3. Right to Life

The death penalty has been one of the most important issues in the membership debates to the European Union in 2001. During the year many people were tried at State Security Courts with demand of death penalty. (See death penalty).

In 2001, the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) concluded 9 cases against Turkey in relation to a violation of the right to life. In 8 cases Turkey was found guilty. In one of two cases resulting in a friendly solution (the Faysal Akman case), the ECHR struck out the case since the applicant did not accept the friendly solution. (See the section on the European Court of Human Rights).

The right to life continued to be violated systematically in 2001. The “Return to Life Operation”, which the military forces started on 19 December 2000, caused the death of 30 prisoners (see section on Prisons). Diyarbakır Chief of Police, Gaffar Okkan and five security officers were assassinated. The following day two executives of HADEP Silopi Branch “disappeared”.

Table: Violations of the Right to Life (1990-2001)

	
	Extra-judicial executions
	Killings by unknown assailants
	Cases of “Disappearance”
	Deaths in Custody and Prisons
	Mine-Bomb Explosions

	1990
	---
	11
	9+2
	12
	---

	1991
	98
	31
	3
	21
	---

	1992
	283
	362
	8
	18
	38

	1993
	189
	467
	30
	40
	123

	1994
	129
	423
	57
	53
	131

	1995
	96
	166
	49
	37
	45

	1996
	129
	113
	19
	72
	40

	1997
	98
	65
	10
	52
	63

	1998
	80
	45
	11
	43
	28

	1999
	63
	52
	16
	55
	37

	2000
	56
	13
	---
	58
	29

	2001
	37
	24
	2
	57
	18


a) Authority to fire gun

The Constitutional Court’s verdict to cancel the Article 1 of the Anti-Terror Law “authorizing the security officers to fire their guns without any hesitation” was published in the Official Gazette on 19 January 2001. 2 

The reasoned verdict read, “the authority of the police to fire guns directly at the target, if the order of ‘surrender’ is not followed, is in breach of the ‘right to life’ covered in the Constitution.” The Constitutional Court emphasized that in some incidents, less dangerous ways of defusing the assailants could be found if life security is concerned. The verdict reminded of the constitutional principal, “Everybody has the right to life, and the integrity of his or her material and spiritual entity”, and noted that the European Convention on Human Rights carries the same provision. The verdict further stated that the State has the ultimate responsibility for taking all kinds of precautions to protect the right to life, emphasized that the authority to use firearms could be granted by law only in circumstances of necessity, and continued, “The right to use firearms can only be granted, if no other choice than the use of firearms is left.”

The Court made some amendments in the Law on Provincial Administration, but did not cancel the provision concerning the authority to “make use of the forces assigned for this purpose”, in case “the existing forces fall short of solving the incidents that broke out in the province(s)”, and authorized the governors to decide on whom to ask for support. The Constitutional Court’s verdict will enter into force one year later, in order to “avoid possible leaks in combating terrorism”. 

The Minister of Interior Sadettin Tantan reacted to this decision of the Constitutional Court saying, “Will the police forces use their guns after they are attacked?” While criticizing the ruling Sadettin Tantan said, “Now, I don’t want to say anything about the esteemed Court members. But, under the current conditions, I’d like to ask them whether the security forces should have used their guns after the recent terrorist attack? I’d rather leave this issue to their understanding. But we cannot expect to receive any service from people on duty at the price of their lives?” Tantan further claimed that the discussion on the authority to be given to the security forces was utterly primitive. 

Some politicians and scientists joined the discussion triggered by Tantan’s speech. Some reactions concerning this issue were as follows:

Prof. Dr. Orhan Aldıkaçtı: “I comply completely with Tantan’s reaction. I hold that the cancelled article is not in breach of the right to life. The security forces are not authorized to use their guns against somebody without warning in advance. On the contrary, there is a prerequisite for calling to surrender. This call implies the protection of the terrorist’s right to life. By making this call, the security forces mean, “I do not want to kill you, surrender, and stay alive”. If a person does not surrender and intends to respond by firing arms, s/he cannot expect to get a carnation. I believe that the Constitutional Court has reached a wrong.” 

Mehmet Ağar: “We should keep in mind that this limitation on the authority of the police to use their guns will bother that institution. We should handle these issues without ignoring the reality.”

Ex-Minister of Interior Nahit Menteşe: “I also share Tantan’s opinion. I definitely reject limiting the authority of the security forces to use firearms. I cannot imagine the security forces without carrying firearms. I don’t believe it is right to limit their authority to use firearms. The security forces are armed wherever they are. I believe, their actual authorities should continue.” 

Prof. Dr. Kayıhan İçel: “The Constitutional Court’s decision and its justification should be evaluated with great attention. I don’t evaluate it as depriving the police of its authority to use firearms. In its reasoning the Constitutional Court has underlined under what conditions the right to life should be guarded. The Court does not state, ‘the security forces cannot use firearms’. The verdict stresses not to use firearms unless it is inevitable. I think Mr. Tantan is sentimental in his opinion.”

The cases of Gazal Berü-Selahattin Öge

The report concerning the killing of Gazal Berü (11) by dogs of the gendarmerie station in Yiğitler Village of Bingöl-Karlıova on 19 March 2001, and the torture of Selahattin Öge, a peasant in Yorgançayır village of Karlıova, on 19 February, was released in a press meeting on 10 April. The report was prepared by a delegation, formed of the Vice Chairman of the Human Rights Association (HRA) Osman Baydemir, HRA regional representative Hanifi Işık, Head of Elazığ Branch of HRA Cafer Demir, Head of Muş Branch of HRA Sevim Yetkiner, Executives of Bingöl HRA Branch Rıdvan Kızgın and Kasım Elçi. In the press conference Baydemir emphasized the fact that many people in the region lost their life after attacks by dogs since 1994. The report was based on talks to Governor Tamer Ersoy, Mayor Feyzullah Karaaslan, Public Prosecutor M. Ali Erbay in Bingöl and District Governor Hikmet Aydın, Public Prosecutor Musa Kanici in Karlıova as well as interviews with relatives of the victims. 

Meral Berü (13), sister of deceased Gazal Berü was quoted in the report as follows: 

“In the morning of the incident my sister Gazal and I together with another 10 girls from the village went to pick ‘asphodel’ (a specific medicinal herb in the region). We passed the gendarmerie station on our way. However, a while later my sister and I noticed that we lost our knife and we returned back to look for it. When we reached the gendarmerie station, there were two soldiers on guard in 15-20 meters distance from us. There were 4 dogs inside the courtyard surrounded by wires and 2 dogs near to us at the guarding points. The soldier asked us to go away. I said to him ‘uncle soldier, we lost our knife. We shall go after we found it’. The Soldier pointed at us and ordered the dogs to catch us. The two dogs at the guarding point started to run towards us. They came close, but did not bite immediately. They were just barking. Gazal was frightened and crying. I took her behind me. The dogs were real big. I was also frightened and started to cry. I was begging the soldier to rescue us. But he repeated his order to the dogs. As soon as the dogs heard the order, the other dogs in the courtyard started to move. They jumped over the wires and came to us. We ran into the cemetery. Gazal held my skirt and was able to run with me for a while. However, the wall of the cemetery was too high for her to climb. 5 to 6 dogs were beating her. I run to the village screaming. I came across our neighbors Harun Arat and Abdülbasir Buğda and asked them for help. Harun carried me away from the place of incident. The dogs belong to the station and are there all the time. If the soldier had not ordered them, the dogs would not have attacked us”.

The concluding remarks of the report are as follows:

The members of the delegation observed that

· - human rights violations and arbitrary unlawful practices mostly of the gendarmerie are still continuing in the rural parts of the region, although the delegation did not face any difficulty during its two-day mission. But the delegation was confronted with torture and ill-treatment cases that have never been publicized before;

· - human rights violations have remained unknown, the complaint mechanism is not used by the citizens, there is a strong belief on the ineffectiveness of the judiciary and conviction that the use of complaint mechanism will lead to new human rights violations;

· - the life of the inhabitants of Yiğitler village is under the pressure of the gendarmerie in every aspect and the residents are tired of the terror of dogs and mining practices of the gendarmerie. 

· - Villagers reported that the dogs belong to the gendarmerie. Despite the clarity of Meral Berü’s testimony to the prosecutors, the soldier, who ordered the dogs to catch the girls, has not been arrested. This practice that does not comply with provisions of the Law on Criminal Procedures increases doubts about the lawfulness of the interrogation. 

On 19 February 4 people, two of them in military uniform, came to the house of Selahattin Öge, a member of the People's Democracy Party (HADEP), in Yorgançayır village, Karlıova district (Bingöl) and took him away in a car. The next morning Selahattin Öge was found in the garden of a school 2 kilometers outside of Karlıova. He was taken to Bingöl State Hospital and from there to the hospital of the university in Elazığ. It was established that two rips and one arm was broken and that he was suffering from concussion. On his case the report stated: 

“It is alarming that no official from the district gendarmerie station was taken, although it is very obvious that Selahattin Öge was tortured. The kidnapping, interrogation, torture and the date of the Selahattin Öge incident put it in line with the assassination of Diyarbakır chief of police and the “disappearance” of the two executives of HADEP Silopi branch. 

During their investigation in Karlıova executives of HADEP Solhan Branch invited members of the delegation. They reported on human rights violations they were confronted with. The delegation went to Solhan district on 4 April to listen to HADEP executives. The seriousness of the problems in Solhan and pressures on members of HADEP would to be an issue of a separate investigation.  

Police and Soldier Suicides

Throughout the year incidents of suicide or killings of relatives by members of the security, in particular those, who had served in the region under a state of emergency (OHAL), were reported.

According to the Directorate for General Security 57 police officers tried to commit suicide between 1999 and April 2001; 46 of them died and 10 were either persuaded or wounded themselves. Among the police officers 37 were employed at the anti-riot police (Çevik Kuvvet). In February In February the General Director for Security, Turan Genç, issued a circular on the suicides. It was sent to all chief of police asking them to take close care of the all problems of the staff, to keep the channels for communication open and to make an effort that people could enjoy working on a lower scale. In May a similar circular was issued. 

On 12 December a high-ranking security officer, who had served in the OHAL commented on the service and stated that the staff that had served in the Southeast was in need of psychological treatment, but many people were afraid to receive a report that they no longer would be able to carry arms and, therefore, did not apply for such a treatment. He said inter alias: 

“You put someone coming from the mountains, out of clashes in the department for general order or for passports. These people find stamping, filing, pasting of photographs or regulating traffic simple and boring. They ‘explode’. Some are aware that they are in need of psychological treatment. But they are afraid that the physician might say that they are not fit for an armed duty and might lose their job.”

On 15 December the daily “Yedinci Gündem” presented the results of a research on “Police and Suicide” conducted by the General Directorate for Security. The report established 242 suicides of police officers between 1989 and 1999. In 33% of the cases the reasons were found to be mental, in 24% to be relate to the family, in 9% to stem from material problems, in 5% to be of a psychiatric origin and in 13% of the cases the reasons could not be established.

A striking example for the so-called “Vietnam-Syndrome” or post-traumatic stress disturbance happened in Manavgat district of Antalya in November. During the night of 11 November Sergeant Murat Zencirli and six soldiers under his command fired with automatic guns and 11 banks. There were no casualties.

Murat Zencirli had served in Hakkari for three years, before he was appointed to Manavgat. Reportedly he had received a negative answer on a request for credit from one ban and was drunk, when the incident happened. On 13 November he was arrested and later charged with the soldiers Erhan Kara, Barış Turan, Alper Genç, Ali Akkuş, Zekeriya Yılmaz and Çağdaş Şentel for participating in a crime, indirect threat and extreme drunkenness. 

On 6 February commissioner Doner Demirel, employed at the narcotics department at Adana Police HQ, committed suicide.  On the same day Kemalettin Altınöz (29) working that Hamdi Bey Police Station in Muğla Polis killed himself in Aydın.

On 22 February sergeant Çavuş Gürbüz killed himself with a hand grenade in Diyarbakır. 

On 8 July Doğan Çetin (39), employed at Kayseri Talas Police HQ committed suicide with his police gun. 

Sergeant Ali Çalışkan, the central figure in the incident in Akkise town, Ahırlı district (Konya) that on 9 August resulted in the death of Hasan Gültekin, had served in the Southeast for a long time.

The village guard Kerem Koç committed suicide in Kıran quarter (Hakkari) on 15 September. He came home from duty, put his gun to his head and pulled the trigger. 

Turgut Karahan (40) employed at the department to fight terrorism at İzmir-Buca Police HQ, committed suicide on 27 November, after he had killed his wife Gülferi Karahan (35) and his children Havva Karahan (12), Sümeyye Karahan (5) and Hasan Karahan (2). Reportedly he was injured to his head, while on duty in Batman in the department for special actions and had received treatment for eight months. 

On 29 November Mustafa Yavuz (29), employed at the directorate for special action in Bingöl Police HQ, shot himself with his own pistol. He was taken to the Medical Center of Elazığ Fırat University and died on 11 December.

Necibe Pehlivan shot her husband, the police officer Hüseyin Pehlivan, employed at the central police station of Kemalpaşa district (İzmir) on 5 December. Afterwards she committed suicide. Reportedly Hüseyin Pehlivan had served three years at the department for special action in Tunceli Police HQ.

3.1. The Death Penalty

At the end of 2001 the Judicial Commission in the Grand National Assembly of Turkey had received 59 files concerning the execution of 113 persons. 29 of them had been sentenced to death according to Article 125 TPC, 41 according to Article 146 TPC and the others under non-political provisions.

The names of the individuals sentenced to death according to Article 125 TPC are as follows:

Nizamettin Özoğlu, Mehmet Sait Dayan, Sinan İyit, Aslan Kaya, Abdurrahim Akalp, Yusuf Akbaba, Türkan İpek, Mehmet Darga, Celal Türk, Salih Gün, Zübeyir Paksoy, Yusuf Çabuk, Hüseyin Güçlü, Bayram Kaymaz, Fikri Demir, Nihat Yağız, Mehmet Emin Çeçi, Cumali Karasu, Enver Özer, Ahmet Güven, Kadri Sönmez, Ramazan Akdağ, Nadir Kalkan, Vefa Kartal, Ramazan Kızıldağ, Şeyhmuz Poyraz, Şemdin Sakık, Şahin Gümüş, Nuri Akbulut.

The names of the individuals sentenced to death according to Article 146 TPC are as follows:

Ali Osman Köse, Rabbena Hanedar, Hasan Şahingöz, Ali Nazik, Selmani Özcan, Cemal Çakmak, Kemal Gomi, Ali Teke, Lütfi Topal, Ali Tekin, Muhsin Erbaş, Harun Gülbaş, Bekir Çınar, Erol Sarıkaya, Ahmet Turan Kılıç, Kenan Kale, Harun Yıldız, Zafer Yelok, Yunus Karataş, Halil İbrahim Düzbiçer, Ömer Faruk Gez, Ahmet Oflaz, Ekrem Kurt, Erkan Çetintaş, Faruk Sarıkaya, Hayrettin Gül, Harun Kavak, Süleyman Toksun, Hayrettin Yeğin, Mehmet Yılmaz, Adem Kozu, Mustafa Uğur Yaraş, Faruk Belkavlı, Ömer Demir, Alim Özhan, İbrahim Duran, Etem Ceylan, Vahit Kaynar, Turan Kaya, Cafer Tayyar Soykök, Faruk Ceylan.

The names of the individuals sentenced to death for ordinary crimes are as follows:

Seyfettin Uzundiz, Bekir Gedik, Yakup Karaca, Halil Yıldırım, Taner Keleşoğlu, Murat Katrağ, İsmail Özdemir, Coşkun Öztürk, Hasip Mehmet Atay, Kadir Şahin, Mürsel Girgin, Aziz Varkan, Nadir Şenol, Halil Güneş, Celal Atalay, Birsen Güngören, Yaşar Akan (military court), Cüneyt Erengül (military court), Adil İnandı, Mehmet Pesci, İbrahim Çınar, Burhanettin Duman (in two cases), Ali Azaklı, Mustafa Namlı, Ali Sezgin, Çağatay Çelikel, Mehmet Babür (military court), Süleyman Güney, Erdem Berber, Harun Aslan, Ali Aslan, Zülküf Almalı, Sami Akyürek, Ömer Gök, Ramazan Koban, Levent Makbutlar, Metin Mıcık, Taci Nergis, Resul Köse, Mutlu Akın, Abdullah Aksel, Mehmet Ayhan Uluş, Tuncay Çakır.

The “National Program” on measures to be taken by Turkey as a nominee State to the European Union was presented on 19 March. The demand for the continuance of moratorium on capital punishment was among the medium-term targets of the Program, but it was within the short-term targets in the Accession Partnership Document. By recalling that the decision for the execution of death penalties was the competence of the Grand National Assembly, it was asserted that the abolition of capital punishment would be considered in the medium term. 

In a press meeting on 21 Mart, Deputy Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz stated that the changes on capital punishment had to be made within 1 to 5 years. Yılmaz said, “The medium term is more than one year but the maximum limit are 5 years. This conflicts with the timetable of the EU enlargement. We should shorten this term as much as possible.” 

In June, it was discussed whether capital punishment will be abolished.  General Secretary of the Council of Europe Walter Schwimmer said at the congress in Strasbourg on abolition of the death penalty that in order to abolish capital punishment all over the world: “The European Council members want Turkey and Russia to abolish capital punishment and ratify the 6th Protocol.” Schwimmer added that they were looking for possibilities to organize and start a campaign for abolishing capital punishment. He also called attention to the 6th Protocol that was prepared by European Council in 1982 and is the only obliging international document about abolishing capital punishment (in peace times) in the world. 

At the end of the congress, which ended on 22 June, an announcement was published to invite all countries to abolish capital punishment. The European Council urged Turkey, Russia, and Armenia to sign the 6th Protocol to the European Human Rights Convention on abolition of capital punishment. The numbers given at the congress show that capital punishment was still in force in 86 countries and 1,457 people were executed in 2000. 

During the year the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) did not ratify the two UN Conventions, which Turkey signed in accordance with UN Secretary General Kofi Annan’s call before the Millennium Summit of the year 2000. It remained uncertain under which conditions Turkey will approve the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, known as “Twin Covenants” and what kind of reservation it might announce. Turkey is expected to put a reservation on Article 1
 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which acknowledges the “right of peoples to self-determination”. 

If the GNAT approves this Covenant, the abolition of the death penalty in Turkey will get on the legislative agenda, as Article 6 of this Covenant calls the death penalty a violation of the right to life.  It is not yet clear whether or not Turkey will put a reservation on this Article. The second paragraph of this Article reads: “In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death may be imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance with the law in force at the time of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the present Covenant and the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide…”

Constitutional Changes

In September the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) agreed on the amendment of certain Articles of the Constitution including a partial abolition of the death penalty. The draft introduced by Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit, his deputies Mesut Yılmaz and Devlet Bahçeli and 288 MPs changed Article 38 of the Constitution 4 by adding the following provisions: “Findings obtained in a manner not in accordance with the law may not be admitted as evidence”, “No one shall be deprived of his/her liberty merely on the grounds of inability to fulfill a contractual obligation” and “The death penalty may only be imposed in time of war, imminent threat of war and for crimes of terrorism”. During the debate the conditions for imposing death penalties were restricted to war and an imminent threat of war. 

Justice Minister Hikmet Sami Türk suggested excluding the death penalty from the constitutional amendments and only changing the penal code. However, the Grand National Assembly of Turkey passed the proposed amendments to the 1982 Constitution. The provision of “death penalties may only be passed in time of war or close to war” was changed to “imminent threat of war” and accepted by 368 to 65 votes. This vote was the lowest result for the draft. This Article was also the one with the longest debate on it. 
Despite the debates, the proposal was passed on 19 September and entered into force on 17 October. However, a temporary article was added to the proposal, by which execution of the sentence given for the PKK Leader Abdullah Öcalan remained possible. Paragraph B of the temporary article stated that amnesties, which Parliament might announce by the majority of 60%, according to Article 87 of the Constitution should not include offences against the State (Article 14). 
After the constitutional amendments the situation of people awaiting execution and those on trial with the demand of the death penalty become confused. Mardin Criminal Court No. 1 forwarded one case to the Constitutional Court asking to cancel the condition in Article 450 TPC that the penalty for intentional killing has to be the death penalty. At the beginning of 2002 the Constitutional Court decided to deal with the application in principle. 

The 1st Chamber of the Court of Cassation quashed a death sentence passed under Article 450 TPC by Konya Criminal Court No. 2 pointing at the changes to Article 38 of the Constitution. 

The case against Recep İpek, accused of having killed the child Afşar Sıla Çaldıran (11) in Susurluk district (Balıkesir) on 6 April, continued at Balıkesir Criminal Court on 30 October. The court decided to await the outcome of the constitutional amendments that would require a revision of Article 450 TPC.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Erdoğan (Faculty of Economic and Administrative Science at Hacettepe University)

The death penalty was abolished for peace times, and that only partly. After the amendment death penalty may be passed for terror crimes. However, terror crimes are defined to a large extent on crimes of organization and thought. In addition, the definition of terror is not a technical judicial and neutral definition, but was made according to the reservations of the official ideology. Therefore, even after the changes the death penalty may still be passed for acts of a non-terrorist nature (publication, speeches, gatherings). In other words, the death penalty is even in peace times not an exceptional penalty. (Radikal 18 October 2001)
Death Penalty Decisions 

In a trial against 49 defendants Adana SSC sentenced Nurettin Üdürgücü, Bekir Tanrıkulu and Burhan Çevik to death under Article 146 TPC for the "violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order in the name of the radical Islam Hezbollah organization". 27 defendants were sentenced to 12,5 years' imprisonment each and 19 defendants were acquitted. 

On 2 April İstanbul SSC No. 6 announced its verdict in the trial against leaders and members of the Islamic Great Eastern Raiders Front İBDA/C. The alleged leader Salih İzzet Erdiş (also known as Salih Mirzabeyoğlu) was sentenced to death under Article 146 of the Turkish Penal Code for “the armed attempt to overthrow the constitutional order”. Sadettin Ustaosmanoğlu and Mehmet Fazıl Aslantürk were sentenced to 18 years' imprisonment under Article 168/2 of the Turkish Penal Code for “membership of an armed gang”. Hüsnü Göktaş, who was tried without arrest would have been convicted for “supporting an armed gang” under Article 169 of the Turkish Penal Code (TPC) that requires sentences of between 3 and 5 years' imprisonment, but benefited from the Law on Conditional Release and Suspension of Sentences. 

The prosecutor at the Court of Cassation asked to confirm the death penalty for the alleged leader of the radical Islam organization İBDA/C, Salih İzzet Erdiş (Salih Mirzabeyoğlu). He also wanted the sentences of the members Sadettin Ustaosmanoğlu and Mehmet Fazıl Aslantürk to be confirmed. 
On 26 December the 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation quashed the death penalties on the grounds that the verdict did not include accurate identities in the passage about the sentence. Therefore, İstanbul SSC No. 6 will have to conduct a retrial against Erdiş and his co-defendants Sadettin Ustaosmanoğlu and Mehmet Fazıl Aslantürk. 

On 13 April Diyarbakır SSC No. 3 passed a verdict on 3 defendants. They were accused of an armed attack on police officers at a control post of the post near the governor's building in Kızıltepe (Mardin) on 20 June 1999. During this attack one police officer was killed and 7 officers were injured. The court found that Abdullah Oral, Cuma Tanırgan and Mehmet Salih Yaşasın had carried out this attack in the name of the PKK as a protest against the arrest of Abdullah Öcalan and sentenced all defendants to death. 

İstanbul SSC No. 6 heard the case of Ercan Kartal, an alleged leader of the Revolutionary People's Liberation Party/Front DHKP/C and two members of the organization on 8 May. This time Ercan Kartal was sentenced to death for having ordered the assassination attempt on the 7th State President of Turkey, Kenan Evren. Defendants Berkan Abatay and Fadime Baştuğ were sentenced to 12.5 years' imprisonment for “membership of the DHKP/C”. 

On 25 June, Antalya Criminal Court No. 1 sentenced Ercan Tarıkçı to death for killing a child named Sibel Nefer (11) in Antalya on 9 April. 

İsmiye Akgöz, who killed two of her nephews about two years ago, when they saw her steeling gold of her sister, was sentenced twice to death. Eyüp Criminal Court No. 1 delivered the verdict on 10 August. 

Malatya SSC sentenced Hakkı Alphan, on hunger strike in Ankara Closed Prison, to death. The verdict of 17 August was based on the allegation of “leading membership of the Turkish Communist Party/ML-Workers’ and Peasants Liberation Army of Turkey’ (TKP/ML TIKKO).

Muğla Criminal Court sentenced Yüksel Kocagöz, who was accused of “killing Yıldız Menteşe (67) and Beysun Menteşe (20), both relatives of ex-Interior Minister Nahit Menteşe, in Muğla-Milas on 21 January”, to death at the hearing of 13 September. 

On 5 October Muğla Criminal Court sentenced Aytaç Şahin, Ümit Şehirlioğlu and Celal Türker to death for having raped and killed Nilgün Koşar in Marmara district (Muğla) on 3 November 2000.

On 27 November the trial against 21 people accused of “membership and activities for the Revolutionary People's Liberation Party/Front (DHKP/C)” concluded for the second time at İzmir SSC. The Court of Cassation had quashed the verdict in the first instance on 5 February. The death penalty against Gürsel Akmaz was lifted, since she had died during the death fast action. The defendants Yalçın Hafçi, Süleyman Erol and Özlem Taşdemir were sentenced to death. Vicdan Şahin and Özlem Taş, who had been sentenced to death during the first trial, received life imprisonment. Bülent Ersoy and Hatice Aşık were sentenced to 15 and Hacı Ahmet Akkaya to 5 years' imprisonment. The cases of the defendants Ahmet Zencirci, Erdem Albayrak, Gülizar Ersoy, Yaşar Bilibay, Hatice Akkaya and Sevgi Yamaç, former board member of Denizli HRA were suspended according to the Law 4616. The acquittals of İsmail Payat, Ramazan Zencirci, Fizan Koç, Hüseyin Serinkan, Osman Serinkan and Ali İbin had not been forwarded to the Court of Cassation. The case had been opened after the incident in Balkıca village, Tavas district (Denizli), during which 3 DHKP/C militants and the soldier Cumali Kaya had been killed on 30 November 1998. 

On 13 December Ankara SSC No. 2 announced its verdict in the case of Ali Gülmez, the alleged secretary of the Turkish Communist Party/ML-Workers’ and Peasants Liberation Army of Turkey (TKP/ML TIKKO) for the Black Sea region. The court found him guilty of a bomb attack on a car with prisoners from the trial on incidents in Sivas on 1 August 1997 and the bomb attack on Ayhan Çevik, governor of Çankırı on 5 March 1999 and sentenced him to death according to Article 146/1 TPC. 

Cases with the demand of the death penalty

The prosecutor’s office in Adana indicted Gülten Turaktekin (19) and her brother Ahmet Turaktekin for killing Mehmet Aslan, who raped Gülten Turaktekin, and demanded the death penalty for both defendants. 

The prosecutor at Diyarbakır SSC indicted Sadullah Özdemir with the demand of the death penalty on the allegation that he was the Diyarbakır representative of the PKK. Sadullah Özdemir, who is on trial with the HADEP mayors from Diyarbakır, Siirt and Bingöl, was released in this context on 30 January, but before he left the prison arrested again. His lawyer Habibe Değer said that her client was not guilty because he had been in prison on the dates in question. 
İstanbul Public Prosecutor indicted Orhan Aksoy accused of a series of murders demanding that he be sentenced to death for each murder. The trial against Orhan Aksoy with the demand of five death penalties will start in the near future. 

İstanbul Eyüp Prosecution's Office prepared an indictment against Ufuk Salih Hantal, who is being held responsible for the killing of Ömer Temiz in Eyüp, Ahmet Kurt in Bayrampaşa and Hızır Ali Muratoğlu in Fatih (all quarters of İstanbul) and demanded twice the capital punishment for the defendant. 

Üsküdar Prosecution's Office indicted 399 prisoners who at the time of the operations against the prisons that started on 19 December 2000 had been imprisoned in Ümraniye Prison. The indictment holds the prisoners responsible for the deaths of the gendarme Nurettin Kurt and the prisoners Haydar Akbaba and Muharrem Buldukoğlu. For this offence and 'rioting in prison”, “production of explosives”, “armed resistance” and violation of the Law on Firearms the prosecutions want the defendants to be sentenced to death, but also to receive further sentences of 14 to 23 years' imprisonment. 

The case launched against five villagers upon the complaints of village guards commenced at the Diyarbakır SSC on 4 March. The villagers had opened a case against the village guards for getting back their fields seized by them. At the hearing the defendants Abdullah Örnek, Nurettin Egün, Yusuf Bil, Mahsum Şişman, and Abdurrahman Üstün, stated that they were not living in the village when the land mines were allegedly planted, as they had been forced to migrate from the village. 
The case launched against the village guards Cemil Kayıcı, Mehmet Kaya, Muhsin Kayar, Abdullah Yıldırım, Ahmet Kayar, Lezgin Kayar and Mehmet Varış, who used to serve in Balli village of Şırnak-Uludere continued at Diyarbakır SSC on 13 March. The case had been launched on the allegations that the defendants had “provided PKK with logistic and information, killing an officer, a civilian and injuring 5 soldiers during an attack on an armed vehicle on 6 March 1999 with the PKK militants”. At the hearing of 13 March, the defendants stated that they were innocent. The defendants were charged with the demand of the death penalty under Article 125 of the TPC. 

On 26 March Ankara Criminal Court No. 8 continued to hear the case of 101 defendants including the leader of the Kurdish Workers' Party PKK, Abdullah Öcalan. The defendants are accused of violent activities in the Urfa region prior to the military coup of 12 September 1980. Vedat Aytaç, lawyer of Eyyübü Karagecilli said that his client had not committed any of the alleged crimes. He was on trial only because of a similarity of names. The court decided to write an order to Mudanya Penal Court to take the testimony of Abdullah Öcalan, imprisoned on the island of İmrali in their name. At the same time the court lifted the arrest warrant in absentia against Abdullah Öcalan. The arrest warrants against Numan Uçar, Kesire Yıldırım, Baki Uludağ, Murat Karayılan, Necip Işık, Mustafa Dağ, Mehmet Dilli and Ayhan Adılay were upheld.  In the hearing of 17 May, the court ordered the remand of Yılmaz Sümer in absentia. Sümer has not testified to the court, yet. The hearing was adjourned to a later date for completion of missing documents in the file.
On 19 March Ankara SSC No. 2 continued to hear the case of 28 members of the Welfare Party (RP), the “Milli Görüş” (National View) Foundation and the Association of Businessman MÜSİAD (including Necmettin Erbakan, once chairman of the dissolved Welfare Party (RP). Prosecutor Nuh Mete Yüksel read out the 11-page summing up of the case. He accused “Milli Görüş“ of “aiming at overthrowing the constitutional order and put a State based on religious principles in its place”. For this offence he asked that the defendants Ahmet Tekdal, Şevki Yılmaz, Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan and İbrahim Halil Çelik be sentenced to death according to Article 146/1 of the TPC. For the remaining defendants Ali Nabi Koçak, İmdat Kaya, Erol Yarar, Ali Bayramoğlu, Ahmet Akgül, Süleyman Mercümek, Adnan Demirtürk, Nevzat Laleli, Tacettin Çetinkaya, Yılmaz Bölükbaşı, Sadık Küçükgünay, Mecit Dönmezbilek, Fikret Erçoban, Ahmet Ertok, Abdülkadir Geylan, Muzaffer Baydar, Ali Tandoğan, Mehmet Bozgeyik, Mustafa Akgün, Mükremin Karakoç, Mehmet Karaman, Tuncer Tabak, Asim Sezen and Nuh Mehmet Solmaz he demanded sentences between 7.5 and 22.5 years' imprisonment under Article 146/3 TPC. Finally he demanded that the Milli Görüş Foundation and the Association of Businessmen called MÜSİAD be closed down because they educated militants for Milli Görüş. 

Ankara Public Prosecution Office launched a case against Tufan Doğan on the allegation that he had “murdered a child with the initials S.K. after raping her”. If convicted, Doğan will be sentenced to capital punishment under Article 450 of the TPC. 

In an indictment by İstanbul Public Prosecution's Office the death penalty was sought for Iurie Vulpe (a Moldavian citizen), while 3 further defendants have to expect sentences of between 3 and 9 years' imprisonment. Iurie Vulpe stands accused of having killed İsmail Arslan, keeper of the tourist shop “Bazaar 12” in Laleli (İstanbul) on 9 February 2001. Having stabbed him to death he escaped with TL 45 billion, 13 kg gold and $ 1,000. Olaksandr Nebosney is being accused of having hidden the stolen goods while Nizamettin Ateş Günaydın and Semir Gürdal purchased the goods. The trial was to start at İstanbul Criminal Court. 

Arif Baş was indicted for the killing of Fatma Zehra Cuhacıoğlu (22) on 2 April. The prosecution wants him to be sentenced to capital punishment. The hearing was to start at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 6. 

Selahattin Büyüköztekin, who is held responsible for the killings of Ömer Balaban, his son Murat Balaban, Nedim Sevim, Bedri Kara, Halil Altınoy and Ayhan Fındık in Edirne on 21 December 1997, was arrested in Adana on 19 April. A case had been brought against him with the demand of capital punishment.

İstanbul public prosecutor indicted Lokman Akkuş and Kenan Garip with the demand of capital punishment for killing Demet Karaca while trying to steel her bag. 

On 23 May, Adana SSC No. 1 continued to hear the case of 31 alleged members of the Turkish Communist Party/Marxist-Leninist Workers' and Peasants' Liberation Army of Turkey (TKP/ML TIKKO), 15 of them in remand. Seven defendants in remand were not brought to court since they are incarcerated in Sincan F-type Prison (Ankara). The lawyer asked for the release of their clients on bail. The court, however, decided on the continuation of pre-trial detention and ordered the appearance of the defendants from Sincan F-type Prison. In this trial the defendants Yadigar Kuyu, Demiral Yiğitalp, Atılcan Saday, Rafet Ünal, Hasan Emre and Osman Kaan are tried with the demand of the death penalty and the other defendants have to expect sentences of between 3 and 12 years’ imprisonment for membership of TIKKO and various actions including murder and robbery. 

Because the committed crime required capital punishment, the Court of Cassation quashed the verdict against Belgin Yüksel Halıcı to 36 years’ imprisonment for killing her father-in-law and mother-in-law in Silivri in 1996. The trial of Halıcı restarted on 30 May at Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 1.

On 5 June, Erzurum SSC continued to hear the case of Burhan Bayram, accused of leadership of the “Revolution Party of Turkey” (TDP). The prosecution has demanded the death penalty. Bayram applied to benefit from the so-called Repentance Law.

The public prosecutor of Kadıköy (İstanbul) indicted Fikret Aydın, Tarkan Altınok, Hasan Hüseyin Akdoğan, Ahmet Kaplantan and Faruk Çiftçi for the intentionally murder of the sisters Ebru and Işık Balkan in Bostancı. He demanded the death penalty for all defendants under Article 450/4 TPC. The main suspect Fikret Aydın is still on the run.

The prosecutor at İstanbul SSC prepared an indictment against Murat Sincar, chief of the Sincar tribe, and his brother Davut Sincar for killing Sait Yılmaz and Mustafa Yanbul in Bostancı (İstanbul). He asked for the death penalty for both defendants on charges of “inciting to intentional killing”. For the defendants Selma Sincar (mother of the brothers), Mehmet Saylağ and Şevket Gürdap prison terms were demanded. Earlier a case had been opened against Şükrü Uyar (the killer) and another 9 people.

On 19 June Ankara SSC continued to hear the case of Cevat Soysal, an alleged leading member of the PKK, who had been taken from Moldavia to Turkey, Ali Kandemir, former board member of the trade union SES and Osman Özçelik, former deputy chairman of the People’s Democracy Party (HADEP). In his testimony Cevat Soysal said that during his interrogation by the police he had been put under pressure to testify against a number of well-known people including the former chairman of the Democratic Turkey Party (DTP), Hüsamettin Cindoruk. Cevat Soysal is charged under Article 125 TPC that requires the death penalty.
During a hearing in August Cevat Soysal complained that his words were either not recorded or put down incorrectly. He mentioned that his elderly brother Ziya Soysal had died in a traffic accident in Batman on 10 July and suspected that it was done on purpose, because two soldiers and one repentant militant had been in the car. There were a few more hearing in 2001 and the one on 26 December was adjourned to 24 January 2002.

The Public Prosecutor in Şişli (İstanbul) launched a case against Nadir Pandul in connection with the “killing of a taxi driver and the injury of another person in İstanbul-Mecidiyeköy”.

In İstanbul Nevzat Kunter was indicted for having killed his 9-year-old son by cutting his throat. The indictment by the public prosecutor on Eyüp asked for the death penalty admitting that the defendant had been under psychological treatment.

In connection with the killing of Kudrettin Gören in İstanbul Kasımpaşa on May 2001, Şişli Public Prosecution Office launched a case against Seval Yurdayiğit with the demand of death penalty.

On 26 October Çanakkale Criminal Court started to hear the case related to the killing of Yılmaz Yarenci. The prosecution asked for the death penalty for the defendants Ömer Cumalı (19), Kerim Gezen (19) and Hayrettin Kırçiçek (22).

In Adana A.G. (17) was indicted for the killing of Abdullah Karabulut in Adana on 16 July. The case was to be heard at Adana Criminal Court No. 3. 

On 9 November the trial against Yener Yermez charged with killing businessman Üzeyir Garih on 25 August started at Eyüp Criminal Court No. 2. The court decided to await changes in the corresponding laws, since the constitutional amendments would not allow sentencing the defendant to death. Yener Yermez, the prime suspect for having killed the businessman Üzeyir Garih 5 in İstanbul on 25 August 2001 was detained on 4 September in Kayseri. He was arrested on 11 June in İstanbul. He will be charged with the demand of the death penalty, plus imprisonment for at least 20 years. Hasan Yılmaz, the public prosecutor of Eyüp, argued that the murder happened after a discussion between the victim and the assailant and stated that there was no connection to any organization. He demanded 20 years' imprisonment for the fact that Yener Yermez stole the mobile of the victim.

On 13 November Diyarbakır SSC No. 1 heard the case of 12 people from Uludere (Şırnak), six of them village guards and 4 of them in pre-trial detention, on charges of activities for the PKK. The prosecutor repeated his demand to sentence Mustafa Ürek, Ömer Yaman, Kerem Bilen and the “confessor” Hamdullah Salman to death according to Article 125 TPC. For the defendants not under arrest he demanded sentences according to Article 169 TPC. 

In December Bağcılar Prosecutor’s Office indicted Sinan Demirkaya and Erkan Çeliker for the killing of Rıdvaniye Kahraman, who they killed when she resisted the robbery of her bag. The death penalty was demanded for this offence. 

On 26 December Diyarbakır SSC continued to hear the case of 7 defendants including Sait Sidar, Mayor of Balveren town (Şırnak) and Mehmet Yumak, board member of the People’s Democracy Party (HADEP), on charges of supporting the PKK. Sait Sidar, Mehmet Yumak and the defendant Refik Yıldız were released. Lawyer Zülal Erdoğan stated that the gun, found in the house of Sait Sidar, had been given to him by the State. Mehmet Yumak’s lawyer Tahir Elçi said that it was impossible to take the weapon in one day to Van and get an expertise report on it. The case is based on the kidnapping of Yener Soylu, commander of Milli Gendarmerie Station. Mehmet Yumak is accused with killing İbrahim Sidar. He and İdris Tunç have to expect the death penalty, while the other defendants are charged under Article 168/2 TPC.

In Adana Sedat Gözüküçük was indicted for the murder of lawyer Savaş Bedir and the bailiff Hasan Fındıl on 23 October 2001. The public prosecutor asked for the death penalty according to Article 450/5 TPC. The first hearing was to be conducted at Adana Criminal Court No. 1on 3 January.

3.2. Extra-judicial Executions

According to the findings of the HRFT, 33 individuals lost their lives as a result of actions such as house and office raids, arbitrary firing or shooting when people did not listen to “stop warnings”. 

Davut Kınay

The State of Emergency Region Governor’s Office issued a statement on the operation against Hezbollah that intensified after the assassination of Diyarbakır Chief of Police, Ali Gaffar Okkan. According to the statement the security forces conducted an operation in Pembeviran settlement of Çınar district (Diyarbakır) at the beginning of February. Davut Kınay, allegedly responsible for the military wing of Hezbollah reportedly used arms when he was asked to surrender and was killed in the ensuing clash. A kaleshnikov gun was confiscated and three supporters of the organization were apprehended. 

Iranian Killed at the Border

In Başkale district of Van gendarmes opened fire on a group of 20 people reportedly trying to smuggle motor oil into Turkey. One unidentified Iranian was killed and Nasir Muhammedi (22) and Selim Abdali (25) were injured. The other people apparently escaped to Iran. 

Ahmet Yıldız

On 3 March, a person named Ahmet Yıldız was killed for not following a “stop warning” by the gendarmes in İstanbul Esenyurt. Allegations were raised that the death was in fact an extra-judicial execution. The official explanation stated that Ahmet Yıldız tried to escape detention for the “kidnapping of a girl” and was shot when he did not follow “stop warnings”. Güven Avşar, the owner of the place where Ahmet Yıldız was working stated that he was an eyewitness to the incident: 

“Two soldiers first went to Ahmet's home. They took his mother and came to our place. Ahmet was loading eggs and started to run away when he saw the soldiers. We ran after him. When one of the soldiers shouted that he should stop he stopped and held his hands above his head. Corporal Murat Tekin went up to him. There was no fighting at all. The corporal twisted his arm and held his gun to his back. He fired one shot and the bullet went through his chest and destroyed his jaw bone.” 

Lawyer Erkan Dere said that there were other witnesses to the killing. Corporal Tekin was released after testifying to the prosecutor. 

Ahmet Yılmaz

Ahmet Yılmaz (22), who deserted the army at the beginning of March, was shot dead by lieutenant Abdullah Akman, when he did not follow a stop warning in Adana on 5 March. Ahmet Yılmaz died on the way to hospital and lieutenant Abdullah Akman was detained. 

Şahin Kavuçin

In Diyarbakır Şahin Kavuçin (23) was killed by a police officer on 15 March. Both had an argument on an unknown reason in a shopping center and the officer killed Mr. Kavuçin by one shot to his head. Kavuçin who was taken to Dicle University Hospital by his friends died in Hospital. The officer, said to be employed at the anti-terror department, was detained.

Selahattin Atlı

On 17 March Selahattin Atlı died after an incident in Diyarbakır, which is not clarified yet. Eyewitnesses stated that the police tried to stop the suspected thief and shot him, when he ran away. The police made announcements over walkie-talkie stating that Selahattin Atlı committed suicide. Yet another version said that he struggled with the police and was killed by an accidental shot from a rifle.

Hasan Sarıağaç 

Hasan Sarıağaç (35), an alleged member of the radical Islamic Hezbollah organization said to have participated in the assassination of Gaffar Okkan, Chief of Diyarbakır Police and 5 police officers, was killed during a raid on his house at 3am on 29 March. Reportedly he fired back when he was asked to surrender. Other 9 people in the flat, 5 of them children, survived without any injury. Allegedly many arms including an automatic gun were found in the house. Hasan Sarıağaç was earlier named as one of 26 gunmen of Hezbollah. He had been arrested before, but was released in 1997. In a trial at Diyarbakır SSC No. 4 he had been charged with violent activities for Hezbollah and tried under the demand of the capital punishment. He was buried on 31 March.

Gökhan Yavuz

On 8 April Gökhan Yavuz (16) was shot dead in Sarıgazi (İstanbul) because he allegedly did not listen to stop warnings by the gendarmerie. His father Hüsnü Yavuz said that his son was not driving a stolen car, but a car borrowed from friends when he was shot.  

Mehmet Ali Kurtuluş 

During the night of 25 April gendarmes shot down prisoner Mehmet Ali Kurtuluş, who allegedly tried to escape from the prisoners’ ward in the Manisa Hospital for Mental Diseases.  During the night hours, prisoners Mehmet Ali Kurtuluş (38), Rıza Kurt (30) and Seyran Akman (37) reportedly asked for water in Manisa Hospital for Mental Diseases. They attacked the soldier bringing them water and took his gun. Apparently Mehmet Ali Kurtuluş ran towards the garden and did not listen to stop warnings by other gendarmes who shot him. 

Sadi Aslan

On 26 April, soldiers from Kamışlı Gendarmerie Station near Dedeler village in Yüksekova district (Hakkari) opened fire on Sadi and Cüneyt Aslan who reportedly were grazing sheep near Nihel River. Sadi Aslan (35) was killed and Cüneyt Aslan was wounded. Hakkari Governor Orhan Işın said in his official statement that the two men had been suspected of stealing and, not answering warning to stop they had been shot. 

Abdullah Üçbaş 

Abdullah Üçbaş, one of four prisoners who escaped from Can Prison (Çanakkale) was shot dead by members of a special team near Camci village, Edremit district (Balıkesir) on 29 April. Allegedly he did not listen to stop warnings. 

Muhammet Bozyiğit

In Üsküdar (İstanbul) a deputy commissioner and a visitor of an internet-cafe had a verbal quarrel during which the police officer fired a shot that hit Muhammet Bozyiğit (34), a teacher for folkdance, who was watching the fight from the balcony of the Association of People from Bingöl. Having been shot into the chest Muhammet Bozyiğit died in hospital.
Safi Demirağ

The police officer Hakan Kara, who had been severely injured during a clash with an alleged Hezbollah militant in Batman on 27 May, died on 30 May in the hospital of Başkent University. The name of the Hezbollah militant, who was killed during the clash, was announced to be Safi Demirağ and he was declared to have been responsible for the organization in Batman. During the operations 24 persons were detained. 

An unknown migrant

Soldiers opened fire on a group of people, who wanted to cross the border near Reyhanli district in Hatay province. During the incident one person, alleged to have assisted the refugees was killed and six people, five from Iraq and 1 from Ghana were detained.

İsmail Kahraman: On 6 July İsmail Kahraman (24) was killed in Avcılar-İstanbul. Reportedly he ignored stop warnings by the police and was carrying a false ID on the name of Bülent Doğan. The police stated that he was carrying a pistol, which was used in the killings of the police officers Mehmet Sekman and Kürşat Çağıran on 1 April and Fikret Erciyas on 12 May. In his bag a hand grenade and a flag of the Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party/Front (DHKP/C) were found. 

The People’s Law Bureau announced that İsmail Kahraman had no previous record, but might have been under police observation in connection with the killing of the police officers. The lawyers stated that they would file an official complaint against the police officers, who shot İsmail Kahraman. 

On 8 July a group of people wanted to protest against the killing of İsmail Kahraman in Avcılar (İstanbul), but were stopped on İstiklal Avenue. Members of the anti-riot police surrounded the group and detained 10 people under beatings, dragging them to the police cars waiting. 
Abdülhakim Tan: Abdülhakim Tan, an alleged Hezbollah militant, was killed during a house raid in Bağlar quarters of Diyarbakır on 9 July. According to the official reports, an armed clash broke out during the house raid with alleged members of the Hezbollah, when they refused to follow “surrender calls”. The clash reportedly lasted for 6 hours and two police officers were injured. After the raid, two men inside the house, a woman named Remziye Alabalık and 2 children were detained. 

Mehmet Altan, Kreyz Ram

On 13 July, the gendarme officers in Hisarcik village of Hatay-Yayladağı opened fire at a minibus when the driver refused to obey the “stop warning”. As a result of the fire, the driver Mehmet Atlan, and a passenger named Kreyz Ram, an Indian citizen, died; Egyptian citizens Muhammet Hasan, İbrahim Şükrü, Marşit Taha, Abdulvahap Mahmut, Eşref Süleyman and Indian citizens Muhammet bin Haris and Muhammet Semmin were injured. The minibus was found to be carrying refugees who were trying to enter Turkey through illegal means. 
Zeki Çulha: 

In Laçin district (Çorum) the gendarmerie was called to a house at 2am on 31 July, because thieves had been seen there. The teacher Zeki Çulha, living in the same house, had also been informed and was about to leave the house to watch out for the thieves. A sergeant of the gendarmerie fired at him from a distance of 8 meters and hit him with three bullets. Zeki Çulha died on the spot. 

As a consequence of the investigation into the killing of three soldiers were arrested. First only the soldier Gökhan Baz was arrested and Laçin Penal Court released the sergeant Yakup Erden and soldier Sinan Çelik. On objection of the prosecutor these two soldiers were also arrested.

The prosecution office in Laçin launched a trial against five gendarmes in connection with the killing. Lieutenant Yakup Erden and the soldiers Gökhan Baz, Sinan Çelik, Ali Kemal Çalışkan and Hacı Yusuf Dağ were charged with “killing a person by exceeding their official competences”. The defendants have to expect sentences of up to 30 years’ imprisonment. The case will be heard at Çorum Criminal Court. 
Akkise/Konya Incidents

Hasan Gültekin

On 10 August at 9pm a group of gendarmes wanted to conduct an ID check in a teahouse in Akkise town, Ahırlı district (Konya). Some of the juveniles, apparently having gathered because a few were about to start their military service, refused. The quarrel intensified, when the gendarmerie wanted to detain two of the young people. Sergeant Recep Karabacak ordered the retreat of about 20 gendarmes, because the crowd had started to throw chairs at them. Having left at about 10pm other troops returned at about 11pm. Reportedly Sergeant Ali Çalışkan stepped on a table and, with his automatic rifle in his hand, wanted to hold a speech. He then fired a shot in the air and ordered the soldiers to do likewise. The crowd tried to run away, but the bullets hit some. Hasan Gültekin (21), who would have started his military service in one week, died on the spot. Sami Tokmak (20), Halil İbrahim Erkul (21) and Kemal Candan (27) were severely injured. They were taken to hospital together with İsmet Taşbaşı (57) and Murat Kurum, who had been injured by rifle butts. 

Earlier allegations against Sergeant Çalışkan said that he ordered to shoot at women, when the gendarmerie was tracing an event of smuggling and allegedly he beat the 56-year-old woman Ümmügülsüm Erbil. First reports by experts of the Ministry of the Interior and the General Command of the Gendarmerie indicated that 25 soldiers, 10 of them officers, had been injured during the event. 

The human rights organization Mazlum-Der published a report on the events in Akkise town. Mustafa Akmeşe, chairman of the Konya branch of Mazlum-Der, Adem Seleş and lawyer Mustafa Atılgan, prepared the report. They stated that the events had a previous history. Sergeant Ali Çalışkan had been trying to exert pressure on the population since his appointment six months ago. Three months ago he had ordered to shoot at a house, where only women were preparing for a wedding. One young woman had been detained and tortured over 8 days. Two months ago he had detained Şükrü Gültekin (elderly brother of Hasan Gültekin, who died during the event) and Ali Araç, because they did not carry their IDs with them. He had tortured them over 1.5 hours with their eyes being blindfolded. The people from Akkise provided the following information on the latest event: “When the gendarmerie came the second time sergeant Ali Çalışkan accompanied them in civilian dress. He had a pistol in one hand and an automatic rifle in the other. He was cursing and swearing and did not listen to Mayor Abdullah Kayaalp or other senior citizens. Some soldiers fired in the air and others were ordered to gather the cartridge cases. The event lasted for more than 20 minutes and more shots were fired, than the 920 found cartridge cases indicate.” 

Yusuf Gültekin, uncle of Hasan Gültekin, apparently saw that Ali Çalışkan shot his nephew. The report from Mazlum-Der further stated that despite official announcement none of the military vehicles was damaged and there were no injured soldiers. At the end of the report several questions were asked: “Why should an ID check be so important in a town, where everybody knows each other? Why did the investigation only start at 7am, although the officials arrived at 2am? Why were 86 bullets shot at the mosque? Who are the soldiers involved in the event and why have the allegedly injured soldiers not been named? Has anyone been detained?” Meanwhile Sergeant Ali Çalışkan was suspended from duty. 

The Ministry of the Interior’s report stated that the events developed when the gendarmerie tried to rescue one of the soldiers under attack from juveniles in a teashop. The gendarmes had asked for the ID of a person they believed to be a minor, but the people in the teashop had shown resistance and had been supported by other people. The fire from the gendarmes had aimed at being a warning and there had been no intention of injuring anybody or causing any other kind of harm. 

In response to this report Abdullah Kayaalp, Mayor of Akkise town organized a press meeting on 16 August. Kayaalp stated that people neither resisted the gendarme officers, nor did they attack the soldiers. Recep Karabacak and Ali Çalışkan were responsible for the incidents. Kayaalp remarked: “the gendarme officers did not conduct a regular ID check. Rather, they insulted the people, swore at them and beat them using truncheons. The soldiers opened fire at people on orders of the commander. Thousands of bullets were shot. Two days later we were told that 25 soldiers were injured. However, we could not find any records in the hospitals. People of Akkise did not open fire at the soldiers. Rather, Çalışkan opened fire on them saying ‘I have the right to kill 50 people here. Nobody can question me, I am not accountable to anybody.’”

Hürriyet İç: 

In connection with the kidnapping of Mustafa Böge (13), son of an industrialist, in Konya the police surrounded a house on 13 August, in Kaşınhanı town, where Hürriyet İç (38), wanted for injuring the police officer Salih Başkol, was hiding. During the raid, Hürriyet İç died. The police alleged that İç had committed suicide. 

Hüseyin Aslan: 

The security forces shot Hüseyin Aslan (73) on 13 August at 11.30pm during an operation in Akarçay town (Erbaa district, Tokat) against militants of the Turkish Communist Party/ML-Workers’ and Peasants Liberation Army of Turkey (TKP/ML TIKKO).  Reportedly Hüseyin Aslan had difficulties in hearing, and thus he did not hear stop warnings when he was in his garden about 300 meters from his house. Four shots were fired at him and he died on the way to hospital. 

Yusuf Alver: 

On 16 August soldier Sedat Başakçı stabbed Yusuf Alver (35) with a bayonet. The event happened in a military zone near Sarıcaalı village, İpsala district (Edirne). Yusuf Alver allegedly tried to take 26 foreigners over the border to Greece and did not react to “stop warnings”, but walked onto the soldier. He died on his way to İpsala State Hospital. The gendarmerie in İpsala stated that after interrogation the 26 foreigners would be taken to the Foreigners and Passport Department of Police HQ. 
Sulhaddin Ürük

Sulhaddin Ürük, an alleged member of Hezbollah was killed during a house-raid in a house on Tekin Pasture in Pozantı district (Adana). According to the information given by the Ministry of Interior, Ürük died while trying to escape over the balcony. 

According to the same source operations were carried simultaneously in Pozantı district (Adana) and Çiftehan district (Niğde). Hacı Bayancık, also said to be a leading member of the organization, plus Mehmet Veysi Özel, Zeynep Bozan, Remzi Kaçar (Halil Aslan) and seven children were detained in Pozantı. In Çiftehan Adile Aslan (Nazmiye Güneş) and Fadıl Şanlı (Naci Mungan) were detained. 

Adana SSC arrested Zeynep Bozan and Adile Aslan on 7 September. Osman Koç, Durmuş Ali Akalın and Kerim Şimşek were released. Hacı Bayancık, Fadıl Şanlı, Mehmet Veysi Özel and Remzi Kaçar were arrested by Diyarbakır SSC on 14 September.

Mustafa Demir

On 13 September Mustafa Demir (70) rejected the demand of the municipality to empty a house in Keşan district (Edirne) filled with waste. Reportedly he took his gun and fired randomly. The police and gendarmerie surrounded the house and threw a gas bomb into it. During the clashes Mustafa Demir was killed and the police officer Nuri Tanışman also died. Keşan Chief of Police, Hasan Oscan and 3 police officers were wounded. Mustafa Demir was making his living by collecting waste.

Halite Aslan, Ebuzeyt Aslan

The Human Rights Association (HRA) declared that the security forces in Beytüşşebap district (Şırnak) killed the villagers Halit Aslan (62) and Ebuzeyt Aslan on 7 September. The Governor for the Region under a State of Emergency declared on 14 September that two PKK militants had been killed in a clash, but the Human Rights Association (HRA) received a phone call the next day informing them that the persons killed were indeed Halit and Ebuzeyt Aslan from Geçitli hamlet of Yeşilöz village and they had been in the region of Dereyatağı, where they had gone from Van in order to look after their fields. The corpse had not been handed over to the families, because of reasons of “security”. 
At the end of October the relatives of Halit Aslan and Ebuzeyt Aslan appealed to the European Court of Human Rights. They complained that the corpses had still not been handed over to them. The victims are said to be relatives of villagers, who had been tortured in June and July this year. 

On 1 November the prosecutor at Diyarbakır SSC indicted 31 people, including those villagers, charging them with actions in favor of the Kurdish Workers’ Party PKK in Beytüşşebap district (Şırnak). Among the defendants are relatives of Kasım Aslan, who informed the Diyarbakır branch of the Human Rights Association (HRA) and Rasım Aşan, who was detained and tortured, when he accompanied a delegation of human rights activists, who had come to the area for an investigation of the incident. Thirteen of the defendants are held responsible for placing a mine near Ilıcak village that resulted in the death of one and injuries of 5 soldiers. The defendants are accused of having provided information and nutrition for militants of the PKK, having hidden their arms and having forwarded their wages to the PKK. 

The indictment wants 16 of the defendants to be sentenced to death under Article 125 TPC. They are: Şemsettin Abi (23-in pre-trial detention), Cafer Aslan (23-in pre-trial detention), İsa Abi (30-in pre-trial detention), Yasın Abi (22-in pre-trial detention), Keser Acar (47-in pre-trial detention), Fahri Ceylan (34-in pre-trial detention), Şehmus Abi (26-in pre-trial detention), Kemal Acar (26-in pre-trial detention), Sadun Yeşil (23-in pre-trial detention), Hamit Acar (29-in pre-trial detention), Orhan Abi (23-in pre-trial detention), Yakup Ceylan (55-in pre-trial detention), Kerim Acar (37-in pre-trial detention), Karaman Abo (37-in pre-trial detention), Ali Abo (52) and Nazmi Abi (36-in pre-trial detention).

Ten defendants should be sentenced under Article 168 TPC for membership and 5 defendants under Article 169 TPC for supporting an illegal organization. They are: Mirza Aşan (38-in pre-trial detention), Naif Aşan (62-in pre-trial detention), Yakup Aşan (47-in pre-trial detention), Ekrem Askan (23-in pre-trial detention), Nezir Abo (49-in pre-trial detention), Zeydin Aşan (29-in pre-trial detention), Hekim Aslan (23-in pre-trial detention), Hakkı Aşan (25-in pre-trial detention), Turan Aslan (30-in pre-trial detention) and Bahattin Aslan (27-in pre-trial detention). For the defendants İsa Abi (37-in pre-trial detention), Ahmet Abi (46-in pre-trial detention), Faki Askan (23), Nazmi Aslan (37) and Cemil Abi (42) the prosecution asked for sentences under Article 169 TPC. 

The first hearing was held on 7 December. The court ordered the release of Mirza Aşan, Naif Aşan, Yakup Aşan, İsa Abi (37), Ekrem Askan, Nezir Abo, Zeydin Aşan, Hekim Aslan, Hakkı Aşan, Turan Aslan and Ahmet Abi and adjourned the hearing to 7 February 2002.

Haşim Beyazgül

On 19 September soldiers killed the youth Haşim Beyazgül (25, deaf and dumb) near Yüksel village in Başkale district (Van). Relatives applied to the Van branch of the Human Rights Association (HRA) and said that he had been grazing sheep, while soldiers were conducting an operation against smugglers. Haşim Beyazgül had not heard the gunshots and did not run away. A bullet hit him under his left shoulder. The family was informed by a fellow villager the other day and discovered the corpse hidden under earth. Several villagers testified to the prosecutor on the incident including Bülent Çeri, Dastan Çeri, Abdülselam Çeri and Medeni Çakır from Uğurlu village. 

Fahri Erçin 

On 11 October police officers killed Fahri Erçin in Kasımpaşa (İstanbul). Reportedly the police tried to stop him and his friend Fahrettin Mete on suspicions of theft. Both of them tried to run away. Fahrettin Metin was caught, but the police fired shots, when Fahri Erçin did not stop. The family alleged that this was an intentional killing. Meanwhile an investigation started against the police officers Ahmet Aras, Yusuf Duman and Serkan Taşkın. 

Selma Kılıç, Necdet Demirkandan, XX 

On 17 October the security forces raided a house in Konak quarter of Silvan district (Diyarbakır). Allegedly the people in the house fired at the security forces injuring two members of the security forces. The governor for the region under a state of emergency announced that three PKK militants, one of them a woman, were killed during the clash. One of them is said to be the daughter Selma Kılıç (18) of the house owner Kasım Kılıç. Another one was named as Necdet Demirkandan and the third one (no name given) of Syrian origin.

According to the family the incident happened as follows: The police came around 5am saying that they would search the house. They did not find anything and asked Selma (Gurbet) Kılıç (18) to accompany them to the storerooms in the cellar. She was allegedly beaten, when she did not want to go inside. The aunt Zeyno Alkan said that she saw when one of the officers shot at her. The two PKK militants reportedly killed themselves by hand grenades, when the police tried to enter the storeroom. 

After the raid Murat Kılıç, Kübra Kılıç, İbrahim Kılıç, Zozan Kılıç, Barış Kılıç, Remziye Kılıç, Reşit Kılıç, Soner Kılıç, Mehdi Kılıç, Yasemin Kılıç, Ali Kılıç, Mehmet Kılıç, Şadiye Kılıç, Songül Kılıç, M. Emin Kılıç, Ferih Kılıç, Kamil Kılıç, Adil Kılıç, Çetin Kılıç, Cemal Kılıç and Mevlüt Kılıç were detained and reports said that further detentions were made in the area. Diyarbakır SSC arrested the father of Selma Kılıç, Kasım Kılıç, Adil Kılıç and Reşit Kılıç. The lawyer Cihan Aydın and Reyhan Yalçındağ filed an official complaint on 31 October on the grounds that these three men were tortured in police custody. The complaint detailed the torture allegations to have consisted of squeezing of the testicles, electric shocks to the sexual organs, nipples, tongues and fingers and being held breathless by plastic bags pulled over their heads. The lawyers also complained that the suspects had been held for 8 days, despite the changes in the Constitution providing for a maximum length of custody of 4 days. 

The investigation file of the public prosecutor at Diyarbakır SSC carries the number 2001/1769 and contains the following information on the cause of death stated in the autopsy report of 17 October 2001: “One bullet that hit the side of the left chest caused injuries to the spleen, stomach and liver so that the death was caused by internal and external bleeding.“ The official complaint also mentioned the fact that at the hands of Selma Kılıç no traces of gunpowder were found, according to a report by the laboratory of Diyarbakır Police. 

Burhan Koçkar

On 30 October at midnight the police in Doğubeyazıt district (Ağrı) raided the house of the People’s Democracy Party (HADEP) member Burhan Koçkar (30), who was working for the municipality as guard. His wife Ufuk Koçkar stated that she heard three shots, just when her husband opened the door. She saw him lying on the ground and some 10 masked officers standing around him. She was locked into another room. Later other police officers came and said that officers, who had come from Ağrı, had not informed them of the raid. After the raid the elderly brother of Burhan Koçkar, Nedim Koçkar, an executive of HADEP, was detained. His wife Figen Koçkar stated that the police also wanted to shoot her husband, but refrained from doing so, when they saw a child at his side. During the same night the HADEP executives and members Ahmet Turan, Atilla Taştan, Mehmet Emin Çetiz, Muhsin Kolan, Mustafa Tunç, Mehmet Tunç, Nuri Elçi, Sait Gün, Fevzi Atar, Hasan Elçi, Ahmet Bubilinç and Mehmet Çebuze were also detained. Atilla Taştan, Nuri Elçi and Ahmet Bozılık (Bubilinç) alleged later that they were tortured in detention. Reportedly Ağrı Governor Cumhur Ersoy called Mukkades Kubilay, Mayor of Doğubeyazıt and candidate for HADEP, expressing sorrow about the killing and promising an investigation into it. 

On 3 November one police officer, who used his arms during the house raid that resulted in the killing of Burhan Koçkar, was arrested. On 5 November the delegation of the Human Rights Association (HRA), Mazlum-Der and Van Bar Association held a press conference on their findings concerning the killing of Burhan Koçkar. 

Osman Baydemir, deputy chairman of the Human Rights Association, stated that the actual aim of that operation had been the brother of Burhan, Nedim Koçkar. The governor had shown them the list of people that were to be detained during that night and Burhan Koçkar had not been among them. The police had mixed up the flats in the same building. The fact that shots had been fired immediately, when the door was opened, showed that the police had come with the intention of killing Nedim Koçkar. The delegation denied that Burhan Koçkar had been in possession of an arm. Only bullets holes from M16 rifles had been found and the wife of Burhan Koçkar had stated that her husband had been unarmed. Ayhan Çabuk, chairman of Van Bar Association drew attention to the fact that the officers had come from Ağrı, that the local governor had not been informed and that the officers on duty had worn masks. He said that this was another indication that the officers did not want to be recognized later.  

Extracts from the Report

“Points to be clarified” 

1. The police operation aimed at members of the People’s Democracy Party (HADEP). They are public figures. Why did the operation have to be carried out at night?

2. Why did the members of the security forces use snow masks?

3. Why was the operation kept secret from the governor in Doğubeyazıt and the chief of police?

4. Was it not possible to call the victims for interrogation?

5. The victim Burhan Koçkar did not appear on the list of people to be detained. How can a flat be searched without a warrant and a person be shot dead?

6. Why were the 5 cartridge cases from an M-gun not collected as evidence? What do the letter CJ 9-4 and a green ring on two of the cases mean?

7. What kind of arms was used?

8. Why was Burhan Koçkar taken to hospital only 3.5 hours after his death?

9. Why are there no bullets holes from the pistol that Burhan Koçkar allegedly used?
Injuries

İlhami Arslan

In the Körpınar region near Büyükismailçe village of Edirne province a soldier shot at İlhami Arslan (45) on 23 February allegedly because he did not follow a stop warning and tried to run away. İlhami Arslan was severely injured and taken to the Hospital of the Thrace University. His health was reported to be improving. 

Rüzgar Bilge

On 23 February, the police intervened, when a group of people staged a demonstration in favor of the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan in İstanbul Güngören. Rüzgar Bilge was injured to his hip when the police shot at the demonstrators. 

Gökhan Dilmen

On 9 August the police fired shots while pursuing robbers in Kocamustafapaşa quarter of İstanbul. The shots injured Gökhan Dilmen (10), who was playing at the side of the street.

Harun Ceylan

On 5 September Harun Ceylan, who allegedly tried to rob a person named Sedat Türkeli by introducing himself as police officer, was injured by the police in İzmir. Reportedly he did not react to stop warnings and fired at the police. Harun Ceylan, said to be doing his military service in Tunceli, was wounded to his feet. 

Ufuk Dağlar

In the night of 19 September three juveniles were stopped by the police in Ümraniye (İstanbul). Ufuk Dağlar (17) tried to run, allegedly because he had no ID on him. He reportedly did not follow the orders to stop and the police officers shot him in the back and neck. Dağlar, who was shot from the back and was paralyzed. 

Remziye Dağlar, the mother of Ufuk Dağlar, alleged that her son ran away, because the police had beaten him. She said that she could not recognize him, when she went to hospital, because he had wounds to his face and hands. She had heard from the two friends that all of them had been drunk that night and Ufuk Dağlar had tried to run away, because he had no ID on him. The police had captured and beat him. Thereupon he once again tried to run away and was shot. 

On 26 September, Ufuk Dağlar told journalists about the incident. The police had intervened, when they had a discussion in the street. Being asked for his ID he had said that he had left it at home and, since the place was very close, he could go and get it. “The officers started to argue with me and hit me. I had been detained previously and beaten on the police station. Under the impression that I would be taken to the police station I started to run away. I heard the police shout that I should stop and then I heard the shots. The fifth bullet hit me at my neck. I fell to the ground and when the police officers came to me one kept swearing at me and another one fired another shot, but this one didn't hit me.” Ufuk Dağlar added that the police officers had asked his family not to make an official complaint.
Zahrullah bin Nurallah

The Afghan national Zahrullah bin Nurallah (19) was injured by two bullets, when he tried to cross the border from Iran to Turkey in Doğubeyazıt district (Ağrı) province. Another seven Afghan nationals managed to go back to Iran. During the same incident, 3 Afghans and 6 Pakistani refugees were reportedly detained.
Nuri Taşkıran

On 31 October the gendarmerie conducted an ID check near Karakuzu Gendarmerie Station in Viranşehir district (Urfa) and shot at Nuri Taşkıran (24), who reportedly tried to run away. He was injured to his leg and detained, since he had not started his military service.
Sultan Karasöğüt

On 5 November the police opened fire on a car in Bala district (Ankara), allegedly because the driver did not stop. The children Sultan Karasöğüt (11) and Ayzer Karasöğüt (9) were injured and will be paralyzed. The incident occurred after a burglary was reported from Gölbaşı district (Ankara). When the police arrived Ömür Karasöğüt and Azize Karasöğüt entered their car. Although they were asked to stop the driver Ümit Bayram drove away. He also did not stop at the barricades erected near Bala district. The police opened fired and detained Ömür Karasöğüt, Azize Karasöğüt, Nehir Karasöğüt and Ümit Bayram. They were later released.

3.2.1 Trials related to Extra-Judicial Execution 

Özkan Tekin

Police officers opened fire on four people on Fatih Sultan Mehmet main road, İstanbul on 10 December 2000 at around 3:00 am while they were hanging placards on the walls. Özkan Tekin (21) died in the incident; Şükrü Yıldız (18) and Şamil Camekan (26) were injured. A person who could not be identified managed to escape. The four people who were hanging posters against the Cell Type Prisons were allegedly members of the Marxist Leninist Communist Party (MLKP). 

The autopsy carried out by the Forensic Medicine Institute revealed that Özkan Tekin had three bullets in his body, which hit his head, back and leg and he had died due to bleeding of the brains. 

According to the statement of the police authorities, the four people opened fire on the police officers, who saw them, and Özkan Tekin died as a result of the clash that broke out between them and the police officers. The witnesses claimed that Şükrü Yıldız did not suffer bullet wounds but he was hit on the head with a gun after having been caught. Yıldız was taken to Taksim Research Hospital Emergency Service. His health situation was serious so he had to be taken to the intensive care unit. Following his medical treatment Şamil Camekan was taken to İstanbul Police HQ to be interrogated. 

The relatives of Özkan Tekin argued that the incident was an extra-judicial execution. Özkan Tekin’s aunt Dilcan Yeşil said, “He had no previous criminal records. They did not have a gun. What the police officers did is nothing but an extra-judicial execution. Özkan always had his hat on. Although a bullet hit his head there are no blood marks on his hat.” Özkan Tekin’ corpse was taken from İstanbul Forensic Morgue in the morning of 12 December 2000. His relatives intended to take his corpse to Yenibosna Cemevi (Alevites Worship House), but the police did not allow them to proceed. Thereupon, the corpse was taken to İkitelli Cemevi and following the religious ceremony, Özkan Tekin was buried in İstanbul –Kanarya Graveyard. During and after the funeral, 6 people were detained. 

The investigation initiated by Beyoğlu Public Prosecutor’s Office concluded in October. The police officers Necati Özel, Hüseyin Yağmur, Halil Yorulmaz, Kemal Koçer, Kadir Gümeş, Celalettin Durmuş, Köksal Öztaş, Ayhan Mert, Satılmış Karakaya, Mehmet Yabul, Sabri Kahraman, Seyfettin Kara and Nevzat Demirel were indicted for the killing of Özkan Tekin and injuries of Şükrü Yıldız and Şamil Camekan. The prosecution wanted Article 448 TPC (intentional killing) in conjunction with Article 463 TPC (unidentifiable perpetrator) to be applied, but also pointed at Article 49 TPC providing that civil servants will not be punished, if they carry out the order of a superior. The first hearing was to be held on 2 February 2002.

Hüseyin Velioğlu

The trial brought against 20 police officers, who had participated in the operation during which Hezbollah leader Hüseyin Velioğlu was killed in Beykoz, İstanbul on 17 January was concluded on 30 November. At the hearing held at İstanbul Üsküdar Criminal Court No. 2. the police officers were acquitted from charges of “murder by an unidentifiable perpetrator”. 

İrfan Ağdaş

The trial against the police officers Abdurrahman Yolcu, Birol Mıdık and Aytekin Kayhan accused of the shooting İrfan Ağdaş in Alibeyköy (İstanbul) on 13 May 1996 continued at Eyüp Criminal Court No. 2 on 22 January. At the hearing Prosecutor İbrahim Babür said that the speeches over walkie-talkie and other evidence confirmed that İrfan Ağdaş had only been slightly wounded when he was taken into the police car and that no clashes broke out between him and the police. Babür said, “Ağdaş was shot by the police after he had been taken in to the police car”. Babür asked for sentences between 8 and 10 years' imprisonment for the officers on charges of “committing murder by an unidentifiable perpetrator”, but demanded that the sentences should not be executed according to the Law on Conditional Release and Suspension of Sentences. 
Eyüp Criminal Court No. 2 passed its verdict relating to the killing of İrfan Ağdaş on 2 April. He had been shot dead while selling the journal “Kurtuluş” (Liberation) allegedly because he did not follow stop-warnings. The police officers Abdurrahman Yolcu, Birol Mıdık and Aytekin Kayhan did not attend the hearing, when the court announced that they would be acquitted because their action had “remained within the borders of self-defense”. 

Murat Bektaş, Erdinç Aslan

There were several hearings of the case launched against 6 police officers involved in the killing of Murat Bektaş and Erdinç Aslan in Akıncılar quarter of Adana on 5 October 1999 during 2001. The raid had been carried out on a so-called organizational flat of the Revolutionary People's Liberation Party/Front DHKP/C. Erdinç Aslan allegedly was a member of the DHKP/C, while Murat Bektaş, living in another flat, had no organizational background. In this trial, the police officers Nurettin Bülbül, Eyüp Yalçınkaya, Haydar Erol and Ali Erdurucan (under arrest) have to expect sentences of between 24 and 30 years’ imprisonment, while chief commissioner Fevzi Mustan and police officer Muammer Topaç are facing sentences of between 6 to 15 years’ imprisonment.

On 19 February an inspection of the place where Erdinç Aslan, an alleged member of an illegal organization and the worker Murat Bektaş had been killed was conducted Adana Criminal Court No. 1.  During this night the moonlight was the same as in the night of the event. Five of the six police officers on trial were present during the inspection. The lights had not been on in Bektaş’ flat, but possibly the moon or streetlights had shown part of the room. Ali Erdurucan who is accused of having killed Murat Bektaş said that they did not use torches while searching the rooms. The court determined that only silhouettes but not the faces of people in the room could be seen from outside and asked experts to prepare a detailed report. 

During the hearing of 19 March the expertise report of Ergün Kocakaya, employed at the gendarmerie was read out. He had been present during the inspection of the place and argued that the persons in the flat could only be seen as silhouettes from a distance of 1 to 1,5 meters. The report also stated that the echo of shots fired from an automatic gun of DHKP/C members might have created the impression that shots were also fired from the flat of Murat Bektaş. The expert also stated that the bullets shown on photographs taken after the incident gave the impression that the shots were fired aimlessly and Erdinç Aslan had not been killed by choosing him as a target. The hearing was adjourned to a later date. 
On 9 May Adana Criminal Court No. 1 announced the verdict. Nurettin Bülbül, Haydar Erol, Ali Erdurucan (in remand) and Eyüp Yalçınkaya were sentenced to 8 years' imprisonment according to Articles 448 in combination with Article 452 of the TPC (murder). These sentences were reduced to 1/6 according to Article 49 and 50 TPC, by one half according to Article 460 TPC and finally by another 1/6 according to Article 59 TPC, thus totaling 6 months and 20 days' imprisonment. Because of the clean record of the defendants these sentences were suspended. The police officers Fevzi Mustan and Muammer Topaç were acquitted according to Article 49 TPC. 
Turgay Metin, Ümit Metin

On 23 August 1997, Turgay Metin (12) and Ümit Metin (14) were killed by members of a special team when they were grazing sheep near Güneyce village, Mesudiye district (Ordu). So far none of the special team members has been brought to trial, but the compensation claim by the families was accepted by Ordu Administrative Court ruling that each family should be paid TL 13 billion compensation from the Ministry of the Interior. 
Eda Yüksel, Taşkın Usta, Sabahat Karakaş

The case against 22 police officers on trial for the killing of Eda Yüksel, Taşkın Usta and Sabahat Karataş in Çiftehavuzlar quarter of İstanbul on 17 April 1992 concluded on 13 July at Kayseri Criminal Court No. 2. The court acquitted the defendants Resat Altay 6, İbrahim Şahin, Vasfi Kara, Abdullah Dindar, Mehmet Şakir Öncel, İsmail Alıcı, Adnan Taşdemir, Ruhi Fırat, Aslan Pala, Mehmet Düzgün, Adalet Üzüm, Şenel Karaman, Ömer Mesut Yağcıoğlu, İsmail Türk, Ali Türken, Yahya Kemal Gezer, Zülfikar Çiftçi, Sönmez Alp, Ayhan Çarkın, Salih Tonga and Yaşar Karaçam. The case against Mehmet Baki Avcı was dismissed as he died in the course of the trial. 

Fuat Erdoğan, Elmas Yalçın and İsmet Erdoğan
On 27 March, İstanbul Criminal Court No. 5 continued to hear the case of Hilmi Kalaycı, Şefik Kul, Mustafa Karabulut and Ramazan Ayan, police officers accused of killing lawyer Fuat Erdoğan, Elmas Yalçın and İsmet Erdoğan as alleged members of "Dev-Sol" in Beşiktaş-İstanbul on 28 September 1994. The hearing was adjourned to wait for the report of the forensic institute on the use of arms. One of the defendants, Baki Avcı, died after the case had been opened. The hearing of 5 December was adjourned to 22 January 2002.

Selma Çıtak, Mehmet Salgın, Sabri Atılmış, Hasan Kasa, Nabi Akyürek

In May, the First Chamber of the Court of Cassation quashed the sentences of five police officers that had been charged with the killing of 5 people (Selma Çıtak, Mehmet Salgın, Sabri Atılmış, Hasan Kasa, Nabi Akyürek) in the trade center Perpa in Okmeydanı quarter of İstanbul on 13 August 1993. The Court demanded that the defendants be acquitted because the victims had fired back and the police's action had remained within the usual borders of self-defense. On 21 December 1999 İstanbul Criminal Court No. 7 had convicted the police officers Ayhan Çarkın, Hüseyin Doğrul, Ömer Kaplan, Ayhan Özkan and Selim Kostik and sentenced them under Article 450/5 TSG to death, but commuted these sentences under several provisions to terms of imprisonment of 46 months. Four police officers, Ercüment Yılmaz, Ali Çetkin, Hasan Erdoğan and Kadir Uçar had been acquitted. The acquittals were confirmed. 

Cem Selçuk Akgül, Sadık Mamati 

The case against the police officers Sami Şen, Selim Orhan Doğan and Rüştü Güneş from İstanbul Police HQ, charged with killing Selçuk Akgül and Sadık Mamati on 4 June 1999 continued at Beyoğlu Criminal Court No. 2 on 27 June. The lawyers for the plaintiffs complained that the prosecutor had not been present during the onsite-inspection. They also criticized that the court had not ordered an inspection during the trial. Lawyer Nurhayat İsyapan said that lawyers from the Association of Contemporary Jurists had visited the site and not discovered any sign of a clash. She also stressed that the autopsy reports indicated shots from a close distance. The prosecutor repeated his view that the police officers had acted within their range of competence and should be acquitted. The hearing was adjourned to 27 September. Akgül and Mamati had been killed in a cellar opposite to the US Consulate, where they as members of the Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party/Front (DHKP/C) allegedly planned an attack on the Consulate. The lawyers of the plaintiffs had not been informed on the court case opened against the police officers and only on 2 February 2000 could participate for the first time. 
The trial ended on 27 September. The defendants were acquitted according to Article 49 TPC, because they had been “carrying out their duty”. 
Süleyman Örs

The 9th Chamber of the Supreme Court of Appeal confirmed the acquittal of the police officer Sami Şen 7, who had been put on trial in connection with the murdering of Süleyman Örs, a militant of the Revolutionary People’s Party-Front (DHKP/C) in 9 June 1997 in İstanbul-Gaziosmanpaşa. 

After the operation deployed by 200 police officers, 48 bullets had been found in the body of Süleyman Örs and 7 of the bullets belonged to the police officer Sami Sen, at the time on duty at the department to fight terrorism at İstanbul Police HQ. During the trial at Eyüp Criminal Court No. 2 it had been established that Süleyman Örs had been unarmed. The prosecutor had demanded a sentence against the police officer, but the court had acquitted the defendant on 28 June 2000 ruling that he had shot in self-defense. The lawyers of the sub-plaintiffs appealed against the decision because there was evidence that it had been an extra-judicial execution. 

Süleyman Ekrem

The official interrogation lodged in connection with the killing of Süleyman Ekrem, an executive of the Pertek District Organization of the Labor Party (EMEP), in Pirinçli village of Tunceli, Pertek on 29 November 1999, was closed by the verdict of the Court of Cassation in July. 

The relatives of Ekrem had lodged an official complaint against the soldiers on 10 December 2000 and the file had been sent to the Provincial Administrative Board. In May 2000, the Board decided that there was no need to lodge an official interrogation. In the decision of the board it was stated that the State of Emergency Law gave the security forces “the authority of directly opening fire,” and that the officers had used this competence in this incident. Thereafter, the relatives of Ekrem had applied to Erzincan Criminal Court, and the Court had decided in October 2000 to launch a case against the soldiers. On 4 January, Pertek Public Prosecution Office decided on the administrative necessity to dismiss the case and approached the Court with the same demand. The First Chamber of the Court of Cassation confirmed the prosecutor’s decision in July. Güllü Ekrem, wife of Süleyman Ekrem stated that they would take the case to the ECHR.
Fuat Ünlü

In the case of 3 police officers charged in connection with the killing of Fuat Ünlü on 3 March 1999, Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 1 followed the demand of the prosecutor and acquitted the defendants Erol Tekten, Ayhan Özkan and Şaban Düzer on 11 September. The prosecutor stated that the victim had run away, shot at the police officers and not listened to orders of stopping. Therefore, the officers had used their rights according to law. The prosecutor also made reference to Article 2 of the European Convention of Human Rights (the right to life). Gülizar Tuncer, lawyer for the sub-plaintiffs, said that the court had not taken into account the fact that there had been no fingerprints of Fuat Ünlü on the pistol. She said that they would take the case to the Court of Cassation and if they did not succeed there, to the European Court of Human Rights.

Hüseyin Kılıç, Satı Taş, Ahmet Ercüment Özdemir

On 14 November the Court of Cassation approved the acquittal of İbrahim Şahin (formerly responsible for the department for special action and defendant in the Susurluk trial), Ziya Bandırmalıoğlu (defendant in the Susurluk trial), Arif Tütüncü, Sever Ulu, Ahmet Cemal Arslan, Ali Tunçbilek, Ahmet Faik Şahbudak, Osman Eriş, Erdal Akman, Şahin Arslan, Erhan Yamancıoğlu, Sami Çerçi, Alaattin Parmaksızoğlu and Mustafa Ordu in connection with the killing of Hüseyin Kılıç, Satı Taş and Ahmet Ercüment Özdemir in a house raid against alleged “Dev-Sol” members in Kadıköy-İstanbul on 17 April 1992. The acquittal had been based on Article 49 TPC providing that civil servants go unpunished, if they carry out an order of a superior. 

The Gazi Case

The First Chamber of the Court of Cassation quashed the sentence of two police officers named Adem Albayrak and Mehmet Gündoğan convicted in the so-called case of the massacre in “Gazi” quarter of İstanbul in March 1995. The Court ruled that the crowd had attacked the police officers with sticks and stones and their action had to be evaluated under Article 49/1 TPC that provides for no punishment for actions carried out on official orders. The Court of Cassation confirmed the acquittal of 18 police officers, who had been on trial with their colleagues. 

Trabzon Criminal Court had passed the verdict on 3 March 2000 and ruled that the police officer Adem Albayrak (the only defendant in pre-trial detention at the time) had to be acquitted because of “lack of evidence” for the killing of Ali Yıldırım, Fadime Bingöl and Zeynep Poyraz, but to be sentenced to 24 years’ imprisonment each for the killing of Dilek Sevinç, Reis Kopal, Fevzi Tunç and Sezgin Engin. These sentences were combined and reduced to a total of 6 years and 9 months imprisonment. The defendant Mehmet Gündoğan was sentenced to 20 months imprisonment for the killing Zeynep Poyraz and Mümtaz Kaya. The other 18 defendants had been acquitted.
The retrial started on 12 July at Trabzon Criminal Court. On 5 November Trabzon Criminal Court reached a verdict. It reminded that 19 people had died on 12 and 13 March 1995. Adem Albayrak was found guilty of three killings and received a sentence of 5 years' imprisonment (reduced by several provisions including Article 50 TPC). Mehmet Gündoğan was convicted for one killing and received a sentence of 20 months' imprisonment. Both sentences were suspended according to Law No. 4616. 

3.3. Killings by Unknown Assailants

Based on the data of the Interior Ministry, the daily “Zaman” reported that between 1987-2001 a total of 2,914 political killings, 1,334 of the in the responsibility area of the police and 1,580 in area of the gendarmerie, were committed in the Eastern and Southern Eastern Anatolia Regions. 457 of the killings in areas of the police and 1,291 in areas of the gendarmerie had not been clarified.

Minister of the Interior, Sadettin Tantan, answered a question by Nazlı Ilıcak, MP for the Virtue Party (FP) from, İstanbul on “operations against Hezbollah and actions by unidentified assailants. He stated that between 1987 and 2000 a total of 1,991 political murders were committed in Turkey in the regions under the responsibility of the police. Of these killings 639 had not been clarified, in 114 cases the assailants were on the run and 1,238 killings had been clarified and the assailants had been arrested. The statement continued to say that between 1996 and 2001 a total of 426 appeals on political „disappearances“ had been received (23 in 1996, 114 in 1997, 154 in 1998, 199 in 106, 28 in 2000). Of these people the corpses of 46 persons had been found, 90 had been found to be alive and 18 had been discovered to be in prison. In 272 cases no information was available. During the operations against Hezbollah that started on 17 January 2000 the corpses of 24 missing people had been found and 4 people had been rescued alive. One person reported to be missing had been established to be a member of Hezbollah and he had been put in prison. 

According to the statement by Diyarbakır Police HQ, a total of 609 people were detained during the operations deployed against the Hezbollah within the first 3 months of this year.

Tantan presented the following figures on “political killings”(in districts under police responsibility) during the last 13 years:

	Year
	Total Killings
	Killings by unknown perpetrators
	Perpetrator known (on the run)
	Perpetrator caught

	1987
	13
	3
	0
	10

	1988
	12
	4
	1
	7

	1989
	16
	4
	0
	12

	1990
	51
	15
	1
	35

	1991
	148
	53
	8
	87

	1992
	398
	101
	25
	272

	1993
	411
	148
	24
	239

	1994
	453
	155
	26
	272

	1995
	150
	46
	8
	96

	1996
	112
	36
	7
	69

	1997
	53
	13
	5
	35

	1998
	66
	19
	1
	46

	1999
	70
	22
	8
	40

	2000
	38
	20
	0
	18

	Total
	1,991
	639
	114
	1,238





Clarified Cases of “Disappearances” 

	
	96
	97
	98
	99
	00
	01
	Total

	Dead
	4
	7
	11
	21
	3
	-
	46

	Alive
	6
	40
	23
	15
	6
	-
	90

	Prison
	-
	5
	9
	3
	1
	-
	18

	Total
	10
	52
	43
	39
	10
	-
	154


Killings by Unknown Perpetrators

Davut Orhan: The corpse of Davut Orhan, who had disappeared after having left his house in Batman-Hasankeyf on 26 December 2000, was found in the rural area of Hasankeyf on 22 January. He was shot once in his head. Unnamed witnesses said that they had seen him in a military vehicle on the day of his disappearance. 

Faruk Solhan: Faruk Solhan (20) left his village Yumurcak in Kızıltepe district on 6 February to go to his uncle in Hanika village (Derik district) whom he should take to hospital. His corpse was found on 18 February near Sürekli village (5 kilometers outside Kızıltepe) with three bullets wounds to his head. 
Hasan Rani: The corpse of Hasan Rani, deputy Director of Mersin Dumlupınar Lyceum, who had disappeared on 13 February, was found in Susanoğlu quarter of Mersin on 17 February 2001, with a single bullet shot in his head. Hasan Rani’s wife Ayşe Rani and his daughters Elif (7) and Gözde (4) had been murdered at their house in Karahasan village of Maraş-Pazarcık on 30 July 1993, by two unidentified people. Hasan Rani had managed to escape. It had been alleged in the official statements that the attack had been carried out by the PKK. However, Hasan Rani had defended that he had no problems with the PKK and denied this allegation. 

Necati Eriş: The corpse of Necati Eriş, who had disappeared in February, was found near Hoşap town in Gürpınar district (Van) on 11 March. Allegedly he was lending money for high interest rates. The corpse showed traces of torture and his nose and ears were allegedly cut off. The Van branch of the Human Rights Association (HRA) did not receive a complaint in connection with this death.

X.X., X.X., X.X.: On 19 March three corpses, one of them female, were found near Üçyol village in Hasankeyf district (Batman). Officials stated that the corpses were unidentifiable and promised a DNA test to establish the identities. 

Mehmet Kaya: During the night of 29 April Mehmet Kaya was killed in Diyarbakır by unknown assailants. It was reported that 6 masked people dragged him out of a house in Sakarya Alley and shot him in front of the house. The police stated that some of the attackers had axes in their hands and also the “Takarof” pistol, a trademark of Hezbollah. A person called Mehmet Eren was reportedly detained in connection with the incident. It was later disclosed that Mehmet Kaya had been detained in Diyarbakır on 20 October 2000, in connection with the death of the police officer Mehmet Zengin. The case launched against Yunus Aysu and Mukadder Selamboğa is still heard at Diyarbakır State Security Court (SSC). 

Mahmut Arda: On 22 March the corpse of Mahmut Arda was found near Yeşilkaya village of Tunceli province. The gendarmerie alleged that he was responsible for the finances of the PKK and that he was killed by the organization as he had used the money for his own ends. The PKK rejected the allegation.

X.X., X.X., X.X.: In Boşat village of Silvan district (Diyarbakır) three corpses were found on 4 June, one of them a woman and another one a child. The autopsy report stated that these persons were killed on 29 or 30 May. They were said to be beggars.

X.X.: Near Kumçatı town in Şırnak province a male corpse was found on 11 June. The corpse was unidentifiable. Following a series of shots local people had gone to the spot and found the corpse and a rifle next to it.

Mehmet Salih Kalenderoğlu: The corpse of Mehmet Salih Kalenderoğlu was found on 24 June near Silopi district of Şırnak. Kalenderoğlu was a civil servant at the State Water Affairs and had disappeared two weeks ago. 

Vildan Ersin: Lawyer of the daily “Yeni Şafak” and Albayrak Holding, Vildan Ersin was found dead on 28 July in İstanbul-Sarıyer. Ersin’s death at a time, when the allegations concerning corruption in Albayrak Holding were intensely discussed, aroused many suspicions about how and why she died. In news covered by the daily “Hürriyet” on 1 August, it was alleged that Ersin died due to suffocation; thus she was murdered. An investigation was opened against police officer Kadir Koçyiğit in connection with Ersin’s death. Koçyiğit was reported to be with Vildan Ersin when she died. On the other hand, Tahsin Ersin, brother of Vildan Ersin, alleged that his sister might have been killed because of the documents she had reached on the rivalry between Albayrak and Doğan holdings and Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and Mesut Yılmaz. No evidence has so far been found on the case. 
Zeki Ölmez: On 26 August the corpse of Zeki Ölmez was found near Elamun (Andaç) village. He had been “missing” for about a week, when he left home saying that he wanted to go fishing. Local sources reported that five people from Iraq, who had entered Turkey illegally, hired Zeki Ölmez as their guide. Having walked through the mountains for 2 days they surrendered to Habur-2 Gendarmerie Station, close to Andaç village. After their interrogation they were taken to the border. Three days later the corpse of Zeki Ölmez was found some 4 kilometers away from the gendarmerie station. Reportedly the broken legs and arms are the result of having been thrown from a higher place. The family asked for an autopsy to be carried out, but allegedly the soldiers took the corpse and buried it in the village. 

Şaban Elaltunteri, Mehmet Elaltunteri: On 25 August Şaban Elaltunteri and his son Mehmet were killed in Esenler (İstanbul). It was stated that Şaban Elaltunteri had been detained as Hezbollah member in 1998 and had become a repentant police informer. He had been tried at Diyarbakır SSC and sentenced to 12 years’ and 6 months’ imprisonment, but released in 2000 based on the Repentance Law. 

İbrahim Doğan: During a press conference in the office of the İstanbul branch of the Human Rights Association (HRA) Ali Doğan, father of İbrahim Doğan declared on 4 September that his son had been killed in Athens on 11 August. İbrahim Doğan had been detained in 1992 as an alleged member of the Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party/Front (DHKP/C). He participated in the death fast action of 1996 and was released in 1998 because of health problems (Article 399 of the Criminal Procedure Code). He went to Greece for treatment and, according to his father Ali Doğan, was recovering. On 11 August his corpse was found hanging by an electricity cable from the balcony of the hospital. His hands were tied on the back. Ali Doğan said that he did not know who might have killed his son and added that the police had not allowed a ceremony for funeral, when he had returned to Turkey.

Hüseyin Bağıstani, Nusret Turgay, Mahmut X.: On 26 September the villagers Hüseyin Bağıstani, Nusret Turgay and one with the first name of Mahmut were killed near Şemdinli district (Hakkari). They were allegedly shot dead by soldiers.

X.X.: On 1 October the corpse of a male person, aged between 21 and 22 was found in İdil district (Şırnak). The corpse had bullet wounds to his eyes and on various parts of the body and was wearing shoes that PKK militants are using.

Fuat Baraçkılıç: At the beginning of November the corpse of Fuat Baraçkılıç was found near Kığı district (Bingöl). The head had been cut off and the relatives said that they could identify him only by his clothes on photographs that the gendarmerie had shown to them. It could not be clarified, who the people were that allegedly kidnapped and killed him. 

However, his elderly brother Bekir Baraçkılıç had approached the Human Rights Association (HRA) in Bingöl on 12 September informing them that Fuat Baraçkılıç had been kidnapped after a hearing at Diyarbakır SSC on 27 May. His brother had been arrested on 4 November 1999 and remained in prison for five months. Bekir Baraçkılıç also alleged that the village guard in Ziyaret town (Muş), Reşit Türkmen, had informed him that his brother had been kidnapped by village guards and was still alive on 12 September. 

3.4. Land Mines

According to the information given on the website of the project of “Campaign for a Mine-free Turkey”, which was given a start on 7 December 2000 with the support of the Human Rights Association (HRA) and Sweden Anti-mines Campaign; there is no concrete information concerning the types of mines used in Turkey, one of the 53 states which has not signed the 1997 Ottawa Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty. The following information was given in the brochure:

“…Turkey uses mines at its border regions, particularly in the southeast region bordering Syria, Iran, and Iraq. The Turkish mission to the UN claims that all areas mined by the Turkish military are clearly marked with warning signs. In 1996, however, a commission of Turkish parliamentarians reported that the military does not have charts for many of its minefields…”

“…Determining exactly who is laying landmines and where - if they are not detonated - in the ongoing conflict thus remains extremely difficult. Concerning many reports of landmine deaths it remains next to impossible to ascertain either who has died or who laid the mines. In June 1997, for example, the semi-official Anatolian news agency reported that four PKK rebels had been killed by mines they themselves had planted in the Hakkari province of Turkey. There was, though, no independent confirmation as to who had died or who had laid the mines. In all probability, given the large unknown and unmapped numbers of mines that have been laid, it would be impossible to say whether the mines had been laid by the PKK or the Turkish military….”

“…While there has been no in-depth assessment of the extent of the problem in Turkey there have been parliamentary inquiries into mines along the Turkish-Syrian border. Turkey's Parliamentary border security commission was quoted as reporting that between the towns of Kilis and Cizre along the Syrian border there are several hundred thousand mines. The commission reported that the mined area existed along a 600-kilometer stretch of the border and was between 400 - 600 meters deep. The report also stated that no military maps of the minefield existed…”

“…Turkish human rights and green activists have sought to draw attention to some of the areas affected by mines, which they say are destroying the ecosystem. In the case of the Munzur National Park, which the activists maintained had been heavily mined, situated in the south eastern province of Tunceli the activists were denied access to the park by the Turkish military…” (For the full text see: www.mayinsizbirturkiye.org) 

The İstanbul Branch of the Human Rights Association organized a press meeting on 1 May to celebrate the 4th anniversary of the Ottawa Declaration for the Prohibition of Landmines. Chairwoman Eren Keskin stated that in Turkey a total of 3,5 billion square meters of productive agricultural fields were mined. Keskin noted that during the years 1999 and 2000, 31 people lost their lives and 47 people were injured as a result of mine explosions. Keskin called on the Government to sign the Ottawa Declaration and to take precautions to prevent further deaths. The Human Rights Association has been maintaining a campaign against landmines.

In their meeting of 6 April, Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs İsmail Cem and Greek Minister of Foreign Affairs Yorgo Papandreu decided to start a synchronous initiative to become part to the Ottawa Declaration for the Prohibition of Landmines. The Declaration was signed in December 1997 and entered into force in March 1999. Greece had recognized the Declaration the same year, whereas Turkey and the USA had opposed it. If Turkey signs the agreement, she will have to de-mine her borders within 10 years. 

On 9 June, Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit made a statement and declared that all border regions of Turkey will be cleaned of landmines and 306 thousand hectares land will be available for farming. Ecevit added that High Committee of Planning is working on to change crops into profitable ones where tobacco planting is unproductive, especially in Eastern and Northern Eastern Anatolia. 

Nusaybin Agriculture Chamber President Nizamettin Başak said that the mined region with 840 km of length between Antakya and Şırnak’s Silopi district is so fruitful and 306 thousand hectares land in this region can supply means of subsistence at least for 30 thousand families by distributing it to landless villagers. 

On initiative of the Physicians for Peace Foundation based in the United States the “Center for Prosthesis Application and Rehabilitation” was opened in Dicle University on 28 June. The foundation established by Prof. Dr. Charles Horton in 1985 provides free service for physically disabled people. Physicians of the foundation operated 79 people in Diyarbakır on different dates. 

In his statement of 8 August, Governor of the Emergency State Region, Gökhan Aydıner asserted that the Government approved the project on landmines, which foresees the removal of landmines along the Turkish-Iraqi and Turkish-Syrian borders. Aydıner remarked that the project was given a start. He stated that the project would be carried out in the area comprising Hakkari, Şırnak, Urfa, Mardin, Hatay and Kilis and added that an area of approximately 36.000 hectares would be cleared by the end. This land will reportedly be distributed to the villagers and utilized for agricultural production. 

In an answer Hüsnü Yusuf Gökalp, Minister for Agriculture and Village Affairs, gave to DYP MP for Şanlıurfa province Mehmet Yalçınkaya on the cleaning mined areas he presented short, medium and long term plans for the cleaning of mines that would last 6 to 10 years with the aim of clearing the region of internal security movements from mines. The start would be made by cleaning the surrounding of the gendarmerie stations and later be broadened to the whole area. The Minister added that the work could start in 2008 at the earliest. 

Villagers used as Mine detectors: The investigation file into allegations that villagers from Tekevler (Gundenu) and Kel Hasan (Kelhesna) in Sason district (Batman) had been forced to walk on suspected minefield between 15 December 1996 and 21 February 1997 got lost. The case against lieutenant Hakan Başakçı, commander of Sason Gendarmerie Station, who was held responsible for this act, had been dropped on 21 September 1999. When the villagers asked for the file to open another case they were informed that the file did not exist.

Erol Kılıç, one of the villagers, who had to walk over the minefields, reported that they gone to see the Public Prosecutor Ümit Şahiner on 23 March. He had told them that the file might be with the district Governor Mahmut Halhal, but the governor had informed them that he had given back the file. He had said: “If the prosecutor does not have it, it must have been lost”. The prosecutor insisted that he had sent the file to the governor in order to obtain permission for an investigation against a civil servant.

Later a case was launched against Erdal Kılıç on charges of “misleading the judiciary and insulting the state”. The house of Erdal Kılıç was reportedly raided on 3 April at about 1am by civilian dressed people, who were holding long-barrel guns and walkie-talkies. On 5 April, Kılıç made an official complaint to the prosecution office in Sason about the incident. However, the prosecution office closed the investigation since the only witnesses were Kılıç’ mother Belkıs Kılıç and his sister Secih Kılıç. Kılıç alleged that the villagers were afraid of testifying although they saw those armed people trying to open his door by force.

On 15 December 1996 Mustafa Kaya, Basri Kılıç, Mehmet Coşkun, Cihan Kaya, Bülent Akin, Erol Kılıç, Sekip Kılıç, Erdal Kılıç, Adem Kaya, Hikmet Onar, Abdulkadir Doğan, Sabah Atalay, Saim İlgezdi, Cindi Akin, Hadi Kılıç, Sivan Kılıç and another villager from Tekevler (Gundenu) and Kelhasan (Kelhesne) in Sason district (Batman) were stopped on their way to town. Later they alleged that over five days Lieutenant Hakan Basakçi had forced them to act in the Nevale Giyane region as “living detectors” for mines. 

A similar incident happened on 21 February 1997. This time village protectors from the tribes of Şîgo, Darxane and Bidri and soldiers from the gendarmerie stopped the villagers from Tekevler and Kel Hasan and forced them over two days to act as living mine detectors in the Newala Giyane and Helqîz area and around Kel village. The incidents were raised in parliament and subject of an investigation. 

Trials

Halit Şalakaya (11): The family of Halil Şalakaya, who was killed by a hand grenade he found in the waste of military units in Lice district (Diyarbakır) on 7 April 2000 filed a case against the Minister for the Interior asking for TL 23 billion as compensation. The case was launched in January. Information on the outcome was not available.

Ali Aydın (12): The family of Ali Aydın, who was killed by a mortar device he had found near Kayacık Gendarmerie Station in Lice district (Diyarbakır) on 2 June 2000 applied to the European Court of Human Rights. The case was opened after the Ministry of the Interior had rejected to pay TL 45 billion in compensation. 

Incidents (18 deaths, 23 injuries)

Mehmet Taş: Mehmet Taş (19) was seriously injured when on 29 March he found a bomb near Dağanca village in Genç district (Bingöl) while grazing sheep. Mehmet Taş died in hospital. 

Adnan Çevik, Yusuf İşler: Greek security staff found the corpses of Adnan Çevik (26) and Yusuf İşler (28), who stepped on a mine at the Turkish-Greek border on 29 March.

Seyithan Çakırgöz: In Geyikpınar village of Mutki district (Bitlis) the shepherd Seyithan Çakırgöz (12) lost his life as a result of a mine explosion on 7 April. 

On 1 May, Mesut Ekinci (26) from Suçeken village near Batman died when he inspected a hand grenade he had found on an open field. 

On 1 May, Cevdet Karabay (25) who was grazing sheep near Kolludere town in Hizan district (Bitlis) died when he stepped on a mine. 

Ahmet Özgür: Ahmet Özgür (13) died when he inspected a missile from a rocket launcher that was lying in a military zone in Çerkezköy district (Tekirdağ). The corpse of the child who disappeared on 22 May was found in the field for military exercises.

Remzi Eren, Bedirhan Aydınlık, Fettah Çiğdem: On 12 June, a lorry carrying agricultural workers hit a mine on the road near Derebaşı village in Silopi district (Şırnak). Remzi Eren, Bedirhan Aydınlık and the driver Fettah Çiğdem were killed and Cihan Aydınlık, Şahin Aydınlık, Metin Çiğdem and Celal Aydınlık were injured and had to be taken to Cizre State Hospital.

The HRA demanded, “the subjective and objective responsibility of Botaş Gendarmerie Station, close to the scene has to be investigated.” Having talked to the wounded villagers, Osman Baydemir, chairman of HRA Diyarbakır, and Hanefi Işık, HRA Region Representative said that the village had been evacuated in 1992-1993 and the villagers could only go there during the day by getting permission from the gendarmerie station. The officials went to the place of the accident only two hours after it happened, although the district town Silopi is just 10 kilometers away. It appears that lives could have been saved by an earlier intervention. The statement also pointed to the fact that Muhyettin Aydınlık had used the road frequently during the last two or three months by car and there had been no explosion. Originally it had been alleged that the mine explosion had been caused by mines of the PKK.
X.X.: In Çukurca district (Hakkari province) one person was killed and another one injured when they stepped on a landmine while going to their farmland.
Şükrü Toprak: A villager named Şükrü Toprak (30) died when he stepped on a mine near Koçyiğit village in Şemdinli district (Hakkari). Mikail Kıvcı, who was with Toprak then, was injured. 

X.X., X.X.: Two villagers, who wanted to cut grass between Kelet and Begalte villages in Şemdinli district (Hakkari), were killed, when they stepped on a mine. Two other villagers were injured. The names of these people could not be established. There were also reports that soldiers of the gendarmerie in Şemdinli conducted operations in the villages after the incident and detained 8 inhabitants. 

Recep Kör, İdris Kör: On 26 September an explosion took place near Ankara Karşıyaka Graveyard. In the explosion the children named Recep Kör and Idris Kör lost their lives. The children were reportedly selling water at the graveyard. 

Ankara Chief of Police Hasan Yücesan commented: “The victims are brothers. Their families identified them. A large amount of explosives were found. We don’t know, whether they found the explosives there or whether they have any connection to an illegal organization. We investigate in both directions by operations among their friends and illegal organizations. There is only one empty hand grenade. The brothers are 17 and 18 years old and know what they do. It is said that they sold water at the graveyard. But they knew that they had explosives in their hands.” Later Yücesan corrected himself saying that the brothers had been born in 1988 and 1990. 

Nihat Alkan: On 3 October Nihat Alkan (18) was killed, when he played with a hand grenade, he had found in Savaklı village of Doğanşehir district (Malatya). His father Ali Alkan (40), who was in the next room, was severely injured. 

Selahattin Bayar: A mine exploded in Şırnak province on 12 October, when three village guards went hunting in the Cudi region and one of them sat down on the mine. Selahattin Bayar was killed and Mehmet Anık and his son Şehmuz Anık were injured and taken to Şırnak State Hospital. The governor for the region under a state of emergency maintained that the victims were no village guards. 

Nizamettin Kahraman: On 17 December, Nizamettin Kahraman, a village guard, was killed when he played with a hand grenade in Bostaniçi quarter of Van.

Injuries

On 11 March Musa Başbuğ (11) went to the fields of Abalı village in Lice district (Diyarbakır) when he stepped on a mine. He was injured to his left hand, shoulder, eyes and head and was taken to the Dicle University Hospital in Diyarbakır.

On 1 April Veysel Bozkurt lost two fingers and an eye when he inspected a bomb that he had found near Şeyhhamza village in Kulp district.

On 7 April, İkbal Acar (8) and his brother Erdal Acar (7) were injured near Tokağaç village in Yüksekova district (Hakkari) when they played with a hand grenade.

Salih Kılıç and his children Ahmet Kılıç (10) and Hediye Kılıç (3) were injured when a bomb exploded near Cumhuriyet quarter of Kızıltepe district (Mardin) on 13 April, while they were grazing sheep.

On 13 May, a person named Rıza Çiçek (25) lost his right hand when a bomb placed in a wastebasket in İstanbul-Gaziosmanpaşa exploded. The police alleged that Çiçek might have been injured while placing the bomb.

In mid-July three children named, Recep Özer (9), L. Özer (5) and M. Özer (2) were injured when playing with an antiaircraft weapon bullet. Recep Özer’s left hand was cut off when the bullet exploded. His father Sait Özer stated, “the explosion might have been caused by an antiaircraft weapon bullet that had been forgotten by the soldiers when returning from an operation”. Recep Özer also said that a non-commissioned officer, who made an investigation at the place of the incident, also thought that the bullet might belong to the soldiers.  

Sait Özer took his son to Diyarbakır State Hospital after the incident. He was reportedly told by the doctors to take his son to Dicle University Faculty of Medicine for a better treatment. But the doctor in the latter denied medical treatment to Recep Özer, as his father could not afford the treatment in the university hospital. After that, Recep Özer was taken back. Relatives of Özer applied to the Ministry of Defense for compensation of TL 50 billion. Lawyer Muharrem Erbay stated that the family also asked the Ministry of Defense to pay for an artificial hand. 

On 4 August Mehmet Gökçe and Fuat Yılmaz were injured, when a mine exploded between Eskihisar and Dağiçi villages (Mardin), where they had gone to water the fields.

On 29 August a bomb exploded in a house in Ümraniye (İstanbul). Fuat Daha (27) was injured, reportedly by a missile of a rocket launcher.

Two children named Bilal Altun and Sebahattin Buğta were injured on 8 September when playing with a hand grenade they found near Yiğitler village of Karlıova district (Bingöl).

3.5. Armed Organizations and the Right to Life

Attacks of Armed Organization (15 police officers –p-, 6 civilians –c-, 2 militants –m-)

Naci Canan Tuncer (p), Gültekin Koç (m): On 3 January, a “suicidal attack” was carried out against Şişli Police Station and two people lost their lives, one being the attacker and the other a police officer named Naci Canan Tuncer; four police officers and 3 people were wounded. DHKP-C member Gültekin Koç was alleged to be the attacker. Gültekin Koç reportedly entered the building at about 1.30pm and went to the 4th floor where the office of Şişli Chief of Police Selçuk Tanrıverdi was located. Koç allegedly activated the bomb, when he was stopped by the police officer Naci Canan Tuncer. During the explosion, the police officers Murat Ergüder, Süleyman Okkacı, Mehmet Kayışçı, watchmen Hayati Balcı, Yavuz Mender, and two civilians Derya Aslan and Sebahat Kısakol, who were passing Şişli Police Station, were wounded. The Revolutionary People's Liberation Army/Front (DHKP/C) took responsibility for the suicidal attack.

In connection with the attack, 5 people reportedly were detained on 4 January, one of them being Kader Kaya. The number of detainees reached 15 afterwards. But, all of the detainees were released later. The Security Directorate suspended Mustafa Kahraman, Bülent Karadeniz and Gökhan Alkan from duty. It was claimed that the attacker, Gültekin Koç, knew Mustafa Kahraman and, therefore, could easily enter the building. 

Haşim Kayık (p): During an armed attack on a police car in İstanbul-Bağcılar during the night of 10 January the police officer Haşim Kayık lost his life and the police officer Ali Şenol was slightly injured. 

In April, Mehmet Sarar, an alleged member of Revolutionary Communist Union of Turkey (TIKB) was detained. He was said to be responsible for the attack of 10 January. The statement listed another 5 offences allegedly committed by the suspect. On 5 February Erkan Altun, Hıdır Canpolat, Yüksel Okuyucu, Hasan Topluer and Fahri Türk had been arrested on the same allegation. 

İstanbul SSC Prosecution’s Office later indicted 21 people. The indictment wanted Erdinç Yücel, Erkan Altun and Yüksel Okuyucu to be sentenced to death, Menderes Sadıkoğulları should be tried for leading membership of an illegal organization (Article 168/1 TPC) and the defendants Esmeray Özdemir, Mehtap Kuruçay, Meliha Yıldız, Alican Erkol, Hıdır Canpolat, Hasan Topluer, Eyüp Yılmaz, Veysel Yiğit, Nursel Türüç, Serkan Şer, Fahri Türk, Kadir Aydın, Haydar Yılmaz, Mustafa Sadıkoğulları, Cemal Taşpınar, Adem Çiçek and Yeliz Yelgedik were accused of being members of an illegal organization (Article 168/2 TPC).

Veli Köse (c): The corpse of Veli Köse (20) was found near Sarıgazi district (İstanbul). The police alleged that Köse was killed by members of the Revolutionary People's Liberation Party/Front (DHKP/C) “for being a police informer”. The police authorities asserted that they had detained 9 people whom they had identified in line with the information gathered from the documents grasped during the operation deployed in Ümraniye Prison. The names of the detainees were given as Ali Şahin, Erkan Bülbül, Dilek Zekioğlu, Güzel Özdemir, Levent Köse, Mehmet Ali Toktay, Mahmut Terzi, İsa Alparslan and Filiz Havuç. Among them Bülbül and Şahin were alleged to have murdered Veli Köse. On 23 January, Ali Şahin, Erkan Bülbül, Dilek Zekioğlu, Güzel Özdemir, Levent Köse, Mehmet Ali Toktay, and Filiz Havuç were arrested by İstanbul SSC No. 4. Mahmut Terzi and İsa Alpaslan were released. 

Abdulsamet Seçilmiş (c): A minibus carrying the Chairman of the National Movement Party (MHP) for Kahta district in Adiyaman province, Abdullah Seçilmiş, and other family members was attacked by automatic arms near Çataltepe village in Kahta district. Abdulsamet Seçilmiş (29), brother of Abdullah Seçilmiş was killed and Abdullah Seçilmiş, Ertan Seçilmiş, Muhittin Tuğ, Zeynel Tangün and Mehmet Çoban were injured. The bus was on its way to a hearing of another brother of Abdullah Seçilmiş, Mehmet Abidin Seçilmiş, who had been arrested after the congress of the MHP in Kahta district on 29 July 2000. During this congress a fight had broken out between the two candidates for the chair and Mehmet A. Seçilmiş had shot the other candidate, Necmi Taş and his brother Abuzer Taş to death. 

Gaffar Okkan (p), Atilla Durmuş (p), Mehmet Kamalı (p), Sabri Kün (p), Mehmet Sepetçi (p), Selahattin Baysoy (p): The Chief of Diyarbakır Police, Gaffar Okkan, his driver and 4 police officers were killed in an armed attack on his car in Şehitlik quarter of Diyarbakır. The attack came at 5.45pm on 24 January when Gaffar Okkan was on his way to the governor of Diyarbakır. The attackers used hand grenades and automatic “kaleshnikov” rifles. The names of the police officers, who lost their lives, were: Atilla Durmuş (nephew of Health Minister Osman Durmuş), Mehmet Kamalı, Sabri Kün, Mehmet Sepetçi and Selahattin Baysoy. The police officers Nuri Bozkurt, Mustafa Dinçer, Veli Göktepe and Fatih Gökçek were wounded. Some evidence found at the place pointed at Hezbollah as the organization that carried out the assassination. 430 bullet cases from a “makarov” gun were found at the scene, an arm that is used by Hezbollah. It was believed that at least 15 attackers were involved in the incident, three of whom were among the 26 persons named by Gaffar Okkan during a press release as “Hezbollah gunmen”.

Later the names of eight of the attackers were given as Haşim Alabalık, Abdulvahap Ekinci, Nurullah Gülsever, M. Guli Kınay, Hüseyin Sarıağaç, Haydar Solmaz, Ramazan Elmas and Hasan Gürbüz. Meanwhile, the German paper “Der Tagesspiegel” covered an article asserting that the order was given by İsa Altsoy, hiding in Germany, but the Turkish daily “Milliyet” reported that the order was given by Zeki Savaş, the commander of the military wing of Hezbollah who was living in Iran.

Diyarbakır SSC banned the broadcasting of visual scripts of the incident, which had been filmed by the police department. “Confidentiality and safety of the interrogation” was shown as the reason for the ban. Two police officers, who were determined to have leaked the scripts, were suspended from duty.

Although large-scale operations were initiated immediately after the assassination of Gaffar Okkan, the assailants were not found. During the operations over 2000 houses were raided, and over 700 people were interrogated. On 4 February, a person named Davut Kınay was shot dead during a house raid on Pembeviran meadow of Çınar-Diyarbakır. Davut Kınay was alleged to be a member of Hezbollah. 

On 3 February, Minister of Interior Sadettin Tantan held a meeting with Gökhan Aydıner, Governor for the Emergency State Region, the governors of Diyarbakır, Batman, Mardin, Bingöl, Siirt, Şırnak and Urfa provinces, gendarme regiment commanders and police chiefs. After that, Tantan held a press meeting and said that it was too early to name any organization for the attack. But, since the assassination the authorities have frequently pronounced the name of Hezbollah as the perpetrator, contrary to what Tantan stated. 

During the meeting of the National Security Council (NSC) on 26 February Hezbollah was once again held responsible for the attack. According to newspaper reports on the meeting the NSC held: 

“In order to hold the organization together and to take revenge for the killing of their leaders the terror organization Hezbollah conducted the action of 24 January against Diyarbakır Chief of Police. They used long barreled rifles. 20 terrorists participated. It was established that the arms had previously been used in 5 killings and 6 incidents of injuries. It was established that terrorists from the provincial center and the surrounding villages jointly carried out the attack. After the latest operations the number of apprehended members of the terror organization Hezbollah has increased to 332.”

On 7 February the police detained a person at the scene of the crime. First the person tried to run away, but was rendered ineffective by gas bombs thrown into the cellar, where he was hiding. The name was later given as Abdulbari Arpa (19).

The March edition of the journal “Aktüel” carried a story that created the impression that the intelligence of the gendarmerie (JİTEM) might have been involved. The story quoted eyewitnesses and experts. According to one eyewitness some 15 people had emptied the area shortly before the incident saying the police would conduct an exercise here. The witness said: “Among the 15 civilian dressed people two had walkie-talkies and spoke in very fine Turkish. After the assassination some escaped in a green car and the others participated in the search of the police that had come to the scene.”

Police officers from a checkpoint on Sezai Karakoç Boulevard stated that their place was very close to the incident. They had blocked the road and controlled all cars. After 20 minutes two Landrovers had approached the point, cars usually used by JİTEM. They had tried to stop them, but the drivers had only greeted them saying that they were on urgent business. The inside of both cars had been packed with civilian and uniformed men.

Mithat Yılmaz, an alleged leader of Hezbollah in Batman, was detained in Antalya in the second week of March. After being interrogated in Ankara in relation with the assassination of Gaffar Okkan, Yılmaz was sent to Diyarbakır. On 24 March, Diyarbakır SSC arrested him on the allegation that he planned and executed a total of 20 killings in Batman and Diyarbakır. Ankara SSC released another 3 people, who had been detained together with Mithat Yılmaz.

Hasan Sarıağaç (35), suspected of having participated in the assassination of Gaffar Okkan and the 5 police officers, was killed during a raid on his house at 3am on 29 March. Reportedly he fired back when he was asked to surrender. None of the other 9 people in the flat, 5 of them children was injured. Allegedly many arms including an automatic gun were found in the house. Hasan Sarıağaç was earlier named as one of 26 gunmen of Hezbollah. He had been arrested before, but was released in 1997. In a trial at Diyarbakır SSC No. 4 he was charged with violent activities for Hezbollah and tried under the demand of capital punishment. 

Diyarbakır SSC arrested Şahin Ceribaşı on 5 April, for “involvement in the assassination”. Later, a case was launched against him with the demand of capital punishment. 

In connection with the assassination, Mehmet Fidancı was detained on 13 April. Diyarbakır SSC arrested him on 23 April. He was said to be one of the gunmen of Hezbollah and allegedly confessed that he and another 18 people carried out the attack. Following his testimony, many people, including a doctor named Yaşar Ekiner (working at Mardin State Hospital), were detained. 

Diyarbakır Governor Ahmet Cemil Serhadlı held a press conference on 17 April concerning the assassination. He claimed that Mehmet Fidancı was responsible for 8 killings in the name of the radical Islam organization Hezbollah. He listed the actions of Fidancı as follows: 

“Between 1992 and 1997 he killed in Silvan district Abdullah Ay and Mehmet Keleşoğlu, a person working for Silvan municipality, in Diyarbakır his cousin Mehmet Hamit Fidancı, Halis Güneyli, Mahmut Ergün, Mehmet Şeyhmus Öztürk, Cahit Tekdemir, Diyarbakır Chief of Police Ali Gaffar Okkan, the guards Mehmet Kamalı, Mehmet Sepetçi, Selahattin Baysoy, Sabri Kün and Atilla Durmuş.” 

Governor Serhatlı distributed a videotape to the journalist that showed the interrogation of Fidancı. On the tape Fidancı was seen hiding his face with his hands and stating that he and the other militants received the order for assassination one day before the action. At 5.30pm we came to the scene of the action: “I had one kaleshnikov gun, 1 makarov pistol and one hand grenade under my coat. At the moment of the action my group kept the lookout. After the attack we came home using side streets.” 

The prosecutor at Diyarbakır SSC prepared a 6-page indictment against Mehmet Fidancı holding him responsible for the killing of Diyarbakır Chief of Police, Gaffar Okkan and 5 police officers. The prosecution wanted him to be sentenced to death under Article 146 of the Turkish Penal Code for “the armed attempt to overthrow the constitutional order”. Mehmet Fidancı is charged with an additional 14 killings and reportedly confessed not only to the police, but also the prosecutor and the judge. 

On 26 June Diyarbakır SSC started to hear his case. During the hearing he said that he had been unable to prepare his defense and asked for additional time. The court adjourned the hearing so that the defendant can do the necessary preparations. At the hearing of 22 August Fidancı said that he had been detained on 24 March and interrogated at different places for 20 days. Being afraid of further interrogations he did not want to tell everything. He accepted to be a member of the “parish”, but rejected to have carried out any act against the State. He asked the court to find him a lawyer. Another hearing was held on 11 December Mehmet Fidancı rejected the charges stating that he was in İstanbul at time of the assassination. He added that he had to accept the charges because after detention he was subjected to severe torture. Mehmet Fidancı asked the court to assist him in being transferred to another prison, because he was being held under isolation. The court decided to remand the defendant and adjourned the hearing to 12 February 2002. 

On 4 June Diyarbakır Governor Cemil Serhadlı commented on a house raid in Bağcılar quarter of 1 June. In the house 5 rifles, 4 pistols, 7 hand grenades, 1 grenade primer, 41 shell cases, 2 faked IDs prepared for the names Ali Gümüş and Yılmaz Özer had been found. The results of criminal investigations had revealed that the pistols were used in three different cases and four of the rifles were used in the assassination of Gaffar Okkan on 24 January. 

Diyarbakır SSC Prosecutor opened a case against Bedran Selamboğa, who had been detained during the house raid of 1 June, with the demand of death penalty. Selamboğa was accused to have killed 13 people and wounded 9. Two of the alleged killings refer to the death of police officers Adem Bayrakçı 8 and Adem Keser. For his co-defendants Veysi Şanlı, Mahmut Tetik, and Ömer Akgül 15 years of imprisonment were demanded.

Abdulvahap Ekinci an alleged leader of Hezbollah, who had been detained in İstanbul on 28 May, was arrested in Diyarbakır on 2 June. On 29 November Diyarbakır SSC No. 3 continued to hear his case Abdulvahap Ekinci participated in the trial for the first time. The prosecutor accused him of 8 violent actions, killing Yasin Özalp, Hatip Pirizade, Aziz Başak, Nurettin Güneş, Hasan Bozan, Ali Eroğlu, İsmail Sevinç and Suat Erciyes and injuring Hakan Sevim. In his 6-page written testimony the defendant stated that he had not been involved in any armed activity and only had learned and taught the Koran. “We are under orders of Allah, that is Hezbollah,” he said. The hearing was adjourned to a later date. The indictment asked for the death penalty against the defendant. 

On 9 October seven of eight people, detained in Diyarbakır on 28 September as alleged members of Hezbollah, were arrested. The police announced that seven automatic guns and two hand grenades had been found in the houses of the suspects and that one of them, Servet Yoldaş, confessed to have participated in the assassination of Gaffar Okkan. The other suspects were named as Suat Yaşasın, Yusuf Elbahadır, Mustafa Burak Tekin, M. Nedim Bayar, A. Rahim Karadeniz and Esat Kemal Aydın. Kasım Uruç was released. On 10 October Diyarbakır Governor Cemil Serhadlı accused Suat Çetin, Servet Yoldaş and Şener Dünük of having participated in the assassination. 

On 26 December Diyarbakır SSC conducted a hearing in the case of Servet Yoldaş, Şener Dünük and Suat Çetin. Defendant Servet Yoldaş rejected the charges saying that he did not know Şener Dünük or other defendants. Servet Yoldaş is being held responsible for 17 killings and the death penalty is being demanded for him and another two defendants in the trial. 

Kürşat Çağırman (p), Mehmet Sekman (p): 

On 1 April at 8.30pm a police car was shot at in the Kocasinan quarter of İstanbul. The police officers Kürşat Çağırman and Mehmet Sekman were heavily wounded and died on their way to hospital. The police found 27 cartridge cases and concluded that the fire came from automatic MP-5 guns. The attackers reportedly escaped in a Mercedes. The police detained 9 suspects after the incident. They are being interrogated at Kocasinan Police Station.

Ahmet Öztürk (c): Three armed and masked persons attacked a minibus of the police in Örnek quarter of Üsküdar in İstanbul in the evening of 10 April. Having thrown a hand-grenade they shot at the car and injured the police officers Seyfullah Kalyon and Sedat Topal. They survived because of bulletproof vests they were wearing. The attackers first ran away and then tried to highjack the car of Ahmet Öztürk (51), Director of İhsan Kurşunlu Primary School. Ahmet Öztürk tried to escape with the car, but was shot at and had an accident. He died on the way to hospital. The attackers hijacked another car and fled. Later, the DHKP/C took responsibility for the attack.

Engin Aslan (c): On 25 April two people tried to highjack the car of Özkan Aslan in Bahçelievler, İstanbul. The police officer Metin Tanışman intervened, but the two people took his pistol and killed Engin Aslan, the brother of Özkan Aslan. The two people are said to be named Erol Volkan İlden and Yalçın Kurtoğlu and allegedly members of the Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist, Workers' and Peasants' Liberation Army of Turkey (TKP/ML TİKKO). The then İstanbul Chief of Police, Kazım Abanoz, later declared that the attackers and their arms had been apprehended. 

Tuncay Karataş (p), Halil İbrahim Doğan (p), Uğur Bülbül (m), Amanda Rigg (c): On 10 September at 5.40pm a bomb attack was carried out on a police post at Taksim Square in İstanbul, where officers of the anti-riot police (Çevik Kuvvet) were waiting. The explosion killed the police officers Tuncay Karataş and Halil İbrahim Doğan. The attacker, identified as Uğur Bülbül (25) also lost his life. Australian citizen Amanda Rigg, who was injured during the explosion, died on 13 September. 

During the attack 20 people, 13 of them police officers were injured. The names of the police officers are: "Deniz Bahri Bekar (born 1976 in Yozgat), İbrahim Öztürk (born 1975 in Gaziantep), Tuncer Erker (born 1977 in Sakarya), Osman Eker (born 1973 in Balikesir), Hasan Hüseyin Çiftçi (born 1973 in Sivas), Resat Susuz (born 1972 in Kars), Murat Acar (born 1974 in Bursa), Abdüllatif Bedel (born 1975 in Nevşehir), Murat Sevinç (born 1975 in Zonguldak), Bülent Gonca, Murat Temiz, Eşref Koçak and Arif Duman. The injured civilians are: Aşkın Öztürk, Mehmet Nuri, Cem Ersoy, Burcu Koray, Abdullah Düztaş and Tülin Senmar.

Uğur Bülbül had been imprisoned as a member of the Revolutionary People's Liberation Party/Front (DHKP/C). He was among the 26 prisoners in Bartin Special Type Prison, who had to be taken to hospital after the “Return to Life„ operation of December 2000. He had been released from Sincan F-type Prison about 6 months ago. 

Chairman of the Human Rights Association (HRA), Hüsnü Öndül, made a statement after the attack asserting that the HRA rejects the use of violence in every sphere of life. Öndül noted that democracy could be improved only through democratic means. President of the HRFT, Yavuz Önen stated that all sorts of problems should be solved through peaceful means. Önen said, “We condemn this violent action, which came at a time when the already existent social, political, and economic problems are ever getting worse, and the removal of obstacles to our democratic life is discussed. This event further increased our concerns”.

Kemal Karahan (c): Kemal Karahan, headman of Gölgeli village in Almuş district (Tokat), was found dead in the rural area on 19 September. He had been kidnapped 3 days earlier and was shot dead with an automatic weapon. 

Köksal Bulut (p), Mustafa Koçak (p), Mustafa Bilicik (p):
In the morning of 14 October an armed attack was launched on a police car in Küçükçekmece district (İstanbul), killing the police officers Köksal Bulut and Mustafa Koçak and injuring Mustafa Bilicik. It was suspected that the attack was carried out by the radical Islam organization Hezbollah. Reportedly one of the attackers injured himself, while trying to run away. The police declared to have detained one suspect. One pistol allegedly was used during the attack of 25 August, when the Hezbollah “repentant” Şaban Elaltınteri (42) and his son Mehmet Elaltınteri were killed in Esenler (İstanbul). On 30 October Minister of the Interior, Rüştü Kazım Yücelen, said that the attacker had been identified as a Hezbollah militant by the code name of “Aziz”. 

The Swissotel Raid

An armed group raided Swissotel in İstanbul on 22 April and held more than 100 hostages overnight to protest the Russian military action in Chechnya. They surrendered on 23 April to Turkish police. İstanbul Police Chief Kazım Abanoz said 120 hostages had been released unhurt and the police had detained 13 suspects. Muhammed Emin Tokcan 9 was said to be the leader of the action. 

Prime Minister of Chechnya (still unrecognized by Russia) made a statement and condemned the incident. Mashadov noted the following: “No matter whatever their nationality, or beliefs, we condemn every action which jeopardizes the lives and security of people and which is in breach of human rights. This action has nothing to do with the policies of Chechnya Ministry of State.”

The tolerance displayed by the official authorities for the activists was discussed more than the action itself. Allegations were put forward concerning the state and National Intelligence (MIT) links in the action. Many television channels and newspapers, which are used to labeling every dissidence action as “terrorism” preferred to define the activists as “conquerors” rather than “terrorists”.

Another expression of this tolerance was the statement of İstanbul Chief of Police Kazım Abanoz. He emphasized that the activists had no guns, that they were too young, that they had no intention of harming hostages. Furthermore, Minister of Tourism Erkan Mumcu said that the aim of the activists was not “inflicting violence, or maltreating the hostages”, but that the action was “simply a protest”.

On 30 April, İstanbul SSC ordered the arrest of Muhammet Emin Tokcan, Emin Taş, Ali Tokcan, Hayri Kadı, Yusuf Özdemir, Yalçın Şahin, Bahri Demir, Atilla Kıvık, Bünyamin Kıvık, Hayati Ak, Mehmet Yapıcı, Serdal Seferoğlu and Ramazan Karabulut for “acting contrary to the Law on Firearms”, “forming a gang with the aim of committing crimes”, “limiting the freedoms of people”, “firing arms so as to threaten people and cause panic”. Four people who allegedly helped the activists were released. 10
The prosecutor at İstanbul SSC charged the leader of the action, Muhammed Emin Tokcan with “having formed a gang to commit a crime” and several other offences such as “illegal possession of arms” and wanted him to be sentenced to 33 years’ imprisonment. The defendant Emin Taştan was accused of “illegal possession of arms” and some other offences and should be sentenced to 28 years’ imprisonment. The other defendants, Ali Tokcan, Hayri Kadı, Yüksel Özdemir, Yalçın Şahin, Bahri Demir, Atilla Kıvık, Bünyamin Kıvık, Hayati Ak, Mehmet Yapıcı, Serdal Seferoğlu and Ramazan Karabulut were accused of “having participated in a gang formed to commit crimes” and had to expect sentences of between 9.5 and 19 years’ imprisonment.
Injuries

During an armed attack on a police car in İstanbul-Kağıthane the police officer Yalçın Zoroğulları was injured to his leg on 7 January.

On 21 March an armed attack was conducted against General Bekir Uğurlu when he was on his way from Çorum to Ankara. The shots were fired from a distance and three bullets hit a lorry traveling in the opposite direction. One bullet hit a car of the convoy of the general. Nobody was injured and no information was available on who the assailant/s were. After the incident several operations were deployed in Tokat and Sivas provinces. Many people were detained during the operations. 

Mehmet Timurtaş was injured, when on 30 July a bomb exploded in a waste bin near the tram station in İstanbul-Çemberlitaş.

On 1 August a bomb was thrown into a stationery shop in İstanbul Kadıköy-Göztepe resulting in injuries of the siblings Candan Sayın and Sinan Sayın. 

On 28 September a bomb exploded in the McDonald's Shop in İstanbul-Levent injuring Abdullah Feyyazi. 

The explosion of a bomb in front of a factory in Kartal (İstanbul) on 20 October caused injuries of Zeynep Buruntay (10). 

On 26 October shots were fired at Gazi Police Station in Gaziosmanpaşa district (İstanbul). There were no casualties during the incident. 

Trial of Fehriye Erdal

On 13 September, Belgium decided to try Fehriye Erdal who is in remand in Belgium in connection with the killing of Özdemir Sabancı from Sabancı Holding, Haluk Görgün, one of the holding’s executives and the secretary Nilgün Hasefe on 9 February 1996. The Ministry of Justice applied the Belgian authorities demanding the continuation of pre-trial detention. According to the information given by the General Director of International Law and Foreign Relations Unit of the Ministry of Justice Cenk Alp Durak, the Ministry also asked whether Turkey would be involved in the trial. 

Turkey’s demand for the extradition of Erdal was formerly rejected by Belgium on the grounds that Erdal’s crime was political and required the death penalty according to Turkish law. 

On 15 March İstanbul SSC No. 1 announced the verdict concerning the killing of Özdemir Sabancı, Haluk Görgün and Nilgün Hasefe on 9 January 1996 and the killing of 2 soldiers of the gendarmerie on 25 September 1995. Of the 12 defendants Fatma Erdem, Metin Narin, Ejder Güngör, Mehmet Gökmen, Ferhan Taş, Nazlı Güngör, Murteza Deveci and Melek Akkaya were charged under Article 169 TPC for “aiding and sheltering militants of armed gangs“, an offence that was included in the Law on Conditional Release and Suspension of Sentences of December 2000. Accordingly these cases were suspended. In the case of Ercan Kartal who is said to be the leading person behind the assault and allegedly ordered the killings in the name of the Revolutionary People's Liberation Front/Party (DHKP/C) the court decided to separate the case and combine it with another ongoing trial against him. As far as defendant Mustafa Duyar was concerned the court lifted the case against him, since he was killed while being imprisoned in Afyon. The cases against İsmail Akkol and Fehriye Erdal were separated since the court had been unable to take their testimony. The indictment for this trial had demanded the death penalty for Ercan Kartal, Mustafa Duyar, İsmail Akkol and Fehriye Erdal according to Article 146/1 of the TPC for the “violent attempt to overthrow the constitutional order.“

Mehmet Ali Acun, Fahir Toka: On 11 December at around 7:45pm unidentified people opened fire on a police bus in Gazi quarter of İstanbul. Police officers Mehmet Ali Acun and Fahir Toka died in the attack and 12 police officers were wounded. The names of the police officers who were wounded in the attack on Hal road, TEM Highway are as follows: Emin Gül, Lütfi Kalın, Yahya Sakallı, Aydın Şensoy, Ayhan Yiğitler, Nezih Şah Yüceler, Murat Muş, Recep Okay, Hüseyin İnan, Mahmut Aydın, Halil Durmaz (Ağır), Hasan Polatkan Tap. İstanbul Chief of Police Kazım Abanoz came to the spot to gather information and alleged that the attack could be in retaliation for the recent killing of Özkan Tekin. Following the attack, the police officers with the anti-riot branch held demonstrations in various provinces, in particular İstanbul. 

Of the 15 people who were detained in connection with the attack Zeynel Karataş, Şerafettin Yer, Erbil Kızıl, Özlem Eker and Özgür Eker were arrested by İstanbul SSC on 4 January on charges of "being members of the illegal Workers and Peasants’ Liberation Army (TİKKO) that organized the attack". Cengiz Dönmez, Orhan Öztürk, Songül Kaplan, Hasan Günaçan, Metin Sarıbıyık, Metin Yılmaz, Hasan Altın, Özgür Kaya, Hüseyin Çınar and Mustafa Yılmaz were released by the prosecutor. 

On 21 May İstanbul SSC No. 3 started to hear the case. Of the defendants Zeynel Karataş (under arrest) and Mazlum Bala and Selim Özcan (not under arrest) participated in the hearing. Özlem Eker had not been brought to the hearing, apparently because he was on hunger strike in Bayrampaşa Prison. Others were not taken to the hearing from Kırklareli Prison, allegedly because there was no money for it. Zeynel Karataş said that he had not received the indictment and was not ready to testify. He, Erbil Kızıl (under arrest), Şerafettin Yer (under arrest), and Özgür Eker (under arrest) were charged under Article 146 TPC that requires the death penalty. Orhan Öztürk, Songül Kaplan and Hasan Altın were charged with “aiding and abetting an illegal armed organization” under Article 169 of the Turkish Penal Code (TPC) that requires sentences of between 3 and 5 years' imprisonment. The trial did not conclude in 2001.

Police Actions: On 12 December, incidents occurred during the funeral of police officers Mehmet Ali Acun and Fahir Toka. Around 4,000 police officers started marching from the Anti-Riot Branch in Bayrampaşa at around 8.45am to İstanbul Police HQ on Vatan Street, Aksaray, blocking the traffic on the TEM Highway. The police officers chanted the Turkish National Anthem and slogans against the amnesty bill and protested the police officers that did not participate in the demonstrations. The policemen beat Ertuğrul Uzunoğulları, cameraman with Interstar TV and Veysi Şahin, reporter with the daily Milliyet during the demonstration. The group later marched to the Governor’s Office in Cağaloğlu and here protested İstanbul Chief of Police Kazım Abanoz and Governor Erol Çakır. They held a sit-in outside the Governor’s Office, which lasted for about half an hour and would not listen to Kazım Abanoz who called them to end the demonstrations. The police officers marched back to İstanbul Police HQ where the funeral would be held. Minister of Interior Sadettin Tantan, who attended the funeral met with chanted slogans such as “Tantan wake-up and protect your policemen”. Following the funeral, the police officers marched back at the Anti-Riot Branch and ended their act.

Fatih Public Prosecution Office opened an investigation against the police officers on the grounds of staging an illegal demonstration. In Bursa also around 500 police officers marched to protest the killing of the two policemen and the amnesty bill. It was reported that anti-riot forces marched in Adana (300), Mersin (1000), İzmir (800) and Antep.

The actions by the anti-riot police continued on 13 December. In İzmir, Chief of Police Hasan Yücesan was harassed by the demonstrating police officers when he tried to prevent the act. In Adana, Chief of Police Şükrü Yetimoğlu and a branch director whose name could not be identified faced severe reactions of the police officers while trying to stop them. During the incidents the branch director fell down and was dragged on the ground. 

Bursa Chief of Police, Aydın Genç stated that 8 police officers were suspended from duty for having incited police officers with the Anti-Riot Directorate and started the march. The written statement of Genç read: “Police officers Esat Özgüzel, Kadir Keleş, Süleyman Dönmez, Murat Mot, Harun Tatlıoğlu, Taner Uysal, Mete Berke and Esat Özgüzel were suspended from their duty with the approval of the Governor and the police inspectors will carry out the necessary investigations against them.” Adana and İçel Public Prosecutors started an investigation against the police officers that participated in the protest march on charges of “acting in contravention of the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations.” The Ministry of Interior also started an investigation regarding the march of the police officers. The Ministry sent civil service inspectors to the cities where the marches were staged.

As a result of the investigations by the Ministry of the Interior almost 100 police officers were suspended from duty in İzmir, Mersin, Antep, Bursa, Adana and İstanbul. 11
Court cases against the demonstrating officers started in January. In Bursa 8 police officers were acquitted on 16 January. The acquittal for the officers Esat Özgüzel, Kadir Keleş, Süleyman Dönmez, Murat Mot, Harun Tatlıoğlu, Taner Uysal, Mete Berke and İsmail Ergün was announced after the first hearing at Bursa Penal Court No. 5. In December Feyzullah Arslan, spokesman of the General Directorate for Security, stated that investigations against 1,827 members of the anti-riot police (çevik kuvvet) had resulted in penalties for 1,558 of them. Among the police officers demonstrating in İstanbul, İzmir, Adana, Gaziantep, Bursa, Antalya and Mersin 14 had received a warning, 362 a protest. Three days of wages had been cut for 168 police officers and the time for promotion had been set back for 493 police officers by 6 months, for 482 police officers by 10 months and for 39 police officer by 24 months. The court cases against the police officers on charges of “staging an illegal demonstration” were continuing at penal courts. 

Blue Bazaar: The trial against Ergin Atabey, Abdullah Günay, Azime Işık and Metin Yamalak accused of “having thrown a bomb into the ‘blue bazaar’ in İstanbul-Göztepe on 13 March 1999” which resulted in the death of 13 people continued on 2 February at İstanbul SSC. All defendants are charged with the demand of the death penalty. During this hearing police officers were heard as experts. They said that they had found pieces of a molotov cocktail at the stairs. Further hearings were held on 28 September and 12 December, but İstanbul SSC did not reach a verdict in 2001. 

On 12 October İstanbul SSC No. 2 continued to hear the case of 23 alleged members of the Revolutionary Communist Union of Turkey (TIKB), charged with the killing of the MHP official Nihat Uygun in İstanbul and Ethem Ekin, prosecutor in Adana. The hearing was adjourned for the prosecutor to prepare the summing up of the case. In this trial the death penalty was sought for Tamer Tuncer, Sevgi Ülkemin Ordu, Mete Tuncer, Ergül Çelik, Nuri Akalın, Kenan Güngör and Sefa Gönültaş. The other defendants had to expect prison terms.

Egyptian Bazaar: Sociologist Pınar Selek, one of 15 defendants, who were put on trial for having placed a bomb in the Egyptian Bazaar in İstanbul on 9 July 1998 that resulted in the death of 7 and injuries of 120 people, was released on 25 December 2000 after it had been established that the explosion was not the result of a bomb. Following the report of Prof. Dr. Neşet Kadırgan, Prof. Dr. Ali Şaşmaz and Prof. Dr. Nurşen İpekoğlu that determined that the explosion was the result of LPG gas cylinders in the kiosk Alp Selek, father and lawyer of Pınar Selek had appealed to İstanbul SSC on 24 December asking for the release of his daughter. The court had decided positively.

İstanbul SSC continued to hear the “Egyptian Bazaar” case on 30 January. Alaattin Öget, one of the 15 defendants in this trial, rejected the allegations that he killed Erdal Hayır, saying that his testimony to the police had been extracted under torture. The court rejected the request of the defense to forward this case to the Constitutional Court since the charges were not included in the Law on Conditional Release and Suspension of Sentences. The prosecution originally asked for the death penalty based on Article 125 TPC. 
İstanbul SSC No. 4 decided during the hearing of 7 May to forward all necessary documents to the Forensic Institute. 

On 3 October the expertise report of the Forensic Institute was read out. It concluded that the cause of the explosion could not be determined. 

The defendant Alaattin Öğet said during the hearing that he wanted to be become a “repentant (confessor)”. He stated that he knew the defendant Pınar Selek since 1998 and that his contact had been on an organizational level. He added that he would make further statements in the next hearing and also make clear that this was a bomb explosion. The defendant Kübra Sevgi also expressed the wish to become a repentant confessor and said that all defendants belonged to the PKK. Defense lawyer Ayhan Erdogan said that he had received information that these two defendants had become “confessors” because of jealousy. Lawyer Alp Selek said that the two “confessors” stayed with other “repentant” confessors and had not been transferred to other wards. The late confessions were the result of pressure exerted on them.

Later both defendants said in letters they sent from Kırklareli Prison that the explosion had not been caused by bombs but gas cylinders and that they had not been involved in the event.

In this trial 5 of the 15 defendants are being charged with the demand of the death penalty: Pınar Selek, Abdülmecit Öztürk (in remand), Alaattin Öğet (in remand), İsa Kaya (in remand), Kübra Sevgi (in remand). Prison terms between 3 to 31 years are sought for Baran Öztürk (in remand), Heval Öztürk (in remand), Ercan Alır, Maşallah Yağın (in remand), Delibaş Arat (in remand), Menderes Öğet, Erkan Öğet, Hasan Kılıçdoğan, Alican Öğet and Suat Kaya. 

The case concerning the bomb attack on Çankiri Governor Ayhan Çevik on 5 March 1999 continued at Ankara SSC on 19 April. Four of the defendants were not taken to court, because of their death fast action. Defendant Bülent Ertürk said that he had prepared a written defense, but the prison administration had confiscated it. 

During the hearing of 4 September the defendant Şener Kökten was released. The prosecution demanded the death penalty for Kemal Ertürk, Lale Açık, Nihat Konak, Küçük Hasan Çoban, Kemal Kaygısız, and Mesut Deniz according to Article 146 of the TPC; sentences of between 15 and 22.5 years’ imprisonment for Şener Kökten, Savaş Kör, Hakan Eren, Erkan Balçık and Devrim Karacan under Article 168/2 of the TPC for “membership of the Turkish Workers’ and Peasants’ Liberation Army (TIKKO); and terms of between 4.5 years’ and 7.5 years’ imprisonment for Özgür Deniz Demirdis, Bülent Ertürk, Arap Deniz, Bilal Ekin, Halil Köseoğlu, Cemile Sönmez, Serdar Çitil and Murat Yılmaz under Article 169 TPC for “assisting members of TIKKO (Workers’ and Peasants Liberation Army of Turkey)”. Defendant Muharrem Horoz died on 2 August as a result of the death fat action. 

3.6. Civilian Clashes

Gülizar Tunç: On 6 May, a supporter of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) in Gebze district of Kocaeli province killed a woman named Gülizar Tunç. People’s Democracy Party (HADEP) member Tunç had been arrested two years ago for supporting the PKK and released in December 2000 according to the “Law on Conditional Release and Suspension of Sentences”. On the day of event, a quarrel broke out in front of the house of Tevfik Güven, after he had wounded a young man with axe. Gülizar Tunç’s son joined the quarrel and Güven shot his mother with a rifle by targeting her. Tunç was buried on 7 May.

The trial of Tevfik Güven detained right after the event started on 29 June in Gebze Criminal Court. In his defense Tevfik Güven, in remand, declared that during the quarrel his house was stoned and therefore he fired his rifle. He claimed that he didn't see Gülizar Tunç. The trial did not end in 2001.

Hasan Yılmaz: In İslahiye district (Antep) the civilian Hasan Yılmaz was killed on 13 November, when unidentified people shot at a police car on duty in connection with drug smuggling.  The police officer Şevket Çam, commissioner Cebrail Göçer and the police officer Metin Barak were wounded and had to be taken to hospital. 

Ali Köse: On 31 December three armed men robbed a money transporter of Sümerbank in Trabzon. Ali Köse, employed at Sümerbank was wounded and died in hospital. 

Ramazan Çağlar: On 18 December Mahir Ertuğrul Zevkliler (29) and Sedat Dönmezer (20) reportedly shot at the police officers Ramazan Çağlar and Hasan Hüseyin Çetiner, employed at İsparta Police HQ, when they were asked for their IDs. Ramazan Çağlar was killed. Later the attackers were alleged to be members of the radical Islamic organization “Union of the Islamic Association and Parishes”. Mahir Ertuğrul Zevkliler and Sedat Dönmezer were detained after the incident. 

Yüksel Aktaş: On 2 January the police officer Salih Hacısüleymanoğlu opened fire on two people that he had a discussion with at the metro station in İstanbul-Esenler. Yüksel Aktaş was killed and Zeki Kaya was heavily wounded. Later Salih Hacısüleymanoğlu was arrested. 

On 24 January some 30 followers of the National Movement Party (MHP) attacked 10 left-wing students from the High School for Profession in Bolu. The incident happened in the town center, after the left-wing students had been denied access to school in the morning. İbrahim Aksoy and Tahsin Çağlar Kurtay were injured during the incident. One of the attackers allegedly participated in another attack, which resulted in the death of Kenan Mak. On 25 January, the police intervened, when some 50 students wanted to protest the attack by a press release, and detained 10 students. 

Prof. Dr. Zekeriya Beyaz, Dean of the Faculty of Theology at Marmara University was wounded on 8 January during a conference at the university. The attacker, who could escape, stabbed him with a knife when the discussion on headscarves became heated. İmdat Bingöl and Mustafa Cebeci, two students who allegedly helped the attacker, were detained. Wounded by his throat, heart and hands, Beyaz was hospitalized. One day after the incident, the attacker Halil Cihan was captured in Antep. 

On 13 January Halil Cihan was arrested. After 10 days the indictment by Abdurrahim Dogan, prosecutor in Üsküdar, was ready. The main charge was based on Article 450/4 TPC (complete attempt of intentional murder) that requires the death penalty. However, since the attempt was not fulfilled and because the defendant was younger than 18 the demanded sentence would be a minimum of 13 years' imprisonment. The other defendants, Hakki Barutçu, Bekir Çete and Mustafa Ceveci, were to be charged with “insulting a civil servant” which requires a sentence of between 6 and 30 months' imprisonment. Hatice Kuyrukçu, the girl friend of the attacker was also accused of “insult”, but mainly with “hiding the defendant” and had to expect a sentence of between 2,5 and 6,5 years' imprisonment.
On 28 February the trial started at Üsküdar Criminal Court No. 1. Halil Cihan said that he attacked the professor because he had made fun of religion. 
Some 10 followers of the National Movement Party (MHP) beat Duran Gök, student of Osmaniye Professional Highschool at Çukurova University (Adana) on 28 February, allegedly because he was wearing a Palestinian scarf. Duran Gök had to be taken to hospital because of a broken nose and injured lip. 

In March Bakıl Açık, a student at Konya Selçuk University, went to the Konya branch of the Human Rights Association to complaint about an attacked by a group of 25 MHP supporters. On 24 March they had kidnapped, beaten and threatened him. 

On 16 March, a person named Şahmettin Akyüz (43) alleged that followers of the National Movement Party (MHP) in İstanbul beat him. He said: “After the earthquake I lost my house and stayed at the Idealists' Union of Yeni Sahra. Later I found a place for my family and me with 3 children. I found a little income from a publishing house and the municipality of Kadiköy. Some days ago they came and wanted money from me, either because they thought that I was receiving a high amount of aid or because they did not like the places where the money came from. They were not satisfied with the answer that I did not have any money and came during the night of 16 March to my house. They took my 3 children and me to the Idealists' Union. We were taken there at 10pm and beaten until the morning. One of them was the chairperson Murat Kara and two men named Yılmaz and Eyüp. Later others came to guard us. When they fell asleep we managed to escape.”

On 4 April students of Marmara University, who had gathered because of the 4th anniversary of the death of Alpaslan Türkeş, the former leader of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) four years ago attacked leftist students with axes and sticks. Two students were injured during the event. During a protest after the incident students Nadir Erol and Özgür Yardım were detained.

On 3 April two leftist students were beaten at Gazi University in Ankara. When further leftist students came, about 150 followers of the MHP attacked them. During the incident 11 students were injured. İnan Ulusan and Mehmet Yeşil had to be taken to hospital.

On 20 April students protested in İstanbul against the “lifting of lessons aimed at prevented students of the Faculty of Natural Sciences and Literature at İstanbul University to become teachers”. The protesters were attacked by a group of radical right-wing people. The leftist students Mehmet Candemir, Mehmet Cançiçek, İbrahim Yılmaz and another unnamed student were injured during the event. Mehmet Candemir reportedly was injured severely. 

Bahadir Dehmen, student at Ankara Gazi University was severely beaten by 7-8 followers of the National Movement Party (MHP) on 26 April at 10.30pm. He suffered a big wound to his head and had a broken arm. He was held in hospital for 24 hours because of the risk of an internal bleeding. 

On 11 May TV station Kanal 54, broadcasting in Sakarya, was raided by a group of around 30 alleged members of the Great Union Party (BBP), during a discussion program. The attackers severely beat Erdal Er, board member of the Republican People’s Party (CHP) in Sakarya, who was at the studio then. Er was taken to hospital. Ayhan Mutan, chair for CHP Provincial Organization, wanted to go to the hospital to meet Er, who was in coma. The attackers stopped the car with Mutan and his son and stabbed Ayhan Mutan and Volkan Mutan into their legs. Two of the attackers were caught and arrested on 12 May. Another two of them escaped. At the TV station no recordings of the program were available. Later Nadir Saka, Burhan Kılıç, Ercan Gültekin, Ahmet Yılmaz and Semih Polat were detained in connection with the raid. 

Özgür Demirici, a student from Kayseri Erciyes University, Faculty of Arts, was beaten by Serhat Durak, chairman of the Idealists’ Association in the region and two other people, whose identity was not disclosed. Following the incident of 29 May, Özgür Demirci spoke at a press conference in the offices of the HRA in Kayseri stating that he had a broken nose. He also said that he had been threatened not to complain about the incident.

During a struggle between leftist and rightist students at İstanbul University 2 students were injured on 12 June. Some 100 rightist students wanted to protest against the dismissal of 11 students. During the demonstration they started to throw stones at leftist students who responded. The fight continued outside the campus, but nobody was detained.

Altan Kahraman, Director of Adapazarı State Hospital, was attacked twice by MHP followers, on 21 and 28 June. The following details were reported: after the earthquake in August 1999 Kahraman was appointed to Akyazı district. He appealed against the decision, because he wanted to continue working at the hospital, where he had been for the last 10 years. 

Meanwhile, Ahmet Kemiksizoğlu had been appointed director for Adapazarı State Hospital. He was known for his good relationship with the MHP chairman Hamdi Kılıçarslan. After 18 months the administrative court decided to have Kahraman installed in his old place. During the first attack 2 people came into Kahraman’s office. Reportedly Kahraman was asked to resign. On 28 June Kahraman was attacked in the garden of the hospital. Six to seven people beat him with sticks. Kahraman was wounded and said that the two people, who had visited him before, had been among the attackers. 

On 2 October students from the Technical University in İstanbul held a press conference in protest against a police intervention on the campus. They alleged that the detained students had been beaten and their houses had been raided. When one of the students shouted, “look, that's one of the torturers” the atmosphere became tense. The chief of the police threatened with detaining everybody leaving the campus. However, the police withdrew after two hours.

On 24 October İsmail Turan, alleged to have stolen a car in İstanbul-Sultanbeyli had a shoot-out with police officers. He injured the police officers İsmail Turan and Mehmet Çakır. 

On 31 October rightist students injured a leftist student at Van 100 Year University with a knife. The next leftist and rightist students clashed in the city center and three rightist students were injured. Among the 103 detained students 85 were released the same day without appearing in court. Of the remaining 18 students 17 were released on 3 November by Van SSC to be tried without arrest. Veli Balyemez was taken for another interrogation, but released the same day. 

On 6 November Songül Çorca, Çağatay Çiftçi and Ülkü Baş, students at the Selçuk University in Konya were attacked by 10 right-wing students. Songül Çorca was seriously injured and had to be treated in hospital. The attack, reportedly led by a student named Yusuf Narin, was carried out, because the students had spoken in Kurdish. On 9 November Çorca was released from hospital.

On 9 November a group of MHP followers attacked students in the Atatürk Hostel in İstanbul-Zeytinburnu. They tried to break into room 106 in the first floor and threw gas bombs into the room, but the students fled by jumping out of the window. 

Enver Delibaş, chairman of the Party of Labor (EMEP) for Maltepe district (İstanbul) stated that on 6 October the student Sultan Kura and on 7 October the student Serif Karamese were attacked by followers of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) and wounded with knifes. The student Rifat Zafer was attacked and beaten by some 20 MHP followers. On 21 November Sultan Kara, student at the Orhan Gazi Lyceum in Maltepe (İstanbul) alleged that she had been heavily beaten by followers of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP), when she was sitting in an internet-cafe near school.

Mahmut Tekdaş, student at the Faculty of Trade and Tourism at the Gazi University alleged that some 15 extreme right-wing students beat him and two fellow students, because his two friends had been seen smoking during the day in the month of Ramadan. Mahmut Tekdaş stated that he was fastening during this month. At a press conference of Ankara HRA these events were reported for 16 and 19 November. 

Three students from Gaziantep University, who did not want their names to be disclosed, alleged that the violence by the supporters of the Nationalist Action Party (MHP) had increased during the month of Ramadan. Students with long hair and earrings had become the target as well as students, who did not fast during Ramadan. In an official complaint to the public prosecutor in Antep they stated: “On 3 December at 3pm we drank tea in the cafeteria, when a group of 40 people armed with sticks, knifes and iron pipes forced us into the woods. They took our phones away and threatened to cut off our heads if we did not cut our hair. Security staff from the university rescued us and handed the arms over to the person running the cafeteria by the name of Ayhan.”

Following the kidnapping and beating of 3 students from Gaziantep University by right-wing militants another report stated that the students Burhan Çelik and one with the first name of Sedat were beaten in the students’ hostel on 4 December. When students opened a stand for “Kurdish Reading” on 5 November the right-wing militants came to the coffee shop “Gida” and threatened the students to remove the desk. A fight broke out and some 10 right-wing militants were injured. Subsequently the police detained the students Metin Oruç, Şahin Bakır, Semih Esengül, Abdulkerim Karagöz, Kasım Gündem, Sunrullah Canbey, Davut Aksu, Ali Durmuş, Burhan Çelik, Murat Elçi, Recep Elçi, Yakup Söyler, Serdar Şeker, Yakup Gürkaynak, Aydın Çellik, Vural Tarla, Özkan Sun, Salman Kılınç, Ayfer Işıldak and with the first names of Durmus, Ismail and Haydar. 

Şahin Bakır, Metin Oruç, Erol Kanar, Özgür Vicdan, Vural Tarla, Server Şeker, Recep Tel, Davut Aksu, Nurullah Canbay, Haydar Ankıçkan, Murat Aktaş, A. Gökhan Kutbeyoğlu and Ali Sönmez were arrested on 7 December. The trial against 20 students charged with fighting and hindering the lessons started at Antep Penal Court No. 2 on 25 December. Şahin Bakır, Metin Oruç, Erol Kanar, Özgür Vicdan, Vural Tarla, Server Şeker, Recep Tel, Davut Aksu, Nurullah Canbay, Haydar Ankıçkan, Murat Aktaş, A. Gökhan Kutbeyoğlu and Ali Sönmez were released and the arrest warrants against Anıl Oktay Çelik, Yusuf Çiftçi, Erkan Özalp, Redi Adıbelli, Orhan Çiftçi, Sezai Karatay and Umut Özaktay were lifted.

Further allegations from Antep stated that the chairman of the Idealists’ Union in Gaziantep, Fatih Atahan, threatened the chief surgeon at the State Hospital, Mehmet Özdal, to pay the phone bill of his organization. Atahan was interrogated, but released. As a student he was said to have close ties to the rector of the university, Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Filiz.

On 7 December students close to the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) stormed the cafeteria of the Faculty for Natural Sciences at Ankara University. Some 150 of them attacked students eating there with sticks of nails and choppers. During the incident the students Akman Kırmızıtaş, İsmail Dilek, Ufuk Genel, Gonca Çapraz, Tolga Çit and Sezgin Coşkun were wounded. Among them Tolga Çit was at risk of becoming disabled. 

Reports from Nazilli district (Aydin) stated that MHP followers beat a student from the Adnan Menderes University on 5 December. On 6 December the same people attacked a worker at the university. 

On 29 December Abdülkadir Bozdoğan, student at Konya Selçuk University, was injured in an attack by a group of MHP followers. 

On 5 December three people, who had stolen a car in İstanbul-Gaziosmanpasa, fired at the police, when they tried to stop them. The police officers Lütfi Altın and Ayhan Korkmaz were slightly injured. 

Ümit Cihan Tarho: On 22 October Malatya Criminal Court passed its verdict in the retrial concerning the killing of the student Ümit Cihan Tarho on 11 January 1998. He had been stabbed to death by followers of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP). The Court followed the decision by the Court of Cassation and suspended the sentences for Caner Öztürk, Bedri Yaylagül, Mehmet Fatih Gökalp, Mehmet Hanefi Azdikoğlu, Muhammed Şahiner, Korkut Özalp, Levent Mutlu, Memiş Dündar and İrfan Küçük. The conviction of Kadri Kılıç for murder (20 years’ imprisonment), passed by Malatya Criminal Court on 17 January 2000, had been confirmed by the Court of Cassation.  

During operations in Küçükçekmece quarter of İstanbul seven alleged members of the Communist Labor Party of Turkey/Leninist Youth Union (TKEP/LGB) were detained in May. At least one of them, Serbülent Sürücü, allegedly participated in an attack on Zeytinburnu Idealist Association on 19 December 2000, during which Şükrü Sancak was killed. İstanbul SSC also ordered the arrest of Bekir Özer and Ercan Tilbaş. In January Nurettin Temel had been detained in İstanbul in connection with the killing in Zeytinburnu.

Hüseyin Duman: On 26 October Kadiköy Criminal Court No. 2 continued the hearing against İhsan Bal, chairman of Küçükbakkalköy Idealists’ Union, on charges of killing Hüseyin Duman (28), member of the Socialist Power Party (SIP), on 17 April 1999. On 4 January İhsan Bal had surrendered, but had been released on bail of TL 10 billion on the same day. He is charged under Article 448 TPC with intentional murder. 

During the hearing of 30 November Buğra Varol was heard as witness and stated that İhsan Bal shot at the victim from a distance of 3 to 4 meters, without any quarrel or argument between the two men. The court ordered the arrest of İhsan Bal on the grounds that he might escape. The next hearing was scheduled for 25 January 2002.

Meanwhile it was revealed that the name of İhsan Bal had been mentioned in connection with the killing of Ali Güngör, sympathizer of Kurtuluş, on 23 April 1977 and Metin Yüksel, chairman of an association of raiders (religious organization), on 22 February 1979. He was tried for both incidents, but acquitted because of “lack of evidence”.

Kahraman Kurumuş: On 4 December the trial against Yaşar Bostan, member of Fatih Idealists’ Union, charged with the killing of Kahraman Kurumuş in İstanbul-Fatih on 11 September 2000, concluded at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2. Yaşar Bostan was sentenced to 20 years’, 10 months’ imprisonment according to Article 448 TPC for intentional killing.

The mother of the victim, Satu Cüce, spoke at a press conference of the İstanbul branch of the Human Rights Association on 3 May. She said that Kahraman Kurumuş had joined Fatih Idealists’ Union and the MHP after finishing his military service in 2000. The chairman of Fatih Idealists’ Union by the name of Ramazan had ordered him to kill a person by the name of Recai and, when he had refused to do so, Ramazan had threatened him by saying that any idealist would do what he was ordered or he would die. Satu Cüce alleged that not only Ramazan but also a person by the name of Eyüp had been involved in the incident.

Incident in Susurluk 

Following the discovery of the corpse of Afşar Sıla Çaldıran (11) in the house of Recep İpek, who was born in Diyarbakır, in Susurluk district Balıkesir province on 6 April followers of the extreme right wing National Movement Party (MHP) organized protests that turned into lynch law. On 7 April demonstrations were held and slogans against the PKK were shouted. The police detained about 150 people among a crowd of 700. 

During the night of 8 to 9 April crowds clashed with the police. The house of Recep İpek's father, Arap İpek, was set on fire. Another house and many shops were damaged. At 10.30pm the crowd numbered almost 5,000. Shouting slogans against the PKK the masses closed the road from Bursa to İzmir for traffic. Additional police forces were called from Balikesir and surrounding districts. When the crowd did not disperse the police intervened around 12pm and was attacked with stones, boxes and cans. The police blocked the way to the quarter with Kurdish population and detained some 180 people. The tension diminished only at 2am. 4 police officers, one solider and two civilians had to be treated for their injuries. Meanwhile the police announced that 25 of the detainees were the provocateurs and would be brought to justice. The sale of alcohol was banned in Balikesir for three days. 

The autopsy of Avşar Sıla Çaldıran was revealed on 9 April. Apparently the child had been strangled to death, but not raped. 22 of the protesters were arrested on 11 April and another 7 on 17 April to be charged with staging an illegal demonstration and damaging other people’s property. The names of some of the remanded demonstrators are: Ersan Bekmez, Cüneyt Günay, Cevdet Par, Mesut Kural, Ümit Başol, Halil Hasbi Altunbaş, Nuri Aygörmüş, Münir Aydoğmuş, Gürsel Kutlu, İsmail Yıldırım, İbrahim Yaşar, İdris Köse, İlhan Umut, Şeref Başar, Seyfettin Çelik, Bülent Karakılıç, Ayhan Şenli, Rüştü Can, Mustafa Kargay, Nedim Şentürk, Recep Çubuk and Saadet Çam.

On 16 April the suspected killer Recep İpek was detained in Bismil district (Diyarbakır). He was said to have confessed in his first testimony. On 18 May Balikesir Criminal Court started to hear the case. In his written defense Recep İpek admitted to have been an addict of gambling, because he as a person from the South could not find any work. On the day of the incident two people had asked him to bring them the child Avşar Sıla Çaldıran. Having been threatened by a weapon he had strangled the child against his own will.

On 9 May the trial relating to holding an illegal demonstration against 180 demonstrators started at Susurluk Penal Court. No information on later hearings was available. 
Trials on Political Killings

The Bahçelievler Massacre: The trial concerning the killing under torture of 7 young members of the Turkish Workers’ Party (TIP) 12 in Ankara-Bahçelievler on 8 October 1978 resulted in a verdict of Ankara Criminal Court No. 3 on 15 February. The court insisted on its earlier verdict and sentenced Bünyamin Adanalı and Ünal Osmanağaoğlu seven times to death. The first verdict had been quashed by the Supreme Court of Appeal No. 9 on 14 July 2000, ruling that it was against the law to convict the defendants as the real killers. Now that the court insisted on its verdict the case has to be heard at the Council of Panels in the Court of Cassation. 

In June the Panel of Chambers of the Court of Cassation confirmed the sentences of Bünyamin Adalı and Ünal Osmanağaoğlu. According to the Law on Fighting Terrorism of April 1991 the death penalties will not be executed. Each death penalty was counted for 10 years’ imprisonment and the total of 70 years’ imprisonment was combined to 36 years’ imprisonment. Haluk Kırcı, who had been sentenced in connection with the same offence, is already serving a term of 36 years’ imprisonment.
Murder of Kemal Türkler: The case of Ünal Osmanağaoğlu, charged with the killing of Kemal Türkler, then chairman of the Confederation of Revolutionary Trade Unions (DISK) on 22 July 1980, continues at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2. It took almost 19 years before Ünal Osmanağaoğlu was captured in Kuşadaşı on 10 April 1999. In the trial the death penalty is sought for Ünal Osmanağaoğlu. 

The “Hope” (Umut) Operation: The case against 17 defendants charged with 22 actions including the killing of Uğur Mumcu, Prof. Dr. Ahmet Taner Kışlalı, Bahriye Üçok and Muammer Aksoy continued at Ankara SSC throughout 2001. The number of defendants increased to 24. 

On 11 May Ankara SSC No. 2 explained its decision of discontinuing the proceedings against the three police officers, who allegedly tortured defendant Yusuf Karakuş.

On 7 September the prosecutor summed up the case demanding acquittal for Abdullah Argun Çetin (at the beginning a death sentence had been asked for him), Musa Koca, İsmail Koçhan, Şeref Dursun and Adnan Yükdağ. For the defendants Ferhan Özmen, Rüştü Aytufan, Necdet Yüksel, Yusuf Karakuş, Muzaffer Dağdeviren, Abdulhamit Çelik, Fatih Aydin, Hasan Kılıç and Mehmet Sahin he demanded death penalty according to Article 146/1 TPC. 

The following defendants have to expect a sentence according to Article 168/2 TPC, which would be increased by 50% according to Article 5 of the Law to Fight Terrorism, for “belonging to an armed gang”: Murat Nazlı, Adil Aydın, Mehmet Gürova, Mehmet Kasap, Hakkı Selçuk Şanlı (at the beginning the death penalty was sought for him) and Talip Özçelik. For Mehmet Ali Tekin the prosecutor asked for a sentence according to Article 168/1 TPC as “leading member of an armed gang”. Derviş Polat and Yüksel Pekdemir might be sentenced according to Article 169 TPC for “supporting an armed gang”. The demand by defense lawyer İbrahim Ceylan to reject the presiding judge Hüseyin Eken was turned down.

During the hearing, defendant Rüştü Aytufan said that on 6 September he had been taken to the chief prosecutor's office in Eskişehir and interrogated by 4 people, two men and two women, including the security officers at the US Embassy. At the end of monthly hearings the December hearing was adjourned to 7 January 2002.

The İpekçi Case: A new trial was opened on 29 January concerning the killing of Abdi İpekçi on 1 February 1979, at the time editor-in-chief of the daily “Milliyet”. The defendants Yalçin Özbey and Yusuf Çelikkaya are accused of being involved in this murder that happened some 21 years ago. 

İstanbul Criminal Court No. 7 wanted to hear Mehmet Ali Ağca, who previously had been sentenced to death for killing Abdi İpekçi, but he said that he was a victim in this case and only would answer questions informally. He claimed that his initial confession had been extracted under torture and that Yalçin Özbey had boasted with the fact that he killed İpekçi. 

The court decided to hear Yusuf Çelikkaya imprisoned for robbery and illegal possession of arms. On 4 January 2000 he had sent a letter to the prosecution's office in İstanbul claiming that he and Abdullah Çatlı, Mehmet Şener, Oral Çelik, Mehmet Ali Ağca and Yalçın Özbey had made the plan for the killing. The plan had been executed on 1 February 1979. The indictment is based on Article 450/4 and 65/3 of the Turkish Penal Code and defendants should be sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment, if convicted. In an earlier trial Oral Çelik was acquitted because of judicial mistakes and “lack of evidence”.

On 15 March the trial continued. Defendant Yusuf Çelikkaya said that he would only tell what he knew about the incident, if he was transferred to another prison. He was held in Ünye Prison and later transferred to Eskişehir. Çelikkaya also said that after his initial statements on the case had been published in the press he had received threats, but since then (the last 14 months) nothing happened. 

During the hearing of 17 May the court stated that Fahri Kabacan, incarcerated in the Çorum Prison, had sent a letter to the court asserting that he had some information on the case. 

On 17 September İstanbul Criminal Court No. 7 decided to hear Yusuf Çelikkaya and Fahri Kabaca as witnesses and adjourned the hearing to 4 December. 

16 March Massacre: On 22 March the case launched against Latif Aktı, Sıddık Polat, and ex-police officer Mustafa Doğan (all of them being in remand in absentia) in connection with the assassination of 7 students from İstanbul University Faculty of Pharmacy on 16 March 1978 13 continued at İstanbul Heavy Penal Court No.6. In the trial, death penalty is demanded 7 times for each defendant, and a minimum of 20 years imprisonment is sought 41 times for each, on charges of “murdering and injuring a person on intentionally”. 

In June former Minister of the Interior, Hasan Fehmi Güneş, testified in Ankara in connection with the case. The statement was forwarded to İstanbul Criminal Court No. 6. Mr. Günes refused to give details on a meeting he had with Lokman Kundakçı, who at the time had been leading the Federation of Idealists’ Associations in Europe, saying that this was a State secret. Güneş continued: “After returning to Turkey I had a private meeting of 5 hours with him at Marmara House. I asked a few questions about the Abdi İpekçi Case and he gave me some information. I don’t remember whether we talked about the killing of the students. I can’t talk about anything that is State secret, it is legally forbidden.” 

Acting for the sub-plaintiffs lawyer Cem Alptekin asked during the hearing in July that Güneş be heard as witness in court. Hasan Fehmi Güneş attended the hearing on 12 October. He testified on talks he had had with leaders of the European Idealists’ Union in order to clarify the killing of Abdi İpekçi. He did not remember many details but said that unfortunately they had not been able to solve these killings at the time and added that similar structures could be found in each State. The name might be “counter-guerilla” and within the NATO countries these structures were used to protect the State against the left and communists. The next hearing was to be conducted on 28 February 2002.

Lawyer Cem Alptekin was tried for having publicized secret document of the secret service MİT by providing a tape recording of the conversation between Güneş and Lokman Kondakçı to the court. On 16 October 2000 he was acquitted by İstanbul Criminal Court No. 5, but the 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation quashed this verdict on 15 March. 

The Sivas Case: 

The 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation heard the Sivas case on 22 March. This was the third time that the court had to deal with the killing of 37 people in Sivas on 2 July 1993. The defense asked the court to forward the case to the Constitutional Court so that the defendants can benefit from the Law on Conditional Release. The decision was announced on 10 May. The following death penalties were confirmed: 

Muhsin Erbaş, Harun Gülbaş, Bekir Çınar, Erol Sarıkaya, Ahmet Turan Kılıç, Kenan Kale, Harun Yıldız, Zafer Yelok, Yunus Karataş, Halil İbrahim Düzbiçer, Ömer Faruk Gez, Ahmet Oflaz, Ekrem Kurt, Erkan Çetintaş, Faruk Sarıkaya, Hayrettin Gül, Harun Kavak, Süleyman Toksun, Hayrettin Yeğin, Mehmet Yılmaz, Adem Kozu, Mustafa Uğur Yaraş, Faruk Belkavli, Ömer Demir, Alim Özhan, İbrahim Duran, Etem Ceylan, Vahit Kaynar, Turan Kaya, Cafer Tayyar Soykök and Faruk Ceylan.

The Court confirmed another 14 sentences of imprisonment, but quashed the verdict against Durmuş Tufan. The retrial of 3 defendants started at Ankara SSC on 29 July. Meanwhile allegations were raised that the defendants Harun Kavak and Mehmet Yılmaz (sentenced to death) and Metin Ceylan, Sedat Yıldırım, Adem Ağbektaş and Serhat Özgentürk had gone to Germany and asked for asylum, but no definite information could be reached until the end of the year. 

1 The article found in breach of the right to life by the court read: “During operations against terrorist organizations, the security forces may use firearms directly and without hesitation in order to defuse the assailants, of an order to ‘surrender’ is not followed and the assailant(s) intend to use firearms.”


2 Law No. 4178 “Amending the Law on Provincial Administration, the Law to Fight Terrorism, Law on Strong Ration, Law on Nutrition From the Field Kitchen, Law on Firearms, Knives and Other Tools, and Law on Presenting one’s Identity” was passed in August 1996. On 1 November 1996, Mümtaz Soysal, Oya Araslı and 113 MPs asked the Constitutional Court to cancel the law. The Constitutional Court cancelled the amendment in January 1999. 


3 Article 1: All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.


4 In its current form Article 38 of the Constitution reads: 


C. Principles Relating to Offences and Penalties 


No one shall be punished for any act, which does not constitute a criminal offence under the law in force at the time committed; no one shall be given a heavier penalty for an offence other than the penalty applicable at the time when the offence was committed. 


The provisions of the above paragraph shall also apply to the statute of limitations on offences and penalties and one the results of conviction. 


Penalties, and security measures in lieu of penalties, shall be prescribed only by law. 


No one shall be held guilty until proven guilty in a court of law. 


No one shall be compelled to make a statement that would incriminate himself or his legal next of kin, or to present such incriminating evidence. 


Criminal responsibility shall be personal. 


The Administration shall not impose any sanction resulting in restriction of personal liberty. Exceptions to this provision may be introduced by law regarding the internal order of the Armed Forces. No citizen shall be extradited to a foreign country on account of an offence.


5 Journalist Dimitrar Rigudin, who alleged in the Russian daily Trud of 28 August that Üzeyir Garih had been killed by the Israeli Intelligence Service MOSSAD, was killed in Bulgaria on 4 September. He was reportedly killed in Svilengrad near the Turkish border. His corpse was found near his house in Varna. 


6 Antep Chief of Police Reşat Altay, whose name was also mentioned in the trial of 16 March Massacre, was appointed to Bursa Chief of Police in July. Commenting on the appointment lawyer Kamil Tekin Sürek said: “Reşat Altay had been appointed first as Director of İstanbul Anti-Terror Branch, then to Antep Chief of Police. Now, he has been appointed as chief of police of a big city like Bursa. It is not wrong to call this an award.”


7 Sami Şen, whose name has been mentioned in several extra-judicial killings, was put on trial in connection with the deaths of Gülistan Özdemir and Hamdi Sayılgan on 11 February 1998 in İstanbul-Fatih and Güner Şar, Özlem Kılıç and Hüseyin Aslan on 4 August 1994 in İstanbul-Bağcılar. He was acquitted in both cases. 


8 The case launched against Leyla Gülsever, Remziye Solmaz and Cuma Güzel, alleged members of Hezbollah in connection with the killing of the police officer Adem Bayrakçı during a house raid in Bağlar quarter of Diyarbakır on 11 October 2000 is still pursued at Diyarbakır SSC. During the hearing of 6 February, Cuma Güzel confessed to have killed Adem Bayrakçı.


9 The leader of the action Tokcan, had participated in the hijacking of a ferry on 16 January 1996, and had been sentenced to 8 years and 10 months’ imprisonment. In the trial that had concluded on 7 March 1997, Muhammed Emin Tokcan, Tuncer Özcan, Sedat Temiz, Erdinç Tekir, Ertan Coşkun, Ceyhan Mollamehmet, Roki Gitsba (of Abhasian origin), Ramazan Zubarayev (of Chechen origin) and Viskan Abdurrahmanov had been sentenced to 8 years and 10 months’ imprisonment. Emin Tokcan had escaped from Dalaman Semi-Closed Prison on 3 October 1997, Viskan Abdurrahmanov had escaped from Bursa State Hospital on the same day, Tuncer Özcan had escaped from Ankara Ulucanlar Semi-Closed Prison on 9 October 1997, Ramazan Zubaryev and Roki Gitsba had escaped from İmralı Semi-Closed Prison on 21 October 1997. It was alleged that the rebels had been allowed to escape following a bargaining between Turkey and Chechnya for the “exchange of criminals”. Tokcan was later arrested in İstanbul on 29 April 1999, but he was released on 22 December 2000 according to the Law on Conditional Release and Suspension of Sentences. Emin Taştan had reportedly been tried in the trial against the Communist Party of Turkey.


10 The case in connection with the kidnapping of the ferry “Avrasya” had been based on the allegation of forming a “gang” and not a “terrorist act”. Therefore the defendants were not put in special type but semi-open prisons. 


11 On 19 December Kamber Kantaş, employed at the anti-riot police in Bayrampaşa, committed suicide. He was one of the officers facing an investigation.


12 Serdar Alten, Latif Can, Salih Gevence, Faruk Ercan, Efraim Ezgin, Osman Nuri Uzunlar and Hürcan Gürses


13 In the incident the students Hatice Özen, Cemil Sönmez, Baki Ekiz, Turan Önen, Abdullah Şimşek, Hamit Akıl and Murat Kurt lost their lives; 41 students were injured.





