9. FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY AND DEMONSTRATION
The negative attitude of the government and the security forces against meetings and demonstrations did not change in 2001. One person died during police intervention in a demonstration. Many meetings and demonstrations were dispersed by force, whenever people attempted to voice their demands or their criticisms against the official policies. Many people were detained in these demonstrations and they were charged with “opposition to the Law No. 2911 on Assembly, Meeting and Demonstrations”, “crimes against the ideal personality of the State” or "aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members."

Among the interventions against the freedom of assembly and demonstration and subsequent trials and investigations, which were started in 2001, we may count the 1 December "One-Day Stop-Working" action, 8 March Women's Day and Newroz celebrations, 1 May Labor Day demonstrations, 1 September World Peace Day and demonstrations against the war. The Labor Platform organized two demonstrations on 9 November and 1 December. Students held action in protest against the Council for Higher Education (YÖK) on 6 November.

On 27 July Minister of Interior Rüştü Kazım Yücelen issued a circular, urging the security forces to avoid the use of "excessive force and abuse of their authority." "Security forces should avoid actions and interventions which may lead to claims of 'violation of duty and the use of excessive force', while they are performing their duty (especially while using force)," read the circular, which was issued "in order to avoid the astronomical fines issued by the European Court of Human Rights against Turkey and to restore Turkey's prestige in the international community," (please see the section on the rulings of the ECoHR).

In his answer to Diyarbakır MP Sacit Günbey's parliamentary question in December, Yücelen claimed, "the excessive use of force beyond intention are individual cases." Thus, the excuse of "individual cases", which has been employed when the authorities attempt to prove that "torture is not a systematical practice", started to be employed in connection with other human rights violations. 

One of the important incidents in 2001 was the ban on the demonstration that HADEP had planned to hold in Ankara on the occasion of 1 September World Peace Day. The activities that were carried out in connection with this demonstration were obstructed countrywide. According to the official figures, 877 people were detained. According to the HADEP, thousands of people were detained before and after 1 September. The detainees were put on trial on various charges. The most important incident was the death of HADEP member Zeynel Durmuş, who fell into the empty space between buildings while trying to avoid detention during the police intervention against the members of HADEP Zeytinburnu branch on 31 August. The meeting on 1 September was banned. Many people were detained, when instead of a meeting a press statement was to be read out in Ankara under mass-participation.

The amendments to the Constitution, which were promulgated in the Official Gazette in October, contained some provisions for the improvement of the freedom of assembly and demonstration as one of the most important steps in the democratization process. However, the security forces did not abide by these provisions.

The amendment to Article 34 of the Constitution read, "Everybody is entitled to peaceful meetings, demonstrations and marches without prior permission." Despite this provision, the security forces intervened in many demonstrations and meetings, and many others were banned. These interventions were mostly carried out on the pretext that "national security was facing a threat". The first occasion of these illegal interventions took place on 6 November in Ankara during the student demonstrations in protest against the Council for Higher Education (YÖK). The students were subjected to police violence. 

In 2001 no one was killed during the 1 May Labor Day demonstrations and Newroz celebration, in difference to previous years. However, many people were detained prior to and on these occasions. Besides, cases of ill-treatment intensified during these periods. The police and gendarmerie used force while dispersing the crowds during demonstrations. In addition, many activities were banned, and pressure on associations, foundations, political parties and newspapers intensified prior to the demonstrations and meetings. 

Another example of the intolerance against the freedom of assembly and demonstration was the increasing pressure on and administrative and judicial investigations against the civil servants after the 1 December (2000) "One-Day Stop Working" action, which was organized by the Labor Platform. Prior to this action, the authorities declared that they would start legal proceedings against the civil servants, who participated in the actions. Parallel to these statements, administrative and judicial investigations were initiated against many civil servants, and many of them were punished in the end.

Protests against F-type Prisons

İstanbul Governor’s Office did not give permit the demonstration, which was planned to be held in İstanbul on 14 January by several NGOs and political parties under the title of “Stop putting our Lives into Cells”. The demonstration was banned on the grounds that Sinan Tutal, Chairman of the Freedom and Solidarity Party (ÖDP) İstanbul Provincial Organization and a member of the organizational committee of the demonstration, had previously been arrested, because of former protests against prisons. The police also obstructed the press conference, which was to be held at the HRA İstanbul branch office regarding the ban of 12 January.

Thirty-nine people were detained while reading out a press statement outside the DSP İstanbul Branch office on 8 January. Among them ÖDP Deputy Chairman Erdal Karahanlı, executive board member Sabahattin Uğraş, İstanbul Provincial Secretary Sinan Tutal and HRA member Nimet Tanrıkulu were arrested whereas others were released. The arrested people were released on 6 February.

A trial started against 24 people (17 under arrest) in connection with demonstrations held in Ankara Kızılay Square between 12 and 19 December 2000 in protest against the F-type prisons. The indictment accused the defendants Şahabattin Arpacı, İsmail Tekeli, Metin Akbıyık, Ali Gül, Umut Kılıç, Birce Postacı, Süleyman Boyraz, Olcay Küçükçelik, Ali Öztürk, Şafak Özgü, Başak Kavruker, Koray Ünal, Murat Korkut, Volkan Ayaz, Kazım Savcı, Deniz Sarıgil, İbrahim Çağlar Budak, Hatice Nevroz Tol, Yasemin Yüreğil, Sevda Öztekin, İsmail Doğan, Abdullah Soner, Tahsin Akça and Halil İbrahim Aksun of "being members of illegal organizations and having aided these organizations," and sought sentences of imprisonment against 20 defendants under Article 169 of the TPC and of imprisonment against 4 defendants under Article 168/2 of the TPC. 

The trial started at Ankara SSC on 27 February. The defendants stated that they had attended press conferences in protest against the F-type prisons. Their lawyers requested that the SSC should declare that it was not competent to hear the case considering the fact that the defendants could only be accused of "staging an illegal demonstration." The SSC did not release the arrested defendants. During the hearing on 10 April, the court decided to unify the case opened against defendant Ali Gül at Ankara SSC with the continuing case. Defendants Birce Postacı, Kazım Savcı, Deniz Sarıgil and İbrahim Çağlar Budak were released in this hearing.

During the hearing on 31 May the prosecutor read out his summing up of the case and asked to convict 4 defendants for membership and 20 defendants for support of an illegal organization. 

The trial ended on 27 November. The SSC convicted the defendants to 3 years 9 months in prison under Article 169 of the TPC. 

On 10 February the police detained the relatives of prisoners Güzel Şahin, Selvi Gülmez, İpek Bulut, Selma Kaan, Fatma Aslan, Celal Türkmen, Gülnaz Türkmen, Ercan Erdoğan and Emoş Erenler during the protest action staged outside the Galatasaray High School in İstanbul. Semiha Kırkoç, Selma Kaan, Gülnaz Türkmen, Yıldız Yılmaz and Emoş Erenler were subsequently arrested.

The police prevented the relatives of prisoners from reading out a press statement outside the Galatasaray High School on 17 March and detained 6 people.

The HRA İstanbul Branch attempted to hold an action at Sultanahmet Square in İstanbul in order to draw the public's attention to the continuing death fasts on 19 March. The police intervened in the action and detained 67 people under beatings, including HRA İstanbul Branch Chairwoman Eren Keskin. The detainees were released the next day.

The police prevented a group of people from holding a demonstration outside İstanbul Kartal F-type Prison on 25 March. 45 people had come to the prison with a bus and attempted to stage an action by flying kites. The police detained these people, including 12 children.

On 30 March the relatives of prisoners went to the Ministry of Justice, but they failed to see Minister Türk because of the National Security Council meeting. They left a petition with the officials of the Ministry. In this petition, the relatives of prisoners requested from the Minister "to open the prisons to independent watch committees consisting of representatives of human rights organizations and NGOs; to take the necessary actions in accordance with the reports of these committees; to abolish the legal provisions against the political prisoners in terms of execution of sentences, especially Article 16 of the Anti-Terror Law; to keep the prisoners at the same place if they were convicted in the same trial against an organization; to allow the relatives of the prisoners to maintain certain needs of the prisoners which were not met by the Ministry; to allow the prisoners to assign a representative in prisons; and an end to the arbitrary implementations during visits."

The relatives of prisoners were prevented by the police from reading out a press statement outside İstanbul Galatasaray High School on 31 March. The police detained Mehmet Soylu, Ali Yıldız and Mahmut Yedibela. The police also intervened in the action that was staged by the relatives of prisoners in İstiklal Street in İstanbul on 8 April and detained 20 people by force. The police also harassed journalists during this incident. When the demonstrators assembled again on İstiklal Street, the police intervened again and detained 5 people using force.

Members of Tunceli Democracy Platform were tried on charges of "aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members" because of sending fax messages to the authorities on 20 December 2000, after the operations in prisons on 19 December. The trial commenced at Malatya SSC on 31 May. The defense lawyers stated during the hearing that various bar associations and organizations had sent the same fax message to the Ministry of Justice, and that the courts had issued either acquittal decisions or decisions of not being competent in the trials launched against these organizations. The defendants in the trial, EMEP Tunceli Branch Chairman Salih Gündoğan, EMEP Central District Branch Chairman Murat Üldeş, ÖDP Tunceli Branch Chairman Yusuf Cengiz, SİP Tunceli Branch Chairman Kenan Aktan, HADEP Tunceli Branch Chairman Ali Can Öncü, HADEP executive Hıdır Aytaç, Genel İş Trade Union Branch Chairman Hasan Çiçek, Tunceli Bar Association Chairman Hüseyin Aygün, former Eğitim Sen Branch Chairman Kemal Tutar and teacher Süleyman Güler were acquitted at the end of the trial.

The police prevented members of the Rights and Freedoms Platform to read out a press statement on the death fasts at Taksim Square in İstanbul on 7 May. Ten people, including Oya Gökbayrak were detained. 

On 13 May thousands of people demonstrated at Beyazıt Square in İstanbul, demanding an end to the death fasts and a re-start of negotiations between the authorities and the prisoners. Many political parties and associations supported this demonstration. Around 1pm the police prevented people, who gathered at Beyazıt Square, from marching towards the bus stations in Beyazıt in order to come together with another group. The group started to march towards Aksaray, but the police dispersed them by force. Many people were detained during the incident and the police harassed some journalists. The crowd assembled again at Beyazıt bus station, but they were stopped once again when they started a march towards Sultanahmet Courthouse. In response the demonstrators staged a sit-in for about half an hour. After negotiations with the police, the demonstrators went to the courthouse in smaller groups and filed official complaints with the public prosecutor.

Ankara Governor's Office banned a demonstration to be staged at Kızılay Square in Ankara on 20 and 21 May.

On 21 May a group of relatives of prisoners wanted to see Minister of Justice, Hikmet Sami Türk, but they were not allowed to. The 12 relatives of the prisoners were kept waiting for hours outside the Ministry, and 4 of them were allowed in after long discussions between them and the authorities. The relatives of the prisoners gave the text entitled "the balance sheet of the operation return to life and death fasts" to the secretary of the Minister and left the spot.

On 31 May a group of members of TAYAD staged a demonstration on Nuruosmaniye Street in Eminönü, İstanbul in protest against the F-type prisons. The police dispersed them and detained Özgür Han, Yıldız Gerçek, Hayriye Tepeli and İsmail Karagöz.

In Merzifon district of Amasya former CHP District Chairman Mehmet Ali Yetkin, EMEP District Chairman Sadık Turan, ÖDP District Chairman İlhami Gürbüz and chief editor of Merzifon'un Sesi newspaper Fatih Karaduman were put on trial for signing and publishing a petition on F-type prisons. The defendants, who were charged with "aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members," were acquitted at the end of the trial.

On 13 June the police detained about 50 students under beatings during the students' demonstration against F-type prisons on İstiklal Street in İstanbul.

A crowd of people attempted to read out a press statement at Taksim İstanbul on the 250th day of the death fasts on 24 June, but the police stopped them. Prior to this demonstration, which was attended by about 50-60 people, snipers were placed on the roofs of the buildings around the square and armored police vehicles surrounded the square. At noon the crowd came in order to read out the press statement, but the police dispersed them by force and detained 30 people. The police also prevented journalists from taking pictures while the crowd was dispersed.

Some relatives of the prisoners lodged official complaints with İstanbul Public Prosecutor's Office against Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit, Minister of Justice Hikmet Sami Türk and other authorities because of their attitudes towards the death fasts. Subsequently they were put on trial on charges of "insulting the government." The trial started at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 4 on 10 July. Defendants Müslüm Kaya, Ali Bulut, Naime Kara, Nezahat Alanbay, Fethi Alanbay, Şah İsmail Karagöz, Berran Yıldırım, Huri Yaviç and Kelime Eroğlu attended the hearing, but defendants Süleyman Kartal, Nuriye Özdemir and Rümeysa Ünal did not appear. In her defense Nezahat Alanbay stated that she had signed the petition, but she didn't know what was written in it, as she was illiterate. The trial was adjourned to a later date for other defendants to testify. In the trial the relatives of prisoners are prosecuted with the demand of sentences between 1 year and 6 years in prison.

Nine relatives of prisoners were detained outside the War Academy Headquarters in Maslak, İstanbul. They had come there in order to see President Ahmet Necdet Sezer after the National Security Council meeting on 25 July.

Behiç Aşcı, one of the lawyers from the People's Law Office, lodged an official complaint against officials at the Anti-Terror Branch of İstanbul Police HQ, stating that they had forced some detainees to sign testimonies, which accused him of directing the death fast action. He filed the complaint with İstanbul Public Prosecutor on 7 August and said afterwards: "At the Anti-Terror Branch they forcibly make people sign testimonies, which claim that Vatan journal's chief editor Metin Yavuz, TAYAD Secretary General Tekin Tangün and myself were the ones, who decide on people to start the death fast and those to end it. I lodged an official compliant against the police officers at the Anti-Terror Branch against these plots, threats, insults and their efforts of preventing me from performing my profession." In the press conference a staff member of the journal Tavır, Gamze Mimaroğlu stated that she had been detained in Küçükarmutlu, where the death fast was under way on 29 July and that during her interrogation she had been forced to give a statement against Aşcı, Yavuz and Tangün asserting that they directed the death fast.

The trial launched against 17 people on the accusations that "they had encouraged the prisoners to stage a death fast, they had incited prisoners to continue the death fast after release, because of the health problems due to the death fast and they had disseminated propaganda of illegal organizations," commenced at İstanbul SSC on 12 November. In her defense Marmara Association of Solidarity with Relatives of Prisoners (Marmara-TAYAD) former executive Tekin Tangün stated that the Marmara-TAYAD had expressed its views, when the death fast started and said, "We paid efforts in order to avoid deaths. Despite this fact we have been held responsible for the deaths." Lawyer Behiç Aşcı stated during the hearing that about 80 clients of his had died due to the death fast action so far and said, "I buried at least 40 of them. I respected and loved these people and now I am missing them. Now they claim that I had killed these people. These claims can’t be taken seriously." Lawyer Aşcı defended that even a small child would see that it was impossible to start a trial on the basis of the evidence listed in the case file, and added, "In my mind, the court should issue a decision of acquittal right now." Defendants under arrest were: Tekin Tangün, the chief editor of the journal Vatan Metin Yavuz, Ali Ercan Gökoğlu and Hüseyin Aktepe. The indictment claimed that Tekin Tangün, Metin Yavuz and Ali Ercan Gökoğlu were "members of an illegal organization". Hüseyin Aktepe, lawyer Behiç Aşcı, Hatice Ruken Kılıç, Gamze Mimaroğlu, Egemen Seyfettin Kuşcu, Naciye Barbaros, Yasin Ali Türkeli, Duygu Eğici, Yeter Gönül, İsmail Özmen, Murat Bargu, Feridun Yücel Batu, İbrahim Akın and Veli Hasan Ok were charged with "aiding an illegal organization." The trial was adjourned to 20 March 2002.

Fifteen relatives of prisoners started a 3-day hunger strike after reading out a press statement in HADEP Mersin Branch office on 21 August. Seyhan Alacatay, who read out the press statement in the name of the Initiative of Relatives of Prisoners, said that the circular of the Ministry of Justice dated 15 February had increased the tension in prisons, and continued, "In order to secure the social peace the government should stop negative, arbitrary and illegal interventions in prisons and should declare a general amnesty."

On 28 August the police detained some relatives of prisoners, when they went to the Presidential Residency in Çankaya Ankara in order to get an appointment for a meeting with President Ahmet Necdet Sezer. At noon 7 relatives of the prisoners went to the residency and 3 of them entered in order to give a petition. However, they could not find any authorized person to speak to and they declared that they would not leave the spot until they saw President Sezer or another authorized person. After that the police harassed and detained them. In İstanbul Alibeyköy the police obstructed the press conference that would be held by 4 hunger strikers, Sabri Diri, Tekin Yıldız, Aydın Hanbayat and Murat Şahin. The police confiscated the cameras of the journalists and only allowed a chat between the journalists and the hunger strikers.

Representatives of 15 women associations gathered outside Galatasaray Post Office in İstanbul on 9 September in order to post the letters expressing their solidarity with female prisoners. The women wanted to read out a press statement after posting the letters and post cards, but were obstructed by the police. Upon this the women made their statement in writing. In this statement they declared that they would continue posting letters until the isolation policies and deaths in prisons ended. They said, "It is the State, who is responsible for the deaths and ill-treatment in the prisons."

A crowd of people attempted to hold a demonstration at İstanbul Taksim Square on 20 October, the first anniversary of the death fast. The police dispersed the crowd by force and detained 20 people.

1 DECEMBER 2000 "ONE-DAY STOP WORKING" ACTION

In 2001 laborers staged many demonstrations because of the economical crisis, which has been lasting for a couple of years.

On 1 March KESK organized a demonstration in Diyarbakır in protest against the “exiles” in the State of Emergency Region, but the police obstructed the demonstration. The police attempted to disperse the civil servants, who gathered in Dağkapı quarter and detained many people, including KESK Chairman Sami Evren for a short time. The detainees were released after the KESK executives read out the press statement.

On 17 March the Labor Platform staged demonstrations in Ankara, İstanbul and Diyarbakır in protest against the last economical program that was announced by the government. During the demonstration at Ankara Yüksel Street 8 people were injured by the police. The demonstrations in other provinces ended without an incident. 

1 December 2000 "One-Day Stop Working" Action
Thousands of civil servants were subjected to investigations for having participated in the "One-Day Stop Working" action, which was organized by the Labor Platform consisting of DİSK, TÜRK-İŞ, HAK-İŞ, KESK, KAMU-SEN and professional organizations. This action was staged countrywide on 1 December 2000 in protest against the government's budget policy and a 10% increase in the wages. In connection with this action the then-Minister of State, Tunca Toskay declared, "we shall initiate legal proceedings against actions violating the law."

After the investigations civil servants were put on trial with the demand of sentences between 4 months and 1 year in prison under Article 236 of the TPC, which bans strikes of civil servants and charges of "violating the Law No. 2911 on Meetings and Demonstrations."

According to a statement made by KESK, a total of 9,758 judiciary investigations and a total of 76,047 administrative investigations were initiated against those, who had participated in the action. According to the statement, 5 civil servants were suspended from duty and 93 civil servants were subjected to “exile” (13 of whom transferred within the province they work and 80 to other provinces).

According to a statement made by the Trade Union of Education, Science and Culture Laborers (Eğitim-Sen), a total of 56,232 teachers were subjected to administrative and judicial investigations for having participated in the action on 1 December 2000. Of these teachers 5,431 were given a disciplinary punishment of "warning" and 1,569 were subjected to "wage cuts", whereas the work places of 133 teachers were changed. 139 teachers were convicted as a result of the judicial investigations, whereas decisions of acquittal or non-prosecution were issued for 2,752 teachers. The trials opened against about 17,000 teachers were under way, said the Eğitim-Sen statement.

In Diyarbakır many civil servants were subjected to investigations. Accordingly, Diyarbakır National Education Directorate started an investigation against 4,137 teachers, technicians and other staff. Heads of schools took defenses of the teachers and other staff in their schools. Eğitim-Sen Diyarbakır Branch executive Medeni Alpkaya disclosed that the punishments to be given at the end of these investigations were in fact against the law and that similar punishments had been annulled with the rulings of Ankara Administrative Court No. 7 on 21 December 1995 and the Fifth Chamber of the Supreme Administrative Court on 21 December 1995.

1 December 2001 Action

The Labor Platform decided to hold demonstrations and make press statements countrywide on 1 December. Ankara Governor's Office did not permit this action. In the official communication sent to the organizations of the Labor Platform, the Governor declared, "no demonstrations will be allowed in Kızılay Square in line with the Law No. 2911 on Meetings and Demonstrations." The organization committee might "choose Sıhhiye Abdi İpekçi Park or the Hippodrome for the action".

Since the Governor banned the press conference at Güvenpark in Kızılay, the police did not allow the demonstrators to march there after having gathered in front of the organizations that formed the Labor Platform. After the negotiations with the Governor, the press statement was read out in Mithatpaşa Street. In Ankara 35 people, including 9 executives of the United Transportation Trade Union, were reportedly detained.

The countrywide demonstrations generally passed without any incident. In Merzifon the police stopped the demonstrators marching towards Cumhuriyet Square where a press statement should be read out and detained Eğitim-Sen Branch Chairman Mehmet Saydam, Eğitim-Sen Branch executive Murat Özhan, EMEP executive Erhan Aydoğan, ÖDP executive Tuğrul Saltık and Cem Yurduseven, Nesrin Çulha and Deniz Erime. The police obstructed the demonstration that should be held in Bitlis. Demonstrations were banned in Batman, Diyarbakır, Mardin and Tunceli. For this reason, members of the Labor Platform could only read out press statements in these provinces.

8 MARCH WOMEN'S DAY

Incidents on 8 March Women's Day happened in İzmir, Kocaeli, İstanbul, Zonguldak, Diyarbakır, Mersin, Ankara, Van and Aydın. The police dispersed the demonstrators by force and detained many people.

The police intervened in the demonstration that was to be held by the HADEP women at İzmir Kadifekale, and detained 241 people, including HADEP İzmir Branch Chairman Ali Yavuz. The detainees, most of them women, were taken to İzmir Police HQ. 

In Kocaeli 18 people were detained during the action entitled "World Laborer Women's Day" on 6 March. The detainees were taken to the Court House the next day. The police dispersed a crowd of people waiting outside the courthouse. During this incident the police detained about 180 people, including Tüm Bel Sen Kocaeli Branch Chairwoman Bedriye Yıldızeli, Eğitim Sen Kocaeli Branch Chairman Nihat Değer, EMEP Kocaeli Branch Chairman Çetin Güzel and ÖDP Kocaeli Branch Chairman Dursun Sevim. 

In İstanbul the police surrounded the offices of ÖDP, SİP, EMEP and HADEP district branches at Kadıköy İskele Square, and detained 26 people, including MP candidates from ÖDP and SİP, Can Hasanoğlu and Aysel İçil, respectively. The detainees were released in the evening, except for Aysel İçil, who would reportedly be taken to the Court. The police intervened in the action that would be staged by HADEP women in İstanbul Şirinevler and detained about 100 women, most of them HADEP members.

In Zonguldak Eğitim Sen members Aliye Uzunovalı, Yavuz Aydın, Metin Özçelik, Mustafa Bacı, HRA members Necdet Özsaygı and Şükran Sümer, SES Zonguldak Branch Chairwoman Aliye Erdaş and SES member Nazlı Bahadır were detained by the police on 5 March, while they were distributing leaflets on the activities that would be held on 8 March. The court arrested the detainees the next day on the grounds that "they had disseminated separatist propaganda with the leaflets."

The State of Emergency Region Governor's Office did not give permission to the activity that would be staged on the Dalokay underground bazaar by Diyarbakır Women Platform. Upon this decision, thousands of people assembled outside the Municipality Theater building. The police attempted to detain a youth during this activity and this attempt led to tension, during which Diyarbakır Women Platform Spokeswoman Ayla Akat and many women were slightly injured.

In Mersin the police intervened in the demonstration and detained 28 people. In Aydın members of HADEP, EMEP, ÖDP and HRA attempted to make a press statement after having assembled on the Love Road. The police did not permit this press statement, and stopped the group, when they started to march. The police detained three people when the group members read out the press statement outside HADEP branch office. Besides, 3 people were detained when they attempted to read out a press statement outside the HRA branch office.

Pressure by the police was overwhelming during the meeting held in Ankara by the Ankara Women Platform. The police frequently stopped people addressing the crowd and they also interrupted slogans and confiscated some placards. Besides, they confiscated the ID cards of the members of the Union of Laborer Women when they arrived at the meeting place, and detained a woman named Münevver İlnur.

In Van about 3,000 women assembled in Beşyol quarter and they attempted to march towards the HADEP Branch office after the press statement was read out, but the police stopped them. In reaction most of the women staged a sit-in and the police detained 7 women among the demonstrators.

In Balıkesir the Governor did not give permission to the demonstration that would be held on 8 March.

NEWROZ CELEBRATIONS

In 2001 Newroz celebrations started before 21 March. In İstanbul Kasımpaşa the police detained the children A. D. (11), R. Altun (9), F. Ç. (12) and H. İ. (11) when they made a fire for celebrating Newroz in the evening of 16 March. The children were kept at Kasımpaşa Police Station until midnight. After having been released H.İ. said that the police officers had asked them "Do you love Apo?" and he related what they had gone through as follows: “They kicked, punched us. They pointed their guns at us. We began to swear at them. They were staring at us and continuously laughing." A.D. said, “They beat us, kicked and punched us in the car. They forced us to listen to the national anthem. When we lost our voice because of screaming they told, 'Shout louder; our superintendent cannot hear you.' They were mocking at us calling us terrorists." Having heard about the detention of the children, their mothers went to the police station. One of the mothers, Şemse Altun said, "We were talking in Kurdish between ourselves as we do not know Turkish. The police told us, 'It is forbidden to speak Kurdish outside the police station; speak Turkish.' When we said that we did not know Turkish, he replied, 'Why don't you know? You are obliged to know Turkish if you are living in this country'."

During the Newroz celebrations in Diyarbakır many people were detained, including HADEP Diyarbakır Branch executive Mazlum Öncel. The names of some of these people, who were detained during raids of their houses, were: Bilal Becerikli, Fatih Becerikli, Sabri Taşlık, Murat Taşlık, Remziye Taşlık, Bayram Taşlık, Nuri Temel, Mehmet Aktar, Umut Tekin, Bari Erdem and Abdurrezak Akın.

In Göztepe quarter of İstanbul Bağcılar 30 people were detained during house raids following the Newroz celebrations.

In Mersin 14 people were detained during the Newroz celebrations that were held in various quarters in the night of 18 March to 19 March. The police confiscated leaflets published by HADEP İzmir Branch by decision of İzmir Public Prosecutor. In Bitlis and Tekirdağ the authorities did not give permission for celebrating Newroz. In Antep the Penal Court No. 2 banned the EMEP branch's leaflet, which was titled “Happy Newroz.” The decision was reportedly issued because of the words "Newroz" and "Kawa" in the leaflets. On 19 March the police detained EMEP Antep Branch executive Hasan Yıldırım and EMEP members Özgül Yatar, Fatma Yatar, Eşref Karadağ, Aydın Karadağ and Yusuf Karagün while they were distributing leaflets. The detainees were released the same day. 

The police intervened in the Newroz celebrations in İstanbul. Actually, the Governor banned the celebrations one day before Newroz, as he had done last year. Despite the ban, the celebrations took place in many quarters of İstanbul, first and foremost in Topkapı. People assembled in Topkapı starting from early morning on 21 March. The police took strict security precautions and surrounded the area. The demonstrators made fires and danced around them in large groups. The police attempted to prevent these groups from coming together. This attempt led to tension between the police and a crowd of about 2,000 people. The crowd protested the attitude of the police by staging a sit-in, and then they started a march. They blockaded the E-5 Highway for some while. The police also chased some demonstrators.

Armored vehicles were sent to Dolapdere in İstanbul Beyoğlu when some people made fires there. One person was detained. 

The police stopped busses, which were taking some people from Pendik to Topkapı for the celebrations, and detained 40 people. In Sarıgazi a crowd of people held a demonstration after blockading the road for traffic. This demonstration ended when soldiers were sent to the region.

In Yalova celebrations were banned by the police, and the police detained about 120 people when they celebrated the Newroz despite the decision of ban.

The Newroz celebrations continued in the night of 21 March and on 22 March. About 400 children assembled in Hacıhüsrev quarter of Beyoğlu in the night of 21 March and they attempted to march to Taksim Square. The police dispersed the children. The police shot into the air in order to disperse the celebrations at Akdeniz Street in İstanbul Nurtepe. In Karasu quarter of Adana the police dispersed the demonstrators, who put on fires and danced halay, and detained 7 people. The police shot into the air in order to disperse the crowd celebrating Newroz in Şakirpaşa quarter.

In Güzelvadi quarter of Antep the police detained 26 people while they were celebrating Newroz.

About 60 people were detained during the celebrations in Elazığ, Kars, Mardin, Tunceli, Urfa, Bingöl, Batman, Antalya, Kayseri, Trabzon, Erzincan, Şırnak and Giresun, and in Cihanbeyli and Ereğli districts of Konya.

HADEP Women Commission members Viyan Abi and Elif Talay who were detained in Van following the Newroz celebrations were arrested on 25 March. Their relatives disclosed that Abi and Talay had been tortured in detention and Viyan Abi had been hospitalized twice while in detention because of the torture inflicted on her.

HADEP Van Branch Youth Commission members Nurettin Kızıltaş and Lokmaz Gezgin, who had been detained before the Newroz celebrations disclosed that the police had threatened them with death in detention.

In Mersin 16 people were detained following the Newroz celebrations. Among them Cüneyt Erdoğan, Fırat Özkan, HADEP Akdeniz Town Branch Youth Commission Chairman Bayram Sabah, Sabri Orhan, Hikmet Bayhan, Lokman Azgan, Ali Baykara, Mesut Çağan, Mustafa Ilgen, Mehmet Toraman and Salih Kaya were arrested on 28 and 29 March.

Twenty-nine students of İstanbul University Faculty of Literature, who had been dismissed or suspended from school in December for "having participated in the Newroz celebrations," applied to the Regional Administrative Court for the annulment of the decision of the university.

PROTESTS BY OWNERS OF SMALL BUSINESS (SHOP-OWNERS)

In April owners of mall business (shop-owners) staged demonstrations en masse for the first time because of the economical crisis. Hundreds of thousands of shop-owners participated in the demonstrations, which were staged in many districts and provinces starting from 4 April. Incidents broke out during the demonstrations in Ankara and Konya. Hundreds of people were injured during these incidents, shops and vehicles were damaged and many people were detained.

Out of the people, who were detained during the clashes between the police and the demonstrators in Ankara, 54 were put on trial on 9 April on charges of "holding an illegal demonstration." The defendants were released pending trial after testifying at Ankara Penal Court No. 6. Nine people were arrested on 16 April, and they were put on trial on charges of "acting in violation of the Law No. 2911 on Meetings and Demonstrations" and "resisting officers on duty," whereas 146 people were put on trial on charges of "acting in violation of the Law No. 2911 on Meetings and Demonstrations." Ankara Public Prosecutor's Office objected to the release of 16 people. Ankara Criminal Court No. 8, who reviewed the objection, issued decisions of arrest against 14 of the 16 people. In Konya, 11 of the detainees were arrested on 8 April on charges of "inciting the people, resisting police officers on duty and provocation."

The governors of Kayseri, Malatya, Elazığ, Konya, Kütahya, Yozgat, Adıyaman, Ankara, Antalya, Maraş and Van decided to ban all meetings and demonstrations because of the incidents that broke out during the demonstrations in Ankara and Konya on 11 April. 

DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST “FRAUD AND POVERTY”

Demonstrations organized by the “Labor Platform” for 14 April against “Fraud and Poverty” passed without serious incidents. Only in Antep clashes occurred when a group of demonstrators wanted to march towards the city center. The police detained many protesters. 

In Batman trade unionists wanted to march after reading out a press statement. The police detained Tek-Gıda-İş Batman Branch Chairman Mahmut Ekin, Petrol-İş Branch Chairman Nimetullah Sözen, Petrol-İş Secretary General Mehmet Aydın, Belediye-İş Branch Chairman Medeni Ağılgat and Eğitim-Sen Branch Chairman Hikmet Kahraman. The police announced that a total of 266 people had been detained in the whole of the country.

In Çorum the police intervened when a group of people wanted to read out a press statement in public. 112 people were detained. 103 of these people were released by the prosecutor whereas the Labor Platform Spokesman Mehmet Patlar, Halil Özbent, Muharrem Özünel, Adnan Tengiz, Garip Özgür, Abdullah Aydınlı, İsmail Öztorun, Nihat Filiz and Fikret Çalağan were released by the court. 

1 MAY LABOR DAY

1 May World Labor Day was celebrated with demonstrations in many provinces. Nothing serious happened during these demonstrations except for the one in Diyarbakır, where the Governor’s Office banned the demonstration. The police dispersed a group of about 150 people, consisting of members of the Labor Platform and HADEP when they attempted to read out a press statement in Sur quarter. Among the demonstrators were HADEP Diyarbakır Chairman Ali Ürküt and HRA Deputy Chairman Osman Baydemir. A short-lasting clash took place between the police and the demonstrators during the police intervention. The police detained some demonstrators. 

During the demonstration at Dağkapı quarter of Diyarbakır the police dispersed the people by force. According to HADEP, 11 executives of the HADEP branch were detained and Central District Branch executive Şerif Camcı and HADEP members Metin Tekdemir, Emin Ok and Celal Akşit were injured. The police intervened once again when a group of about 300 assembled at Dağkapı a second time. 

About 40 thousand people participated in the demonstration in İstanbul Şişli Abide-i Hürriyet Square and the demonstration was peaceful in general. The police intervened when 6 people attempted to stage an unauthorized demonstration at Taksim Square. The demonstration in Ankara ended without any incidents. 

1 SEPTEMBER WORLD PEACE DAY

Pressure on HADEP in various provinces started weeks before the meeting “1 September World Peace Day" which was planned to be held by HADEP in Ankara. According to HADEP, thousands of people were detained in the course of events. HADEP branches in various provinces faced impediments to their activities for the meeting starting from mid-August. Many executives and members of the HADEP branches were detained for short periods and repeatedly as part of these impediments.

During the raid against the HADEP Bingöl Branch office on 17 August the police detained HADEP Bingöl executives Yaşar Yurtsever, Mehmet Boğakan, Mehmet Bulut, Mehmet Çiçek, Saadet Gündoğdu, and central district executives Ali Koç, Hikmet Arat, Orhan Armutçu and Halis Seçer. The detainees were released the next day.

In Bismil district of Diyarbakır Mehmet Karaca, Hüseyin Kolay, Mehmet Güneş and Şükrü Erdem were detained on 18 August while they were carrying out activities for the demonstration on 1 September World Peace Day. In Hazro district of Diyarbakır HADEP Branch Deputy Chairman Hamit Ergin and treasurer Tahsin Kaçan were detained on 19 August.

The police raided the HADEP Bingöl Branch office on 20 August in connection with the invitations printed for 1 September World Peace Day. Yaşar Yurtsever, Ali Koç, Mehmet Boğakan, Mehmet Bulut, Mehmet Çiçek, Saadet Gündoğdu, Hikmet Arat, Orhan Pamukçu and Halis Seçer were detained during the raid. The HADEP members were released after 24 hours and stated that they had been subjected to degrading treatment in detention. 

Special team members and the police raided a meeting held by HADEP Deputy Secretary General Sevahir Bayındır, Batman Branch Chairman Murat Ceylan and other executives of the HADEP branch in Petrolkent quarter of Batman on 19 August. No one was detained during the raid. On 20 August Sultan Acar, Muteber Yılmaz, Nurettin Kaya and Abdulkerim Aslan preparing for the 1 September meeting were detained in Batman. The HADEP members were released after giving their testimonies.

HADEP Adana Branch executive Hüsnü Adıbelli was detained on 21 August while he was distributing the invitations to the HADEP meeting on 1 September. Adıbelli was released in the evening of the same day.

HADEP Ardahan Branch Chairman Metin Sanin and Central District Chairman Kemal Özer were detained on 22 August while they were carrying out activities for the meeting in Ankara.

HADEP Adana Branch Chairman Fatih Şanlı, Branch Secretary Ahmet Yıldız, Seyhan District Branch Chairman Ahmet Gül, District Branch Secretary Kadri Yağmur, Yüreğir District Chairman Zeki Sekin, District Secretary Ferit Tatlı and Küçükdikili Town Secretary Cabbar Dere were detained on 22 August because of preparations for the HADEP meeting on 1 September. The HADEP executives were released the same night. However, they were detained once again the next day and taken to the prosecutor's office, but released later.

The police raided the HADEP offices in İskenderun, Erzin and Dörtyol district and Payas town of Hatay on 24 August, and detained İskenderun Branch Chairman İbrahim Polattaş, branch executive Yusuf Altaş, Erzin District Branch Chairman Hüseyin Kur and Dörtyol District Branch Chairman Mahmut Yörük. 

The police raided the HADEP office in Beşiri district of Batman on 25 August. The police detained HADEP Branch Chairman Derviş Bulut and HADEP members Cevdet Özkök, İzettin Kaya and Mahsun Toğrap.

In İkiköprü town of Beşiri HADEP Branch Chairman Zeki Kanaş and executive Sabri Aksoy were detained on 26 August. Kanaş and Aksoy were released later.

In Diyarbakır HADEP members Edip Polat, Salih Tekin, Gülay Tekin, Halise Batki, A. Rezzak Akın, Seher Yıldırım, İrfan Özen, Muazzez Leygara and two other persons were detained in the night of 27 August while visiting some houses in order to invite people to the meeting on 1 September. 

The police raided HADEP Urfa Branch office and Urfa office of the newspaper Yedinci Gündem on 28 August. Yedinci Gündem newspaper's representative Ramazan Pekgöz, HADEP Branch Chairman Musa Farisoğulları, Central District Branch Chairman Mehmet Ural, Women Commission Secretary Ayşe Demir, executives Bozan Kırgözoğlu, Gülsüm Yazar, Selime Peynir and another person were detained during the raids. The detainees were taken to the Prosecutor's Office on 29 August and were released without even giving testimonies.

On 30 August the police raided the HADEP offices in Bitlis and its districts Güroymak and Tatvan. The search during the raids continued for about one hour, and the police confiscated leaflets titled "Call for Peace" which had been banned by Antep Public Prosecutor. Besides, the police detained HADEP Bitlis Branch Chairman M. Nezir Karabaş, HADEP members and executives Serten Başboğa, Önder Okuyucu, Abdülmenaf Akkurt, Hüseyin Akay, Hüsamettin Akdeniz, Çetin Yılmaz, Rahmetullah Tekin, Kemal Kılıçkıran, Sabahattin Çapkan, Nizamettin Yıldırım, Suat Dindar, Mehdi Oral, Suat Altın and Cahit Kılıç on charges of "distributing invitations without a permission." The detainees were released after testifying.

On 28 August the Governor of Ankara rejected the HADEP application to hold celebrations on 1 September World Peace Day in the Hippodrome. According to the ban "a military march would be held in the Hippodrome area on 30 August, and it would not be possible for the soldiers to leave the area until 1 September with their vehicles and other equipment."

After the decision HADEP opened a case to reverse the decision. Ankara Administrative Court No. 4 rejected the request. In the statement to court the Governor's Office did not mention the earlier excuse and asserted that "the meeting had connections with the PKK and that the governor had been entitled to ban any activity that would possibly disturb the public peace and incite the public." 

After the rejection of its application HADEP decided to organize a collective press conference at the same time and place. People, who wanted to attend the press conference in Ankara, were obstructed. During the incidents one person died, hundreds of people were injured and many others were detained.

At about 11pm on 31 August groups of people assembled in İstanbul Zeytinburnu, Bağcılar, Küçükçekmece and Kartal in order to take buses to Ankara for participating in the action the next day. However, the police dispersed them by force. Zeynel Durmuş (20) and Yaşar Özdurak (19) entered the HADEP Zeytinburnu branch office while trying to avoid detention. They fell down into an empty space between buildings in the dark. Durmuş died on the spot whereas Özdurak was injured. The police detained some 200 people during this incident. One of the detainees, HADEP Zeytinburnu Branch Chairman Zülfü Yasan was arrested on 2 September. The trial launched against him and 36 other detainees started at Zeytinburnu Penal Court No. 2 on 26 September. Zülfü Yasan was released in this hearing. The trial is under way.

Among 195 people, who were detained in İstanbul during separate incidents in Fatih and Zeytinburnu in the night of 31 August, HADEP Sultanbeyli District Branch Chairman Kudbettin Üşenç, Ümraniye District Branch Chairman Yusuf Filizer, Üsküdar District Chairman Bilal Algünerhan and HADEP İstanbul Branch executive İrfan Çalış were arrested on 4 September.

53 executives or members of HADEP were put on trial at Zeytinburnu Penal Court No. 1 on charges of "holding an illegal demonstration." The trial started on 11 October. The remanded defendants Kudbettin Üşenç, Yusuf Filizer, Bilal Algünerhan and İrfan Çalış were released in the hearing. The trial was adjourned to 5 February 2002.

On 1 September people gathered in Topkapı İstanbul for the funeral of Zeynel Durmuş. The police used tear gas and shot into the air to disperse the crowd and detained several hundred people. The next day a crowd of people gathered outside the HADEP office in Zeytinburnu. The police used tear gas and water cannons and detained many people including HADEP İstanbul Branch Chairman Doğan Erbaş and executives Esra Çiftçi, Ali Uçan, Ali Ekber Uğuz, Evrim Yılmaz, Aziz Tunç, Sema Polat, Sunullah Altan and Sebahattin Hallı. The police did not allow the HADEP executives to bring the coffin to the HADEP office for a ceremony and the coffin was directly sent to Nusaybin for the funeral.

In Diyarbakır people gathered at Kantar crossroad starting from early morning on 31 August in order to wait for the buses that would take them to Ankara. The police dispersed them by continuously shooting into the air. During the incidents many people were injured, including 8 police officers, and over 100 people were detained. Besides, the police did not allow the buses to go to Ankara. According to the statement by Diyarbakır Police HQ, 25 people were injured during the incident, 14 of them police officers, and 28 people were detained. 

The busses from Batman were stopped at the provincial border between Diyarbakır and Batman. Some people were injured during the incidents that broke out here, and over 150 people were detained including HADEP Batman Branch Chairman Murat Ceylan. 104 of the detainees were released on 2 September.

While the travel of the people from Southeast Turkey to Ankara was obstructed, the police also took precaution on the roads to Ankara and in particular at Kızılay Square, the Abdi İpekçi Park and the Hippodrome. During the controls on roads buses were stopped and sent back; hundreds of people were detained at bus terminals, train stations and various other places. In Altındağ (Ankara) some 50 people were detained. While the events unfolded HADEP renounced the press conference. Official statements put the figure for detentions at 877 countrywide. According to the HADEP, 700 people were detained only in Ankara.

In İstanbul a crowd of about 2000 people assembled in Topkapı at noon. The police, who used tear gas to disperse the crowd, detained fifty of the demonstrators.

On 1 September 70 people were detained in Batman, 4 in Mersin and Yalova and 10 people in Gaziantep. In Adana the police dispersed a crowd of about 100 people. During the intervention the police used armored vehicles and truncheons. The arm of Bahri Nikar (19) was broken during the incident. Twenty people were injured in Batman.

In Diyarbakır the police did not allow the HADEP members to make a press statement in Dağkapı. The police did not allow anybody in the area, and detained hundreds of people including 14 executives of HADEP and chairmen of trade unions. The police detained many people during the searches at cafes in Ofis and Vilayet quarters. Out of the people who were detained in this incident, a member of the Initiative of the Mothers of Peace Emine Özbek and HADEP Diyarbakır branch executives Zeynel Bağır and Zübeyde Zümrüt, HADEP Kayapınar Town Chairman Mehmet Akın, HADEP executive Veysel Dallı and another person were arrested by Diyarbakır SSC on 5 September, whereas 59 people were released. In October the SSC Prosecutor's Office opened two cases against 60 people on charges of “membership of an illegal organization" and "aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members." The two cases were unified on 23 November, and Sinan Aydın, Medeni Kaya, Şemsihan Erol, Emine Üzbek, Nesrin Balta and Abdulkadir Çimen were released in the hearing. In the trial the prosecutor charged the arrested defendants Mehmet Akın, Mehmet Veysel Dallı and Şeyhmus Acun under Article 168 of the TPC and the others under Article 169 of the TPC.

In connection with the incidents in Diyarbakır HRA Branch Chairman Osman Baydemir and Diyarbakır Democracy Platform Spokesman Ali Öncü sent telegrams to the Ministry of Interior reproaching the attitude of the police.

In Tatvan district of Bitlis 11 executives of HADEP including the Branch Chairman Hüsamettin Akdeniz were detained on 30 August on the ground that "they had illegally collected money for the activity on 1 September World Peace Day." He and HADEP executives Çetin Yılmaz, Kemal Kılıçkıran, Rahmetullah Tekin, Sabahattin Özel and Mehdi Oğurel were arrested on 3 September, whereas 5 of the detainees were released. HADEP Party Assembly member Abdurrahman Doğar was arrested on 5 September, whereas the prosecutor released HADEP Tatvan branch executives Ramazan Genç and Selahattin Akgün. 

In Kars 23 people were detained during the demonstration held on the night of 3 September. The names of some of the detainees are as follows: Burhan Bülüm, Ersin Ürper, Serhat Bayrambey, Turan Bayrambey, Tamer Nebioğlu, Yasin Topkaya, Seyithan Boçnak, Yaşar Ertaş, Memet Emin Yıldız, Abdulcebbar Yıldız, Murat Bulgan, Ahmet Moğoltay, Taylant Gültekin, Yunus Güneş, Mahmut Boçku, Musa Ateşoğlu, Kurban Güneş, Cengiz Yıldız, Ferhat Eyan and Kadir Moğoltay. Among them HADEP Branch Youth Commission Chairman Burhan Bülüm and Ersin Ürper, Serhat Bayrambey and Turan Bayrambey were arrested on 4 September, whereas the prosecutor released the remaining detainees after 24 hours in detention. The arrested persons were released one week later on objection. Twenty-three people were put on trial on charges of "acting in contravention of the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations and shouting slogans in support of an illegal organization." 

Members of HADEP Tunceli Branch Youth Commission wanted to make a press statement in protest against the incidents in this course. However, the police intervened in this conference on 7 September. The police dispersed the crowd using truncheons and detained HADEP Branch Chairman Alican Ünlü and executives Hıdır Aytaç, İsmail Kasun, Ali Uluer, Erdoğan Sürgeç, Şahin Baba, İbrahim Halil Ateş, Meral Sürgeç, Eylem Sürgeç, Cemal Sürgeç, Zarife Taçyıldız, Uğurhan Çetinkaya, Hüseyin Tonç, Özgür Ateş, Fadime Önlü, Barış Aktan, Zeynel Demir, İbrahim Umay, Mehmet Kayar, Hüseyin Bakıray and Zeki Polat. The detainees were released the same day after testifying to the prosecutor. 

In Van the police drove into a crowd with an armored vehicle during the demonstration held in commemoration of the death of Zeynel Durmuş in Zeytinburnu (İstanbul) on 7 September. During the incident Abdulvahap Turgut (18) was injured.

On 9 September the police detained 19 HADEP Youth Commission members, who attempted to read out a press statement in İstanbul Eminönü for protesting police violence and the death of Zeynel Durmuş. The detainees Hakan Yener, Melih Coşan, Ömer Kalaycı, Şefket Aslan, M. Ali Yılmaz, Yüksel Gözde, Fahrettin Tuncer, Mecit Çelik, Yusuf Erez, Rahmi Basut, Memduh Çalışan, Murat Yazıtekiner, Ercan Bilgili, Halil Salık, Sunullah Altan, Fırat Karakoç, Ercan Şimşek, İsak Aybergüler and Yılmaz Enöl were also beaten while the police apprehended them. Halil Salık was reportedly kept in detention during the night, whereas the remaining detainees were released the same day. 

On 14 November Van SSC heard the case of 4 executives of HADEP, who were detained and arrested, when they wanted to hold a press conference on 1 September World Peace Day. The defendants Ümran Altun, Erhan Yıldız, Bazi Aslan and Municipality Assembly member Cihat Kara were released in the hearing on 14 November.
STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS

Protests against the Council for Higher Education (YÖK)

In Van about 70 students were detained when they staged a demonstration protesting against YÖK during the opening ceremony of Van Yüzüncü Yıl University on 9 October. The students were released later. Notwithstanding, the students Gülşen Barışlı, Suzan Kısıkyol, Melek Durgun, Yusuf Tayhan, Meral Doğan, Gülay Trak and Gülfidan Güç were dismissed from the university for half a year as a result of the disciplinary investigations initiated against them in connection with this protest. 

Students protested against YÖK and its policies with demonstrations held in many provinces on 6 November, on the 20th anniversary of its foundation.

İstanbul Governor's Office banned a meeting against YÖK, organized for 4 November by the youth commissions of EMEP, HADEP, Free Youth and the Youth for Socialist Action. The ban was based on the ground that "security could not be guaranteed."

A group of students assembled on the central campus of İstanbul University early in the morning on 6 November. The students read out a press statement and dispersed after Deputy Rector Prof. Dr. Nur Serter asked the police not to use force and allow the students to read out their statement. Later a crowd of some 500 students gathered at the tram stop in Beyazıt and attempted to march towards Beyazıt Square. Outside the university campus the police dispersed them with pepper gas and truncheons. Many students fainted and fell to the ground, but the police continued to beat them. Other students tried to run away, but were detained under police beatings. The detainees were released the same day. 

In Ankara the police detained many people starting from early morning on 6 November, on the ground that "they were to participate in the protest." There were reportedly some juveniles among the detainees, who were no students at all. At about 12.30pm the police prevented students from marching through Ziya Gökalp Street to Kızılay Square. Upon this the students gathered in Sakarya Street. Having made a statement the students demanded that fellow students, who had been detained in the morning, should be released. The police in turn promised to release the students, if the action was stopped. Upon this the students started to march towards Kurtuluş quarter. Subsequently the students, who had been detained in the morning were brought to Ziya Gökalp Street in buses and released there. At that moment a short clash took place between the police and the students. 

The Dean of Burdur Education Faculty of Süleyman Demirel University initiated a disciplinary investigation against 34 students, who participated in the protest against YÖK on 5 November.

PROTESTS AGAINST WAR

Various protests were staged in Turkey, as in many other countries, in protest against the war atmosphere that was created by the US government's military intervention against Afghanistan with the support provided by NATO countries following the attack in New York on 11 September. The main demand of the protesters was allocation of money to humane policies instead of war. The demonstrators also reproached the attack against Afghanistan.

In İstanbul the police detained executive board members of the HRA, when they attempted to read out a press statement outside Galatasaray Post Office after having posted letters to Taleban leader Molla Omer requesting the release of British journalist Yvonne Ridley in Afghanistan. The detainees Eren Keskin, Gülseren Yoleri, Kıvanç Sert, Oya Ataman, Leman Yurtsever, Zahide Honca, Ümit Efe and Zöhre Yılmaz were released after some time.

The police obstructed the petition campaign by the HRA İstanbul branch. On 6 October a group led by HRA Branch Chairwoman Eren Keskin was stopped on İstiklal Street when they were collecting signatures. The police dispersed the group on the ground that "the campaign was illegal." On the same day some members of trade unions, political parties and NGOs attempted to read out a press statement in Kartal, İstanbul. The police dispersed the group by force and detained 6 people including Hacer Yüksel, a reporter for the daily “Günlük Evrensel” and Nuran Doğan, a reporter for the journal “Atılım”. The journalists were released after a short time. The police reportedly beat one of the detainees, Başar Bölük.

The EMEP Branch in Diyarbakır was not allowed to open stands in various quarters of Diyarbakır in order to collect signatures for the EMEP campaign "No to War." The ban was reportedly issued under Article 11 of the State of Emergency Region Law. 

On 7 October the police detained about 30 women during the war protest staged by members of 16 women organizations outside the ÖDP Istanbul branch office. The police also harassed journalists trying to take pictures during the incident.

In İstanbul 10 people were detained on 8 October when a crowd of some 400 people held a demonstration against the US intervention in Afghanistan in front of the Beyazit mosque. 

On 10 October the police obstructed a meeting by members of the trade union of the office workers (BES) in Ulus quarter of Ankara. The trade unionists read out a press statement in a back street of the quarter as the police did not allow entrance to Ulus.

In Merzifon and Niğde EMEP members were not allowed to distribute leaflets against the war, hunger and poverty.

In Antep the governor banned a panel on "war and its effects on the earth" which was organized by EMEP and HADEP branches. 

On 12 October the police detained 57 “suspicious” people outside the Beyazıt Mosque in İstanbul. 22 people were detained among a crowd of people protesting against the war after the Friday prayers. The police dispersed the crowd using tear bombs. The detainees were released the next day.

In Konya 41 people including 7 women were detained after the Friday prayers on 12 October. The detainees were released the next day.

In Orhangazi district of Bursa 2 people were detained on 12 October during a protest against war.

ÖDP, EMEP, HADEP and SİP decided to hold demonstrations against war in Ankara, Adana, İzmir and İstanbul on 14 October. In Ankara the Governor's Office banned the demonstration titled "Jobs, Bread and Freedom instead of War." The organization committee applied to the administrative court against the ban, which was reportedly taken on the ground that "the demonstration might led to incidents, which would disturb public peace and cast threats against morals and health." The administrative court turned down the appeal against the governor's ban. The Governors of İzmir and Adana also banned the demonstrations that would be held on 14 October.

The governor of İstanbul did not show any reason for banning the demonstration to be held on 14 October at Hürriyet Square in Şişli. In reaction to the ban executive members of SİP and EMEP decided to read out a press statement in Kadıköy on 14 October. However, the police dispersed the group using tear gas and truncheons. 46 people were detained during the incident. The detainees were released in the evening. Songül Tatlı was hospitalized because of blows to the waist. Later, the 46 people were put on trial at Kadıköy Penal Court No. 5. The trial started on 27 December. The defendants stated during the hearing that "it was not necessary to get a permission prior to a press statement that would be made by a political party" and that "the police had dispersed the group without prior warning and when the crowd was about to leave the spot." The trial was adjourned to 13 February 2002. 

In İstanbul University Cerrahpaşa Medical Faculty 7 students were detained when they distributed leaflets signed by “Muslim students” against the US attack on Afghanistan.

In İstanbul Alibeyköy Semra Dindar, Salman Mazı and Düzgün Aslan were detained on 16 October when they distributed leaflets against unemployment, poverty and the war. The detainees were released the same day.

On 19 October the police dispersed a group of people when they staged a demonstration after the Friday prayers in Beyazıt Mosque (İstanbul) to protest against the US attack on Afghanistan. The police threw gas bombs and detained several demonstrators.

On the same day students from Sarıgazi High School in İstanbul held a demonstration outside the school. The gendarmerie detained 3 students.

In Mersin the meeting of the “Platform against the War”, planned to be held on 21 October, was banned by the governor.

In Antep about 700 people protested against the US attack on Afghanistan with a press statement they read out in a public park on 21 October. The “Gaziantep Platform against the War” organized this protest. Following the protest the police detained EMEP Branch Chairman Mecit Bozkurt, HADEP Branch Chairman Abdullah İnce and ÖDP Party Assembly member Mehmet Küçükarslan. TÜMTİS, Tüm Bel-Sen, Eğitim-Sen and SES trade unions also participated in the protest. The detainees were released the same day.

In İnegöl district of Bursa the stand opened by EMEP for collecting signatures against the war, was lifted by the governor.

In Tunceli the governor banned a meeting planned by EMEP to be held under the title of "Jobs, Bread and Freedom instead of War”.

On 1 November some 50 students were detained on the Beyazıt Campus of İstanbul University, when they protested against the US attack on Afghanistan and the economic crisis.

On 3 November the police dispersed a group of people when they staged a demonstration in Okmeydanı İstanbul against the US attack on Afghanistan. The police detained fifteen people. 

In İstanbul the governor banned a panel titled "11 September and the Following Developments", which was scheduled for 16 November by the Platform against the War and İstanbul People's Houses.

On 24 November a crowd of people assembled outside the US Consulate in İstanbul and staged a demonstration against the US attack on Afghanistan. The police dispersed the group and detained about 10 people under beatings.

"No to Unemployment, Poverty, Fraud and the War" march

The march started by DİSK and KESK from various provinces ended in Ankara on 9 November. When the groups arrived in Ankara a demonstration was held in Sıhhiye Square under the slogan of “No to Unemployment, Poverty, Fraud and the War”, and this demonstration ended without any incident. Thousands of people participated in the demonstration.

In İstanbul Aksaray the ICFTU held a meeting on the “Global Action Day of Labor.” The meeting ended without further incidents except for the detention of 15 people, including the chief editor of the journal “İşçi”, Ülkü Dündoğdu. 

In İstanbul Okmeydanı the police detained 3 people among a crowd of shop owners, who staged a demonstration. The name of one of them was given as Veli Özcan.

In Iskenderun 3 teachers were detained when they wanted to read out a press statement.

On 14 November members of İskenderun Democracy Platform attempted to read out a press statement in order to show support with the demonstrators in Ankara, but the police dispersed them and detained Eğitim-Sen District Branch Secretary Coşkun Selçuk, trade union activist Fazlı Alçın and Yılmaz Vurucu. The detainees were released on demand of the Labor Platform.

KESK organized meetings on 27 February in protest against the government as the responsible for the economic crises. The police dispersed the members of KESK when they attempted to stage the protest in Ulus quarter of Ankara, and detained about 30 people. 17 people were detained during the demonstration in Samsun, but further meetings in other provinces ended without serious incidents.

