6. Freedom of Association

Restrictions on the freedom of association continued in Turkey throughout 2000. The pressure concentrated on political parties such as HADEP and EMEP, but also trade unions, associations and foundations got their share.

All kinds of political organizations in the OHAL region that did not strictly follow the official policy of the State were subjected to oppression. A considerable number of associations were closed down temporarily or permanently, sometimes without presenting any reason. The so-called 28 February phase (campaign against religious activists, termed reactionary) that had started in 1997, continued and resulted inter alias in the closure of 60 branches of the National Youth Foundation (MGV).

1. Political Parties 

The People's Democracy Party (HADEP)

The words of Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit at the beginning of the year “the PKK and the circles representing it want to use HADEP for their illegitimate ends and I hope that HADEP will not permit this” were the first sign that the pressure on HADEP would continue in the year 2000.

On 5 July Ecevit said that he had warned the President of CHP because he had heard of contacts between CHP and HADEP. He said:

“I find it sad for the past, the heritage of the Republican People's Party and dangerous for the regime in Turkey that a serious relation, cooperation or at least a dialogue exists between CHP and HADEP. Earlier the SHP carried HEP into parliament and serious problems arose. I wish that Mr. Öymen will remember this experience.”

In response Altan Öymen said that there was no cooperation with his party and HADEP, but a dialogue and added that a principle of “one cannot talk to HADEP” would not serve the aim of internal peace. 

In November a secret report of the General Staff adopted in connection with a meeting of the CHP in April was leaked to the press. The Intelligence Department of the General Staff commented on the meeting of the CHP under the title of “Project of Solution with the People” as “being in line with the peace plan, which the head of the terrorist had developed in prison”. Such a project was not new and earlier leaders of the CHP had taken similar initiatives. In an attempt not to drop below the 10% hurdle during the next election and to leave the votes in the region to HADEP and FP the party tried to win the sympathy of the local people.

Trials against HADEP

There was no progress in the case launched by the prosecutor at the Court of Cassation with the demand to close HADEP. On 29 January 1999 the prosecutor had forwarded his claim to the Constitutional Court. Among the reasons for closure the prosecutor had pointed at the so-called “calendar case” and the “flag case”, trials that did not conclude at Ankara SSC in 2000.

Case against 47 board members

Ankara SSC sentenced 18 HADEP executives of HADEP in connection with “hunger strikes conducted when the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan was in Italy”. The trial that had started in December 1998 concluded on 24 February. Ankara SSC sentenced HADEP Chairman Ahmet Turan Demir, former Chairman Murat Bozlak and Ankara former Provincial Chairman Kemal Bülbül, former Deputy Chairman Bahattin Günel, Ağrı Mayor Hüseyin Yılmaz, Ankara Keçiören former District Chairman Ali Akgül, former Party Board member Emine Mısır, former Ankara Provincial Executive Board members Rezzan Sümbül, Mehmet Emin Aras, Sevgi Önal, Sultan İzra, Dursun Turan, Cevdet Malgaz, Safiye Akalın, Ahmet Aydın, İlhan Aydın, Hüsamettin Avşar and Şaziye Zoroğlu to 3 years 9 months' imprisonment under Article 169 TPC. The other 29 party executives were acquitted. 

The Court of Cassation conducted one hearing on this case on 16 November, but did not reach a verdict in 2000.

The “Calendar Case”

The “calendar case” continued at Ankara SSC throughout the year. The case had been launched in March 1998 in connection with a calendar that showed a map of Kurdistan. In this trial Murat Bozlak, Hamit Geylani, Ali Rıza Yurtsever and Mehmet Satan were charged under Article 168 TPC and the other 52 executives under Article 169 TPC.

The “Flag Case”

The retrial of the so-called “flag case” related to the fact that during the second ordinary congress of HADEP on 23 June the Turkish flag was taken down continued at Ankara SSC during 2000. In the first verdict of 4 June 1997 Ankara SSC had sentenced Murat Bozlak and Hikmet Fidan (chair of the congress) to 6 years' imprisonment under Article 169 TPC. Another 28 executives had received sentences of 4.5 years' imprisonment under the same provision and 14 defendants had been acquitted. On 18 June 1998 the Court of Cassation had quashed the verdict for 43 defendants including Murat Bozlak on the grounds of insufficient investigation. The sentence of 22.5 years' imprisonment for Faysal Akcan, who had taken down the flag, and the acquittal of Sırrı Sakık and Abdurrahim Bilen had been confirmed. The retrial started on 1 June 1999, but did not conclude in 2000.

Other court cases

The trial launched against HADEP Van Provincial Chairman Abdurrahman Doğar on the grounds of “keeping a bomb in the drawer of his office in the party building” resulted in acquittal. Van Criminal Court passed its verdict on 17 February on the grounds that “it could not be determined who put the bomb there.” The trial had been launched after the police found a bomb in the raid on the office on 19 November 1998. There was a hunger strike in the building to support the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan who was then in Italy. Doğar had been tortured in detention and remanded for 4 months while the trial was continuing. 

Abdurrahman Doğar was also charged in connection with the hunger strike at the offices of HADEP in Van, along with Güllü Fırtına, chairwoman of the women's wing, Selahattin Endakçı, former executive for the central district, the executives Fevzi Melet, Battal Basut and another 40 defendants. On 12 April all defendants were acquitted.

In May the 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation confirmed the sentence of 18 executives of HADEP from Adıyaman and Kahta. Malatya SSC had sentenced them to 45 months' imprisonment under Article 169 TPC.

A trial was launched against Küçükdikili (Adana) Mayor Mehmet Yaşık and 5 municipality workers from HADEP on charges of “supporting the PKK” by keeping defunct Özgür Bakış newspapers and defunct Özgür Halk journals, in the municipality building. The first hearing was held at Adana SSC on 5 September. The prosecutor asked that Mehmet Yaşık, Abdülkerim Timur, Kutbettin Örnek, Emin Erin, Bekir Emen and Hasan Güneş be convicted under Article 169 TPC. The case did not conclude in 2000.

The trail launched against 8 executives of HADEP Malatya Provincial Organization in connection with speeches they made in the 1996 congress of party concluded at Malatya SSC on 6 September. The court board sentenced Kamber Söylemez, Hacı Yavuz and Zeki Kılıçgedik to a fine of TL 3 million each, while it acquitted Mustafa Türk, Abdullah Saygın and Ali Çintay. The SSC separated the file of defendant Ahmet Yücedağ, who could not be heard, and decided to launch an official complaint against lawyer Hasan Doğan. 

The prosecutor at Ankara SSC and the Court of Cassation started an investigation into the 4th Ordinary Congress of HADEP held on 26 November. Allegedly slogans in favor of PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan had been shouted. Videos from the congress were sent to the Constitutional Court as additional evidence in the case with the demand to close the party.

Mayors from HADEP on Trial

Diyarbakır Metropolitan Municipality Mayor Feridun Çelik, Siirt Mayor Selim Özalp and Bingöl Mayor Feyzullah Karaaslan were detained on 19 February upon directives of Diyarbakır SSC. Feridun Çelik was detained while traveling in the car of his office. The lawyers Selim Kurbanoğlu and Sinan Tanrıkulu, who were in the car with him, were also detained, but released after a short while. Selim Özalp was detained in a raid on his house in Siirt. Özalp was later taken to Diyarbakır. Feyzullah Karaaslan, who returned from Germany, was detained at Diyarbakır Airport in the evening on the same day. 

The OHAL Governor commented on the detentions and said that 25 of the 47 persons, who were detained during the operations in Diyarbakır and its districts, were remanded: “The testimonies of the detainees revealed that the mayors made contributions to the works of the PKK within the country and abroad and helped the PKK financially.”

On 22 February Diyarbakır SSC rejected the complaint against the detention of the mayors. Lawyer Sezgin Tanrıkulu stated that Selim Özalp had shown traces of torture during detention. He said that two physicians from the state hospital had been taken to the gendarmerie station, where Mr. Özalp was held and had had the opportunity for a short checkup. The patient had shown grazes under his armpits. 

After 4 days in detention the mayors were remanded on 24 February on charges of supporting the PKK. Many HADEP members and executives had come to the court that took the decision of remand. The police tried to keep them away and detained some 15 people. 

On 25 February the lawyers objected to the arrest warrants against Çelik, Özalp and Karaaslan. Lawyer Sinan Tanrıkulu stated that three people had been captured in the countryside. They had named Abdülkadir Güzel as a PKK member. Yet, the testimony of Abdülkadir Güzel to the police did not contain any evidence against the mayors. Sinan Tanrıkulu also noted that the case of the mayors had been combined with the file against the 47 people that had been detained earlier. 

On 24 February the Minister of the Interior suspended Diyarbakır Mayor Feridun Çelik, Siirt Mayor Selim Özalp, Bingöl Mayor Feyzullah Karaaslan together with Ağrı Mayor Hüseyin Yılmaz, who had been sentenced to 45 months, from duty. 

Feridun Çelik, Selim Özalp and Feyzullah Karaaslan were released on 28 February. Diyarbakır SSC ruled that the suspects had a permanent place to stay and were not likely to run away. Yet Çelik, Özalp and Karaaslan were prohibited from traveling abroad.

At the beginning of March Diyarbakır SSC launched a trial against 22 persons, including Feridun Çelik, Selim Özalp and Feyzullah Karaaslan. The indictment based on the testimonies of Abdülkadir Güzel, allegedly responsible person of the ERNK (political wing of the PKK) for Diyarbakır, and claimed that the mayors “met PKK executive Murat Karayılan in Germany, received orders from the PKK and donated money to the PKK.” The mayors were charged under Article 169 TPC, while other including Diyarbakır Metropolitan Deputy Mayor Ramazan Tekin were charged under Article 168/2 TPC. At the time 16 of the defendants were under remand. 

The trial started on 24 April. Diyarbakır Deputy Mayor Ramazan Tekin, who allegedly had a relationship with repentant Abdülkadir Güzel, stated that he did not accept his testimonies to the police. After the hearing the remanded defendants Mehmet Maksut, Mehmet Aslan, Ömer Taş, Seyit Ahmet Öcalan, Ömer Özer, Hüseyin Utanç and İlhan Kazıkçı were released. Feridun Çelik, Selim Özalp, Feyzullah Karaaslan, Mehmet Aslan, Ömer Taş, Seyit Ahmet Öcalan, Tahir Burhankulu, Hüseyin Utanç, Ömer Özer, Hacı Kaydı, İlhan Kazıkçı, Recai Kazıkçı, Keziban Kazıkçı and Hüseyin Akman were charged under Article 169 TPC, while Abdülkadir Güzel (repentant), Mustafa Yıldız, Sadullah Özdemir, Mehmet Maksut, Medine Yakut, Sabiha Zengin, Hayrettin Aktepe and Ramazan Tekin were charged under Article 168/2 TPC. 

In the hearing of 20 June, Feridun Çelik refused the charges against him stating that he signed the testimony only because he was threatened in detention. After the hearing the Court lifted the ban to travel abroad for Feridun Çelik, Selim Özalp and Feyzullah Karaaslan and released Medine Yakut.

In the hearing of 29 August the defendants Abdülkadir Güzel and Hayrettin Aktepe stated that they wanted to be “repentants.” The court board decided to ask the Ministry for Internal Affairs on whether Güzel and Aktepe could be accepted as “repentants”. In the hearing of 5 December Abdülkadir Güzel, Mustafa Yıldız, Hayrettin Aktepe, Tahir Burhankulu and Hacı Kaydı were released. The trial did not end in 2000.

The Parliamentarian Assembly of the Council of Europe protested against the detention, arrest and trial of the mayors in a joint statement. Nicole Fontaine, chairwoman of the European Parliament asked for an immediate release of the mayors. 

In Diyarbakır, Siirt and other places protest demonstrations were held that resulted in more detentions among the demonstrators. 

Reports in July stated that a trial was launched against Diyarbakır, Bingöl, Batman, Siirt and Dikmen (Kızıltepe, Mardin) Mayors from HADEP, on charges of “inciting to hatred and enmity among people” in speeches during the 3rd Conference on Residual Cities and Residential Areas, in Hanover, Germany. The trial was based on the article entitled “the HADEP Incident” by Emin Çölaşan, which appeared in the daily Hürriyet on 24 February. Diyarbakır Mayor Feridun Çelik, Siirt Mayor M. Selim Özalp, Bingöl Mayor Feyzullah Karaarslan, Batman Mayor Abdullah Akın and Dikmen (Kızıltepe, Mardin) Mayor Selahattin Ertaş were charged under Article 312 TPC. The trial was said to have been combined with the continuing trial against the mayors at Diyarbakır SSC.

Further Measures against HADEP executives

In Diyarbakır the offices of HADEP, MKM, the HRA and all branches of KESK, and the offices of the dailies Evrensel and Özgür Bakış and Dicle Women’ Center, were raided on 4 January. During the raids, calendars of the year 2000 printed by MKM, HADEP and HRA and journals found in their archives were seized. Fourteen people were detained during the raids, including HADEP Diyarbakır Provincial Chairman Ali Ürküt, Central District Chairman Zeynel Bağır, Bismil District Chairman Nedim Biçer and Ergani District Chairman Mehmet Umutlu. 

Nedim Biçer, Rıfat Serim, Mehmet Umutlu, M. Şah Yurter, Hikmet Korkmaz, Ahmet Şahin and Şehmus Metin were released same night after testifying to the prosecutor. 

The HADEP offices in Ağrı and Muş were raided on 3 and 4 January on the grounds that Kurdish lessons were given in these offices. 

After the raids in Diyarbakır, Ağrı and Muş the HADEP offices in Ceylanpınar (Urfa) were raided in the evening of 5 January. District Chairman Ahmet Dağtekin, Müslüm Solmaz, Cuma Sürer and Hasan Dağ were detained for a while. 

HADEP Antep Provincial Secretary Vakkas Dalkılıç, Şehitkamil District Chairman Abdullah İnce, HRA Antep Branch Executive Ali Şimşek, HADEP member Cengiz Özer, who were detained on 10 January during the raids of the HADEP and HRA offices in Antep Branch, were released on 13 January. 

HADEP member Bekir Arpa and HRA Accountant Mevlüt Çiçek, who were detained in the raid on the HADEP offices in Bozova (Urfa) on 13 January, and accused of accusations of possessing banned publications, were remanded on 14 January. 

The police surrounded the HADEP Esenler, Bahçelievler and Güngören district offices in İstanbul and detained 13 HADEP executives and members on 13 February. In Esenler the police detained district executives Necmi Sapan, Fatma Koçak and Tafil İnal. In Bahçelievler the police detained Sebahattin Çelik, Necmettin Çeçen, Şükrü Nariç, İdris Yılmaz, Ferhan Aksoy, İdris Bulut and some other HADEP executives and members. In Güngören the party members Hasan Nargül, Şahin Ovan and Mehmet Öztekin were detained.  

HADEP Deputy Chairman Niyazi Bulgan, board member Veysel Turhan, Siirt Chairman Ahmet Konuk and one of provincial executives Tahir Can, who went to Siirt for the establishment of a provincial organization in Siirt, were detained on 15 February. They were released the following day.

HADEP Deputy Chairman Eyüp Karageçi was remanded in Batman on 13 March. He was called to Batman Police HQ on the grounds that “he disseminated PKK propaganda,” in a meeting held on 9 March. His lawyers accompanied Karageçi, when he testified to the public prosecutor. Subsequently he was referred to the court. Karageçi was remanded on the accusations of “inciting the people to hatred and enmity.” Karageçi was released after the first hearing on 24 March. 

On 28 March HADEP chairman for Şırnak province, Resul Sadak, stated that he had asked for permission to open an office in Şırnak three times, but had not received an answer. The offices could only be opened on 5 July.

HADEP Bursa Central District Chairman Recep Kuru, former Provincial Secretary Yıldırım Işık, the party members Zahir Aksu and Ümit Ceylan were detained in raids on their houses on 17 February. Ümit Ceylan, Zahir Aksu and Sedat Işık were remanded on 20 February. 

On 21 February the police raided the offices of HADEP in Malatya, seized some documents and detained Malatya Central District Chairman Zeki Kılıçgedik, provincial executive Fahrettin Karagöz and Eylem Kaplan. The detainees were released in the evening. Zeki Kılıçgedik and HADEP executive Mehmet Yücedağ were detained during raids on their houses on 22 February. Zeki Kılıçgedik was remanded on 23 February. He was released on 29 February.

On 26 February Sinan Sayan, from the women's commission of HADEP in Van, Nesrin Çıplak, from the central commission, Mehmet Akçadağ and Aliye Güven were detained, when they left the offices of HADEP in Erciş.

Batman Municipality deputy Cemil Çiftçi, who gave a speech in the panel on “Kurdish Riots in the Last Century” organized by People’s Democracy Party (HADEP) Batman Provincial Organization on 6 February, and former Municipality Board member Salih Altun, were remanded on 2 March. 

Selami Ayçiçek, an executive of HADEP Antalya Provincial Organization, who was remanded in Antalya on 2 February, was released on 3 March. 

The police raided the offices of HADEP in Antep and Şahinbey and Şehitkamil district on 7 March. In the raids Antep Provincial Chairman Burhanettin Bolu, provincial executive Abdullah Kırmızıtaş, Provincial Youth Commission’s Chairman Ercan Sezer, Şehitkamil District Chairman Abdullah İnce, district executive Osman Kaya, Şahinbey District Chairman Ridvan Özer and a person named Özgür were detained. 

HADEP Urfa Provincial Chairman Ziya Çalışkan and HRA Urfa Branch Secretary Bülent Mermer, who were detained in Urfa on 7 March, were released on 9 March. 

M. Ali Turan, Ağrı Municipality deputy from HADEP, disclosed that he had been put under pressure to work as an informer for the police, when they came to his office on 24 March.

HADEP Pervari (Siirt) District Chairman Temel Özer and executive Sıdık Yılmaz, who were detained on 24 March, were released without testifying to the prosecutor.

On 16 March the police raided the offices of HADEP in Salihli (Manisa). Pointing at the journals “Özgür Halk” and “Yurtsever Gençlik” they detained Mehmet Emin Gezer, chairman for the district, Alaaddin Yeşilkaya and Mehmet Özdemir.

On 21 March the police detained HADEP İstanbul Esenler district executive Sabahat Tuncer when she left the offices of the party.

HADEP Narlıdere (İzmir) former district executive Hasan Hayri Tekin, Ayhan Kaya and Mehmet Aykut were remanded by İzmir SSC on 29 March under Article 169 TPC. 

HADEP Pervari (Siirt) district chairman Temel Özer and the executives Mehmet Uzunay, Rasi Cuci and Zahit Yücel were detained on 29 March. Mehmet Uzunay reportedly fainted in detention. The opening of offices was reportedly not permitted for “security” reasons. 

At the end of March Kars Public Prosecution Office launched an official investigation because “the letter “w” had been used in the word “Newroz” and the colors yellow, red and green were seen on Newroz posters prepared by HADEP.” The investigation is based on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda,” and “violating Article 81 of the Law of Political Parties.” 

Diyarbakır SSC Prosecutor launched an official investigation against the HADEP Newroz celebrations organization committee members in Diyarbakır on charges of violating Article 81 of the Law of Political Parties by giving speeches in Kurdish during the celebrations. 

In Mersin a trial was launched against the organizing committee for the Newroz celebrations based on charges under Article 81 of the Law on Political Parties. On 27 October Mersin Penal Court No. 6 acquitted the defendants.

HADEP former chairman and lawyer Güven Özata, who was detained in Antalya on 1 April, was remanded on 4 April. Özata was reportedly remanded in connection with the 2-year imprisonment sentence passed on him by Ankara SSC. The execution of his sentence ended on 24 September.

HADEP Çiğli (İzmir) Youth Commission former Chairman Erdem Kılıç was remanded by İzmir SSC in connection with the 3 years 9 months imprisonment sentence given to him by İzmir SSC under Article 169 TPC. 

In April a trial was launched against Abdullah Akın, Batman Mayor from HADEP, in connection with his statements during a meeting held in Denmark on 29 November 1999, on the accusations of “inciting people to hatred and enmity,” under Article 312 TPC.

The trial launched against Alaattin Erdoğan and Hacı Ateş, HADEP executives from Mersin and Tarsus, in connection with speeches they gave on the occasion of 1 September Peace Day (1999) concluded on 4 May. Adana SSC sentenced them under Article 312 TPC to 1 year's imprisonment. 

The police raided the offices of HADEP in Diyarbakır on 11 May. Party executive Zübeyde Zümrüt and women’s commission member Elif Toktay were detained. 

Hasan Beliren, an executive of HADEP in Adana, entered prison at the end of May to complete the 9 months imprisonment term imposed on him under Article 8 LFT connection with a speech he had formerly given. Beliren entered Bahçe Prison of Adana.

At the beginning of June the governor's office in Van did not permit Van Mayor Şehabettin Özarslaner from HADEP to travel abroad to attend a meeting of the Helsinki Commission working under the American Congress and similarly the governor's office in Urfa did not permit Viranşehir (Urfa) Mayor Emrullah Cin, from HADEP to attend the same meeting. Emrullah Cin said that they received letters stating that for mayors of municipalities in debts it was not found appropriate to travel abroad. 

The police prevented women from HADEP to read out a press statement for a “general amnesty” without any discrimination; for an improvement of the prison condition of PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan, and for changes in the constitution. The women had gathered in Eminönü Square, İstanbul on 6 June. The police detained 47 people, including the chairman for İstanbul, Kemal Peköz. 

The detainees, 12 of them women, were referred to the prosecution office on 7 June. A trial was launched against them at İstanbul Penal Court No. 2 on charges of “violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstration Marches numbered 2911”, “resisting public officers” and “praising an act which is considered a crime.” The detainees were released to be prosecuted without remand. 

On 10 June 29 members and executives of HADEP Üsküdar (İstanbul) district organization were detained. The detainees were: Bilgin Akkoyun, İsmail Subaşı, Arzu İpek, Kerem Mergen, İrfan Kaya, Fatma İpek, Mehmet Şerif Mergen, Abdulmecit Arakkı, Ali Çelik Kasımoğulları, Burhan Öncel, Mehmet Oktay, Musa Art, Süleyman Kümek, Hüseyin Salman, Hasan İlhan, İbrahim Emektar, Sevda Ayazgün, Kasım Kılıç, Zafer Ay, Yusuf Demir, Binali Karadut, Berhan Karabulut, Mehmet Güreş, Mehmet Karabulut, Hayati Aras, Koçer Aras, Erhan Avşar and two more people who couldn’t be identified. Of the detainees 23 were released without testifying to the prosecutor. (
)

The Ministry of Interior Affairs dismissed Salih Haktan, the headman of Özalp village of Van from HADEP, temporarily in June without indicating a reason. 

The police raided HADEP's central office in İstanbul and the HADEP district offices in Bağcılar, Eminönü and Gaziosmanpaşa on 26 June. During the raids, 30 people, including HADEP İstanbul Chairman Kemal Peköz, were detained. The names of some of the detainees were: Yusuf Yıldırım, Ferhat Tugay, Ali Gülün, Kudret Gülün, Saim Aktürk, M. Haluk Dağ, Naciye İlbasan, Özlem Atbaş, Murat Yıldız, Şaize Çelik, İrfan Beder, Hamza Kocaman, Yakup Döner, Müdür Duman, Mahmut Can, Selah Kemaloğlu, Bayram Güneş and Gülay Çelik. 25 people, including Kemal Peköz, were released after testifying to the prosecutor.  Yasin Çiftçi (not in the list above) was released on 29 June.

HADEP Beyoğlu district office was raided on 28 June and district chairman Ali Gök was detained.

On 29 June the police prevented demonstrations held in various cities in connection with the anniversary of the death sentence given to the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan. Police officers prevented the gathering of a group in Eminönü, İstanbul and dispersed the groups gathered in the Küçükpazar direction and in front of Yeni Cami, by force. The police officers reportedly detained some 58 people. They were released on 30 June to be prosecuted without remand. 

A group in Konya who wanted to send a fax to parliament asking to lift the death penalty was also dispersed by police officers. During the demonstrations 24 people were detained, including HADEP Konya Provincial Chairman, Mehmet Bozdağ, HADEP Provincial Secretary Muzaffer Küçükyıldız, Provincial Executives Ahmet Dikmen, Şahin Doğanbey, Zeynep İslambay, Cemal Dursun, Nazım Keleş, Provincial Woman Branch Chairwoman Leyla Güven, Provincial Youth Branch Chairwoman Sabiha Temizkan. 

In the fax sending act, which took place in Van, some people including HADEP executives Sait Kantarcıoğlu, Nezahat Ergüneş and Mukaddes Atabay, were detained. 

On 2 July soldiers stopped a group of people returning from a picnic organized by HADEP in Bingöl. Nine among the 66 people including the executives Remzi Sönmez, Selami Mollaoğlu, Ömer Çelikel and Ramazan Buyruk were detained on allegations of having organized an unauthorized picnic and given a seminar. The detainees were released in the evening, but threatened not to work for HADEP.

In mid-July singer Aydın Acar was detained during a wedding in Hakkari because he had sung a Kurdish song. He was on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda.” Police officers allegedly forced Acar to testify, “Sebahattin Avcı, HADEP chairman for Hakkari, and Hüseyin Ümit, Hakkari Mayor from HADEP, forced him to sing in Kurdish.” 

During the commemoration ceremony held at the grave of Vedat Aydın, executive of the People’s Labor Party (HEP), who was killed by unknown assailants in 1991, 15 people were detained on 10 July. Among the detainees were Ali Ürküt, HADEP chairman for Diyarbakır and Şerif Camcı, Central District Chairman of HADEP. On the other hand, 8 people were detained in the raid on HADEP Central district building on 11 July. 

In July HADEP executive in Osmaniye, Cafer Karataş, alleged that 4 police officers had kidnapped him, taken to Güneysu Police Station and threatened him not to go to HADEP any more. 

The trial launched against HADEP members on charges of “insulting the Turkish flag” under Article 159 TPC continued at Izmir Criminal Court No. 2 on 17 July. On 11 September 1998, the defendants had gathered in front of the courthouse to observe the trial of HADEP members Özden Gürbüz, Ahmet Şeker, M. Şah Demirci and Nazim Çomak, prosecuted at Izmir Criminal Court No. 4 in connection with the killing of Kenan Mak, a student at Bolu Abant İzzet Baysal University on 3 May 1998. The trial did not conclude in 2000. 

On 21 July the trial against Bismil (Diyarbakır) Mayor Nedim Biçer from HADEP and A. Latif Kandemir, İsmet Demirbilek, Nimet Sayar, Mecit Argül and Mizbah Bozucu, executives of HADEP, who had been remanded in Diyarbakır on 28 June in connection with the demonstrations during the visit of HADEP Chairman Ahmet Turan to Diyarbakır, started at Bismil Penal Court on 21 July. The defendants were released and the trial was adjourned to 18 August. The trial was launched on charges of violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations and did not end in 2000. 

On 25 July the police raided the house of M. Emin Altun, HADEP deputy in the local parliament in Batman, and detained his wife Türkiye Hatun (60) on the grounds that the Court of Cassation had confirmed a sentence of imprisonment against her.

On 1 August the police raided many houses of HADEP members in Van and the districts Özalp and Başkale. The detainees were interrogated at the central gendarmerie station and Mehmet Özdemir, Nurettin Duman, Gıyasettin Kılıç and two unnamed women were remanded. Five people including the HADEP executive Baki Özcan were released.

Hacı El, an executive of HADEP in Sincan (Ankara), alleged to have been beaten by 4 people, who came to his house introducing themselves as police officers, on 13 August. Hacı El reported that the people had threatened him with death. 

Galip Öztürk, an executive of HADEP in İstanbul-Samandıra, was detained on 17 August.

The police raided the offices of HADEP in Ergani (Diyarbakır) on 20 August. About 40 HADEP members and visitors were detained in the raid.  

Eleven people were detained during a raid of soldiers on the office of HADEP in Kartal (İstanbul) on 29 August. Ten of the detainees were released the same night, whereas district chairperson Münir Düzgün was held longer. 

HADEP chairman for İstanbul Mahmut Şakar, who participated in a panel held in connection with the First September World Peace Day at Yılmaz Güney Hall in Ankara on 29 August, was detained after the panel was over. Mahmut Şakar was reportedly detained on the grounds that he did not testify in two trials against him. Şakar who was released the same night was detained again when he went to Ankara Police HQ to testify on 30 August. He was released the next day.

In September a case was launched against Cihan Sincar, Mayor of Kızıltepe, Mardin from HADEP, on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in a statement she made to a Swedish daily. The trial was to be heard at Diyarbakır SSC. On 22 November Diyarbakir SSC acquitted Sincar. 

On 13 September the police in İzmir raided a house in Kadifekale under the pretext that the female members of HADEP conducted an illegal meeting. The police did not allow Şadiye Akçay, Nigar Ekti and Semra Doğan to leave the house, but later left without detaining anyone.

All provincial and district offices of HADEP situated in İstanbul, Diyarbakır, Adana, Mersin and Van were raided by the police officers on 15 September. The raids were reportedly carried out with the instruction of Ankara SSC in connection with the First of September World Peace Day Declarations. During the raids executives of HADEP in Diyarbakır, Mehmet Çetin, Hanifi Yatmış, Mehmet Çelik, Mehmet Özdemir, Orhan Ekinci, in Bismil district, Nedim Biçer, Latif Kandemir, Nuri Çalan, Aziz Demir, in Sultanbeyli (İstanbul), Kubettin Öşenç, Sevim Hanoğlu, Cihan Yavuz, Yaşar Çiçekdağ, Ramazan Kınay, Alaattin Demir, Mehmet Cihan, Meryem Songur, Muzaffer Ölmez and Belma Alper were detained together with another 22 people. HADEP Secretary General, Mahmut Şakar, stated that the peace declarations had not been distributed because of a decision of confiscation taken by Mersin Penal Court No. 2. 

On 24 September the police raided the offices of HADEP in Bahçelievler district (İstanbul) and detained 22 people in connection with the hunger strike they staged in protest to the armed conflicts between the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (YNK) and the PKK. The police blockaded HADEP offices on 24 September and detained Filiz Avuç at the exit of the office in Ümraniye. 

HADEP Şırnak Chairman Resul Sadak and the executives A. Rezzak İnan, Cengiz Balık, Mehmet Çakar, Rüştem Bayar, M. Nezir Ayan, Mehmet Temelkıran, İzzet Belge, Tahir Kutlu, Nihat Uysal, were detained near Cizre while returning from the Provincial Congress they attended in Batman on 25 September. The same day, their houses and the offices of HADEP were raided and the computers were seized. It was alleged that explosives and guns were found during the search carried out at Resul Sadak’s house in İdil. Provincial Secretary Erdal Güler was detained during the raid to the party office on 26 September.

HRA deputy chairman Osman Baydemir and a group of lawyers from Diyarbakır Bar Association wanted to research the incident, but were not let into Şırnak. The detainees were arrested on 1 October.

The prosecutor at Diyarbakır SSC indicted Resul Sadak, Nihat Osal, Mehmet Çakar, Rüstem Bayar, Tahir Kutlu, Cengiz Balık, İzzet Belge, Abdurrezzak İnan, Mehmet Temelkuran, Mehmet Nezir Ayan, Erdal Güler and Yakup Uyar under Article 169 TPC. All remanded defendants were released after the first hearing on 12 December. 

The offices of HADEP in Şırnak were raided for the third time on 30 September. During the raid Asgar Uysal and Azad Çakar were detained. They were later released. Osman Baydemir, HRFT representative Sezgin Tanrıkulu and lawyer Mesut Beştaş met the commander of the brigade in Şırnak, the public prosecutor and provincial chairpersons of political parties before the remand. Baydemir disclosed that Resul Sadak did not testify and did not sign the documents they wanted him to sign and that his other clients were forced to sign documents blindfolded without reading them. 

In November İzmir SSC sentenced HADEP chairman Ahmet Turan Demir in connection with a speech he delivered at the congress of HADEP in Manisa on 6 September 1998 to 1 year's imprisonment under Article 8 LFT on the grounds that “he had supported attacks by the PKK”. The sentenced was reduced to 10 months' imprisonment and a fine of TL 666 billion, because of good conduct.

In Hazro district of Diyarbakir the HADEP executives Yusuf Dindar, Kaya Giray and Vahit Dilsiz were detained on return from a wedding ceremony on or around 7 October. They were released the same day and disclosed that they had been tortured by police officers Serdar Gerdan and Murat Miftioğlu at Hazro Police HQ. 

Ferman Özer, Mayor of Şemdinli, Hakkari, who had been elected from the list of HADEP, was detained on 11 October and taken to Yüksekova Division Headquarters. He was released the same day, after he appeared at Van SSC. On 23 December the Minister of the Interior dismissed him from office.

On 12 October the HADEP members İdris Ertuğrul, Ömer Çelebi, İsmail Uzun and a person whose name could not be revealed, were detained in Islahiye district of Antep. Ömer Çelebi, İdris Ertuğrul and İsmail Uzun appeared before court on 16 October. They were under Article 169 TPC. 

Mehmet Dilsiz, HADEP chairman in Cizre (Şırnak) district, was detained in a raid on his house on 15 October. Behiye Dilsiz, wife of Mehmet Dilsiz reported that the gendarmerie locked the people in a room, searched the house and later forced them to sign a minute stating, “a PKK flag, a walkie-talkie and journals were found in the house.” Mehmet Dilsiz was remanded on 20 October.

Seven HADEP members, including the chairperson were detained in Araban district of Antep on 14 October on charges of possessing banned publications. They were released on 16 October. 

Sincar Kaya, former treasurer of HADEP in Izmir, was detained in Izmir on 20 October. 

Of the 59 people including supporters of HADEP, who were detained during operations in Yüksekova district Hakkari and Van at the end of October 21 were remanded at the beginning of November. Out of the 14 people detained in Van the HADEP executives Ruknettin Hakan, Reşit Erkol, Musa Arslan, Cesim Turgut and the members Selim Turgut, Tahir Kaya, Faysal Kaya and Selahattin Polat were remanded. Out of the 45 people, who had been detained in Yüksekova district of Hakkari, 13 were remanded; 32 were released to be prosecuted without arrest. 

HADEP executive Cahit Göktaş, Delibaş Göktaş, Ayhan Tekin, Tevfik Türkdal, Seyfettin Aysay, İzzet Ersoysal, İsa Ersoysal, Hikmetullah Solcun and Burhan Soyuran who had been detained by police officers in Güroymak district of Bitlis on 26 October, because of a statements of a repentant, were remanded on 2 November on charges under Article 169 TPC.

Halil Salik, HADEP official in made a press statement on 15 November. He declared that Cemal Kavak and Yıldız Aktaş, HADEP officials in Istanbul, had been tortured in detention. He added that in November many HADEP executives and members in Sultanbeyli, Tuzla, Ümraniye, Gaziosmanpaşa districts had been were detained and tortured and forced to testify against HADEP. 

In Esentepe quarter of Istanbul 6 people including Serhat Tagay, HADEP Gaziosmanpaşa District Secretary were detained on 15 November. 

The district office of HADEP in Varto district of Muş was raided by the police officers on 23 November. Chairman Behçet Özen was detained in the raid. 

The trial of Van Mayor Sahabettin Özaslaner from HADEP and Batman Mayor Abdullah Akın (also from HADEP) concluded at Erzurum SSC on 25 November. Erzurum SSC sentenced them to 10 months' imprisonment and a fine of TL 1.26 billion under Article 312 TPC. The case had been opened against the mayors in connection with a speech they gave at a congress of HADEP in Ağrı on 3 September 1998.

During the raids on the offices of HADEP in Yüreğir and Seyhan district (Adana) on 25 November Fatih Şalı, chairman for Adana, Mustafa Campınar, deputy chairman and the executives Reşit Gültekin, Bayram Altındemir, Zülküf Tezkorkmaz, and the party members Mehmet Akif Can, Salih Erdem, Kemal Acar, Abdurrahman Yakut and Mehmet Emin Duman were detained. Among the detainees Altındemir, Can, Erdem and Acar were remanded, the others were released. 

The police officers raided the offices of HADEP in Malatya on 12 December. During the raid 26 people including HADEP chairman Önder Şahiner were detained. 

In İzmir the HADEP member Ferhat Karaca and the executives Fadide Acar, Ercan Örnek, Hakan Kızıl, Mahir Dinler, Sedile Acar, Fikret Arslan and Serhat Yaşar were detained on 12 December during the raid on their houses. Hakan Kızıl, Fikret Arslan, Serhat Yaşar, Mahir Dinler and Ahmet Kaya were remanded on 15 December. 

Diyarbakır SSC released Mazlum Öncel, HADEP executive in Diyarbakır and 3 other HADEP members, who were detained in Diyarbakır on 13 December, after two days in detention. 

Selahattin Endakçı former HADEP chairman in the central district of Van was detained in İstanbul at the end of November and later taken to Van Police HQ on 11 December. 

Hasan Dündar, HADEP secretary in the central district of Siirt, Beşir Kara, member of the provincial parliament, İhsan Kınık, deputy in Kurtalan municipality, the HADEP members Hüseyin Acar, Hüseyin Kaçar and Emin Nazlı were detained in Siirt on 30 November and arrested on 15 December. Abdullah İnan, executive of HADEP in Siirt, Sıddık Çelik, executive in the central district and the party members Botan Özer and Murat Avcı were detained on 13 December. 

The Virtue Party (FP)

The case at the Constitutional Court with the demand to close the Virtue Party (FP) continued throughout 2000. The prosecutor at the Court of Cassation had launched the case on 7 May 1999 on the grounds that FP was the continuation of defunct Welfare Party (RP). 

On 18 January Vural Savaş, the chief prosecutor at the Court of Cassation expressed his hopes that changes to the second paragraph in Article 103 of the Law on Political Parties would not be implemented, because he had forwarded a case, arguing that the changes, which would make it more difficult to ban political parties, were against the Constitution. He claimed that the action of the officials from the FP were more extreme than the actions from executives of RP and asked that the party should be closed down, because it was obvious that this party was the follower of the RP. Vural Savaş stated that the demand of closure was based on the Articles 2, 24/last para, 68, 69 and 84 and on the Article 78, 86 and 87 of the Law on Political Parties. 

On 25 January the FP deputies Cemil Çiçek and Mehmet Ali Şahin presented the defense for the FP. Afterwards Çiçek said:

“The case was opened under the claim that FP was the center of actions against secularism and the continuation of defunct RP. We demanded that the case be dropped, because there is no evidence for this claim. Looking at the date, when the case was launched, one can easily see that the case was not brought under judicial considerations, but because of a political trend. The FP is a party bound by the laws, believing in the Constitution and the democratic system. It is a legitimate party and serving as the main opposition in parliament.” 

In April Haşim Kılıç, deputy chairman of the Constitutional Court stated that they would deal first with the objection to changes of Article 103 in the Law on Political Parties and then decide on the merits of this case.

Kayseri deputy Abdullah Gül, Sivas deputy Abdullatif Şener and İstanbul deputy Nazlı Ilıcak, who had been named in the indictment, asked to make a personal defense, but the Constitutional Court rejected this demand in November.

Meanwhile, FP prepared a draft law to change Article 95 of the Law on Political Parties to the effect that parties that were the continuation of political parties that had been banned should be subjected to the provisions of Article 104. However, such cases would have to be launched within 30 days, after the party had announced its foundation to the Ministry of Interior. Among the reasons for the draft law it was stated that the political party had to be informed in the founding stages, whether the statute contained any illegal provisions. 

At the same time the parties forming the coalition government prepared a draft law to change Article 69 of the Constitution in a way that would make it more difficult to close down political parties.

The Constitutional Court started to hear the case on 12 December. It decided to have the cassettes sent in by the prosecutor transcribed and to ask the prosecutor at the Court of Cassation for his view on applying Article 104 of the Constitution on the case. The prosecutor was given a time until 21 January 2001. Vural Savaş declared that he would not able to finish the task until the end of his office. 

On 12 December the Constitutional Court also dealt with the second paragraph of Article 103 of the Law on Political parties, which Vural Savaş had asked to cancel. The Constitutional Court followed the arguments of the prosecutors and cancelled the paragraph, which mainly defined the term “be the center of” activities described in paragraph 1 of this Article. Since the definition was left aside the Constitutional Court will for itself decide whether FP became the center of anti-secular activities.  (
)
Repressive Measures

Siirt province Eruh district mayor from the FP, Abdülhamit Nas, was detained on 22 January and remanded on 26 January on charges of a connection to the radical Islamic organization Hezbollah. He and another 10 defendants were tried at Diyarbakır SSC under Article 168 TPC. On 30 March Diyarbakır SSC acquitted all defendants. 

The prosecutor at Diyarbakır SSC investigated against Recai Kutan, President of FP and some executives in connection with speeches they held at a congress on 19 March. He decided not to charge anyone.

The police reportedly beat Mayor Yaşar Buhan from the FP, who intervened in the dispute that broke out during the wrestling games in Tatvan, Bitlis on 22 July. Yaşar Buhan’s son Cihat Buhan was also reportedly beaten by the police in the same incident. 

The governor on İstanbul banned a poster of the FP with the title of “Who is preventing the Freedom of Education?” in November.

The Labor Party (EMEP)

EMEP member Zülfü Yıldız, who had been detained with Önder Anar by soldiers in Tunceli on 16 January while collecting signatures for the campaign entitled “Don’t let Süleyman (
) die, cancel the State of Emergency,” disclosed that he was tortured in detention. 

During the same campaign Ali Han and Özdal Akbaba were detained in Tunceli province Hozat district on 8 January. 

On 13 January the police in Ankara detained Ziya Doğan, Oğuz Bozkuş and Hüdaverdi Tutgun, who were putting up posters for a congress on 16 January. They were taken to Batıkent Police Station and released in the evening.

The trial launched against EMEP chairman in Urfa, Cuma İlbeyli, chairman of the youth commission, Sadık Güleç and the teachers Sevgi Yılmaz, Aysun Aldemir, Mehmet Kıcır and health workers Ferdane Çakır and Kemal Budak, on charges of “distributing leaflets and collecting money without permission,” concluded with acquittal at Urfa Penal Court on 3 February. 

The gendarmerie in Sarıgazi (İstanbul) prevented a group of people to put up posters for the 2nd Ordinary Congress of EMEP on 6 February. EMEP members and executives related the following:

“The gendarmerie intervened around noon. When the people reacted the gendarmes raided the coffeehouses around and detained many people. The detainees were later taken to Sarıgazi Gendarmerie Station and were beaten heavily with clubs. Hüseyin Genç, an executive of EMEP in Sarıgazi, had to be hospitalized. EMEP executives, who went to Sarıgazi Gendarmerie Station, were informed that the detainees “held an unauthorized demonstration.” 

22 detainees were referred to Üsküdar Public Prosecution Office on 7 February. Hüseyin Genç could reportedly only move with the help of two persons. Another 20 EMEP members who were waiting in the corridors and garden of the courthouse were detained under beating. Nine EMEP were remanded. The testimonies of the 22 persons had lasted until 8 February. Remanded were: Enver Delibaş, chairman for Maltepe district and the EMEP members Arif Şakar, Murat Andiç, Hüseyin Genç, Cemal Genç, Güngör Doğan, Şerife Şahin, Ebru Ünal and Sevim Çağlar.

The remanded defendants were released during hearings in February and March.

The police in İzmir detained Kemal Köroğlu, Barış Emiroğlu, Dilek Ekrem, Sinan Berk, Hasan Ataselim and A. Haydar Tuna on 24 February, when they were putting up posters for the 2nd ordinary congress of EMEP.

The office of the OHAL governor banned leaflets, which the EMEP in Pertek district (Tunceli) had prepared against fraud in the municipality.

The office of the governor in Kayseri banned the posters calling for the 2nd ordinary congress of EMEP that was to be held on 5 March.

The trial launched against the organizing committee members of EMEP in Elazığ on the grounds that Kurdish songs were sung in the “Solidarity Night” held on 22 May 1999, concluded on 8 March. Elazığ Penal Court No. 2 sentenced Mesut Gündoğdu, Cemal Günsili, Yusuf Bal, Ali Dağ, Ali Ekber Bakır, Hıdır Erdoğan and Bülent Bozkurt to 6 months in prison. The penalties of all defendants, except Bülent Bozkurt, were commuted to a fine. The sentence of Bülent Bozkurt was not commuted, because he had another penalty from another trial.

The governor's office in Amasya banned a festival, which the EMEP in Amasya had planned to hold in April. 

EMEP Yenimahalle district (Ankara) executives Hüdaverdi Tutkun and Rıza Ercan were detained on 23 April, when they were hanging up posters in Batıkent quarter of Ankara. They were released the same day.

The governor's office in Merzifon prohibited the meeting to be held by EMEP in connection with the May Day. The district governor also did not permit posters and placards calling for the 1st of May. The governor's office in Tunceli also banned activities and propaganda for International Labor Day.

The trial launched against EMEP İzmir Narlıdere chairman Ahmet Gemici on the grounds of possessing prohibited publications, concluded on 26 April. İzmir Penal Court No. 1 sentenced him to 3 months in prison and a fine of TL 15 million under Article 526 TPC. The prison term was commuted to a fine of TL 90 million. 

The police detained 6 EMEP members, who were hanging up May Day posters in Sultanbeyli, İstanbul on 29 April. In Merzifon, Amasya, EMEP executives Erhan Aydoğan and İbrahim Özeren were detained on 1 May.  The case opened against Erhan Aydoğan and Halil İbrahim Özeren for distributing illegal leaflets on May Day, ended in acquittal by Merzifon Penal Court on 13 December.

In Amasya 6 people were detained including the EMEP executives İsmail Arslan, Erhan Demirtaş and Barış Mayda, when they distributed a bulletin of EMEP. All but Arslan were released the same day. İsmail Arslan was charged with a violation of the Law on Political Parties. He was released during the first hearing. 

The police in İstanbul prevented a demonstration held by a group of women, members of EMEP in İstanbul Mecidiyeköy on 14 August with the demand of lifting the base stations located in the cities by cellular phone companies and detained Cevriye Aydın, Ayla Belek, Yüksel Akkaya, Bülent Ulus, Mutlu Dursun, Mehmet Avşar, Vedat Ünal, Erdal Çınar, Nurhan Çalışkan, Yasemin Saylı, Meryem Durmaz, Nihat Koruk, Eylem Sağıroğlu, Özgür Sağıroğlu, Mahir Coşkun, Cem Demirezer, Hasan Ulusoy, Renan Hunulu, Canan Danacı, Neslihan Demir, Murat Kırkgöze and Yılmaz Ağabulut. 

Soldiers detained Erkan Gündoğan, EMEP Mazgirt (Tunceli) district chairman, in a raid on his house on 25 August. The prosecution office released Gündoğan the same day. (See also the chapter on freedom of expression on further cases against EMEP members and executives) 

Socialist Power Party (SİP)

Socialist Power Party (SİP) executives and members were detained in İstanbul and Bursa on 12 January, because of distributing leaflets calling for “Stop bloody politics” “Abolish the death penalty”. Ümraniye chairwoman Oya Sönmez and 3 party members were detained in Ümraniye and 15 SİP members, including the party executives Erkin Özalp and Noyan Durna were detained in Kadıköy and kept one hour in detention. In Bursa, the chairman Kenan Aktan was detained. 

SIP Izmir executive Zafer Erbay and 9 SIP members were detained on 6 April while distributing leaflets that read: “The country has to get rid of (President) Demirel.” Eight of the detainees were subsequently released. Zafer Erbay and Buket Karpat were released in the night of 7 April.

Because of distributing the same leaflet, 17 SIP members were detained in Ankara and 6 in Istanbul. The SIP members detained in Ankara were released by the prosecution office. 

The police in İstanbul detained Cihan Yücel, a member of SIP, on 16 May while distributing SIP leaflets. After his detention, the police reportedly raided his house and damaged the furniture during the search. Cihan Yücel was remanded and tried on charges of insulting the State President. İstanbul Penal Court No. 2 released him after the first hearing on 20 June.

On 25 July the police in Kırşehir raided the offices of SİP and seized cassettes with poems of Nazım Hikmet and copies of the journal “Sol”.

The Democracy and Peace Party (DBP)

On 25 March the Democracy and Peace Party (DBP) released a statement and listed the repressive measures against the party and its members as follows:

The organization in Van was not allowed to hold a panel on 11 March in connection with World Women's Day on 8 March. The organization in İzmir was not allowed to hold an open-air festival on 21 March on behalf of Newroz. The activity of the branch in Adana for Newroz was also banned. In İstanbul the police seized banners celebrating Newroz. The action in Mersin was hindered, because Kurdish songs were sung. The poster prepared by the headquarters of DBP was banned by the governor's offices in İstanbul, Diyarbakır and Van. 

DBP Chairman Yılmaz Çamlıbel, Deputy Secretary General Nevin İl, the executives Kurbani Demir, Mehmet Baydar, Yeter Polat, Songül Yıldız, Mehmet Eren and Kemal Aras, and Turkish Daily News -a daily published in English- reporter Gülder Demir, were detained on 1 May, at Habur border gate while returning from Northern Iraq where they went on invitation of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (PDK). They were released after being questioned by gendarmerie intelligence (JİTEM) for 4 hours.

In June the Court of Cassation confirmed the 1-year prison sentence given to Yılmaz Çamlıbel in connection with a speech he made in a meeting held at the HRA Kütahya Branch on 14 December 1992. Çamlıbel had been convicted under Article 312 TPC.

Democratic Peace Movement (DBH)

In June the Constitutional Court refused the demand to dissolve the Democratic Peace Movement (DBH). The Chief Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation had launched the case. The Constitutional Court justified their decision, as “It is wrong to dissolve a party, having no action other than disclosing ideas without using violent means.” The Chief Prosecution Office had launched the trial of closure in connection with the section in the DBH program that aims at dissolving the Directorate of Religious Affairs claiming that such a demand was contravening Article 136 of the Constitution and Article 89 of the Law of Political Parties. 

Other Parties

Following a demonstration in support of the hunger strikes in prison on Kızılay Square in Ankara on 12 December, which the police dispersed by brutal force, several demonstrators fled into the building with the office of the Socialist Workers' Party (TSİP). Later the police searched the premises and detained the chairman of the party, Turgut Koçak and the executives Hasan Yavaş and Necmi Özyurda. They were remanded on 20 December under Article 169 TPC.

In Siirt, Gökçebağ district the police detained 20 people including the mayor from the DYP, Behram Aydın on suspicion of supporting the PKK. The detainees were released the next day.

In Tokat the mayor in Yağmurlu town, Celal Yılmaz, from the CHP and the employees of the municipality Hüseyin Özseven, Ali Aykın, Rıza Demirer and Pir Ali Yardoğan were arrested on 12 December on allegation of supporting an illegal organization.

The trial launched against the Freedom and Solidarity Party (ÖDP) executives in connection with posters prepared in support of the students who were sentenced to heavy imprisonment terms because of opening placards in parliament, ended at Ankara SSC on 10 February. The case against ÖDP Chairman Ufuk Uras, his deputies Yıldırım Kaya and Serpil Boğa, and the executives Necmi Demir, Saruhan Oluç, Atilla Aytemur, Serpil Boğa, Burhan Sönmez and Sultan Özcan was suspended under Law No. 4454. 

The police prevented members of ÖDP from reading out a press statement in protest to the 12 September 1980 Military Coup in Kadıköy, İstanbul, and detained 69 members. The detainees were taken to Kadıköy Police HQ.  They were released after testifying to the prosecutor.

2. Trade Unions

Confederation of Trade Unions in the Public Sector (KESK)

The right for civil servants to form trade unions was on the agenda again in 2000. In February the Ministry for Labor and Social Security sent a draft to the unions of workers and employers. Later the draft was reviewed by the Council of Ministers and forwarded to the GNAT.

On 13 April the Commission on Health, Family, Labor and Social Affairs adopted the draft. Considering reaction from the public the wording of “wage review” was changed to “wage agreement”. The members of the security forces were taken out of the list of people, who may not become members of trade unions.

Some provisions in the draft were as follows:

The trade union with the most members in the sector will do the common bargaining. The negotiation will be finished in two weeks the latest. In case that the parties do not agree on a settlement one of the parties may call on the Council of Compromise within three days. 

The draft did not pass the GNAT in 2000.

Repressive Measures

Eğitim Sen Union Malatya Branch Chairman Ali Ekber Baytemur, Trade Union of Health and Social Workers (SES) Malatya Branch Chairman Hasan Kaldık, BES (Office Workers’ Union) Malatya Branch Chairman Ahmet Şişman and Tarım Gıda Sen Union Malatya Branch Chairman Hasan İlhan, were detained in Malatya on 29 February. It was reported that the executives of unions in the public sector were detained because they visited the offices of HADEP in Malatya, after the mayor of Diyarbakır, Siirt and Bingöl had been remanded. The trade unionists were released in the night. 

In March the police detained 16 workers in Sıvas who participated in the act of the “March on the Railway” held by the United Transportation Workers Union (BTS) attached to KESK. The workers were detained in Sıvas train station and taken to Sıvas Police HQ.

The trial against 19 union members in connection with the press statement made by KESK in Dikili, İzmir on 23 December 1999 concluded at Dikili Penal Court on 12 June. The court acquitted the defendants from charges of violating the “Law on Meetings and Demonstration Marches”. 

KESK SG Sevil Erol was detained on 28 June at the Atatürk Airport while entering Turkey. 

In Kayseri, police officers prevented the demonstration held by KESK and Memur-Sen (Public Servants Union) on 16 August in protest to the decree giving the government the authority of firing public servants without any legal decision. Police officers dispersed civil servants, who had assembled in front of the central post office, and detained KESK Kayseri Spokesman Halil Ünal, BES Kayseri Branch Chairman Dursun Şimşek and the trade unionists Yusuf Karaca and Mehmet Köseler. 

The Teachers' Union (Eğitim-Sen)

Ali Orak, executive of Eğitim-Sen in Elbistan (Kahramanmaraş) was detained in Nurhak on New Year's Eve. He was later remanded.

On 16 January the Eğitim-Sen members and executives İlhami Şahbaz, Turabi Ay, Adnan Yaşar, Cihan Sevim and Neşe Şahbaz participated in a congress of EMEP in Tunceli-Pertek. This resulted in an investigation against them.

A trial was launched against Eğitim-Sen Diyarbakır Branch Secretary Hasan Kaçan, in connection with the speech he gave on MEDYA TV, related to “the right to education in one's mother tongue,” on 22 December 1999. The indictment of the prosecutor at Diyarbakır SSC was written in March and demanded the prosecution of Kaçan under Article 312 TPC. For the same reason Diyarbakır National Education Directorate suspended Kaçan’s promotion and he was “exiled” to Amasya. 

The meeting organized by Eğitim-Sen after the Council of Ministers' meeting in Diyarbakır on 16 April was banned by the office of the governor.

In May Eğitim-Sen chairman Kemal Bal declared that activities of the branches in Şanlıurfa, Diyarbakır and Batman were arbitrarily hindered. The offices of the trade union in Şanlıurfa had been sealed twice and the board members had been “exiled”. On 23 May the office in Van had been raided and newspapers, journals and the register for members had been confiscated.

The police raided the Diyarbakır Offices of Eğitim-Sen on 7 June. Forty-three people, who were in the building during the raid, were confined there for a while. Later, Eğitim-Sen Diyarbakır Chairman Hayrettin Altun, legal advisor Medeni Alpkaya and treasurer Vedat Kuşsever were detained during raids on their houses and offices. Hayrettin Altun was “exiled” to Karaman on 16 June.

On 28 June the police raided the office of Eğitim-Sen in Kocaeli. The board members were reportedly threatened.

Eğitim-Sen Union Düzce Branch Chairperson Fethi Sönmez was detained during the act of fax sending on 6 July in protest to low increase rates of the wages of the teachers. Fethi Sönmez was released after a while. 

The trial launched against 123 teachers, members of Eğitim-Sen, in connection with the “act of collective doctor visits” in Karadeniz Ereğlisi on 23 December 1999, commenced on 18 September. The prosecution demanded an imprisonment from 1 to 3 years for the unionists for an “offence of the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations”.

Eğitim Sen Union Polatlı Branch Secretary Haydar Polat, who had been detained in Polatlı district of Ankara on 18 September, was released on 21 September.

The Diyarbakır branch of Eğitim Sen was raided on 3 October. The raid was reportedly carried out in connection with the festival to be held on the occasion of 5 October World Teachers Day. The executive members of the trade union, who were not in the office during the raid, were detained at the schools, where they worked. Eğitim-Sen Organization Secretary Emirali Şimşek disclosed that Figen Aras, Nesip Gültekin, Hüseyin Kaya, Müzeyyen Akıncı, Ali Erdemirci and Medeni Kaya had been detained.

The detainees were released on 5 October, but the governor in Diyarbakır dismissed them from duty. The decision was taken on the grounds that the persons in question “attempted to hold an unauthorized festival; and the invitations prepared for this festival read in Kurdish, ‘We will be honored to be with you in the period of evolution of peace and labor into freedom, Eğitim Sen AMED Branch’.” 

In November Diyarbakir SSC Prosecution Office opened a case against Figen Aras, Nesip Gültekin, Hüseyin Kaya, Müzeyyen Akıncı, Ali Erdemirci and Medeni Kaya in connection with the invitations for the festival. The indictment demanded the conviction of the defendants on the grounds of “separatist propaganda.” On 13 December Diyarbakır SSC acquitted the defendants.

Trade Union in Health in Social Services (SES)

SES Urfa Branch executives Ramazan Kaval, Ramazan Becerman and Hikmet Erin were detained from their office on 8 March. Later, the police raided SES Urfa Branch. The police seized the posters of the press statement of Provincial Health Directorate. 

The trial launched against SES former executive Nazife Kaya, Dr. Ahmet Tellioğlu and Ayşe Kılıç, who had been remanded after being detained on 8 and 9 March on accusations of “being Turkey Revolutionary Communists Union (TİKB) members” commenced at İstanbul SSC on 25 April. In the hearing, Dr. Ahmet Tellioğlu was released. 

The SES members, nurses Eda İleri and Güler İleri, writer-translator Orhan Dilber, and Bektaş Şahin, Akın Öztürk and Ferda Öztürk, were detained in Ankara on 31 May. HRA Ankara Branch Chairman Lütfi Demirkapı stated that Ferda Öztürk was 7 months pregnant and said that their detention period was extended until 4 June. Gülay İleri, Orhan Dilber, Bektaş Şahin, Akın Öztürk and Celal Sarıkaya were remanded on the grounds of “membership of an illegal organization.” Ferda Öztürk and Eda İleri were released on 7 June.

The police intervened in the meeting held by SES members in SSK Okmeydanı Hospital on 27 June and detained 19 members of the trade union, including representatives Akife Aktaş and Fatma Akaltun, after beating them in the corridor of the hospital. The detainees were taken to Şişli Central Police Station.  

On 18 and 19 April the police in Ankara detained 8 people including the SES executives and members Dr. Süda Koruk, Dr. İbrahim Koruk, Zekine Dayanıklı, Sadık Aydoğan, Köksal Yeğin and Leyla Durmaz. 

On 9 June the police raided the SES offices in Malatya and seized the phone book and some documents.

Other Trade Union

The fuel and packaging company Bamak in İskenderun dismissed some 100 workers on New Year's Eve, because they had joined the trade union Petrol-İş on 26 December 1999. They were not given any compensation. 

On 3 March some 200 workers gathered in front of the Foreign Trade Institute in Ankara, when a decision was about to be taken on the privatization of the petrol company POAŞ. Members of the anti-riot squad attacked them. 

The police in Kocaeli intervened, when members of the confederation DİSK had gathered in the Cumhuriyet Park to read out a press statement. The police detained some 13 people including İsmail Gürel, from Lastik-İş and Osman Nuri Şenol from Emekli-Sen.

Mustafa Atlı, from the trade union Özçelik-İş, a member of the confederation Hak-İş alleged that members of the trade union Türk Metal had kidnapped Ahmet Koç, executive of the trade union in İzmit. They had beaten and threatened him.

At the end of April 120 workers from the leather factory Asil in Kayseri were sacked because they had become members of the trade union Deri-İş, affiliated to Türk-İş. On 12 May the gendarmerie intervened into acts of resistance and detained Ferhat Çoban, Hayrullah Fırat, Osman Topal, Fatih Şimşek, Yunus Yönet and Atilla Reşit. Later the union representative Musa Servi and 42 workers were indicted for resisting the security forces. Develi Criminal Court started to hear the case on 1 June, but did not reach a verdict.

On 30 June the police intervened, when workers had gather in Çorlu district (Tekirdağ) to support workers, who had been sacked, because they had joined the trade union Deri-İş. During the incident many people including the trade union officials Hüseyin Akgül and Naciye Özdemir were injured. Akgül, Özdemir and the trade union official Ayşe Topdemir were arrested on 2 July, but released on 6 July on objection of their lawyers.

On 6 July Kazım Bakış, chairman of Limter-İş, the SG Haluk Yapıcı and the board member Hakkı Demiral were detained at the shipyard in Tuzla (İstanbul), when they participated in a protest meeting.

On 7 July the police prevented a protest act of 100 workers, members of Genel-İş, because they had not got their wages. The police detained 15 demonstrators.

In Kayapa town (Balıkesir) 8 workers, who had joined the trade union Genel-İş in March, were first put on paid holiday for two months and then on 4 months' unpaid leave. In October they were dismissed.

In the Ege Hospital in İzmir, 49 staff members, who had joined the trade union Sağlık-İş, were dismissed in October.

On 15 November the police intervened when workers tried to prevent candidates to build the thermal power station in Muğla from entering the area. The police detained Tes-İş official Dinçer Yıldız and 16 workers.

Trade Union of Workers in Motored Vehicle Industry (TÜMTİS)

TÜMTİS Ankara chairman Nurettin Kılıçdoğan declared that a member of the trade union, Selim İçtüzer, had been killed during an armed attack on a warehouse in OSTİM on 11 March. 

Because of a strike by the workers in this warehouse in March Nurettin Kılıçdoğan and another 21 members of the union were indicted in April for depriving others of their liberty. Ankara Penal Court acquitted them on 20 June. 

TÜMTİS İzmir Branch Chairperson Hasan Yayık and Financial Secretary Cafer Kömürcü were detained in Denizli on 6 July. 

During a strike at the EXSA factory in Adana striking workers and workers, who had been brought in to break the strike had a quarrel on 17 August. The non-striking workers complained and Nazmi İncesoy, chairman of TÜMTİS and five workers were detained, even though Nazmi İncesoy had not been in the factory at the time.

On 22 December the house of TÜMTİS chairman Sabri Topçu was raided without an official order.

3. Associations and Foundations

The trial launched against lawyer Murat Çelik, Contemporary Lawyers Association (ÇHD) İstanbul Branch Chairman, on the accusations of “insulting the court,” ended in acquittal in the hearing held at Beyoğlu Criminal Court No. 2 on 3 May. Çelik had been prosecuted for saying “fascist SSC” in the speech he had given in a panel held by the HRA İstanbul Branch in connection with the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, on 13 December 1998. 

Murat Çelik and five other lawyers, who had distributed leaflets after the massacre in Ankara Central Closed prison that in 1999 resulted in the death of 10 prisoners, were acquitted during the first hearing at Beyoğlu Penal Court.

In May the governor's office in Diyarbakır closed Dicle Women’s Cultural Center and Meteris Cultural Center in Diyarbakır, for an unlimited period, and Dicle University Student’s Association for 3 months. Dicle Women’s Cultural Center Chairperson Saniye Varlı stated that the governor showed their campaign on education in the mother tongue as justification for the closure. 

On 1 June the police raided the Youth and Culture Center in İstanbul and detained 28 people.

In June the police in İstanbul raided the culture center “Let 100 Flower Blossom” and detained Ercan Konuklu.

The Emek Culture Center stated that their staff members Zekeriya Gürsöz, Özlem Yılmaz and Barış Yılmaz had been detained on 9 August after a visit to Gebze Prison. The detention had been ordered because they possessed brochure against the cell type prisons.

On 21 September the police in İstanbul detained Ali Balkız, chairman of the culture center Pir Sultan Abdal and the official Timurtaş Özmen, when they wanted to make a press statement after the court case they had filed against Fethullah Gülen had been heard in Bağcılar.

The Court of Cassation confirmed the decision to close the Tunceli Culture and Solidarity Association (TKDD) on 15 February. TKDD chairman Selman Yeşilgöz stated that the trial launched in connection with a speech he and a former executive Ali Müfit had given in the general assembly of the association in 1996, had concluded at Fatih Penal Court No. 3 in 1998 November. Both defendants had received sentences of 1 year's imprisonment. 

On 20 May the police raided TKDD in İzmir. The offices were closed for 7 days, because not only members had been there. 

The trial launched against executives of the Association to Fight Unemployment and Expensiveness (İPSD), in connection with the press statement they held in protest to the Social Security Draft Bill, commenced at Eyüp (Istanbul) Penal Court No. 1 on 10 February. In the hearing, the chairperson of the association Safiye Erdoğan and Hüsne Aslan, Fikri Taşkın, Erdal Kopal and Ahmet Tahsin Telci gave their testimonies. The trial was postponed in order to receive the testimonies of Ercan Küçükosmanoğlu and Hakan Aslan. No information on the progress in this trial was available.

The trial launched by the General Directorate of Foundations with the demand of closing the Kurdish Culture and Research Foundation (Kürt Kav), started at Beyoğlu Penal Court No. 3 on 16 February. Kamber Soypak, the lawyer of Kürt Kav, reminded that the trial launched by İstanbul SSC in connection with the announcement published in the daily Hürriyet, upon a report prepared by the General Directorate of Foundations, had resulted in acquittal in the first hearing on 1 February. The complaint was based on scholarships to the Upsala University and contacts to the Stockholm Kurdish Foundation. The case did not conclude in 2000.

On 29 February the police raided the offices of the Education and Culture Foundation Zehra in Van. The police seized several documents and later detained the chairman Muzaffer Van and the member Gıyaseddin Şimşek at the schools, where they were working. They were released in the evening hours.

Association for Social Aid and Culture of Migrants (Internally Displace People, Göç-Der)

The case against the board members of Göç-Der in İzmir concluded at İzmir Penal Court No. 8 on 22 February. The court acquitted the defendants.

On 21 June the governor's office in İzmir ordered the closure of Göç-Der for 3 days, because not only members had been in the office.

In March three separate trials were launched against Göç-Der Chairman Mahmut Özgür and 10 executives. The first trial against Mahmut Özgür and executives was launched on charges of violating the “Law of Associations,” as they had sent petitions of migrants, who wanted to return to their villages, to Parliament instead of the district governors or the prosecution office. The trial was to be held at Fatih Penal Court No. 1. The defendants were Mahmut Özgür, Mehmet Avcı, Duran Boztepe, Semra Oğuz, Zübeyit Avras, Timur Beyköylü, Ramazan Ay, Emin Demirtaş, Ahmet Demir, Süleyman Yıldız and Pakize Eriş.

Another trial was launched on the accusations of “insulting the army”. The insults were allegedly made in the December-1998, March-February-1998 issues of Göç-Der Bulletin. The trial under Article 159 TPC was to be held at Fatih Penal Court No. 5. The defendants were the same as in the first trial. 

The third trial was launched against Lütfi Dağ, editor-in-chief with the bulletin, and Melahat İncedursun, Hikmet Kılıçaslan and some internally displaced people, who written in the bulletin. The trial was to be conducted at İstanbul Criminal Court. 

Pakize Eriş, SG of Göç-Der, was detained during a raid on her house in Esenler, Istanbul on 15 August. 

The Mesopotamian Culture Center (MKM)

Revze Öngel, chairwoman of the Mersin branch of MKM, and the executives Ayten Paşin, Kendal Şahin and Arzu Kaya, who had been detained in November 1999, were indicted at Adana SSC in 200.

The Mersin branch of MKM was raided by police officers on 12 July. 20 people were detained during the raid reportedly carried out on instructions of Adana SSC. Branch Director Servet Özkan was assaulted, then hospitalized and finally taken to Mersin Police HQ. The building was later sealed. Among the detainees, 6 children were released the same day and 11 were released on 14 July. Servet Özkan and the executives Cezmi Arkış and Rıfat Duman were remanded. 

The case against Servet Özkan, Cezmi Arkış and Rıfat Duman commenced at Adana SSC on 3 October. The court decided to release Cezmi Arkış. The defendants were charged under Article 169 TPC, but the trial did not conclude in 2000.

The headquarters of MKM in Istanbul and some of its branches were raided on instructions of Adana SSC on 29 July. 41 people were detained during the raids. During the raids to the headquarters of the MKM and its branch in Tarlabaşı district, the police seized a great deal of cassettes, books, video tapes and documents, and detained 39 people including 4 French tourists. During the raid to the MKM İzmir Branch Hamide Yüksel, Branch Director, and Şahin Akyüz were detained, and some documents were seized. 

The police raided central office of MKM and its office in Tarlabaşi, Istanbul again on 4 September. In the raid, Nurcat Turgut, a staff with the MKM, was detained due to a decision of remand on him in a previous trial. 

Students' Associations

The trial against 30 students, members of the Turkish Students and Youth Associations Federation (TÖDEF), who were accused of “holding demonstrations at Ankara University Faculty of Language, History and Geography on various dates and being members of the DHKP-C)”, concluded on 7 March. Ankara SSC sentenced 16 students to 45 months in prison and acquitted 14 students. 

The office of the OHAL governor banned the activities of the students' association at Van 100 Year University for 3 months starting in May. He took the decision based on Article 11 of the OHAL Law. In December the public prosecutor closed the association. The decision was valid until the administrative court decided on the objection. On 8 December police officer came to the premises of the association and forced the board members to leave. 

At the same time the activities of the students' association at Dicle University in Diyarbakır were banned. On 17 August the board members removed the seal at the door, while police officers witnessed it. Immediately afterwards they produced another ban for 3 months signed by the OHAL governor. The chairman of the association, Sıracettin Irmak had to confirm the receipt and the police officers sealed the door again. In November the OHAL governor took another decision to ban the activities for three months.

The People's Houses

In the night of 29 January the People's House in Kilimli, Zonguldak province, was attacked. The chairman Hüsnü Hazır stated that the person/s had destroyed the register for members and some other documents and burned some of them. 

On 8 February the police in Ankara detained 3 members of the People's House in Mamak on the grounds that they had distributed posters. The suspects were interrogated at Yavuz Sultan Police Station for 17 hours.

The People's House in Samandağ district (Hatay) was closed twice for 3 days each during the first six months of the year.

In July the office of the governor in Ankara ordered the closure of the People's House in Mamak for 29 days. No information on the reasons was available.

Associations of Prisoners' Relatives

According to a statement by TUAD police officers raided the headquarters of the association on 10 March. They detained Emine Çağlayan and seized some 60 bulletins.

The office of the OHAL governor ordered the closure of THAY-DER in Diyarbakır for 3 months, beginning in October.

On 21 September Ankara SSC started to hear the case of Ayşe Betül Gökoğlu, chairwoman of TİYAD and the board members Mehmet Bakır, Alaaddin Uğraş and Yalçın Savcı in connection with a book on the incident in Ankara Closed Prison on 26 September 1999 that resulted in the death of 10 prisoners. The defendants were charged under Article 169 TPC. The trial did not conclude in 2000.

The National Youth Foundation (MGV)

The trial against 28 people, including Necmettin Erbakan, the chairperson of the Welfare Party (RP) that was closed earlier by the Constitutional Court, executives of the National Youth Foundation (MGV) and Individual Industrialists and Businessmen Association (MÜSİAD), on charges of “working for a state based on religion,” continued at Ankara SSC throughout the year. The indictment sought the closure of MGV and MÜSİAD on the grounds that “they were institutions training religious militants,” and the death penalty for RP former deputy Chairperson Ahmet Tekdal and former parliamentarians Şevki Yilmaz, Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan and İbrahim Halil Çelik, under Article 146/1 TPC. The other defendants were charged under Article 146/3 TPC. Their names are: Ali Nabi Koçak, Imdat Kaya, Erol Yarar, Ali Bayramoglu, Ahmet Akgül, Süleyman Mercümek, Adnan Demirtürk, Nevzat Laleli, Tacettin Çetinkaya, Yilmaz Bölükbaşi, Sadik Küçükgünay, Mecit Dönmezbilek, Fikret Erçoban, Ahmet Ertok, Abdülkadir Geylan, Muzaffer Baydar, Ali Tandogan, Mehmet Bozgeyik, Mustafa Akgün, Mükremin Karakoç, Mehmet Karaman, Tuncer Tabak, Asim Sezen and Nuh Mehmet Solmaz. 

The police raided Fatih District Center and 38 liaison offices of the MGV on 21 June. The police sealed the center in Fatih and 38 liaison offices with the order of the prosecution office. İmdat Kaya, a staff member of the foundation, was reportedly wanted on charges of “insulting the Republic and Atatürk” in his speeches. 

On 14 September, Ankara and Kayseri branches of the MGV were closed. İstanbul Branch of the MGV was also closed on 13 September. 

On 16 and 17 September the branches in İzmit, Ağrı and İzmir were closed and shortly afterwards the branches in Balıkesir, Batman, Karasu (Sakarya), Sapanca (Sakarya), Kırşehir, Antalya, Erzurum, Gaziantep and Nevşehir were closed. The director for foundations stated that the branches had been closed until the court cases against the MGV were terminated. He added that so far 35 out of 61 branches had been closed.

On 22 September lawyers Süleyman Ünlü appealed to the Supreme Administrative Court demanding that the implementation of the decision of the General Directorate for Foundations of 4 September should be stopped. He claimed that Article 26 of the Regulation on Closure of Associations and Foundations was against the Civil Code and stated that the trial demanding the closure of the MGV were still pending at court. The Supreme Administrative Court did not reach a verdict in 2000.

� Burhan Öncel, Yaseri İşleme, Cevher Ay and Bilgin Akkoyun, who stayed longer in detention, later disclosed that they were tortured. 


� In deciding on the closure of RP in 1998 the Constitutional Court had cancelled the then second paragraph of the Law on Political Parties. The paragraph had been redefined on 12 August 1999. 


� Soldiers killed EMEP official in Pertek district (Tunceli) Süleyman Ekrem on 29 November 1999.





