecit Öztürk stayed with police officers and reportedly asked to testify a second time. In this testimony he accepted his statement during detention and said that he and Pınar Selek prepared the bomb one day before the action and Selek had chosen the target.


� Mak’s lawyers, Nedim Değirmenci, chairman of the ÇHD in İzmir, Ercan Demir, chairman of the HRA in İzmir, Cemal Çakıcı, former chairman of ÖDP in İzmir, Hacay Yılmaz, board member of ÖDP, Cezmi Yalçınkaya, executive of EMEP, Selver Altun, Firuzan Ayhan Özkaya, Ramiz Sağlam and the observers Ahmet Teymurtaş, Hatice Necla Şengül, Niyazi İletmiş, Ecevit Piroğlu and Haydar Cenan were indicted at İzmir Penal Court No.1, because of a press statement they made in front of the court hall on 11 September. 


� In Malatya, the police intervened in the commemoration ceremony held at the grave of Ümit Cihan Tarho, a student of İnönü University who was killed on 11 January 1998 for not fasting. The police officers, who surrounded the grave of Tarho, dispersed about 700 people under beatings and detained 20 people.  The detainees were released on 12 January.





