2. THE KURDISH PROBLEM AND STATE OF EMERGENCY PRACTICES

In 1997 the most important issue as the primary reason for most of the human rights violations in Turkey was again the Kurdish problem and the atmosphere of violence created around it. The National Security Council (NSC) policies on the Kurdish problem and the application of widespread militarist propaganda in order to support this policy remained the primary obstacle waylaying any improvement in the field of human rights. The state’s policy on the Kurdish problem paved the way for the dominance of the NSC perspective and the “national security concept” in every sphere of public life. The expenditures for armed solutions continued to destroy the socioeconomic structure of Turkey. According to official figures, at least 15 % of the 1997 budget was allocated for “security” expenditures, while this ratio was 3 % for the overall health expenses. 

According to the information compiled by the HRFT, at least 2,386 people died in armed clashes within the violent atmosphere developed around the Kurdish problem in 1997. Of these people at least 32 people were civilians, 527 were security officers and 1,827 were militants from the PKK. In addition, at least 154 people died during cross-border operations carried out by the Turkish Armed Forces in the Kurdish region of Northern Iraq with the participation of the village guards and the support of the peshmerges from the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP). The authorities asserted that 29,379 people died in armed clashes since the Eruh and Şemdinli attacks (1984), which is shown as the beginning date of PKK’s large-scale operations, until the end of 1997. Official statements maintained that 17,281 of these people were PKK militants, 6,720 people were civilians, 383 were police officers, 3,810 were soldiers, and 1,185 were village guards. Then-Minister of Interior Murat Başesgioğlu disclosed at the end of 1997 that 16 police officers, 265 soldiers and 157 village guards died in armed clashes in Turkey, and that 187 civilians had been killed by armed organizations. 

The social polarization created around the Kurdish problem by the propaganda related to the soldiers who lost their lives during the clashes with the PKK continued in 1997 as well. This strategy was implemented without any restriction during the Refahyol (Welfare Party [RP] and True Path Party [DYP]) coalition headed by DYP leader Tansu Çiller. An example of this strategy was given by then Minister of Interior Meral Akşener in a speech she delivered in May while the debates on an amnesty was on the agenda as the number of the villagers, who have been accused, prosecuted or convicted without any evidence on charges of “aiding the PKK,” increased. (
) In the speech that she delivered in one of the meetings titled “Mothers of Martyrs” which were frequently held by the DYP Minister Akşener said “they would not bring an amnesty for the terrorists as it would offend the families of martyrs.” She said, “The Parliament cannot bring such a law. Or we will all be choked in the blood of youngsters who died at 20 or 21 years of age.” One of the women who attended the meeting said, “Give us guns, and let us go to the East.” Upon this Minister Akşener said, “Those who suffer from the loss of children will not be afraid of 3 or 4 plunders.” Another member of the DYP said in the meeting that he had lost his son during the suicide attack in Tunceli and added, “Now the statue of that woman terrorist is erected on a square in the name of human rights.”

On the other hand, the violent atmosphere of armed conflict provided a suitable ground for the spread of practices of extra-judicial execution, “enforced disappearances” and torture. It was almost impossible to investigate the violations against the right to life in the conflict areas in 1997. Especially the extra-judicial executions, enforced disappearances and torture practices towards the PKK militants couldn’t be investigated or reported. The security forces tried to vindicate themselves in respect of all their responsibilities for the violation of the right to life, by claiming that the people they killed were either PKK militants or they “supposed” that they were “terrorists.” The authorities abstained from any administrative or judicial proceeding even in cases where these claims proved to be false. The mainstream media did not cover this type of human rights violations and continued to publish or broadcast statements of the Governor of the State of Emergency Region as they were without investigating them. 

For example, the official Anatolian (Anadolu) News Agency reported in April that “upon an information security officers carried out an operation in the vicinity of Ağrı, and a clash broke out when terrorists opened fire in response to the ‘surrender call’ by the security officers; 2 of the terrorists were captured dead and 3 alive together with their guns.” However, an official “correction” was made later on but not all the newspapers that published the first news story gave place to this correction, which read as follows: “The Special Operation Team carrying out an operation in the vicinity of Ağrı were informed that there was a group of terrorists of 6 or 7 people in the military forbidden zone of Toptopik. They saw that there were 5 people in a barrack that was covered with nylons. Two of the 3 people who wanted to escape died in the firing. The investigation revealed that the persons who were killed were shepherds and they mistakenly believed to be terrorists.” It was revealed that the 2 shepherds had been killed by the special team members in the fire opened from 10-15 meters. (See chapter on Right to Life)

The practices of dismembering the corpses of the PKK militants or people who were alleged to be militants and displaying them in settlements continued. For example, 2 female PKK militants, village guards Fethi Güngörmüş and İsmail Şaşmaz, a confessor named İsmail Şaşmaz and 3 soldiers died in a calash that broke out in the area between Kulp and Lice districts of Diyarbakır and Genç district of Bingöl on 6 December. The dead bodies of the PKK militants wee taken to Adaklı town of Bingöl and they were reportedly displayed to the public, naked, at the gendarme station. A person named Vahdettin Yıldız (70) was reportedly detained when he protested against this inhuman practice. The “death report” issued for the corpses at Kızıltepe Gendarmerie HQ read that “the first corpse was about 25 years of age, her left ear had been cut starting above the earlobe, and the right ear had been cut off except the earlobe, the left eye had been excavated, fingers of the right hand had been dismembered, 3 fingers of the left hand were lacking, the neck had been broken. Both ears of the second corpse were lacking, three fingers on the left hand and one finger on the right were lacking.” The corpses were reportedly buried with their clothes on, by soldiers in holes opened with work machines in the cemetery of İpek quarter.

The atmosphere of clashes also provided the suitable conditions for crime organizations. The report of the Parliamentary Susurluk Commission stated that village guards had been involved in drug trafficking along with certain officials in charge in the southeast of Turkey. A member of the Commission, CHP İçel MP Fikri Sağlar disclosed that the money obtained from drug trafficking reached an amount of 50-55 billion dollars. The report of the Commission read that “chief village guards and team commanders were privileged in getting contact to the security authorities; they could freely get in military garrisons and security headquarters; they abused these relations in order to abuse the people for getting certain benefits; the chiefs of the village guards collected the payrolls of their men; they did not pay all of the money to them; they gave food stuff such as flour, sugar, tea instead of money; they did not actually take part in the struggle against terrorism; they settled in town centers and developed relations with the state authorities on the one hand and engaged in commerce on the other; abusing their relations with the state, they were involved in narcotics and gunrunning; they even murdered certain citizens accusing them of being PKK militants; utilizing their power they kidnapped people for money and they even killed them.”

Officials did not investigate murders by unknown assailants, which is one of the most important human rights abuses with respect to the counter-guerilla that came on the public agenda after the Susurluk accident. HADEP Deputy Chairman Ahmet Türk made a statement in January: “If the Kurdish problem had been solved via democratic methods, there would have been no need for the gangs. But nobody wants to admit this fact. No sensitivity has been developed up to date regarding the murders by unknown assailants. The Parliamentary Commission has been investigating the Topal murder only. But hundred of murders by unknown assailants were committed in Diyarbakır, Batman, and Silvan. Vedat Aydın, Abdulsamet Sakık, Musa Anter were killed in this manner. No initiatives have been taken for investigating these murders. For this reason, the current investigation on gangs and murders by unknown assailants will fail to produce any result, I believe.” The Susurluk Report of 1998 prepared by the Prime Ministry Inspection Board stated that certain Kurdish businessmen and Musa Anter had been killed by “gangs” formed by state officials. However, no investigation followed this report, which included statements of those responsible for these murders. 

The lack of control over the authority of the soldiers to carry and use guns and lack of sufficient military training also led to deaths. For example, Barış Balcı (20) died in Havsa district of Edirne as a result of the explosion of the hand grenade in his pocket on 7 May. The hand grenade was reportedly given to him by his brother Savaş Balcı, a NCO in Şırnak. Many bullet shells were found in the search at Balcı’s house. In İzmir, Erkan Uzun was injured when a hand grenade he brought after the military service exploded on 18 May. The explosion dismembered his arm. 

2.1 THE KURDISH PROBLEM

The human rights defenders, who favor a peaceful solution for the Kurdish problem on the basis of human rights and who criticize the official practices, and the intellectuals, democratic institutions and political parties were punished under various laws and administrative regulations for their opinions. The activities of the organizations that function in line with this purpose were hindered and their members and executives were arrested and tortured. Despite all these practices, many organizations and individuals continued their efforts to discuss the Kurdish problem and to criticize the official policies on the issue. However, the violent atmosphere developed around the Kurdish problem, the death toll of clashes, the atmosphere of hatred developed by the government and mainstream media prevented the discussion to take place overtly and on a comprehensive scope. The propaganda and discussions on the basis of the people who lost their lives in armed clashes and armed attacks, the state of emergency regulations and the “special security operations” methods closed the public agenda to the human rights problems lying behind the Kurdish problem. As a result of the propaganda (“psychological war”) conducted within the frame of “special security maneuvers (1993 concept)” developed by the NSC, growing sections of the society started to ignore the existence of human rights violations or perceived them as justified; thus, the denial of the Kurdish problem disseminated among the public. Although the existence of Kurds was accepted, expression of the word “Kurd” spurred reactions. The institutions and individuals that were in dissident positions on the Kurdish problem were completely excluded from the public life and discussion.

Particularly the People’s Democracy Party (HADEP) became a target of attacks, rather than having been ignored in the political sphere. A report submitted to the NSC proposed that HADEP as well as other persons and organizations and the human rights organizations having a critical approach to the Kurdish problem should be hindered, as a method of “anti-terror struggle.” The attacks against the HADEP gained a civilian character in 1997.

The most important initiative with regards to the Kurdish problem in 1997 was the Peace Conference planned to be held in May by the Human Rights Association (HRA). Ankara Governor banned the conference on the grounds that “people will be provoked.” HRA Chairperson Akın Birdal stated that the Kurdish problem was discussed on various other platforms in foreign countries such as in Brussels, Paris, Oslo, Rome and Bonn but it could not be discussed in this country, and said, “This decision challenges peace. It means to give up the aim of being a member of the European Union. This decision is an outcome of a mentality which closed Flash TV and the newspaper Demokrasi, and jailed Işık Yurtçu.” In the conference, the effects of the Kurdish problem on ecology and health services would have been discussed. US Government’s Spokesperson Nicholas Burns also expressed disappointment with the ban. Burns said that discussion of this issue freely and openly would be in favor of Turkey in the long run. 

Another initiative was the “Peace Train for Musa Anter,” (a Kurdish philosopher who was killed in Diyarbakır on 20 September 1992 by unknown assailants) which was to depart from Brussels and to arrive in Diyarbakır on World Peace Day in September. Many organizations and individuals gave support to this initiative, but the government and the political parties in the Parliament named it a “terror train.” The departure of the train was prevented upon the efforts by the German government and the Turkish Foreign Ministry, which also sought ways for prevention in the countries on its way from Belgium to Turkey. Some countries, which had once formed former Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, decided not to allow the train. Upon this, “Musa Anter Peace Delegation” was formed. The delegation would arrive in Diyarbakır on 1 September. The journey that started from İstanbul was hindered throughout the way, and the delegation was not allowed in the State of Emergency region. Many members of organizations, who showed support for the initiative in Diyarbakır, were detained and tortured. Foreign members of the delegation, politicians or representatives of NGOs, were also detained, tortured and later expelled (see the chapter on Freedom of Meeting and Demonstration). While the members of the delegation and the people, who wanted to welcome them, were under torture, President Süleyman Demirel disclosed that “Turkey had always been and would always be the guarantee of peace, democracy and universal human values,” in his statement on World Peace Day. 

The campaign “1 Million Signatures for Peace” which started in October 1996 ended in 1997. The text that read “I want peace” was signed all over Turkey. Many intellectuals as well as organizations and political parties gave support to this campaign. Fifty MPs also signed the text. In his statement on the reasons for starting this campaign, spokesperson lawyer Eşber Yağmurdereli said, “We aim to reach the people who only watch the future of Turkey, thus their own future. Our aim is to draw attention to the deaths of more than 30 thousand people in armed clashes, evacuated or burnt down villages, to murders by unknown assailants.” He also said that the policies of violence had damaged society to a great extent. The signatures collected during the campaign were submitted to Parliament on 17 May. A crowd of people gathered in front of the Human Rights Monument in Yüksel Street of Ankara in the morning. In his speech, Yağmurdereli said that many things had changed in Turkey but the peace did not come. He said, “The people are still killed and killing. Deaths in detention continue. Over 100 people are in prisons for expressing their opinions. We have started this campaign, thinking that the peace is the most important problem of this country. If concrete steps are not taken upon this campaign, we will bring one million people to Ankara. Our activities continue until peace comes.” Then, a delegation of about 100 people on behalf of the group submitted the signatures -a notary certified that they consisted of 1 million signatures- to Uluç Gürkan, Deputy President of the Parliament.

The Democracy Platforms, which were formed by NGOs and civic organizations in many provinces of Turkey, continued to pay efforts for the solution of the Kurdish problem and the protection of human rights in an atmosphere of peace. For example, Mardin Democracy Platform sent a letter to many state organizations and the political parties in July. The letter read that Turkey experienced a war for 13 years although it was not called that way, and the sides of this conflict should declare a cease-fire. The letter read “Kurds, Turks and other minorities, who have been living together for thousands of years, do not have any other solution but to live in democracy as equals and freely within the borders of the same country.” In addition to the cease-fire, Mardin Democracy Platform requested a general amnesty, abolition of the village guard system, allowing the replaced villagers back to their villages and compensating them, for the solution of the problem. 

The Union of Bar Associations of Turkey (TBB) was another organization that made statements on the issue. TBB stated that clashes and bloodshed continued in the state of emergency region and restrictions before the right to petition and freedom of expression continued, human rights violations were experienced to a great extent. TBB added that the detainees lacked the security of life, and deaths in prisons continued. TBB also criticized the village guard system, which turned out to be a crime organization. The chairpersons of bar associations stated the following as to the solution of the problems: “Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law and other provisions violating the freedom of expression should be abolished. Instead of carrying out efforts for individuals and for an amnesty, necessary steps should be taken for the social consensus. Turkey should be taken out of the position of being a country that has continuously been criticized in the international arena for human rights violations. The life security of the citizens especially in the east and south should be protected without human rights violations. The state of emergency rule should be abolished, and the normal legal system should be implemented. The policies of feeding racist and chauvinist inclinations should be abandoned. The village guard system should be abolished. Studies should be carried out for improving the economic, social and cultural situation of the region. International conventions and norms should be taken into consideration.” 

However, President Süleyman Demirel clearly demonstrated that the administrators were giving out a dull sound for the discussions on the Kurdish problem. He met with representatives of Diyarbakır Democracy Platform who prepared a report on the pressures in Lice and submitted the report to him on 1 February. When members of the delegation said that the state should carry out whatever necessary to stop the bloodshed of brothers, Demirel said, “no way to become brothers with those who kill imams, women and children.” Demirel said, “certain problems were experienced because of the actual situation of the region, but the state cannot be held responsible for individual cases that happened.”

Atila Hun, former Kars MP from the CHP, prepared a report entitled “The Kurdish Problem and Recent Developments,” and submitted it to the CHP in August. Hun stated that the effects of the 12 September coup were much more grave in eastern and southeastern Turkey. Hun said that the militarist polices basing only on the use of force were employed in that period, and these polices had paved the way for the strengthening of Kurdish nationalism. Hun said that especially the youth had chosen the way of self-defense and armed struggle in retaliation of the oppression on them, and added, “Thought which were formerly uttered by the PKK were also uttered by some other sections after the 12 September. The problems were not limited to the region, and expanded to cover the whole country.” 

a) The Kurdish Problem: National Security Policy

The Turkish Armed Forces (TSK) started to implement and expose its polices on the Kurdish problem more actively in 1997. The most organized party in the discussions on the Kurdish problem, the TSK, became the determining force in these discussions.

A report, which was allegedly prepared by the NSC Secretary General, was discussed in the session of the cabinet on 18 December 1996. The report entitled “Problems and Proposals in Anti-Terror Struggle” which was covered by the media in January 1997, requested control of the Kurdish population in and outside the region, prevention of the human rights organizations, employing “socio-economic measures”, increasing the investment to this end, strengthening the “security” equipment and increasing investment for this purpose, employing “psychological operation methods” systematically and extensively. The report also repeated the accusations against the HADEP and the dissident NGOs. The claims against HADEP were as follows: “The organization recruits militants via HADEP in the country. The rate of votes collected by HADEP in the recent election is worth attention. This legal party is actually functioning as the militant recruitment office of the organization. It has been evaluated that certain human rights organizations and other associations that seem legal have taken side.”
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“Problems and Proposals in Anti-Terror Struggle”

Terror and the struggle against terrorism have been on the agenda of our country for a long period of time, and great amounts of sources have been allocated for the struggle. This struggle, which has to be carried out as a whole, is implemented effectively by our security forces. However, it has been observed that there are certain problems with the political, social and economical aspects and there have been deficiencies and hitches in the solution of these problems. As the terrorist activities are carried out on a wide-scale in our country, it is essential to carry out the struggle in this field with a multidimensional organization. The struggle is continuing on the military side, yet certain problems emerge in connection with the financing security sources and with certain hitches in the work of some of the organizations and the institutions of the state. The internal security operation, which was started under the coordination of the Ministry of Interior, has been transferred to the TSK as a whole, and the actual responsibility has been undertaken by the army due to the realities of the country. It is extremely important to meet the Internal Security Operation needs of the TSK with priority in order to continue this struggle effectively. (...) 

It is vital that the anti-terror struggle that has been continuing with the effective use of the security forces is also supported by certain national forces. The involvement of these forces will eliminate the reasons behind the terror to some extent, and provide the re-structure of the region. 

KUTU BİTER 

The report also demonstrated the recent emphasize on the “psychological operation” and “socio-economic measures” with respect to the Kurdish problem. The report read, “The most important factor with regards to psycho-social and cultural strength is the ‘national unity’, which can be maintained with the unity of people in thoughts and actions. The state shall urgently take the measures to provide this unity and create an atmosphere of trust... This force which is important as least as the armed force, perhaps much more important, have been employed with the limited means of the self-scarifying TSK. However, in order to reach the intended consequences, psychological operation and propaganda shall be coordinated and carried out within the framework of a plan involving all of the bodies of the state.” 
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“Problems and Proposals in Anti-Terror Struggle”

Media activities: The most important target of the terrorist organization is staying on the agenda. The media has the strategy and tactics, which almost support this purpose of the organization, which is not hesitant to use its men in suicidal attacks. Knowingly or not, they have become instruments of the organization and even contribute to it with this approach. NGO Activities: Many delegations come to the region under the pretext of human rights, these delegations meet people, who have been determined beforehand and they prepare reports. 

Especially the PKK terror organization carries out activities that aim at the fundamental principles of our country and at harming the Turkish Republic in order to reach its purpose. It does not seem possible to carry out the struggle against these organizations only utilizing the security forces of our state. The anti-terror struggle can only be successful with the involvement of all of the organs and organizations of the state as well as the Turkish nation as a whole. In this respect the anti-terror struggle shall be taken as the problem of the state. Governments may change but the anti-terror strategy shall not differ from one government to another. Within this respect the state must constitute a long-term “anti-terror struggle policy” and this must be implemented without allowing the slightest deviation. (...) 
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In the chapter of the report on “Proposals,” the birth control was mentioned as one of the methods of “anti-terror struggle”: “A birth control campaign shall be started by the Ministry of Health, the people in the region shall be educated in this respect; radical measures shall be taken such as awarding to have less children and taxing to have more children.”

In the briefings of the General Staff given to members of the media and judiciary after the 28 February process also gave place to the views of the TSK on the Kurdish problem. In the briefing in April, The General Staff Internal Security Chief gave a speech in the section on “PKK and Terrorism”, and he said “it was harming the struggle to have different opinions on the state level.” It was claimed, “other bodies of the state were not as successful as the army; there were political parties, politicians and human rights organizations supporting the PKK; and certain members of the media had publications in favor of the PKK.” 

One of the most important aspects of the TSK policy on the Kurdish problem was the stress on “socio-economic measures” in 1997. Throughout the year, the NSC and the military authorities requested the employment of “socio-economic measures” subsequent to “military measures.” It was stressed that the gains acquired via military measures would be continuous with these measures. In November, the General Staff organized a tour in the region titled “Southeast Anatolia Media Tour” for some columnists, managers and representatives of the media. At the beginning of this tour, a briefing was given to the journalists at 21st Gendarmerie Border Regiment HQ on 17 November, titled “Where are we in the struggle against terrorism”. The General Staff Internal Security Branch Director Colonel Nazmi Solmaz said that they had come to the stage of exterminating the PKK three times, but “it managed to survive extermination in 1987, because of the gap in changing the martial law rule into a state of emergency rule; in 1990, under the atmosphere of mass migration because of the Gulf War; and in 1992, because of the shortening of the military service period and the atmosphere of hesitation after the organization declared a so-called unilateral cease-fire.” Colonel Solmaz added that the situation continued up to date, as economical and social measures had not been taken parallel to military measures. 
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Views of the General Staff

* The terrorist organization has declared its target as “Great Kurdistan” on the claims of different language, culture and race. The stages of this target are listed as maintaining cultural rights, establishing an autonomous federation, establishing “Northern Kurdistan” in Turkey, and finally establishing “Great Kurdistan” to cover Iran and Iraq. The PKK has become the organization and was to be exterminated three times, in 1986, 1990 and 1993. Since 1994, the organization lost a huge amount of its mountain units, had internal conflicts, and inclined to carry out sensational actions with less risk. In this bottleneck it began to utter the phrase “democratic solution” instead of former “political solution”.

* The PKK acquires black money amounting to 30 million Mark annually in Germany, and it transfers black money in Turkey via Turkish banks. Documents are at the deposit of the National Security Organization (MİT). The organization brings about 25 thousand people abroad through illegal ways in one year, and obtains an income of 125 million Mark. In Germany 30 million Mark is obtained illegally; it takes 1000 to 15000 Mark per person from vehicles that go abroad. The PKK has a financial source totaling 2 billion dollars through money extortion, narcotics trafficking, gambling and other mafia relations.

* The daily money spent by the TSK in the region where the struggle against terrorism is continuing is 1 million 250 thousand dollars. When the expenses of the gendarmerie units of the Ministry of Interior and other security organizations are taken into consideration, this amount is 4 million dollars a day. However, an estimated amount of 3 million dollars would be spent for the personnel and other expenses in the region if there was no struggle against terrorism.

* Inside the country and abroad, the PKK has been in cooperation with organizations and actions, including the fundamentalists that aim at destroying the Turkish Republic. The fundamentalist Islamists are favoring “community” instead of “nation,” and for this reason they give support to the PKK on the basis of opposition to the Turkish nation. The fundamentalists do not accept the Turkish nationalism, and they express that the members of the separatist terror organization had a just cause as “Muslims”.

* The separatist and fundamentalist terror organizations are in cooperation and solidarity for destroying the Turkish Republic. The change in the National Military Strategy Document within this framework evaluates them as more dangerous than foreign threats. The primary source of threat is separatism and fundamentalism.

* The USA has declared 7 states including Iran, Iraq and Syria as states giving support to terrorism. Especially Iran gives support to fundamentalist activities in Turkey and also provides logistic support for terror; for example, it shelters about 550 terrorists at the border. In addition to them, the Russian Federation, Armenia, Bulgaria, Greece, Greek Cyprus and some of the European countries openly or semi-openly support the terror in Turkey. All of the countries that support the PKK provide financial and military support for especially the fundamentalists, firstly Iran and Syria. One general and 200 officers from Greece have aided the terror organization in Bekaa Valley.

* So-called democracy and human rights defenders openly support the terror organization by means of their legal status. The aim is to interrupt the armed struggle in places such as Tunceli, Sivas and Lice by masking the activities of the terror organization.

* Like the TSK, all of the public organs and organizations as well as the citizens are responsible (in struggle) against those who want to destroy the laicist, democratic and social state of law structure of the Turkish Republic. Yet as we have the gun, we have the consciousness of using this gun in favor of the people, in line with their requests and whenever necessary. The TSK has not targeted the democratic regime. We do not carry out an operation against our own people.
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The military authorities invited the government as well as non-governmental organizations and investors to the region and carried out a campaign in this regard. For example, State of Emergency Region Gendarmerie Public Order Commander General Altay Tokat invited the businessmen to invest in the region. Tokat said, “Now the businessmen’s excuse of inability to invest in the region due to security reasons is no longer valid. They can invest wherever they want. All kinds of security measures can be taken in the places where they want to invest.”

The General Staff expressed these opinions directly to the media in 1997, excluding the cabinet’s mediation. Besides, tours were organized in certain military regions and village guard regions in the State of Emergency region for journalists and columnists who had a distant attitude in the media towards the policies of the General Staff. The journalists, who would have difficulties in carrying out independent investigations in the region, narrated their observations during these tours and gave place to details of the military opinions on the Kurdish problem.
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In the Kurdish provinces we toured, there were districts not accessible after certain hours, evacuated and burnt down villages, migration that brought the people on the verge of death because of poverty. Additionally, there were villages with the population of two as only two villagers had accepted to become village guards. Also the State of Emergency rule that continues despite the claims that it was abolished; closed down trade unions and associations, etc. Urfa is not within the State of Emergency legislation nor does it have the status of neighboring province. The existence of the political police, anti-terror unit can be smelled. Yet they are under the control of soldiers. An example of this eye on the city comes from our meeting with Mehmet Can, General Director of the most popular radio station in Urfa, Radyo Karacadağ, and its news director Vedat Bakır. Toprak and Bakır say that they pay for every single song in Kurdish they play, and they were prosecuted for most of them. They also showed certain calls, which were sent to local newspapers with the “request of their publication.” These calls are from the soldiers addressed to the people in the region. They said that all other radio stations and local newspapers had given place to them except Radyo Karacadağ. These texts remind calls distributed via military helicopters in the region previously, which invited the people in the region to struggle against the PKK with the army and for Allah, using the flag and mosque together, giving excerpts from the Koran. For example, Labor’s Party Mardin Provincial Chairperson Mahmut Kılıç states that they saw Hezbollah and counter-guerilla against them when they protested the killing of a child who was crashed by a military panzer in Kızıltepe on 23 April last year. After they rallied to the prosecution office in protest to the incident, a person called Kılıç’s house, saying he called from Batman, saying, “Your punishment is certain in the presence of Allah.” (Fatih Polat, “Ununiformed Observations from the State of Emergency Region”, Emek, 27-29.12.1997)
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On the other hand, the Chief Office of the General Staff lodged many official complaints in connection with the criticisms directed at “special operations” in the region or the reporting of the human rights violations. They followed the platforms of criticism regarding the Kurdish problem and human rights, and they issued reports against these people and organizations. Many trials were opened in connection with these official complaints.

The military authorities also reacted against the cease-fire that the PKK declared. The response to the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan’s cease-fire call that was broadcast on MED TV came from the General Staff on 2 January, which said that “PKK has been pinched as a result of effective operations and its leader made one of the usual calls.” The General Secretary of the General Staff stated that “PKK came to understand that it could not obtain any result from the armed struggle that was carried out since 1984,” and listed the reasons in “Öcalan’s call for peace” as follows: “He failed to get support of the people and in connection with this he failed to find additional militants, and even lost them every passing day; lack of discipline within the organization because of the conflict at the top level of the organization that stems from the terror organization leader’s approach of brutal leadership, and increasing demoralization; the chief of organization understood that the TSK is determined to exterminate this murder organization; he had a great number of casualties in the last one year; the terrorist organization wants to change its image and to be seem in favor of peace, thus wants to get a political status similar to that of the Palestinian Liberation Army; he lost foreign support; the anxiety of Öcalan as the organization is assumed as a murder organization and gang of narcotics trafficking by the international public.” 

b) The Government’s Approach to the Kurdish Problem

In 1997, as in the previous years, the NSC was determinant in the government’s approach towards the Kurdish problem. The authorities asserted that there was no Kurdish problem, and they pictured the situation as “problem of terror” because of the PKK and the Southeastern problem” which has been defined on the basis of socio-economic problems.

The governments in 1997 implemented the policy determined by the NSC. As a common policy, they routinely brought the prolongation of the state of emergency legislation on the Parliamentarian agenda; although they opposed the implementation when they were in opposition. During the debates in the sessions, the political parties in power gave support to the State of Emergency that violated human rights, whereas the opposition criticized them. 

The human rights problems on which the Kurdish problem grounded continued uninterruptedly. The ban on using the mother tongue, which was particularly imposed on Kurdish, continued to be one of the main elements of the “state policy.” 

One of the documents that reflect the “official attitude” towards the Kurdish problem was the circular issued by the Minister of Interior on 3 January 1997 within the framework of the “instructions of the Prime Minister dated 12.11.1993.” This circular drew the outline for governors and security organizations regarding the implementation of the policy that had been formulated by the National Security Council in 1993. 
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Circular by the Ministry of Interior, 3 January 1997

I. Measures to be taken in certain periods of time: 

1- Against the separatist terror organization’s attempt to activate intellectuals, artists and other influential persons that can be effective on the internal and foreign public:

The persons who can be referred to as intellectuals by the organization and who are currently used by the organization, their biographies and other intelligence information about them should be collected, (between January and March 1997)

The people that the organization can use to influence the internal and foreign public should be named, in order to eliminate their influence, (between January and May 1997)

International organizations and institutions should be given true information about the people introduced as intellectuals by the organization, and files about them should be sent to these bodies, (between January and May 1997)

2- In order to avoid the possibility of the organization’s accusations of “informant” or “gang” and thus establishing psychological pressure, carrying out massacres and other armed attacks against sections that take the side of the state; necessary measures should be taken for increasing the morale of the citizens that support the state, particularly the village guards. The public should be informed in appropriate ways against the intentional news stories that appear in the media regarding the abolition of the village guard system, (between January and May 1997)

3- In line with the circular issued by the Prime Ministry on 3 January 1997 (ref: orders by the Prime Ministry dated 12.11.1993), the necessary tasks should be performed for the implementation of the special project on avoiding abuse of Nevruz by the organization, (in March 1997)

II. Measures to be implemented continuously:

1. In order to avoid the separatist terror organization PKK’s activities of recruiting militants in order to increase the staff, necessary measures should be taken in order to maintain that the population between 14 and 25 stay away from the organization,

The issue should be mentioned continuously at every level of the state mechanism in their contact with the citizens in order to eliminate the influence of the organization,

Those who seem inclined to participate in the organization should be followed closely; they and their families should be convinced,

2. Against the activities of the organization such as establishing so-called front headquarters in the so-called states and forming bodies such as logistic training, finance, health, military recruitment office, people’s court and so on in these headquarters, the cooperator should immediately be determined and convinced, displayed to the public, and punished if necessary, 

3. In order to avoid the organization’s and its supporters’ use of international organizations, democratic mass organizations, human rights organizations, news agencies, newspapers and TV stations, universities, internationally famous persons against Turkey:

Special enlightenment programs should be applied on the international basis; those people from the region who have suffered from terror should be visited by these people and organizations; campaigns of sending faxes, letters, post cards and picture albums should be organized,

Those who suffered from terror should be given the means for applying to international organizations such as Helsinki Watch and International Human Rights with documents and information; these organizations should be protested for their attitude of taking sides,

Campaigns should be carried out with the participation of various associations and organizations in order to protest the one-sided attitude of the European Union of Churches, media organs, local and national governments,

Programs should be prepared and these should be implemented by publishing them in newspapers, interviews, enlightening and informing the public against the organization’s thesis that it has chosen the method of terrorism as it could not find a democratic environment and in fact it was a political party, 

4. In order to avoid the organization’s establishing close relations with extreme leftist organizations, Yezidis, Alevites and radical Islamic groups, and in order to prevent the activities of existing organizations and their actions in the country and abroad:

In order to avoid the ideological and action unity of extreme leftist organizations with the PKK, the leaders of opinion and action should be enlightened in appropriate ways, those who cannot be convinced should be displayed and disgraced before the public as professional and degenerated people,

Those who have the status of being the natural leaders of the Alevite and Yezidi community in the country should be supported in a way to increase their influence on these groups, and necessary measures should be taken in order to avoid the abuse of these groups by these people,

Necessary measures should be taken for preventing the influence of people the PKK wants to become leaders,

It should be maintained that prominent names of Alevite, Yezidi and radical Islamic groups who support the state make statements against the unions formed by the PKK, these statements should be reflected in the internal and international public (via the media),

Necessary measures should be taken to enlighten the public regarding the reasons behind the establishment of organizations that are controlled by the PKK (Union of Alevites; Union of Yezidis; Kurdistan Islamic Movement) and how they abuse the public they address (to this end, it should be maintained that scientists give conferences),

5. In case that the organization provokes the immigration from Turkey to Northern Iraq, Iran and Syria and vice versa in order to influence the policies of especially the UN High Commissioner of Refugees and the USA regarding the region, and in case that it uses the citizens in Atrush Camp with the same purpose:

The propaganda of local representatives of the organization should be rendered ineffective in order to avoid the provocation and agitation of the people in unstable districts and villages,

The people should be informed continuously against claims,

Persons who can make accusations or incite the people should be taken under control, and measures should be taken in order to render these people unbelievable before the public,

In the activities addressing the people, critical persons who have the qualification of informing and directing the people should be found and used,

6. The parliamentarians, religious men, journalists and especially the staff members of NGOs such as International Human Rights and Amnesty International should be directed in appropriate means and they should be followed when they come to Turkey in order to collect data for the propaganda of the organization; and Diyarbakır Press Office should be employed for this purpose,

7. Against the organization’s activities of establishing state assemblies, national assembly and national congress:

All the activities of the separatist organization in this respect should be prevented, 

Former criminal records and the relations of the people who participate in the meetings under the control of the organization and who swear in these meetings should be submitted to the national and international public,

Administrative and legal measures should be taken against those who establish institutes for the expansion of the use of Kurdish and rendering it a language of reading and speaking or those who intend to open courses for reading and writing in Kurdish, 

9. In order to avoid the possibility of the organization’s accusations of “informant” or “gang” and thus establishing psychological pressure, carrying out massacres and other armed attacks against sections that take the side of the state:

The youths who have inclinations of participating in the organization or who have been kept in prison for a while, and who have a high school or upper degree should be kept under control, 

The pictures taken during clashes should be broadcast after those that can be regarded within the framework of the Geneva Conventions are excluded, 

10. Against the activities of the PKK to promote media broadcast in line with its aims: 

Non-governmental organizations and people should organize campaigns of sending letters, faxes and telegrams to the institutions and governments who give permission of broadcast, 

The information and documents which indicate that MED TV did not broadcast music and show programs as stated in its license but its broadcast has a political context that supports a terrorist organization should be transmitted to the governments who issued these licenses and initiatives for the prevention of the broadcast should continue, 

MED TV should be prevented from making programs in the country,

Every intentional program broadcast on the MED TV should be corrected before the international organizations, and this should not be carried out directly but via NGOs, 

11. Against the organization’s opening ERNK bureaus and strengthening the power of the existing bureaus, special security investigations should be carried out against those who are in charge of these bureaus, and if necessary applications with the evidence of crime should be made for the extradition of these people from the related country, 

12. In case that the international organizations take a decision or make a statement in favor of the separatist terror organization or against the applications in the anti-terror struggle, campaigns of sending faxes, letters, telegrams should be organized via associations, private organizations; the families of martyrs and foundations and associations of these families should get involved in these campaigns, 

13. In order to prevent the abuse of the colors yellow, red and green, which have become the symbols of the organization and other separatist circles, the issue that these colors are the traditional colors of Turks should be considered in scientific meetings, 

14. It should be emphasized on every occasion that the main project of the organization and other separatist circles is self-determination and independence, in response to their claims that have been expressed on various occasions -we do not have the opinion of separating from the Turkish Republic, 

15. In order to hinder the organization in seeking new fields of activity: 

Street peddlers in Adana, İçel, Antalya, Sivas, Konya, Nevşehir, Kırşehir, Tokat, Ankara, İstanbul and İzmir should be hindered,

Necessary measures should be taken to prevent a unity of extreme leftist organizations with the PKK in action, 

The non-religious activities in cemevi (a kind of worship place) which influence our Alevite citizens should be taken under control,

Emphasize should be put on activities such as sports clubs, folk dances and music and the young populations should be taken into these organizations, 

Taking into consideration the fact that the inhabitants in the region or those who have settled recently are not registered, the Law on ID numbered 1774 should be precisely implemented,

16. The Koran courses should be controlled in order to avoid the possible control of these courses by the Kurdistan Islamic Movement Organization that is controlled by the organization, 

17. Necessary measures should be taken for increasing the morale of the security forces and strengthen their relations with the people in order to prevent the propaganda activities of organization for damaging the public trust for the security forces, 

18. The activity reports should be sent to the Ministry of Interior State of Emergency Coordination Board Secretary General after March, June, September and December.

Distribution: State of Emergency Regional Governor, governors of 80 provinces, Gendarme General Headquarters, Security General Directorate
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The political parties who opposed the state of emergency rule when they were in opposition defended the same polices when they came to power, as the policies regarding the Kurdish issue were determined by the NSC in 1997 as well. For example, RP MP Vehbi Hatiboğlu, who criticized the implementations when the RP was in opposition, had to defend these policies when the RP-DYP coalition government was in power. MPs of the RP of Kurdish origin, who have consistently opposed the extension of the state of emergency legislation, frequently criticized this situation.

This was also the case in the DSP. DSP leader Bülent Ecevit stated in a press conference on 18 January that the government had transferred the security duties in the Southeast to the autonomous feudal forces since 1985, and said, “They were given the responsibility to establish special armies and the Southeast of Turkey has become similar to Lebanon.” Ecevit stated that villagers who had been forced to migrate from their villages in the Southeast had been in a desperate situation, as observed when a businessman distributed food: “It is to the shame of the state that starving people snatched the food packages distributed to them as charity and they were scattered on the mud. Erbakan administration was supposed to provide shelter and food to the poor, but his government has continued to be indifferent and disinterested like the former governments in the six months in power.” Ecevit also stated the there were no employment areas for the people who had been forced to migrate, the incomplete investments were not completed, and said, “For this reasons unemployment, starvation and helplessness are at an unbearable level in the southeast. The future of hundred of thousands of our children is in darkness because at least 3.000 schools have been closed for years and the ones which are supposedly open do not function because of lack of teachers. Many of them grow up without learning Turkish.” Ecevit also pointed to the erosion because of the burnt down forests, and said, “As long as this situation prevails in the region, it will be harder to eradicate the separatist movement. The feudal structure that is the biggest obstruction for the development in the region has altogether taken its roots with the village guard system” 

After the cabinet meeting in Siirt on 16 September, Bülent Ecevit spoke as a Deputy Prime Minister this time, and he expressed that the human rights violations in the state of emergency region and its surrounding provinces were PKK’s fault. He said that the region was under “terrorist pressures” for a long time, more than 3 thousand villages and hamlets were evacuated and 117 thousand students were deprived of education as 2 thousand schools were closed. Ecevit stated that terrorism slowed down but was not completely terminated, and said, “If this was only a domestic problem, then we would have already resolved the issue. There are people who plan to divide Turkey.”

During the same period, the Democracy Platform, which was formed with the participation of the democratic mass organizations from 12 provinces, made a statement on 27 September and responded to the official view. Members of the Democracy Platform made a joint statement concerning the cross-border operations of the Turkish Armed Forces, the village guard system and village-city project in the region. The statement read, “The 55th government is not different from previous governments within the 70 years of the republic’s history and it is understood in a short period of time that it depends on oppressive policies on many issues.” According to the statement, “the destruction from the war that has been going on for years in the region is increasing even more in the last period, the residential areas and forests are still being set on fire and the cross-border operations insistently continue even though they place the government in a difficult situation in the international arena.” Additionally, it was stated that the pressure on the civilian organizations, which had an attitude of being on the side of democracy, human rights and freedom as well as peace and goodwill have increased and this meant the continuation of violent policies and illegal practices. The statement declared that the reason for the hardships in Turkey in general and in the region was the Kurdish problem. 

The “Southeast” projects of the Mesut Yılmaz government were not different from that of the Erbakan government. The government explained its “southeast” policy as follows: Establishing central villages from scattered villages and hamlets “in order to ensure productivity and safety;” supplying reasonable credits and energy for the development of agriculture and stockbreeding within the scope of “return to the village project;” giving importance to boarding primary schools in the region; improving border trade; completing the incomplete establishments; reviewing the village guard system and structure of the special team. 

The attitude of the political parties in parliament regarding the Kurdish problem gave rise to various undertakings by Kurdish MPs from different parties. CHP Deputy Secretary General Sinan Yerlikaya, who made a statement in January, said that a political wing was to be established within the Parliament in order to resolve the Kurdish problem. He addressed the Kurdish MPs in Parliament: “Their region is deeply distressed. Whatever party they are from, it is their duty to end the troubles in the region. They should stand up and act in unity.” Yerlikaya continued his words as follows: “Whichever party they are from, they should abandon the thought that they will upset their own leaders or some environs and institutions. The region’s responsibility is on their shoulders. They should abandon their fear that they will be prosecuted or not be reelected as MPs.”

Kurdish MPs from various parties, including two ministers, prepared a report to be submitted to President Demirel, Prime Minister Erbakan, Chairman of the General Staff General Karadayı and political party leaders. The report that was prepared by the General Secretary of the “Coordination Committee,” Batman MP Musa Okçu, mentioned a series of problems from education to immigration, investments to security. The report said that the region should be excluded from the privatization project, and drew attention to “great social explosions.” The draft report said the following in the introduction: “Our Southeast region has regressed in comparison to our other regions due to the incorrect economic policies implemented in the region. The unemployment in the region has reached an enormous level. The government has not made any attempts to invest in the last 15 years, and no substantial private investments have been made in the region due to terrorism.” The report said the following on the education problem: “The evacuation of the villages have negatively affected education, the schools in the centers of migration have become insufficient and illiteracy has become widespread because of the closed down schools in the rural areas.” The report also mentioned that the village guard system was a threat and proposed that the state of emergency should be abolished. However, this report was also an indicator of the obligation to stay within the officially stated limits for discussing the Kurdish problem.

c) The Kurdish Problem: Socio-Economic Solution

The criticisms of the National Security Council and the military forced the government to develop a perspective on the Kurdish problem. However, this perspective could not go beyond the frame drawn by the NSC and the military. In 1997, the governments continued to insist that there was a “Southeast” problem aside from the “terrorism problem” and this had socio-economic reasons and solutions.

The common point of the “socio-economic” packages stated by different governments was encouraging investments. However, it has been noticed that public sources allocated for encouraging investments were transferred to the “profit economy” which developed in the region.

In the NSC meeting in April, Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan introduced his report for socio-economic measures proposed by the government in order to resolve the “Southeast problem.” The report proposed that efforts should be made in order to supply fifty percent of the employer insurance premiums by the Treasury for 5 years; some of the tax payments of employers should be suspended for 5 years; 150 percent discounts should be applied on investments; the state estates should be transferred to investors; amendments should be made in laws in order to provide the municipalities and the local governments in the region with a share from the tax incomes of the general budget. Prior to the NSC meeting in March, Prime Minister Erbakan said the following regarding the “progress” that they planned: “Very important steps have been taken in the fight against terrorism. Now it is time for peace, brotherhood and friendship.” Erbakan said that terrorism could completely be terminated if the measures stated in the package were applied without any concessions.

The measures-promises by the RP-DYP government in 1997 were as follows:

- TL 119 trillion would be spent for health, education and infrastructure investments;

- Airports and organized industrial regions would be built in all provinces in the region;

- 45 thousand unemployed people would be employed through 71 projects;

- Measures would be taken to supply residences for public employees such as security officers, teachers and religious men (imams) and for villagers who are preparing to return to their villages;

- 15 new hospitals would be established;

- Supplying tax reductions to investors.

The program, which was approved by the NSC, has not been applied. 

The socio-economic sides of the problem, including basic rights and citizens’ rights were ignored in the government’s and the media’s search for bringing a “socio-economic solution” to the Kurdish problem in line with NSC’s initiative. The military and civilian bureaucracy, government and mainstream media expressed views on the measures such as transferring the investments to the region and expanding the production opportunities of the village guards or providing subsidies for them. On the other hand, the destruction of residential areas because of war and social problems caused by enforced migration never took place in the “reform” packages and they were mentioned in public debates. While the basic rights such as the right to employment, health and education rights were discussed under the “state security” views, they did not cover issues such as compensating the people who have suffered from these security polices, repairing the damages in residential units, applying the basic rights without discrimination and providing the employees with social guarantees. The socio-economic solutions have been developed on the basis of the region’s situation of being storage of raw resources and cheap labor as a result of policies implemented to get the support of the people in the region for the state policies.

The report of the NSC titled “Problems of Anti-Terror Struggle and Proposals” which was allegedly declared to the government, read that the state should provide extensive support for the development of suitable areas; and proposed that private investments should be encouraged by various subsidies such as tax exemption. The report gave place to various measures, which included the establishment of soup kitchens in all provinces in the region, and read, “It should be secured by the state with priority that electricity, roads, water, telephone and other services are brought to villages, the unemployment insurance is initiated in the region and the citizens who have suffered from the terrorism are compensated.”

HADEP Deputy Secretary General Sedat Yurtdaş criticized the proposals of “socio-economic measures”. He made the following comments on the NSC meeting of 30 March: “Economic, social and cultural measures are proposed for the Kurdish problem. Yet economic, cultural as well as psychological interventions have been made at any rate since the DYP-SHP coalition government in 1991. The problem has become an unsolvable one. The NSC meetings in February and March do not encompass any reforms and not a single evaluation of the political problem. Even the development and protection of the Kurdish culture has not been mentioned. It is the desire for years that the citizens in the region are interested in sports and soccer.”

While the debates on “socio-economic solution” were taking place, the social affects of the Kurdish problem became graver. Evacuation and destruction of residential centers and increase in poverty affected the social and economic rights. The report titled “Proposal for a New and Effective System for Fighting Poverty and Distribution of Income in Diyarbakır” prepared by the State Planning Organization, stated that there was an “equality in poverty” in respect to the income distribution in southeastern and eastern Turkey: “The income in the Southeast and East Anatolian regions has been more justly distributed than in other regions. It has been determined that the total household share from the usable income is 38.6 percent in the Marmara Region, 13.9 percent in the Aegean Region, 11.0 percent in the Mediterranean Region, 15.4 percent in the Inner Anatolian Region, 10.9 in the Black Sea Region, 5.7 in the East Anatolian Region and 4.5 percent in the Southeast Anatolian Region.” 

It was reported that the public sources in the region were allocated to security forces, village guards and “profit earners” developed in the atmosphere of clashes. Minister of State Sacit Günbey carried out an investigation in Diyarbakır and its districts. He made the following statement: “The Social Aid and Solidarity Encouragement Fund, which has been a support for people and families in economic and social poverty and a shelter for the needy patients, has digressed from its objectives and has become a mechanism that transfer funds to other disciplines and sects instead of to the poor and needy. More than half of the sources have been used for purposes outside the objectives.”

Trade union activities were prevented in all the provinces in the region, especially in Diyarbakır; trade union members were dismissed from their jobs, and underpaid jobs with no social security became widespread. Strikes and other union activities were banned as a practice of the state of emergency rule. (See the chapter on Freedom of Organization).

d) Turkification: the Policy of Assimilation

One of the methods that the NSC and the government applied to solve the Kurdish problem was the effort to make the citizens adopt official symbols. As an outcome of the practices by special teams and gendarmes, some of the families adopted “nationalist” ideas and they were assigned as village guards, who became the most important and dangerous tool of this policy. The new “state policy” was evidently declared especially in the celebrations of Republic Day and Newroz (Kurdish New Year).

The government refused the right for the Kurds to be educated in their mother tongue in line with the “state policy” related to the Kurdish problem and the provisions of the Constitution, and developed a policy to “ensure the dominance of Turkish” in the regions where the Kurds live. The Ministry of National Education determined that “students in the region have not learned Turkish because they have adopted Kurdish prior to primary school,” and decided to introduce Turkish to children that are 3 years of age. The Ministry of National Education, setting out from “the anxiety that Turkish has lost its dominance in eastern Turkey,” decided to establish special schools that give more importance to Turkish. The Ministry authorities declared that these schools would be established under the name of kindergarten, and children aged three, four and five would be provided education only in Turkish. The authorities planned that kindergartens would be opened in every province in the region until the end of the year. Besides, it was reported that the Ministry was preparing Turkish publications for the region. In this framework, special videotapes were produced to be used in the primary schools and kindergartens in the region. The Ministry authorities stated that they would not digress from their objective of “either Turkish will be spoken or Turkish will be spoken” in the Southeast. (
)

The circular of the Ministry of Interior dated 3 January requested, “Administrative and legal measures should be taken against those who establish institutes for the expansion of the use of Kurdish and rendering it a language of reading and speaking or those who intend to open courses for reading and writing in Kurdish.”

The Foreign Language Education Law, which was adopted in 1983 and which has the status of a “law that cannot even be proposed for amendment” under Temporary Article 15 of the Constitution is prohibiting education in the mother tongue. According to Article 2 of this law, “The mother language of Turkish citizens cannot be taught in any other language than Turkish.” The same article reads the languages that will be taught in the educational system in Turkey “will be determined by the Cabinet after receiving the comments of the NSC.” In line with this provision, the DYP-SHP coalition government led by Süleyman Demirel and Erdal İnönü issued a circular which provided that “education in Spanish, Arabic, Japanese and Chinese could be given additional to English, French and German in official and private courses,” based on the NSC decisions of 1991 and 1992. The constitutional ban on education in the mother tongue did not include Greek, Armenian and Jewish as international treaties secure them. The languages that have been affected the most by this ban were Kurdish and Assyrian. 

The Kurdish Cultural and Research Foundation (Kürt-Kav) applied for official status in 1991, but was officially founded only with the decision of the 18th Chamber of the Court of Cassation on 16 January 1996. One of the activities listed in the statute of Kürt-Kav is teaching Kurdish to students at all levels. Kürt-Kav applied to İstanbul Governor’s Office for opening a Kurdish language course on 20 August 1996. İstanbul National Education Directorate stated on 20 March 1997 that it was impossible to open a Kurdish language course. The Prime Ministry’s circular dated 17 November 1989 was given as a reason for this decision. The Chairman of Kürt-Kav Yılmaz Çamlıbel requested to see the circular in question, but he was told that it was confidential.

Against the decision of the Ministry, Kürt-Kav filed a case with Ankara Administration Court on 20 March 1997. On 12 November, the court rejected the demand of “annulling the implementation,” based on the law and the decree on the education in the mother tongue. The court also refused Kürt-Kav’s request to open a case with the Constitutional Court for the provision of the Constitution on the mother tongue. In the meantime, a language course was opened, but İstanbul Governorate closed the course and sealed the place of course on 16 June. Kürt-Kav Chairman Yılmaz Çamlıbel protested the decision. He said that the official language courses had provided classes for Central Asian Republics’ languages in addition to the nine languages listed in decrees: “In Turkey, where many language courses are legal, there is no fair ground of banning the language course that 20 million citizens are speaking. Every language is a flower in the garden of humanity. Therefore, improving the existence of all languages of the world has been accepted as a basic human right. In Turkey, where peaceful and democratic solutions to the Kurdish problem are insistently emphasized, the administrators are persistently closing the entire legal, democratic and peaceful basis to the Kurds, pushing them into violence and then complaining about the situation. We want all administrators who have shown tolerance and respect to all other languages to show the same to the Kurdish language. We call on everybody no matter of their nationality, race, language, religion and gender, but who favor peace, democracy and human rights to support the legitimate and legal works of our foundation.”

People, who spoke Kurdish in public places, were also penalized. For example, former Şırnak MP Mahmut Alınak was sentenced to 6 months of imprisonment for delivering a speech in Kurdish during the election campaign in 1991. The case opened against Alınak at Şırnak Penal Court ended on 8 March. The court concluded that Alınak, in the election propaganda in Şırnak on 19 October 1991, “used a language (Kurdish) other than Turkish and thus violated Article 58 and 151/2 of the Law on the Basic Regulations of Elections and Electoral Roll.” The prison sentences were later commuted to a fine. Alınak commented on the punishment that he had only spoken a few words in Kurdish in order to introduce himself, but the court had considered the speech as an offense.

The amendments made on the law regarding radio and television broadcasts preserved the ban on broadcasts in languages other than Turkish. In a statement in September, Minister of State Salih Yıldırım said, “The government is not considering to allow broadcasts in Kurdish at this stage. Kurdish is a very sensitive subject. It is open to exploitation. Therefore, it is not proper to dispute Kurdish broadcasts at this stage. Maybe it could be permitted in the future.”

However, the ban on Kurdish music was abandoned. Thereupon, the authorities in the State of Emergency Region took various other oppressive measures against the TV channels and radios that broadcast Kurdish music. Metro TV and Radio, Kanal 21, Can TV and Radio, Bağ TV and Radio and Diyarbakır FM, which had been broadcasting for 5 or 6 years in Diyarbakır, received requests of Kurdish music from their audience. Then these TV channels and radios included some love songs of former Kurdish singers in their programs. However, the security authorities sealed the TV and radio stations on the grounds that the broadcasts were interfering with the wireless communication. The police forces raided live programs on the grounds of “separatist broadcast,” and detained the DJs and the guests. Metro TV, which broadcasted music in Kurdish, was closed down for 30 days on 13 March in connection with a speech in a program. Local radio station ŞOK-FM in Mersin and many other local radios and TV channels were closed down on various grounds.

The “security” units who refused the cultural requests of the Kurds stayed silent towards the pirate radios established for propaganda. In June, a pirate radio called “Bayrak (Flag) Radyo” started to broadcast in Tunceli, where no private radios were allowed. Tunceli Mayor Mazlum Arslan stated that soldiers had established the Bayrak Radio, and said that the municipality had tried to establish a radio station for a long time, but they were not given permission. Mazlum Arslan expressed that they did not find it appropriate for a radio to broadcast under the control of soldiers and added that they were disturbed by the fact. The propaganda broadcast of the security units also included broadcast in Kurdish. The first pirate radio was “Dicle’s Voice Radio” (Denge Dicle), which started to broadcast from the “General Fazıl Bilge Garrison” close to the Devegeçidi Dam on the Diyarbakır-Ergani highway at the beginning of 1992. However, its existence was denied by the State of Emergency Governor Ünal Erkan. Many of the producers of the radio, which also broadcast songs in Kurdish, Turkish and Zaza language, were confessors. While playing Kurdish elegies, the pirate radio invited PKK supporters to surrender. It broadcasted from the morning hours to 8pm in the evening in Mardin, Urfa, Batman and Diyarbakır.

In Turkey many institutions exist and are supported by officials and the government on the “Turkish culture” including Central Asian and Balkan cultures, but pressure on institutions related to the Kurdish culture continued. The activities of these institutions that could continue to some extent as long as there was no Kurdish word in their names were usually prevented within the scope of “the anti-terror struggle.” Especially the Mesopotamian Culture Center (MKM) faced intense pressures; many of the MKM activities were banned and MKM employees were tortured. (See the chapter on Freedom of Organization).

MED TV that has been broadcasting in Kurdish as well as in Turkish and allegedly has relations to the PKK has been widely received in residential areas populated mostly by Kurds. Thereupon, the officials increased their efforts for the closure of MED TV, and they oppressed its audience. In addition to the official initiatives, the authorities disclosed that the frequency of MED TV would be disturbed to prevent its broadcast especially in the Southeast Region. It was stated that Electronic Counter Prevention (EKT) would be resorted to in order to “disturb the communications of the enemy by broadcasting from the same frequency.”

After the NSC issued a directive to take “administrative, electromagnetic and technical” measures for hindering the “detrimental” broadcasts, prevention such as prohibiting the usage of satellite antenna came on the agenda. State of Emergency Regional Governor Necati Bilican said that the usage of satellite dishes would be prohibited to hinder “separatist” broadcasts. Bilican, making a statement at Mountain Commando Brigade Headquarters, said, “The satellite dishes can be banned in some regions in order to prevent filthy broadcasts that are not included in the national broadcasts.”

The circular of the Ministry of Interior dated 3 January requested, “In order to prevent the abuse of the colors yellow, red and green, which have become the symbols of the organization and other separatist circles, the issue that these colors are the traditional colors of Turks should be considered in scientific meetings.”

While the “Nevruz Festival of the Turkish World” was celebrated with official ceremonies and with the attendance of the Ministry of Interior as well as the military commanders, Newroz celebrations of civilian organizations and citizens were restricted. The circular of the Ministry of Interior said the following on “Nevruz”: “The necessary tasks should be performed for the implementation of the special project to avoid the abuse of Nevruz by the organization.” 

The Ministry of Interior State of Emergency Coordination Board sent a secret circular to the State of Emergency Regional Governor and provincial governors to draw attention to the Newroz celebrations. The circular that was dated 26 February 1997 and signed by Governor Teoman Ünüsan, emphasized the encouragement of people to participate in the ceremonies. The circular stressed, “organizing events such as introducing Nevruz in all provinces and an open panel related to enthusiastic celebrations, the informational feast in the provinces with the participation of Atatürk, Van 100. Yıl, Fırat, Dicle, Harran universities; composition, poem and drawing contests in the primary and high schools, publishing articles in newspapers and in magazines published by ministry institutions, planting trees, free of charge concerts for the citizens.” The circular also drew attention to foreign observers: “Governors should assist parliamentarians, journalists, TV crews and authorities from international institutions who come from abroad to the East and Southeast Anatolian regions for the Nevruz celebrations, and ‘Diyarbakır Press Office’ should inform them in order to prevent their intentional broadcasts upon their return.”

The following instructions were part of the circular: “Diyarbakır Press Office will give the news and pictures that Nevruz is being celebrated in a peaceful and secure setting in the region. The office will actively interfere with possible negative developments and the ‘Package Programs’ that include the incidents that took place in Germany prior to Nevruz in 1996 will be kept ready.” The circular proposed, “Nevruz was celebrated as ‘Turkish World Day’ in the Turkish Armed Forces and the General Staff issued a celebration message in order to inform the soldiers in this regard as well as affect the public.” 

The Religious Affairs Directorate also implemented the draft policy. The Directorate issued a communication to all of its provincial directors, and attached a sermon about the meaning and importance of Nevruz, which would be celebrated on 21 March, Friday. The sermon read as follows: “Nevruz has been celebrated as a nature and revival day not only today but as long as our history. Never forget that it is a religious and national responsibility that internal and external enemies who are trying to exploit it today should not be given an opportunity. Nevruz, which is being celebrated in places from Central Asia to Anatolia, from Anatolia to Balkan Turks on 21 March under the names such as Ergenekon and Çağan is a tradition with a religious identity. The internal and external enemies who are disturbed by the solidarity and peace of our nation exist today as they have always existed. An enemy is always an enemy. It is easy to protect us from enemies that are evident and well known and to be alert against them. There are defeatists and mischief that are wandering among us with various masks, acting stealthily by watching for the opportunity, they want to destroy and break our goodwill and solidarity due to their jealousy and want to destroy us inside with various slanders and intentional lies. We are obliged to be cautious against these, to seek the truth behind every word said and every news published and to act accordingly.” 

The celebration of Newroz in Central Asia as a festival provided the official base for celebrating ‘Nevruz’ Festival as a “Turkish Universe Festival” which has long been declared by the Nationalist Action Party (MHP). The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Turkish Cooperation and Development Agency (TİKA) and the Ministry of Culture Department of Research and Development of Public Cultures printed a brochure for the ‘Nevruz’ Festival. The brochure defended that “Nevruz has always been a Turkish festival”: “Ergenekon/Nevruz festival which stems from the Turkish culture is a liberation festival. It is a national festival that has enriched Turkish traditions and customs in every way and is based on Turkish traditions and history of 5 thousand years.” The brochure also asserted, “Nevruz Festival has been celebrated as ‘new year’ by the entire Turkish universe.” 

Before the Nevruz Festival, intense “security precautions” were taken in the State of Emergency Region and the neighboring provinces and many people were detained on the one hand, official preparations continued on the other. Batman Governor Salih Şarman gave the following information regarding the celebrations: “Poem, drawing and composition contests that relay Nevruz will be conducted in primary and secondary schools. We, as the governorate, will reward the ones who come in first place. We will expose our views about the subject by giving tires to people who want to burn a Nevruz fire. Additionally, we have organized a four-team soccer tournament within the Nevruz events. In the festival, agricultural directorate and municipality will jointly plant saplings and we will organize a countryside race.” 

The posters that read “Nevruz is Brotherhood”, which were printed in yellow, red and green colors by the Ministry of Culture, were hung in the provincial centers in the region. HADEP, ÖDP and HRA applied to Gaziantep Governor to hold a meeting on Newroz in Gaziantep, but they were not granted permission.

The raids against weddings of Kurds that live outside the region continued in 1997 even though they decreased in number. On 21 September, plainclothes police officers raided a wedding house in Yeşilyurt quarter of Adana, and they detained the father of the groom İsa Cebe along with 20 other people for playing Kurdish music. The police officers reportedly assaulted the guests, insulted and threatened them by saying “Why are you playing Kurdish music? You are not human. You are making propaganda here. We will not allow you to make propaganda. All of you go home.” İsa Cebe stated that a MKM band had attended the wedding and that was the reason for the police raid to the house. He said that the detainees had been taken to the Bağlar Police Station, beaten and insulted during the two hours of detention, and they had been released after an ID check. Cebe expressed that the police officers seized the wedding videotape after they had detained the cameraman. Cebe added that the police officers had raided the weeding house for the second time at about 9pm and they had insulted them. Cebe stated that there was no reason for the raid, and added, “There was no criminal act. This is an intentional behavior. They do not object to Turkish weddings where guns are fired. They have interfered with us for playing Kurdish music.”

The official festivities were scenery for “unification pressure”. For example, the district governorate in Özalp district of Van requested signatures from the tradesmen on 28 October in order to increase the participation to the 29 October Republic Day celebrations. The official authorities or MHP supporters distributed flags to the tradesmen in some places. 

The authorities, who denied cultural requests of the Kurds, continued to resort to religious propaganda for solving the “Southeast” problem. The circular of the Ministry of Interior that stated the strategy to fight against PKK in 1997, read that there were radical Islamist circles supporting the government, and gave the following order: “It should be maintained that prominent names of Alevite, Yezidi and radical Islamic groups who support the state make statements against the unions formed by the PKK, these statements should be reflected to internal and international public (via the media).”

Religious propaganda continued in 1997. (
) The government of Necmettin Erbakan took one initiative in this regard. In the NSC meeting at the end of March, Prime Minister Erbakan submitted a report prepared by the High Council of Struggle Against Terrorism entitled “East and Southeast Development Package”. Erbakan proposed to “use Islam against terrorism” in the section of the report on anti-terror struggle. Erbakan said that putting emphasize on religious education could be beneficial for fighting terrorism, and added that the sheiks could be used for this purpose. Certain comments of the Directorate of Religious Affairs were also included in the report of Erbakan. Accordingly, “religious education in the region will serve to the ‘brotherhood.’” The Directorate proposed that “the religious men who did not graduate from religious İmam Hatip high schools but educated in ‘Muslim theological schools’ or similar institutions, who were liked and respected by the people in the region, but who could not legally be assigned in mosques could be useful for the unity of Turkey and these people could be commissioned as ‘village guards.’” The Directorate also claimed that the boarding Koran courses could be useful. While presenting this project to the members of his party, Erbakan said, “using Islam as a uniting factor is required for the unification of the region.” Erbakan stated that the “East and Southeast Anatolian Development Package” included projects to be applied until 2005, and defended that the priority of the package should be given to the economy and religious education. Erbakan said, “Even though a starving child could be fed, he could also be deceived with statements such as ‘What kind of a Kurd are you? You do not even have a state. Look, the Turks have their own government.’ Therefore, we will attach importance to religious education that could place Islamic brotherhood in his heart. We will also educate his mind.”

e) The Kurdish Problem: Political Solution

The view that the Kurdish problem is a political problem in essence and that it can be solved with political means or on the basis of human rights received less support in 1997. The State Security Courts (DGM) as well as the policy of marginalizing people in public were systematically employed against those who proposed political solutions. The result was less public disputes on the political dimensions of the Kurdish problem. The debates as well as initiatives about this issue rarely appeared in the mainstream media.

In 1997, free debates on the Kurdish problem were possible only in certain platforms. The pressures on HADEP and human rights organizations continued, their meetings were banned or prevented, the people who delivered speeches in these meetings were subjected to prosecution at SSCs. As a result, the Kurdish problem was discussed in some other non-governmental platforms without inviting these groups. 

In 1997, many trials were opened against executives of the HADEP, who were frequently detained or remanded to prison. The police frequently raided HADEP offices, and its activities were banned. (See the chapter on “Freedom of Organization”.) The HADEP administration spent 1997 dealing with oppressions towards the party or in detention or prison. 

In 1997, two other political parties, the Democracy and Peace Party (DBP) and the Democratic Mass Party (DKP) faced oppressions as their basic field of activity was searching for a political solution to the Kurdish problem. 

The DBP declared that the biggest demand of the people in the region was an end to oppression and violence. DBP Chairman Refik Karakoç and executive board members visited some provinces in the region between 13 and 18 July, and they prepared a report on this excursion. The report stated that the system was clogged in Turkey, the existing parties had not overcome distresses and the problems were not solved due to insistently applying wrong policies. The report added that the Parliament was only symbolic, the actual authority was in the hands of NSC and only the self-interests of groups and individuals were the concern of the Parliament. The report stated that the DBP members had been confronted with many obstructions during their excursion to the region; they had been threatened and subjected to arbitrary controls and searches on highways. It also stated that the arbitrary attitude and behavior of the security forces and double standards could be seen on every opportunity. The report added that the provincial governors had prohibited democratic actions in line with the state of emergency rule and the new Law on Provincial Administration. The report listed the following proposals for the solution: “Finding a civilian, peaceful and democratic solution to the Kurdish problem in order for a peaceful Turkey; ceasing gunfire and stopping the bloodshed, abandoning the State of Emergency rule, dispersing the special team and village guard system, bringing a general amnesty without discrimination, providing the replaced people with the opportunity to return to their homes; replacing the 1982 Constitution with a constitution that is democratic and appropriate for Turkey’s ethnic structure for a contemporary democracy, establishing a judicial system based on the superiority of justice, abolishing all legal provisions before the freedom of expression and organization, strengthening the local administrations.”

The DKP headed by Şerafettin Elçi officially applied to the Ministry of Interior on 3 January and announced its establishment. Elçi proposed the federation system, and defined the DKP as “an attentive, liberal and democratic mass party.” The Supreme Court Chief Prosecutor appealed to the Constitutional Court for the closure of DKP (see the chapter on Freedom of Organization).

KUTU BAŞLADI

Whoever attempts to form a political party to collect the votes of the Kurds, they are either oppressed by the government or the PKK. Öcalan and the state are almost corroding but for different reasons. They are suffocating all types of political formation. Of course, Öcalan ends up with all the benefits at the end. Do some administrators in the region prefer “non-solution”? Are they instigating the continuation of a war condition? Perhaps the money that goes to drugs and village guards in the region is an effort to stagnate the order that has been formed? (M. Ali Birand, Sabah Newspaper, 05.05.1997)

KUTU BİTTİ

The authorities did not listen to the ones who searched for a political solution to the Kurdish problem. President Süleyman Demirel accepted the leader of the Peace Party (BP) Abidin Özgüney, the leader of HADEP Murat Bozlak and the leader of the DBP Refik Karakoç as well as the accompanying delegations on 10 September. Demirel, after listening to the complaints about the prevention of activities especially of HADEP and DBP, said, “As long as you do not exclude yourselves from the society, the society would not exclude you and if you respect the laws, then you will not have any distresses.” Demirel, as a response to Bozlak’s words of “We think that the basic problem of Turkey is the Kurdish problem. We think that a peaceful and democratic solution to this problem is a problem in itself,” said, “Turkey has a Kurdish issue and this is the main issue of Turkey, but I do not accept your declaration. There is terror in Turkey.” When DBP leader Karakoç said that Turkey had a policy of violence and tension, Demirel asked, “I have to understand one thing. What do you mean with the policy of violence and tension? Turkey has a trouble of terror in its hands. If some people have been armed and are killing innocent children and women and murdering soldiers, police officers and teachers, it is the government’s responsibility to make them ineffective. In this situation, it cannot be declared that the government is following a policy of violence or causing tensions.”

2.2 STATE OF EMERGENCY PRACTICES

The legislation of the State of Emergency, which has prevailed in Southeastern Turkey since July 1987, provided the legal basis for human rights violations not only in the provinces where it was officially in force (Batman, Bingöl, Bitlis, Diyarbakır, Hakkari, Siirt, Şırnak, Tunceli and Van in 1997), but also in the “neighboring” provinces and in provinces without an official status regarding the state of emergency. The state of emergency was in force wherever “internal security operations” were conducted. The State of Emergency Law provides for a wide discretionary power of the Regional Governor and denies any judicial means against decisions of the governor.

The legislation initially covered the provinces of Diyarbakır as the center, Bingöl, Elazığ, Hakkari, Mardin, Siirt, Bitlis, Van and Tunceli. Later Batman and Şırnak were added to these provinces, whereas Muş, Şanlıurfa and Adıyaman were termed neighboring provinces to which the legislation was applied. In 1996 Mardin got the status of a neighboring province. In October 1997, Batman, Bingöl and Bitlis provinces became neighboring provinces.

The RP had promised to abolish the legislation before it came to power. However, it took no steps in this regard during the RP-DYP coalition. Indeed, the RP applied all decisions of the NSC, and defended the legislation during the debates that took place in Parliament for the extension of the state of emergency. The legal regulations that the RP-DYP coalition had adopted on 28 August 1996 vested all governors and the military authorities with the authority to implement the state of emergency provisions. Despite these regulations, the state of emergency was not abolished. Prime Minister Erbakan requested the exclusion of Batman and Siirt from the legislation during the NSC meeting on 28 February, however the military commanders rejected such a regulation. During the session of the Parliament on the extension of the state of emergency on 26 March, ANAP, DSP and CHP opposed the extension. The members of the opposition parties criticized especially the RP for opposing to extend the state of emergency legislation formerly but insisting on its implementation when it came to power. In January, Kurdish MPs form the RP made a statement to criticize the party: “Previously the RP was the only party that opposed the brutality in the region that takes place in the name of national unity, but it is now the RP which directly implements these policies.” 

The ANAP-DSP-DTP coalition that came to power after the RP-DYP coalition took the same path. The DSP, which formerly opposed to the state of emergency rule and the policy of considering it an ordinary one, promised to abolish the legislation in November. But it stopped criticizing the 1996 regulations that were adopted to replace the state of emergency legislation. Until the end of 1997, the legislation was lifted for the provinces Batman, Bingöl and Bitlis, which were given the status of neighboring villages. Prior to the voting in November, ANAP Kars MP Selahattin Beyribey said, “If the security forces decide to extend the state of emergency legislation, then the governments are obliged to apply this decision. We have to vote for its extension.” Minster of Interior Murat Başesgioğlu made a statement in connection with the abolition of the state of emergency legislation: “The Council of Ministers has decided to abolish the legislation in principle. The Provincial Administration Law is sufficient to meet it. However, I do not know when or how it will take place.” 

The state of emergency legislation was extended for another 4 months to cover the provinces of Diyarbakır, Hakkari, Siirt, Şırnak, Tunceli and Van starting from 30 November. In the voting on 27 November, MPs from the RP and the CHP voted against the extension. During the debates in Parliament, Minister of Interior Başesgioğlu claimed, “the RP had attempted to abuse the struggle against the PKK in its attempt to show that the struggle was against the people.” He said, “There can be some individual human rights violations in the region, but the struggle against terrorism will continue within the framework of law.”

Taking the floor during the debates, RP Diyarbakır MP Ömer Hatipoğlu said that his party had regarded the state of emergency practices as a “shame,” and thousands of human rights violations had been experienced in the region. He said, “There are hundreds or thousands of Susurluk-like cases in the state of emergency region. The struggle against the deep state and the gangs should be carried out via the judiciary.” Hatipoğlu said that thousands of villages had been burnt down and evacuated in the region, and added, “The state has to apologize for the state of emergency.” When Great Unity Party (BBP) member Recep Kırış said that there was guerrilla warfare in the region, the Parliamentary Deputy Chairperson Hasan Korkmazcan made a correction: “I want to make a correction in the name of Parliament. The struggle continues; there is no a war. The struggle shall not be put under shadow. The struggle are the security measures struggle against terrorism.”

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

Members of Parliament from the region made the following evaluations in the 10th year of the state of emergency in the region: 

Sinan Yerlikaya (CHP Deputy Secretary General): He wanted that the necessary legal provisions should be adopted for the realization of the ethnic and cultural characteristics of the people in the region. Yerlikaya said that the implementation of the state of emergency had caused poverty of the people in the region, and he invited the government and the political parties in parliament to start the dialogue process. Yerlikaya added that the continuation of the state of emergency would mean that people would continue to live in poverty, the illegal and arbitrary practices would continue. He said, “It is impossible to accept the state’s ignorance of people.”

Haşim Haşimi (RP Diyarbakır MP): Nothing has changed in eastern and southeastern Turkey with regards to the economic situation and human rights. For the solution, it is necessary to accept the Kurdish reality and make the necessary implementations in this regard. It is now mentioned that the state of emergency legislation can be abolished. Indeed this will take place upon the will of the NSC. All provisions of the Provincial Administrative Law that was adopted for this reason include more serious regulations. The authorities of local governors have been increased. That is to say, the state of emergency will continue covertly. The mentality has to be changed; that is the point.

Kamer Genç (Parliamentary Deputy Chairperson, DYP Tunceli MP): “There are no rights or law in that region. The personal attitude of the bureaucrats and the security forces is the sovereign force in the region. The security units in the state of emergency region do not recognize the state or the government, and do whatever they want. I am the Deputy Chairperson of Parliament, yet I cannot go to certain villages and districts in the region. Making statements regarding the abolition of the state of emergency legislation is wrong. Expressing such a thing beforehand may cause new incidents. Some of the public officials do not want to abolish the legislation. Such statements are distressing, as they may cause some provocative actions.” 

Salim Ensarioğlu (the Minister of State responsible for the GAP during the RP-DYP coalition, DYP Diyarbakır MP): “I took part in the governments starting from the 48th government. The most important problem I have observed is the attitude of the bureaucrats. They regard the people of the east and southeast as members of the PKK. Politics should not be carried out upon the people of southeast. This is indeed the problem of the state. Every province in the region encounters problems, and life is hard. I requested 2 billion TL for each family. This is an obligation. Amnesty should be granted for those who have not participated in terrorist attacks even though they are militants, those who have been accused of aiding the organization and sheltering its members, and those who wanted to turn back. The most important thing is to secure that the state of emergency should not be replaced even with martial law if it is abolished.”

KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

a) Special Team Members

The special team members, who declared that they rejected the governmental control and who were criticized for their arbitrary practices, carrying symbols of the MHP and open human rights violations, were also regarded as problematic by the NSC and the government as many members of the special team had been involved in crime organizations. The special team activities continued in 1997. The people in the region regarded them as a threat for their security and the right to life, and the special team members were held responsible for many human rights violations in 1997. They occasionally carried out paramilitary activities in the region. 

Special team members killed Turgay (12) and Cihat Metin (14) in Mesudiye district of Ordu on 23 August, assuming that “they were militants.” Special team members opened random fire and wounded a villager named Veysel Hilan when they were on the road for an operation in Midyat district of Mardin on 13 November. They also prevented the hospitalization of Hilan. Special team members opened fire on 5 shepherds while they were grazing animals in Halfeli town of Iğdır. Halis and Ali Karataş died in the firing, Hasan Karataş was wounded and he was detained; his relatives could not receive information about his fate for a long time. (See the chapter on “Extra-Judicial Executions)

After a special team member was killed in a PKK attack on 11 October, special team members reportedly stopped a minibus on the way from Diyarbakır to Dicle and beat 9 of the men in the minibus. In July, in the evening of the day when a PKK militant was brought to Bismil district of Diyarbakır after having been killed in a clash, special team members reportedly toured the district in armored vehicles, made the signs of wolf head (the symbol of the MHP), and chanted slogans.

Some of the special team members took part in crime organizations or carried out paramilitary activities. It was observed that some gendarmerie officers and NCOs as well as village guards and confessor militants had been involved in these formations in addition to special team members. For example, a crime organization involving a confessor and two special team members was revealed in Diyarbakır. It was disclosed that the gang members had abducted and killed Şeyhmuz Yavuz on the grounds of being a member of the PKK, and they had seized his 3,000 DM. It was also stated that a confessor named İsmail Yeşilmen and special team member Hüseyin Bozkuş had been remanded to prison, whereas the other special team member was wanted. The remanded persons were put on trial on the accusations of “intentional murder.” Repentant Yeşilmen reportedly carried an ID that was issued by Cizre Security Directorate. The document read, “The officials should help the person in question and in case of hesitation, the Anti-Terror Branch of Cizre District Security Directorate should be called.”

İbrahim Şahin, who founded the Special Operations Branch under which the special team members operate,” was put on trial on the accusations of forming a crime organization that was held responsible for many crimes from narcotics trafficking to murders by unknown assailants. 

b) Confessors

Confessors cast an important role in special operations and state of emergency practices violating human rights in 1997. Many cases revealed that confessors were used as “gunmen” in “special operation units” which were held responsible for many cases of disappearances and murders by unknown assailants. The Yüksekova gang in particular drew the attention of the public and the government to the use of confessors, however these discussions were covered up after a short time. Meanwhile, the life security of the confessors was also in danger, as they failed to gain the trust of the security units that they worked for, and because of the mentality that they could be sacrificed easily after having been used. 

CHP MP Sabri Ergül addressed a parliamentary question to the Minister of Interior regarding the confessor militants. In its response, the Ministry said that the police took 651 confessors out of the prisons until July “in order to take their testimonies”. The Ministry declared that 2992 people had applied in order to benefit from the Repentance Law, and the Ministry had accepted the demands of 680 of these people, whereas it had rejected 2235. Seventy-seven applications were under investigation, according to the Ministry. Out of the 651 people who were taken out of the prison in order to “take their testimonies” in line with the State of Emergency Law, 581 people had been taken back to the prisons, and 70 people were at the security units. According to the Ministry, “389 people had been kept at security units over ten days, in various forms such as extending the period, or take them out at different times or consecutively.”

It was determined that 73 confessors, among whom are those who have been prosecuted with the demand of the death penalty,” had been taken out of the prisons and they were not taken back. In January, when it came out that some of the confessors who had been taken out of the prisons for 10 days but most of whom had not been taken back after the 10-day period and that were some, who were out of prison for over 2 years, Diyarbakır SSC wrote a communication to public prosecutors in Van, Batman, Siirt, Bitlis and Diyarbakır, and asked for the kind of activities those confessors were used and for what periods they had been out of prisons. In reaction to many claims against the confessors, some of the prison directors started to search for the confessors under their responsibility. Diyarbakır Regional Bar Secretary General Sezgin Tanrıkulu said, “The confessors can be allowed to get out for a maximum of 10 days. However, after having been given this permission, some of the confessors did not come back to the prisons. They have been used as mediators in nasty business, and used as contracting tools. The responsibility in this regard belongs to the prison prosecutors. The prosecutors have violated the law.” Meanwhile, it was disclosed that out of 150 confessors who had been taken out of prison in order to participate in the military operation of the Turkish Army in Northern Iraq, 83 had not returned to the prisons. 

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

In interviews before he had been murdered, Major Ahmet Cem Ersever had given the following information regarding the confessors and Alaattin Kanat: “Let’s open camps for these people instead of putting them in prisons. These people are guerrillas. They know the guerrilla warfare. They have been trained ideologically. They have been trained militarily, they know the mountains and the land. Let’s benefit from these people as guides, or as people who know about the organization. Let’s form psychological operation teams. Let’s not leave these people to decay in prisons (...) Repentant Alaattin Kanat stays at the compounds of the State of Emergency Governorate in Diyarbakır. He has a team of about 30 to 40 people, all of whom are confessors. He has formed this team in the wing of the confessor militants in Diyarbakır Prison (...) He stays at the same place with the personnel of the Governorate and the personnel of the Gendarmerie Regional HQ. The person with the codename Salman also handles heroin and weapons smuggling business. Gendarmes and police officers are also involved in this business. They are all in cooperation.” 

The report by the Parliamentary Commission to Investigate Murders by Unknown Assailants said the following about the confessors: “There are claims which assert that usually confessors in prisons had been used in murders by unknown assailants.... The confessors who benefit from the protection of the state and even dwell at the lodgings that the state bought for police officers in the city center of Diyarbakır (...) have established crime organizations, involved in weapons smuggling, murders, narcotics trafficking and similar incidents. Our Commission has observed that some of these crimes had been covered up by the intervention of some top-level bureaucrats. In response to the communication regarding a confessor named Alaattin Kanat, Diyarbakır Public Prosecution Office sent a communication on 24.8.1993, stating that Alaattin Kanat had been taken out of prison 11 times by security officers with the decisions of Diyarbakır SSC in order to assist the security officers between 24.7.1991 and 18.5.1993.” 

KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

Confessor Alaattin Kanat, who allegedly was involved in many murders by unknown assailants and participated in the murder of Democracy Party (DEP) MP Mehmet Sincar as stated by JİTEM officer Cem Ersever prior to his death, had a privileged status in 1997 and continued his activities. Then Minister of Justice Şevket Kazan alleged that Kanat had not been taken out of prison since 1994. Responding to the parliamentary question by CHP MP Fuat Çay regarding Kanat, Minister Kazan stated, “Kanat was sentenced to 6 years in prison by Diyarbakır SSC in 1993 for membership to an illegal organization and for armed attacks, and to 4 years 2 months in İstanbul for being involved in money extortion.” Kazan said that Kanat had benefited from the Repentance Law, and he had been kept in prison for 750 days in Diyarbakır and Kırklareli Prisons between 1991 and 1993. He added, “It was understood that Kanat did not leave prison since 26 August 1994 in any way.” However, it had been revealed that Kanat, who was kept in the prison in Kalecik district of Ankara in 1997 and used the nickname Hasan İpek, had been taken out of Kırklareli Prison for many times in 1995. Hüsamettin Korkutata, RP Bingöl MP and former member of the Parliamentary Commission to Investigate Murders by Unknown Assailants, declared that the statement of Minister Kazan did not reflect the truth when he had claimed that confessor Alaattin Kanat with the nickname “General Zinnar” had not been taken out of prison.

Korkutata said the following: “Our investigation revealed that many confessors had been taken out of Diyarbakır Prison and they returned after a while. Some of them have been registered, some not. Most of them can get out on the pretext of showing some locations. For example, we have determined that during the period when Alaattin Kanat was seen in prison, he was staying at Hilton or Sheraton in Ankara. There are witnesses of this incident. We have came to the conclusion that some of these persons have been used in murders by unknown assailants when they were taken out of prison.”

In 1997, information was obtained regarding the paramilitary activities carried out using confessors. Tekin Gencer, imprisoned for membership of the PKK who had made certain confessions after having been detained and who had been kept in prison for 3 months, declared that he had been forced to become a gunman and kill former minister and CHP Party Assembly member Ziya Halis (
) and Cem Foundation (an Alevite organization) Chairperson İzzettin Doğan. In his testimony during the hearing at İstanbul SSC on 31 December, Gencer stated that he had declared in the previous hearings that Alaattin Kanat and some other members of the counter-guerilla had made plans to murder some lawyers, journalists and politicians, and added, “Whatever may be the reason, the court did not take these statements into consideration and did not pay efforts even to learn the names of these lawyers, journalists and politicians.” Gencer added in his defense, “Alaattin Kanat met Yeşil several times in prison while I was there.” Gencer said, “It was planned that then Minister of State Ziya Halis would be killed and the PKK would be held responsible for this murder.” Gencer said that Yeşil and Superintendent Fevzi who was in charge at the Anti-Terror Branch had declared at a place where he was also present that “If Ziya Halis is killed, Alevites in the Sivas region will be frightened. If they learn that the PKK has committed the murder, then they will support the state. If this does not take place, the same result can be achieved if İzzettin Doğan is killed and the PKK is held responsible for it. We will choose the easiest one.” Gencer claimed that he was proposed to be the gunman: “They told me that they would get permission from the SSC, and provide me with all the assistance in this period of time. I would just go and fire the gun and then return to the prison, and no one will know about it. Later, I would be released by the court, I would be provided with life security and employed as a public officer.” Gencer added that the court should review the testimony of his friend Ahmet Akkurt, who had withdrawn his petition to benefit from the repentance law, and who later declared at the SSC that he was asked to be a gunman and who had committed suicide when he had not been transferred to another prison despite a death fast he had staged.

Confessors were also used in the paramilitary activities in areas of clashes. It was reported that 82 confessors who had been taken out of Diyarbakır E Type Prison by the JİTEM in the beginning of September and taken to the operation region, had been dressed like PKK militants and requested food and water from villages after they had raided the villages in the vicinity of Şehittepe, Hacan, Yedisu and İnceburun region between Kulp, Lice and Genç districts. Again, over 50 confessors were reportedly taken out of Diyarbakır Prison on 19 September, and taken to the rural area of Lice, Kulp and Genç districts. The confessor militants reportedly threatened tradesmen in Kulp. People in Lice and Kulp disclosed that the confessors had been dressed like soldiers and they had wandered around the district centers holding arms. They said, “They do not pay after buying something. One week ago 3 confessors took food and cigarettes from a shop, and they threatened the owner of the shop when he requested money.” 

In October, confessors reportedly attended a wedding ceremony in Çiğil (Belâvela) village of Silvan, Diyarbakır, and they later raided the village together with security officers. The villagers reported the incident as follows: Four PKK militants introduced themselves as PKK militants and participated in a wedding ceremony. They requested the youth to join the PKK and wanted money, guns and bullets from the villagers. They left the village at midnight when the villagers rejected their demands. Later soldiers, special team members and the 4 confessors raided the village. All the men in the village had been taken to the village square, the owners of the wedding and some guests were detained.

In November, a group of 5 confessors reportedly carried out activities in Silvan district of Diyarbakır disguised as PKK militants. The villagers related this incident as follows: The group, which was commanded by Silvan Gendarmerie Battalion Headquarters, went to villages of Silvan and requested money, food and bullets from the villagers. Later soldiers raided the villages and they threatened and beat the villagers. Four confessors, who went to Kayadere (Ferhend) village of Silvan on 2 November disguised as PKK militants, went to the house of Abdülrezak Yetişir. The group left the village after forcibly receiving money, bullets and food from Yetişir. Soldiers from Silvan Battalion Headquarters raided the village the next day. They gathered the villagers at the village square, and said, “Last night terrorists came here. Why didn’t you inform us?” Later they threatened the villagers with burning down their village. Soldiers detained Abdülrezak Yetişir after having beaten him at the village square. Yetişir was tortured over 10 days in detention and the court imprisoned him. The group of confessors went to Eskiocak (Sahti), Bahçe and Meleetmanka villages on 5 November. They met with Eskiocak headman Hacı Mehdi Buhadır, and they left the village after beating him for he rejected to give them what they wanted. On 6 November soldiers raided these villages, and they questioned the villagers for not informing them. They left the village after detaining Eskiocak headman Buhadır and Bahçe headman Fahri İlhanlı. The two headmen were released after having been interrogated at Silvan Battalion Headquarters for 4 days. It was reported that İlhanlı had difficulties in walking because of the torture he had been subjected to.

After the “Susurluk scandal” some members of the security forces and some confessors gave statements regarding the paramilitary activities of the confessors and the crime organizations they were involved in. For example, confessor militants Murat İpek and Murat Demir made statements regarding the activities they carried out in Denizli together with the police. İpek and Demir said that this organization had carried out the attack against DEHA TV in Denizli on 30 June 1996 and took money from executive members of HADEP by threatening them. After these statements were published on the newspaper Demokrasi and appeared on DEHA TV, the executives of DEHA TV and HADEP Denizli Provincial Organization lodged official complaints. In his official complaint with the prosecution office, HADEP Central District Chairperson Aydın Turhan said that police officers Ali Soysal and Necati Altıntaş who were in charge at the Anti-Terror Branch of Denizli Police HQ and confessor Murat İpek had threatened many HADEP members and its supporters, and he requested punishment of these people for trying to get money from these people with threats. Turhan added, “The people who were threatened were also detained by the police from Denizli Police HQ and they were oppressed. The Political Police Branch was used as the headquarters of the gang.” In his statement to DEHA TV, confessor Murat İpek said that he had stayed in Denizli for weeks, that Denizli Police HQ had met all his needs upon the instruction by Security Director Necati Altıntaş and Political Police Branch Director Ali Soysal had assisted him. İpek said that the order of firing had been given by Altıntaş and police officers from the Political Branch had assisted him. İpek added that their targets in Denizli were DEHA TV, HADEP provincial organization office, DEHA TV Director Bülent Öztürk, HADEP former Provincial Chairperson Yavuz Altınmakas and artist Hakan Akmaz.

Confessor Olcay Dağ, who had abducted a person named Yılmaz Yıldız from his shop in Van demanding ransom from his family, was remanded in February. In his testimony to the prosecutor, Dağ asserted that he had abducted Yıldız “in the name of the state.” A crime organization involving Olcay Dağ had abducted Yılmaz Yıldız on 1 January and requested DM 20,000 from his relatives. Dağ and his partners, alleged members of the JİTEM, had met with Yıldız’s father Yusuf Yıldız in Diyarbakır, and they had claimed that Yıldız had been detained on charges of narcotics trafficking, when the newspapers were informed about the incident and his father applied to the prosecution office. Yıldız had been put on trial on charges of having been apprehended with 1,8 kg heroin, and he had been remanded to prison. Yıldız’s father declared at the court that confessor Dağ had threatened him. Yusuf Yıldız said, “The confessor came near me at the court house, and threatened me saying, ‘Look, we have released your son. Don’t give information to the press, or we will kill you.’ My son has no relation with narcotics. If he had, then why wasn’t he referred to the court formerly? From now on we do not have life security.” Upon the objection raised by the family, the stuff allegedly found on Yıldız was examined at a criminal laboratory. The examination revealed that it was not heroin but a powder of carbon hydrate and starch, and Yıldız was released.

It was alleged that confessor Abdülhakim Güven had threatened those who participated in a public bid in favor of their competitors Diyarbakır DSP Provincial Chairperson Süleyman Tursun and Central District Chairperson Yılmaz Bayram. The daily Emek published this claim, and Diyarbakır office of Emek was reportedly raided for publishing this story, and its staff members were threatened with death and they were beaten. Güven had become a confessor in December 1993. He had made several claims in order to become a confessor, and 24 lawyers had been detained and tortured in Diyarbakır because of his “confessions.”

The confessors were also given immunity from prosecution. For example, it was discerned that confessor PKK militant İbrahim Babat, who was convicted to 15 years of imprisonment, had been mentioned as having no criminal register in the official data. Babat was known as member of JİTEM, and he had reportedly been issued a gun license, which can only be given for those who have no criminal record, and he had been mentioned as having no criminal registration in the trials brought against him. An official complaint was lodged against Babat for hiding his criminal record and being a draft evader. Süleyman Üğer and Şehmus Arık, who applied to Kadıköy Public Prosecution Office, disclosed that Babat had attempted to murder them, and in the trial of this incident, the court board had been reported that there was no criminal registers regarding Babat, but this did not reflect the truth.

c) Village Guards

The system of compulsory and ‘voluntary’ village guards continued to be widespread in 1997. Oppressing people by inflicting torture, opening trials at the SSCs and convicting people on charges of “aiding an illegal organization,” or subjecting them to enforced migration, disappearances and extra-judicial executions in order to force them to accept guns and become village guards decreased in 1997, yet it was observed that village guards actively took part in such kind of oppressive practices. Additionally, the village guards seized land of evacuated villages and/or confiscated houses, fields and farms that initially belonged to exiled villagers. The number of rape cases and cases on “abduction of girls” as a gentle and acceptable form of rape, increased. It was disclosed that some village guards played an important role in narcotics smuggling and joined the criminal organizations by occasionally cooperating with security forces officers and/or confessors.

The village guards, who are armed and equipped with official power, intensely resorted to violence in settling their personal or family disputes. The system of village guards strengthened the tribal social structure. Impunity for security officers and confessors for human rights violations and other crimes was partially extended to village guards as well.

In May, Minister of Interior Meral Akşener disclosed that there were 3.445 temporary village guards in Batman, 2.678 in Bingöl, 3.759 in Bitlis, 5.842 in Diyarbakır, 7.596 in Hakkari, 4.809 in Siirt, 7.520 in Şırnak, 377 in Tunceli, 8.186 in Van, 3.565 in Mardin, 2.036 in Muş, 1.633 in Adıyaman, 2.207 in Ağrı, 113 in Ardahan, 2.307 in Elazığ, 593 in Gaziantep, 37 in Kilis, 2.342 in Kahramanmaraş, 675 in Kars, 479 in Iğdır, 1.343 in Malatya, 1.112 in Şanlıurfa.

A report entitled “The System of Temporary Village Guards: Advantages and Disadvantages” which had been prepared to be submitted to the NSC and published in the media in February acknowledged that the village guards had been involved in some illegal activities, and 396 village guards had been remanded to prison for this reason. The report expressed that if the system would continue, then illegal activities of the village guards such as smuggling should not be tolerated. The report said that the PKK had referred to the village guards “as a group betraying their cause” and for that reason “the organization had attempted to render the system ineffective.” The report added that “the PKK had been paying efforts in order to find a basis for a reconciliation with the village guards assuming that it could not be able to abolish the system despite all pressure and policy of violence,” and said the following: “There is certain information regarding the increase in the relations of the village guards with the PKK in the regions of Uludere, Kulp, Kağızman, Mutki, Yüksekova, Bismil and Silvan. This increase in the relations do not cover all parts of the mentioned districts, but intensified on the tribes that do not support the state but become village guards.” According to the report, 11.080 village guards had resigned on their own will, 396 had been imprisoned for having been involved in illegal activities, and 20.401 had been dismissed from this position for various reasons until the date the report was written. The report read, “It should be decided on whether or not the village guard system should continue for a long time. If it would continue for a long time, then village guards should be assigned as contracted personnel after an amendment to be made in the Village Law numbered 442, the average age of the village guards should be taken below, their education level should be kept as high as possible, the village guards should be given long-term theoretical and practical training and a psychological training in line with the national interest, the village guards should be chosen among people who could defend the national interests rather than their own, effective measures should be taken in order to avoid the village guards to use their authorities and responsibilities for their own interests.”

The DYP-RP coalition government prepared a draft law for giving licenses for the illegal weapons of the village guards and limiting the number of guns. The Law was adopted by Parliament on 29 August 1996. According to the law, which entered in force after having been promulgated in the Official Gazette on 5 September 1996, no investigation would be launched against village guards who submit their weapons within 45 days after the promulgation of the law. In her answer to ANAP Manisa MP Tevfik Diker’s parliamentary question, Minister of Interior Meral Akşener disclosed that the temporary village guards in charge in the State of Emergency Region had delivered 22,779 guns “the source of which were unknown.” Akşener said that 19,664 of these guns had been given back to the village guards for use after licenses had been issued. Akşener added that no ballistic examination was carried out for these weapons other than those, which had been regarded as “suspicious” by the governorates. Akşener said the following regarding Siverek, the hometown of DYP Şanlıurfa MP Sedat Bucak who had been injured in the accident in Susurluk: “1033 guns were delivered to the security directorates in Şanlıurfa and its Siverek district, and none of them was an UZI branded Israeli gun. None of these guns belongs to the state as the primary source.”

In some places the village guards were organized under the leadership of tribe chiefs. In her response to the parliamentary question by DSP İzmir MP Hakan Tartan, Minister Akşener gave the following figures regarding the tribes which have over 500 village guards: Batman (Reskotan tribe, 680 voluntary village guards), Bingöl (Zikte tribe, 548 temporary village guards), Hakkari (Jirki tribe, 588 temporary village guards; Pinyaniş tribe, 1.841 temporary village guards; Herki tribe, 703 temporary village guards; Gerdi tribe, 1.160 temporary village guards; Dostki tribe, 847 temporary village guards); Siirt (Adıyan tribe, 1.123 temporary village guards, 14 voluntary village guards), Şırnak (Jirki tribe, 931 temporary village guards; Batuvan tribe, 734 temporary village guards, 382 voluntary village guards; Menkan tribe, 606 temporary village guards, 117 voluntary village guards; Gurkel tribe, 485 temporary village guards, 139 voluntary village guards; Tayan tribe, 331 temporary village guards, 504 voluntary village guards), Van (Ertuşi tribe, 1846 temporary village guards). 

The chief of the Jirki tribe and leader of village guards, Tahir Adıyaman, is an interesting example regarding the village guard system. He has been prosecuted for killing 7 soldiers in Beytüşşebap and one prosecutor in Sivas in 1975. Isparta Criminal Court had issued an arrest warrant in absentia against him in 1986, and he was still wanted in 1997. Adıyaman had gone to Ankara in 1993 along with other chieftains and chief village guards in the region, and top-level administrators had welcomed him, the first to be President Süleyman Demirel. He was also a draft evader, but this problem was overcome as he “performed his military service as a village guard in the region” in line with a law adopted in 1994. By this way, the possibility of his arrest in another prison where he might go for his military service was removed. In 1997, he was given TL 80 billion for the repair of the road of the military battalion planned to be established in Yeşilöz (Feraşîn) region of Beytüşşebap district of Şırnak. Beytüşşebap Gendarme Regiment Headquarters did not open any public bid for the repair work of the 8-km. road, and gave the money directly to Adıyaman. 

Similarly, Kamil Atağ, the Mayor of Cizre who leads 530 village guards, has been arrested in absentia in connection with the murder of two shepherds named Agit Güçlü and Halil Tiniç in 1986.

The village guards exercised widespread oppression in and occasionally outside their regions as part of their authorities but also their arbitrary discretionary power. Some of these crimes committed by the village guards were disclosed to the public. 

One of the crimes committed by the village guards at an extensive level was weapons smuggling. Some village guards from the Jirki tribe were apprehended red-handed in March. In response to the claims of arms smuggling, one of the chief village guards from the Jirki tribe, Mehmet Adıyaman said, “the state encouraged them, but captured them as smugglers whenever this did not suit the book.” He said, “If Jirki, Keşuran and Gerdi tribes were not here, then the mortar shells of the PKK go up to Van and Diyarbakır. There is no state here in Hakkari. We the village guards are the ones who keep the state on its feet. The state gives every kind of weapons to us. Then, whenever it does not suit the book, they capture us as ‘smugglers’. Not a single stone can be removed without the information of the state. They very well know who does what. But they accuse others in order to clear themselves. We cannot talk about this. If we speak, they may find an accusation and put us in jail.” Adıyaman regarded the apprehension of men of his tribe on charges of bullet smuggling as a plot, and he said that the soldiers had requested them to bring bullets. He related an incident he had gone through as follows: “We ran out of bullets for Kaleshnikovs. We applied to the battalion in Hakkari, they said ‘find them yourself, we will not say anything.’ I sent my son to Iraq. We bought thousands of bullets with our own money and took them to the battalion. The commander said, ‘OK. You may take them.’ We took the road under the escort of an armored vehicle. When we came close to Üzümcü Gendarmerie Station, the guards left us. Bullets were found during the search. Although we declared that the battalion commander had allowed us, they seized the bullets and accused us of being smugglers. Anyway, we had to give up the bullets that we bought with our own money. Later, the battalion commander sold these bullets to other people and village guards.” Mehmet Adıyaman also said that İsmet Ölmez, the chief village guard who was arrested in connection with the ‘Yüksekova gang,’ “had worked for the state and whatever he had done, he had done it for the state.” He said, “If the ones who have worked for the state can be subjected to such plots, then we have to think about it. Tomorrow we may also face similar things.” Adıyaman claimed that village guards were obliged to fight in the front line in clashes and operations, and added, “They want help from the village guards whenever a clash takes place. Soldiers take positions during the operations, and we the village guards are responsible for the outer protection. The ones who die in clashes are again village guards. The village guards have no right to say a word to end this war. If peace is possible, then let the PKK and the state sit and make the peace.” 

DYP MP, chieftain of the Zeydan tribe and chief village guard Mustafa Zeydan instructed his men to get involved in bullet smuggling, and this was recorded in court minutes. Zeydan testified to the court that he had given the instruction within the information of Hakkari Brigade Commander, whereas the commander denied that. The villagers who were given the instruction by Zeydan were sentenced to 6 years of imprisonment at the end of the prosecution, whereas Zeydan could not be put on trial because of his parliamentary immunity. Members of the Zeydan tribe, who were village guards in Yüksekova, Hayrullah Öztürk, İzzettin Atabak and Kolik Batuk had gone to Şemdinli on 8 July 1990 and they had bought 8400 Kaleshnikov bullets from persons of Iranian origin. The village guards had been apprehended by soldiers during the control on Yüksekova road. They had been put on trial at Diyarbakır SSC on charges of “establishing an organization for bullet smuggling”. In the trial they declared that they had bought the bullets upon the instruction by their chieftain, Mustafa Zeydan, who had accepted in his testimony that he had given the instruction. Zeydan had stated that he had been the leader of 1600 village guards, that the military authorities had given them guns but not bullets, and that he had given the instruction within the information of Hakkari Brigade Headquarters, which denied the accusations in a letter sent to the court. The letter read that the 3 village guards had G-3 rifles, for which there was no problem of finding bullets, and that no application had been made to them with respect to the bullets.

Village guards also took active part in narcotics trafficking. DYP Urfa MP Sedat Bucak was one of the chief village guards who were accused of involvement in narcotics trafficking. Bucak is also known as one of the leaders of the paramilitary crime organization, the “Susurluk gang.” In August, 5.871.187 hemp that is used to derive marijuana was found at Divan village, where leading men of the Bucak tribe dwell. In response to the claims about him, Bucak said, “If I talk, the lives of many people will change.” Bucak said that there were various claims about him, such as “arms smuggling, kidnapping people, extorting money from clubs and drug trafficking”, and alleged that the SSC had received the testimonies of the owners of all of the casinos and clubs, but no trial had been brought against him up to the date. Bucak said, “It has been said that I received millions of dollars from the state each month. They have the prime ministry, ministries and intelligence organization. If these claims were true, they would have opened trials. There is no trial against me, not even a request for opening a trial. They investigated much, but they could not find anything. It means no such things exist.”

Şırnak Mayor and chief of village guards Beşir Tatar stated that criminals were frequently discovered among the village guards, and said, “There are some who commit murders with the weapon of the state or get involved in smuggling. This is not new. These cases took place in the past, and they take place now. It is at the deposit of the state to prevent them. If there are any criminals, let them be prosecuted and punished.” Tatar said that the political parties were not sincere when talking about the abolition of the village guards system, and added, “In the opposition, the political parties declare that they would abolish the village guard system. When they come to power, they realize that this is not so easy. The village guard system is not the policy of the governments but the state.”

Abusing the power given to them, the village guards extorted money from people. In Şırnak, 28 village guards were detained in the first week of January on charges of “collecting money from people disguised as PKK militants” and they were released after their guns were confiscated. In March, two village guards were apprehended red-handed while they were collecting money in Sason district of Batman in the name of the PKK. The village guards accepted the accusations at the prosecution office and were remanded to prison by Batman Penal Court.

The ANAP-DSP-DTP coalition government came to power in July, declaring that they would make a reform in the village guard system. A draft bill was prepared, which read that the number of the temporary village guards was 92.012. The draft bill proposed the retirement of the temporary village guards over 55, among the 62.832 constant village guards, assigning those between 17 and 22 years of age as security officers if suitable, and providing loans for others to open workplaces for themselves. Minister of State M. Salih Yıldırım stated that it was not possible to abolish the system at once, and that they would maintain the integrity of the village guards into public life. Minister Yıldırım said, “When we think about the family and tribe structure of the southeast, we can see that the village guard system relates to over one million people. You cannot cause the suffering of those people by abolishing the system at once.” Yıldırım added that village guards were people “who had taken guns and fought against the PKK,” and said, “We also have to consider the security of them and their families.” Yıldırım said that there were certain studies regarding the village guard system, and added, “Now there is no big threat in Turkey regarding security. In the places where the problem of terrorism has been overcome, the village guard system will be abolished gradually. It will continue for a while in problematic areas.” In September, Yıldırım expressed that the government had no projects regarding the future of the village guard system. 

Making a statement in August, HADEP Deputy Chairperson Osman Özçelik disclosed that there was no chance for the village guards and special team members to be rehabilitated if they continue to stay in the region. Özçelik expressed the following: “These people should be rehabilitated in a social atmosphere and under medical care outside the region. The government plans to get professional village guards and give them more authority in order to act in the name of the state. This implies that the village guards get much more militarized.”

Meanwhile, State of Emergency Regional Governor Aydın Arslan claimed that the statements regarding the abolition of the temporary village guards and on the special team members were intentional, and said, “The village guard system will not be abolished even if the state of emergency legislation is abolished totally.” In the statement he made in Şenoba town of Şırnak in October, Arslan said that the state of emergency had begun to be implemented in the region because of the security problem after martial law, and said, “The village guard system is not related to the legislation of the state of emergency. It has been regulated under the Village Law. This is a legal situation which continues.”

While the debates on the village guard system were under way, the village guards requested certain rights to compensate the duty they were given. Dırbas Öncü, the chief of 1200 village guards in Günyazı region of Uludere, said the following about the expectations of the village guards: “The wages of the village guards should be increased. The number of bullets given to them should be increased, as even the money of the bullets used in operations are demanded. Our equipment should be renewed and the number of batteries should be increased. Our weapons are light compared to those of the PKK, thus heavy weapons should be given. We walk to participate in operations, we should be given vehicles, and our roads should be asphalted. The electricity and water infrastructure of our villages should be renewed, telephone exchange centrals should be established, schools and health centers should be opened in villages.”

Osman Demir, mayor of Kumçatı (Dergule) town of Şırnak and chief of village guards, expressed that the state did not help them, but they were kept in mountains along with soldiers for weeks during the operations. Demir said, “They sleep on the snow in the mountains. All of them return either ill or wounded. They have to pay for medicine with the money they receive, because no one deals with their treatment.” Demir said, “If the people collect wood and sell them, they can earn twice the money they get as village guards. If this war ends and peace comes, then everybody will work. Work as farmers. Our former lives were much better. We have been dealing with animal breeding, we had gardens. Now, no one can cultivate the fields as they are frightened.” Village guard Nedim Ergin Kutlu, who lost his brother in a clash, stated that no one cares for the village guards after death or injuries in clashes. Kutlu said that the state did not assist them after the death of his brother Hacı Kutlu at Mount Cudi, and added, “Now I have to care for 7 members of my bother’s family.” Hacı Bertan (19) who was wounded to his foot in a clash on 2 July 1995 and then crippled, and İbrahim Yıldırım, who was wounded in a clash at Mount Cudi, disclosed that they had not been given compensations, nor the state had dealt with their medical treatment. They said that they had to meet all expenses for the medical treatment.

Rather than “providing the security of their villages” as mentioned in the related law, the village guards were taken to the operations conducted by the military units they have been affiliated with. The village guards were also included in the cross-border operations. For example, 3,750 village guards participated in the “Hammer” operation that the Turkish Armed Forces launched into northern Iraq in May. 

Village guards also participated in the raids carried out against the houses of the people who were forcibly displaced from their region. In July, village guards in charge at Kulp and its villages raided the houses of the people who left Kulp and migrated to Diyarbakır.

Village guards who did not abide by the military disciple or who could not erase the doubts against them were punished in various ways. For example, Alan tribe chieftain Abdurrahman Seylan and Ezdînan tribe chieftain Salih Özbek were held as hostages at gendarmerie stations in Erişan and Konalga (Martanis) villages of Van. Seylan and Özbek were reportedly held as hostages as the village guards they led refused to stand guards around the stations, on the grounds that they had suffered 12 casualties during the PKK attack against Erişan village at the beginning of June. Alan tribe chieftain Abdurrahman Seylan was invited to Erişan Gendarmerie Station on 20 July, and he was detained. The officers at the station held him until 7 August, after saying, “The village guards do not want to stand as guards. We do not have life security. We keep you here for our security. If the village guards of the village accept to stand guard around the station, then we will release you. Otherwise, you will stay with us. If we keep you here, the village guards will stand as guards in order to protect you.”. The 45 village guards at Erişan village reportedly wanted to give back arms and migrate, but the military authorities did not allow them.

Some of the village guard groups could not erase the doubts of the military and local authorities on them, as they either refused to become village guards formerly or occasionally for their identity. If relatives were on the PKK side, additional doubts would fall on these village guards. Some village guards were accused of providing food and even guns for the PKK. 

It was reported that a fight arose between soldiers and village guards during a military operation in the vicinity of Nartöken village in Maden district of Elazığ in October. As a result, village guard Zülküf Işık was shot and wounded to his leg by soldiers on 18 October. The incident reportedly took place during the fight that arose when soldiers said, “You are village guards. You have to go in the front line during operations. But we are in the front.”

Practices of oppressing people in order to force them to become village guards also continued in 1997. In April 33 villagers in Doğruyol (Simek) village of Bitlis were forcibly given guns, and they were forced to sign documents that read that they had taken the guns voluntarily. It was also alleged that the villagers had been taken to an operation region in June and used as shields by soldiers in March. During the raid on Dedeköy (Şeyhselametan) village in Dicle district of Diyarbakır on 25 October, the soldiers reportedly gave guns to 40 villagers and forced them to become village guards. The raid was reportedly carried out after confessor militants had come to the village and got some assistance disguised as PKK militants as the villagers had refused to become village guards. The pressure on villagers in Eğil district of Diyarbakır intensified in September. The villagers were subjected to food embargo, and their fields were destroyed with armored vehicles as they refused to become village guards.

In 1997, the condition of accepting to become village guards was put forth in many Kurdish villages for the basic public services to be provided. For example, Elazığ Governor Lütfullah Bilgin went to Altıoluk village of Alacakaya district in April, and listened to the problems of the villagers. The villagers said that there was no teacher in the village and the road was bad. They also requested a health center in the village. Governor Bilgin said that all these problems would be removed if the villagers accepted to become village guards. 

In some places, the villagers were regarded as village guards without their own will temporarily or permanently. Such an incident happened in Silopi starting from 1 October, and the men over 20 years of age were forced to stand as guards. Lists were hung at the offices of the headmen of Barbaros, Cudi, Yeşiltepe, Şehit Harun Bey and Karşıyaka quarters, and 5 people in each quarter were sent to stand as guards for the protection of Görümlü (Besbin) Battalion between 7 and 10pm. In Varto district of Muş, officers of the Varto Gendarmerie HQ reportedly forced the villagers who did not become village guards to stand as guards without guns. The practice took place at Kayadere, Çayıryolu (Megamıs), Seferek, Boyluköy (Kırs), Görgü (Korcık), Alabalık, Gölyayla, Güzeldere, Onpınar Kartaldere, Güzelkent and Köprücük (Kasıman) villages. It was reported that the women had rejected to stand guard, whereas the men had abided by the instruction. The villagers expressed that they had been tortured when they were not found at the places of guard.

Village guards equipped with special authorities in the State of Emergency Region and the neighboring provinces occasionally carried out activities outside the region upon the instructions of “security” officers or upon their own initiatives. Adana Police HQ disclosed in January that two village guards had been apprehended with a Kaleshnikov rifle, one pistol and many bullets of these guns. The Police HQ added that an investigation was opened against village guards from Şırnak, named Yahya Encu and Cemil Berk, for “taking guns outside the State of Emergency Region although they could only be carried within the region.” 

Families or tribes whose members are village guards occasionally exerted pressure on other families in their region. Sometimes this was just a part of their task, and occasionally they resorted to their power to broaden their lands. On 29 March, 4 village guards, 2 of them named Abdullah Soysal and Mehmet Soysal, went to a teahouse belonging to Ali Ayaz in Gözpınar town of Kurtalan district of Siirt, and ordered the closure of the teahouse. The owners of the teahouse rejected to close the teahouse and they had an argument. At night, village guards Ferhat Soysal, Haşim Soysal and Harun Soysal opened fire at their houses. Abdullatif Okan was wounded in the firing. The village guards reportedly beat his wife and their children Hikmet Okan with the butts of their rifles and heavily injured them. It was reported that the village guards had wounded 11 people in the region after having been assigned as village guards. Protesting against these arbitrary practices, about 100 inhabitants of Gözpınar town rallied to Gözpınar Gendarmerie Station. They presented their complaints to the officers at the yard of the station, and a military officer reportedly replied them saying, “The incidents caused no deaths up to now. These things are not important. Go back to your houses, and stay there calmly.” HADEP Kurtalan District Chairperson Hasan Polat expressed that the village guards had prevented the villagers to cultivate their land, and added, “The purpose of these practices is to force the villagers to leave their village and to seize their lands.”

In the same region a fight arose between village guards from Palomîye village and villagers from Teliba village because of water on 26 August, and 3 people were wounded in the fight. After the fight, soldiers from Gözpınar Gendarmerie Station raided Teliba village and detained 50 people. After the fight, the village guards reportedly held the control of the irrigation channels by standing as guards. Villagers from Teliba stated that they had applied to Gözpınar Gendarmerie Station after the fight, but this application had produced no solution for the problem.

In Bölümlü (Kasimli) and Serçeler (Şeddat) villages of Bismil district of Diyarbakır, the village guards reportedly confiscated the land of villagers whom they had forced to migrate. Starting from 1994, the village guards had taken the control of about 5 thousand acres of land, and they did not allow the villagers to cultivate these lands. One of the villagers whose lands were confiscated, Halef Öztürk stated that he had received permission from the Ministry of Interior, Gendarmerie General Headquarters and Diyarbakır Governorate, yet he could not cultivate his land. The villagers who had to leave their villages said, “We have not been allowed to enter our village. The commander and village guards have their own share of income.”

Village guards from Kanikarvan village of Kurtalan, Siirt, raided İğdeli (Hınarek) village on 23 January, and burnt down the stable of villager Mizbah Karatay and confiscated his cattle. Karatay lodged an official complaint with Kurtalan Public Prosecution Office, stating that the village guards had first asked for money and then they had burnt down his stable. He said the following in his petition: “Chief village guard of Kanikarvan village, Sım Sevgili and his men including his brothers came to the village on 10 January, and they declared that they had the control of İğdeli village, and I had to give them TL 100 million in order to be able to graze my animals. They threatened me with forcing me to leave the village if I didn’t give the money. I did not give the money. Upon this, 15 village guards raided the village on 23 January and they burnt down my stable. They destroyed the fodder bags. Later, they confiscated all of my sheep (about 200) and took them to their village, Kanikarvan. Later they gave back some of the sheep to my shepherds. However, they confiscated about 50 sheep. As the stable was destroyed newly-born 40 lambs died on 26 January.” Karatay added that the village guards had harassed him and threatened him with death.

A crime gang formed by village guards in Karlıova district of Bingöl kidnapped a villager named Mahmut Abil on 19 July. Abil was reportedly threatened with death and then released when his relatives recognized the members of the gang and applied to the security officers. After having been released, Abil as well as his wife Dilber Abil, their children Birsen Abil (15), Özlem Abil (13), Abdulsamet Abil (7) and his sister Felemez Abil were detained by soldiers from District Gendarmerie HQ on 22 July. The detainees were taken to the gendarmerie station, where the commandeer threatened them in order to prevent them from making a complaint with an official authority or speak to any other person regarding the abduction of Abil. HADEP Bingöl Provincial Chairperson Niyazi Azak lodged an official complaint with Bingöl Public Prosecution Office against the members of the gang.

A villager named Mehmet Ali Ergin applied to the HRA Batman Branch, stating that he had been taken from his house in Hishis village of Kurtalan, Siirt, by village guards at night on 27 August and beaten outside the village. In his petition, Ergin said that he had gone to İstanbul in order to find a job in March 1997, and he had returned to Hishis village for 10 days on 25 August, and added, “Two days after arriving in the village, at about 10pm, I went out of the house for the toilet. A village guard from our village, Abdullah Soysal directed a gun to my head and attempted to take me outside the village. My wife and aunt heard about the incident, and they begged him to leave me. Yet he took me out of the village forcibly, where other village guards surrounded me. Abdullah Soysal started to beat me at random with the butt of his rifle.” Ergin said that he had been beaten and threatened by the village guards for about one hour, and he had been released when village headman Muhittin İnci stopped the village guards. Ergin added that he had been forced to leave the village and said, “I am anxious for the security of my wife and children as well as myself. If we leave the village, we will be in a miserable situation. But if we continue to stay in the village, our lives will be in danger. I request that the life security of my family is maintained in the village and village guards who oppress us are prosecuted.”

The village guard system led to enmity between the families of village guards and others that rejected to become village guards. When the pressure of the village guards intensified on other villages in Sason district of Batman, a meeting was held in July with the participation of the district governor, mayor, military officials and chieftains of tribes. The district governor offered the members of villages who were not village guards to take up arms, but they rejected this proposal. The mayor on the other hand expressed that they wanted to establish the unity with this meeting. A representative who attended the meeting disclosed that the meeting sought ways for an agreement between the village guards and the villagers who did not become village guards. He said that the village guards had formerly held a meeting among themselves, and they had decided to kill a villager for each of the village guards killed during a clash around Tekevler (Gundenû), Kelhasan (Kelhesna), Karameşe (Sebane) and Gümüşörgü (Timoq) villages who rejected to become village guards. He said the following: “The chieftains of the village guards asserted in the meeting that the villagers had planted mines, and they had also started the clashes. They made speeches asserting that no incident had taken place around their villages and that they would get involved in other regions if no incidents took place there.” The reason of the meeting was reportedly the murder of a village guard named Abdi Aylanç when PKK militants had opened fire on a group of village guards who had been patrolling around Newala Giyane area of Sason on 9 July. After the clash ended, village guards from Celali, Bidri, Şego and Darxane tribes opened fire at random at Kelhasan, Tekevler, Hewre and Karameşe villages with long-range rifles, and they raided Hewre village and Tira hamlet. They killed a villager named Ahmet Argiş in Hewre, and burnt down some houses in the village. The villager also opened fire on 13-year old Hüseyin Bayındır when he started to run away as he was frightened.

In January, village guards opened fire on people during the funeral of a village guard in Kulp district of Diyarbakır. Bayram Çelik was killed in the firing, 3 persons were wounded. The inhabitants of Kulp applied to the Parliamentary Commission of Petition, stating that the Bozkurt family had oppressed them. The Commission requested information from the Ministry of Interior in connection with this application. In its response in April, the Ministry confirmed the incident. The communication of the Undersecretary of the Ministry read as follows: “During the funeral of martyr temporary village guard Bedri Bozkurt, temporary village guards from the same family, Servet Bozkurt and Tahir Bozkurt started to fire at random with their official guns. A person named Bayram Çelik died on the spot because of the bullets, Behçet Eren, İhsan Teğin and a small girl near the road were wounded.” The communication asserted that the security officers had immediately intervened in the incident, that Servet and Tahir Bozkurt had been detained, and they had been remanded to prison by the court they had been referred to. The communication added, “the two village guards were dismissed with the confirmation of Diyarbakır Governorate on 14 January 1997.” 

A clash arose between two village guard families in İdil district of Şırnak on 5 August, reportedly regarding the chieftainship of the tribe. During the clash between the village guards under Süleyman Çelebi and Abdulhalim Aslan in Beğendi (Gûsûrî) hamlet of Güzelova (Xanahoso) village, Şükriye Alptekin and village guard Murat Alper were wounded. Members of both families reportedly set each other’s houses on fire, thus 30 houses were destroyed. Ten people were detained in connection with the incident. An eyewitness stated that both Süleyman Çelebi and Abdulhalim Aslan had wanted to be political candidates, and tension had arisen between them because of this reason, as they wanted to strengthen their positions after becoming chieftain.

Village guards opened fire on a group of villagers in Çalıdüzü (Mîlha) village of Kurtalan, Siirt, reportedly because of a dispute on land on 14 February. One of the wounded persons who were taken to Batman State Hospital, Hasan Büyükkale said the following: “Soldiers who came to the village after the incident acted along with the village guards instead of arresting them. On the other hand these village guards prevented our relatives to enter the village.” Büyükkale said that no proceedings had been started against the assailants, and that he had only warned them when he had come to the village. He added that 7 of his relatives had been detained upon the complaint of the village guards.

A village guard named Mehmet Sıtkı Baran reportedly opened fire on some people who had a dispute in Kürtmeydanı (Eralan) village of Kızılağaç town of Muş. The incident was reported as follows: On 18 October, Baran beat a child named E. S. (13) on the grounds that “he was grazing animals in a forbidden zone.” Upon this, a dispute arose between E.S.’s father Ramazan Simin and his brothers and village guard Baran and his friends. Baran opened fire on Simin and his relatives. Ramazan Simin and his son Ömer were seriously injured. Gendarmes detained Baran and 2 of his relatives.

Village guards from Özdek (Zeruk) village of Kulp raided Yıldız village of Lice on 14 July. The chief of village guards, Arif Güzel, reportedly said “This village has criminal records, we will not let you to live here”, and the village guards beat 7 members of the Tekin and Aslan families at the village square. After the village guards left the village, the villagers lodged an official complaint with Kulp Public Prosecution Office. One of those who lodged the official complaint, Bedri Tekin, was beaten again in the second raid of the village guards, and then he was detained. 

Some village guards also committed the crime of rape or were involved in cases of “abduction of girls” as a gentle and acceptable form of rape. Some of these crimes against women are as follows: Hamdiye Demir was abducted from Gip hamlet of Sason, Batman, on 10 March. Ali Yıldırım was arrested in connection with the incident. Saliha Aslan (16) was abducted from the Gercüş district center in June; village guard İsmail Çiftçi was arrested later. In Güllüce (Sican) village of Kozluk, village guards Ekrem Altuner, Nevzat Altuner and Cihan Altuner raped a girl named Remziye Dinç in 1995 (see the chapter on “Sexual Torture). Village guard Süleyman Askan who raped a child named R. K. (10) with the threat of his gun in Eryolu (Koradarî) village of Lice was acquitted at the end of the trial at Diyarbakır Criminal Court No. 3. Mehdi Süker, a villager from Kumgölü village of Silvan applied to the HRA Diyarbakır Branch, stating that chief village guard Emin Eren had abducted his sister Azize Süker (23) forcibly, wanted to marry her and threatened them to this end. Sevda Sarar (18), who had been abducted by village guards from Armutlu (Xirba) village of Kozluk on 6 January, and who had been married with a village guard named Sami Aktay, was killed on 19 February. Mehmet Demir (35), village guard in Doğubeyazıt district of Ağrı, abducted a girl named Katıl İlhan (19) in July, raped her and then stabbed her to death. Demir, who escaped after the incident, was subsequently captured and arrested.

Zeynep Aşa was abducted by village guards named Nusret, Osman, Ali, Abdülkadir and Mehmet Çetin in Alakuş (Hezaze) village of Mazıdağı, Mardin in May, and her whereabouts remained unknown. Her uncle Mahmut Aşa was beaten with the butts of rifles when he attempted to stop the village guards. Her family lodged official complaints with Derik and Mazıdağı public prosecution offices, but these complaints produced no result. The relatives of Zeynep Aşa stated that village guard Mehmet Çetin had abducted Zeynep, and the added: “That person came here and then went away. Nobody asked him anything. We want to know about the fate of our daughter. Our child should be brought here. If anything happens to her, not the village guards but the state will be responsible.” 

In Batman, 23 village guards abducted 3 girls, one of whom was 9 years old. Out of these village guards, 6 who abducted 9-year old H. D. in Batman, and 3 who abducted 16-year old S. A. in Doruk village of Gercüş were arrested in July. Four of the 14 village guards who abducted G. Y. in İnanlı hamlet of Kaletepe village of Kozluk were apprehended. G. Y.’s father Musa Yıldırım applied to Batman Prosecution Office and Batman Governorate, but he could not take his daughter back from the village guards despite all his initiatives. In his application to the HRA Batman Branch, father Yıldırım related what they had gone through: “There were guests in the house during the incident. When I heard the voices, I took my rifle and got out. The village guards run away. I opened fire, but they managed to escape. We captured Veysel Ok. When we were taking care of my mother and brother who were wounded, he escaped. I applied to the authorities after this incident. The village guards who abducted my daughter have not been apprehended although their names are known. After he was abducted, chief village guard of Kayahan village Turan Koçağa sent us messages threatening us. He threatened me and my family members with death.” Musa Yıldırım added that the last time he heard about his daughter after she had been abducted was 29 June, and said, “The village guards had forcibly taken photographs of my daughter and got an ID card for her from Kulp Registration Office. Then, another woman with her ID Card had married village guard Aydın Ok in Kulp. After hearing about this incident, I applied to Kulp Public Prosecution Office on 2 July, but they said nothing could be done as there was an official marriage.”

Cizre Massacre

Seven people were killed and 56 people were wounded when village guard members of a tribe opened fire on a rival tribe during a wedding ceremony in Cizre district of Şırnak on 1 August. The authorities and the media asserted that the incident happened when the village guards opened fire at random thinking that they were attacked by the PKK. Further investigations revealed that 3 tribes in the district had negotiations on postponing the wedding, but they had not reached an agreement. An attack had been carried out during the wedding and a clash had taken place between Batuya, Kiça and Teya (Tayan) tribes. The reason of the clash was reportedly the murder of Abdülrezzak Binzat from the Teya tribe by “unknown assailants.” Binzat had been accused of cooperating with the PKK. Members of the Teya tribe reportedly held the Kiça tribe responsible for the murder, and the two tribes had a fight prior to the wedding ceremony of Batuya tribe, but special team members had stopped the fight. It was also reported that members of the Teya tribe had requested from the Batuya tribe to postpone the wedding ceremony as they had were mourning, but the Batuya tribe had rejected this request. It was claimed that after a bomb exploded during the weeding, members of the 3 tribes who were sitting at different places had started to fire at each other. 

Minister of State Salih Yıldırım asserted that the incident in Cizre was not intentional, and it was “a high-priced lesson.” Yıldırım added that the incident had no political reasons, but it had taken place because of negligence. Yıldırım said, “the village guards are not allowed to carry guns in settlements, but they do not give up carrying guns in suburbs.”

After the incident, Kiça tribe member Hacı Kamil Saçan and his 3 sons were remanded to prison, and other members of the family left Cizre. Saçan and his sons reportedly took responsibility for the incident. In their testimonies, the defendants said, “The police detained us after the incidents in the weeding ceremony. The security officials told us, ‘If we had not chosen you as the ones to be sacrificed, the incident would grow and Kiça, Batuya and Teya tribes would fight each other.’ Minister Yıldırım alleged that the incident was an accident. Ten days past after the incident, Cizre Police HQ detained us when they realized that the incidents would not end and the tribes would fight each other. We have been subjected to ill-treatment during 7 days of detention. We were tortured. The state should find out the persons responsible for this incident.” The defendants were put on trial with the demand of the death penalty under Article 450 of the TPC. The defendants rejected the medical report issued at Şırnak Military Hospital, which claimed, “there were no traces of blows on their bodies.” They said that the medical reports had been issued 100 days after the incident. All of the eyewitnesses stated at the court that they did not have specific information, that they did not see the defendants at the wedding ceremony as it was too dark, and they would not state if they were guilty or not. Defense lawyer M. Emin Öğmen said that there was no evidence against his clients, and the defendants should be released immediately pending trial as some of them were minors. The court released all of the defendants, and postponed the trial until 22 January 1998. Members of the Batuya tribe told journalists prior to the hearing that certain incidents would break out if the court released the defendants.

d) People Forced to be Village Guards in Lice

Lice was one of the main areas of the state of emergency practices, and people in Lice were forced to agree to be village guards, especially in 1996 and 1997. Lice was the target of the armed attacks in previous years, many houses had been destroyed in these attacks. In Lice, men were forced to become village guards. Those who reject this were reportedly threatened by military authorities, who accused them for aiding the PKK, and said, “We will not allow such a thing. You will either become village guards or leave Lice.” The practice of forcing people to agree to be village guards started with the detention of about 200 people in the night of 20 December 1996. 

Mahmut Şakar, HRA Diyarbakır Branch Chairperson, stated that this operation had been carried out to force the people to agree to be village guards. Şakar said that about 60 of the 200 people were taken for training starting from 21 December when they agreed to become village guards, and the rest were kept at Lice Gendarmerie Headquarters. In the end, 84 people agreed to be village guards. It was reported that Engin Karadağ, a confessor PKK militant, had also threatened the people during the operation. Military officials claimed however that the inhabitants of Lice had applied to be village guards collectively, that a meeting had been held and Engin Karadağ had provided them with information on the PKK.
The 43-strong “Lice Monitoring Delegation,” which was set up to investigate the situation in Lice, went to the town on 30 December. Inhabitants of Lice who had gathered outside the District Gendarmerie Headquarters to try and obtain news from their relatives tried to explain their experiences to the delegates. They stated that they were under pressure, that there were almost no young people left in the town, and that those who were left behind were living in fear. They emphasized that the pressure would intensify after the delegation left the district. The delegation learned that Mehmet Gökdere, Şirin Şanlı, Ramazan Kasap, Mehmet Karadağ, Hacı Şirin, and someone named Ahmet, whose surname was not known, had been forced to become village guards and had been tortured in detention. On the other hand, Hacı İlbaş, the Deputy District Governor and District Gendarmerie Commander, claimed that nobody had been forced to become a village guard, and that 84 people had volunteered. When the delegates said that they wished to interview the 84 people in question, Hacı İlbaş brought the 84 people, who were in the Commando Battalion, to the town center. Faysal Özçift, the Secretary General of KESK, said that they would not speak to these people unless assurances were given, as they were concerned for their lives. Upon these words, a plainclothes police officer punched Faysal Özçift by saying, “Where were you when thousands of people were martyred?” The police officers also insulted and cursed HRA Deputy Presidents Eren Keskin and Mahmut Şakar and various journalists, and forcibly seized journalists’ films.
The “Observation Report” prepared by the delegation read the following: “It has been understood that the people had become the village guards not voluntarily, but as the result of the illegal imposition by the military officials. It has been concluded that the inhabitants of the district, who were put under mandatory training, have been subjected to significant material and moral pressure. It has been understood that the men hesitated to talk to the members of the delegation as the security officers, who wanted to avoid any interviews, threatened them prior to the delegation’s visit to Lice. Despite the threats and pressure, women and children spoke about the incidents openly declaring that they could not reconcile to become village guards with their dignity. This is evidence for the bankruptcy of insisting on military logic. We are anxious that a massive migration may take place in Lice if the pressure continues.”

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

Labor’s Party Central Executive Board Member Suna Keskin related her observations in Lice as follows: When we arrived in Lice, women and children met us outside the village. They had heard about our arrival, and they almost attacked the minibus. They all embraced us, cried and shouted. This scene was evidence of the oppression of people in that region in order to agree to become village guards. Indeed, we received every answer there. Of course, when they heard that we met the people, two armored police vehicles arrived there and they took us to the office of the district governor. There, the only authorized person was a captain. He was responsible for everything. This captain met us. He was a man who knew the NSC very well, and had been educated there. He told us that nobody had been assigned as village guards forcibly, and that they had all given petitions in order to be village guards. The captain told us that 120 people had given petitions, and they had been given military training for 2 days. According to the captain, these people had gone to their houses after the 2-day training, but their wives had not allowed them in. The women of Lice had told them, “Let your corpse be brought here instead of you coming with a gun.” In order to find out the truth, we told him that we wanted to speak to the people and the ones who were assigned as village guards. All of them gathered and denied what the captain had told us. For example, when the captain said, “We did not force them to be village guards,” then all women shouted, “No. They forcibly take our husbands.” But the captain was not disturbed about the situation, and repeated what he had told previously. Later, some members of the delegation went to meet the village guards. Others gathered with the citizens. Women and children in Lice told us the names of their husbands, brothers and fathers who were forcibly assigned as village guards. For example, an old woman, 3 of her sons are soldiers, one is in prison, and now one is a village guard, said, ‘I want the corpse of my son, I don’t want him to come with a gun in his hand.” Another woman whispers magic words in Kurdish: “To live is to resist!” This scene also proved that people were forced to agree to be village guards and they were oppressed. When the village guards came, it was evident from their moves that they were forcibly held there. We told the captain, “You say that these people are here on their own will, if there is anyone among the village guards who says that he is kept forcibly, let him come to Diyarbakır along with us.” Later, a friend made a speech to the people. They did not like it. We were attacked. The police officers harassed the friend who made the speech. All members of the delegation were pushed and kicked. The inhabitants of Lice did not want us to leave the district. It was obvious that they were thinking about what they would experience after we leave. But we had to leave. (...) When men in Lice did not agree to be village guards, first their telephones were cut and then electricity at about 5am on 20 December, and then they took all the men from the village. Meanwhile, it was determined that a person named Kadri Kumral was missing. This is what happened: They put the gun in front of the detainees and say, “We will fire on you if you don’t pick these guns.” Kadri Kumral openly rejected to take the gun. The captain says that Kumral had escaped. But, people claim that Kumral was killed as he refused to take the gun. They say that one person was missing and 8 were wounded in that moment. But this is not clear. 

KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

State of Emergency Regional Governor Necati Bilican said that there were attempts of provocation in Lice under the pretext of “pressure to force people to become village guards.” Bilican claimed that some executive members of the Democracy Platform, the HADEP and some trade unions had gone to Lice and attempted to create an atmosphere of tension on the pretext that the people had been forced to become village guards, and demanded that the press should deal with this issue in an objective way to avoid any further provocation. In the press conference he held on 1 January 1997, Bilican claimed, “some groups tried to prevent the provision of services to the region,” and said, “They requested permission from me so that they could go to Lice and observe incidents on the spot. So I gave them the permission to go. I did not have to. A group with bad intentions tried to create a commotion in Lice with the support of the journalists. A few sensitive members of the media were not deceived. However, a great part of the media reported stories claiming that the people in Lice had been forced to become village guards. There is no such issue.”
On 9 January 1997, the “Lice Monitoring Delegation” went back to Lice, but was not allowed to enter the town. This time the delegation consisted of about 60 people including Akın Birdal, HRA Chairperson, Sedat Yurtdaş (former DEP MP) and Şanar Yurdatapan, prominent human rights campaigner. It convened upon an invitation from the Diyarbakır Democracy Platform, but was halted at Mermer Gendarmerie Station, the first checkpoint on the road between Diyarbakır and Lice. There, a colonel said that there was no access to Lice on 8, 9, and 10 January since “there was intelligence that the PKK intended to conduct illegal actions.” The members of the delegation returned to Diyarbakır, and tried to get an appointment from Necati Bilican. During the meeting with 5 members of the delegation on condition that journalists would not report on it, Bilican claimed that there was no pressure on the people. After the meeting, the delegates made a statement: “The implementation of village guard system is seen as a source of employment, but 65 of the 84 people who were forced to be village guards already had jobs. We were not allowed to enter Lice, which implies that the state is trying to hide something.”
A delegation from HADEP attempted to visit Lice on 14 January 1997, but they, too, were refused access. In Diyarbakır, members of the delegation, including HADEP Deputy President Ahmet Türk, Deputy Presidents Güven Özata and Sedat Yurtdaş, and members of the Party Assembly, Sırrı Sakık, Kemal Parlak, Feridun Yazar and Selim Okçuoğlu, met with representatives of community organizations, and visited Necati Bilican. Making a statement after the meeting, Ahmet Türk said that Bilican did not explain the grounds for refusing them access to Lice, which implied acknowledgement of the implementation of the mandatory appointment of people as village guards.

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

“I was poor up to now, I was starving, but I was sleeping in peace at home. Whenever the door knocked, I was anxious, wondering if they were PKK members or soldiers or police of the state, but our door was open to both of them. Because we live in the rural area. I don’t want to be a village guard, neither my friends want. I hate guns. I have not been sleeping good since I got it.” These are the words of an inhabitant of Lice, who ‘voluntarily’ agreed to be a village guard one month ago according to the officials, but ‘forcibly’, according to him. He says the following: “We were taken to the battalion in the night of 20 December. The major selected 120 people. We were kept at the battalion for 4 days and not allowed to go home. There were students and teachers among us. They did not want to get guns. The captain told them, ‘you take your rifle and go to school, and hang it on the wall. And you get the village guard wage in addition to the teacher’s wage, is it so bad?’ Then they let the students go. Six persons declared that they definitely did not want guns. They were beaten and set free. We were 84 people, 60 of whom are tradesmen. They are not unemployed as the authorities claim. We go to the battalion at 1pm everyday for roll calls until 3.30-4.00pm. They do not give training for using gun. Once they showed the parts of a rifle. Some officers make speeches. Sometimes they make us watch movies and video tapes. War films. Films about the Ottoman time, and they say at that instant, ‘we saved this country altogether, and protect it altogether. We may go tomorrow, but you will stay here. The state is giving you a hand, and the state will be glad if you hold this hand. If you become village guards, the state will build concrete houses for you, give you flour and oil.’ On the day the delegation came, the captain came and told us, ‘A delegation has come, and they want to speak to you. We are glad about it.’ Then he selected 10 persons among us, and instructed us to protest the delegation. He forced us to shout such as, ‘Why do you come here? We do not want you. You go and save our elected deputies from prison’. When he let us go, we spoke to other friends, and told them that we had to be sacrificed for the future of Lice and for the life security of the members of the delegation. However, the friends in the delegation insisted, and the captain took all of us out of the battalion. He wanted from the members of the delegation to ask questions. The delegation asked, we kept silent. This silence was telling everything. The friends in the delegation understood that we had been forced to be village guards.” (Yeni Yüzyıl, 11.01.97)

KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

Members of the Parliamentary Human Rights Commission visited Necati Bilican in Diyarbakır on 14 January, and carried out investigations in Lice on 15 January. Governor Bilican did not allow the journalists to accompany the Commission members. In Lice, the Commission members met with 30 out of 84 village guards. During the interview, the villager said that they had been forced to agree to be village guards. Thirteen headmen who were also forced to be village guards also met the members of the Commission. Later, the Commission members spoke to District Gendarmerie Commander İlbaş, who reportedly told them, “You come here and the PKK has won, as the State has lost.”

In the press conference held after the mission, Demir Berberoğlu, DYP MP for Eskişehir, abstained from explaining his impressions on the situation in Lice, though there were many questions about this. (
) Sebgetullah Seydaoğlu, ANAP Party MP for Diyarbakır, said: “When we look at the region, we see that almost all of the village guards were forced into the job. People of all ages have been forcibly armed. It is ridiculous that the state relies on a few village guards in a district where a garrison of soldiers is deployed.”
Although Captain Hacı İlbaş had declared, “The village guards can resign after 15 January,” the district governor did not accept the petitions given by some of the village guards. Those who were not allowed to resign could not give their guns back. They declared that confessor PKK militant Engin Karadağ had shown them as targets and their petitions had not been accepted for this reason, and added, “we shall be chosen as targets during a possible provocative action in Lice.” 

After the Commission members left, two people resigned. However, when they wanted to leave Lice on 16 January, they were detained by soldiers at the outlet of the district and taken back to Lice. On 17 January, gendarmes raided some houses after gunshots were heard. Many people were detained. After the operation in the district center, gendarmes raided Kumluca village at midnight, and they detained 25 people, 10 of whom were had been forcibly armed previously. Captain İlbaş reportedly threatened the 15 people saying, “There are 10 village guards in the village, but this is not sufficient. You have to be village guards and take guns.” The 15 people were forcibly made village guards. Lice Mayor Behçet Tektaş was detained on 17 January, and he was interrogated for 2 hours regarding his visit to Ankara in connection with the practice of forcing people to agree to be village guards, as he was held responsible to the delegation of the NGOs and the members of the Parliamentary Commission to come to Lice. 

The PKK forced the villagers to refuse to be village guards. Members of the PKK abducted lice Mayor Behçet Tektaş’s brother Abdülselam Tektaş and he was released on 9 February. The PKK members went to Tepe (Gîr) village of Lice on 5 April, and they raided the houses of Hasan Lalealp and Hacı Selahattin, who were village guards before the practices in Lice. The PKK members abducted Lalealp and 7 villagers. The villagers were released later, but village guard Lalealp was found dead on 10 April. The people did not attend the military ceremony held for Lalealp at the District Gendarmerie Battalion. Upon this, 15 people were detained. Eight of the villagers who were forced to be village guards were abducted by the PKK on 8 April. Four of them were released shortly afterwards, but the whereabouts of the other 4 remained unknown. Gendarmes detained Kasım Demirhan after he was released by the PKK. He reported that he had been tortured by soldiers on the accusations of “being a guide of the PKK militants.” He was released on 14 April. HRA Diyarbakır Branch made a statement on this and requested the security forces and the PKK to abide by humanitarian law.

The pressures in Lice continued throughout the year. Food embargo was implemented and occasionally a curfew was declared in Lice and its villages. Besides, those who did not become village guards were subjected to ill-treatment and torture during the raids against the villages. The soldiers raided Kıralan (Qiledar), Çeper (Xana Kell), Bıryas (Çala Bukl), Duru (Dirşam) and Dernek (Tili) villages on 9 April, and they called the headmen of 5 villages to the district center. Lice Gendarmerie Battalion Commander İlbaş reportedly told the headmen, “I will lift the food embargo. And I will meet whatever your needs are. Hearing about this, PKK members will come and want bread. You will inform us and we will capture them” After this statement, soldiers raided Kıralan and Çeper villages on 17 January, and detained 15 people saying, “The captain wants to see you.” Captain İlbaş reportedly told them at the Gendarmerie Battalion: “According to the information we received, PKK members came to your village and you gave them food,” and declared that the food embargo would be more severe and all of the stuff would be confiscated if they were brought from the city without permission. HRA Diyarbakır Branch disclosed that villagers who had been detained on 28 April had been oppressed in order to agree to be village guards, that the villager Edip Eşer who was one of those who did not accept the offer had been hospitalized because of torture inflicted on him and he had later accepted to be a village guard, and villagers Fikri Genç and Mehmet Erdal had to leave the district. It was also reported that 25 people had been detained in the district center and they had been forced to be village guards, and that 6 of them had been tortured at the District Gendarmerie Battalion, whereas 19 had been released.

Captain İlbaş held a meeting with the headmen of the villages which had previously been evacuated and the headmen of villages which did not accept to be village guards on 22 July. He reportedly threatened them, saying, “The PKK comes and carries out attacks in the district wherever possible. We cannot ignore this. Lice has the least number of village guards among the districts. You have to be village guards for this reason. Otherwise, life will not be easy for you.” A village headman said, “The Commander told us that they would start to implement the village-city project and all the villages should take guns. They offered us to become village guards and settle in residents to be constructed near the village. He declared that they could start the construction immediately. The village headmen did not accept this offer.” After the meeting, soldiers raided Kumluca (Fum) village on 23 July. They conducted searches in houses, and detained 13 villagers without any grounds. The villagers were kept at Diyarbakır Provincial Gendarmerie Headquarters for a while.

President Süleyman Demirel and Parliament’s President Hikmet Çetin went to Lice in October for the opening ceremony of a marble factory established by Toprak Holding Company. Demirel and Çetin did not listen to the inhabitants of Lice, and they did not pay attention to the pressure in Lice, which was on the agenda until the end of the year. Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz, making a speech in Lice, claimed, “economic investments would the only solution for the Southeast problem.”

“The industrial investments” in Lice also affected Kırım (Kadışt) village of Hani, where the mine that provides marble for the factory is located. According to the information given by the villagers, soldiers from Hani Battalion and village guards from Gürbüz (Cevzi) village raided Kırım village on 29 August. After searches in the houses, they beat the men in the village and gathered them at the village square. One officer threatened them, saying, “If the terrorists attack the Şaklat Mine (an enterprise of the Toprak Holding Company) and solders and village guards who protect this mine, you will pay for such an attack.”

e) The developments in Tunceli

Another province that was frequently on the agenda with respect to pressures and attacks was Tunceli, its districts and villages. The population of Tunceli was 157,974 in 1980, and it decreased to 133,143 in 1990. The estimated population was 80,000 in 1997. There were 291 schools in Tunceli, and 232 of them were not open in 1997.
In Tunceli, oppressive practices such as food embargo, cannon fires on settlements, torture in village raids, torture of villagers on charges of “aiding an illegal organization,” and transfer of health centers and schools to the security units increased in the period between 1995 and 1997. MP for Tunceli Sinan Yerlikaya said in January that the food embargo continued in Ovacık, Pülümür, Nazımiye and Hozat districts, and the population of Tunceli had decreased by one third after autumn 1996. Yerlikaya said, “Most of the villages were evacuated. There are only a few elderly people in the villages that are declared inhabited. There are only five households in Kozluca village, which formerly had one hundred households. It is claimed that Kozluca was not evacuated. Obtaining bread is still a problem. Those who could not store food had to migrate to big cities.” After the burning down of many villages in Tunceli in 1994, a commission had been formed in Parliament. However, the Commission to Investigate Burnt Down Villages in Tunceli never carried out an investigation in the region.

The Parliamentary Commission to Investigate Migration heard Mayor Mazlum Aslan on 11 November. Aslan stated that 800 villages and hamlets had been evacuated in Tunceli, and the food embargo that had started with the decision of the governor in 1994, continued. He said, “Those who migrate from Tunceli have taken shelter with their relatives in İstanbul, Ankara İzmir, Elazığ and Adana in order to survive.”

The most important incident in Tunceli in 1997 was the attack against Karşılar (Halvorî) village. Mortar fire was opened against the village from Geyiksuyu Brigade Headquarters on 31 August. The mortar firing destroyed many houses, killed Azime (Esma) Demir (55) and wounded 8 persons, 3 of them seriously. (
) The Governor and Public Prosecutor initiated investigations regarding the incident. According to the statement by the Governorate, the officials would carry out an examination in the village in order to determine the destroyed houses, and the treatment expenses of the wounded people and the damage would be covered by the state. After this incident the villagers met with Governor Atıl Uzelgün, who had told that the firing had aimed at PKK militants but balls had hit the village by mistake. It was reported that Karşılar village had been subjected to a similar attack previously. In the firing of the Geyiksu Brigade, one of the cannon balls had exploded at the backside of the village, whereas many others had not exploded. 

CHP Deputy Secretary General and MP for Tunceli Sinan Yerlikaya claimed that the mortar attack against Karşılar was intentional. Yerlikaya said that a youth who was near a gendarmerie station had informed the soldiers about the firing, and the mortar fire had stopped after the wireless communication of the soldiers in the station. Yerlikaya said, “The soldiers very well know that there is a village there. Besides, the mortar firing was irregular and took place at intervals, which also indicates that it was opened intentionally. The village is between two gendarmerie stations and very close to the main road. The purpose is to evacuate the villages, which were not abandoned during former evacuations. Tomorrow they may say that the PKK had attacked, but I know that region well, and there are no PKK militants in that region. The firing is an outcome of the state policy.” Yerlikaya added that forests were burnt down, food embargo was implemented and ID checks were carried out every 200 meters at the entrance and outlet of the city, and said, “The people cannot visit their relatives. Three forth of the villages in Dersim were evacuated. The soldiers paid efforts for evacuation of this village. But the people stayed in the village, saying that they had nowhere else to go. Now they opened fire for the evacuation of Karşılar. People are harassed.” Yerlikaya added that 90 percent of the people had suffered from the struggle against terrorism, and asked, “How can the citizens trust the state if their houses are hit by mortar bullets in the night?”

One of the wounded, Nuriye Boztaş who received medical treatment at the Research Hospital and who could hardly speak, stated that Azime Demir had died because of a loss of blood as the military authorities did not provide any vehicles. Boztaş said, “The attack took place at about 10pm. My brother had gone and informed the soldiers at the station 1 km away from the village. He also asked for a vehicle in order to take us to the hospital, but the soldiers told him that the PKK militants had surrounded the region and they could not give any vehicles. It was 1am until a vehicle from Dersim reached the village. Azime might have survived, if the soldiers had given a vehicle.”

The Parliament’s Deputy Chairperson and DYP MP for Tunceli Kamer Genç, said that he did not bring the problems of the Tunceli people on the agenda up to date because of his position and fearing that some organizations might use them in their propaganda against Turkey, and added, “The state is deaf regarding Tunceli. I informed everybody, starting from the President, and requested solutions to the problems. They did not listen to me. They did not answer my phone calls.” Geni said that inferior military officers had arbitrary practices against the people, and the attack against Karşılar village was carried out from the military unit. Genç said that the Tunceli people were trying to survive in garages, one-room houses and under very hard conditions, and continued: “There is a food embargo since 1994. One person is given 200 grams of flour. There is an embargo on vegetables. The men on the mountains do not have food problems. There is no embargo in Elazığ, Bingöl and Erzurum. Besides, a person can die in a mortar fire while staying at home.”

In connection with the incident, Governor Atıl Uzelgün claimed on 31 July that the mortar firing had aimed at a group of PKK militants discovered in the region, but two of them had mistakenly hit the village, and the incident was not an intentional one. Governor Uzelgün said that 21 families had been given a total of TL 1.67 billion (approximately $10,300). Governor Uzelgün said that 2 PKK militants in the region had died in the mortar fire.

A CHP delegation went to the region in order to investigate the incident. A member of the delegation, MP for Sivas, Mahmut Işık stated that they were prevented occasionally on the grounds of “security” during their mission and they were not allowed to go to Karşılar. He said, “We went to Karşılar without taking any guards, and observed the truth.” Işık related his observations as follows: “The inhabitants of Karşılar are very disturbed by the terror. There are 3 roads to the village, but it is forbidden to use them. The villagers cannot take their animals to pasturelands. Villages in the neighborhood were evacuated and they had come here. The villagers extremely suffered from the mortar bullets. A bullet had fallen near the village ten days ago, and these ones right in the middle of the village. There are doubts about the intention in the incident. They had informed the soldiers when bullets had fallen, and the firing had stopped. For that reason, it is said that it was an accident. Anyway, if it is intentional, the responsible for the incident should be found out.”
After the attack against Karşılar village, discussions regarding the state of emergency practices in Tunceli increased. In August, MP for Tunceli Orhan Veli Yıldırım made a statement after an examination in the region. He said, “The administration has divided the people into camps on the map. They signed the enemy villages with red dots, friends with green dots, used another color to mention those in the middle. The tribes they call friends involve in illegal activities in the course of time. We have observed this in the cases of Bucak tribe in Urfa and Zeydan tribe in Hakkari. These implementations will depart people from the state, as we observed after the Susurluk case. These will harm the democracy and the regime.” In connection with the attack against Karşılar, Yıldırım said, “We have been convinced that this was done in order to frighten the villagers.”

The food embargo, which was a systematic practice in the provinces with the state of emergency legislation and the neighboring provinces, continued in Tunceli at an ever-increasing pace. The food embargo that started in the city center in October 1994 was extended to cover all districts and villages starting from 1995. In Tunceli, villagers had to consume their own products under control. The Governorate closed down the mills. Mayor Mazlum Arslan stated that he had opened a mill at the city center, but the flour had been taken to the police station, and the villagers could take the flour in small packages. The Governorate also banned medicine, including aspirin, in addition to the food such as flour and spaghetti. However, alcohol and cigarette were not listed among the banned stuff. 

The food embargo usually aimed at punishing people. In July, the villagers of Dorutay (Zeve) village of Pertek, which was formerly subjected to embargo, were not provided with any food at all. Starving villagers talked to Pertek District Governor Ahmet Ümit, who called Pertek Gendarmerie Brigade Commander and requested that the villagers were given food. Later villagers went to Pertek Gendarmerie Station and they were given 15 kg flour and 2 kg sugar per family.

In November, Sinan Yerlikaya said that the food embargo had continued in Tunceli, and it was implemented for Alevites, Kurds and those who did not agree to be village guards. Yerlikaya said that he had learnt that these people were subjected to a food embargo in Ovacık, Hozat, Mazgirt and Pertek districts, but Sunni Muslims in Çemişgezek and some parts of Pertek were not subjected to such a practice. Yerlikaya said that cannon and mortar fires were opened at night in the vicinity of Hozat and Ovacık in order to discourage militants, and said, “This is the reason for the fires in forests. The children have begun to suffer from psychological problems. They are in anxiety, they cannot sleep at nights and cry until the morning.” Yerlikaya added that no vaccination was found in the city.

Making a statement on the food embargo, Governor Atıl Uzelgün confirmed the practice, which started in 1994, and he claimed that the logistic support given to the PKK was cut down by 90 percent. Governor Uzelgün also claimed that the villagers did not suffer from the embargo, but they were given enough food at intervals.

The road controls were also an oppressive practice. There were 6 control points on the road to the city center, and there were others on the roads to the districts. In June, another one was set at the Pertek cross-road. Besides, the soldiers did not allow entrance to districts after certain hours. Entrance to and exit from Nazımiye, Ovacık and Pülümür districts were banned after noon. A door was erected at the entrance of Pertek. 

The practice of allowing vehicles in convoys, which continued between Tornova and Ovacık districts, was implemented between Ovacık and the city center in August and September. The drivers protested this as the 58-km-long road took 7 hours. The drivers and passengers were obliged to wait for the military convoy to bring them to the city center at the outlet of the district. The drivers met with the district governor and gendarmerie commander on 6 September. The drivers said that the commander had told them, “I will secure that the convoys will depart regularly, and I will not allow arbitrary delays.” The next day, the drivers set an act of stopping their vehicles, and they did not carry passengers to the city center. On 8 September, the passengers said: “We took the road in the convoy at 10am and reached Dersim at 2.30pm. There were many passengers, and the registration of 22 passengers took one and a half hour.”

Once the practice of forming convoys ended, the soldiers did not allow the people to take animal products such as meat, cheese, butter and honey to the city center, starting from 10 November. Ovacık Mayor Musa Yerlikaya said that the people were told that the ban had been brought because of the operations in the region, and added, “The people are suffering. Formerly we applied to many authorities. Now we have nowhere to apply.”

People of Tunceli origin collected aid in big cities for inhabitants of Tunceli, however, they were not allowed to distribute the stuff to the people. For example, members of Tunceli Inhabitants Association collected aid in Ankara in December, and they went to Tunceli after distributing some part of the stuff in Elazığ. However, they were not allowed to enter Ovacık” on the grounds of “security.”

Another systematic practice in the provinces within the state of emergency legislation was the burning down of forests. Prior to the military operations, the soldiers or special team members set fires in the forest areas in the vicinity of villages. Fires frequently broke out at Kutuderesi Valley, Munzur National Park Valley and Geyik Suyu region. The report prepared by Tunceli Platform of Trade Unions was submitted to Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz in the beginning of July. The report read as follows: “Everyday we hear news about a forest area in Tunceli. We mobilize all people during the fires at other places, as forests are national wealth. We start campaigns to plant new trees to replace the burnt ones. However, no efforts are paid in Tunceli to extinguish fires. Indeed, those who go to extinguish them are arrested.”

In July, jet fighters bombed and burnt forests in Kutuderesi Valley in July. Erdemli Brigade Commander disclosed that they had burnt down the forests for their life security, during the meeting held at Erdemli Brigade with the participation of Tunceli Mayor Mazlum Arslan, ANAP District Chairperson Hüseyin Kıran, CHP District Chairperson Ali Hıdır Kulu, DYP District Chairperson Veli Yeşil and Governor Atıl Uzelgün. When Hüseyin Kıran wanted to know by whom the fires had been set and why they were not extinguished, the commander said, “We have sent a communication to the Forestry Enterprise for cutting trees in the forests, but they did not take steps in this regard. Subsequently, we have been burning down the places which we regard as necessary with respect to our security.”

In 1997, the military and political authorities decided to cut trees in the forests. In May, a meeting was held in Ovacık with the attendance of Governor Atıl Uzelgün, Provincial Gendarme Regiment Commander, Forest Enterprise Director, Ovacık Mayor Musa Yerlikaya and headmen of 13 villages. It was decided in the meeting that trees in the forests around 20 villages including Kazıkuşağı, Otlubahçe, Isıtma, Hüllükuşağı, Tatuşağı, Çakmaklı, Öveçler (Kerdiz) and Elgazi would be cut. The villagers would be used for this purpose and the governor would provide a saw for each of the villages. Despite this decision, the trees were not cut except the ones around Çakmaklı village as villagers of other villages protested such an implementation. Upon this, the military authorities took about 100 village guards from Diyarbakır and Mardin and many people, reportedly MHP supporters, from Erzincan to Ovacık. In July, the village guards and the MHP supporters started to cut down the forest around Burnak village under the protection of soldiers. The trees were brought to Ovacık with military vehicles and hoarded up there. Protesting the cutting down of the forest, villagers of Burnak applied to HRA Elazığ Branch on 5 July, requesting from the HRA Branch to take the necessary initiatives to stop this. As the forests in other places were not cut as planned, military units started to burn forests around Ovacık and many other regions starting from June. In July, the military units burnt down the forests around Pülük and Düzlüktepe villages of the province, Balpayam region, Kutu Stream region, Gökçek village Gevrek hamlet, Roj Stream, Mirik hamlet, Mount Kırmızıdağ, Gömemiş and Marçik villages, Mount Bordağları, Munzur Valley Gözeli region and Fırtına Veli Çeşmesi region in Pülümür district, Kıl Stream region and Mount Haydaran in Nazımiye district, and in the vicinity of Geyiksu town in Hozat district.

In September, MP for Tunceli Orhan Veli Yıldırım said that a contractor firm was allowed to cut down trees in Pülümür under the protection of the soldiers, but the villagers were not even allowed to enter the forests. 

In response to the questions about the fires in the forests, Governor Atıl Uzelgün claimed that the fires had started because of the fires opened from tanks, but the military units had extinguished these fires immediately.

The public in Turkey achieved a level of sensitivity with regards to the forest fires in other parts of Turkey, but this was not the case for Tunceli. Some environmental activists and human rights organizations, on the other hand, were prevented when they assembled to protest the environmental destruction. A delegation, “Flowers of Peace in Munzur Valley: Environmental Watch” was formed by Tunceli Inhabitants Culture and Solidarity Association, closed-down Greens Party Chairperson Bilge Contepe, Germany’s Greens Party Berlin Parliamentarian İsmail Hakkı Coşkun, İstanbul Greens Group member Ender Eren, HRA executive Nimet Tanrıkulu, İstanbul Social Ecology Group member Emel Değirmenci and Ecological Action Group member Deniz Duman and some journalists. The call made to the public by the delegation expressed that “villages were burnt down, hundreds of thousands of people were displaced, millions of people were starving, uneducated and unemployed during the 13-year warfare,” and said: “With this war, the environment has been destroyed irreversibly. One of the most brutal examples of this destruction is witnessed in Munzur Valley National Park. Of 3,000 types of plants in Turkey, 1,860 were in the eastern and southeastern regions. There were oak forests, thousands of flowers and plants in the 42,800-acre Munzur Valley prior to the war in addition to many animals. The ecologists name this valley a wonder of flora and fauna. This beauty has been bombed under the name “anti-terror struggle,” and what has been left behind is a mountain planted with mines. We hope that our testimony on the ecological destruction in Ovacık Munzur Valley National Park will give the peace a chance.”

The delegation was denied entrance to Tunceli under Article 11 of the State of Emergency Law, on the grounds that “it would negatively affect the peace in the region” and “there were operations in the region.” The members of the delegation took off from İstanbul on 24 September. When they arrived in Bolu, İstanbul Governorate sent a communication to them, saying that their entrance to Tunceli was banned. The delegation arrived in Elazığ on 25 September, but they were not allowed to enter the city. On instruction by the chief of police and the governor, they were stopped by the police and forced to head for Tunceli after an ID control. At the border of Tunceli, the police and gendarmerie barricade met them. The Gendarmerie Commander told them that they had orders not to allow the delegation into Tunceli, and asked them to pass on the other side of the Peri Suyu Bridge, which constitutes the Tunceli-Elazığ Border. The members of the delegation said that they had come to Tunceli for planting trees, and they would not leave the city without doing this. Then, they dug holes with their hands, and planted a plane-tree for peace. They also made a speech, saying that they wanted that the peace would grow in the region together with that tree, and protesting the attitude of the Ministry of Interior and State of Emergency Regional Governor. They went back, after throwing their flowers into the Peri Suyu River. 

The villagers of Tunceli were also banned from going to plateaus. Villagers of Geçityaka, Pertek applied to HRA Elazığ Branch in June, saying that a gendarmerie major did not allow them to take their animal to plateaus, and the lives of their animals were in danger because of the hot weather. HRA Elazığ Branch Chairman Cafer Demir expressed that some other villagers had been allowed to go to plateaus, whereas some others had been banned.

In August, soldiers set the fruit trees in Burnak village on fire. On 30 August, a clash took place between soldiers and militants in the rural parts of Ovacık. A tank struck a mine planted on the road and was destroyed while going to the region. Upon this, soldiers raided Burnak village in the region. They gathered the villagers outside the village, and the set fruit trees and grass on fire. They also broke down doors and windows of the houses. Later, the villagers applied to the Parliamentary Human Rights Commission, saying that they had no life security because of the pressure by the soldiers, and they requested to be settled in another region.

Paramilitary groups occasionally inflicted pressure in Tunceli. At the end of May, unknown persons distributed letters that read, “Either love it or leave it,” which is the slogan of the Nationalist Action Party (MHP). Sinan Yerlikaya disclosed that he had been informed that members of the National Security Organization (MİT) and the police had provided drugs for the youth and made them drug addicts. CHP MP for Tunceli, Orhan Veli Yıldırım said, “If youths are using drugs in a province which is populated by 60,000, but in which are 70,000 security officers, this means that the drug use is tolerated by the state forces.” 

In April, Şengül Şenol, a member of Köln city assembly from Union 90/Greens Party, carried out examinations in Tunceli, and referred to the city as an “open prison.” Şenol said that the number of the security officers was more than the number of inhabitants, that the operations continued, villages and forests were bombed, and bridges had been destroyed. She also said that the provocative actions of the JİTEM continued, and this unit had threatened Ovacık Mayor Musa Yerlikaya, Dersim Mayor Mazlum Arslan and some representatives of NGOs in order to force them to migrate, and sent false declarations of the PKK and the ERNK to their houses. Şenol added that the Turkish Red Crescent did not provide any aid for the people whose villages had been burnt down, and said, “The State wants to erase Dersim from the map.” 

In June, a delegation of Tunceli Platform of Trade Unions went to Ankara in order to find solutions for the burning down of forests and the arbitrary attitudes of the security officers. They visited many authorities, including Prime Minster Mesut Yılmaz. Accompanied by ANAP, DSP and DTP Tunceli Provincial Chairpersons, they saw Yılmaz on 22 June, and gave him a file that listed the problems in Tunceli. They said that the Prime Minister had called Mehmet Keçeciler during the meeting, and requested him to solve the problems. The delegation also made a statement, declaring that they were ready to do whatever necessary for finding solutions, but they were regarded as potential criminals. The statement read: “(...) It has not been long since democratic mass organizations rallied for democracy when the country went into a crisis. But none of the authorities regarded this initiative as an illegal organization. The situation in our region is quite contrary. The people in the region are regarded as suspects and potential criminals. For this reason, an illegal organization is sought behind any king of democratic demand. For example, we have requested a place from the authorities in order to give free lessons for the university exams for the children who cannot afford private lectures, but this demand was rejected.”

f) Provinces Taken Out of the Area of the State of Emergency

Following Mardin in 1996, Batman, Bingöl and Bitlis were taken out of the area of the state of emergency legislation in 1997. This was accepted with the votes of all political parties in Parliament on 2 October. Minister of Interior Murat Başesgioğlu disclosed that the legislation would be gradually lifted in all provinces. The RP gave a proposal during the debates, requesting to lift the legislation in all provinces, but this was not accepted by the Parliament. 

After the ANAP-DSP-DTP coalition government came to power in July, they frequently made statements asserting that they would lift the state of emergency legislation. This proposal was discussed in the NSC meeting in September. The commanders of the armed forces proposed to lift the state of emergency legislation in three stages, and this proposal was adopted.

The provinces that were taken out of the area of the state of emergency legislation were given the status of neighboring provinces with the proposal of the Regional Governor and decision of the Council of Ministers. Thus, the state of emergency practices continued to exist in these provinces, and the Parliament had no formal control over the practices in these provinces. Taking Batman, Bitlis and Bingöl out of the area of the legislation was decided in the NSC meeting and then put to the vote of Parliament. During the debates in Parliament, it was emphasized that taking these provinces out of the state of emergency area would not cast a problem after the amendments made to the Provincial Administrative Law in 1996 and as the village guard system was regulated under the Village Law. Deputy Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit stated that they had the intention of lifting the state of emergency legislation in all provinces on the same grounds. However, he did not disclose why they could not lift the legislation in all provinces.

After Necati Bilican was appointed as the Security General Director, Aydın Arslan was assigned as the State of Emergency Regional Governor to replace him in September. He stated that the practices such as village evacuations and exiles would end and uncontrolled detention period would be reduced to 4 days if the state of emergency legislation was lifted totally. However, these practices continued in 1997 in the provinces that are not even listed under the status of neighboring province.

Mardin

In 1996, Mardin was taken out of the state of emergency legislation, and given the status of neighboring province. However, this move, which is under the authority of the Council of Ministers, did not bring any change for the inhabitants of Mardin. The violations and restrictions, which are regarded as “state of emergency practices,” continued to exist in Mardin without any remarkable change, and the perpetrators remained immune from prosecution.

HRA Mardin Branch Chairperson Branch Chairperson Cemil Aydoğan said, “Applications to the HRA ever increased after the state of emergency legislation was lifted, and our branch was closed down.” He summarized the situation in Mardin as follows: “Now they won’t allow you to get out of the village after 4pm even if you have a fatal disease. There was the same ban previously.”

Cases of extra-judicial executions, disappearances and torture continued in Mardin. Villagers went missing for weeks after soldiers detained them during operations. For example, 27 villagers were detained during the raid against Hisaraltı (Rebet) village of Derik on 2 July, and their whereabouts remained unknown for days. The villagers were reportedly held at Central Gendarmerie Commando Station and they were ordered to show certain locations during operations. The last 9 of the 27 villagers for released on 14 July. 

In January, Murat Akman was killed in the raid on his house in Savur. In February, a woman named Hasibe Daralan was killed in Mazıdağı; in March, a woman named Harice Güler was killed in Savur; and in July, a woman named Zehra Değer was killed in Kızıltepe; all for “disobeying stop warnings.” On 4 August, gendarmes detained 5 people whom they held responsible for the murder of 2 village guards. The detainees were taken to Derik Gendarmerie Headquarters, and village guards opened fire on them in the garden of the Headquarters. Three people died in the firing, 1 soldier and 3 civilian persons were wounded. On 10 August, village guards killed Mehmet Aydın while he was returning to Zınaraysefa village of Yalım (Mansuri) town. In November, Züher Bilgiç (13), Sibel Oğraş and Ahmet Demir were killed in the fire opened on their house in Nusaybin from an armored vehicle (panzer). Many other houses were destroyed during the firing. Cannon fire on settlements also continued. In Kızıltepe, a villager named Muhittin Uçar was wounded in the cannon fire by soldiers on 2 April. In Nusaybin, Hasan Baytur (12) was wounded in the fire opened on him by soldiers on 28 October. (See the chapter on “Extra-Judicial Executions.”)

The lives of people were in danger in Mardin because of the atmosphere of brutality. Kadir Baykuş (12) was wounded as he was caught in crossfire during a clash in Nusaybin. Mehmet Şerif Özçelik (12) was killed by an armored vehicle that was speeding down a street in Kızıltepe on 23 April. The authorities asserted that the incident was an accident, and no investigation was initiated. In Nusaybin Bilal Alanca (5) died in the fire opened by a police officer on 10 November. 

In July, village guards opened fire on people in Bira village of Derik. It was reported that the village guards had also beaten a pregnant woman named Mesnet Azar with the butts of their rifles, and the woman had a miscarriage. On 13 January, Hasan Filiz (55) was reportedly detained and tortured in Şute village as he refused to give his vehicle to gendarmes. 

Starting from January, villagers of at least 12 villages were not allowed to deal with the cultivated areas in Mardin. Villagers from Elmabahçe, Bağyaka, Serenli, Durusu, Köprülü, Yazılı, Taşlık, Kırkdirek, Yalacık, Işıkyakar, Hündülüya and Erden villages of Mardin, which were evacuated in 1993 after the inhabitants had given back their arms back as village guards, applied to the governor in order to get permission for cultivating their fields. The governor accepted their demands, and spoke to the brigade commander, who did not allow the villagers to go back to their villages. The same practice was valid in many other villages. On 4 March, two children named Hasan (15) and Hicran Balta (13) who wanted to work in their garden in Derik were reportedly harassed by gendarmes and sent back. The villagers disclosed that fire had been opened at random against their gardens in October. 

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

Fehmi Ayanoğlu (RP Provincial Chairperson): “We do not think that the state of emergency legislation was lifted. Soldiers are still active. We went to Şenyurt district a while ago for a funeral, and saw that the soldiers were still active there. They conducted searches and ID controls at the entrance and outlet of the district. The people in the region are starving. The biggest problem of the city is migration. All problems should be solved and the Kurdish reality should be recognized. Kurdish schools and broadcast should be allowed. I am an Arab and I want my child to attend a school giving Arabic education. There are 10 channels in Turkish. One channel in Kurdish cannot bring the apocalypse.”

Cemil Aydoğan (HRA Branch Chairperson): “It is not a solution to lift the state of emergency on paper. The clashes continue at a vast level. Albeit a show, Erbakan has given signs for the people who have migrated, but people faced pressure by village guards or security officers when they returned to their villages, they were not allowed to enter their villages. People are living in poverty, and they request that the problem should be solved politically on the basis of democracy and peace.” 

Cemil Kaya (HADEP Provincial Chairperson): “The state of emergency rule continues. The social, political and economical problems continue to exist. According to the information we received, plainclothes police officers wander around suburbs at nights and harass the people. In Nusaybin, where we received 8,000 of 14,000 votes, we cannot open an office of HADEP.” 

KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

The evacuation and burning down of villages continued in Mardin. Serenli village of Savur, which had been evacuated in 1994, was reportedly burnt down in January, after PKK militants raided the district. In Dargeçit, gardens in many villages such as Kuşlucu, Ormaniçi, Korucu, Kısmetli and Akyol were set on fire by soldiers. In Kışlak (Şıvistan) village of Mazıdağı, 3 houses were burnt down on 20 November. Villagers in Çınarönü (Cilîn) village of Savur were subjected to pressure throughout the year. In November, about 20 houses and 14 tractors were reportedly burnt down. In December, the Parliamentary Commission to Investigate Migration wanted to conduct an investigation in the village, but failed to do so as the authorities told them that there was nobody left in the village. Twenty-one people, who lived in the village under security blockade, were tortured in November. No information could be taken obtained the conditions of these people during the period they were kept in detention (see the chapter on “Enforced Migration”) During the debates on the extension of the state of emergency legislation in November, MP for Diyarbakır Ömer Vehbi Hatipoğlu brought the practices in Çınarönü on the agenda of Parliament. He said that the security officers had burnt down and destroyed the village. In response to Hatipoğlu, Minister of Interior Murat Başesgioğlu said, “The operation conducted after the ambush aiming at soldiers on 10 November is being criticized here.” Başesgioğlu said, “No one should ever attempt to reach a judgment about police officers and gendarmes in order to reach his own evil purposes. The government of the republic will stand with all of its power against those who attempt to make a judgment.” Amnesty International made an urgent call in connection with the practices in Çınarönü. 

Batman, Bingöl and Bitlis

In 1997, Batman, Bingöl and Bitlis were also taken out of the area of the state of emergency legislation, and these provinces were given the status of neighboring villages. 

Batman Bar Chairperson Sabih Ataç made the following statement as to the lifting of the state of emergency legislation: “As you know, the law lists the status of state or emergency rule and neighboring province. The State of Emergency Regional Governor can use his authority in the areas of neighboring provinces. Nothing changes as to the detention period. The village guard system, keeping the schools closed, searches by gendarmes are also continuing. People are going to their houses at the sundown, which indicates that the psychological pressure of the state of emergency rule on the people has not changed. All of these are the state of emergency rule, nothing else.” Batman Deputy Governor Mehmet Ceylan expressed that “the lifting of the state of emergency legislation would not cause a weakening of authority in Batman,” and said, “We will not allow such a thing to happen.”

g) Spread of State of Emergency Practices 

One of the main features of 1997 was the spread of the state of emergency practices to cover all provinces. The 1996 amendments to the Provincial Administrative Law listed a broad range of authorities for all governors and district governors, which were formerly listed under the State of Emergency Law. Thus, certain “special operation” practices, which have been regarded as state of emergency practices, began to take place in other places. This situation clearly demonstrated that the security forces could create a state of emergency anytime at any place.

The state of emergency and “special operations” practices affected many provinces in southeastern Turkey which were not listed under the state of emergency legislation or given the status of neighboring provinces. Sivas, Erzurum, Ağrı, Iğdır, Kars, Malatya, Erzincan, Elazığ, Maraş, Urfa and Gaziantep were among these provinces. 

The spreading of the state of emergency practices also affected certain provinces in the Black Sea region and Hatay. The state of emergency was not declared officially for these provinces, but the amendments to the Provincial Administration Law and the Anti-Terror Law, as well as the Prime Ministry Regulation of Crises Administration provided the legal frame of these practices. The “special operations” experience acquired in the State of Emergency Region was used to cover the Black Sea region and other regions. The claims of extra-judicial executions and torture increased for the provinces such as Sivas, Hatay and some provinces in the Black Sea region. 

The State of Emergency in the Black Sea Region

A report prepared by intelligence units and submitted to the authorities in September claimed that “the PKK attempted to survive by implementing a policy of expansion in Ordu and Giresun in line with the ‘People’s War Strategy’.” The report expressed that the organization had begun to be influential in Almus, Reşadiye, Niksar and Artova district of Tokat, Mesudiye, Gölköy Aybastı district of Ordu and Aluçra and Şebinkarahisar districts of Giresun, and read: “The PKK has taken big steps by using the DHKP-C organization in pursuit of its aims to move into a settled position and in its relations with the people.” The report, in the section on the PKK organization in the Black Sea region, stated that the PKK had aimed at moving its activities to the rural areas of Giresun, Ordu and Tokat to the settlements on the one hand, and to leak into the rural areas of Amasya, Çorum and Yozgat on the other. The report claimed that some villages also aided the PKK in these activities. According to the examples given in the report, 23 people were detained in Tokat for “aiding the PKK” in 1997, 79 people were detained for “aiding the DHKP-C,” and 27 people were detained for “aiding the TİKKO.” Sixty-seven of the detainees were remanded to prison. 

After these claims, the NSC started to discuss the introduction of the state of emergency legislation in the Black Sea region. The legislation was not declared, but certain state of emergency and “special operations” practices were started. Special team members and some confessors were transferred to this region. Some educational buildings and their dormitories were transferred to the security forces. Extra-judicial executions started, information about attacks by armed organizations was disseminated. As in Sivas children were killed by special team members in Ordu. (See the chapter on “Extra-Judicial Executions.”) The plateaus were banned, raids were conducted against settlements, and they were evacuated or burnt down totally or partially.

A declaration, which was reportedly prepared by special team members and copies of which were distributed in Mesudiye and Gölköy districts of Ordu in August, read as follows: “These lands belong to Great Armenia. Leave here immediately.” A letter signed by ERNK was sent to the headmen of villages and mayors in September. The letter requested the evacuation of villages of Aybastı and Mesudiye, and threatened the villagers as follows: “In 10 days after receiving this letter, all the villagers will migrate to the Turkish areas in the west. Or the world will be your dungeon. Understand this very well.” The letter continued: “Without discriminating Zaza, Azeri, Turkmen, Kurd, Boshnak, Alevite and Shafi, we will remove all the Turks from the region. We will settle 8 million Armenians, who were exiled to Iraq, Syria and Lebanon in 1915. Our struggle will continue until Great Armenia is established.” The letter claimed that PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan was of Armenian origin.

In the “special operations” atmosphere in the Black Sea region, it was observed that some local newspapers, radio stations and TV channels started to publish and broadcast targeting the Kurds in the region. Tempo TV; a local TV channel in Giresun, asserted in the broadcast that the Kurdish people living in the region had drawn maps of the region and given them to the PKK, which carried out attacks accordingly. The broadcast of Tempo TV requested the people to protest the PKK, and ban the entrance of the Kurdish workers to the region as they had disturbed the peace.

In Almus district center, one gunshot was heard at about 9.30pm on 18 August. Upon this, special team members blockaded all the roads and opened fire at random. Later, police officers raided the houses of Alevites, saying that they were searching for PKK militants. At 3.00am in the same night, fire started at Tufan Tepe Restaurant while special team members were eating there. Subsequently, roads to the village were blockaded and strict controls were conducted.

Meanwhile, armed organizations or people acting in the name of these organizations carried out attacks, some of which targeted civilian people. For example, a group of armed people blockaded the road between Şebinkarahisar and Alucra districts of Giresun on 10 October. Haydar Kirazlı who was in a minibus and Seyfettin Dokumacı who was traveling with a motorcycle, were killed in the fire opened by the group. PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan made a statement as to the developments in the Black Sea region in October, and stated that PKK militants did not carry out the attack. Öcalan said, “The guerrillas did not kill the shepherds and opened fire on the minibus carrying a corpse. We know this. I assume these are strategies of special warfare, carried out to provoke the people.” On 19 October, a group of armed persons raided Aybastı district of Ordu. Nazlıgül (16) and Kevser Çubukçu (20) were killed in the fire opened at a house. (See the chapter on “Armed Organizations and the Right to Life”).

The most important human rights violation in the Black Sea region after the state of emergency and “special operations” started in this region was the killing of two children by special team members in Mesudiye district of Ordu. In August, special team members killed the shepherds named Turgay Metin (12) and Cihat Metin (14). The authorities asserted that the incident had taken place because of “incautiousness,” as the security officers had thought that the children were militants of the PKK (see the chapter on “Extra-Judicial Executions”).

A circular issued on 7 November 1997 revealed that the state of emergency practices had started in the region. In the document numbered 1997/309, Ordu Chief Prosecutor Hasan Turan Yavuzyılmaz said, “I request the notification of names, titles and if possible the telephone numbers of the personnel, as a work plan will be scheduled in order to keep the court house open for 24 hours in line with the provision stipulating 24-hour work during the implementation of the state of emergency.” 

Plateaus were banned to people in many settlements in the region. On 28 August Ordu Aybastı District Governor issued a declaration, banning the plateaus other than those in the vicinity of Perşembe district of Ordu and Sıraç and Kızılot plateaus under Article 32 of the Provincial Administrative Law. The declaration read that the security of Perşembe plateau would be provided by a temporary gendarmerie station, and in Sıraç and Kızılot by voluntary village guards. The declaration read, “The harvest of products such as potato will be carried out under the surveillance of the district gendarmerie headquarters after permission is given by the district governorate.” District Governor Yaşar Karadeniz sent a communication to Aybastı Mayor on 1 September 1997, requesting him to inform the public about the ban. The communication read that the plateaus of Hoşkadem, Kuzköy, Belen, Beylerli, Alacalı and their quarters and the plateaus of Yelve, Borta, and Uzundere’s Erikalan and Sabuçukuru plateaus were banned.

Plateaus of Kınık, Kapıcı, Ormandibi, Çevreli, Karadere, Baba, Görümlü, Arısu and Gölgeli villages of Almus district of Tokat, and those of the villages of Niksar were banned in June, on the grounds that “there were terrorists there.” The villagers protested the attitude of the district governor and governor, stating that they were prevented from animal breeding, which was the source of living for them.

As part of the special operations practices, some of the security officers who worked in the state of emergency region were assigned to the region. For example, General Veli Küçük, whose name was involved in the Susurluk scandal, was appointed the Black Sea Region Gendarmerie Commander. During the period when Küçük was in charge in the State of Emergency Region, there was a great increase in the murders by unknown assailants. Küçük had later been appointed to Kocaeli, which became the scene for many murders by unknown assailants in this period. In October, journalists told the Minister of Interior Murat Başesgioğlu that the number of the terrorist attacks had increased after Küçük was in the Black Sea region. Minister Başesgioğlu replied: “This is an extremely meaningless comment. At this moment Veli Küçük is a general of the Turkish army. And he carries out anti-terrorist struggle there. Such claims, which we deem mere ascription, will weaken in the anti-terror struggle.” Such appointments were reportedly done in line with a NSC decision, according to which “staff members that are experienced on special operations and worked in the State of Emergency Region would be appointed to the Black Sea region.” In November, İstanbul former Chief of Police, Kemal Yazıcıoğlu was appointed Ordu Governor and İstanbul Chief of Police Responsible for Anti-Terrorism Reşat Altay was appointed Tokat Chief of Police.

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

General Veli Küçük attracted attention during the period he worked in Kocaeli, before he moved to the Black Sea region, but he worked in the State of Emergency Region for many years, and took an active part in the continuing war. He is also said to have been the commander of famous JİTEM officer Ahmet Cem Ersever, and listed among the founders of JİTEM. When we put together the names who worked in the State of Emergency Region during the period he was in the region, we get an interesting picture. Ahmet Cem Ersever, Yeşil, Hayri Kozakçıoğlu, Hanefi Avcı, Hüseyin Kocadağ, Ünal Erkan and Veli Küçük. This is the period when the special warfare started with all aspects, counter-guerilla methods were used, murders by unknown assailants reached thousands and the period named “low-density conflict” by the General Staff Chief Office. He was later assigned to Kocaeli, and his arrival was realized in a short time. Sapanca region became a region of executions, and was named as satanic triangle. After the NSC ordered the “prevention of the economic support to terrorism” and Prime Minister Tansu Çiller disclosed the names of Kurdish businessmen, these businessmen were abducted one by one, and most of them were killed in the Kocaeli region. All of the executions took place in the gendarmerie region. Veli Küçük was then Kocaeli Gendarmerie Commander. The murderers remained unknown; indeed, not a single clue was discovered regarding the murders. Again, during the term of Veli Küçük, workers actions, strikes and resistance actions were oppressed by gendarmes using excessive force. The gendarmes attacked whenever a resistance or strike started. The gendarmerie cooperated with the patrons and kept lists, which were used for detaining many workers. Retrains and leather workers were the first targets in these attacks. The detained workers or who were abducted after having been blindfolded reported that they had been interrogated by JİTEM. Veli Küçük had also good relations with the mafia in the Kocaeli region. These relations were repeatedly revealed and reported. Kocaeli Gang’s chief Hadi Özcan did not reject such a relationship. Besides, drug traffickers from Malatya took shelter in the gendarmerie region in Kocaeli. Küçük had always been in touch with these drug traffickers. Telephone registers revealed that he had spoken to Abdullah Çatlı many times. However, he has not been subjected to any investigation until today. Gendarmerie Commander Teoman Koman, who is known to deny the existence of JİTEM whenever the name of Küçük is mentioned, insistently protected him. Now their names are mentioned among the candidates for MİT Undersecretary or Deputy Undersecretary. As an interesting note, Ali Balkan, who was a customs officer in charge at Habur Border Gate, which is one of the main gates of drug trafficking and arms smuggling, and whose name was mentioned in the murder of Major Cem Ersever, now works in Giresun, that is to say, in the region of Küçük. Ali Balkan is also known with the operation against the Lucky-S that carried narcotics when he was customs director in İstanbul. Now existence of Veli Küçük reveals itself in the Black Sea region with detentions, torture cases, shooting of shepherds and many other incidents. (Emek, 20.09.97)

KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

The village guard system was started in the region as one of the state of emergency practices. The system was started in Mesudiye, Aybastı and Gölköy districts of Ordu. Governor Mustafa Malay disclosed that the people were given guns on request, and the sale of guns had increased.

Tokat Region Associations Platform made a press statement on 26 July, saying that soldiers had raided the districts and villages of Tokat in the last months, and people were disturbed. The statement read as follows: “Village headmen of the villages of Almus, Niksar and Reşadiye districts had been gathered by the state authorities, and they were told that the village guard system would be started, and a few people could die if necessary. They are saying, we can evacuate the villages like we did in Tunceli and Sivas, and you will be punished. People were banned from going to plateaus on the grounds of recent incidents. Shepherds and villagers have been detained when they go the plateaus.” The statement added that the authorities had planned a conflict between Alevite and Sunni sects of Islam: “In the meeting held for village headmen and mayors in Almus, a top-ranking state official openly expressed a discrimination between Alevites and Sunnies, and he declared that ‘the Alevites had supported anarchy and terrorism’.”

In order to investigate the situation in the Black Sea region, a delegation was formed in November with the attendance of Pir Sultan Abdal Culture Association, Peace Party, DBP, EMEP, HADEP, ÖDP, SİP, ÇHD, DİSK, Community Houses, HRA, KESK, Tunceli Culture Association, TTB and TMMOB representatives. The delegation carried out investigations in Tokat, Samsun, Ordu and Giresun. The statement made by the delegation read that the developments in the Black Sea region were worrisome, as people who were mentioned with the Susurluk scandal, such as İbrahim Şahin had gone to the region recently. The statement read that there was pressure on Alevite villages in the region, that the “ultra-nationalist and racist” circles had taken the conflict between Alevite and Sunni sects as an opportunity to get armed, and that recent developments were indicators of a possible disorder in the region that would be similar to the one experienced in the eastern and southeastern Turkey.

The members of delegation went to Ormancık and Dönekse villages of Tokat, and listened to the villagers, who mentioned the ban to go to plateaus and the pressure by special team members. The villagers added that they were forced to be village guards. The delegation was stopped at the exit of Reşadiye district, and they were notified of the “order and instruction” by the district governor, who wanted them not to visit villages.

The members of the delegation held a meeting with representatives of some mass organizations, trade unions and political parties in Ordu. In the meeting that was held closed to journalists, the local people expressed their concern about the ultra-nationalist mafia leader Sedat Peker and his men, who were seen in Uluğbey district. It was also mentioned that there was pressure on the students and they were forced to become informers. Besides, it was said that the Giresun Governor had not allowed seasonal workers coming from Urfa, Mardin and Diyarbakır for hazelnut cultivation to enter the province. Local people also expressed their concern about the appointment of Veli Küçük to the region, after which differences between religious sects were emphasized, MHP supporters were given arms, and Alevite villages were oppressed. It was added the people who were known to be leftists and Alevites were arbitrarily detained and there was an increase in torture cases.

The representatives of the local organizations said the ban on plateaus continued in Mescid and Kızıldere villages of Almus, and curfews were declared in some villages after 6pm. They added that Gölgeli village of Almus was partially evacuated, and Mescid village was evacuated totally; and enforced migration started in Çatak, Eğneağzı and Olukalan villages. They added that villagers of Ormancık village were under continuous pressure and many villagers had been tortured, as this village had voted for HADEP during the elections. They said that there was intensive pressure in Muday, Soğukpınar and Bostankolu villages, in addition to other leftist and Alevite villages. It was reported that people in Arıpınar village, which is neighboring to Kızıldere, were given arms. The representatives of local organizations said that there were attempts to assign people as village guards, and villagers of Kuyucak village of Niksar had agreed to be village guards. They added that a defendant in the Susurluk gang trial, İbrahim Şahin had come to Tokat and met with mayors, he wanted to provide the basis for the special team operations in the region. They added that the MHP supporters were encouraged in order to get arms to be used against the people. The names of the Alevite settlements which were affected by the enforced migration were listed as: Yağmurlu, Dereköy, İncebel, Mescid, İbiski, Niksar/Almus, Reşadiye, Olukalan, Çatak, Eyneağzı.

The delegation publicized a report after the investigation in the region: “Getting people armed and pressure to become village guards are continuing. The inhabitants of the city centers also complain about the pressure. Besides, the pressures on mass organizations and human rights defenders continue. Tokat Governor Ayhan Çevik threats people saying, ‘Next time we will come with tanks and cannons’. Special team members, the appointment of General Veli Küçük and Kemal Yazıcıoğlu to the region frightens people. The plan is to create a chaotic atmosphere, in which the gangs and members of the counter-guerrilla and similar illegal formations would freely operate and carry out illegal activities. The people in the region have considerable doubts about their future. (...) We have observed that a suitable route has been created for drug smuggling, by opening a corridor for the east, and privatization of harbors and the seaside of the Black Sea; that people are to be removed from the region in order to create a special area without any population; and to get a share of marijuana and heroin trafficking.” The report added that 80 percent of the herb plant (marijuana) was produced in the Black Sea region, and drew attention to the possibility of the petroleum pipeline to pass this region. The report concluded that the pressure on the people and anxiety about the developments had accelerated the migration from the villages. 

After Kemal Yazıcıoğlu was assigned as Ordu Governor, pressure on trade union activists intensified in Ordu. The meeting of KESK which was scheduled for 24 November Teachers Day was banned. Besides, security forces reportedly threatened trade unionists saying “there could be murders by unknown assailants in Ordu.” It was reported that civil servants of Alevite or Kurdish origin were threatened and subjected to pressure. Besides, Ordu Governor banned the entrance of seasonal Kurdish workers to the province. After negotiations with the authorities, about 2000 workers were allowed to settle in Ordu garbage area. 

The state of emergency practices in the Black Sea region were criticized in public. In this respect, CHP Deputy Secretary General Sinan Yerlikaya said, “The problems that the state of emergency legislation have caused in the southeast region were not dealt with yet, but they ever increased. We have requested the lifting of the legislation. This government promised to lift the legislation. But now they are planning to declare a state of emergency in the Black Sea region for 30 people. We will not allow such a thing to happen.” Yerlikaya drew attention to the fact that village guards and special team members in the southeast region had been involved in drug trafficking among many other illegal activities, and added, “Now this system is being moved to the Black Sea region, rising doubts on many points. The route of drug trafficking may move to the Black Sea region. The government cannot ignore such a reality.”

After having been replaced by Kemal Yazıcıoğlu as Ordu Governor, former governor Mustafa Malay made a statement in November, saying “the main problem in the Black Sea region was not the existence of the PKK in the region, contrary to the claims in this respect.” Malay said that the situation was exaggerated and this policy was backed by those “who wanted to shift terrorism to the Black Sea region and get the profit of this.” In his interview with the journal Aktüel, Malay said on the assignment of special team members in the Black Sea region: “Special team members are like dynamite. It is very useful if you want to use the dynamite for opening roads. But it is very dangerous if you use it to make bombs. The police organization has been politicized recently. This resulted in the loss of people’s trust in the police.” Malay added, “The state is the responsible body if mafia, terrorism and drug trafficking have become such a big problems today. Dishonest bureaucrats have caused this situation. The state should eliminate these things as its main task.”

The State of Emergency Practices in Hatay

Another province that was subjected to the state of emergency and “special operations” practices was Hatay. Hatay is on the Syria border, and the Syrian government has claims on this area. Besides, it has a multi-ethnical structure and the left-wing political parties have many supporters among the people. Hatay was subject in the NSC meeting in March in terms of security. The intelligence reports submitted in the NSC meeting included the following evaluations: “Syria has been supporting Turkish citizens of Arabian origin to buy land if it has close relations with these people; the children of these people are given scholarships for schools in Damascus; this country supports the PKK organization and the cooperation between the PKK and the DHKP-C in Hatay; Hatay has been under the influence of Syria television continuously; PKK uses the social and economical problems in this province for getting support; using the PKK, Syria supports the alliance between Kurdish people and Arabs in this province; many fractions of big or small leftist organizations are active in the province.” In the meeting, the NSC decided to inform the government about the proposals that should be implemented to avoid the propaganda of Syria, PKK and extreme leftist organizations in Hatay. Some of these measures were listed as follows: “Control of land sales; strengthening TV transmitters in Hatay; providing internal security and reinforcing the police stations in order to avoid the leakage of the PKK in this province and prevent its activities; encouraging commercial, economical and industrial investments in this province.”

The reports published by the newspapers regarding the NSC meeting raised protest by the inhabitants of Hatay. MP for Hatay Nihat Matkap requested that the government should apologize about the discussions on the alleged relations of the inhabitants of Hatay of Arab origin with Syria. Matkap said that such an evaluation was an indicator of the racist attitude towards Hatay. Matkap said, “Up to date, none of the people of Arab origin in Hatay has paid efforts to declare themselves with their sub-identities. However, such a sub-identity is now mentioned by state officials who prepared this report.” Another MP for Hatay Fuat Çay said that Hatay had no problems to be discussed in a NSC meeting. He said, “I don’t know why, now there are attempt to subject Hatay to artificial problems.” Çay said, “It is a shame that Hezbollah has been organized in this city by the state itself.”

In connection with the NSC decision, Antakya Democracy Platform Spokesperson and HRA Antakya Branch Chairperson Mithat Can said, “Hatay is a province where a mosaic of people exists. The ruling forces who cannot digest this shout screams of war. The state regards the people of Hatay as potential criminals. This practice aims at assimilating the Hatay people, who are mostly of Arabian origin.”

As was the case in the Black Sea region, some officials who had been notorious for their practices in the State of Emergency Region were assigned in Hatay. For example, former Lice Gendarmerie Commander Hacı İlbaş was appointed to Hatay in August. Later, reports came from Hatay for the practices such as food embargo and forcing people to be village guards. Besides, declarations signed by the Turkish Revenge Brigade (TİT) were distributed in Hatay. In Mustafa Kemal University, it was reported that the students supporting the Nationalist Action Party (MHP) were encouraged to attack left-wing students.

In April, the military authorities from the Provincial Gendarmerie HA and from military units in İskenderun, Dörtyol, Erzin and Antakya districts reportedly held a meeting with the headmen of mountain villages of Hatay. The military authorities reportedly told them that the state of emergency legislation would be implemented starting from June, and those who live in the villages should agree to be village guards. The headmen of about 10 villages, including Seldiren, Yaylıca, Çanakoluk, Toygarlı, Yeniköy, Teknepınar, Erikli, Kuzeytepe, Dikmece and Höyük, attended the meeting, during which they were instructed to open fire on militants if they happened to come to their villages.

There was an increase in attacks and provocative actions against the Kurdish population in Hatay. For example, a fight arose in İskenderun district of Hatay when MHP supporters attacked Kurdish workers on 26 July. Thirteen people were detained after the fight. HRA İskenderun Branch executive Mehmet Ekin stated that the MHP supporters had attacked the Kurdish workers working at the bus station, saying, “You are Kurds, go to your hometown. You have no place here.” Ekin said that those involved in the fight had been taken to the courthouse, but 2 MHP supporters who took out their guns during the fight, were released after half an hour. Ekin said that the police stopped the workers and HADEP members who supported them after they left the courthouse, and detained 13 people. After this incident, fire was opened on a minibus of the Peace Party (BP) while it was passing in front of Esentepe Nationalist Youth Association at night on 28 July. A staff member of the BP, Yoldaş Bıçak (25) was wounded in the attack. During the same night, a person named Aşkın Tekin (25) was stabbed by MHP supporters in Orhantepe quarter. 

In 1997, special team members were also assigned in Adana, Osmaniye and Mersin, which increased the pressure on the Kurdish population and the anxiety of people in these provinces. 

2.3. THE KURDISH PROBLEM, STATE OF EMERGENCY AND SOME HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS

a) Right to Nourishment

One of the practices in the State of Emergency Region was the restriction of food and some consumer goods. The authorities referred to this practice as “control of food,” and asserted that it was implemented in order to eliminate the logistic support for the PKK. The food embargo, which was a breach of the right to nourishment, was implemented systematically in 1997, in line with the authorities given to the State of Emergency Regional Governor, provincial governors, district governors or the commanders of local gendarmerie units. The implementation was continuous in the city center of Tunceli and some of its districts. 

The food embargo, which was implemented in some villages of Hakkari, was also put forth in the city center in the summer. The embargo started in Merzan, Çalke, Pirudan and Dağgöl quarters in August. The inhabitants had to apply to the governor in order to get permission for providing food. After having been approved by the governor, the petition was sent to the anti-terror branch of the police headquarters, in order to find out if the person requesting food was wanted or not. If he was not wanted, the necessary permission was given. 

In Siirt, the food embargo was applied mostly in the villages of Eruh district. The embargo continued for a long period of time, and a ban was imposed on harvesting crops in July. The following villages were subjected to oppression regarding food supplies and crops harvest: Üzümlük (Pares), Cintepe (Buzîkre), Dalkorur (Kanîka), Çırpıli (Misefra), Gölgelikonak (Hilalûk), Kinyanîs, Demiremek (Direşka Hacî), Yediyaprak (Hergûle), Bağgöze (Eyne) town and its villages Kekliktepe (Xalidîye), Yelkesen (Basixre), Yerliçoban (Qûşe), Bozkuş (Balûka), Yokuşlu (Meylana), Çeltiksuyu (Girehiseynî), Kaşıkyayla (Zovanya), Salkımbağlar (Bedare), Kavaközü (Tanze), Zorava and Kemerli.

The food embargo was also imposed in some provinces that were not included in the area of the state of emergency legislation. For example, the food embargo was imposed in all villages of Çaylar town of Varto, Muş, in summer. Gendarmes raided the villages and registered the inhabitants. They said that the General Staff Chief Office had ordered them to prevent the logistic support provided for the PKK, and the villagers would be given permission for their needs. The soldiers also listed the food stores in houses. Later, the food was controlled at the entrance and outlet of Çağlar. Each family was allowed to buy 5 kg rice, 5 kg wheat, 1 pack of flour, 1 pack of tea, 5 kg sugar and 5 kg oil for 15 day. Following are some of the villages in which the food embargo was imposed: Alabalık (Menger), Armutkaşı (Tanzik), Beşikkaya (Müskan), Çalıdere (Harik), Dağcılar (Canasaran), Doğanca (Sofiyan), Eryurdu (Xaşxaş), Gölyayla (Kuzik), Güzeldere (Zenger), Güzelkent (Tatan), İçmeler (Rekasan), Kartaldere (Civarik), Köprücük (Qasıman), Küçüktepe (Hemuk), Onpınar (Emeran), Özkonak (Karagiviç), Taylıyayla (Şeman), Tuzlu (Şorik), Üçbulak (Skurabiçuk), Yeşildal (Çorsan), Çağlek and Teknedüzü (Badan).

Soldiers from Yollarüstü (Vican) Gendarmerie Station imposed a food embargo in Yuvali (Axatirî), Büklümdere (Zaxyeri), Çayırdere (Heranf) and Kemercam (Torî) villages and Abbaslar hamlet of Tercan, Erzincan, starting from September. Each household was allowed to get 1 pack of flour, 20 kg sugar, half tin of oil and 5 kg fresh vegetables in every 15 days.

Ban on Plateaus

As one of the practices of the state of emergency, the ban on going to the plateaus continued to affect villagers who maintained their living through animal breeding and the nomadic tribes. The local administrators and gendarmerie units decided on imposing the ban on the grounds of “security.” However, the ban was not imposed on village guards in many places. In addition, the traditional right to use plateaus was provided in exchange of money. 

The nomadic tribes were negatively affected by such practices. One of the Kurdish tribes, the Beritan tribe, wrote a letter to President Demirel and asked for his help. The chieftain Ali Yazıcı stated in his letter that the number of the animals of the tribe had decreased extensively because of the ban on going to plateaus and food embargo had been imposed on them. He said that the tribe had been allowed to settle only in Şerefdina Plateau of Bingöl and Şen Plateau of Muş in the spring, but soldiers had oppressed them during operation and they lacked life security although they had been given written permissions. Yazıcı added that year by year soldiers had increased the amount of money taken for the use of the plateaus. He also said that soldiers had opened cannon fire on their tents during the operation in the rural area between Adaklı and Karlıova districts of Bingöl in August. Yazıcı said, “We applied to Karlıova District Governorate for an investigation, at the end of which the soldiers were found guilty. However, the incident was covered up. The soldiers said in their defense that they had thought that there were tents of the PKK in that area. However, in the document of permission, the places we could stay were listed, and we had informed the military authorities about the places where we settled. We do not have any life security.” Yazıcı added that the shepherds of the tribe had continuously been beaten and detained on accusations of “providing food for PKK militants,” and that the soldiers had controlled the shepherds in the morning and evening, and that two shepherds had been arrested and put in Muş Prison. Yazıcı also said that the documents allowing them to stay in plateaus were torn into pieces at Varto Battalion Headquarters, where they were also threatened. 

The practice was also imposed in the provinces that were not officially listed among the areas where the state of emergency legislation was declared. In June, Ağrı Governor Lütfü Yiğenoğlu disclosed that plateaus which had been banned 2 years ago in Ağrı would be open for use of the villagers of Ağrı between 15 June and 15 September. However, local sources stated that the villages which dealt with animal breeding around Sinek, Eledağ, Çemçi and Kani Reşan plateaus had been evacuated, thus the permission would be meaningless.

In Erzurum, the plateaus were banned for the use of the nomadic tribes with a decision taken by the ministry of Interior State of Emergency Coordination Board. Erzurum Governor sent a communication to all village headmen, declaring that the plateaus at Hınıs, Karayazı, Karaçoban, Telinen, Şenkaya and Olur districts would not be rented to nomadic tribes coming from other provinces. 

b) Right to Health 

The state of emergency practices and the conditions of the region increased the health problems and cast an obstacle before the realization of the right to health in 1997 as well. As a result of enforced migration and subsequent poverty, the health problems reached a level that threatened the right to life. The expenses for “security” and “anti-terror struggle” continued to increase, whereas no investments were made for health. 

Dicle University prepared a report titled “The Health Problems in the Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP),” which expressed that one bed in hospital was available per 1000 people in Antep, Diyarbakır, Urfa, Mardin, Adıyaman, Batman, Siirt and Şırnak. According to the report, one doctor was available per 4625 people in the city centers within the GAP, whereas this number was one health center and one doctor for 9786 people in rural areas. The report stated that only 15 percent of the total investments scheduled for the region between 1981 and 2000 was allocated for agricultural, mining, production, tourism, housing, education, health and other public services, whereas the share of health investments was only 2 percent in the 5-year plan covering the years 1993 and 1997. The report read that there should be 576 health centers (22 in Diyarbakır) in the GAP region according to the 5-year plan, but there were only 278 health centers (9 in Diyarbakır). The report said that there were 47 hospitals in 8 provinces in the GAP area, and 37 of them belonged to the state, and the number of beds was 10.4 per 10 thousand people. The report expressed that the problems emerged as Turkey had not health policy and this had also affected the region, that the health services had not been organized under one authority, and that the basic health services had not been implemented properly.

The Turkish Medical Association (TTB) held a meeting in Diyarbakır in November. TTB Central Council member and Regional Medical Chamber Secretary General Necdet İpekyüz stated that 68 percent of the malaria cases were observed in the region after 1990. Dr. İpekyüz said that there was an increase in typhoid, measles, dysentery and tuberculosis cases, and added, “30 percent of the typhoid and malaria cases are observed in Diyarbakır. BCG, mixed and measles vaccination has an average of 60 for Turkey, but this ratio is 30 percent for the region. Communicable diseases can be eliminated with education and simple precautions. However, these diseases cannot be taken under control because of the move of population, unhealthy living conditions and a lack of protective health services. If not eliminated, these problems will not be restricted to the region but become the problem of all Turkey.” Dr. İpekyüz said that the number of the physicians working in the region had changed continuously, and this had negatively affected the health service, which is a “team work.” TTB Central Council Chair Dr. Füsun Sayek expressed that the region had a serious health crisis, which needed immediate intervention. Dr. Sayek said the following on communicable diseases: “The Southeastern region is the source of the oriental boil, which has been observed in western Turkey, in İzmir and Tokat extensively. The migration causes communicable diseases to spread. The Southeast is not a problem in itself, and has become a health problem for the whole country.” Dr. Sayek said that there were 100 thousand malaria cases in the region, and expressed that this was an unbelievable number. She said that the TTB had been seeking solutions, and added, “The Health Crisis Management should be put forth in the Southeast. We will do whatever necessary. We will emphasize the professional training of physicians who work in the region. GAP is an important project, but it has increased the problems. Such a big irrigation project should not affect the public health negatively.”

The atmosphere of violence and the human rights violations in the region also increased psychological problems. TTB Central Council member and Regional Medical Chamber Secretary General Necdet İpekyüz stated that the conditions that paved the way for migration should be eliminated at the first hand for the recovery of psychological problems. Dr. İpekyüz said that the social problems that appear along with the migration were ignored and no scientific study was carried out in this regard, and added, “According to the observations of the physicians, the number of patients who have mental problems or psychosomatic problems are increasing. Everyday, hundreds of people see physicians with complaints such as lumbago, sleeplessness, palpitation or anxiety, which in fact had no physical reasons. These kind of psychosomatic problems have begun to spread in the region, affecting almost every person. The civil servants or security officers have similar complaints, and such problems may even appear years after these people left the region. These psychological problems have begun to appear in the form of a disease in the region. Those who apply to hospitals because of psychosomatic problems are more than the people who come with psychological complaints.” Dr. İpekyüz added that the migration had also caused an increase in the use of violence in families, and these people carried violence to the cities where they migrated. He said, “A father who did not beat his children or wife in the village becomes aggressive because of the depression after migration, and he cannot express himself. These problems are spreading to include the cities.” 

The health system was poor even in big cities such as Diyarbakır. According to the official data, there were 11,805 cases of diarrhea, 9585 cases of malaria, 9000 cases of typhoid, 105 cases of measles, 1179 cases of brucella and 394 cases of jaundice in Diyarbakır in an 8-month period in 1997. 

The authorities denied the responsibility and they preferred to accuse the physicians. As there was no sufficient medial equipment to be used in urgent cases, the medical treatments occasionally resulted in deaths or life-long crippling and physicians were convicted for such cases. The authorities criticized the physicians for being reluctant to work in the region, although it is known that the physicians could not abide by the ethical standards of the medial profession because of the pressure or they were detained, arrested and even tortured when they acted in line with medical ethics. The State of Emergency Regional Governor Aydın Arslan claimed that the lack of compulsory service term had led to the reluctance of the physicians in coming to the region. Arslan said that 1857 physicians were needed in the region, that 24 specialists had been assigned but only one of them had arrived in the region. 

Minister of State Salih Yıldırım said, “I have met members of the TTB Central Executive Board. It is perfect if they make a study and present it; otherwise we will do whatever necessary. We asked them to encourage physicians. Why don’t the physicians come to the region? Who don’t you send them? Why don’t you support the state? They will make their proposal, and we will see. If the government can implement them, it is perfect then. If not possible, then the physicians will go to the region, just like judges or district governors.” 

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

The TTB has not produced anything regarding the health services in the “region.” Anyway, it is not possible to implement the existing policies by taking measures only in respect to the medical profession or health. Unknown assailants in the “region” killed about 30 health personnel. None of the assailants were found, and no effort has been paid to this end. Is Minister Yıldırım unaware of the fact that tens of health personnel, most of whom are members of the SES trade union, have been forced to leave the region although they voluntarily want to work in the region? May I ask, Minister Yıldırım, is it possible for those physicians to perform their profession although they want to stay in the region and have the dream of performing their profession? Even if we assume that you find a physician that can give a true forensic report for a detainee when he is brought at midnight by tens of security officers, will you be able to provide the security of this hero? If you only give a guarantee with respect to the forensic reports, then you will get a number that you never thought to exist. (Ata Soyer, Emek, 24.09.97)

KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

Meanwhile, pressure on the health personnel continued. Physicians were detained, prosecuted and exiled from the region on accusations of “providing the militants with medical treatment,” if they had different opinions on the Kurdish problem other that the official one. 

While the health services were insufficient in the State of Emergency Region and the neighboring provinces, security forces surrounded many health centers or they were used by them. For example, Lice State Hospital was allocated for use of the military, and the health services were provided in the health center.

The health services were also prevented on the basis of “security,” which affected the villagers who did not agree to be village guards. For example, soldiers from Gevaş Gendarmerie Station did not allow the health team of Gevaş Health Center to carry out vaccination in 13 villages, namely Arpet, Gölgelik, Daldere, Deradim, Töreli, Tatlıca, Çığır, Görenek, Evbark, Anaköy, Pullupınar and Kardeşler, on the grounds of “security” on 1 November. The 13 villages were subjected to a food embargo starting from 1993, and their electricity was cut down in 1994, as the villagers had refused to be village guards. The prevention of the vaccination affected about 400 children living in the villages. 

c) Right to Education

Many of the schools and health centers were kept closed or allocated for the use of military units in general and special team members. The governments continued to make promises for the improvement of education in the region in 1997 as well. In the statement he made in November, State of Emergency Regional Governor Aydın Aslan said that 2203 primary and secondary schools in 11 provinces in the region had been closed for various reasons.

After the meeting of the East and Southeast Regions Development Coordination Board on 10 September, Deputy Prime Minister Ecevit said, “The National Education Ministry has assigned 11 thousand teachers especially to close the gap of teachers in the region. Now, the Ministry has begun to accept applications for assignment of 17 thousand teachers. The gap will be closed on the one hand and the boarding schools will be opened on the other.” 

Eğitim-Sen Trade Union Diyarbakır Branch Chairperson Haydar Kılıçoğlu stated that the figures revealed the negative conditions of the education system in the region. Kılıçoğlu said that the war that had been continuing for years had negatively affected all sections of the society, and education had its share in these negative conditions. Kılıçoğlu also expressed that the educational system was reactionary and chauvinist, based on destruction of different cultures and it was far from being productive. He said, “The targets can be reached through education in the mother tongue and a free system based on democracy. Besides, in an atmosphere where peace is lacking, the most desired thing is democracy and peace. The statistical data worries us. As thousands of schools are closed in the region, the number of students in one class is between 70 and 80. 3000 students are educated in schools designed for 100 students. This situation is enough to prove once again that the education is given on an unhealthy basis.”

As was the case for health buildings, many schools were allocated for the use of security forces partially or totally. In Tunceli, where 284 schools were closed for “security” reasons, almost all of these schools were allocated to the soldiers. Among the other schools, Tunceli Vocational High School was allocated for the use of special team members and commando battalion partially. Geyiksuyu Regional Boarding School started to be used as barracks starting from October.

d) Right to Fair Trial

Special prosecutions existing all over Turkey had some other characteristics in the State of Emergency Region. In this region and other areas of clashes, the State Security Courts (SSC) functioned as a mechanism threatening the security of the people who were accused of membership to the PKK and other illegal organizations, those who were accused of aiding these organizations, members of the democratic mass organizations and those who participated in any kind of meeting and demonstration.

A study carried out by Diyarbakır Regional Bar Association revealed that a total of 120,000 people were detained in the Southeast Region for offences under the jurisdiction of the SSCs in 12 years. 60,000 of the detainees were prosecuted at the SSCs. According to the study, out of the people who were detained on charges of committing crimes under the jurisdiction of the SSCs, 58.26 percent were interrogated on charges of “aiding the PKK” (TPC 169), 26.45 percent for membership to an organization, and 13.89 percent for being armed militants or activists. The study reported that 38 case files had been transferred to Diyarbakır SSC Prosecution Office in 1984, and the number of case files was 5523 in 1995. The case files that were transferred to the Diyarbakır SSC Prosecution Office were as follows: “38 in 1984; 105 in 1985; 114 in 1986; 784 in 1987; 814 in 1998; 1518 in 1989; 2010 in 1990; 2813 in 1991; 4105 in 1992; 6314 in 1993; 6606 in 1994; and 5523 in 1995.”

In the State of Emergency Region, many villagers, especially the village headmen and imams, were put on trial at the SSCs on charges of “aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members.” The majority of them were convicted. There was no evidence against these people other than the accusations brought by the security forces. As was the case in previous years, there were public debates for providing an amnesty for such people in 1997, but no step was taken to this end. Salih Yıldırım, the Minister of State responsible for the Southeast and the GAP project under the ANAP-DSP-coalition, disclosed in July that he would consider the former proposal of drafting an amnesty bill to cover 80,00 prisoners including those who were convicted of aiding the PKK. Minister Yıldırım disclosed that the number of people who were prosecuted on charges of aiding an illegal organization was 39,000 only for 1994, and he expressed that many of these people were innocent and their conviction did not comply with the mentality of being a state respectful of the law.
2.4. NORTHERN IRAQ

Because of the obscurity in northern Iraq, the Turkish government continued to launch cross-border operations against PKK camps and positions in this country. Many security officers and PKK militants died in these operations, in addition to the peshmerges of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) who got involved in the clashes along with the Turkish Armed Forces (TSK) and civilians in the region. It was not possible to receive accurate information regarding casualties in this region.

The first operation of 1997 started at Sinath region in Northern Iraq, subsequent to the PKK attack on Siyahkaya Gendarmerie Station on the Turkish-Iraqi border between Uludere and Silopi districts of Şırnak on 30 December 1996. The operation later shifted to the Haftanin region. The official statement claimed that 190 PKK militants, a first lieutenant named Çağlayan Irmak and two enlisted men had died, 10 soldiers and 3 village guards had been wounded. On the other hand, PKK sources disclosed that 7 militants had died in the clashes and the number of wounded militants was 8. The Iraqi government protested the operation, during which a civilian settlement was reportedly bombed. Local sources disclosed that Bazeni village had been bombed at about 2.30pm on 2 January, killing 3 children and 2 villagers. PKK camps and locations in Northern Iraq were bombed by jet fighters on 14 February. 

The TSK carried out preparations on the northern Iraqi border in Hakkari throughout April. Various newspapers reported that a cross-border operation would be carried out under the name “Hammer Operation.” In the last week of April, PKK militants attacked against soldiers and village guards who were standing guard at the 51st border point in Çukurca district of Hakkari, killing 4 enlisted men, and wounding one lieutenant, 6 enlisted men and 2 village guards. Three security officers died when they trod on a mine in Northern Iraq. Military authorities stated that 2 PKK militants had died in the clashes. On 1 May, 3 security officers died when they trod on a mine. PKK militants attacked against the 49th border point in the vicinity of Çukurca, Hakkari, with heavy weapons in the morning of 4 May. Eight soldiers and one village guard were reportedly killed in the attack and 25 soldiers and 2 village guards were wounded. The State of Emergency Regional Governor claimed that 68 PKK militants had been killed in 2 days during the operations in Northern Iraq.

The “Hammer Operation” which was the broadest operation carried out after 1995 started on 12 May. About 50 thousand soldiers entered Northern Iraq through Habur, Çukurca, Hezil Stream, Çalışkan, Ballıkaya, Işıkveren and Üzümlü regions. The operation was reportedly carried out in support of the KDP in the clashes between the KDP and the PKK. 

The Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs protested the operation, stating that the operation had violated the sovereignty and the unity of Iraq, and requesting from the Turkish government to end the operation immediately. The British Ministry of Foreign Affairs also criticized the operation. The US government disclosed that they had been informed about the cross-border operation beforehand, and said that they supported the operation on the condition that the TSK left the region in a short period of time. The French government and the Russian Federation also criticized the cross-border operation. The Voice of Kurdistan Democratic Party Radio reported that the Turkish government had provided the peshmerges of Mesud Barzani with all kind of weapons and logistic support. Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) Radio criticized Mesud Barzani and expressed that the TSK operation had aimed at strengthening the KDP forces in the region. The Arab Union also protested the cross-border operation, saying, “Carrying an operation in the land of a foreign country in order to solve the internal problems may bring grave results for the security of the region”. The Libyan and Egyptian governments also criticized the operation. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, in the press statement he made in Moscow on 18 May, said they “they had understood the reasons of the TSK operation, but wished it to end immediately.” Annan said, “Whatever may be the form, I cannot approve any occupation,” and asked the Turkish government to abide by the UN Convention.

The Secretary General of the General Staff made a statement on 15 May, asserting that 87 PKK militants had been killed in the first days of the operation, and 1 enlisted man had died and 4 others had been wounded.

Two helicopter pilots, first lieutenants Bülent Öztürk and Mehmet Işıkal, died when their helicopter fell in the Deşta Region in the vicinity of Çukurca, Hakkari, on 18 May, and the number of the security officers who died during the operation reached 13. In the first statement made by the General Staff, it was disclosed that the Cobra helicopter had fallen down because of technical problems, whereas local sources alleged that a bullet hit the back side of the helicopter, causing it to fall down. Another helicopter, Cougar AS 532, fell down in Northern Iraq, in the Zap region in the south of the Çukurca, Hakkari, on 4 June. In the first statement made by the General Staff, it was said, “the helicopter fell down due to a technical breakdown.” However, a second statement read, “the helicopter fell down due to a yet unknown reason.” Lieutenant Colonel Mesut Kuru, majors Recep Güngör and Hüseyin Güvercin, captain Nazmi Elmas, first lieutenants Sedat Pelit, Taner Akalp, Konuralp Özcan and Selim Keskinkılıç, non-commissioned officers Gürbüz Bağcı and İsa Yavaş, and enlisted man Şakir Baştuğ, who were all in the helicopter, died. Major General Erol Özkasnak, the Secretary General of the General Staff Chief Office, held a press conference on 6 June, and stated that the two helicopters had been taken down with Russian-made missiles (SA-7B type). Regarding how the PKK had these missiles, General Özkasnak said, “Intelligence sources have confirmed that primarily Syria, then Iran, Greece, Serbia, Southern Cyprus Greek administrations and Armenia had taken part in supplying these missiles and training militants for using them.” 

Meanwhile, it was report that peshmerges from the KDP raided the hospital of Heyvasor, known as the Kurdish Red Crescent, in Erbil and killed 58 people, including women and patients. Later, it was claimed that 28 people had been detained in Erbil and they had been executed by shooting by KDP forces. However, no healthy information was received on these incidents. Bekir Doğan, a reporter with the Kurdish TV channel MED TV, went missing after having been detained. The PKK made a statement on 18 May, asserting that 200 peshmerges had been killed in the last two days. On the other hand, the KDP forces closed down the PKK offices in Erbil on 18 May. Three PKK militants were reportedly killed in clashes on streets and 9 others were executed by shooting by KDP peshmerges.

It was reported that the TSK did not give information to the government about the operation, on the grounds that “PKK could be informed about it.” This revealed the “problem of trust” between the General Staff and the RP-DYP coalition, and let to debates in Parliament in its session on 20 May. When ANAP leader Mesut Yılmaz expressed that the army did not inform the government even about the cross-border operations, Minister of State Abdullah Gül denied the statement by retired Ambassador Şükrü Elekdağ, who had publicized the claims based on the statement by a “full general”. Yılmaz drew attention to the fact that the soldiers did not request correction of the news, and added that the General Staff had said, “We don’t cooperate with the enemies of Atatürk” in response to PM Erbakan’s words asserting that they had been in full agreement with the commanders. Upon this the MPs from the RP threw their mobile phones to the pulpit, and a fight arose between the RP and ANAP MPs.

On 20 May, the General Staff disclosed that 1,088 PKK militants had died since the beginning of the operation, 136 militants had been wounded, and 15 militants had surrendered. The statement disclosed that the casualties of the security forces were 16, 2 of whom were officers, 11 enlisted men and 3 temporary village guards. Another statement, made on 21 May, listed the numbers of the PKK militants killed during the operation as 1,146. On the same day, the PKK asserted that the death-toll of the PKK was 23 militants. 

On 21 May, UN Secretary General requested Turkey to withdraw from Northern Iraq. Kofi Annan stated, “I have openly declared that the UN would not ignore Turkey’s entrance to Northern Iraq.” Annan added, “I hope that other governments exerted pressure on the Turkish government for withdrawing its troops.” Iraq requested from the UN to intervene for an end of the operation.

On 23 May, a PKK militant carried out a suicide attack against the military headquarters of the KDP peshmerges in Erbil. In the explosion of the bombs and TNT that the militant had wrapped around his body, 18 peshmerges and the militant died.

On 28 May, the General Staff gave the number of PKK militants who died during the operation as 1,817, and the security officers as 16. On the same day, PKK militants carried out an attack against a border station of the KDP peshmerges at Hacumran town on the Iranian border, killing 10 peshmerges. Besides, PKK sources disclosed that two high-ranking leaders of the KDP Erbil organization, who were held responsible for the murder of 58 people and the execution of 4 women after having been raped in Erbil, were killed in an attack by PKK militants. 

It was disclosed that the operation was shifted to cover the region of Jalal Talabani, Zeli and Bote camps of the PKK, which had only been bombed by jet fighters previously. At the end of May, Iranian Minister of Foreign Affairs Ali Ekber Velayeti also protested the cross-border operation in Northern Iraq. The new-elected President of Iran, Hatemi also referred to the cross-border operation, which was disclosed as “temporary” by Turkey, as a contempt against the sovereignty of another country.

On 6 June, General Erol Özkasnak stated that 95 security officers had died during the operation in Northern Iraq (including officers and non-commissioned officers and 1 enlisted men in the 2 helicopters), 13 of whom were military officers, 3 non-commissioned officers, 58 enlisted men and 21 village guards. He added that 244 security officers had been wounded.

The soldiers in the cross-border operation were withdrawn starting from mid-June. On 26 June, Gendarmerie Public Order Commander Colonel Süleyman Canpolat disclosed that the “Hammer Operation” was concluded, except for a small number of forces in Northern Iraq. Colonel Canpolat stated that 2,811 PKK militants had been killed with the assistance of the KDP forces, and he listed the casualties of the Turkish army as 113, and of the KDP as 49. He added that 325 personnel of the Armed Forces and 90 KDP members had been wounded during the operation. 

The operation was also protested in Turkey. About 200 students who gathered at the Cerrahpaşa Medical Faculty of İstanbul University at about 12am on 20 May, chanted slogans against the military operation and distributed leaflets. 

On 31 May, representatives of democratic mass organizations and NGOs sent telegrams to the Chair of the Parliament from Ankara Kızılay Post Office. On 7 June, a demonstration was held at the park outside the Parliament and US Embassy in protest against the US polices regarding the Middle East. Two different trials were opened in connection with the act of sending telegraphs and the demonstration (see the chapter on “Freedom of Assembly and Demonstration”).

The clashes between KDP and PKK and PUK continued after the Turkish troops left Northern Iraq. The tension increased when the KDP forces, who cooperated with the Turkish army against the PKK, opened cannon fire on the area controlled by PUK. Subsequently, clashes started on 15 July. PKK and PUK carried out an attack against KDP base in Kasr region on the Iranian-Iraqi border, killing 2 people and wounding 14 others. Upon this, KDP disclosed that the ceasefire that had been declared between the rival Kurdish groups in Northern Iraq in October 1996 had ended. PUK leaders accused Barzani of KDP of staging plots in order to get the Turkish soldiers back in the region again.

Upon these developments, the US Foreign Ministry invited the Kurdish groups to abide by the cease-fire. Tension continued between KDP and PUK, but the clashes ceased for a while. On the other hand, clashes between the PKK and KDP continued. Upon the intervention by the US, British and Turkish governments, a cease-fire was proclaimed again between KDP and PUK in the beginning of August, however it was violated in a couple of days. In the statements made in connection with the clashes that continued in August and September, many deaths were reported, including the deaths of civilian people.

Starting from July, the PKK killed some of the religious preachers (imam) who had an attitude against the PKK in Northern Iraq. PKK militants, who formerly killed 3 imams, one of whom was Molla Arif Zebari, killed Molla Yasin Halit, who had allegedly preached against the PKK, in Gervan village of Rewanduz on 24 July. 

The Turkish army entered Northern Iraq once again on 22 September. The operation, which reportedly started on the call by KDP forces, continued in an area of 15 km in width and 100 km in length on Turkish-Iraqi border with the participation of 30,000 soldiers. Making a statement on 12 October, Gendarmerie Public Order Commander General Çetin Doğan claimed that 797 PKK militants had been killed and 837 militants had been wounded during the “Dawn Operation.” General Doğan said that the security officers had 11 casualties, whereas 50 security officers had been wounded. Another statement on 14 October read that the troops were withdrawn and the death toll of the PKK had reached 837. On the other hand, the PKK declared that 289 clashes had taken place between the PKK and the TSK and KDP forces in October. The PKK claimed that 8 officers, 246 enlisted men, 15 police officers, 95 village guards and 412 KDP peshmerges had died in these clashes. According the PKK, 152 militants had died in these clashes. 

The clashes between the PUK and KDP continued after the cross-border operation ended. These groups declared cease-fire on 17 October. However, the clashes between the PKK and PUK against the KDP continued for a while, but not on a large scale until 8 November, when the KDP peshmerges started an attack against the PKK and PUK. The Turkish Armed Forces reportedly started a cross-border operation in order to secure that the PKK did not benefit from these clashes. 

Meanwhile, international journals also gave place to the claims that the Turkish Armed Forces had used napalm bomb in Northern Iraq. In November, the Economist gave place to the warning by the PUK, which stated that the civilian people had to take shelter in the region under the control of the Iraqi government as the Turkish government had launched napalm bombs. The Economist asserted that the KDP and the PUK had started negotiations with the Iraqi government for a peace and an autonomous government, that Baghdad had a positive approach during the meeting, but declared that the autonomous government was not possible for the time being. 

According to a statement by the PKK, 226 clashes had taken place between the PKK and the TSK and KDP forces in November; and 8 officers, 189 soldiers, 6 police officers, 52 village guards and 206 peshmerges had died in these clashes. The statement gave the death toll of the PKK as 112 militants.

On 5 December, TSK started an operation in Northern Iraq with the participation of 20 thousand soldiers in coordination with the KDP forces. This operation was concluded in the third week of December. 

� The Motherland (ANAP) Deputy Chairperson and Şırnak MP Salih Yıldırım prepared a draft bill in February for an amnesty for those “who are not members of an armed organization and who have aided members of an illegal organization without their will and with force and oppression.” Yıldırım argued that an estimated number of 10,000 people would benefit from the amnesty if the bill was adopted. 


� A teacher said, “The handicap of the education system is that the right to education in the mother tongue is not allowed. I have to talk Turkish with the children, I do not know Kurdish. Neither they understand me nor I understand them.” He emphasized the importance of education in the mother tongue, and said, “I will almost be depressed. This situation is of immeasurable importance especially for the first and second grades. The child is introduced to a new language and a new world that turns his world upside down.”


� Under the presidency of retired General Suat İlhan, the Atatürk Language and History High Council had requested the implementation of a “cultural policy” based on religion in the “East”: “The ideas of cooperation and unity brought by Islam can be activated. Even though we accept some of our citizens as Turks, they are not accepting that they are one of us. Then, we can act upon the idea of Islam. This has no part of being against laicism…” The religious propaganda had started in the first months of 1986 in all the provinces of the region at the same time. Thousands of leaflets that read “the Turkish nation has been the Islamic leader against cursing for a thousand year” had been thrown to the villages and farms from the airplanes and helicopters that had taken off the military units in Hakkari, Siirt, Mardin, Van, Diyarbakır, Tunceli, Bitlis and other provinces. The police, soldiers and village headmen hanged leaflets in all the provinces of the region. In the same period, the Ministry of National Education decided to send a series of 60 religious books to village schools in the region.


� Ziya Halis disclosed that he had applied to Ankara Governorate for protection after his term as a minister had ended, and he had been given guards. When Mehmet Ağar was Minister of Interior, the guards were withdrawn. Mr. Halis was notified about this decision with a letter dated 6 August 1996, which was signed by Security General Director Alaaddin Yüksel, Ankara Governorate Undersecretary Erol Çakır and Minister of Interior Mehmet Ağar. Halis said that he had called Minister Ağar upon this development: “Ağar told me that there was a mistake. He said, ‘Did we withdraw your guards, we will immediately correct this.’ However, nothing happened since then.”


� The report by the Parliamentary Human Rights Commission was not publicized. It was claimed that the military circles intervened in order to prevent the publication of the report.


� Basing on the story of the official Anatolian News Agency, the newspapers reported this incident as follows: “A group of separatists terrorists who wanted to raid Karşılar village of Tunceli, opened fire with rocket launcher and run away when they realized the ambush of the security officers. The rocket shell hit a house, killing Esma Demirci, and wounding Ali Rıza Boztaş, Nursel Boztaş and Hatay Boztaş. The wounded persons were taken to Elazığ State Hospital.” (01.08.97)





