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5. ENFORCED MIGRATION

Approximately 3 million people were forced to migrate from their places of living in the violent atmosphere created around the Kurdish problem. In addition to those who were forced to abandon their settlements in order to secure their lives, the evacuation of settlements in line with administrative or military decisions became a systematic policy and a method of “internal security operation” in the 1990s. In the State of Emergency Region (OHAL) and in other regions of conflict where the state of emergency was applied, at least 3500 villages and hamlets were totally or partially evacuated. Although practices of evacuation of villages decreased in number in 1997, practices such as pressure to become village guards, embargo on foodstuffs, burning down of the hamlets, gardens and the forests in the periphery of the settlements, ill-treatment and torture imposed during the village raids continued systematically. In addition to total or partial evacuation of the settlements, it became widespread to force certain families or persons to emigrate. (See the chapter on the Kurdish Problem)

The Law on State of Emergency and the Decrees with the Force of Law numbered 285 and 430 empower the Regional Governor with the authority to evacuate villages and restrict entry to and/or exits from villages. Village evacuations in compliance with these legal arrangements and enforced migration in general constituted just a small part of the problem in 1997 as in previous years. It was observed that enforced migration was applied in all the provinces where the practices of “internal security operations” were still in force as well as in the OHAL and “neighboring” provinces. Therefore, the geographical scope of such practices covered all of the Eastern and Southeastern Anatolian territories. According to the information presented by Diyarbakır Regional Bar Association, enforced migration was applied in 121 settlements, either partially or fully in 1997. This policy, which was applied in the Kurdish and Alevite settlements in Sıvas in 1996, spread to the Eastern Black Sea Region in 1997, as well.

It was observed that enforced migration was applied in line with central or local decisions by the security forces rather than those by administrative officials in the OHAL, the authorities subordinated to them, and the administrative authorities in other regions where the “internal security operations” were carried out. It was also determined that every gendarmerie and police station and every unit which carried out the “operations” in the region had the de facto authority for enforced migration, and that such practices were supported with an administrative decision when needed. In his testimony before the Parliamentary Investigation Commission, Mardin Governor Fikret Güven said: “It is necessary to persuade the General Staff for solution of the migration problem.” Algan Hacaloğlu, a Committee member, stated: “Even the sergeant majors are entitled with the authority to evacuate villages on the pretext of security.” The practice included the burning down and destruction of settlements or some houses, fields and gardens in these settlements. The ways for claiming rights against such practices were blocked legally or in practice.

In the briefings given to various groups in 1997, the General Staff Chief Office claimed that the practices of enforced migration were “mandatory for the defense of the State.” For instance, in the briefing given to the YÖK (Higher Education Council), rectors, deans, and lecturers of universities by the General Staff Chief Office in the General Staff Headquarters, it was stated that “the PKK was wiped out of the mountains which were used by the PKK as natural bases in the past through the field dominance and strategy concepts” which were applied as of 1993. In the briefing, it was disclosed, “the villages evacuated in accordance with a specific plan despite the criticisms deprived the PKK of their logistical facilities.”

The limited information on enforced migration and the lack of the conditions of conducting independent research led to different explanations by various institutions and authorities. For instance, there has been a significant fall of 53 percent in the population of Tunceli within the last 4 years. In the “Report on Tunceli” published by the Youth Branch of the CHP in December, it was stated that 800 of 1,035 hamlets in Tunceli were evacuated and some of them were put on fire.

In a press conference held in September, then Deputy Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit said the following in connection with the evacuated villages: “Due to the bad practice by the ex-government, 3,180 villages and hamlets had to be evacuated due to the obligatory measures taken against the separatist terror. 370,000 villagers had to leave their villages. In the same period, 2,076 schools were closed and 7,750 teachers were needed in the region. Due to such deficiencies, 117,000 children were deprived of education.”

Approximately 3 million people who were pulled away from their settlements and the places of living where they made their living through productions were deprived mostly of their fundamental rights to accommodation, nutrition, health and education. Mostly the children were affected by enforced migration. In addition to the children who worked on the streets or who begged, the number of children living on the streets rose especially in Diyarbakır, Adana, Mersin and İstanbul. While doctors and Medical Chambers regarded the enforced migration as a public health problem, it was observed that there were no official attempts to protect other fundamental rights of those who were forced to migrate. 

a) The Parliamentary Commission of Investigation into Enforced Migration

The political attempts regarding enforced migration and violations of the rights caused by the enforced migration were in no proportion to the scope of the problems. Starting its activities on 18 June, the Parliamentary Commission of Investigation into Enforced Migration carried out joint activities with the governors’ offices of provinces with an inflow of migration in the Mediterranean and Aegean Regions. As a consequence of the activities carried out by the Parliamentary Commission (
) under the chairmanship of RP Diyarbakır MP Haşim Haşimi, it was declared that 3,380 villages and hamlets were evacuated in the region (the official figures) until 1997. The Commission determined that 88 percent of those who were forced to leave their villages wanted to return to their villages.

The Commission invited HRA Chairman Akın Birdal, HRFT and TMMOB Chairman Yavuz Önen, and Mazlum-Der Chairman Yılmaz Ensaroğlu to its meeting in November. Akın Birdal said in his speech before the Commission: “The problem of the region cannot be settled in an atmosphere where the Turkish Parliament is under the control of the National Policy Security Document and where the Kurdish problem remains unresolved.” DSP MP Cihan Yazar replied: “There is no Kurdish problem in Turkey; and the Parliament is not under control.” Birdal stated that the problem could not be resolved as long as the existence of the Kurdish problem was not admitted and the supervision over Parliament was not abolished: “The problem is the Kurdish problem. The problem cannot be settled with palliative projects such as the establishment of central villages or field reform. Nor cannot it be solved with security precautions. A viable peace cannot be reached unless a democratic solution is found for the current problem in the region.”

The Commission went to Mardin in December and carried out investigations in Mardin and its districts. In the meeting, Mardin Governor Fikret Güven stated that 100 villages with a total population of 10,000 were evacuated in Mardin: “We should not regard everybody as terrorists. If there are two terrorists in a village, they cannot determine the destiny of the entire village. You cannot be unfair to those who are innocent. Are those who gave bread to the PKK traitors? Spend a night on that mountain on your own, the following day, I’m sure you will give all you have to the PKK.” The Commission members were not allowed to go to Cilîn (Çınarönü) village of Sürgücü town of Mardin. When the delegation learnt that the soldiers blockaded Cilîn and many elderly people were still staying in the village, they wanted to visit the village, but they were told that Çınarönü was totally evacuated and there was nobody in the village.
The Commission completed its report at the end of 1997. The report stated that village evacuations were “not legal,” and that the data from the Governor of the State of Emergency Region did not reflect the facts. The report also disclosed that it remained unclear how many settlements were evacuated, and who migrated where, but it was sure and that people had been expelled arbitrarily from their places of living. For instance, Tunceli MP Orhan Veli Yıldırım stated that the official data representing the number of the evacuated villages were false, and although it was officially disclosed that Baylık, Çemçeli, Yeşilkaya and Ulukale villages were fully settled, these villages were totally empty.
The report cited the Governor of the State of Emergency Region, stating that a total of 820 villages and 2,345 hamlets had been evacuated, and 378,335 people from 57,314 houses in 3,165 settlements had migrated in 6 provinces where the state of emergency was in force (Diyarbakır, Hakkari, Siirt, Şırnak, Tunceli and Van) and in 5 neighboring provinces (Batman, Bingöl, Bitlis, Mardin, Muş). In the report, it was noted that the official data did not reflect the facts and that the records on the places to where people emigrated had not been kept as necessary. According to official data, 85 villages and 178 hamlets had been evacuated by administrative decisions in provinces outside the State of Emergency Region and “neighboring” provinces. It was stated that village evacuations were “not made on legal grounds,” and that the Governors of the State of Emergency Region who informed the Commission on this issue stated that “they did not use their powers to evacuate the villages,” and that the archive inspection of the Governorate of the State of Emergency Region revealed that the villages were not evacuated by the relevant authority.

Outside the State of Emergency Region, the Committee found that 8 villages and 45 hamlets were evacuated in Ağrı, 12 villages and 8 hamlets in Kars, 15 villages in Erzurum, 17 villages and 70 hamlets in Erzincan, 1 village in Sıvas, 4 villages and 20 hamlets in Urfa, 10 villages and 12 hamlets in Adıyaman, 9 villages and 4 hamlets in Iğdır, 9 villages and 19 hamlets in Elazığ (85 villages and 178 hamlets totally).

Aydın Aslan, who was assigned Governor of the State of Emergency Region on 2 September, alleged that “The archive of the regional governorate was examined thoroughly and there was not a village evacuated upon an official order by the regional governorate and this authority was never used.” Hayrettin Kozakçıoğlu, who served as Governor of the State of Emergency Region between 12.01.1987 and 02.08.1991, asserted “he did never order a village evacuation, and they placed the villagers who had been attacked by the terrorist organization in suitable places by assisting those who made their homes, and there were no village evacuations apart from these activities.” Of the other Governors of the State of Emergency Region, Necati Çetinkaya (17.08.1991-29.01.1992), Ünal Erkan (21.02.1992-01.11. 1995) and Necati Bilican (12.04.1996-24.07.1997) claimed that they had not used their power of village evacuation, and the people “abandoned their settlements due to the insecure environment caused by the terror.” Ünal Erkan alleged that he had not received any demand for village evacuation while he was in charge, and he had not used such an authority. Putting forward that the people were forced to abandon their settlements by the PKK, Erkan asserted that there were no incident of village evacuation before 1984, for there were not any “terrorists” in those times. Necati Çetinkaya claimed that “the State made people to emigrate due to security reasons assuming that the presence of those people in their settlements constituted a great danger for their lives.” Ünal Erkan said: “people migrated due to economic reasons as well; some of them migrated on their free will while most of them were reluctant to emigrate; those who emigrated were not left unprotected, the state helped them, but continual economic means and opportunities could not be provided apart from meeting their needs for accommodation, nutrition and clothes, which enabled them at least to survive; and approximately 7000 residences were built” while he was in power. Necati Bilican pretended on the allegation that “the state had had great difficulties in protecting each hamlet, so they wanted them to come to a better place where they could be protected by the state; there were some villages which aided and sheltered the organization secretly. The villagers did not know what to do while the state was fighting against these villages. Under these circumstances, the state had considered the idea of villagers’ preserving their living conditions in some other place, and this incident was not to be regarded as the use of force.”

Former Diyarbakır Governor Doğan Hatiboğlu stated that there was no coordination among the institutions, that they were generally informed of village evacuations just on the brink of the evacuation or right after the evacuation as a result of notifications by the headmen and inhabitants of the villages; and no one cared about the questions of “who evacuates the villages and why?” Some of the village headmen heard by the Commission stated that they had to leave their villages since the neighboring villages agreed to become village guards and they were caught between two fires. Diyarbakır Kulp Gendarmerie Commander Captain Feramuz Küçük alleged that the villagers migrated for economical reasons. 

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

Van Provincial Assembly member Rıza Ertaş said the following in his testimony before the Commission: “Our villages were evacuated due to terror; however, 80 percent of these evacuations were performed by the state, and 20 percent by terrorists. I myself have experienced these incidents. My village was evacuated while M. Yılbaş was a governor. About a week after about 20 village guards in the village handed over their arms, the soldiers came and said, ‘evacuate the village immediately, otherwise we are going to burn down all the village with your property.’ First they burned down my house, and then started to put the entire village on fire. I wanted to file an official complaint with Deputy Governor Bestami Alkan in connection with the burning down of the village. He gave me a pencil and a paper. I wrote down the incident, and I said, ‘The soldiers put the village on fire.’ Then he said to me, ‘Hey, stop it, that will be no good.’ I told him that everything was burned down in daylight. The Deputy Governor told me: ‘No. You are going to write down that the terrorists set the village on fire.’ And he made me write that way. After these incidents, we have not been paid any compensation. Because we cannot even say that the soldiers burned down our houses.”

 KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

In the course of the negotiations on the motion for investigation which led to the formation of the Commission in the Assembly General Board, ANAP Deputy Chairman Salih Yıldırım noted that between 1984 and 1990 the incidents of migration were experienced due to economic difficulties of living (43%), blood feud (6%), regional events (4.5%), and burning down of villages (16%) in the region; after 1990 the migration was a result of the burning down of village (58%), regional reasons (24%), economic difficulties of living (18%), and blood feud (1%). Yıldırım stated that 987 villages (752 completely and 235 partially) and 1676 hamlets were evacuated (1535 completely and 141 partially); thus 2663 settlement units were evacuated (2287 completely and 376 partially) so far, especially between 1993 and 1995. Yıldırım denoted that 3 million people became internally displaced, and the economic loss experienced as a result of the village evacuations was TL 50 trillion. Yıldırım stated that 81 percent of the migrants were unemployed and 35 percent were starving: “The health problems of the people who were exposed to migration are heart-breaking. 50% of the migrants suffer from serious health problems. 33 % have experienced deaths of their children aged between 0-5. 40 % of the children suffer from retarded development.” Yıldırım stressed that the number of the settlements, which were opened to settlement, again was 162, and this figure accounted for only 17 percent of the planned program and 6 percent of the figures in general. Yıldırım said: “Other factors leading to evacuation of settlements are ineffective protection of villages, the villagers’ not agreeing to become village guards and the allegation that they aided the PKK. Murders by unknown assailants, abduction of people, collecting money by threats, the fear of detention and arrest, inactivity of the high plateaus due to prohibition and fear, lack of employment security, insufficient provision of such fundamental rights as education, health and transportation, and the food embargo imposed on people are also among the reasons for village evacuations and migrations.”

The report stated that 358 applications were filed with the European Court of Human Rights in connection with the evacuated villages, that inhabitants of the evacuated settlements on several motives could not apply to the courts effectively in face of “arbitrary practices”. The report noted that this practice was incongruous with human rights and the Constitution, and that the Law on Housing could not be applied since the evacuated villages were regarded as occupied by their inhabitants due to the reason that the village evacuations were not carried out by the Governorate of the State of Emergency Region. The report contained the warning: “Unless the State stops and prevents enforced migration and compensates for the damages and losses of those who were forced to migrate, this problem will remain on top of the agenda in the international arena, the state is to face several sanctions on this issue, and will have great troubles.” The report expressed that a great majority of the migrants were unemployed, a “significant” increase was experienced in contagious diseases such as the hepatitis, dysentery and particularly typhoid fever, most of the health facilities in the region were closed, and those still kept open could not function properly. It was noted that since the required cleaning could not be maintained due to the reason that several migrant families lived together, the disorders and discomforts based on factors such as louse, flea and the scabies had went up decisively: “The psychosomatic disorders resulting from the security atmosphere of the region were quite frequently experienced especially by women and children. The prevailing tension leads to heart diseases in the form of hypertension. Such complaints by women as irregular menstruation periods and even not having periods, and the abortions as well as those of children such as skin trashes, fears, urinating at nights, face skin eruption, itches, and eczema increased substantially. The people go into a depressive state and psychological depression, they do not have confidence in others and the chauvinistic feelings are developing gradually. In brief, just like the soldiers in the region, these people also suffer from the disorder called as Vietnam syndrome.”
In the recommendations section of the report, the following was demanded: an end to ongoing village evacuations; determination of the villages which were evacuated and could not be re-settled any more; nationalization of the real estates which were ruined and determined as improper for re-settlement and compensation of the owners of these estates with the right values; inclusion of the evacuated villages within the scope of disaster areas; encouragement of people to return to villages; termination of the ban on plateaus, and of food controls. In addition, it was emphasized that the conditions put forward for re-settlement of villages should not be converted to pressures for “becoming village guards.”

KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI

Küçük Ali Yitim, who was forced to migrate from Ovacık 12 years ago, has to take care of his 8 children. Yitim replies to the question of “How are you living?” with rage, “How shall we? We are to die of heart attack, either today or the next day. We used to eat honey in our village, but we cannot even find tomatoes here. There is no work here, we’re idle. For God’s sake, may God reform them!”

Hasan Doğan, from Boydaş village of Hozat, relates how they were forced to migrate in 1994 as follows: “The soldiers came. The District Governor promulgated a communication, “Your villages are not secure.” They told us “Evacuate your villages.” After the evacuation, everybody from our village spread over Turkey to different places. I came here to Elazığ. We have not received any protection by the state. They helped in no way.” Hasan Doğan, who cannot work due to his disorders, declares that his 5 children strive to make a living by selling ring-shaped breads and shoe-shining: “We applied several times to the state in order to return to our villages, but they don’t care about us. When we apply to Elazığ Governorate, they tell us: “Make your appeals to Tunceli Governorate.” And Tunceli Governorate says, “You live there,” and does not give permission.”

The villagers who live under the shade of arms do not beg for alms. They just want to cultivate their land and lead their lives with the fulfillment of their right to accommodation: “We do not plead for charities. Now that we live in Tunceli, they are to replace us again in our villages just the way they displaced us from there. I just look for my rights. The state should protect me. It must not ignore me. It should embrace me. It must not deprive me of my rights. We just ask for these. If few people have come here, they must have some fears, and they must have abstained. It is not so easy to live here.”

Ahmet Haraş, the headman of Yüceldi village of Hozat, who was forced to migrate in 1994, stated that they had to abandon their village on orders by soldiers: “We could only bring our property. The remainders were burned down.” Headmen Haraş, who had 7 children, disclosed that he could not work being at the age of 65: “They won’t give me a job. We do not receive any support or aid from the state. They also impose an embargo on us. We apply to the governors. Elazığ Governorate sends us to Tunceli Governorate, and Tunceli Governorate sends us back to Elazığ Governorate. We have not received any assistance yet. I have written petitions to the district administration along with my villagers this year. We just wanted to go back to our village. We stayed there for three days. We could not even see our village. They tell us, ‘Why are you going?’ We told them that the graves of our fathers lay there; we were born and brought up there. They did not let us go. We are making our living through efforts by two children of mine.”

Mehmet Batık, the headman of Çayüstü village of Ovacık, said: “We appealed to the District Governorate in order to return to our villages last year. The District Governorate referred us to the Central Police Station. The Central Police Station referred us to Tornova Gendarmerie Station. The first lieutenant there told us, ‘I cannot give permission. That place is inconvenient.’ I told him ‘For God’s sake! The citizens cannot return to their villages for 4 years. Let us go there for once at least to light up a candle in front of the graves of our fathers. Don’t you feel remorse as a citizen?” Then I invited the villagers. We all gathered in the village. Then I said: “Hey, look, all the villagers have come here, I cannot stop them.” We were going to the village all day long. And at nights we were sheltering under the shade. This year, I went there to make another appeal. They even did not give permission again. We want to return to our villages. If they do not permit us to return to our villages, then they’d better pay our compensations. We cannot be comfortable unless we return to the village. We solely want to return to our village. We appeal to the state; our petitions and appeals get no reply. We have lots of children, daddies. I’ve 7 sons and 4 daughters. We are living under difficult conditions. All the world eats meat, but I cannot even see it once in a month.”

Süleyman Toprak, the headman of Halit Pınar village of Ovacık, was forced to migrate in 1994: “At once, every place was full of soldiers. They said, ‘We have an operation.’ The houses were burned down. I wanted to return to my house after a week. They told me, ‘This place is forbidden.’ I have not seen my village since 1994. There is neither lands, nor houses left. Everything was set on fire. Now as three families, we live in one room. We’re starving, and idle without jobs. I swear that those well and sound died of cancer. They were displaced of their houses and villages. They were all destroyed, extirpated. We are unjustly treated. I cannot bear these things at my age. We are just like slaves, my chap. We want to return to our villages. It is now summer. But what on earth are we to do in winter?” (Emek, 30.09.1997)

KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ

The report by the Parliamentary Commission on Migration contained the following conclusions:

1. The villages and hamlets in the East and Southeast are evacuated by the administrative and political powers on the grounds of the public security in our country.

2. The existence of military conflicts, and the social, economical, cultural and psychological conditions resulting from the conflicts force people in the region to migrate. Sociological research presented the following reasons for enforced migration: 

- The application of the State of Emergency, and the State of Emergency practices, which turned into pressures, the disturbances arising from the special teams, special forces, and the system of village guards;

- The prohibition of plateaus, the food embargo imposed on several regions of fear the illegal armed organization might benefit, the negative impact of the conflict environment on economical life of the families and institutions;

- The anxieties that the household heads feel for the future of their children;

- The oppression by the armed illegal organizations towards the villages and hamlets that do not support them;

3. The evacuations of villages and hamlets to the effect of the transformation of a wide geographical area into an active operational field in the Southeast by the security units have not been executed within the frame of the authorities acknowledged in the Law on the State of Emergency. Since the village evacuations were not carried out on legal background, the state has not taken any responsibilities for placement, feeding and settlement of those, who were displaced from their villages; the Law on Housing could not be implemented.

4. Those who were forced to migrate firstly sheltered in their relatives’ houses in thee nearest district or province, and those who did not have such acquaintances had to shelter in parks, garages, constructions and sometimes in public places. In some cities such as Van, Diyarbakır and Şırnak, some families were accommodated in houses built by the Governorates. However, a great majority of those who were forced to migrate are still not accommodated in healthy and safe settlements. 

5. A great majority of the migrants are deprived of a healthy settlement place, adequate nutrition, health services, education and living conditions. Some contagious diseases and some other disorders are spreading among migrants and these problems are carried to other cities of the country.

6. When the migrants come into the cities, they fall into the traps of the land gangs. This fact constitutes a significant problem for both the migrants and the state whose land is plundered. 

7. The unemployed youths are oriented to illegal affairs in big cities, falling into the traps of crime organizations and some of them lay naturally the ground for the terror swamp. 

8. There is no serious research concerning the people forced to migrate. There is no official record concerning who migrated to where, sex, age and prior occupations of the migrants; the needs and problems of those people were not determined and their requirements related with their problems of accommodation, nutrition, health, education and other needs were not handled with care by the state.

9. The children of migrant families at school age cannot benefit from their right to education.

10. Since this migration was compulsory, instantaneous and collective, the cities could not assimilate the people migrated and numerous cities have appeared to have the characteristics of rural areas. In cities such as Diyarbakır, Van and Şanlıurfa, a rapid and warped squatter development took place gradually. 

11. Due to inadequate organization concerning migration, ghettos arise in cities. This formation will create great social problems in future. The cities attracting the migrants are filled with widespread jetty-buildings, the building inspections cannot be carried out properly, the superstructure and infrastructure of the cities fall short and as a consequence of all, the cities are getting the peculiarities of villages.

12. The population of the cities receiving migrants bounced up at a great rate. The local administrations could not be provided with the necessary sources, except for the small-scaled aids, for the settlement, nutrition and other requirements of these people along with the investments for the infrastructure of the city. 

13. The existing education system of the cities receiving migrants cannot meet the pile of the students as a result of the migration. The quality of education falls down proportionally with the increase in the number of the students in a class.

14. The project for return to villages pronounced within the scope of governmental programs was not received with much significance by the migrants since the project was not based on voluntary preference and supported by the state. In fact, only 200 settlements were determined as secure places by the competent authorities. It was stipulated for the return of villagers to their villages that they should agree to become temporary village guards.

15. The evacuation of settlements in such ways has led to great losses within the regional economy. Stockbreeding and agricultural production in the region have significantly gone down. These people who were producers in their villages have become consumers in the cities they have migrated to.

16. The migrants lost all kind of connection to their houses, fields, orchards and gardens that they left in their villages. These people are generally not permitted to keep any contact to their villages, to reap their harvest, collect the honey from their beehives and even to cut their woods. 

17. The security cannot be maintained through merely military measures. An understanding, which does not regard people of the region as elements of insecurity, which recognizes their right to proper jobs, nutrition and social status and protects their rights in democratic conditions, and which respects their identities and humane dignity would be the means for security in the region.

The report also put forward some recommendations for solutions:

1. The practices of village evacuation ongoing in the country for years should immediately be terminated. The evacuations, whatever the reasons are, have to be stopped.

2. The evacuated villages and hamlets, which can be considered impossible to be resettled, again should be determined and publicized with the motives behind. Values of the real estates in the villages that cannot be resettled again should be nationalized and their owners compensated for the sake of maintaining the rule of law. 

3. After including the evacuated villages into the scheme of disaster areas, the ruined and burnt houses should be repaired and restored. Facilities such as electricity, drinking water, telephones, schools and mosques should be provided as soon as possible, and the normal, healthy and sustainable conditions of living should be supplied by the state for the villagers. 

4. Those who do not desire to return to their villages should be specified and their problems on accommodation, employment, health and education should be handled in environments they live in or the cities in which they want to lead their lives.

5. Local administrations and non-governmental organizations should be included in the process of solving the problems and meeting the needs of the migrants, and the contribution and participation of the migrants in these kind of activities should be sought. 

6. The return to the villages is to be encouraged and incited by the state within the frame of a comprehensive support project, and its application should be performed in democratic ways. The proper atmosphere should be created in which everyone can decide on his/her own will about returning to villages. Initially, the ban on using the plateaus, pastures and –grasslands, as well as the embargo on food should be abolished. 

7. Much importance should be attached to education and a mobilization should be started in order to compensate, at least partially the loss of years. 

8. Preventive and curative health services should be made available and all the migrants should be subject to comprehensive medical examinations. 

9. Research should be initiated into the psychosomatic disorders of both the migrants and people living in the region resulting from the armed skirmishes ongoing for years in order not to experience worse consequences of them in future. Social facilities and services should be available to migrants living in cities. 

10. Certain measures are to be taken for the revivification of animal breeding in the region. Those returning to their villages should be supplied with the required credits and assistance.

11. The mobilization for forestation should be initiated as convenient as possible before the destruction of forests in the region gives way to an ecological disaster. 

12. The people in the region suffered a lot due to the conflict that went on for years. The economic, social and political measures should be taken as soon as possible for the compensation of the damages and creation of an atmosphere of confidence. 

13. The share from the public funds of municipalities, provincial private administrations, social assistance and solidarity associations in the region should be increased in order to help people, who have migrated due to village evacuations, more with their problems such as accommodation, employment, education and health, as well as to develop infrastructure and investment in cities.

14. Migration has its solemn sociological and psychological dimensions. Therefore, the research into the problems of migrant citizens should be directed at contributing to the solution of the main problem that produced the problem of migration. 

15. Since migration still continues, a committee or an Undersecretariat for Migration or an institution capable of making research into migration should be established to carry out studies on every aspect of migration and it should inform the Parliament about the data obtained. 

On the other hand, the attempts to prevent discussions and debates on the problem of enforced migration on an international level continued. In September, the Commission on Migration and Migrants of the Council of Europe Parliamentarian Assembly decided to hold a session in Paris on 18 November, in connection with the incidents of migration due to pressures of becoming village guards and burning down of villages in Turkey. The Turkish Government reacted against this decision of the Parliamentarian Assembly. In his speech at the Commission, MP Ali Dinçer, from the CHP (Ankara) stated that rapporteurs had come to Turkey in connection with allegations of human rights violations and that the monitoring mechanism was functioning. He said that it would be of no use for the Commission on Migrants to debate this issue. Dinçer stated that Turkish parliamentarians would not participate in the session in Paris as a reaction to the decision by the Commission.

b) Evacuated and Burnt Down Villages

There were frequent raids of villages, which did not agree to become village guards in 1997. As a result of the pressures, Demir (Derişke) and Gölgelikonak (Hilaluk) villages of Eruh district of Siirt, Hawre village of Sason of Batman, Karpuzlu village and Mezra, Kıran, Kafa and Köprübaşı hamlets of Kulp district of Diyarbakır, Taşnacak (Xirabedar) village of Gürpınar district of Van, Kanike and Üzümlü (Parez) villages of Eruh district of Siirt, and Aslanbeyi village of Solhan district of Bingöl were evacuated completely. On the other hand, Nevala Aşa and Bene Güre villages of Baykan district of Siirt, Cintepe (Buzikre) and Çıpılı (Misefra) villages of Eruh district of Siirt were evacuated partially. In many villages, some families were forced to migrate. Some villages and hamlets, which had been evacuated in the past, were entirely burnt down.

On 9 October 1996, some village guards under the surveillance of soldiers had burnt down the houses in the hamlet of Kilise of Yaylım (Pardi) village, Tercan, Erzincan, and in the hamlet of Polikan of Bardakçı village, Çat, Erzincan. In 1997, there was no development in the investigation launched in connection with this incident. Mustafa Yıldız, MP from the CHP (Erzincan), who had previously conducted an investigation in the villages where the houses were set on fire together with Metin Arifağaoğlu, MP from Artvin, stated on the incident: “I met with the SSC prosecutor again. The prosecutor told me that the people whose houses and villages had been burnt down were frightened to give testimony about the perpetrators. The prosecutor said, ‘Unless there is some evidence and testimonies against these people, I cannot do anything.’ But there is sufficient evidence about these people in the report we prepared.” Yıldız also pointed out to the fact that the testimony of Cengiz Polat, a village guard from Bardakçı village, against whom an official compliant had been filed, could not be taken on the grounds that he could not be apprehended: “We heard that Polat had been staying at private flats provided for special team members in Çat while he was wanted by the prosecution office. Then we contacted Erzurum SSC. Upon our insistent demands, the testimony of Cengiz Polat was received. However, we were astonished to find out that those who had given testimonies had all been released and no investigation had been launched against them.” Yıldız also stated that they had found out that Hüseyin Yücel, who was involved in the burning of the village and introduced as a MİT member by the villagers, extorted money from the people by threatening them. Yıldız said: “the leader of this gang is Hüseyin Yücel, as determined in our investigation. He goes to villages and raids the houses. He tells the villagers, ‘If you give me money, I won’t burn your house,’ and the villagers give him the money cause they are afraid of him.’”

In January, it was reported that the houses in Serenli (Dengiza) village, which was evacuated three years ago since villagers did not agree to become village guards, were burnt down completely in the course of operations carried out in the rural area in Savur district of Mardin. After the evacuation of the Serenli village, the majority of the villagers had settled in Başkavak (Ahmedi) village of Savur.

Houses and granaries in Gümüşörgü (Timoq) village of Kozluk, Batman, were reportedly set on fire during a raid in March. The houses that were burnt down reportedly belonged to the brothers Hüseyin, Mehmet Salih, Sait and İsa Yıldırım. The Yıldırım brothers had previously evacuated their houses located in Goma quarter of Gümüşörgü village, and they had moved to the lower parts of the village. They had been drying tobacco in the houses that were burnt in the raid. Goma quarter had been evacuated due to its “strategic” location in 1994 and entry/exits were banned for the quarter.

The village of Eski Mağara (Zivinge) of Nusaybin, Mardin, which had previously been evacuated on the ground that “the villagers aided the PKK,” was reportedly burnt down by military forces. Eski Mağara is the village of Musa Anter, a columnist with the newspaper Özgür Gündem, who had been abducted and killed by members of the counter-guerilla in Diyarbakır in 1992. Squads allegedly set the houses in Eski Mağara on fire from Nusaybin Gendarmerie Battalion who was carrying out a land survey in the region on 19 July.

It was reported that the trees in the villages of Çelik, Akyol (Dereca), Zevke, Ilısu (Germav), Başrut, Berkevan, Gundik and Berezeve, which had been evacuated in 1994, were burned down in June. It was reported that the village guards burnt the crops of villagers in Güllük (Kokan) village of Kulp, Diyarbakır in July. On 21 July, the gendarmerie forces reportedly set on fire the orchards in Kuşlucu (Kupraz), Botıji, Korucu (Şıkevtıkan), Ormaniçi (Kavaga), Avadare, Banehebane, Hestvan, Berdehal, Ezdara, Kısmetli, (Baskıl) and Kumdere (Şibebiye) villages of Dargeçit, Mardin. The villagers in these villages had been forced to migrate since they had not agreed to become village guards.

İzzettin Yılmaz, whose orchards in Suçeken (Şikefta) village of Batman had been set on fire by soldiers from the Gendarmerie Station on 2 August, since he had refused to become a village guard, filed an official complaint with Batman Public Prosecution Office against the Ministry of the Interior on 4 August. Batman Peace Court sent a delegation to the village. On 5 August the delegation conducted an investigation to determine the damages. Yılmaz stated they had been under pressure to become village guards for about 4 years. He had been invited by Suçeken Gendarmerie Station and asked to become a village guard 10 days before his fields had been burnt down. Yılmaz claimed that the gendarmerie station commander threatened them saying, “I’m going to set all of you on fire.” İzzettin Yılmaz was detained by gendarmes from Suçeken Gendarmerie Station a day after the investigation of the delegation. Yılmaz was taken to Batman Regiment Headquarters, and tortured heavily. He was released in the evening on the same day, and taken to Batman State Hospital by his relatives. Yılmaz was tortured at Batman Regiment Headquarters by soldiers who told him, “Why do you apply to the court without informing us?” Yılmaz was discharged from hospital following an initial treatment.

On 24 September, Sinan Yerlikaya, CHP Deputy Secretary General, reported that a clash had broken out between soldiers and PKK militants in the vicinity of Burna village of Tunceli. Following the clash, İhsan Ayata’s house and his hayloft in Pardik village had been burnt down by the soldiers. Yerlikaya said, “The state offered Ayata TL 25 million. Ayata rejected it, and left his house and village. Migration still goes on in Tunceli. There is nothing left to call a village. The villagers have settled in towns, and the towns have turned into slavery camps.”

The villagers of Serince (Pîrik) village, Diyarbakır, who had been forced to migrate from their villages in 1993 and resettled in their village again in 1996, were reportedly forced to migrate again. On 9 October, gendarmerie and special team members reportedly raided the village during an operation, and allegedly forced the villagers to leave their houses and gather at the village’s public square. They beat the men, saying, “We burnt down your village four years ago. How can you come and settle without informing us and agreeing to become village guards? Haven’t you come to senses?” Then, they set the houses on fire. The soldiers allegedly destroyed the primary school; the only undestroyed building in the village, on the grounds that “the terrorists may take shelter in it in winter.”

According to an official statement, the village of Balkırı in Kemaliye district of Erzincan, which had been previously been evacuated, was burned down by PKK militants on 27 October 1997.

In November, some village guards from Tehanewala hamlet of Argun village in Kulp district of Diyarbakır, reportedly burnt down 4 houses in Ganiyabaviya hamlet of Karabulak (Nerçek) village with all the property inside. The villagers, who applied to the gendarmerie station, stated that they had been forced to testify, “ PKK militants burned down our houses.”

The villagers Süleyman Er, İbrahim Er, Müslüm Er, Lillo Er, Hıdır Er and Şükrü Kılıç, whose houses had been set on fire by the gendarmerie raiding Çirtik hamlet of Çığırlı (Zimik) village in Hozat district of Tunceli on 2-3 December, applied on 16 December to the District Governorate, Tunceli Public Prosecution Office and Tunceli Governorate for compensation of damages. The villagers stated that they had sent their petitions also to Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz and President Süleyman Demirel. The villagers, who lived in Elazığ at the time, said that the soldiers had burned down 11 houses in the hamlet with all the property inside. They disclosed that they used the houses in summer: “The houses we use in summer are only 200 meter away from Buzlupınar Gendarmerie Station. Officials at Buzlupınar Gendarmerie Station know that we use these houses from spring to fall. No clash ever broke out in this region so far.” The villagers stressed that they were unjustly treated. They said in their petitions: “We demand that the perpetrators shall be apprehended and arraigned, and our losses and damages be compensated.”

After gendarmes from Eğlence and Ormanardı Gendarmerie Stations burnt down Yazlıca (Seyfi) village of Siirt in August, the villagers named Ömer Karabulut, Salih Demirel and Ramazan Aydın lodged an official complaint on 19 December. In the official complaint they filed with Batman Public Prosecution Office, the villagers demanded that the perpetrators be determined and arraigned.

In the petition, it was stated that Yazlıca village was a village of 80 families 30 km away from Siirt. The village was almost completely evacuated in 1993 when soldiers from Siirt Regiment Headquarters and Eğlence Gendarmerie Station forced the villagers “either to be a village guards or to evacuate the village.” Due to pressures in 1993, there were only 4 or 5 families remaining in the village. When pressures continued in 1994, they also had to abandon the village. We were prevented from entering the village by the security forces as our village was declared a “Forbidden Military Area”.

It was frequently alleged that the gendarmerie and other security forces raided the settlements of the migrants and burnt down their tents. For instance, soldiers reportedly destroyed the tents of about 40 families from the Dudera tribe, who hired the lands of Kullude (Newala) village of Kozluk district, Batman on 7 December. The pretext of the soldiers was that the villagers had not obtained permission for settlement from them and they had not paid premiums. Some tents were also set on fire. The nomads related the incident as follows: “We have been busy, for about 40 days, with the provision of tents and barns in order to settle down. Just as we were done with such affairs the soldiers raided our tents. They brought down many tents. They broke down the wooden tent poles, and they cut the tents with knives.” The nomads had to migrate to Siirt, Batman and Kurtalan.

Some soldiers and village guards allegedly attacked the nomads who had migrated from Patnos plateau in November and settled down in Şikefta Ömer and Kele Mountains located in the countryside of Batman. The soldiers and village guards from Herenze Gendarmerie Headquarters allegedly raided the skirts of Şikefta Ömer and Kele Mountains on 7 December and beat the nomads who had settled there and burnt down the tents of the nomads with all the property inside. The nomads stated that during the incident, an officer threatened them by saying, “You have been warned previously not to aid the terrorists. However, you have ignored these warnings. Next time, we are going to kill everybody, starting with you and your sheep.” The nomads reportedly migrated to the skirts of the Mountain of Karha located in the same region after their tents had been burnt down and their animals destroyed.

Çınarönü (Cilîn) Village

From November onwards, the people of Çınarönü village of Savur, Mardin, were subjected to intense pressures by the authorities. Previously the villagers reportedly could work in their gardens and fields only with getting a document from the Sürgücü Gendarmerie Station permitting them to work; Commander Yahya Kemal had accused the villagers of “aiding PKK militants,” and the villagers had been detained in raids on the village. On 10 November, a clash broke out between PKK militants and gendarmerie forces. Following the clash, the security forces reportedly blockaded the village. The houses of Ömer Yüksel, Abdullah Baran, Şevket Baran, Seyhmus Yetek, Mahmut Şahin, Arap Aydemir, M. Ali Yüksel, Mahmut Çakmak, Şeyhmus Açan, and Hüseyin Açan were reportedly set on fire in the raids on the village by Yahya Kemal, Sürgücü Gendarmerie Commander, and soldiers on 15 and 17 November. The soldiers allegedly prohibited entry to and exits from the village and detained 31 persons in the village. Tractors of 14 villagers including Mehmet Turan, Ömer Demir, Resul Demir, Mehmet Demir, Mehmet Yelekçi, Seyhmus Turan and Sernat Akgün, and minibuses of Resul Demir, Mehmet Demir and Seyhmus Açan were burned down. While 22 of the detainees were released after a while, the villagers Abdulhalim Eken (headman), Mehmet Ali Yüksel, Şehmuz Yetek, Abdullah Baran, Bozan Baran, Ahmet Yavuz, Mahmut Çakmak and Galip Çakmak were kept in detention for a long time.

The gendarmes reportedly set 8 houses on fire in the village under their blockade on 19 November. While no information could be obtained about names of those whose houses were burnt down, a villager who tried to take out his belongings from the house was allegedly beaten up by the soldiers with rifle butts and got wounded. On 21 November, the soldiers opened random fire in the village. As a result of the fire, some 10 animals belonging to the villagers were reportedly shot dead. 

KUTU BAŞLADI

Ömer Yüksel (90), who was able to run away from the village, applied to Osman Baydemir, an executive member of the HRA. Ömer Yüksel stated that the soldiers led by a non-commissioned officer recently assigned to Sürgücü Gendarmerie Station, set the houses and vehicles on fire on 19 November; that they had been kept in detention for 48 hours at Savur Gendarmerie Headquarters; that they had even been prevented from going to the toilet and had to foul on their clothes. Ömer Yüksel related the incident as follows: “2 months ago, a non-commissioned officer named Yahya Kemal was assigned to Sürgücü Gendarmerie Station. This man started to deal with our village from the very first day. He would detain and torture our villagers from time to time. On 10 November, we were sitting in a group. A loud noise of a skirmish was heard in the village. We all took shelter in our houses. When I went to the mosque for the Morning Prayer the next day, I saw that more than a thousand soldiers blockaded all sides of the village. With an announcement from the loudspeakers of the mosque, they asked all the villagers, women, men, children and the old ones, to gather at the public square of the village. The announcer was Yahya Kemal. After we all gathered at the square, the soldiers searched our houses. They threw away our property, including the quilts in the houses. They mixed all the food. Then they released the women and the children. This time, Yahya Kemal started to read out certain names. Ömer Yüksel, M. Ali Yüksel, İzzet Yavuz, Ahmet Yavuz, Mehmet Aslan, İzzet Aslan, headman Abdülhalim Eken, Şeyhmus Yetek, Abdullah Baran, Bozan Baran, Musa Aslan, Mehmet Turgay, Şevket Baran, Hüseyin Karakoyun, Fikret Karakoyun, Cevdet Turan, Mahmut Çakmak, Galip Çakmak, Resul Çakmak, Berekete Dağ, Hüsnü Sincar, Hüseyin Şahin,… These are the names that I can remember. We were 31 persons altogether. Then they took us to Savur Gendarmerie Station. They made us kneel down in the courtyard for 48 hours. No food, no drinks, going to toilet prohibited. We all fouled in our clothes. After 48 hours, they separated 10 people. Me, Hüsnü Sincar, Hüseyin Şahin, Hüseyin Karakoyun, Fikret Yurt, Bereket Dağ… etc. Then we came home. I could not get out of my bed for three days. My neighbors came to visit me in those days. They raided the village again on 16 November at around 3 or 4pm. A soldier ordered me, ‘Get on your feet!’ When I told him that I was so ill that I could not stand up, he threatened me. I went out with my pajamas on me. They did not let us take anything from our houses. Then they ignited our houses pouring fuel oil everywhere, on our goods and the periphery of the houses. They did not even let me take my medicine from my house. They set the other houses on fire in the same way by means of igniting with fuel oil. In my house we had DM 15,000 and 5 golden coins that I earned as a result of 40 years of my work. Either the soldiers took them or they burnt it all. We were left outside on the street with my wife, my sister-in-law and two grandchildren. Around noon, the soldiers left the village after they had assigned a few watchmen. It was about the evening. I left the village secretly. Despite my old age, I hurried and went to neighboring village Şuti on foot. I spent the night there. In the morning, I came to Kızıltepe by a minibus. Now they do not allow us to send food to the village. The village is still under blockade, entry/exits are forbidden. They put some places on fire when they got bored from time to time. My wife, my sister-in-law and my grandchildren are still in the village. They had taken shelter in the house of my neighbors. I do not know if anything happened to them. My son is still in detention. What the soldiers do in our village is no different from what was done to the Armenians and the Jews. I cannot even find a word for these inhumane treatments.”

Habip Marangoz, who migrated from the village and settled down in Bismil, stated that they had heard gunshots in the evening of 10 November. He related the incident as follows: “The next morning just before the daybreak, the soldiers besieged the village. They gathered women, children, and the old, namely everyone in the public square. Then they started to hit us. They mixed and stirred every kind of food such as pounded wheat, salt, etc. They said, ‘You are to migrate from this village immediately.’ Our village consists of 150 families with a population of over 1000 people. They told us, ‘You are to evacuate the village in ten days, otherwise we are going to burn down your houses.’ Sürgücü Gendarmerie Station Commander Yahya Kemal was continuously saying, ‘I have sworn that I am going to evacuate the village.’ My house was not burnt down, but my properties were destroyed and ruined. They detained 60 people. They all were exposed to torture. Entry/exits to the village was banned for 10 days. We could not leave the village. A week after the incident, some men ran away from the village. And I fled and came here.”

KUTU BİTTİ

Amnesty International (AI) issued an urgent action for Çınarönü village, and demanded information on the whereabouts of 9 villagers who were detained on 10 November. AI noted that the soldiers burnt down the houses of the villagers: “The village is still blockaded after detentions. Entry/exits of the village are banned. According to information received from the region, 11 houses including those of Abdullah Baran, Şevket Baran, Şehmus Yeter and Ömer Yüksel were burnt down.”

Ömer Vehbi Hatipoğlu, MP from the RP (Diyarbakır) brought the incidents in Çınarönü village on the agenda during negotiations in Parliament on the resolution by the Council of Ministers for the extension of the State of Emergency on 26 November. The then Minister of the Interior Murat Başesgioğlu reacted to the speech by saying: “The operation conducted in reaction to the ambush on the soldiers of 10 November is being criticized. The RP Spokesman says, ‘A part of the country is under occupation. It is burnt down and destroyed.’ This is not a struggle for a political premium. Nobody should attempt to judge the police and the gendarmerie forces by his/her own ill intentions and desires. The Republic of Turkey is to stand upright against those who try to judge them.” Haşim Haşimi, MP from the RP (Diyarbakır), said: “This is the continuation of a policy ongoing since 1990. Reportedly an opening to the Kurdish policy is being conducted but we are to check the practical affairs of the government in power. I do not believe that these policies will change in the short term. I do not even believe that the government is to bring the Kurdish problem to a solution by means of terminating the State of Emergency under these circumstances.”

Pursuant to the blockading of the village, around 100 families migrated from the village. It was reported that the soldiers banned entry/exits to the villages and permitted the exits from the villages only if the people were to migrate. The migrating villagers settled down in Diyarbakır, Mardin, and Bismil and Kızıltepe districts.

About 60 elderly villagers were taken to Sürgücü Gendarmerie Station in military vehicles on 10 and 13 December. The villagers were forced to sign papers stating, ‘Our village was not burnt down by soldiers. Everything written by the press is false. The villagers migrated from the village at their free will. We do not encounter any kind of pressure in our village.’ The villagers were forced to migrate from the village and were held for nearly two hours.

The delegation established under the chairmanship of Cemal Veske, HADEP Mardin Provincial Organization Chairman, prepared a report after interviewing the villagers who migrated to Bismil district of Diyarbakır from Cilîn village. The report stated that the village was under blockade for a long time, 60 old villagers stayed in the village and they were in danger of famine due to the ban on entry/exits to the village. “Statements by the authorities such as ‘We’ve abolished the State of Emergency’ do not mean anything, but deceiving the public. The violence in Cilîn has clearly displayed this reality. We call on all institutions and organizations sensitive to human rights to try to identify the perpetrators and put an end to such brutalities.” The report prepared by the HADEP delegation included statements by the villagers who survived the violence:

Emine Yelek (50): “We were at home with my children. The soldiers came and made us leave the house. They threw something in the house and put everything on fire. Then they burned down other houses. They burned down 50 chickens, which provided our living. They tortured my husband and put him into prison. We have no guilt other than being Kurds.”

Hüseyin Şahin (65): “The Commander and his soldiers took me out of the village and they attacked me and beat me without asking anything. My body was all bleeding. We migrated since we had no alternative.”

İzzet Aslan: “My house had previously been burned down. I had applied to the HRA Ankara Branch. They burnt down my house again. They even burnt down all my clothes taking them off. The people here gave me these clothes that I am wearing now.”

Musa Aslan (70): “They took me to the gendarmerie station and left me starving for 3 days. They beat me. We all have become miserable here. We want to return to our houses. We will file a complaint against those who incinerated our village.” 
Bağgöze (Eyne) Town

Soldiers from Bağgöze Gendarmerie Battalion Headquarters and village guards from Dikboğaz (Reşena) village raided, on 29 and 30 January, Bağgöze (Eyne) town of Eruh, Siirt, consisting of 250 families. The captain directing the raid gathered the villagers at the public square, ordered them to become village guards as soon as possible or else to abandon the place in a short while giving them a period of 10 days. During the raid on 5 February, it was said that the gendarmerie determined 40 families to be included in the first group to migrate from the village. Inhabitants of the town disclosed that 32 village guards from Salkımbağlar (Bîdarî), Ekinyolu (Goveşîl) and Savaş (Diyi) villages should be located in the town, and thus the town was to be gradually evacuated. Bağgöze headman Şükrü Sevgin told that the soldiers had determined 40 houses, some of which were empty and the others belonging to the villagers including Emin Sevgin, Hayrettin Beştaş, Mehmet Yıldırım, Kadir Aksu, Şevket Erbeg, Selim Oğuz, Rıza Kayran, Abdullah Şen, Muhfuz Dündar, Yusuf Sezgin, Abdülkerim Acar and Beşir Aksu, and they had ordered them to evacuate these houses. Şükrü Sevgin stated that the village guards from other villages would be located in the town: “They will evacuate the houses and locate the village guards in them. They said that the village guards would come two days after the Feast. Faruk Yılmaz, chief village guard of Bedare village, and a group of village guards at his service will come. They openly tell us these things. Nobody in town is willing to become a village guard. Neither our people nor our animals could get out of the village for a year.” Sevgin stated that they could only go 400 meter away from the town, which only has 160 families: “Therefore, we cannot go to our orchards and vineyards. We have made a loss of at least one billion this year. There is an embargo here in the village. An embargo is imposed both on people and the animals. We are far beyond the dead. We invite delegations to come and carry out investigations here.” He disclosed that their guns were confiscated although they were village guards before: “There is an enormous battalion and a gendarmerie station in Bağgöze. We were given guns once. But they confiscated them saying, ‘There is no need for village guards since there are a lot of soldiers here.’ They seized our guns and rifles and delivered them to others. Now they again ask us to become village guards.”

Meanwhile, the telephone exchange central in the town was sabotaged at about 7.30pm on 10 February. The inhabitants of the town claimed that the perpetrators were soldiers. On the other hand, the gendarmerie alleged that someone out of the town conducted the sabotage, and detained headman Şükrü Sevgin along with Şükrü Öner, Emin Yıldırım, Şükrü Batur, Mehmet Yıldırım, Hayrettin Erdoğan and Selahattin Sevgin. After they were released, they stated that the commander had threatened them. Inhabitants of the town stressed that on 7 February the soldiers had taken pictures of vacant houses in the town, and they had particularly selected the houses closer to the gendarmerie station.

On 11 and 17 February, the village guards arrived in the town, but since the people had not evacuated the houses, they turned back. The gendarmerie made permissions compulsory for entry/exits to the town, and banned people from getting 500 meter away from it. Inhabitants said: “The names of five persons from the town were noted to become compulsory village guards. However, four of these people said that they would not become village guards. Therefore, their names were removed from the list. Only one person in the town declared that he would become a village guard. The others rejected it.”

In the same week, the owners of 36 houses in which village guards were to be located were determined. Of these, Emin Sevgin, Mehmet Yıldırım, M. Ali Batur, Yakup Acar, Mustafa Sevgin, Kasım Sevgin, Hayrettin Beştaş, Beşir Aksu, Şevket Öner, Mehmet Şen, Şemsettin Tekin, Selim Oğuz, Abdurrahman Şen, Cemal Batur, Mehmet Dinler, Hayrettin Kaplan, A. Hakim Şen, Ali Kaya, Mahfuz Beştaş, Ramazan Sevgin, Yusuf Acar, A. Mecit Acar, Mustafa Turan, M. Şerif Aslan, Mahfuz Altıntan, A. Rıza Kayran, Mehmet Bahçeci, Ömer Beytullah, Beşir Çetin, Abdullah Çetin, Abdullah Şen, Mehmet Ülük, Mehmet Dündar, Mehmet Çelepkulu, Radiye Erbek and Mehmet Erbek declared that they would not leave their houses. The connection of the people with the outer world was cut since the telephone exchange central was not repaired for a long period. Although there was a mill in the town, it was announced that the dwellers were not permitted to have their wheat ground or put their animals out to pasture. Citizens said: “The food of the village is kept in the police station. The gendarmerie station seizes half the food purchased in Siirt. And some food gets lost.”

In the raid on the town on 5 March, 20 people were detained. The soldiers searched all houses in town and confiscated shotguns, electric heaters, stoves, cookers and water boilers. 20 people who were detained for two days stated that they had been forced to sign papers for confiscated property, but the things had not been given back to them again. The inhabitants stated that they had been warned not to get 400 meter away from the town: “A non-commissioned officer named Kıdem told us that we could only go beyond the specified area provided that we become village guards.” Nine of the families of the village guards who were to be located were placed in village clinics, schools and houses on 9 March since the people had not evacuated their houses. While chief village guard Faruk Yılmaz was accommodated in a private flat provided to the gendarmerie station, some of the village guards were placed in the village clinic, a family in Çeltiksuyu Primary School, a family in the house of Mehmet Yıldırım, and the others in the houses close to the police station.

Bağgöze Gendarmerie Station Commander gathered the inhabitants of the own in the public square at around 9.30am on 10 March, and demanded that the houses closer to the police station be moved to other places away from there. The inhabitants of the town stated that the Gendarmerie Station Commander threatened them saying, “Look, we have told you that we will bring the village guards here and we have brought them here. Now I will force you to get armed. In case that you won’t get armed, I will have all of you to get out of here. You either will take up your arms or get out of here.” The keys of the water depots in the town, which were previously kept by soldiers, were given to the village guards. Inhabitants stated that they had frequent water-cuts afterwards. They disclosed that the village guards had been located in the houses of Mehmet Yıldırım, Emin Sevgin, Mehmet Hasan and Hayrettin Beştaş.

In the same period, soldiers from Bağgöze Gendarmerie Battalion Headquarters and from the Gendarmerie Station raided Kaşıkyayla (Zovanya), Çeltiksuyu (Gırehıseyni), Sevindik (Zorava), and Salkımbağlar (Bedare) villages. The soldiers demanded the villagers to become village guards and then evacuate their villages to settle down in Eyne town. On 17 April, the gendarmerie took families of 4 village guards to town. They were accommodated in the houses of Ömer Aybek and Abdullah Aybek by force. As a result of the pressure that continued for approximately 4 months, some of the villagers who did not agree to become village guards had to migrate from there. 

c) “Return to Village” Projects

When the vital problems of millions of people who were displaced were continuously put on the agenda, the government started a discussion on the issue of the return to villages. The “return to village project” initiated in 1996 by then Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan did not get much attention in 1997. Only TL 490 billion of the fund of TL 17 trillion allocated for this project was sent to the region and only TL 231 billion was spent. Meanwhile, most of the money sent to Diyarbakır was allegedly transferred to companies belonging to relatives and acquaintances of Necmettin Akyıl, a businessman affiliated with the DYP, and of Salim Ensarioğlu, the Minister of State from the DYP.

Aydın Aslan, Governor of the State of Emergency Region presented a report on the results of the project to the Parliamentary Commission on Migration, which conducted investigations in the region in November. Governor Aslan stated that only 22 thousand people who were forced to migrate returned back to their villages.

KUTU BAŞLADI

The Kahraman and Çakmak families, who had migrated from Cizre and settled down in Yenipazar quarter of Mersin, returned to their villages after three years. In Mersin they led their lives in tents and lived on scrapping junks and other waste materials. Zamani Kahraman and Meryem Çakmak and their families consisting of 60 people went to Haser village of Cizre in order to settle down there in September. However, village guards did not allow the Kahraman and Çakmak to get into the village and they were again forced to migrate to Mersin. Zamani Kahraman said: “Three years ago, we were told, ‘either you take up arms, or abandon these places.’ We migrated then since we could not reconcile our honor with the position of village guards. When we wanted to return, we encountered the same pressure that we had experienced 3 years ago and were not let into the village.” Meryem Çakmak noted that the state could not even stand their tents in which they sheltered, and the police officers forced them to leave the fields they continually lived on: “We have nowhere to go. They forced us to migrate. They did not even let us into our villages when we wanted to return. This time, they want to destroy our tents. Aren’t we human-beings?”
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According to the report, 78 villages and 70 hamlets were given permission of return in connection with the return to village project and accordingly, 3,786 families returned. The report stated that 5,524 residences were built in settlements such as central and Kulp districts of Diyarbakır, central, Solhan and Genç districts of Bingöl, Hizan district of Bitlis, central and Cizre districts and Kumçatı, Akçay, İkizce and Kızılsu villages of Şırnak, central, Yüksekova and Şemdinli districts of Hakkari, Pertek and Ovacık districts of Tunceli and central district of Van in connection with the return to village project between 1994 and 1995.
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The people who migrated from and returned to the region (official figures)

Diyarbakır 
 50.371 


 1.820

Hakkari 
 41.761 


 2.720

Siirt 

 31.848 


 782

Şırnak 

 71.874 


 1.016

Tunceli 
 41.939 


 714

Van 

 13.573 


 826

Batman 
 18.409 


 714

Bingöl 

 24.944 


 2.442 

Bitlis 

 30.411 


 4.636

Mardin 
 52.826 


 3.447

Muş 

   9.370 

 
 5.658

General 
378.335


22.993

Source: The Report by the Parliamentary Investigation Commission
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In 1997, the “Village-City” concept, where ‘strategic’ villages would be combined as a center of attraction, became a current issue. In the circular by Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz delivered to the Ministries of the Interior, Finance, Public Works and Housing, Agriculture and Village Affairs as well as to Ministries of State, it was announced that some villages and hamlets in Batman, Diyarbakır and Van provinces, which were selected as the “pilot area,” were to be administratively connected to big villages. To this effect, a “Board of Coordination and Follow-up for the Development Plans and Settlement Activities in Eastern and Southeastern Anatolian Provinces” was established under the chairmanship of Deputy Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit. In the circular, the villages and hamlets, which would be administratively connected to the “Privileged Settlement Villages” and their provinces, were listed as follows:

Batman- Places to be administratively connected to Kuyubaşı (Cigerlo) village of the central district are: Oymataş (Bediyan), Çayüstü (Bıda), Recepler, Karayün (Köhükan) villages along with Everci, Şeyhçoban, Soğuksu and Sincanlı hamlets. The settlements, which will be administratively connected to Binatlı (Bileyder) village of the central district, are: Akça (Tilmis), Recepler, and Çevrimova (Barisil) villages. The settlements, which will be administratively connected to Yolveren village of the central district, are: Yukarıkolbaşı, Aşağıkolbaşı, Üçkuyular, Suçeken (Şikefta) villages. The settlements, which will be administratively connected to Demirbilek village of the central district, are: Kesmeköprü, Kılıç, Çeşmebaşı, and Urganlı villages. The settlements, which will be administratively connected to Kantar (Kantarî) village of Gercüş district, are: Dilesor, Eynbelot, Dirol, Mezriki, and Hasini villages. The settlements, which will be administratively connected to Işıkveren village of Beşiri district, are: Pompalı, Kütüklü, Kumara, Yeşilova, and Asmadere villages;

Van- The settlements, which will be administratively connected to Konalga (Martanis) village of the central district, are: Bilgi and Narlı villages together with Sırmalı (Küllüce) hamlet. The settlements, which will be administratively connected to Yavrucak hamlet of Başkale district, are: A. Çaldıran, Aydemir (Berekilk) and Y. Dallı (Çewrebi) villages. The settlements, which will be administratively connected to Deskeft village of Gürpınar district, are: Kızgınkaya hamlet along with Dolaylı, Yoldüştü, Çatakdibi, Yalınca, Taşnacak, and Beşbudak villages. And Kırçalı (Hezara) village of Özalp district together with Kapıköy (Heretil) and Çaldıran villages of Saray district will be administratively connected to the central district. 

Diyarbakır- The settlements, which will be administratively connected to Yolboyu village of the central district, are: Oğlaklı (Habeşî), Akdibek (Kaldırım), Övündüler (Elvanlı) villages and Güleçoba (Tirkan) village of the central district.
The “return to village” project, which was also included in the governmental program of the Anasol-D coalition, was initiated in Şırnak on 29 September. State Minister Salih Yıldırım noted that 23 villages in 4 provinces in which security could be maintained were selected and 7 village clinics and 12 primary education schools were to be constructed within the project that amounted to TL 1 trillion and 57 billion. Yıldırım told that 266 of 340 residences, which had been constructed by the Housing Estate Company, were still vacant. Yıldırım noted that the project would cost 1 trillion and 57 billion TL; they were in need of finance, and they had only obtained the amount of 312 thousand dollars from the United Nations Development Program for the project. The return to village project would be initiated in the following places: “Üçkiraz, Yoğurtçular, Seslice, Hendek, Taşdelen, Kayadibi, Bolluk, Çobankazanı, Çedik, Taşkonak, Yağızoymak and Koyunoba villages of Şırnak; Ayhan, and Karşıbağlar villages of Diyarbakır; Ölmez and Karapolat quarters and Karapolat, Kabaoluk, Şebittepe, Demirkanat, and Yukarıserinyer villages of Diyarbakır; and Üzümlü and Narlı villages of Hakkari.” Although the project was defined as a State Investment Project, it was suspended due to the lack of financial resources. 228 million dollars could not be provided for the project based on TL 1.5 billion per family wishing to return to their villages.

The attempts by individuals or families at returning to villages produced no result. For instance, Şeyhmus Başkan, who settled in Diyarbakır after being forced to migrate from his village, could not get any reply to an application he filed with the Governorate of the State of Emergency Region in order to return to his village. Başkan stated that he applied to the Governorate of the State of Emergency Region on 30 December 1996: “I stated that I wanted to go to Tızyan (Elmadağ) village of the central district of Mardin. However, they told me that I had to apply to Mardin Governorate. Then, I applied to Mardin Governorate and they stated that this was not in their competence power and wanted me to go to Mardin Brigade Headquarters. And Mardin Brigade Headquarters told me that I could only return there provided that I would become a village guard.” Şeyhmus Başkan noted that he appealed to Mazlum-Der, a short while ago. 

Mehmet Kılıç, headman of Taşlık village of Savur, Mardin, which was evacuated in 1992, applied to Mardin Regiment Headquarters for their return. Mehmet Kılıç was told to become a village guard in order to be able to return to his village. Kılıç stated that their fields were cultivated by village guards from Silamet village of Duruk hamlet of Bismil. He disclosed that the village guards also prevented them from their attempts of return: “They went to the military authorities and complained about us as if we were to help the PKK when we return to our villages. There is no such thing. Their purpose is to impound our fields and village to their own use. Our fields shall be not be used by village guards better than nothing at all. No permission should be given to them for the cultivation and harvesting of our fields and lands. They shall not let their animals out to pasture there.” Taşlık village of Savur, Mardin with 150 households and a population of 1500 people had been evacuated because the villagers objected to become village guards in 1992. Kılıç, Oklar, Fidan, Akbaşlar and Çelebi families who had been forced to leave their villages settled in Adana, İzmir, Diyarbakır and Bismil.

Hikmet Sami Türk, the State Minister in charge of Human Rights, went to Bitlis in October and held a meeting with the villagers who settled in Bitlis after the evacuation of their villages. The villagers stated that the military forces had evacuated their villages and village guards and they wanted to return. Türk disclosed that the villagers were allowed to return to villages, where security could be maintained. When the villagers emphasized the fact that their villagers had been set on fire by the military forces and village guards, Türk said: “We request the Governor to launch an investigation into these allegations. However, it is well known that the terror organizations disguised themselves as village guards and burned down hamlets and villages. We are not to be deceived by these tricks.”

The following is the information about the placement of those who were forced to migrate in their villages or in other settlements:

Abdülkadir Sarı, Governor of Van declared that 409 families would return to their villages at their free will in March. In the statement by the governor’s office, it was stated that 189 families in Özlüce, Dolaylı, Örmeli, Bilgi, Bilektaşı and Kucakaş hamlets and villages of Gürpınar would be gathered in Kırkgeçit (Qesirk) sub-district; 30 families in Cennetdere Demirkazık (Bizanis), Taşbulak, Soğuksu, Beşiktaş (Beriduguh) hamlets and villages of Çatak district would be gathered in Konalga village; 35 families in Akalın and Kutluören villages of Başkale district would be gathered in Çaldıran village; and 114 families in Yavrucak, Hatip, Döveciler, Aşağı Beşparmak, Yukarı Beşparmak, and Çatakdibi villages would be gathered in Kırçali village of Özalp district. The Governor also stated that the construction of residences in Bostaniçi (Sihki) town was completed for 285 families who had migrated from Uzundere (Ertoş) town of Çukurca, Hakkari and were living in tents and huts since October 1995. 368 families, who would be settled in Kırkgeçit (Qesirk), Konalga, Çaldıran and Kırçali villages, were reportedly the families of village guards spread out in the villages and hamlets. In his statement in September, the Governor also declared that 15 villages and 29 hamlets were evacuated in and around Van. However, according to the statement by the Governorate of the State of Emergency Region, 16 villages and 87 hamlets (1756 families) were evacuated.

The inhabitants of Uzundere, who had rejected to become village guards and left their villages to settle in Van in 1995 and who lived under terrible conditions, were forced to settle down in Bostaniçi (Sihki) town instead of their own villages. Also, the condition of becoming village guards was brought to them for settling in the 285 houses constructed in the town. Some incentives were provided for those who would settle in central strategic villages. It was planned that the families, who would settle in strategic villages, would be supplied with 200 sheep per family and agriculture incentive credits. It was announced that bans on plateaus, cultivation and weeding would not be applied in these villages and the villagers would have privileges with respect to border trade. It was planned that mobile battalions and gendarmerie stations would be located in these villages, and the village would be secured through “specially trained village guard teams” consisting of the villagers. Also, it was planned that the practices of “Special Team Guardianship” initiated in the region formerly would be maintained in these strategic villages and that these regions would be regarded as military areas. It was reported that 100 of 3,200 families, who were living in the Highways Administration Camp in Edremit, Van, in Şerefiye quarter of Van, in the Culture Park, in the huts of the 100th Year University and in tents, had agreed to become “special team guards” and settled in the residences in October 1995.

Inhabitants of Dalveren (Karkar), Anaköy (Xorotis), Tatlıca (Mıçkaç), Sütlüce (Saxox), Kardeşler (Derbıs), Bvkar, Kamirat, Zıgox, Gıç and Arkens villages in Geliyi Karkare zone of Gevaş, Van, which had been evacuated in 1994, were forced to become village guards to return to their villages. The villagers who had emigrated to Sıhke and Xaçort quarters of Van after the evacuation of their villages said: “We were always forced to become village guards. When we rejected it, they forced us to migrate. Only the elderly stayed in the villages. And they just go there in spring. Soldiers raid the villages almost every day and threaten them saying, ‘Call your relatives to come here and be village guards.’ We are afraid of anything that can happen to our old people.” Some village guards were located in Dalbastı (Xumar) village of Çatak, Van, which had previously been evacuated.

In March in Diyarbakır, Lice Gendarmerie Headquarters invited the villagers who had migrated from villages, which had been previously evacuated and burned down in Lice, to “return to their villages.” In the invitation made through the headmen, it was said: “The villagers who want to return to their villages are obliged to apply to Lice before they go to their villages. Transportation between the villages and the district will be provided by minibuses. The food is to be purchased according to the needs.” The invitation included the following villages: Çavundur (Licok), Dolunay (Zenge), Keıves, Şimşım, Entkak, Kenderxel, Nenyas, and Kedışt of Lice.

In Kulp district of Diyarbakır, the villagers of Ayhan (Bahanda), which was burned down twice and then evacuated in 1992 and 1994 since the villagers refused to become village guards, were compelled to return to their village after becoming village guards. A captain in charge at Kulp Battalion Headquarters reportedly met, in April, with Hacı Muhammed Halid, Abdülbaki Nergiz, Cemal Çiçek and İbrahim Timur, who had migrated from Bahanda village and were still living in Diyarbakır, and told them that the villagers would to be permitted to return to their villages on the condition that they became village guards. The captain allegedly demanded them to persuade the other villagers: “Go and talk to them. Persuade them to return to their villages and agree to become village guards. Your enemies are cultivating and harvesting your fields and land at present. They appealed to us for registration of these places with titles. If you do not protect your village, the others are to impound it.” The fields in the village were reportedly transferred to a tribe of village guards with whom the villagers had a blood feud.

Emir Durmaz, Governor of Diyarbakır, made a statement in August and disclosed that the first project for the return to the villages would be initialized in Lice. Governor Durmaz stated that the Rural Affairs Directorate had commenced its activities, 4 villages and their hamlets would be gathered together, the centers of attraction for 500 families would be established, and this practice would become widespread as soon as possible.

A group of migrants who went from Diyarbakır to Hışkamerg village of Silvan on 17 July encountered with the hindrance of the village guards. The villagers reportedly went to Hışkamerg in order to harvest their crops, but they were not allowed to enter the village and were threatened: “You can only enter the village after becoming village guards and if you come without being village guards, you will be killed.” The villagers said: “Our village was set on fire by village guards from Hüseyna village in May last year since we objected to become village guards. 400 of 450 houses were reduced to ashes. The doors, windows and electric sockets of the remaining houses were dismantled. Some of us had to migrate to Adana, and some of us to Diyarbakır. In the season of sowing, we went to our villages and cultivated our fields and we did not experience any kind of prevention. But, when we went there in the harvest season, we were rejected by the village guards.”

The Parliamentary Commission of Investigation carried out an investigation in Şırnak and talked to villagers from Bağpınar, Koçali, Kovancı, Koçkonak, Güneyçam, Kaymakam Çeşmesi, Başağaç, Çadırli, Tekçınar, Güneyce and Sarıdallı villages, who had settled down in Dergule town after evacuation of their villages between 1990 and 1994. Osman Demir, Mayor of Dergule and chief village guard, stated that between 1990 and 1997, 7 chief offices and 9 hamlets in Şırnak were evacuated, and the people migrated to the town, but they did not receive any kind of assistance from the state. Osman Demir disclosed that people had to migrate out of fear after the incidents in the region, and all the villages in the region were uninhabited: “The migrants are starving since they cannot cultivate and get the harvest of their fields. The orchards have all dried up for they cannot cultivate their land and vineyards.” Demir denoted that 2-3 families had to live together in the same house: “Neither the present government nor the previous ones helped them.” Sadık Güngör, who had to migrate from Güneyce village to Dergule town in 1990, told the members of the Commission that he wanted to return to his village.

Güngör said: “The State has not supplied us with anything.” Mahmut Yıldırım, who had migrated from Koçkonak village, stated: “We came here out of fear. We did not have life security. We want to return there if a peaceful atmosphere is to be attained.” Nedim Ergin, who had migrated from Güneyçam village, denoted that they had wanted to cultivate their fields after the migration, but had not been permitted by the soldiers: “We have not received any assistance from the state.” Haşim Haşimi, Chairman of the Commission and MP from the RP (Diyarbakır), stressed the fact that the Commission lacked executive authority and said that they would forward the report to the Prime Minister, Parliament, non-governmental organizations, and democratic mass organizations. He denoted that the state had fallen short in assisting the migrants: “If the state demands its citizens to evacuate their villages, then it is obliged to provide an adequate infrastructure for them and to prepare an atmosphere in which they can cope with the cost of living.” He disclosed that the Commission had been working for 4 months and that in some villages and hamlets they had observed that the people could not speak freely in public. He noted that the people took shelter with their relatives and acquaintances after migration and the state had not provided them with any significant assistance: “We were unable to determine whether these villages were evacuated by the military forces or the civilian administrations. I have not been able to determine what kind of a mechanism performs this.” 

d) The Problems of Those Who Were Forced to Migrate

The most significant problem of those who were forced to migrate and settle in big cities, especially in Diyarbakır, Adana and Mersin, was their alienation from their homelands, houses, fields and orchards where they used to live. They had lived in an environment of violence, had witnessed armed conflicts and violation of the right to life. Besides, they had not been provided with any regular social and psychological assistance and they had not been able to make use of their right to health and education in their new places of living. The number of children living and working on the streets climbed up significantly. The activities by non-governmental organizations fell short in solving these problems.

However, one of the most urgent problems of enforced migrants was security for themselves and their children. Those who had to emigrate temporarily or permanently due to the social conditions were regarded as “potential criminals” or “terrorists” in both political and judicial issues. In the circular by the Ministry of Interior Affairs dated 3 January, one method for fighting terrorism was stated as follows: “In order to prevent the organization from finding new areas for itself, street peddlers should be prevented in Adana, İçel, Antalya, Sıvas, Konya, Nevşehir, Kırşehir, Tokat, Ankara, İstanbul and İzmir; necessary preventive measures should be taken in order to prevent the PKK from cooperating with extreme leftist organizations; non-religious activities by the Cemevis that manipulate the Alevi citizens should be controlled; activities such as sports, folklore, and music should be encouraged especially concerning the young population; and the Law on Identification numbered 1774 should be applied rigorously taking into consideration the fact that the families who are inhabitants or have newly settled down in the region might be unregistered.”

There were many reports of police raids and attacks by adherents of the MHP in quarters where the immigrants dwelled. For instance, frequent raids were allegedly carried out to houses in Denizli quarter of Adana, in which Kurdish families had settled, and plainclothes police officers carried out roll calls on name lists submitted to them. 

e) Enforced Migration and Right to Medical Treatment 

Diyarbakır Medical Chamber and some physicians conducted studies, which revealed aspects of the problem of enforced migration with respect to the right to medical treatment. 
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The words uttered by Seyfettin Kızılkan, Chairman of Diyarbakır Medical Chamber, bring to light the main dimensions of the problem: “Since the migrants have to live in the outskirts of the cities without infrastructure, drainage, and water facilities or in the small jetty-built houses where they cannot warm up themselves, the natural consequences of such living conditions display themselves in several forms of diseases. These people are always face to face with contagious diseases. While the population of Diyarbakır was 380,000 several years ago, today it exceeds 1.5 million. We visited the Yavuz family whose members had become ill. The family was diagnosed to suffer from typhoid. It was not so evident whether the illness could be diagnosed as typhoid or some other kind of a disease. It is a great problem for a family not to be able to find food to eat for a period of 5-6 days. Such families are widespread throughout Diyarbakır. This is not a problem of a single family; there are lots of people suffering from these problems. Typhoid is very common in Diyarbakır. People are broken because of this disease. When we raise this issue, the Governor, the Ministry of Health and some other health institutions declare that we are exaggerating. The current level of the problem proves us to be right. Typhoid is a disease that is to be recorded properly. However, there is no kind of a regular and serious registration system in heath institutions. A great majority of the patients are placed in polyclinics for this illness. Lots of contagious diseases are widespread in the region. For example, while malaria is around 70 thousand in Turkey, it is approximately 35 thousand in Diyarbakır. That is to say that half of the incidents of malaria is observed in Diyarbakır and in the province.” (Emek, 05.03.1997)
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Dr. Necdet İpekyüz, an executive member of the TTB and Secretary General of the Regional Medical Chamber, stated that the conditions paving the way for migration should be eliminated in order to cure the psychological disorders in the region. Dr. İpekyüz stated that the social disturbances, which arose due to migration, were ignored and there was no scientific research on this issue: “In accordance with observations of doctors, the number of patients having psychological disorders and psychosomatic complaints has been gradually increasing. Hundreds of people see a doctor every day due to disorders such as headache, lumbago, insomnia, palpitation and distress, the symptoms of which cannot be observed physically.” He disclosed that such disorders resulted from psychological problems: “Almost every one in the region suffers from psychosomatic disorders. Officials and security forces on duty in the region also have such problems, and these can appear even years after one leaves the region. The psychological problems turn into diseases in the region. Mostly, the patients with the complaint of psychosomatic disorders resort to hospitals rather than those with the complaint of physical disorders and disturbances.” He stressed that domestic violence went up gradually with the migration and these people took the violence into the metropolitan cities where they migrated to: “A father who has not even slapped his wife or children in the village becomes aggressive as a result of the depression he suffers after migration. He cannot express himself. He gets withdrawn and keeps his problems to himself. These problems are spreading to the metropolitan cities gradually.”

Dr. İpekyüz introduced the results of their studies in the conference entitled, “Human Rights and Violence” at the 4th Social Psychiatry Symposium organized jointly by the Departments of Adults and Children Psychiatry of the Faculty of Medicine of Çukurova University and by the Social Psychiatry Association of Turkey. In interviews with migrants who lived in the districts and villages of Diyarbakır, and migrated to the province, the migrants had emphasized the same causes for migrating: “The people have been migrating in order not to become village guards, to run away from torture, murders by unknown assailants and detentions, and to make a living.” He noted that as the Medical Chamber, they had obtained some data from official institutions in order to learn about the health status of the inhabitants of Diyarbakır, and though these data did not reflect the real figures, these could make a person struck with horror. He noted that 63 percent of malaria in Turkey was observed in Diyarbakır, Batman, Siirt, Van and Şırnak, that in 1994, 32.263 of 84.345 cases of malaria in Turkey were observed in Diyarbakır. These figures showed clearly the peculiarities of health services in the region. He also said that although the level of compounded vaccinations in Diyarbakır was 88 percent in 1990, this figure currently decreased to 20 percent. Dr. Nuray Karalı, who had participated in the conference as a representative of the HRFT İstanbul Branch stated that although the people migrated to metropolitan cities in order to get rid of pressure, they encountered the same problems in the cities. Karalı said: “These people are considered potential criminals in cities particularly on the grounds that they have migrated from the Southeast and that they are Kurds.” Karalı mentioned a research on torture survivors who had applied to the HRFT İstanbul Representation Office, which had revealed that 44 percent of the applicants had been forced to migrate, 45 percent had worked at temporary jobs, and 48 percent could not even find a job. Karalı explained that 82 percent of those who settled in big cities suffered from several psychological disorders resulting from the pressure imposed on them and their introduction into a different environment.

KUTU BAŞLADI 

The problems of the internally displaced persons are not limited to the region, but continue to spread to every place they go and settle. Every city becomes “the region,” and the phenomenon of migration turns into a disease that spreads to the entire country and recovery becomes more difficult day by day. As long as the incidents preserve, the migrants are considered potential criminals and, therefore, they face lots of problems in their daily life and seeking employment. The migrants may develop some resistance for preserving their identities depending on causes of migration and their experiences in the places from where they have migrated. Such exclusions threaten social peace and might give rise to racism, ethnic discrimination, nationalism and religious fanaticism. The migrants perceive themselves as discriminated and worthless; the life as senseless; and the world as a frightening place abundant in threats; they feel the anxiety of an evil that can occur at any time; and they can feel themselves as discontent, uneasy and in lack of self-confidence. The concepts such as joy of life, happiness, productivity, creativity, and the hopes have become extinct for the migrants. Feelings such as anger, getting annoyed easily, helplessness, hostility, uneasiness and the introvert characteristics have risen. They feel that they are not understood and the authorities do not care about them. They orient themselves to “denial” in order to cope with the events they go through every day (getting used to something, ignoring something, etc.). Emotional bluntness, (such as not being able to cry, laugh, etc.), insensitivity, not getting pleasure, and the feelings of sorrow and weariness can be frequently observed.
What accompanies displacement?

* Loss of social roles and status

* Poverty

* Changes in life styles and habits 

* A strict and heavy control regarding the daily life 

* Witnessing of numerous severe events of violence and the perseverance of violence

* Being considered as potential criminals and the pressure imposed on them

* Continuous feeling of being under restraint and bringing up their children under these circumstances

Besides all these factors, the tendency to violence and domestic violence might climb up to a greater degree, and the inclination on children may be inevitable. Development of “psychological problems” can be expected for immigrants. This is a humane reaction. These problems, which can occur and disappear generally in the first month, are not characterized as a psychological disorder, but they are accepted as ordinary reactions. The traumas that are experienced by those who were forced to migrate or had to migrate involuntarily, the lack of their rights to return to their villages, and the worsening of every aspect of their life lead to psychological disorders. (…) Unless the circumstances change, the treatment methods and the rehabilitation studies will not be adequate for them to recover from those disturbances. Those who think of the future of the country should bare these things in their minds. Otherwise, this danger might probably become widespread and threaten the country just like a sudden explosive mine. The immediate step to be taken is the termination of the conditions that lead to the migration of these people. (Dr. Fuat Aydın, Demokrasi, 23.04.1997)
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The government and the press recognized the poverty resulting from internal displacement during the events that occurred in the course of distribution of aid in a quarter where those subjected to enforced migration lived in Diyarbakır. In accordance with an official research made public in January, it was determined that 5 million people lived under absolute poverty in the State of Emergency Region. 

f) The Rulings by the European Court of Human Rights: Menteş Case

Azize Menteş, Mahile Turhallı, Sulhiye Turhallı and Sariye Uvat appealed to the European Commission of Human Rights on 20 December 1993 on the grounds that their houses located in Sağgöz (Riz) village of Genç district of Bingöl were burnt down by the gendarmerie. The claimants who had migrated to Diyarbakır stated that their houses had been set on fire in the raid by the gendarmerie forces on their village in June 1993. As stated by the applicants, following the attack by the PKK militants against Üçdamlar Gendarmerie Station on 23 June 1993, the gendarmerie forces stopped a minibus passing by the station and burnt it down, and then they burned down some houses in Güldiken (Pecar) and Sağgöz villages. The gendarmerie forces told the villagers of Sağgöz, who had to leave their houses, that they had burnt down their houses as a punishment since they had aided the PKK. A gendarmerie commander came and prevented the gendarmerie from burning the entire village. The applicants were forced to abandon their villages. The village was totally evacuated and then burned down in March 1994. The claimants stated that the burning down of their houses constituted just a part of the systematic practices of evacuation and incineration of villages. 

The representative of the government stated that the domestic remedies had not been exhausted and opposed to the admissibility of the case. Referring to the Akdıvar case, the Commission and the Court pointed at the following issues: Despite the widespread problem of burning down of villages, no typical example was provided that allegations that private property was destroyed deliberately by the security forces had been investigated or that damages had been compensated; the authorities generally remained reluctant to recognize the existence of such practices, and they did not carry out any investigation into such issues. In discrepancy with the Akdıvar case, the claimants did not apply to local authorities for their complaints; however, the relevant authorities did not conduct any significant investigation after they had learned about these complaints. It should be taken into account that the applicants were unjustly treated and left in an insecure situation with their houses reduced to ashes. In the case of the claimants, it was displayed that courts could provide a satisfactory compensation.

As to the facts, the Government claimed the following: The PKK militants had been using the concerned village as a shelter and a base since 1983; then they had forced the villagers to migrate from the village. The militants settled in the houses, but upon the raid by the security forces, they had to abandon the village by burning down the houses. On the other hand, no operation had been conducted in the region on 25 June 1993. Furthermore, the representative of the government claimed that the applicants had abandoned their village 6 or 7 years before that date. Some of the relatives of the claimants were suspected of their participation in the PKK and some of their relatives were detained under the same accusation. According to the government, the claimants had reacted to the pressures imposed on them by their relatives who had joined the PKK.

The investigation carried out by the Commission came to the following conclusions: After the Commission conveyed the application to the Government the concerned prosecution office conducted an investigation about the complaints. The prosecution office concluded that the houses had been burnt down by PKK militants, some of the relatives of the applicants were members of the PKK, and thus decided that there was no place for an investigation. No adequate investigation had been carried out to reach the conclusion that the houses had been burnt by PKK militants, and the testimonies of the claimants had not even been taken. The Government did not forward any document related with the incident or with the investigation carried out pursuant to the incidents, and proposed as a witness the gendarmerie commander who was commissioned after the incident instead of the gendarmerie commander who was in charge on the date of the incident. In its report, the Commission expressed its concerns for the fact that the Government insisted on the connections of the claimants with the PKK instead of carrying out investigations appropriate to the allegation of the complaints. The Commission concluded that the testimonies by the witnesses who had been selected in the investigation carried out by the prosecution office and who alleged that the security forces never burnt down a village (and who were reported to live in distant hamlets away from the village and be in conflict with the claimants) could not be trusted without further evidence. Furthermore, the demand by the prosecution office from the headman of Sağgöz village for selecting “trustworthy” people was found suspicious by the Commission. The Commission, on the other hand, found the testimonies by the applicants, which were also supported by other testimonies, reliable and consistent. The Commission determined that the incidents, as stated by the applicants except for the fourth applicant, Sariye Uvat, who had not been able to testify due to her illness, were true. The Commission held that Article 8 of the Convention on private and family life was violated.

Accepting the findings of the Commission, the Court held that Article 8 of the Convention was violated. Furthermore, the Court deliberated on the complaints by the applicants on lack of efficient judicial procedures. The Court stated that upon the allegation by a person that his/her property had been destroyed deliberately by the state officials, the notion of “efficient judicial procedures” necessitated “a comprehensive and detailed investigation with the proper capacity to detect and punish the perpetrators and access by the claimants to an efficient investigation procedure,” as well as the compensation for the damages. Taking into consideration that the claimants had not resorted to domestic judicial procedures, the Court declared that the execution style and the results of the investigation carried out by Genç Prosecution Office were to be considered in the process of the appreciation of the complaint concerning the lack of efficient judicial proceedings. Thus, drawing the conclusion that there was not actually any efficient judicial proceedings and means, the Court held that the rights assured by Article 13 of the Convention were also violated. 







� Some members of the Commission were: Diyarbakir MP Seyyit Haşim Haşimi, Diyarbakir MP Sebgetullah Seydaoğlu, İstanbul MP Algan Hacaloğlu and Ardahan MP Saffet Kaya.
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