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3. THE RIGHT TO LIFE

No death penalty was executed in Turkey in 1997. The preliminary draft prepared by the Ministry of Justice for enacting a new Penal Code proposed the abolition of the death penalty, but no steps were taken to this end. Many people, including some children, were prosecuted with the demand of the death penalty, in particular at the State Security Courts (SSCs). (Please see the section “Death Penalty.”)

In May, the Council of Ministers ratified the “Convention on the Prohibition of the Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and Their Destruction,” which Turkey had signed in 1993. The Convention, which was opened for signature in Paris in 1993, prescribes the destruction of chemical weapons all over the world until 2007.

The violations of the right to life continued to be systematic: The perpetrators of “extra-judicial execution” cases or deaths in detention or prisons were not prosecuted or convicted, nor were they suspended from duty; no serious efforts were made to find out the people responsible for the “murders by unknown assailants.” Even talking about the policies of violence regarding the Kurdish problem was dangerous, as in previous years. Armed clashes and attacks against civilians by armed opposition groups continued.

Table 1. The Violations of the Right to Life in Turkey, 1990-97 (
)

	
	Extra-judicial Execution
	Political murders by unknown assailants
	Disappeared
	Deaths in detention or in prison
	Deaths by mine and bomb explosions
	Armed clashes
	Attacks on civilians

	1990
	…
	11
	2
	12
	…
	…
	…

	1991
	98
	31
	3
	21
	…
	…
	…

	1992
	192
	362
	8
	18
	38
	1.719
	189

	1993
	186
	467
	30
	40
	123
	1.854
	406

	1994
	129
	423
	57
	53
	131
	2.814
	192

	1995
	96
	166
	49
	37
	45
	1.787
	112

	1996
	129
	113
	19
	72
	40
	1.471
	41

	1997
	98
	65
	10
	52
	63
	2.386
	81


At least 65 people were killed “by unknown assailants” in 1997, although the authorities asserted that this kind of murders had come to an end. The Susurluk scandal revealed that many of the people who had been prosecuted and even convicted for cases of “murders by unknown assailants” had gladio-type relations with the state officials, and they were protected at top levels of the state administration. Relatives of the victims of “murders by unknown assailants” started some initiatives in protest of the perfunctory investigations, stating that the perpetrators had not been punished despite the fact that there was enough evidence to enlighten these murders and even the gunmen in some cases were known. In March, the relatives of the victims of these murders held a meeting. Sezen Öz, the wife of Prosecutor Doğan Öz, who had been killed in 1978, disclosed in the meeting that the people who had been involved in these murders had been revealed incidentally, because of the conflicts within the state or thanks to certain efforts, and the phrase “murders by unknown assailants” had become senseless for most of the cases. She said, “Nevertheless, the investigations had not been augmented to include these perpetrators, who remained unpunished.” Relatives of Necdet Bulut, Yasemin Cebenoyan, Abdi İpekçi, Ümit Kaftancıoğlu, Onat Kutlar, Doğan Öz, Sevinç Özgüner and Cavit Orhan Tütengil, who had been killed by unknown assailants, attended the meeting. The common statement made by the families drew attention to the fact that “some people, who recently had claimed that they had acted on behalf of the state, had given clues of the crimes they had committed, but were proud of their deeds.” The families added that “they had been horrified to have seen that these people had not been put under investigation nor they had been reproached,” and they requested a satisfactory explanation from the state officials regarding the “murders by unknown assailants.” Lawyer Turgut Kazan disclosed in the meeting, “Turkey has been under the shadow and obscenity of the gang, which the car crash in Susurluk revealed, for the last 20 years.”

One of the cases worth mentioning with respect to the legal proceedings on “murders by unknown assailants” was the trial launched in connection with the bombing that killed journalist-writer Onat Kutlar and archeologist Yasemin Cebenoyan in 1994. The radical Islamic İBDA-C organization had claimed responsibility for the bombing, but alleged members of the PKK had been put on trial and some of them were “repentants.” The relatives of Kutlar and Cebenoyan made statements, denoting that they did not believe that the defendants were the real assailants. Kutlar’s wife Filiz Kutlar said, “I do not believe that the repentants are the real assailants. I have doubts about the person who had first confessed and then demanded to benefit from the Repentance Law. If the police had carried out a proper investigation at the time, they would have found the evidence.” 

“Extra-judicial executions” continued in 1997. The authorities defended the murders committed by security officers, and the perpetrators remained immune from prosecution. Besides, with an amendment made in 1996 in line with the demand by the National Security Council (NSC), the law enabled the security officers to open fire on targets during political incidents. In 1997, at least 98 people were killed in extra-judicial executions. It was impossible to determine the number of people who had been apprehended alive in clashes and then killed. (Many cases could not be recorded by the HRFT as there were no means to investigate and verify them.”)

Armed attacks and clashes, which continued on the basis of the Kurdish problem particularly, were among the main sources of attempts to legitimize other violations of the right to life in Turkey and for the increase in the trend of militarism among society. Many civilians living in the regions where the clashes continued were forced to migrate by the security officers, they were tortured in detention, or killed in fire opened at random. In the atmosphere of clashes, the immunity of the human life was completely out of sight. Villagers who were killed in clashes appeared as “terrorists who had been captured dead in the clashes” on TV and the mainstream newspapers. The village guards in the State of Emergency Region and in the neighboring provinces continued to be a serious and pandemic assault against the right to life. Armed opposition groups, first and foremost the PKK, carried out armed attacks against civilian people or their supporters on grounds such as “cooperating with the state” or betraying the organization.” Clashes between the PKK and the security officers negatively affected the civilian population. PKK militants occasionally targeted families of village guards. In 1997, there was a decrease in armed clashes and attacks by the PKK. According to the information compiled by the HRFT, at least 2,386 people died in the armed clashes; and at least 107 people lost their lives in the attacks by armed opposition groups against unarmed people. 

According to official statements, 16 police officers, 269 soldiers, 158 village guards and 183 civilian people died during armed clashes in 1997, whereas 1,448 people were injured. It was also asserted that 2,330 militants of the PKK or other organizations died (“were captured dead,” according to the authorities and the mainstream media). The authorities disclosed that “11,117 people had been apprehended as ‘terrorists’,” whereas some others listed higher or lower figures. Following are the figures given by the authorities regarding the people who lost their lives in clashes: 102 in 1984, 276 in 1985, 202 in 1986, 426 in 1987, 320 in 1988, 575 in 1989, 867 in 1990, 1,019 in 1991, 2,985 in 1992, 4,296 in 1993, 6,295 in 1994, 4,165 in 1995, 3,895 in 1996, and 2,956 in 1997. However, the authorities did not give details of most of these figures and how these people had lost their lives. Censorship and misinformation have become common precepts after 1992 in presenting information on civilian and armed people killed in clashes.

Accidental killings or suicides were also widespread among the security officers, mainly because of the working conditions, the unlimited authority to use guns, or being oriented to violate human rights during their duty. In 1997, at least 11 police officers committed suicide; at least 4 soldiers were alleged to have committed suicide. Researcher-writer Faruk Güçlü reported that the number of the police officers who had committed suicide had increased at least by 500 percent after the 12 September 1980 military coup, but only 142 of the cases had been documented. He said that the suicides among the police officers had been almost none before 1980, and added, “I assume this year as the starting point in the suicides. Our police officers started to suffer from psychological problems in this era.” Güçlü stated that there had been 80,000 attempts to commit suicide in general in the last 17 years, and 25.000 of them had resulted in deaths. Güçlü said the following regarding the survey he had conducted: “The police gets in touch with all segments of society, and gets a share from all of the problems. This is one of the professions open to stress and depression. However, it was found out that only 1,000 police officers or retired police officers had attempted to commit suicide in 17 years, and 142 of these attempts had resulted in deaths. This demonstrates the fact that the suicides have not been registered. Once, attempts to commit suicide were so widespread among police officers that Security General Director Saffet Arıkan Bedük, during the Özal government, issued a circular, requesting from the police chiefs to act more tenderly towards their inferiors.” Güçlü emphasized that the suicides committed by police officers had not been registered at the prosecution offices, and said, “It is very difficult to investigate the cases on this issue. For example, a police officer had committed suicide in 1986, leaving a note behind, in which he said, ‘I’m tired of torture.’ His sister had lodged an official complaint against his chiefs, but the case file of her brother could not be found.”

The culture of violence developed in Turkey continued to constitute a threat against human life. Incidents in which racist and chauvinist feelings were reflected through violence and which fed enmity and hatred between the Turkish and Kurdish people were also observed in celebrations held for sending youths off to the military service. People died or got wounded because of the fire opened at random during these ceremonies. For example, Kadir Başokur (47) was shot dead because of shots fired into the air by a group of people while sending their friends off to the military service in Çay quarter of Çarşamba, Samsun, in the night of 19 May. In Kadıköy, İstanbul, Recai Yıldız (20), one of the youths being sent off to the military service by their friends, was shot and seriously wounded in the fire opened at random in the night of 22 May.

Negligence in maintaining the work security in factories and workplaces belonging both to the public and the private sectors, especially in the industries privatized by the state, led to accidents that resulted in deaths. Deaths in “work accidents” became a normal feature of daily life. Meanwhile, firemen Celil Dağ and İbrahim Koray, who were among the squad sent without taking the necessary precautions for extinguishing the fire that arose in a tanker, “İstanbul,” belonging to the Turkish Petroleum Consortium, in Gemsan Dockyard in Tuzla, İstanbul, on 13 February, and who were wounded in the explosion of the tanker, died in Gülhane Military Academy Hospital on 22 February. Tüm Bel-Sen Trade Union Secretary General Hüseyin Tosu named the deaths of the firemen as “murders.” Hüseyin Tosu stated that the negligence in the incident was evident from the very beginning, and that İstanbul Metropolitan Mayor Recep Tayyip Erdoğan had made statements in attempt to cover up the crime. He added that the deaths of firemen Celil Dağ and İbrahim Koray had demonstrated the human value in Turkey.

On 4 June, an explosion took place in a tanker, “Göle,” which was anchored near Tuzla for repair works. The workers named Mehmet Kurban (51), Orhan Çağdaş (23), Saffet Yılmaz (33) and Mustafa Düzağaç (33) died in the explosion, whereas one worker was seriously wounded. The explosion reportedly took place because of the welding treatment without taking the necessary precautions and without cleaning the tanker, which carried petroleum. 

On 14 July, a leak happened during the petroleum gas installation to the Vakıf Gureba Hospital on Vatan Street in İstanbul. Municipality worker İlyas Geyik (26), who was in the gallery 4-meter below the ground, and his friend Yusuf Can (38), who got in the gallery to rescue his friend, lost their lives. Five of the workers were poisoned because of the gas leak. As there was the possibility of an explosion, the street was closed to the traffic. At the end of the investigation launched into the deaths of the two workers, Fatih Public Prosecutor put İGDAŞ İstanbul Regional Director and Vatan Service Chief İsmail Evliyaoğlu, Deputy Regional Director Türker Erdağ, Regional Maintenance and Repair Chief Hikmet Özdoğan, Technical Security Chief Hasan Er and Regional Directorate Engineer Özcan Muti on trial with the demand of sentences up to 10 years in prison for “causing deaths because of negligence and carelessness.”

Negligence of public institutions continued to cost lives. For example, children named Selim Biçici (16) and Erdem Atlıbaş (14) drowned on 18 June when they wanted to swim in the hole opened by the municipality in Ümraniye, İstanbul, and filled with rainwater, although it should have been covered later on. 

3.1. THE DEATH PENALTY

The death penalty was not abolished in 1997. 865 trials were opened and 2,304 men and 219 women were put on trial at State Security Courts (SSC) under Article 125 of the Turkish Penal Code (TPC), which is entitled “high treason and crimes against the sovereignty of the State.” 83 trials were opened and 440 men and 47 women were put on trial under Article 146 of the TPC, defining the crime of “changing the constitutional order by force.” And 440 trials were opened and 806 men and 46 women were put on trial under Article 450, which is on “fulfilled attempt of murder.” The Court of Cassation overturned the death sentences given to 5 people; and sent 2 case files back to the relevant courts for retrial, concluding that the sentences issued by the courts were insufficient and the defendants should be given the death penalty. In 1997, 29 people lived with the risk of execution of death sentence given to them (These case files pending at the Judicial Commission of Parliament were not referred to the General Assembly for approval until the end of 1997.).

Articles 125, 126, 127, 129, 131, and 133 of the Turkish Penal Code on “crimes against the personality of the State”; Articles 146, 147, 149, and 156 of the TPC on “crimes against the security forces of the State” and Article 450 of the TPC on “fulfilled attempt of murder”; Articles 54, 55, 56, 59, 60, 62, 63, 64, 69, 70, 75, 79, 80, 89, 91, 94, 97, 101, 102, 126, 127, 136, 159, and 160 of the Military Penal Code and Additional Articles 4 and 5 of the Military Penal Code; Article 30 of the Law on Prevention of Smuggling and Article 110 of Law on Forestry stipulate that those who commit the crimes specified in these articles should be given the death sentence. 

The last execution of a death penalty in Turkey was on 25 October 1984. According to the data provided by the General Directorate of Judicial Registers and Statistics, death sentences given to 613 people had become legally binding and 385 of them were executed between 1936 and 1996. Of those executed, 310 people had been given the death penalty on charges of premeditated murder, 35 on charges of killing one or more persons, 31 for political charges, 2 on charges of murder for extorting money, 2 for murder through rape, 2 for inciting to murder, and 3 for murder by poisoning, due to theft or by way of arson. 37 of 161 death penalties issued following the military coup of 12 September 1980 were executed until 1984. 50 people were executed between 12 September 1980 and 25 October 1984. The “Anti-Terror Law,” which entered into force on 12 April 1991, abolished the death sentences passed until its enforcement and the death penalties, which might be issued in connection with crimes committed until that time. The Preliminary Draft of the Turkish Penal Code, which was made public at the end of 1997, envisaged the abolition of the death penalty, but no progress was made on the draft law.

In Turkey, death penalties are executed in two methods:

1- Execution by hanging

2- Execution by shooting

Execution by hanging is specified in the Law on Execution of Sentences numbered 647 and the Regulations of Execution. Article 2 of the law in question reads: “The death penalty is to put an end to the life of a person who has been given the sentence, by hanging. The death penalty is not executed on special days of the religion and sects to which the convict belongs. Pregnant women are not hanged until they give birth and those who are judged mentally ill are not hanged if they do not recover. The death penalty is executed after the verdict is upheld by the Court of Cassation, approved by the Parliament, and in the presence of a person from the court board, a public prosecutor, a physician, a minutes clerk and one of the execution officers of prison, after the verdict is read out in front of the convict. The provisions on the execution of death penalties issued on military personnel in connection with military crimes are preserved.”

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

In it meeting held in Geneva on 3 April, the UN Human Rights Commission invited western countries, which still retained the death penalty, to give up this practice. A draft resolution prepared under the leadership of Italy was adopted with 27 votes against 14 abstentions and 11 opposing votes. Amnesty International (AI) reported that 7,017 people were given the death sentence and 4,272 of them were executed worldwide in 1996. Executions were carried out in 39 countries. Amnesty International reported that there was an increase of 30 percent in death penalties in 1996 compared to 1995. AI also reported that in counties which retained the death penalty, “trials were not conducted with due care and sentences were usually issued depending on the testimonies of the defendants taken under pressures.” AI also demanded that death penalties should not be executed until the abolition of death penalty. According to figures provided by AI, 169 people were executed in Ukraine, 140 in Russia, and 100 in Iran in 1996. The executions in these 3 countries, as well as in China, accounted for 92 percent of all executions in the world. In the USA, there are 3,150 prisoners on death row. 45 people were executed on electric chair in the USA last year. 

KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

In the Turkish legal system, the death penalty decision, after approved by the Court of Cassation, is sent to the Parliament and taken up by the Parliamentary Judicial Commission. If the Commission adopts the death penalty decision it is submitted to the General Assembly in the form of a bill for approval. If the Great National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) ratifies the decision, it is sent to the President for approval. If the President approves it, the convict is executed by hanging. The President has the right to return the law to the Parliament.

KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR KUTU BAŞLAR

Human rights defenders who rallied for the abolition of the death penalty in Turkey organized campaigns and held demonstrations in order to prevent the execution of death penalties in other countries and particularly in Iran and to ensure the abolition of the death sentence. HRA İstanbul Branch delivered a press release in front of the Iranian Consulate on 26 August and condemned the executed death penalties in Iran. HRA İstanbul Branch Chairman Ercan Kanar stated that many counties abolished the death penalty in line with international conventions relying on human rights, and demanded that the USA, China and Iran should also abolish the death penalty. Kanar condemned the killing of Ali Rıza Koşru Kuran Kordiyeh and Ahmet Taghi Abadi by whipping before the people in Iran in mid-August: “Whatever their crimes, everybody got gooseflesh in the face of this incident.” Kanar stressed that there were human rights violation in many parts of life, and that the right to life was an indispensable right of the individual. Kanar said: “The death sentence is a primitive penalty, even it is not regarded as a penalty in democratic law.” He stated that the death penalty aimed at destroying people, not re-socializing them: “We invite the Iranian authorities who retain the death penalty primitively though more than 40 countries have abolished it, to put an end to human rights violations.”

KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

a) Prisoners on Death Row

In 1997, case files of death penalties issued to 29 people were pending review at the Judicial Commission of Parliament in Turkey. Ten of the 29 prisoners on death row had been convicted by the State Security Courts (SSC) on charges of “committing crimes against the personality of the State.” The crimes in questions are the crimes of “armed activities in order to change the constitutional order” (TPC 146) and those of “armed activities aiming at separatism” (TPC 125). Although there was no sufficient information on the prosecution of 19 people who were convicted for non-political crimes, it was determined that 10 prisoners convicted of political charges were not prosecuted under fair conditions; and death penalties issued depending on their testimonies taken under torture and the accusations brought by the security forces. 

Name and Surname
Arrival in Parliament

Charges

	01) Seyfettin UZUNDİZ
	05.04.1996
	Money extortion, murder (TPC 495)

	02) Bekir GEDİK 
	05.04.1996
	Intentional murder (TPC 450)

	03) Nizamettin ÖZOĞLU 
	05.04.1996
	Activities for separating some parts of the State territory from its sovereignty. (TPC 125)

	04) Yakup KARACA 
	05.04.1996
	Obliterate the traces and evidence of extorting money, killing to save himself from punishment, and illegal entry to private property (TPC 450/9. 497/1 and 193/2)

	05) Mehmet Sait DAYAN 
	05.04.1996
	Activities for separating some parts of the State territory from its sovereignty. (TPC 125)

	06) Halil YILDIRIM 
	09.04.1996
	Killing two persons premeditatedly, intentional murder, killing his own sibling.

	07) Taner KELEŞOĞLU 
	03.07.1996
	Killing three persons premeditatedly to conceal the violation of trust.

	08) Sinan İYİT 
	28.08.1996
	Activities for separating some parts of the State territory from its sovereignty. (TPC 125)

	09) Ali Osman KÖSE
	28.08.1996
	Attempt to abolish or change the Turkish Constitution by force. (TPC. 146/1)

	10) Rabbena HANEDAR
	28.08.1996
	Attempt to abolish or change the Turkish Constitution by force. (TPC. 146/1)

	11) Hasan ŞAHİNGÖZ
	28.08.1996
	Attempt to abolish or change the Turkish Constitution by force. (TPC. 146/1)

	12) Ali NAZİK
	28.08.1996
	Attempt to abolish or change the Turkish Constitution by force. (TPC. 146/1) 

	13) Murat KATRAĞ 
	28.08.1996
	Murder, attempt to murder, money extortion and theft. (TPC 450/7, 497/1,2) 

	14) İsmail ÖZDEMİR 
	08.11.1996
	Murder, attempt to murder, robbery (TPC 495/1, 497/1, 450/9, 448)

	15) Coşkun ÖZTÜRK 
	08.11.1996
	Killing three persons premeditatedly and under torture and concealing evidence. (TPC 450/7, 450/9) 

	16) Hasip Mehmet ATAY
	12.121996
	Rape and murder

	17) Mehmet ARI
	03.02.1997
	Killing more than one person under primitive motives (TPC 450/7-9)

	18) Ekrem GÖKÇE 
	03.02.1997
	Killing more than one person under primitive motives (TPC 450/7-9)

	19) Kadir ŞAHİN 
	17.02.1997
	Collective money extortion by a gun, murder in a collective manner, and participation in murder individually. (TPC 479/2, 522/1, 450/9)

	20) Mürsel GİRGİN 
	17.02.1997
	Collective money extortion by a gun, murder in a collective manner, and participation in murder individually. (TPC 479/2, 522/1, 450/9) 

	21) Selami ÖZCAN 
	16.05.1997 
	(TPC 146/1)

	22) Aziz VARKAN 
	05.06.1997
	Killing more than one person in revenge (TPC 450/4-10)

	23) Nadir ŞENOL 
	05.06.1997
	Killing more than one person in revenge (TPC 450/4-10) 

	24) Halil GÜNEŞ 
	19.06.1997
	Killing a civil servant on duty. (TPC 450/11) 

	25) Erol ÖZPOLAT
	19.06.1997
	(TPC 146/1)

	26) Celal ATALAY 
	01.10.1997
	Murder and robbery (TPC 498, 522, 495/1, 450/9)

	27) Birsen GÜNGÖREN
	01.10.1997
	Murder and robbery (TPC 498, 522, 495/1, 450/9)

	28) Yaşar AKAN 
	10.11.1997
	Murder to conceal another crime. (TPC 450/9)

	29) Cüneyt ERENGÜL 
	10.11.1997
	Murder to conceal another crime. (TPC 450/9) 


The following is information about some of the prisoners, whose case files are pending in Parliament following confirmation by the Court of Cassation:

Erol Özpolat 

The death sentence given to Erol Özpolat by Ankara SSC on charges of “membership to the Revolutionary Left, killing retired Lieutenant General Hulusi Sayın (the former commander of the Gendarmerie Public Order Regional Headquarters), and having participated in several armed attacks in Ankara,” was upheld by the Court of Cassation on 14 April 1997. Özpolat had been sentenced under Article 146/1 of the TPC for “premeditated murder of a civil servant for his/her duty with ideological motives, and being a member of a gang which was established to destroy the Constitutional public order.” Chamber No. 9 of the Court of Cassation upheld unanimously the death sentence given to Özpolat, who was convicted on the grounds that “his position within the organization and the activities he took part in other than the killing of non-commission officer Halil Çetin, who was claimed to be killed by him, were considered within the scope of Article 146/1 of the TPC.” In the decision, the 10-year imprisonment term given to Alp Aslan, who was prosecuted along with Erol Özpolat, was also upheld while 15 years of imprisonment passed on Alişan Turan were overturned on the ground that it was insufficient. The Chamber decided that Alişan Turan should be prosecuted under Article 146/1 of the TPC with the demand of the death penalty. Erol Özpolat, Alp Aslan and Alişan Turan had been convicted on 12 October 1995. Erol Özpolat had been previously put on trial at Ankara SSC with the same accusations. Özpolat had been given the death sentence on 31 August 1993, but the original sentence had been quashed by the Court of Cassation on the ground that “the seal on his ID card was illegible”; and the death penalty given in the second trial had been overturned on the ground that “the justified decision did not include the civil register records in detail.” When Erol Özpolat had been informed that he had been wanted for the murders, he had surrendered on his free will to the Public Prosecution Office upon recommendation by his lawyers on 11 February 1991. He had been taken to the Political Branch, and had been kept in detention and tortured severely for a month. All through his prosecution, Erol Özpolat had maintained that he was innocent and there was a plot against him; there was no evidence against him other than the his testimonies taken under torture and the testimonies by Alp Aslan and Alişan Turan. 

Celal Atalay, Birsen Güngören 

The death sentences given to Celal Atalay and Birsen Güngören, who kidnapped and murdered Erdim Sertoğlu, a flutist in the Presidential Symphony Orchestra, for ransom in Burhaniye, Balıkesir, in August 1994, was upheld by the Court of Cassation in June. Chamber No. 1 of the Court of Cassation held that the death penalties given to Atalay and Güngören, who were convicted by Burhaniye Criminal Court in the re-trial on charges of “money extortion,” “ransom” and “murder to conceal the money extortion,” complied with laws and procedures.

Yaşar Akan, Cüneyt Erengül 

The death penalty given to Cüneyt Erengül and Yaşar Akan, who raped and then killed Şerife Aygül Öz, the wife of Colonel Yıldır Doğan Öz, in Mersin Military Residence on 7 September 1996, was upheld by the Military Court of Cassation. The Ministry of Defense sent the case file to the Prime Ministry on 27 June. The case file is pending at the Parliament.

b) Death Penalties Pending Review at the Court of Cassation

In 1997, most of the death penalties confirmed by the Court of Cassation were convictions by the SSCs, i.e. in connection with “crimes against the State.” 

The following is the information on the people who were given the death sentence in 1997, as far as determined by the HRFT: (
)

30)- Cemalettin Cenap Arıcı
Political-PKK
Diyarbakır SSC

31)- Nimet Iğraç


Political-PKK
Kayseri SSC

32)- Muhammed Taşdemir
Political-PKK
Kayseri SSC

33)- Mehmet Sinci


Political-PKK
Kayseri SSC

34)- Hüsnü Özcan


Political-PKK
Kayseri SSC

35)- Ahmet Gülmezoğlu

Political-PKK
Kayseri SSC

36)- Abdullah Sönmez 


Political-PKK
Kayseri SSC

37)- Abbas Alkan


Political-PKK
Kayseri SSC

38)- Selahattin Mete


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

39)- November Karataş


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

40)- Cemal Çakmak


Political-TİKKO
Ankara SSC

41)- Yıldırım Arıcan


Political-PKK
Kayseri SSC

42)- Abdurrahman Tekgöz
Murder

Antalya Criminal Court

43)- Hasan Alapan


Murder

Denizli Criminal Court

44)- İsmail Doğruer


Political-TİKKO
İstanbul SSC

45)- Hasan Kadem


Murder

Bakırköy Criminal Court

46)- Hüseyin Kıran


Political-TDKP
Erzincan SSC

47)- Metin Dere


Political-TİKKO
İstanbul SSC

48)- İzzettin Ekren


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

49)- Çeknaz Ekren


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

50)- Sabri Keve


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

51)- Kemal Gömi


Political-DHKP-C
Ankara SSC

52)- Celal Türk


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

53)- Yusuf Çubuk


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

54)- Salih Gün


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

55)- Zübeyir Paksoy


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

56)- Yusuf Akbaba


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

57)- Mehmet Darga


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

58)- Türkan İpek


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

59)- Coşkun Coşar


Murder

Burhaniye Criminal Court

60)- Ömer Gök


Murder

Bakırköy Criminal Court

61)- Zana Mazak


Political-PKK
Ankara SSC

62)- İsmail Tartan


Murder

Urfa Criminal Court

63)- Cumali Karasu


Political-PKK
İstanbul SSC

64)- Enver Özek


Political-PKK
İstanbul SSC

65)- Fatma Tunç


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

66)- Nuri Akbulut


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

67)- Mehmet Nuri Özen


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

68)- Hasan Aşkın 


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

69)- Selami Tazegül 


Murder

İstanbul Kartal Criminal Court No. 2 

70)- Metin Şahin


Political-PKK
Ankara SSC

71) Nadir Kalkan


Political-PKK
İzmir SSC

72) Ahmet Güven 



Political-PKK

İzmir SSC

73) Ramazan Akdağ 


Political-PKK

İzmir SSC

74) Kadri Sönmez 



Political-PKK

İzmir SSC

75) Hüseyin Güçlü 



Political-PKK

İzmir SSC

76) Bayram Kaymaz 


Political-PKK

İzmir SSC

77) Fikri Demirci 



Political-PKK

İzmir SSC

78) Sadık Yıldırım



Political-TİKB
Ankara SSC

79) Cafer Tayyar Soykök


Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

80) Muhsin Erbaş 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

81) Harun Gülbaş 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

82) Bekir Çınar



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

83) Erol Sarıkaya 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

84) Mevlüt Atalay 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

85) Ahmet Turan Kılıç 


Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

86) Kenan Kale 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

87) Harun Yıldız 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

88) Zafer Yelok 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

89) Faruk Ceylan 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

90) Yunis Karataş 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

91) Halil İbrahim Düzbiçer 


Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

92) Ömer Faruk Gez 


Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

93) Ali Kurt 




Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

94) Ahmet Oflaz 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

95) Ekrem Kurt 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

96) Erkan Çetintaş 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

97) Faruk Sarıkaya 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

98) Hayrettin Gül 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

99) Harun Kavak 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

100) Süleyman Toksun 


Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

101) Hayrettin Yeğin 


Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

102) Adem Kozu 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

103) Mehmet Yılmaz 


Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

104) Mustafa Uğur Yaraş 


Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

105) Faruk Belkavli 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

106) Ömer Demir 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

107) Alim Özhan 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

108) İbrahim Duran 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

109) Etem Ceylan 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

110) Vahit Kaynar 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

111) Turan Kaya 



Sıvas Massacre
Ankara SSC

The following is information about some people who were given the death penalty in 1997 and whose convictions have been pending review at the Court of Cassation:

Metin Şahin (17)

Metin Şahin, who was prosecuted at Ankara SSC on claims of “committing crime against the territory and sovereignty of the State,” was given the death penalty. His lawyer, Eren Keskin, said that the Court Board had not tried to determine his age. Keskin stated that Ankara SSC had decided on the death penalty, taking a document for granted, sent by the registry office of his birth-place, Zara, Sıvas, for certifying his age, though he was born on 20 October 1979 as shown in his ID-card. The following is said in the verdict: “Some records or documents incorrectly show as if the defendant was born in 1979. This is merely because some officials of the registry office must have read the digit ‘4’ as ‘9’. It is definitely understood, from a document sent by the Registry Office of Zara District Governorate, that he was born in 1974.” Lawyer Keskin said that there was a contradiction between what was shown in his ID-card and in the document sent by the registry office about the date he was born, and the Court Board had not taken it into consideration. She said that the death penalty could not be given to Metin Şahin under Article 55 of the Turkish Penal Code because he was not over 18 years of age. She stated that the trial had been concluded without a lawyer; even his family had only been informed about the death penalty in a letter. Metin Şahin had been arrested on 5 September 1996, and a trial had been opened against him at Kayseri SSC under Article 125 of the TPC. However, the case file was sent to Ankara SSC after Kayseri SSC was closed down. The original trial ended on 14 July. 
The Court of Cassation quashed several death penalty decisions on various grounds.

Cumali Karasu, Enver Özek

Of the people who were prosecuted on claims of “carrying out the bombing at İstanbul Tuzla Train Station on 1 March 1994 which had resulted in the death of 5 reserve conscript officer students and the wounding of 36 others,” Cumali Karasu and Enver Özek were given the death penalty on charges of “attempting to separate parts of the State territory from its sovereignty” (TPC 125) in the hearing held at İstanbul SSC No. 4 on 19 March. Of the defendants, Şerif Mercan had committed suicide by hanging himself in Bursa Special Type Prison on 15 June 1994. Therefore, the charges against Mercan were dropped.

Chamber No. 9 of the Court of Cassation quashed the death sentences given to Karasu and Özek on the ground that “there were deficiencies in civil register records.” In the decision, it was stated that the seal by the civil registry office on copy of state registers for Özek and Karasu were illegible. 

Talat Coşkun, Erdal Gültekin Ergin and Besey Saygılı

The appeal by Talat Coşkun, Erdal Gültekin Ergin and Besey Saygılı, who were given the death penalty by İstanbul SSC, was considered relevant by the Court of Cassation. The death sentences given by İstanbul SSC were quashed unanimously. 

Demet Aydemir (27): 

Demet Aydemir, who was on trial at Erzurum Criminal Court with the demand of the death penalty, was convicted to 20 years in prison in December on the ground that she committed crime under provocation. However, Chamber No. 1 of the Court of Cassation overturned the sentence, having not considered the word ‘prostitute’ as a provocative word, and decided on the retrial of Aydemir with the demand of the death penalty. In the decision by the Court of Cassation numbered 1997/3031, it was stated that Article 51/1 of the TPC should not be applied. The article in question reads: ‘‘If a person commits a crime under fury or severe anguish due to an unjust provocation, and if the crime requires the death penalty, the person in question is sentenced to life imprisonment and if the crime in question requires life imprisonment, the person in question is sentenced to 24 years’ imprisonment. The sentence for the other crimes is decreased by one fourth.’’ 

Nadir Kalkan, Ahmet Güven, Ramazan Akdağ, Kadri Sönmez

In the trial of YRNK (Yekitiya Rızgariye Netava Kurdistan) and PRK/Rızgari held at İzmir SSC, the court sentenced Nadir Kalkan, Ahmet Güven, Ramazan Akdağ and Kadri Sönmez to death under Article 125 of the TPC. The lawyers protested the court board’s ban on the reading of the defense in Kurdish, and they stated that they would appeal to the European Court of Human Rights in connection with the proceedings at the SSC.

Hüseyin Güçlü, Bayram Kaymaz, Fikri Demirci

Hüseyin Güçlü, Bayram Kaymaz and Fikri Demir, who were on trial at İzmir SSC for the PKK trial under Article 125 of TPC, were given the death sentence on 7 July. 

Selami Tazegül

Selami Tazegül, who was on trial on the ground that he had had kidnapped, tortured and murdered two siblings of police officer Dursun İri, was given the death sentence in the hearing held at Kartal Criminal Court No. 2 on 21 October. Dursun İri, former fiancée of the ultra-nationalist mafia leader Kürşat Yılmaz’s daughter Ülkü Gümgüm, had kidnapped Gümgüm, who had married another man.

c) Judgments by the Courts 

Most of the death sentences were passed by SSCs in 1997. Some of death penalties were commuted to life sentences in 1997.

The case opened against 19 people, who had been remanded on charges of “being members of the DHKP-C” subsequent to the police raid in Batıkent, Ankara, on 12 April 1995, (
) concluded at Ankara SSC on 27 February. Taking the floor at the final hearing, defendant Murat Yıldız reminded the previous statement by the presiding judge, “The SSCs pay respect for the rule of law,” and he said: “If you really keep your word, we will be acquitted.” Fehim Horasan stated that he did not have confidence in the trial: “Those who should be put on trial here are the murderers, counter-guerrilla and gangs as revealed in Susurluk. We will say our last word in the streets.” The court first gave the death sentence to Fehim Horasan and then commuted it to life imprisonment. The defendants who protested the verdict with the slogan “Executions shall not daunt us” were beaten by gendarmes and taken out of the court hall.

Kamil Yıldız, who was accused of “membership of the Revolution Party of Turkey (TDP) and having bombed the bus of the Anti-riot Squad in Gaziosmanpaşa” and Gülderen Baran, (
) who was claimed to have acted as a lookout during the incident, were each given the death penalty by İstanbul SSC on 26 May. The court board commuted the sentences to life imprisonment based on good conduct of the defendants. The verdict was read in the absence of the defendants.

In the case opened against 9 people who were held responsible for many incidents including the armed attack and bombing of a teahouse in Samandıra, İstanbul, which resulted in death of 2 people and wounding of 9 others, and who were claimed to “be members of the PKK,” Bülent Şamcı, Halit Akın and Hayrettin Ekinci were given the death sentence by İstanbul SSC on 27 June on charges of “attempting to separate some parts of the State territory” (TPC 125). The sentences were commuted to life sentence due to “good conducted of the defendants in the hearings.”

Serpil Yılmaz, who was remanded in connection with a PKK trial, was given the death penalty by İstanbul SSC on 15 July on charges of “attempting to separate some parts of the State territory by force.” The sentence was commuted to life imprisonment. In her political defense, Yılmaz stated that Turkey had “turned into a country of brutality.” Her lawyer Eren Keskin said that her client Yılmaz admitted that she was a member of the PKK, but rejected the accusations specified in the inducement: “Serpil Yılmaz should be put on trial not under Article 125 of the TPC, but under Article 168 on charges of ‘being a member of an illegal organization.’” 

Numan Yıldırım, who was on trial on the claims of killing Hüseyin Uçar, the chief guard of the closed prison in İskenderun, Hatay, was given the death penalty by İskenderun Criminal Court on charges of “premeditated murder.” The court commuted the sentence to life imprisonment under “mitigating circumstances.” On 15 December 1996, Hüseyin Uçar, the chief guard of İskenderun Prison, had been killed in an armed attack on his house; and Numan Yıldırım had been arrested following the incident. 

In the trial of 5 people who were claimed to have “robbed a jewelry and killed the jeweler on behalf of TİKB”, Sadık Yıldırım, Ercan Akpınar and Murat Güneş were convicted to capital punishment by Ankara SSC under TPC 146/1. The death penalties given to Akpınar and Güneş were commuted to life imprisonment.

The case opened against the villagers from Tunceli, who were arrested in connection with the killing of 30 people in Başbağlar village of Erzincan, with the demand of the death penalty under Article 125 of the TPC, ended in acquittals at İzmir SSC. The villagers had been remanded after the operations conducted in connection with the killing of 30 villagers in Başbağlar village on 5 July 1993. The final hearing was held on 22 October. The trial had been held first at Erzincan SSC and the case had later been referred to İzmir SSC for security reasons. Repentant Şükrü Yıldız was sentenced to 16 years 8 months’ imprisonment, and Hasan Boztaş to 3 years 9 months’ imprisonment. Metin Bozooğlu, Cahit Aktaş, Kenan Bozooğlu, Aziz Bozooğlu, Hüseyin Boztaş, Yusuf Kul, Teslim Kırmızıtaş, Ali İhsan Akgül, Hasan Boztaş, Gürsel Aktaş, Alaattin Boztaş, Erdal Karakoç, Şahin Karakoç, Hayri Uludağ and Kenan Uludağ, the villagers from Tunceli who had been detained during the operations conducted following the incident and who had been tortured severely, were acquitted due to insufficient evidence. The villagers had been prosecuted with the demand of the death penalty. Their lawyer Kemal Kırlangıç stated that the testimonies of the defendants had been taken under pressure and torture without sufficient evidence: “Although there was no sufficient evidence, they attempted to prosecute innocent people with the demand of the death penalty.” Kırlangıç said: “Accusing innocent people of such a serious crime is as bitter as the burning down of a village and killing more than 30 civilians.” 

d) Those Under Prosecution with the Demand of Death Penalty

Most trials conducted with the demand of the death penalty were held at SSCs. The following are several trials as determined by the HRFT:

The case opened against 23 people on the allegations of “attempting to overthrow the Constitutional order through armed activities and being members of and aiding the TKEP-L” with the demand of death penalty (TPC 146/1) for some and others under Articles 168/2 and 169 of the TPC continued at İstanbul SSC No. 5 in 1997. The indictment sought the death penalty for Bülent Gedik, İsmail Altın, Özgür Öktem, Devrim Öktem and Erbil Kızıl (17), who were detained on 5 February 1996 and who were brought to the first hearing in March, under Article 146/1 of the TPC; imprisonment terms between 15 to 22.5 years for Zülcihan Şahin, Müştak Erhan, Arzu Kemanoğlu, Sinan Kaya (18), İzzet Tokur, Ebru Karahancı, Ulaş Batı (17), Zühal Sürücü (17), Okan Kaplan (16), Sevgi Kaya (16), Mustafa Yazıcı (18), İlyas Koçak, Güven Dağdelen and Ahmet Olgun on charges of “being members of an illegal organization”; and imprisonment terms between 4.5 to 7.5 years for Ali Kılıç, Cemal Bozkurt, Sevgi Koçak and Levent Bağdadi on charges of “supporting an illegal organization.”

Out of 28 defendants, who were members of the Hezbollah organization and who were prosecuted at Diyarbakır SSC on accusations of “having been involved in the killing of 54 people, wounding of many others, collecting money by force and swaddling of many shops” in Antep, Mardin and Nusaybin, 21 were indicted with the demand of the death penalty (TPC 146/1). In the hearing held on 28 January, the prosecutor stated that Hezbollah had been established in order to overthrow the constitutional order through armed struggle and to establish an Islamic state, and that the defendants had been involved in several activities for the “İlim wing.” The prosecutor also claimed that the defendants had also killed and wounded many people. In the trial, the death penalty was sought for Mustafa Demir, Mehmet Duman, İskender Tutar, Seyfettin Kınay, Mehmet Ali Eneze, Veysi Ülsen, Şahin Yapıcı, Mehmet Zeki İnal, Halil Akzan, Sedat Şeren, Kasım Erkan, Güro Adem, Mehmet Selçuk, Ramazan Elaltuntaş, Mahsun Nazlı, Mehmet Kaya, Sıdık Kurt, Abdulgafur Batmaz, Mustafa Sevim, Bayram Kınay and Murat Börü.

The trial of İbrahim Gümrükçüoğlu, who attempted to assassin President Süleyman Demirel in İzmit on 18 May, and wounded Chief Guard Şükrü Çukurlu and İhsan Yılmaz, a reporter for the daily Milliyet, continued at İstanbul SSC with the demand of the death penalty. Gümrükçüoğlu was kept under supervision in the Forensic Institute for three weeks; the medical report sent to the court stated that Gümrükçüoğlu was “partially responsible for his actions.” Abdurrahman Sarıoğlu, the lawyer of Gümrükçüoğlu, said that his client might be sentenced to heavy imprisonment for not less than 15 years in compliance with the “partial responsibility and half-insanity” (TPC 47) in line with the report.

In the case opened in connection with the killing 33 soldiers on the road between Bingöl and Elazığ road on 24 May 1993, Necmettin Alakuştekin was prosecuted at Diyarbakır SSC with the demand of the death penalty under Article 125 of the TPC. Alakuştekin was on remand in Isparta Military Prison. In the indictment, it was claimed that Alakuştekin was “a member of the PKK and took part in kidnapping 40 soldiers on the road between Bingöl and Elazığ on 24 May 1993.” Alakuştekin was remanded upon the testimony of Erdal Özdemir, who survived the incident and had been under medical treatment in Denizli Military Hospital. In the hearing held on 3 April, Erdal Özdemir, who was taken under psychological treatment following the incident, stated that he was in the pangs of conscience: “I am not sure that Necmettin Alakuştekin was one of the perpetrators.”

The trial of 7 people who were claimed to be “members of the DHKP-C and planned to assassin former president Kenan Evren” continued at İstanbul SSC on 25 July. The indictment sought the death penalty for Ercan Kartal, Fadime Baştuğ, Berkan Abatay; sentences between 15 years and 22 years 6 months for Filiz Gencer (under arrest in another trial) and İlhan Uçar; and between 4 years 6 months to 7 years 6 months for Şerif Minaz and Canan Ferai Köker (without arrest).

Death penalty was sought for Şefik Dağaçar, who had killed Seval Erdoğan in the campus of the Aegean University on 24 October when she did not agree to become his girlfriend. In the hearing held at İzmir Criminal Court No. 3, the prosecutor said: “Since his statements, the letters, the autopsy report and the content of the case file revealed that he had committed premeditated murder, he should be given the death sentence.” 

The case opened against defendants on remand, Sema Türkdoğan, Gülpınar Adıyaman, Erol Engin, Cemal Ünal, Erdoğan Bozkurt, Atilla Dinç, İlker Özçelik, Kazım Gül (released on 23 June), Metin Dönmez, Hüseyin Yurtsever and the defendants prosecuted without arrest, Halil Özcan, Adnan Bilen, Hasan Kurt, on charges of having involved in the killing of police officer Şükrü Hüner, in charge in front of the waterside house of DYP chairwoman Tansu Çiller in Yeniköy and of watchman Abdülkadir Sırma in DYP Kağıthane District Organization building and carrying out the armed attack against Gültepe Police Station, continued at İstanbul SSC. The defendants had been apprehended in August 1996 on charges of “being members of the DHKP-C.” In the trial, the defendants rejected the accusations, and stated that their testimonies had been taken under torture at the police headquarters. The indictment sought the death penalty for Sema Türkdoğan, Gülpınar Adıyaman, Erol Engin, Cemal Ünal, Erdoğan Bozkurt, Atilla Dinç and İlker Özçelik.

The case opened against Birol Aslan (18) and M. G. (17) (
) with the accusations of having killed a taxi-driver named Halil Tuna in Maltepe in March, extorted his car and having fled to Samsun, continued at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2. The indictment sought the death penalty for the defendants on charges of “murder under torture.”

The trial of Ş. T. (17), who was claimed to have attempted to rape his paralyzed uncle’s wife Havva Tozar and killed her and her 4 year old daughter Büşra in Sarıyer when his uncle was not at home continued at Beyoğlu Criminal Court No. 1, with the demand of death penalty. Ş. T. changed the testimony he gave at the prosecution office, and maintained that he had relations with Havva Tozar for 3 months. Ş. T. accepted the accusations: “My uncle’s wife said to me, ‘I will divorce from your uncle and marry you.’ I was very annoyed and slapped her. She fell down. I did not know what I was doing. I knifed her for many times. There was blood everywhere, then I knifed my niece and cut her throat.” 

A case was opened at İstanbul SSC against Bahri Bayam, Süleyman Sığınç, Naif Demir, Mehmet Emin Özer and Resul Bayam on accusations that “they are members of the PKK and killed a taxi driver whom they asked for money on behalf of the PKK” (TPC 125). The indictment sought the death penalty for Bahri Bayam and Süleyman Sığınç, and imprisonment terms for Naif Demir, Mehmet Emin Özer and Resul Bayam. Bahri Bayam rejected the accusations, and said he was not a PKK militant but a village guard. Bahri Bayam said that he was working as a village guard in Güçlükonak district of Şırnak, and when he had heard he was wanted, he had come to İstanbul to surrender in line with the advise of the commander of the gendarmerie station in Güçlükonak.

The case opened against 14 people on charges of “being members of the PKK” continued at İstanbul SSC. In the trial, the death penalty was sought for 2 of the defendants under Article 125 of the TPC. Ali Dursun and Enver Elvan, for whom death penalty was sought, attended the hearing held on 25 April with traditional Kurdish clothes. In his defense, Ali Dursun stated, “there is a war in the region and we are prisoners of war, but we are prosecuted as ‘terrorists.’” Dursun said: “I am innocent. I did not burn or destroy villages, and did not kill civilians and innocent people. I did not undertake unjust and illegitimate activities. I did not deal with heroin smuggling, black money, gambling, drug, etc. I just participated in the just and legitimate struggle of my people. I did not kill anybody in detention. I did not kill Ape Musa, Vedat Aydın, Metin Göktepe, Cengiz Altun.” Dursun stated that he had been tortured in detention in the presence of his chief village guard father, and his father forced him to give testimony as “Leyla Zana sent me to the guerrilla.” He said: “I am not duped. I learnt that my father and Urfa MP Sedat Bucak had plotted against Leyla Zana.” Enver Elvan stated that he was previously working as a journalist, and that many dissent Kurdish journalists were killed. The defendants stated that they did not believe in the independence of the judiciary in Turkey, and they would not accept the verdict of the court. 

The trial of Mahmut Ulusan, Ömer Yıldırım and Adalet Aktepe, who were accused of “having stopped the passenger bus going from Ankara to İstanbul in the vicinity of Hereke at night on 31 December 1994, and killed 2 people and wounded 24 people and being members of the PKK” and for whom death penalty was sought under Article 125 of the TPC continued at İstanbul SSC.

Dündar Kılıç’s son Cenk Kılıç killed Metin Ferit Aslan (38), the former bodyguard of Alaattin Çakıcı, in a bar in Levent on 30 April. Kılıç stated that he killed Aslan by mistaking him for Çakıcı’s nephew. In the indictment prepared by İstanbul Public Prosecutor Ünal Soytekin, the death penalty was sought for Cenk Ali Kılıç under Article 450/4 of the TPC.

Of 77 defendants, claimed to be members of Hezbollah and on trial at Diyarbakır SSC on charges of “killing people on behalf of the organization, kidnapping, wounding, collecting money by force under the title of ‘zekat,’ arson,” the death penalty was sought for 31 defendants. The trial did not conclude in 1997.

The trial of Ömer Ürkü, his son Muhammet Ali and his daughters İlknur and Z. Ü. (16) with the demand of the death penalty for killing real estate agent Tuğrul Ekşi in Bilecik continued at Bilecik Criminal Court. In the indictment, the prosecutor first demanded that all 4 defendants should be given the death penalty. The prosecutor also demanded the “highly provocative factors” should be taken into consideration, and sentences should be mitigated. The prosecutor also requested that the sentences passed on Z. Ü. should be decreased due to age. The defendants were prosecuted on remand.

The trial of Yıldız Ayyıldız, who was claimed to have tortured to death her daughter Demet Ayyıldız (8) in Yeni Sahra, İstanbul, continued at Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 1 with the demand of death penalty. As a witness, her neighbor Gülsüm Mahmutoğlu stated that she had seen her torturing her two children. 

A case was opened by İstanbul Chief Public Prosecution Office against ultra-nationalist militant named Özgün Koç upon the official complaint by İstanbul Criminal Court No. 6 in connection with the massacre of 16 March 1978. The indictment sought 7 times the death penalty for Koç on charges of “killing more than one person premeditatedly.” İstanbul Police HQ had informed the police officers in the central campus on 7 March 1978 that in 8-10 days a bombing would be made against the leftist students, and that Özgün Koç was the leader of the perpetrators. (
)

The trial of 11 defendants in connection with the killing of Özdemir Sabancı, an executive member of Sabancı Holding, Toyota-SA Director Haluk Görgün and secretary Nilgün Hasefe and of the soldiers on guard in front of the Provincial Gendarmerie Regiment Headquarters, namely Savaş Serdar Öztürk and Tarkan Yağcı, started at İstanbul SSC on 28 March. In the indictment, the death penalty was sought for Ercan Kartal, who was claimed to “have ordered the actions from Bayrampaşa Prison,” Mustafa Duyar, the gunman, İsmail Akkol and Fehriye Erdal, on charges of “attempting to change the constitutional order by force” under Article 146/1 of the TPC. 

Zeynep Avcı, on trial at İstanbul SSC No. 6 with the demand of death penalty on charges of “being a member of the PKK, and killing two people on behalf of the organization” (TPC 125), said that she had no connections with the PKK. Avcı stated that she had been tortured and raped in detention, and therefore she had been kept in detention for 25 days. Her lawyer, Eren Keskin, stated that though the legal detention period was 15 days, Zeynep Avcı was kept in detention for 25 days in order to conceal the rape. She said that they had applied to the European Court of Human Rights since the detention period had exceeded 10 days but shown as shorter. (See the chapter on Sexual Torture.)

A case was opened against the special team members who were arrested in connection with the killing of Ömer Lütfü Topal, known to the public as the ‘tycoon of casinos,’ with the demand of the death penalty. In the indictment opened by Beyoğlu Public Prosecutor Eren Gönen at Criminal Court No. 1, it was stated that the reason of murder could not be revealed as Ömer Lütfü Topal and the special team members had close relations with each other. The indictment sought the death penalty for special team members Ayhan Çarkın, Oğuz Yorulmaz, Ercan Ersoy and Mustafa Altunok and insurance agent Serdar Özdal under Article 450/4 of the TPC on charges of “premeditated murder and involvement in murder.”

The trial of Hanife Kulaksız, who killed her husband Fethi Kulaksız by tying him to the bed and then burned his head in the stove, with demand of death penalty continued at Eyüp Criminal Court No. 2. Hanife Kulaksız accepted the murder. She readily admitted to all of the evidence against her, and she also objected to her referral to Bakırköy Psychiatry and Neuropathy Hospital for determination of her mental health. Lawyer Ali Çıldan, who was assigned by İstanbul Bar Association, said: “I agree with the demand by the prosecutor. But I also have to show respect to her decision. My client does not want a mitigation of her sentence by way of a medical report certifying her mental illness.” 

The trial of Ahmet Burak, who was apprehended in Pakistan without a passport while he was wanted on charges of “planning of the attempted assassination of businessman Jak Kamhi” and who was extradited to Turkey on his free will, continued at İstanbul SSC with the demand of the death penalty. Burak stated that he had heard that those apprehended following the attempted assassination had been tortured at the police headquarters, and he went abroad for security reasons. Burak said that he did not know Kamhi, and he did not know the owner of Uzi and Kalashnikof guns. Burak’s lawyer Şadi Çarsancaklı stated that his client had voluntarily asked the competent authorities in Pakistan for extradition to Turkey. 

The trial of İlknur Koyuncu, Osman Yiğitoğlu, Yusuf Yiğitoğlu, A. A. (15) and C. Y. (16), who were claimed to have killed the taxi-driver named Doğan Ayhan (who was found dead in the wooded area in Gaziosmanpaşa Arnavutköy 12 days after his disappearance) through torture and extorted 4 million TL of his money, with the demand of death penalty continued. In the hearing, it was claimed that one of the defendants had wrote a letter to the defendant whose age was lowest, and forced him to claim the responsibility for the murder.

A case was opened against Mehmet Kaplan, who sent a letter to the MPs, claiming that he would overthrow the republic and establish an “Anatolian Federated Islamic State.” In the trial, the death penalty was sought for Kaplan on charges of “attempting to overthrow the constitutional order by force,” and an “arrest warrant in absentia” was issued against him. His extradition to Turkey was also requested from the German Government.

The case opened against 44 people on accusations of “being members of the Islamic Movement, killing journalist Çetin Emeç, his driver Aydın Ercan, writer Turan Dursun and an Iranian, Ali Akbar Gorani,” continued at İstanbul SSC. In the hearing held on 5 November, Mehmet Emin Baş and Mehmet Salih Yıldız were released. In the trial, the death penalty was sought for İrfan Çağrıcı, Tamer Aslan and Mehmet Ali Şeker. 

While no case was opened against the police officers who caused to the death of 3 people in the incidents that occurred during celebrations on 1 May 1996, 270 people, who were claimed to have been involved in the incidents (this trial and the case opened in connection with 1 May 1997 Workers Day were combined) were put on trial at İstanbul SSC on charges of being members of 9 illegal organizations. In the trial, the death penalty was sought for Metin Atıcı under Article 146 of the TPC, whereas imprisonment terms between 3 and 15 years for the remaining defendants under Article 168 and 169 on charges of “being members of the organizations” or “aiding the organizations.” The defendants were beaten in the course of prosecution, and they were not brought to the hearings on the ground that “they cause commotion.”

The case opened against Cafer Tayyar Bektaş, Önder Mercan and Önder Gençaslan on accusations of “being members of TKP(ML)-TİKKO, hanging placards, carrying out bombings and attacking police officer Havva Bayar and her sister Hatice Bayar,” continued at Ankara SSC with the demand of death penalty. Bektaş made a statement on behalf of all defendants, and said that they were tortured in detention: “Six of our friends declared in Elmadağ Prison that they rejected to become confessors and demanded their transfers to Ankara Central Closed Prison. We will not defend ourselves unless our friends are transferred.” Afterwards, victim Hatice Bayar was heard in the hearing. Bayar testified in her wheelchair since she was paralyzed, and she stated that on 20 November 1996, several people wearing masks attacked her and her elderly sister as they were going home, they were wounded, she became paralyzed and the gun of her elderly sister was seized. Police officer Havva Bayar said: “I want them to be tortured until my sister recovers.” Havva Bayar’s father Rıfat Bayar demanded that the defendants should be given the death penalty. When the defense lawyers asked, “You said the assailants were masked. How do you recognize them?” Hatice and Havva Bayar said “We identify them from their physical structures, eyes and eyebrows.” The court board decided to send an instruction to the prosecution office for the transfer of the defendants in Elmadağ Prison to Ankara Central Prison, and postponed the hearing to 7 January 1998 in order to hear the testimony of the defendants.

Teslim Töre, the Secretary General of the Communist Labor Party of Turkey (TKEP), was released on 22 December after 5 years of a trial with the demand of death penalty at İstanbul SSC. In spite of the decision, Töre was not released due to two arrest warrants in absentia issued against him in 1981 and 1982 by Adana Military Court. The indictment prepared by İstanbul SSC Chief Public Prosecution Office claimed that Teslim Töre “was involved in drug trafficking with Abuzer Uğurlu, provided weapons to the Kurds in Iran and Iraq, and also acted as a spy for Bulgaria” and it was demanded that Teslim Töre, Hüseyin Bakır, Mehmet Ali Ayhan, Murat Toprak, Yusuf Ergun Adaklı and Kenan Kalyon should be given the death penalty on charges of “attempting to change the constitutional order by force” (TPC 146/1). 

Nazmi Deliktaş, who was accused of killing deputy superintendent Bora Barış Güler, in charge at Narcotics Branch, was put on trial with the demand of the death penalty on charges of “murder to conceal another crime” (TPC 450/9). (
) 

The SIVAS TRIAL

37 people, most of them artists, died as a result of the burning down of Madımak Hotel by radical pro-Islamic groups in Sıvas on 2 July 1993. The trial of 124 defendants (79 under arrest) started at Ankara SSC on 21 October 1993 and after 15 hearings, the verdict was given on 26 December 1994. The Court of Cassation overturned the verdict and held that several defendants should be given the death penalty and 32 defendants should be sentenced to 5 to 15 years in prison on charges of “being involved in at attempt to change the constitutional order by force.” The Court of Cassation ratified the acquittal of 25 defendants and overturned 3-year imprisonment of 3 defendants on the ground that they were not mentioned in the detailed verdict, and held that 14 defendants, who were sentenced to 3 years in prison, should be acquitted. In the re-trial, 33 people were given the death penalty, and 45 people were sentenced to 1 year to 20 years in prison. Fourteen defendants were acquitted and the decision of non-prosecution was issued for 6 defendants. The Sıvas Trial can be summarized as follows:

Three different indictments were prepared in connection with the incident and then the case opened at Sıvas Penal Court against 124 defendants was referred to Ankara Penal Court, and the case opened at Sıvas Criminal Court against 79 defendants was referred to Ankara Criminal Court and the case opened at Kayseri SSC to Ankara SSC. 

In the hearing held on October 1993, Ankara Penal Court decided on non-jurisdiction on the ground that “the action was solitary and within the jurisdiction of the SSCs” and demanded that trials should be referred to Ankara SSC. The trial was unified on decision of Chamber No. 10 of the Court of Cassation. The trial of 124 people (111 on remand) started at Ankara SSC on 21 October 1993. 

In the hearing held on 28 October 1993, 32 of 111 arrested defendants were released. The release of defendants on trial under arrest continued in 1994. As a result of the releases, the number of the arrested defendants decreased to 33. Among them were those whose involvement in the incidents was confirmed by videotapes or who were identified by witnesses. SSC Chief Public Prosecutor Nusret Demiral claimed that “the defendants were under heavy provocation” and the real criminal was the writer Aziz Nesin. 

Since the defendants caused commotion in every hearing, the lawyers of the relatives of the victims demanded the withdrawal of the judge Çetin Güvener in the hearing on 24 March 1994. Their demand was rejected. Also their demand for the lifting of the decision on “secrecy” of the hearings was not accepted, and the trial continued closed to the public. 

The intervening lawyers left the hearing collectively and decided not to attend the hearing until the decision of secrecy of hearings was lifted. In the trial, which ended on 26 December 1994, 26 defendants were given the death penalty. But this sentence was decreased to 15 years in prison for 22 defendants, and 10 years in prison for 3 defendants, and 5 years in imprisonment for one defendant on the ground that “the crime was committed under heavy provocation.” Of the defendants who were accused of “violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations,” 54 were sentenced to 3 years in prison and 6 were sentenced to 2 years in prison. 37 defendants were acquitted; the case file for one defendant was separated since the defendant could not be apprehended; 12 of 33 arrested defendants were released. Moreover, the court held that an official complaint should be initiated against the writer Aziz Nesin on charges of “provoking the incidents in Sıvas” under Articles 159 and 175 of the TPC. The court concluded that the Sıvas massacre was “a criminal, not a political act,” thus excluded the defendants from the scope of the “Anti-Terror Law.”

On 30 September 1996, Chamber No. 10 of the Court of Cassation overturned the verdict by Ankara SSC No. 1. The re-trial of the 98 defendants started on 14 May 1997. Ankara SSC acted in line with the decision by the Court of Cassation for 87 defendants. The death penalty was sought for 37 of the defendants, imprisonment terms between 5 and 10 years for 27 defendants, and acquittal of 14 defendants. The court board insisted on the original sentences of 3 years’ imprisonment given to 11 defendants, for whom the Court of Cassation requested sentences between 5 to 15 years in prison. The court issued arrest warrants in absentia for 48 defendants. 

In quashing the verdict, the Court of Cassation ruled on decreasing the sentences of the defendants by one fourth because of provocation that “since no direct provocative act was determined tangibly, and other provoking conditions were not in question, the provisions on a reduction in sentences are not applicable legally.”

On 28 November 1997, Ankara SSC passed the death penalty for 33 defendants; sentenced 4 defendants to 20 years in prison, 1 defendant to 7.5 years, 27 defendants to 7 years 6 months, 2 defendants to 5 years, and 1 defendant to 2 years in prison. The court decided on not changing 3 years’ imprisonment term for 11 defendants, acquitted 14 defendants, and separated the case files for 6 defendants. Presiding Judge Orhan Karadeniz warned the arrested defendants saying they would be confined if they protested the verdict. Afterwards, Karadeniz read the verdict sentencing Cafer Tayyar Soykök, Muhsin Erbaş, Harun Gülbaş, Bekir Çınar, Erol Sarıkaya, Mevlüt Atalay, Ahmet Turan Kılıç, Kenan Kale, Harun Yıldız, Zafer Yelok, Faruk Ceylan, Yunis Karataş, Halil İbrahim Düzbiçer, Ömer Faruk Gez, Ali Kurt, Ahmet Oflaz, Ekrem Kurt, Erkan Çetintaş, Faruk Sarıkaya, Hayrettin Gül, Harun Kavak, Süleyman Toksun, Hayrettin Yeğin, Adem Kozu, Mehmet Yılmaz, Mustafa Uğur Yaraş, Faruk Belkavli, Ömer Demir, Alim Özhan, İbrahim Duran, Etem Ceylan, Vahit Kaynar and Turan Kaya to death penalty on charges of “attempting to overthrow the constitutional order by force.” The court gave the death sentence to Sedat Yıldırım, Temel Toy, Ali Teke and Durmuş Tufan under Article 146/1 of TPC; but their sentences were commuted to imprisonment terms of 20 years under Article 55/1 of the TPC since they were minors during the incidents. Also Yusuf Şimşek was given the death penalty under Article 146/1 of the TPC, but the sentence was commuted to imprisonment term of 15 years on the grounds that he was mentally handicapped.

It was found out that 14 of 32 defendants who were given the death penalty were on the run. Out of the 6 defendants, for whom the death penalty was sought but whose case files were separated since they could not be apprehended, it was determined that Murat Songur was in Germany, Ali Temiz and Sadettin Temiz were in Italy. The court decided to apply to Interpol for the 3 defendants. In the re-trial at Ankara SSC on 14 May 1997, the court board issued arrest warrants in absentia for Yusuf Şimşek, Hayrettin Gül, Harun Kavak, Süleyman Toksun, Hayrettin Yeğin, Sedat Yıldırım, Adem Kozu, Mehmet Yılmaz, Vahit Kaynar, Mustafa Uğur Yaraş, Faruk Belkavli, Ömer Demir, Alim Özhan, İbrahim Duran, Etem Ceylan, Metin Ceylan, Haydar Şahinoğlu, Hasan Basri Koç, Muhammet Nuh Kılıç, Yıldırım Yüksel, Nevzat Aydın, Muammer Özdemir, Orhan Demir, Yılmaz Ceylan, Adem Ağbektaş, Latif Karaca, Abdulkadir Arıdıcı, Sadettin Yüksel, Serhat Özgentürk, Osman Çıbıkçı, Fatih Erdem, Ramazan Önder, Tufan Caymaz, Adem Bayrak, Hüseyin Kaya, Halis Duran, Ünal Berka, Osman Düzerdıç, Bülent Karayiğit, Özay Karatürk, Zaim Bayat and Zekeriya Tekin. Of these people, Osman Çıbıkçı, Özay Karatürk, Yıldırım Yüksel and Fatih Erdem were apprehended, but they were released in the last hearing. Other defendants could not be apprehended until the decision hearing. In the final hearing held on 28 November, the court board decided to issue arrest warrants in absentia against Vahit Kaynar, Turan Karakaya, Hayrettin Gül, Harun Kavak, Süleyman Toksun, Hayrettin Yeğin, Adem Kozu, Mehmet Yılmaz, Mustafa Uğur Yaraş, Faruk Belkavli, Ömer Demir, Alim Özhan, İbrahim Duran and Etem Ceylan, who were given the death sentence. Sıvas Governor Aydın Güçlü stated that they received no notification from the court. 

CHP Sıvas MP Mahmut Işık criticized the verdict of the Sıvas trial and stated that he did not object to the verdict, but those who provoked the burning down of people in Sıvas and those who did not prevent the incident were still on duty. Işık said: “I demand that the Governor, the Mayor, the Chief of Police, the Garrison Commander and the state officials who neglected their duties should be put on trial in the same manner and the real assailants should be revealed.”
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Nebahat Altıok, the wife of poet Metin Altıok, who was killed in the Sıvas massacre, stated that they felt relieved not by the verdict of the court, but because they no longer had to attend the hearings. She added that they did not consider 33 death penalties as justice, and the real perpetrators were not revealed. Altıok said: “Why were death penalties given? Disapproving the death sentence in general is another matter. Nobody looked for the organizers of the massacre.” Altıok noted that 33 death penalties were given in order to ease the conscience of the public: “There were several people there. Who were they? Who organized them? To what extent were they guilty? This is not a spontaneous action. It is a massacre in which all bodies of the state were involved.” She said that they had lost the trial at the very beginning of the prosecution. The trial had started on 21 October 1993 immediately after the incident and they were not allowed to attend the hearings and they were not regarded as an intervening party. Altıok said: “We were repressed, subjected to pressures from the police, the press was not allowed to attend the hearings for months, finally the trial ended. The verdict was quashed by the Court of Cassation.” Nebahat Altıok maintained that in the Sıvas massacre “the state was on the side of the murderers.” She said: “I don’t regard the verdict as a just one. We do not want blood revenge. Who organized the massacre? Following the massacre in Sıvas, the Susurluk gang was revealed. For instance, Mehmet Ağar said, ‘We conducted a thousand operations.’ Was the Sıvas massacre among these operations? Without investigating this, we cannot feel relieved by hanging several people. As the relatives of those killed, we are in deep anguish.” 
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Other trials related to Sıvas Massacre

Temel Karamollaoğlu, the former Mayor of Sıvas and an MP for Sıvas from the Welfare Party, Remzi Şahin, the former Fire Brigade Director, and 9 municipality workers, who were prosecuted in connection with the burning down of Madımak Hotel in Sıvas on 2 July 1993, were acquitted. In the hearing held at Ankara Penal Court No. 4 on 17 February, the prosecutor summed up the case and demanded that the defendants should be “acquitted due to lack of evidences”. Karamollaoğlu and Şahin, who were accused of not abiding by the instructions of Governor Ahmet Karabilgin, who had requested the dispersion of the demonstrators via pressurized water”, were prosecuted on charges of “malpractice of their duty” and the Osman Seçilmiş and his 8 friends, who were municipality workers, for “negligence of duty”.

The case opened against 45 people, who had gathered in Alibaba Quarter in order to protest Sıvas massacre on 10 July 1993, on charges of “violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations numbered 2911,” ended. In the trial held at Sıvas Penal Court No. 2, Zöhre Kılıç, Birsen Okut, Fadime Koçyiğit, Engin Yurttabirgül, Savaş Demir, Bindal Şişek, Ceyhan Aktaş, Şeref Avcı, Mustafa Kökçe, Nadir Erdem, Kamil Ermiş, Kenan Erdem, Ferhat Buldu, Niyazi Durmaz, Erdal Kılıç, Ali Selvi, Cahit Tanış, Erdoğan Genç, Haydar Gölmaşı, Mehti Koçyıldız, Erdal Anlama, M. Turgay Anamat, Zeynel Açıkgöz, Sergün Sönmez, Hasan Erdoğan, G. Erdal Demircioğlu, Ali Kemal Halıcı, Bülent Üntaş, Gülizar Kılıç, Gürcü Dikmeci, Songül Durgun, Adalet Güvendir, Zehra Serbest, Zeynel Demir, Şaziye Taştan and Gültekin Albayrak were sentenced to between 1 and 1.5 years in prison. The court decided on the remand of Nadir Erdem and Ferhat Buldu, and suspended the sentences given to the remaining defendants. 

A case as opened against HRA Aydın Branch Director Abdurrahman Saran on charges of “distributing unauthorized announcements” during the press meeting held on the anniversary of Sıvas incidents (2 July 1993). The trial ended in acquittal.
The police intervened in the demonstrations held in protest at the Sıvas incidents in Bağcılar, İstanbul, on 2 July 1997. The police detained several people including the members of the music band Grup Vardiya. Since the governorate did not allow the demonstration in İzmir, only a press release was issued. 

Aydın Erdoğan, the Chairperson of the Contemporary Lawyers’ Association (ÇHD), reported that the police attacked Şenal Sarıhan, former Chairwoman of the ÇHD, and Lawyer Selma Çiçekçi at a meeting held in Ankara on 2 July on the 4th year of the massacre in Sıvas. He said that police officers had attacked Şenal Sarıhan because she was a lawyer in the trials of HADEP and the Sıvas incidents, and they had hit the other lawyer, Selma Çiçekçi, with truncheons. 

Cemal Özsaydı, the Secretary of the ÖDP Alanya District Branch, who was detained after a meeting in Alanya held in commemoration of the massacre in Sıvas on the grounds that “the placards hanged on the walls of the hall imply insults,” was remanded on 5 July. Cemal Özsaydı was a member of the meeting organizing committee. 

The prison van which was carrying defendants of the case opened at Ankara SSC in connection with the massacre in Sıvas (Mevlüt Atalay, Ekrem Kurt, Halil İbrahim Düzbiçer, Osman Çıbıkçı, Yıldırım Yüksel, Özay Karatürk, Durmuş Tufan and Ali Kurt) was bombed on its way from Kırşehir to Ankara. Explosives planted in a car parking on the sideways in the vicinity of Akpınar, Kırşehir, were fired by a remote control just as the prison vehicle was passing by on 1 August. In the explosion that broke the vehicle’s front screen into pieces, NCO Faruk Akdoğan, enlisted man Hakan Turgut and a prisoner, Ali Kurt, were wounded. It was also claimed that fire had been opened on the vehicle. The Workers’ and Peasants’ Liberation Army of Turkey (TİKKO) claimed responsibility for the attack.

3.2. EXTRA-JUDICIAL EXECUTIONS
In 1997 security forces were held responsible for a number of extra-judicial executions. Impunity for the officers concerned as well as the unlimited power of opening fire as granted by the laws on the security forces, threatened the right to life seriously. “Extra-judicial executions” were observed as a systematic administrative practice. 

On 26 August 1996, the government convened the Parliament with an extraordinary agenda, to pass a number of laws as demanded by the National Security Council. The amendment adopted in this meeting abolished the last barrier for “extra-judicial executions” – even though it had not been applied to the security forces. (
) Through this arrangement, the authority of opening fire “directly and by way of targeting” which was formerly granted to the security forces within the borders of the State of Emergency Region was extended to the whole country. Thus, the general practice was legalized. Moreover, the “Anti-Terror Law” and the Law on Police Powers and Authorities (PVSY) as well as the impunity of perpetrators as granted by administrative and judicial authorities in practice showed its effects in 1997. Although it was possible to bring actions against perpetrators, it was virtually impossible to conduct trials. The police officers who were responsible for a number of “extra-judicial executions” were allowed to continue their jobs. (The only exception were several special team members, who were accused in the “Susurluk Scandal” and financial crimes.)

The State of Emergency Law empowers the security forces with the authority of opening fire directly and without hesitation in case the “surrender call” is not abided by or reacted with opening fire or in case of “self-defense” (Article 23). And the PVSY empowers the police officers with an extensive authority of resorting to guns (Article 16); the extent to which the police officers may resort to coercion during the performance of their duties is left to the discretion of the police officers (Additional Article 6). The Court of Cassation ruled on 2 November 1993 on the killing of one person by police officers, who had opened fire on a car 54 times on the grounds that “it did not obey the stop warning,” that this act was the scope of Article 16 of the PVSY; thus, confirmed the acquittal of the police officers.
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The police are empowered to use guns under the conditions below:

A- Self-defense;

B- In order to counter an attack which aimed at the honor and life security of another person and which can, otherwise, not be dealt with;

C- In case that persons who have been detained or arrested for a crime for which the punishment is imprisonment, or if the ones who have been convicted and whose detention or transfer is left to the police, escape, or if they attack the police for an attempt to escape and do not obey the warnings of the police and if there is no other opportunity to impede the escape and attack;

D- If there is no other opportunity to counter an attack against the place he has been in charge of protection, or against his gun, or to the police station or persons under his responsibility;

E- In conditions of an flagrant offense requiring heavy penalty, if a person gets out of a place where the police has been searching for the suspect and if he escapes and does not obey stop warning and if he cannot be apprehended otherwise;

F- If the police on duty orders to hand over the guns and tools which are suitable to be used for an attack against the police, or if there is resistance against such an order or an attempt to take back the guns and tools which have already been handed over;

G- If there is resistance against the performance of the police, individually or as a group, or an attack against the police:

 H- If there is an armed resistance against the authority and deeds of the State (Article 16 of the Law on Police Powers and Authorities, numbered 2559).
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It is almost impossible to investigate the cases of extra-judicial executions in the State of Emergency Region and neighboring provinces. Most cases of “extra-judicial execution” outside the urban centers were reported as “terrorists who were apprehended dead in clashes” or “villagers who were martyred in attacks by the PKK.” Only a small number of such cases –probably an exceptional number of them– could be clarified. It was impossible to determine the number of militants who were killed after being apprehended alive –sometimes under torture– due to the conditions of the region. In such cases, even if an autopsy was conducted exceptionally, prosecutors and physicians failed to prepare unbiased reports. Whether the torture traces on the corpses of the militants had been inflicted before or after the death could not be established. Therefore, a number of people who were claimed to have died in armed attacks were not included in this report. The unlimited authority of opening fire granted to the security forces de facto or de jure and the non-prosecution of perpetrators increased the tendency by the security forces to resort to guns when solving their personal problems. Moreover, the fact that the officials always preferred to react against armed groups or people by using their guns led to the deaths of numerous armed people as well as security officers; a great part of such deaths could have been prevented if wished.

The data compiled by the HRFT since 1991 show that the cases of “extra-judicial execution” are the result of a systematic practice (Table 1). 

Table 1

	
	Deaths in house and shop raids
	Demonstrators killed (except for Newroz)
	Deaths after ignoring stop warnings, random fire, and after being apprehended alive
	Total

	1991:
	22
	32
	44
	98

	1992:
	63
	26
	103
	192

	1993:
	57
	20
	109
	186

	1994:
	32
	-
	97
	129

	1995:
	21
	26 (
)
	49
	96

	1996:
	42
	4
	83
	129

	1997:
	26
	-
	72
	98

	TOTAL
	263
	108
	557
	928


In this report, those killed in attacks against settlements and those murdered by village guards, who had the same authorities as the security forces in the State of Emergency Region, were also regarded as “extra-judicial executions.”

a) Trials and Investigations

The security forces continued their acts, which fit the UN-definition of “extra-judicial executions”. This was the result of the preference by the political and administrative officials. The regulations of United Nations documents were not complied with; extra-judicial execution incidents were not investigated in a sound manner. The statements by officials were discouraging with regard to the investigation of extra-judicial executions. The statements by administrative and political officials showed that the cases of extra-judicial execution were the result of a systematic policy. Instead of investigations, there were statements and practices bound to encourage the security forces. The trials that were opened were merely showcases. Defendants were generally acquitted in the trials, which continued for a long time. Sentences, rarely given, did not exceed one or two years in prison. Generally, the sentences were not executed due to suspensions or time-lapse. There were even trials opened with the request of an acquittal decision instead of a conviction.

The legislation used to acquit the perpetrators in trials of extra-judicial execution, provides that “the actions committed while fulfilling a legal duty or an order issued by a competent authority and which should be implemented due to the duties should not be punished” (TPC 49 § 1). The legal arrangement endows the security forces with an extensive discretion. The relevant provisions of the Constitution empowers the security forces with “the duty of committing crime” in certain cases: Article 137 of the Constitution provides an exemption for the provision that an order which contained a crime shall not be fulfilled; “in cases of military service and emergency, for the protection of public order and security, as defined by the laws.” For instance, the Law on Prohibition and Follow-up of Smuggling empowers officials with the authority of warning and then opening fires on the people who do not obey the “stop warning”; in case the people who should be stopped open fires on the security forces, the security forces may open fire directly and targeting them (Article 11). The only witness to the fact that the “stop warning” was not obeyed and armed resistance occurred is mostly the security officer who enjoys the authority to use a gun.

The killing of people during house raids on the claims of “disobeying the surrender call”, was evaluated by the Ministry of Interior Affairs as a “normal practice”. In the trial launched by İbrahim Selçuk (the father of Mustafa Selçuk, one of the 3 people who were killed during the house raid in Batıkent quarter of Ankara on 12 April 1995) for compensation of TL 50 million for pecuniary damages and TL 100 million for non-pecuniary damages against the Ministry of Interior, the defense prepared by Atıf Tığ, the Legal Counselor of the Ministry of Interior, was sent to Ankara Administrative Court No. 9. The defense stated “it was impossible to condone terrorists carrying out activities against the State, and those who are involved in the incident should not be regarded as innocent citizens... the claims of the complainant are inconsistent and the administration did not act incorrectly… the party which claimed to have been harmed was not innocent but in fact hostile because it undertook detrimental and separatist activities against the administration.” Zeki Rüzgar, the lawyer of İbrahim Selçuk regarded the defense by Atıf Tığ as “a defense, which may be dedicated to the politicians who harped on the concepts of human rights, democracy and law”.

The cases brought against the perpetrators did not produce any results to impede the violations, due to the lack of independence of the judiciary and the legal arrangements, which obstructed a fair trial. However, some families applied to the administrative justice after the trials ended in acquittal and they could obtain compensation. In a trial of administrative misconduct, which ended in February 1998, the Ministry of Interior was ordered to pay compensation. The trial had been opened at İstanbul Administrative Court No. 3 in connection with the police raid against a house in Hasköy quarter of İstanbul on 26 November 1993, during which the youths named Selma Doğan and Erol Yalçın were killed. The Ministry of Interior was ordered to pay a compensation of TL 23 billion 500 million for pecuniary damages and TL 500 million for non-pecuniary damages. In the decision, it was stated that “the primary duty of the police is to protect the people and to apprehend the defendant alive whether he is a criminal or not and to surrender him to the judicial authorities and to take the necessary precautions so as to prevent the incidents from developing in this manner.” On 26 November 1993, the high school students named Selma Doğan and Erol Yalçın had been killed in a raid on a house in Hasköy and the police officials had claimed that those killed in the house had been members of the Revolutionary Left organization. A trial had been opened against 8 police officers at Beyoğlu Criminal Court No. 1 in 1994, and the police officers had been acquitted on 23 May 1995.

The following are some of the examples of the trials which were opened, or which were under way or which ended in 1997 in connection with the cases of extra-judicial execution:

The trial opened against 23 police officers who took part in the house raid in which 6 people (including two children and one police officer) died in Küçükdikili town of Adana on 8 August 1996, continued at Adana Criminal Court No. 2 on 20 January. In the hearing, the prosecutor summed up the case and demanded the acquittal of the police officers in charge at the Political Branch. The trial ended on 27 January, and the police officers, for whom originally imprisonment terms between 2 and 5 years had been sought, were acquitted on the ground that “the crime was committed during the performance of duty” (TPC 49). The names of the police officers were: Hüsnü Ceylan, Mustafa Gümüş, Eren Mendar, Osman Soyuer, Murat Esertürk, İsmail Ercan, Ahmet Dinçer, Osman Ertuğrul, Murat Zeren, Yaşar Tütüncü, Hasan İnce, İsa Yılmaz, Mustafa Kayma, Tacettin Çelebi, Haşim Sayın, Ejder Terlikçi, Muhittin Uymaz, Nuh Songül, İbrahim Kalan, Haydar Erol, Şükrü Bozkaya, Gürbüz Başar and Erdinç Emecan. During the raid, Rıdvan Altun (22), Abdurrahman Sarı (27), Ömer Bayram (25), Dilan Bayram (3), Berivan Bayram (1.5) and Security Chief Nuri Kocabıyık (33) had been killed. Yeter Bayram, who had been wounded in the raid, was kept under arrest in Konya Prison for about 5 months, and released in January. 
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Yeter, who had lost one of her eyes in the raid, and was injured to her arms and feet, has not got over the shock yet. It is so hard to speak on this subject. Listening to her experiences is horrifying. While conversing with her, listening to her story, we learn a mourning story. Yeter, while mentioning this terrible night, is like speaking with her surviving eye. Her eye gets furious, her eye gets angry, her eye plunges into memories...

“... When the guns stopped I looked at companion (Heval) Ömer, [her husband] who was with me in the kitchen. Ömer bent double with infirmity; he grew pale. He was sitting against the window. A special team member came close to the window. He targeted the chest of Ömer and shot him. Ömer fell down with one bullet. I took my two children, Dilan and Berivan in my arms, and then they began to fire on us at random. I fell back. I didn’t hear the voice of my children. When I tried to pull them towards me I understood that they both had been martyred. I was wearing black baggy trousers, pieces of the brains of Dilan and Berivan stuck at my baggy trousers...”

After a pause she went on slowly: “I hadn’t lost consciousness yet. My surviving son Gökhan began to cry, ‘You killed my mother, you killed my father’. By frightening my son, they said: ‘We didn’t kill your father and mother. The terrorists killed them’. After shooting at us they began to applaud. They screamed happily. Then I fainted.”

She talked about her experiences but her heart was like a boiling cauldron, storms broke out in her heart we understood this from her eyes, and from her shivering voice. Everybody looks at Yeter with terrible eyes. The anguish of Yeter was very clear. Yeter said that she was cuffed to the bed when she was in hospital; the policemen staying near her were telling, “She is a terrorist. She killed our policemen. While she was throwing the bomb, it exploded in her hands, and she was wounded.” And they had provoked the people around against her. After having been remanded, Yeter had been delivered by the soldiers to the police.

Yeter was not directly brought to prison from hospital; she was kept in the inmate ward of hospital for 15 days and subjected to many inhuman practices there: “The soldiers did not allow anybody to accompany me. In the meantime, I couldn’t stand up and go to the toilet. I excreted in my bed, I had to lie in bed in such a contaminated situation, without having been cleaned.” The soldiers did not let her to have a bath. They said, “Let her writhe with pain.”

Yeter, who was forced to get on the prison van with stretcher while being transferred to Konya Prison, could stand up after lying for a long time patiently. The female prisoners in the prison took care of Yeter; they covered her wound and provided her needs. Yeter was careful not to speak about her longing for her children and husband. She only said, “I can’t forget them. They were all my life. My hatred and grudge increased.” (Demokrasi, 27.1.97) 

KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ

The trial opened against 5 police officers for killing Serap Macit Kolukırık, claimed to be “a member of Turkish Revolution Party (TDP),” during a raid on a house at Faik Bey Street on İnönü Street in Maltepe quarter of İstanbul on 19 November 1993, concluded at İstanbul Kartal Criminal Court No. 2 on 7 February. Security Chief Şefik Kul, in charge of the Political Branch, and the police officers named Salih Tonga, Yunus Yıldırgan, Ercan Çetinkaya and Mustafa Altunok were acquitted on the grounds that “they acted within the framework of the Law on Police Powers and Authorities.” Besides, the objection raised by Lawyer Gülizar Tuncer against the decision of non-prosecution issued for Chief Superintendent Mustafa Kurtaş and police officers named Metin Avan, Metin Şenol, Mahmut Yıldız, Mustafa Sara, Ramazan Ayar, Zülfikar Çiftçi and Salih Şahin, was rejected by Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 2. Meanwhile, Serap Kolukırık’s husband Ramazan Macit was fined TL 388,333 by Kartal Penal Court No. 1 on charges of “insulting a public servant” in the trial opened against him for using in his official complaint after the raid adjectives like “professional murderer” and “torturer” for then-İstanbul Security Director Necdet Menzir. Lawyer Gülizar Tuncer said on the acquittal of the police officers that the guns used in the incident were not found, the empty bullet cartridges and bullet cores were not examined, and the statements by the police officers and the security directorate had been taken as sufficient in this respect. Lawyer Tuncer stated that the defendant police officers had obscured the evidence, and that new legal arrangements on the powers of security forces to resort to guns “encouraged the police officers and the judicial authorities which will issue decisions on this subject.” The Court of Cassation confirmed the acquittal of the defendant police officers.

KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI 

As a result of the autopsy, it was found out that Serap Macit Kolukırık was killed with 8 bullets, one in the head. Lawyer Eren Keskin, the Secretary of the HRA İstanbul Branch, who held a press conference on 25 November 1993 in connection with the house raid, denoted that they conducted an investigation around the raided house, that the door of the house was not broken, but on the door were 15 bullet entries. Eren Keskin stated that there were 6 holes on the walls, which were made by the lava bullets: “The eyewitnesses told us that they did not hear the ‘surrender call’.” Gülizar Tuncer stated during the press meeting: “When we investigated the corpse after the autopsy, we saw that Serap had first been shot by a single bullet in her neck and then shot at random. There were bullet entries on her right and left hip and on her abdomen. We guess that she was shot from close distance. We asked forensic experts about it. They told us that they could not determine the distance of shots since the corpse had been brought naked.”

 KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ

The trial opened against 3 police officers at Kartal Criminal Court No. 2 on 5 August 1993 in connection with the killing of İbrahim Yalçın, a DHKP-C militant, in Kartal quarter of İstanbul on 24 April 1993, ended in acquittal on 8 July. The lawyers from the People’s Law Office referred the case file to the Court of Cassation on 28 July. Following the autopsy, it was reported that most of 11 bullets, which hit İbrahim Yalçın, had been fired from close distance with the purpose to kill. During the trial, it had been established that 4 bullet cores taken out of the corpse of İbrahim Yalçın had been fired from the pistols of the police officers named Şefik Kul, Şevket Yılgın and Ayhan Çarkın. During the investigation and the prosecution, eyewitnesses stated that fire had been opened without “surrender call.” Moreover, it was claimed that the police officers had threatened İbrahim Yalçın, who had been in prison prior to the incident, with death. 

The trial opened against police officers Ayhan Çarkın, Eyüp Şen and Şevket Yılgın in 1994 for killing Nurten Demir and İsmail Akarçeşme, who were claimed to be “members of the “Revolutionary-Left,” in a house raid in Kasımpaşa, İstanbul, on the night of 13 July 1992, ended in acquittals at Beyoğlu Criminal Court No. 1 on 24 November. The police officers were on trial without arrest. The decision of acquittals was justified on the ground that “the defendants had fulfilled the legal provisions in accordance with the their authorities.” 

KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI 

Some police officers were put on trial for a number of extra-judicial executions. For instance, Ayhan Çarkın, who was put on trial at İstanbul SSC in connection with the Susurluk accident and in connection with the killing of Ömer Lütfü Topal, known to the public as “tycoon of casinos,” on 28 July 1996, is also on trial in connection with a number of trials of “extra-judicial execution”. Some cases of extra-judicial execution in which Çarkın was prosecuted are as follows: İbrahim İlçi, Bilal Karakaya (İstanbul Criminal Court No. 4, the trial was opened in 1994, and ended in acquittal); Bedri Yağan, Gürcan Özgür, Menekşe Meral, Rıfat Kasap, Asiye Fatma Kasap (Kartal Criminal Court No. 1, 1993, ended in acquittal); İbrahim Yalçın (Kartal Criminal Court No. 2, 1993, ended in acquittal); İbrahim Yalçın Arıkan, Avni Turan, Recai Dinçel (Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 2, 1994); Mustafa Bektaş (Üsküdar Criminal Court No. 1, 1997); Sabahat Karataş, Taşkın Usta, Eda Yüksel (Kayseri Criminal Court No. 2, 1996); Selma Çıtak, Mehmet Salgın, Sabri Atılmış, Hakan Kasa, Nebi Akyürek (İstanbul Criminal Court No. 7, 1994). 

KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ

The trial opened at Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 1 against 6 of the police officers who took part in the killing of the students named Uğur Yaşar Kılıç and Şengül Yıldıran during a house raid in Kadıköy, İstanbul, on 30 April 1993, on charges of “murder in a way to conceal the real assailant,” ended in acquittal on 11 December. The trial had been opened on 5 August 1993 against police officers named Abdullah Süzer, İsmail Hakkı Rizeli, Osman Ulukuz, Mehmet Demir, Ali Yener and Faruk Dönmez. In his testimony, Ergül Uzundiz, who was at home during the raid, had stated that Uğur Yaşar Kılıç and Şengül Yıldıran had no guns and the police officers had killed his friends intentionally.

Fifteen police officers against whom a trial had been opened in September 1996 for killing Meral Akpınar, Ayten Korkulu and Fuat Perk in a house raid in Soğanlı quarter of Bahçelievler, İstanbul, on 9 February 1996, were acquitted in the hearing held at İstanbul Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 3 on 29 December. A trial had been opened against police officers Şefik Kul, Süleyman Bolak, Ayhan Özkan, Hüseyin Doğrul, Erol Tekten, Yavuz Parlak, Çetin Yeşilbaş, Savaş Akın, Nihat Çulhaoğlu, Şevket Yılgın, Talip Kaya, Abdülkadir Dilber, Ali Ersan, Salih Palamir and Ahmet Turan Taşkent, in September 1996; however, in the indictment, it was demanded that the police officers should be acquitted on the grounds of “committing the crime while on duty” (TPC 49). The court board agreed with the demand by the Prosecution Office, and acquitted the police officers. Filiz Bozuoğlu, a lawyer from the People’s Law Office, took the floor in the hearing held on 14 July, and stated that some of the police officers, for whom the prosecutor demanded acquittals from the start, had formerly participated in such operations. Bozuoğlu maintained that Süleyman Bolak had participated in operations in which 24 people had been killed; Ayhan Özkan had participated in operations in which 32 people had been killed; Abdülkadir Dilber had participated in operations in which 56 people had been killed; and Şefik Kul had participated in operations in which 17 people had been killed. The trial is pending at the European Court of Human Rights.

KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI 

In the official statement on the raid made at noon on 9 February, it was claimed, “the house was used as a base by DHKP-C militants, three people who opened fire on the police were killed in the short fight, and five pistols were found in the house”. On the other hand, Ercan Kanar, Chairman of the HRA İstanbul Branch, said that the raid was a typical extra-judicial execution. He said that the three people were killed in a short time like 10 minutes: “When we pay attention to the timing of the event, the bullet holes on the wall and the situation of the corpses, the declaration by the police that ‘They opened fire disobeying the call for surrender’ is hard to believe. Furthermore, even if those at home open fire, the security forces are well equipped so as to apprehend them alive. The Law on Police Powers and Authorities is being implemented as a law of destruction of opponents.” An autopsy was performed on the corpses under the supervision of Fatih Public Prosecutor Sedat Çakar on 11 February. Filiz Bozuoğlu, a lawyer from the People’s Law Office, emphasized the fact that the autopsy report contained no explanation about the clothes: “When we talked to Abdurrahman Erdoğan, Bakırköy Public Prosecutor, who conducted the search on the spot, we learnt that the clothes were not taken to the deposit. Prosecutor Erdoğan said that he would immediately make sure that the clothes were taken to the deposit. This shows that the investigation has been conducted with lack of seriousness and in a biased manner. Clothes are important for the determination of the shooting distance.” Lawyer Filiz Bozuoğlu provided the following information on the autopsy results: “It is determined that the cause of death of Fuat Perk was ‘internal bleeding arising out of puncture of veins and viscera accompanied by surrounding fractures due to the injury by firearm bullets’; that of Meral Akpınar was ‘damage of the brain tissue, cerebral bleeding accompanied by cranial, vertebral and humerus fracture, and the internal bleeding and modular shock due to the injury by firearm bullets’; and that of Ayten Korkulu was ‘damage of brain tissue and cerebral bleeding accompanied by fractures of wrist, face and cranium due to the injury by firearm bullets’. No bullet has been taken from the body of Ayten Korkulu. Bullets have passed through her body. 8 bullets have passed through her skull. In addition, 7 bullets have passed through her body. And as for Meral Akpınar, 3 bullets were taken from the body, one of which was flattened from the front to the back and deformed completely, whose diameter could not be determined, and two of which were flattened, on which were traces of grooves and sets and which were cased. Moreover, 19 bullets have passed her body, mostly through the heart and the chest. In addition, there were many fractures of the skull arising from the bullets. A firearm bullet with a yellow case on which were traces of grooves and sets and one side of which lacked the case and nucleus was taken from the body of Fuat Perk. Moreover, a number of bullets passed through the heart and the chest, and beneath the chin, which was fatal. The Forensic Medicine reported that the corpses had been brought naked, their clothes had been taken and they did not know what happened to the clothes. The evaluation of the autopsy results revealed that the bullet traces concentrated particularly on fatal regions, therefore, it is obvious that no purpose of apprehending alive was in question.”

KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ

In March 1996, a trial was opened against 20 police officers in connection with the killing of Güner Şar, Özlem Kılıç and Hüseyin Arslan, during a house raid in Bağcılar quarter of İstanbul on 4 August 1994. The indictment demanded that the defendant security officers should be prosecuted on charges of “murder;” however, the self-defense provisions should be implemented on the grounds that “they complied with the orders and had to use guns during the clash.” The trial, which started at İstanbul Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 3 on 17 April 1996, ended in acquittal of the police officers on 10 October 1997. The names of the prosecuted police officers were: Ali Bulut, Mehmet Palaz, Dursun Ali Öztürk, Fethi Vuruşkan, Selim Orhan Doğan, Kadir Tan, Ergün Katı, Ali Ersan, Birol Abanoz, Mustafa Kazan, Mahmut Önder Topbaş, Sami Şen, Abdülkadir Dilber, Nur Zafer Altay, Ertan Kısacık, İlhami Çavuş, Ceylani Baydar, Mustafa Karabulut, Tarık Erbaş and Ramazan Ayan. 

The trial opened against 12 police officers in connection with the raid against a house in Nişantaşı quarter of İstanbul on 12 July 1991, which had resulted in the killings of İbrahim İlçi and Bilal Karakaya and wounding of İbrahim Göksel, on charges of “causing the death of several people in a manner to conceal the real assailant while performing their duties” at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 4, ended in acquittal on 13 November 1997. In the trial, security chief Ali Çetkin, chief superintendents İsmail Alıcı and Ali Bulut, superintendent Dursun Ali Öztürk, and police officers Ali Ersan, Mehmet Baki Avcı, Yaşar Uzun, Abdülkadir Dilber, Yaşar Karaçam, Yunus Yıldırgan, Hacı Güngör and Ayhan Çarkın were under prosecution.

In 1996, a trial was opened against special team member Soner Ağbaba, who had shot dead Mustafa Dölek during a house raid on 24 June 1995 in Cennetpınarı village of Pazarcık, Maraş. In the trial opened by Maraş Public Prosecution Office, Soner Ağbaba was indicted under a demanded imprisonment term up to 8 years on charges of “murder exceeding the limits of duty.” The trial continued outside Maraş, out of security reasons, and Soner Ağbaba, who was not arrested, was put on trial at Ankara Criminal Court No. 8. He testified at the hearing on 5 March and claimed that the incident was an accident, “Mustafa Dölek wanted to get hold of my weapon. Upon this, we started tussling. I had no intentions of killing him. I just fired at his legs”. For the intervening party lawyer Kazım Genç said, “The defendant says that he fired at his legs. But the reason for the death are the bullets in the chest and stomach. When Mustafa Dölek got shot to the legs and fell down, it was also fired at his chest. Besides, he was not hospitalized on time after he got wounded.” Drawing attention to the point that the charges related to “murder”, Kazım Genç demanded Soner Ağbaba to be arrested. The court did not accept this demand. In May 1998, Soner Ağbaba was sentenced to 1 year 1 month 10 days in prison, but the sentence was suspended.

KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI 

Special team members, who raided Küçük Cennetpınarı village in the morning on 24 June 1995, shot Mustafa Dölek dead at the door of his house. Then, it was claimed, “Mustafa Dölek was killed by a stray bullet while he was on the roof of his house watching the clash that had broken out in the village.” A rapid autopsy was performed on Mustafa Dölek. The autopsy report signed by physicians of Maraş State Hospital and the Public Prosecutor stated: “No gunshot wounds, no wounds by cutting or stabbing tools, and no blow traces were detected on the waist area of the corpse. The left leg of the corpse bears two inward and outward bullet holes. No bullet hole was detected on any other part of the corpse. The examination shows that the blood loss due to the bullet wounds on the left leg caused the death.” Sultan Dölek, the wife of Mustafa Dölek, objected to the autopsy report, and lodged an official complaint against the special team members. Upon this, a second autopsy was performed. The following was stated in the second report: “It was understood from the result of the autopsy that a bullet on the right side of the chest ad caused the death. The right part of the lung, liver and the other internal organs were pierced.”

KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ

The trial opened against 9 security officers who took part in a raid on a cafeteria in Perpa Business Center in Okmeydanı Square of İstanbul on 13 August 1993, resulting in the deaths of Selma Çıtak (22), Mehmet Salgın (21), Sabri Atılmış (16), Hasan Kasa (18) and Nebi Akyürek (27), on the accusations of “killing more than one person in a manner to conceal the real assailant,” continued in 1997. In the trial, opened at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 7 on 26 October 1994, the police officers against whom sentences up to 30 years in prison are sought were as follows: Ercüment Yılmaz (İstanbul Political Police Deputy Director), Ali Çetkin (Security Chief), Hasan Erdoğan (Superintendent), Hüseyin Doğrul, Ömer Kaplan, Ayhan Çarkın, Ayhan Özkan, Selim Kestik and Kadir Uçar. The People’s Law Office referred the trial to the European Court of Human Rights.

The trial opened against 19 police officers, including İbrahim Şahin (
) (Security General Directorate Special Team Department Former Deputy Director) and İstanbul Security Deputy Director Reşat Altay, (
) in connection with the killing of Sabahat Karataş, Taşkın Usta and Eda Yüksel in Çiftehavuzlar quarter of İstanbul on 16-17 April 1992, continued in 1997, as well. The trials, which started at Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 2 in 1995, was transferred by Chamber No. 10 of the Court of Cassation to Kayseri Criminal Court out of “security reasons” in 1996. The number of the defendants rose to 22, when police officers Ayhan Çarkın, Salih Tonga and Yaşar Karaçam were included as defendants. In the course of the investigation, Kadıköy Public Prosecution Office received the testimonies of the families of the victims and the eyewitnesses within one week after the incident, yet it asked for the testimonies of the defendant police officers in November 1994, and all of the testimonies could be received by March 1995. The first hearing of the trial was held on 15 June 1995, 3 years 2 months after the incident had taken place. However, the Prosecution Office brought a case against the driver who had carried the police officers to the spot, but excluded the police officers who had participated in the operation and whose names the witnesses had mentioned in the statements. The Prosecution Office had to prepare an additional indictment and put the remaining police officers on trial, upon objections raised by the intervening lawyers. The trial continued at Kayseri Criminal Court No. 2 in 1997 and 1998. The demands by the intervening parties that the police officers should be arrested and the trial should be transferred to İstanbul were always rejected. The police officers on trial are: Reşat Altay, İbrahim Şahin, A. Vasfi Kara, Abdullah Dindar, Mehmet Şakir Öngel, İsmail Alıcı, Adnan Taşdemir, Ruhi Fırat, Aslan Pala, Mehmet Düzgün, Adalet Üzüm, Mehmet Baki Avcı, Şenel Kahraman, Ömer Mesut Yağcıoğlu, Ali Türken, İsmail Türk, Yahya Kemal Gezer, Zülfikar Çiftçi and Sönmez Alp. (
)

In the meantime, a trial was opened against Ziya Özdemir, former Kadıköy Chief of Police, and against 15 police officers in connection with the killing of Ayşe Nil Ergen and Ayşe Gülen (Uzunhasanoğlu) during their raid on a house in Kozyatağı, İstanbul, on the same date on charges of “killing a person in a manner to conceal the real assailant.” The trial started at Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 1 on 12 November. The session was closed to the press. The accused police officers did not attend the hearing. No clues were found in the house, where Gülen and Ergen were killed, in the inspection of the court board on 21 July 1992 as implying an armed clash between the dwellers and the police. Besides, the inspectors established that there were no guns and explosives in the house. In the hearing held on 3 February 1998, it was demanded that the trial should be referred to another city due to the “security reasons.” The trial is still under way.

The trial opened at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 5 in connection with the killing of Lawyer Fuat Erdoğan, İsmet Erdoğan and Elmas Yalçın by raiding Arzum Cafe in Beşiktaş, İstanbul, on 28 September 1994, continued in 1997. In the hearing held on 10 July, intervening lawyer Efkan Bolaç submitted the case files concerning the defendant police officers, which had been sent to the European Court of Human Rights in connection with the cases of torture, and executions they are involved in. In the hearing held on 3 December, intervening lawyers and the relatives of the victims demanded that the police officers should be arrested and prosecuted on charges of “premeditated murder.” Intervening lawyer Muhittin Köylüoğlu reminded of the statement by Mehmet Ağar, “We have conducted 1000 operations,” and said: “Is this one of 1000 operations? Indeed the state is on trial here, since Ağar states that everything is done within explicit approval by the MGK.” The trial is still under way at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 5.

In 1997, a trial was opened at İstanbul Üsküdar Criminal Court No. 1 against the police officers named Servet Sarıkaya, Mahir Katırcı, Yesutay Aksakal, Ayhan Özkan, Ayhan Çarkın, Ramazan Ayan, and Halil Menengeç in connection with the killing of a DHKP-C militant named Mustafa Bektaş during a raid by the police in Çamlıca quarter of İstanbul on 10 April 1996. In the official statement made following the incident, it was claimed that 2 pistols were found on Mustafa Bektaş. 

The trial which was opened against police officers Birol Mıdık, Abdurrahman Yolcu and Aytekin Kayhan on charges of “murder in a way to conceal the real assailant” and “intentional murder,” under demand of sentences between 12 years and 15 years in prison in connection with the killing of İrfan Ağdaş, a distributor for Kurtuluş newspaper, on 13 May 1996, started at Eyüp Criminal Court on 17 June. Aynur Bedir, an eyewitness who was heard in the hearing, disclosed that Ağdaş had no gun and the police had shot him in the back. She stated that she had laid herself on him when he had been wounded but the police officers had flung her, and taken him into the police car as he was alive. However, the Presiding Judge rebuked her by saying, “Until now you have not said this on any occasion, why did you come today and give such a testimony?” Upon this, Lawyer Metin Narin took the floor and said that Eyüp Public Prosecution Office and Eyüp Penal Court had rejected their offer to hear her as an eyewitness. The defendants came to the court hall during the hearing held on 9 September, but they did not attend the hearing for “security reasons.” And the police did not allow the journalists to follow the hearing. The court board decided to apply to İstanbul Governorate in order to learn if they would assure the security, and to refer the case file to the Court of Cassation on the demand that the trial should be heard in another province. The Court of Cassation rejected this demand in March 1998. 

Although the firing police officers transmitted messages such as “We are trapped,” and “We have shot down a person holding a parcel in hand,” the investigation on the spot revealed that there were no guns, not on İrfan Ağdaş, nor anywhere on the spot. Afterwards, it was claimed that İrfan Ağdaş had been killed in the clash that had broken out when he had fired upon the “stop warning.” On 16 May 1996, Eyüp Public Prosecution Office, which investigated the case upon the official complaint raised by his relatives, concluded, “the police officers used guns in order to render him ineffective when he drew his gun.” The Prosecution Office issued a decision of non-authorization on the grounds that the incident had taken place while the police officers had been “on duty,” and referred the case file to Eyüp District Governorate. Upon this, the relatives of Ağdaş and their lawyers appealed to Eyüp Criminal Court on 24 May, demanding that the decision be annulled. Lawyer Metin Narin stated that the act of the police officers could not be regarded with the context of the Law on Prosecution of Public Servants, and added, “According to Article 154 § 3 of the Code of Criminal Proceedings, the investigation should be carried out and the trial should directly be brought by the Prosecution Office. Here, the act and the action are investigated, and this case has the status of an ordinary crime.”

Gazi quarter - Ümraniye incidents

Reverberations of the bloody incidents that took place in Gazi quarter of Gaziosmanpaşa and 1 Mayıs (Mustafakemalpaşa) quarter of Ümraniye, İstanbul, in March 1995, continued in 1997. The approach of protecting the security officers regardless of their crimes also prevailed in the trial opened against 20 security officers in connection with the killing of 19 people in Gazi quarter. The relatives of the victims and the public insistently followed the proceeding, which led to the arrest of some of the defendant police officers in September 1997.

In Gazi quarter, fire was opened at coffee houses that were frequented by Alevites and leftists in the night of 12 March 1995. During the attack, Halil Kaya (61) was killed, 19 people were wounded. The assailants also killed Mesut Efe, the driver of the taxi they had abducted. Subsequently a protest demonstration was held with the participation of thousands of people. The police opened fire on the crowd, killing 15 people and wounding over 300 others. Besides, two women were burnt to death in a vehicle, which was pelted with Molotov cocktail, and 2 persons were wounded. The police also opened fire on the people during the demonstration held in 1 Mayıs quarter of Ümraniye on 15 March 1995, and killed 5 people and wounded 24 others. The people killed during the incidents were: Halil Kaya, Mesut Efe, Mehmet Gündüz, Reis Kopal, Zeynep Poyraz, Mümtaz Kaya, Ali Yıldırım, Fadime Bingöl, Sezgin Engin, Fevzi Tunç, Dilek Sevinç, Dinçer Yılmaz, Hasan Sel, Hasan Ersüren, Hasan Gürgen, Hüseyin Bilal, Mehmet Özgür, Şefika Sevi, Gülistan Sevimlikurt, İsmail Baltacı, Hasan Tuyan, İsmihan Yüksel, Genco Demir, Hakan Çabuk.

The trial, which was launched by İstanbul Public Prosecution Office, was referred to Trabzon Criminal Court by the Court of Cassation, upon an application to the Ministry of Justice by İstanbul Governorate and İstanbul Public Prosecution Office, on the grounds that “security could not be maintained” in İstanbul. The prosecution of police officers Süleyman Memişçi, Ali Doğan, Adem Albayrak, Metin Gündoğan, Hamdi Özata, Hasan Yavuz, İsa Bostan, Sedat Özenir, Hayrullah Şişman, Metin Çakmaz, Yakup Murat, Uğur Duran, İbrahim Serdar, Orhan Durmuş, Mehmet Türk, Mustafa Keleş, Selçuk Biçer, Ali Ulukaş, Yetkin Korkut and Ahmet Türkmen started at Trabzon Criminal Court on 15 November 1996. The trial was ceased during this first hearing, on the grounds that the police officers had been on duty during the incident and thus the proceeding should have been carried out in line with the Law on Prosecution of Public Servants. The court referred the case file to İstanbul Governorate.

The intervening lawyers objected the decision of stopping the trial, and the case file was referred to Chamber No. 1 of the Court of Cassation, which overruled the objection, and sent the case file to the Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation without examining it. However, the Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation concluded that the Chamber No. 1’s decision was wrong, and referred the case file to the General Penal Board of the Court of Cassation, which sent the case file to the “closest court,” Rize Criminal Court, to comment on the place of the trial. Rize Criminal Court lifted the decision of ceasing the trial, concluding that the trial should be heard at Trabzon Criminal Court. The trial started again on 16 September 1997. In this hearing, the court board decided to remand Adem Albayrak, Hamdi Özata, Hasan Yavuz, Sedat Özenir, Hayrullah Şişman, Metin Çakmaz, Mehmet Gündoğan and İsa Bostan. These police officers later surrendered. Hamdi Özata, Hasan Yavuz and Metin Çakmaz surrendered in October, Adem Albayrak, Mehmet Gündoğan and Hayrullah Şişman on 4 November, and Sedat Özenir at a later date. It was found out that İsa Bostan was doing his military service in Cyprus. 

KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA

Hanefi Avcı, Deputy Chairman of the Intelligence Department of the Chief Security Directorate, made a statement on the incidents in Gazi quarter of İstanbul in a TV program broadcast on the private TV channel Show TV on 8 July. He said that not left-wing organizations but the “counter-guerrilla” was responsible for the incidents in Gazi quarter. He asserted that an official in charge at the National Intelligence Organization (MIT), Korkut Eken, who was mentioned as “commander” by Rahim Muhammed, who surrendered to the police in Russia, had headed the perpetrators. Hanefi Avcı said: “I have my doubts about the incidents. These incidents were not the deeds of left-wing terrorist organizations. They do not follow such a pattern. As it is known, there was no right-wing organization involved in the incidents. We have clarified many incidents in İstanbul. We’ve captured terrorists from the left through right to pro-Islamic groups. Nevertheless, we were not able to capture the perpetrators of the incidents in Gazi. We cannot find the assailants. It is possible that a group like the so-called ‘Susurluk Gang’ was involved in this case.” Hanefi Avcı implied that the incidents in Gazi quarter were incited by Mahmut Yıldırım nicknamed “Yeşil” (Green) from the Susurluk gang. The statements by Hanefi Avcı led to great discussions. Subsequently, the relatives of those killed in Gazi incidents filed official complaints against Mahmut Yıldırım and other state officials whose names had been mentioned in the incident. About 10 days later, Hanefi Avcı declared his statements to be false by saying, “I only said I have such an intelligence, this should be investigated.” In the hearing held on 16 September, the intervening lawyers emphasized the statements by Hanefi Avcı and demanded that they should be investigated.

KUTU BİT KUTU BİT KUTU BİT KUTU BİT KUTU BİT

Another peculiarity of the trial was the withdrawal of Hüseyin İmamoğlu, the Presiding Judge of Trabzon Criminal Court, from the case, stating, “I was on the side of the accused police officers.” (
) In his petition dated 23 May 1997, İmamoğlu regarded the massacre in Gazi as “the rebellion by the organizations against the state,” and justified his bias on the ground that his nephew had been “killed by illegal organizations.” İmamoğlu related the incident which made him biased as follows: “On 14 August 1993, in a mountainous are in Zara district of Sıvas, my nephew Yavuz Kemal Cihan İmamoğlu, the son of my elderly brother Avni Şenol, born in 1968, was put on trial in a people’s court, killed and buried by TKP/ML TİKKO, TKP-GKP, MLKP, ERNK-PKK, HSİ, DHKP-C specified in the indictment. Due to this incident, I was in animosity between my family and the murdered-injured party. Therefore, I cannot rule in an objective, unbiased, and neutral manner in this trial.”

In his petition, İmamoğlu said: “I am not unbiased and objective. I am subjective and biased. I am on the side of the police officers under prosecution in our court in connection with the Gazi quarter incidents. I vote for them.” İmamoğlu also claimed that his life was at risk. The demand by Hüseyin İmamoğlu to withdraw was accepted and he was appointed to Samsun; in his place, Dursun Kaya Güleç was assigned as Presiding Judge of Trabzon Criminal Court. Afterwards, a complaint was filed at the Supreme Board of Judges and Prosecutors against Hüseyin İmamoğlu. In the application made by Gazi-Ümraniye Legal Commission established within the ÇHD, it was stated that Hüseyin İmamoğlu had left the trial hanging in the air, and did not record a progress in the trial. It was maintained that İmamoğlu had been biased from the beginning, and intentionally left the trial pending to delay justice.

The relatives of the victims, who went to Trabzon from İstanbul in order to attend the hearings, were stopped, prevented, detained or searched at the entrance of Trabzon before almost every hearing. Following the hearing held on 15 December, they were stoned by a group of MHP followers. Subsequently, the intervening lawyers filed an official complaint against Trabzon Governor, Trabzon Chief of Police and the police officers who failed to take security measures. Lawyers also demanded that a new application should be filed at the Ministry of Justice for transferring the trial to a place close to İstanbul. Upon application by the court, the General Directorate of Penal Affairs of the Ministry of Justice applied to the Court of Cassation with demand that the trial should be referred to another province for “security reasons.” The Court of Cassation evaluated the demand by the Ministry of Justice in March 1998. Although Chief Public Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation approved it, Chamber No. 10 of the Court of Cassation declined the demand. In the decision by the Court of Cassation, it was stated: “In case the significant reasons which may prevent the security forces from performing their duties during a trial are not tangibly established, transferal of the trial to another province for security reasons should not be demanded. The reason of transfer is specified as the difficulty for the witnesses and the intervening parties to go to Trabzon. This is not a reason for the transfer as specified in the Code of Criminal Procedures.” 

The trial in which 20 police officers are under prosecution on charges of “killing people in a manner to exceed the limits of self-defense and to conceal the assailants” with demand of imprisonment to not less than 24 years is still under way. At the end of 1997 Adem Albayrak was the only arrested defendant. 

In the meantime, the investigation started against 234 police officers and gendarmes in connection with the killing of 5 people and wounding of 24 people when fire was opened on the demonstrators on 15 March protesting the incidents in Ümraniye 1 Mayıs quarter and Gazi quarter ended in non-prosecution. The decision by Üsküdar Public Prosecution Office dated 26 August, was issued on the ground that “the guns fired the bullets could not be determined.” Also it was stated that some witnesses said that people in civilian clothes had opened fire on the group, and some witnesses stated that police officers had opened fire, but this was not confirmed by the ballistic examination.

Several trials for compensation were opened by the relatives of those killed in the incidents against the Ministry of Interior Affairs. In its defense sent to İstanbul Administrative Court No. 5 in January in connection with these trials, the Ministry of Interior Affairs stated: “The relatives of the claimants committed crimes against the state and resisted the security forces. It is contrary to the law and the general principles of law for the state to pay compensation to such people. Those who violate laws may only be subjected to penalties, not be paid compensation.” In the communication sent by Legal Counselor Governor Akif Tığ, it was claimed that fire was opened on the demonstrators from the buildings around, and the police officer opened fire in the air only. Meanwhile, the trial for compensation for pecuniary and non-pecuniary damages opened by the relatives of Mehmet Gündüz, one of the victims in Gazi quarter in March 1995, ended on 20 October 1998. İstanbul Administrative Court No. 1 “found an overall responsibility of the state” and ruled on a compensation of 9 billion TL (8 billion TL for pecuniary and 1 billion TL for non-pecuniary damages). 

The re-trial of 100 defendants, who were prosecuted without arrest on the accusations of “holding an unauthorized demonstration” during the incidents in 1995, started at Gaziosmanpaşa Penal Court No. 1 on 29 January 1996, after the Court of Cassation had quashed the ruling in the original trial. In the hearing held on 13 March, the presiding judge disclosed that the case file was referred to the Ministry of Justice with a decision taken on 9 February 1996 upon Gaziosmanpaşa District Governorate and İstanbul Governorate’s demand that the case file should be sent to another province for “security reasons.” The Court of Cassation decided that the trial should be held at Afyon Penal Court. The trial is still under way in Afyon.

In the “General Security Evaluation Meeting” in February, Security General Director Alaaddin Yüksel claimed, “certain groups intentionally try to weaken the police”, and said: “The police officers who are humiliated through claims, imputations and slanders cannot protect even the right to life, let alone rights of humanity.” Yüksel claimed, “the attacks against the police” are in fact against the rule of law and the citizens: “In Turkey, it is flawed and deliberate to view police officers as opposing human rights. This is an evident plot. We know it. The purpose of visual and conceptual confusion is to intimidate the people and undermine the public authority, and finally to impair the indivisibility of the Republic of Turkey. Those who attempt to intimidate the people and divide our state should know that the hammer of the Turkish police will crash them down. Nor will they find solace in the world, let alone Turkey.”

The following is the information on those killed in extra-judicial executions in 1997 and the related developments: 

b) Raids on houses and offices

01) Murat Akman (23)

In the clashes between the security forces and the PKK militants who raided Savur district of Mardin at night on 19 January, a police officer named Yunus Kurt and a soldier named Nuri Tavşanoğlu died and a police officer and 3 people were wounded. Following the clashes, special team members and police officers raided a house in Devlet quarter. Murat Akman was killed during the raid. Mardin Police HQ claimed that Murat Akman was “one of the PKK militants who participated in the attack in Savur.” His mother Hazal Akman said that the police officers, breaking into the house at about 7am, executed her son by shooting subsequent to a short search in the house. She said that the prosecutor and other officials, who arrived at the house 5 hours after the incident, prepared the “death report” without asking any questions to them. Following the incident, HRA Mersin Branch conducted an investigation in Savur. In the investigation report disclosed by Lawyer Eren Keskin, Deputy Chairwoman of the HRA, on 25 January, the killing of Murat Akman was described as “an open execution.” According to the report, Akman’ neighbors said “No clash took place in the house.” Akman’s father gave an account of the incident as follows: “After the clash, an operation was launched. Special team members and police officers came to search my house. They separated all the members of the family, and asked my son if he was Murat, and shot him dead in the room. After executing Murat by shooting, they started to fire at the walls to pretend a clash between him and themselves. They took photographs, after having left a Kalashnikof and three clips beside the corpse. Then we looked at the corpse of my son and saw that DM 5,000 and a golden ring on him had vanished.” In the report, it was stated that Akman completed his military service in Şırnak and was discharged 5 months ago, Savur District Governorate issued him a green card for his medical treatment and he got married two months before he was killed. In connection with the killing of Murat Akman, an application was filed with Mardin Provincial Administration Board for the prosecution of the special team member Erdinç Güngör and the police officers Yunus Kıllıboz, Faruk Akkamış and Tayyip Soylu on 17 December. The Board decided on “non-prosecution” on 24 December. The trial, which was opened by the relatives of Murat Akman at the Council of State against Mardin Provincial Administration Board following the decision, is still under way. On 18 March, an application was filed with the European Commission of Human Rights in connection with the killing of Murat Akman.

02) Erdinç Coşkun (41)

Erdinç Coşkun, who killed his friend Cengiz Özşeker and a police officer named Ayhan Tanrıverdi, and wounded the police officers Şahin Polat and Mehmet Erdim, a special team member and deputy superintendent named Ünsal Hayal, and a superintendent in the political branch, named Ali İhsan Bulut in İzmir on 26 January, was shot dead during the raid on his house in Alsancak quarter. The police officers did not try to apprehend him alive.

03) Kamuran Özcan (18)

During a raid by the police on a house at Duvarcı Adem Street, Turan Street, Beyoğlu–Tarlabaşı quarter of İstanbul on 5 February, high school student Kamuran Özcan was killed and 2 people were detained. Hülya Yıldırım, one of the detainees, was reportedly wounded to her hands and feet. The eyewitnesses stated that the police broke down the door to enter the house and there was no clash during the incident. The eyewitnesses said that Kamuran Özcan was killed on the roof, and a person was shot while attempting to enter the house, and a person who was attempting to flee from the balcony fell from the balcony and was wounded. Anatolian News Agency claimed that those in the house were “members of the TKP/ML TİKKO organization.” In a press conference held on 7 February, İstanbul Chief of Police Ramazan Er claimed that Kamuran Özcan and 7 detained people (2 of whom were detained in the aforesaid house and 5 subsequently), were “members of Turkish Communist Party/Marxist-Leninist Union (TKP/ML-B),” and “opened fire when ‘invited to surrender.’ On the other hand, the statement made by Democratic Struggle Platform on 6 February included the following questions: “Why was the execution specified as a clash called as ‘explosion’ in the police walkie-talkies? Did they know who was living in the house raided? Why were the names not disclosed? Why did İstanbul Chief of Police Ramazan Er and Beyoğlu Prosecutor on Duty, who carried out investigations on the spot, not make a statement on the ID cards? Why was the press not allowed to see the house following the incident? Why was it sealed immediately? The gun next to the person killed on the roof belonged to whom? If the person killed was in a clash, why did he mantle a silencer to the gun? Why did the police chief not make a statement on the organization the flat belonged to which it claimed to be a ‘safe-house’? If it was not known to what organization this flat belonged, why was a raid carried out? Was it not possible to apprehend the person alive? Although the person in front of the door was unarmed, why was he shot?” In the statement made by HRA İstanbul Branch, it was emphasized that there was no justification for the raid. Özcan was buried in Mersin on 9 February. The police attacked those who participated in the funeral.

04) Hacı Kaçmaz

Hacı Kaçmaz, who was wounded by soldiers during the raid on Gömmetaş (Zilan) village of Ergani, Diyarbakır, at around 10pm on 12 February, died on the way to hospital. Şefik Kaçmaz and Mehmet Kaçmaz, who were wounded during the raid, were taken for medical treatment to Diyarbakır State Hospital. Şefik Kaçmaz claimed that the person who opened fire during the raid was Şevket Nazlı, the secretary of Ergani Public Prosecution Office. He related the incident as follows: “Mecit Kaçmaz and Şevket Nazlı had a quarrel in the morning on the day of the incident. Afterwards, my brother returned to the village. The soldiers raided our village at about 8pm. There was a masked and armed person in the armored vehicle. Non-commissioned officer Mehmet Çetin took us out of our house, saying that they were looking for my brother. At that moment, the masked person got out of the armored vehicle, and opened fire at us. I went toward him, and when I took off his mask I saw that he was Şevket Nazlı. I took his gun. However, I had been wounded. The non-commissioned officer beat me and took the gun.” Şefik Kaçmaz also stated that the soldiers randomly raked the village: “They did not allow anybody to approach those wounded. Afterwards, they took us to Ergani State Hospital. My brother Hacı died on the way to the hospital.” Mehmet Kaçmaz was arrested on 18 February. And Şevket Nazlı, who was arrested following the incident, was released on 13 March. When Şevket Nazlı was released, father Hayri Kaçmaz applied in writing to HRA Diyarbakır Branch, Diyarbakır Chief Public Prosecution Office and Minister of Justice Şevket Kazan on 13 March, and demanded that an unbiased prosecutor should be commissioned and a new investigation should be conducted. Hayri Kaçmaz said: “As a father, I am deeply grieved. This incident undermines the public conception of justice in Ergani and Diyarbakır. We want the Ministry of Justice to take over the investigation of the incident and commission an inspector. Ergani Prosecution Office claims that the gendarmerie caused a death due to carelessness and imprudence. But my son was shot with two bullets. The soldiers who arrived in the village early in the morning following the incident collected the empty bullet cartridges and thus removed the evidences. However, since there was a layer of snow on the ground, they could not collect all of them. We found several cartridges. These were from G-3 rifle. Since I do not trust Ergani Prosecution Office, I would like to give them to the Criminal Court.” 

05) Nurettin Demir (18) 

Nurettin Demir, who allegedly tried to hang a placard at the 4th Street of Esenler quarter of İstanbul, was shot and wounded. Nurettin Demir, born in Tunceli, died in Haseki Hospital. Police officials claimed that Nurettin Demir had been a “member of the Revolutionary Communists Union of Turkey (TİKB)” and he had started running away when the police came to the scene, and finally committed suicide in a basement flour of a building at the 34th Street, using his own gun. Although the police authorities stated that he had died with a bullet entering on the left side of the head, lawyer Ali Durmuş, who observed the autopsy, said that he had been shot with a bullet on the right side of the head. During an investigation on the spot by HRA İstanbul Branch, eyewitnesses said that two other people had been detained in a coal cellar next to the basement Demir had been killed, and they had not heard a “surrender” call by the police. No bullet trace was observed, but a bloodstained sack containing sawdust. CHP Deputy General Secretary Sinan Yerlikaya made a statement following the incident: “Nurettin Demir was chased by the police officers as he was hanging placards. Then the police claimed that he fled to a basement floor and committed suicide there. This is an extra-judicial execution.”

06) ... ...

07) ... ...
Two people were killed and one police officer was wounded in the raid carried out against a house in Fatih quarter of Bağlar district of Diyarbakır at around 4pm on 10 May. It was asserted that 2 people, one of whom was wounded, had been detained in the raided house. Police authorities claimed that the killed people were PKK militants with nicknames “Agir” and “Hakkı”. Yet, in the statement made afterwards, it was claimed that they were adherents of “radical pro-Islamic Hezbollah organization.”

08) Selahattin Üçkardeş (26)

Selahattin Üçkardeş and a police officer named Fadıl Şişman died in a house raid in Esenyurt quarter of İstanbul. Fadıl Şişman had reportedly been killed when the police who raided the house of Şahin Han at Kemal Paşa Street in Esenyurt Örnek quarter at midnight on 21 May was confronted with immediate fire just as they opened the door. Selahattin Üçkardeş was killed at the end of the clash, which started then and went on for 15 minutes. The owner of the house, Şahin Han, and 2 people, who were reportedly dwelling in a house in the vicinity, were detained. Police officials claimed that Selahattin Üçkardeş was “a high-ranking PKK member” and they had found a fake ID card on him, on the name of İrfan Hünerli.

09) Sabri Yılmaz 

10) ... ... 

Sabri Yılmaz and a person whose name could not be determined died in a house raid in Doğubeyazıt district of Ağrı at night on 1 June. Police officials claimed that Sabri Yılmaz with the nickname of “Ferman” was “one of the high-ranking PKK executives.” 

11) Süleyman Örs (23) 

Süleyman Örs was killed by the police in Gaziosmanpaşa, İstanbul. In the incident, which happened in Gaziosmanpaşa Hekimsuyu Street at around 7.45pm on 9 June, the police officers attempted to stop Süleyman Örs since he looked “suspicious,” but Süleyman Örs opened fire and wounded the police officer named Gökhan Şimşekoğlu by his groin. Afterwards, Örs fled and took shelter in a building in Yenimahalle, and the police officers raided the building and killed Süleyman Örs. Arriving at the spot, İstanbul Chief of Police Ramazan Er made a statement, and claimed that “Süleyman Örs was a member of DHKP-C and the bag he carried contained a 64 mm PGRM bazooka, a Uzi brand assassination revolver, 3 full clips.” Hıdır Örs, the brother of Süleyman Örs, was detained when he went to take the corpse to the Forensic Institute on 10 June. Hıdır Örs was kept in detention for a while. After he was released, he claimed that his brother did not carry a gun during the incident. He said, “I could not hear from my brother for 15 days. But he had no connections with illegal organizations. It is claimed that he had participated in the clash, which took place in front of the True Path Party İstanbul Provincial Center 2 years ago. During that period, Süleyman was doing his military service. More than 50 bullets were taken out of his body. This is an extra-judicial execution.” The results of an on-the-spot investigation by Musa Kılıç, an executive member of the HRA, lawyer Mustafa Üçdere, an executive member of ÇHD, and Metin Narin, a lawyer of the People’s Law Office, were disclosed in a press conference on 13 June. The report read that there were over one hundred bullet entries on the right front side of the warehouse in which Süleyman Örs took shelter. The report stated: “We found 6 bullets during the searches in the warehouse. The delegation concluded that Süleyman Örs had been executed deliberately, though it was possible to catch him alive. The bullet shots indicate that the police fired at him from close range. It is concluded that police officers were able to approach him closely, but fired at him most probably after he was wounded. Although the Police HQ claimed that the victim carried a bazooka, both the statements by the witnesses and the statements by the Police HQ on the course of the event show that it was impossible for the murdered to carry such a heavy gun with him to the warehouse.”

12) Abdülhadi Zeyrek (65)

Abdülhadi Zeyrek, who left his house in Mersin at night on 25 July accompanied by the repentant PKK militants Adil Altan (20) and Mehmet Güngör and the village guards named Ali and Abdullah (surnames unrevealed), was found dead in the mountainous area in the vicinity of Kocahasanlı town of Erdemli district of Mersin on 6 August. The relatives of Abdülhadi Zeyrek, who had migrated from Şırnak to Mersin, appealed to the gendarmerie when they heard nothing about him. Upon the application, the repentant militants were detained during the operation conducted in Şırnak, and they showed the dead body in the vicinity of Kocahasanlı on 27 August. It was stated that Zeyrek had been strangled to death. It was found out that the repentant militants had taken Zeyrek promising him to buy a car and they also took the gold jewelry amounting to TL 200 million. The authorities from Mersin Police HQ stated that Adil Altan and Mehmet Güngör were hired assassins and two wives of Zeyrek (Emine Zeyrek, and Hanım Ebren, his wives through official and religious marriage, respectively) had arranged a deal with Altan and Güngör for the murder of Abdülhadi Zeyrek. Emine Zeyrek and Hanım Ebren were detained and interrogated at Mersin Police HQ. Despite such statements, the officials in charge at Şırnak Gendarmerie HQ where the repentant militants were interrogated said that Altan had killed Zeyrek to “steal his gold.” It was stated that the two repentant militants had sent a message to his wives, warning them “if you testify against us, we’ll say we had agreed with you to kill your husband.” 

13) Renaz Ürgen (17) 

14) Ekrem Çelik (16) 

The corpses of Renaz Ürgen and Ekrem Çelik were found in the vicinity of Güçlükonak, Şırnak, on 9 August. It was reported that the two had disappeared 2 months ago. It was claimed that Renaz Ürgen and Ekrem Çelik had been killed by the repentant militants Adil Altan and Mehmet Güngör, and two village guards named Ali and Abdullah, who were detained on accusations of killing Abdülhadi Zeyrek in Mersin on 27 July. The village guards who were interrogated for killing Zeyrek confessed that they had killed Ürgen and Çelik, and showed the place of the corpses.

15) Harun Reşit Öteyüz (24; police)

The police officer named Harun Reşit Öteyüz, in charge at the police station in Olikent quarter of Elazığ, was shot dead by a non-commission officer from the same quarter whose named could not be revealed at around 3am on 20 August. It was reported that the wife of the non-commissioned officer saw Öteyüz from the window, and mistook him for a thief, called her husband, who opened fire on him from the window and killed him.

16) Hasan Keleş 

Special team members raided Değerli (Menka) village of Yüksekova district of Hakkari at 9pm at night on 5 September, and attempted to detain Hasan Keleş. He attempted to flee through the window. Hasan Keleş was shot and wounded. He died in Yüksekova State Hospital. Following the incident, his brothers Metin Keleş and Süleyman Keleş and his neighbor Halit Özkaplan were detained.

17) Abdulgafar Körpe (40)
18) Abdulhalik Kınış (35) 

19) ... ... 

In the clashes between the PKK militants and the security forces who raided Dedebakır (Mize) village of Ziyaret town of Baykan district of Siirt on 30 October, 3 PKK militants were killed in a tobacco warehouse. It was reported that the villagers named Abdulgafar Körpe and Abdulhalik Kınış, the owners of the warehouse, were executed by shooting by the soldiers on the ground that “they aided the militants.” It was claimed that a person with the soldiers was also killed. According to the information provided by the Anatolian News Agency, it was maintained that in the clashes between the security forces and the militants who attacked the tobacco warehouse at the entrance of Dedebakır village, 5 PKK militants and a villager died. However, local sources stated that following the clash, the corpses of two villagers were placed next to the warehouse, and an official account was written that the villagers also “engaged in the clash.” 

A HADEP delegation consisting of HADEP Siirt Provincial Organization Chairman Veysel Turhan, Provincial Organization Accountant Tayip Adıgüzel, Central District Organization Secretary Şevket Özdemir and Baykan District executive Mehmet Araç, met with relatives of Abdulgafar Körpe and Abdulhalik Kınış, who died in the incident on 30 October. In the report prepared by the delegation and disclosed on 7 November, the incident was related: “At 7.30am, the soldiers surrounded the village. They said that PKK militants were staying in the tobacco warehouses at the entrance of the village. They removed the people around the tobacco warehouses. They took Abdulgafar Körpe and Abdulhalik Kınış to ‘empty the warehouses.’ At that moment, a gunshot was heard from another warehouse. Then the soldiers started to open fire with the machine guns and bazookas on the warehouses and the houses at the entrance. Even two soldiers were slightly wounded by the rocket pieces. At that moment, Körpe and Kınış were shot dead with machine guns. More than an hour, fire on the house and warehouses continued. According to the statement by the villagers, there was no mutual clash.” The report emphasized the fact that following the incident, the villager were threatened and tens of villagers were detained: “The prosecutor went to the village, but did not meet the villagers; in one of the warehouses, there were corpses of three militants and the two villagers killed and they were buried by the villagers. Moreover, a person who was said to be with the soldiers was shot dead in Bağdere (Newala Reza) region in the vicinity of the village; who he was is still unknown.”

In the statement made by the State of Emergency Region Governorate, it was maintained that Abdulgafar Körpe and Abdulhalik Kınış were PKK militants who were killed in the clash. In the statement made by the Governorate on 7 November, it was claimed that 21 militants were killed in the clashes in the region: “Six of the terrorists were apprehended dead together with their guns in the vicinity of Dedebakır village of Baykan district of Siirt.” 

A delegation from HADEP Batman Provincial Organization went to Dedebakır village to conduct an investigation on 10 November. The HADEP delegation consisting of HADEP Batman Provincial Organization Chairman Şakir Kakaliçoğlu, Provincial Organization Deputy Secretary Ahmet Altuntaş, Provincial Organization Executive Hamit Acet, Central District Organization Executives İbrahim Tiğiz and Ömer Karabulut met the villagers. Abdulhalim Kınış, the brother of Abdulhalik Kınış, related the incident to the delegation. Kınış said that in the morning the soldiers surrounded the village and the militants were not involved in the clash. Kınış said that the soldiers used the villagers as a shield. A villager named Sabri Kına stated that the ears of three militants and Abdulgafar Körpe were cut by the soldiers and they were put in a warehouse and the warehouse was set on fire. Kına also said that the ear of Abdulhalik Kınış was cut and he was crashed by an armored vehicle: “We do not know the other person who was introduced as a militant. But his body was also destroyed with the bullets. It was impossible to recognize him. The soldiers also cut his ear. Following the incident, the soldiers burned down all the houses and barns and the warehouses.” Returning to Batman, HADEP Batman Provincial Organization executives initiated an aid campaign to support the families whose houses were burned down in Dedebakır. Following the raid on Dedebakır, many villagers in the village and in neighboring village migrated.

20) Züher Bilgiç 
21) Ahmet Demir

22) Sibel Oğraş

Three persons were shot dead, and two police officers were wounded during a house raid by special team police officers and soldiers in Nusaybin, Mardin on the night of 5 November. Züher Bilgiç, Ahmet Demir and Sibel Oğraş died after a seven-hours’ clash from 9pm to 4am, and two police officers were wounded. The house was reportedly targeted by armored vehicles and destroyed, and the adjacent houses were damaged. Oğraş’ brother Necat Oğraş (a teacher), and her sister Nurşen Oğraş were detained. One of the Oğraş brothers, Serdar Oğraş, had been detained on 30 June 1995, and shot dead on 4 July 1995 before the eyes of his relatives.

23) Engin Demirci

In Pendik, the police raided İstanbul, the house of Engin Demirci, wanted for “car theft”, in the morning of 15 November. Wounded to his head due to the fire opened by the police, Engin Demirci died in hospital. Demirci’s mother Pakize Demirci stated the police officers shot him dead, but allegedly he was “shot as he was attempting to run away.” A trial was opened against a police officer named Muzaffer Çalışır in connection with the killing of Engin Demirci. In the hearing at Kartal Criminal Court No. 1 on 14 April 1998, when Demirci’s brother Seçkin Demirci told press members “Cover those dishonorable men, not us,” a dispute arose between Güzin Kılıç, the lawyer of the defendant, and the Demirci family. Then the relatives of Demirci were taken out of the court hall. When after the hearing Lawyer Güzin Kılıç provoked the relatives of Demirci, the police officers took the relatives of Demirci out of the courthouse. Muzaffer Çalışır was under prosecution without arrest. 

24) ... ... 

A person died in a house raid in Çal quarter of Siirt on 10 December. It was claimed that the person killed in the raid conducted by the special team members and the police officers was a PKK militant.

25) ... ... (man)

26) ... ... (woman)

A man and a woman were killed in a house raid in Fatihpaşa quarter of Saraykapı, Diyarbakır, at around 5am on 27 December. During the clash, 2 police officers were wounded. Police officials claimed that the 2 persons killed were PKK militants. In line with a decision taken by Diyarbakır Police HQ, journalists were not allowed to the spot. (
)

c) Those killed after being apprehended alive

27) Ferhat Nergizcan

Ferhat Nergizcan, who allegedly “resisted the police that wanted to search him and had previously been convicted for theft,” was killed by the police in Altındağ quarter of Ankara on 20 February. It was claimed that a quarrel with stones, clubs and knives had broken out between 3 people who were accused of theft, and police officers. During the incident Yavuz Yosunkaya, the Chief Security Superintendent of Seğmenler Police Station, wounded Ferhat Nergizcan in the stomach, and the latter died in hospital. In the incident Bayram Bozkurt was detained. It was reported that Yavuz Yosunkaya had been hospitalized as a result of a stone that hit him on the head, and a police officer named Nail Yurtdaş was issued a medical report certifying his inability to work for 1 day.

28) Mehmet Şirin Önen

Mehmet Şirin Önen, who fled from İskenderun Prison on 7 March, was killed after being apprehended alive on 14 March. In the official statement, it was claimed that Mehmet Şirin Önen was shot dead in a clash with security forces in the vicinity of Hassa, Hatay. His wife Halime Önen stated that she had gone to Hassa when she was notified about her husband’s death 6 days after the incident, but she had not seen any trace of bullets on the body of her husband. Halime Önen said the following: “There were traces of rifle butts on my husband’s forehead, both his ears had been cut off. Bones of both feet were broken, and deep hollows were opened in the form of pockets of trousers by flaying the skin on the outward sides of the both legs. His hands were put into the pockets of flesh. His teeth were broken. His arms were broken. There were bruises on his shoulders. Besides, he had been stabbed with skewers in the back. The holes opened by skewers were also visible on the stomach. There were injuries and traces of blows on his legs and other parts of his body.” Halime Önen stated that when she had asked the prosecutor “Why were the ears of my husband cut off?” his reply was, “They were torn apart when he fell on a stone.” Önen said that she fainted when she saw the corpse, and at that moment, the officials asked her whether she would file an official complaint, but since she could not answer, a document was prepared stating she would not file an official complaint.

29) Çetin Çelik

It was claimed that the PKK militant named Çetin Çelik, who was apprehended wounded in the clash between the security forces and PKK militants in the vicinity of Bulanık village of Kağızman district of Kars on 21 March, was dragged by a military vehicle for about 5 km and then was shot to death. According to the statements by eyewitnesses, Çelik and the PKK militant Nuh Acar, who was killed during the clash, were buried in two holes dug in the area of the District Gendarmerie HQ after some of there organs were cut off. As a result of the attempts by their relatives for 3 days, the corpses were taken out of the holes and delivered to their relatives. It was claimed that both persons had been tortured, their ears and noses had been cut off and some part of their bodies had been torn. 

30) Hanefi Karabulut (18)
31) ... ... 

32) ... ...


33) ... ... 

A clash broke out between the security forces and PKK militants in Doğankavak (Hathatke) village of Beşiri district of Batman on 10 April. In the clash, a special team member, a non-commissioned officer and a lieutenant named Ahmet Mülahim Demir were wounded. Three PKK militants who were apprehended alive and a person named Hanefi Karabulut, who was detained at home, were executed by shooting outside the village. It was claimed that Batman Governor Salih Şarman was in the village during the incident. Four people killed in the incident were buried collectively in a hole in the vicinity of the village. The corpse of Hanefi Karabulut was taken out of the hole upon request by his father Halil Karabulut on 12 April. It was reported that the ear of Karabulut had been cut off, there were many fractures of his arms and legs, the flesh of hip and legs were torn into pieces here and there, and there were traces of torture all over his body, the head and back in particular. Meanwhile, the PKK militants with codenames of Rizan, İlyas and Halil were also taken out of the hole and delivered to Beşiri Municipality. The municipality buried the corpses of the militants. 

A delegation from Batman Democracy Platform and executives of HADEP and CHP provincial organizations carried out investigations in Doğankavak on 21 April. Following the investigations, a report was prepared and sent to the Ministry of Interior, the Parliament, the President, the Prime Minister, the political parties and Diyarbakır Democracy Platform. The report stated that the security forces raided the village at around 2pm on 10 April, they blockaded the granary where the PKK militants stayed, a clash broke out and continued with the arrival of additional troops, and it was observed that while the clash was under way, Batman Governor Salih Şarman came to the spot. The report noted that Hanefi Karabulut had previously been invited to the police station for several times and released after testifying. After the clash, inhabitants of the village were beaten by gendarmes and Ekrem Oydaş (16) was detained.

KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA 

The Report by Batman Democracy Platform: “… the PKK militants were asked to surrender via a megaphone. They were told that if they surrendered they would not be ill-treated and killed and all villagers heard these promises. Finally, 3 PKK militants surrendered at around 6pm. Then they were stripped naked and their hands were tied at the back and they were taken outside the village on foot. Afterwards, the security forces went to the house of Hanefi Karabulut and checked the ID cards. Beşiri Gendarmerie Company and the soldiers conducted the ID check. They took Hanefi Karabulut with them. After a while, gunshots were heard. About half an hour later, they put four corpses on a tractor and took them toward Beşiri district. Afterwards, they gathered the villagers in the public square and ill-treated them. The relatives of Hanefi Karabulut got suspicious when four corpses were taken to Beşiri. The father and relatives of Hanefi Karabulut went to Beşiri and applied to the officials in order to learn whether the fourth corpse belonged to Hanefi Karabulut. The officials from Beşiri Gendarmerie HQ stated: ‘When Hanefi Karabulut was taken to Beşiri, he attempted to take the gun of a soldier, and he was killed.’ When his relatives requested the corpse, Hanefi Karabulut was taken out of where he was buried and given to his relatives. The ear of Hanefi Karabulut had been cut off. This is also seen in the photos of the corpse. There were many inward and outward bullet holes on the corpse. (...) The clothes of the PKK militants, shown by the villagers, were examined and no bloodstain or bullet traces were observed. This confirms that the PKK militants were apprehended alive and then executed after being stripping naked. The villager showed the places where they were killed to the members of the delegation and the investigation of these places revealed many empty cartridges. This shows that Hanefi Karabulut and 3 PKK militants were executed there. (...) Officials made contradictory statements after the incident. The first statement said, ‘Four PKK militants were apprehended dead in Doğankavak village following a clash.’ In the subsequent statement, it was admitted that Hanefi Karabulut was taken from his house.” 

KUTU BİT KUTU BİT KUTU BİT 

34) Canan Gürz

DHKP-C militant Canan Gürz was found dead at a place, where the Pertek and the Keban Rivers come together in Malatya on 7 November. Canan Gürz, former reporter in Malatya for Kurtuluş journal, was reportedly killed by special team members after being apprehended alive in Hizik village of Pertek district of Tunceli. Gürz was killed after she had been tied by her hands; 3 bullets were taken out of the left leg of Gürz, 1 her left shoulder, 2 from her right leg, 1 her right elbow, 1 from her right eye and 2 from her head. Her relatives took the corpse from the morgue of Elazığ State Hospital. They stated that it was impossible to recognize her, and they could only identify her with the help of a photo on her. Canan Gürz was buried in Malatya under police pressure. 130 people who went to the cemetery in the city center of Malatya on 15 November to hold a commemoration ceremony for Canan Gürz were detained by the gendarmerie. They were taken to İnderesi Gendarmerie Station. They were reportedly asked, “How do you know Gürz?”, “Why did you go to the cemetery?” 

d) Fire opened on demonstrators

In 1997, demonstrations and meetings, whether authorized or not, were prevented by the security forces. Demonstrators were dispersed or attempted to be dispersed by force, they were beaten and sometimes fire was opened on them. Several demonstrators were wounded due to fire opened on them or due to beating, but nobody died contrary to the previous years. 

e) Those killed for disobeying stop warnings 

35) Fahrettin Yıldızhan (22)

In İzmit, a person named Fahrettin Yıldızhan was shot dead by police officers on the grounds that “he did not abide by the stop warning” on 9 January. It was asserted that Fahrettin Yıldızhan, who had been convicted to 6 years in prison and who had escaped from the Çanakkale Prison a while ago, had opened fire on the police officers.

36) Mehmet Esen 

Out of the 3 persons who were claimed to have carried out a theft with a stolen car in Bahçelievler quarter of İstanbul, Mehmet Esen was killed by the police. The incident which occurred at around 5am on 26 January took place as follows: While attempting to rob a shop, Ender Can, Ayhan Yıldız and Mehmet Esen realized that the police officers were coming and they tried to escape, but crashed into the police car. The police officers, whose car was damaged, got on a taxi and continued to pursue them, and opened fire on them on the TEM highway. Ayhan Yıldız and Mehmet Esen were severely wounded, and taken to Eyüp SSK Hospital. Mehmet Esen died in the hospital. Ender Can managed to escape. The police officers claimed that fire was opened on them during the pursuit and the persons in question did not obey the “stop” warning.

37) ... ... 

In Şereflikoçhisar district of Ankara, a driver whom the police wanted to stop was shot dead by the police when he did not obey the “stop warning”. It was stated that police officers from Şereflikoçhisar Police HQ wanted to stop the vehicle licensed 16 FT 556, but opened fire on it when it did not stop at the police barricade. The identities of the killed driver and of a person accompanying him were not revealed.

38) Hasibe Daralan (31)

Muharrem Daralan (34), his wife Hasibe Daralan and their relative Mehmet Daralan were wounded as a result of fire opened by the security forces on a car between Mazıdağı and Derik districts of Mardin at around 10am on 3 February. Their child Newroz Daralan survived the attack without wounds. Passengers in other cars on the road took the wounded persons to hospital. Hasibe Daralan, who was first taken to Mardin State Hospital, and then to Diyarbakır Dicle University Faculty of Medicine Hospital, died on 9 February. The relatives of Daralan stated that Muharrem Daralan had been kept in detention in Derik for about 10 days in 1995. In the meantime, Baran Çiçek, a relative of Hasibe Daralan, who accompanied her in the hospital, was threatened by two persons in civilian clothes. Baran Çiçek stated that two persons threatened him not to give an account of what had happened: “One day before the death of my sister, two persons in civilian clothes came in the evening and asked me about my kinship to her. I said that I was her brother; the one with blond hair said, ‘You occasionally tell that soldiers and village guards intentionally opened fire on her. First of all, you should know that it is not sensible for you to talk about an incident, which you did not see. It is necessary to make an investigation. Therefore, do not talk about this incident everywhere, this will not be good for you,’ and then they went.”

39) Kemal Yurtseven

In Pursaklar quarter of Ankara, truck driver Kemal Yurtseven, who allegedly carried unlicensed coal on his truck, was stopped by municipality officers on 25 January, and he was wounded by the fire of Erdoğan Çelik, the bodyguard of Ankara Greater City Municipality Officers Director Fikret Taşkıran. Kemal Yurtseven died in SSK Dışkapı Hospital on 13 February. In some news, it was claimed that Kemal Yurtseven did not listen to the “stop warning” and was wounded by the fire opened.

40) Nejdet Mahmut

41) ... ...

2 people, who were claimed to have attempted to enter Turkey from Syria in the vicinity of Urfa, were shot dead in the fire opened by soldiers on 14 February. It was revealed that one of the dead people was a Syrian named Nejdet Mahmut.

42) Harice Güler (30)

In Sürgücü town of Savur district of Mardin, a woman named Harice Güler was shot dead by soldiers at about 12pm on 15 March. Her relatives stated that Harice Güler, who was strolling around sometimes because of her illness, was shot by the soldiers mounting guard some 100 meters away from the gendarmerie station close to her house. They said that they did not believe she had been killed on the grounds of “disobeying stop warning”, and pointed out “the soldiers are using binoculars enabling them to see in the dark, and they can easily recognize a woman not carrying a weapon.”

43) İbrahim Etli (37)

In Çamlıbel quarter of Antalya, the police opened fire on a vehicle at about 9pm on 16 March, on the grounds that it “disobeyed stop warnings.” İbrahim Etli died on the spot and a woman named Hatun Karakuş was wounded as a result of the fire. Police officer Hüseyin Küçükkazdal was arrested by the court on 18 March in connection with the incident.

44) Tuncay Topyıldız (27)

Tuncay Topyıldız, who allegedly did not listen to “stop warnings” by gendarmes, was shot dead in Sarıyer, İstanbul, at around 5pm on 23 April. Reportedly the gendarmes went to the Belgrade Forest, one of the major picnic areas in İstanbul, and tried to stop a car (number plate, 34 LGK 36). They opened fire when it did not stop, and wounded the driver Tuncay Topyıldız. Topyıldız was taken to hospital but died from internal bleedings. Gendarmerie officials went to the house of Topyıldız 5 hours after the incident, and claimed that Topyıldız “died in a traffic accident.” However, a trial was opened against an enlisted man named Haluk Gevancı on charges of “causing death due to carelessness and inattentiveness” in connection with the killing of Topyıldız. The relatives of Topyıldız emphasized the fact that during the incident the money and cellular phone on Tuncay Topyıldız got lost, and they stated that Haluk Gevancı did not abide by the rule of using a gun in case of disobeying the “stop warning.” In the hearing held at Sarıyer Penal Court on 23 January, a decision of non-prosecution was issued and the case file was sent to Beyoğlu Criminal Court. Meanwhile, Haluk Gevancı completed his military service and went to Mersin 20 days after the incident.

45) Cafer Sadık (30) 

The police killed Cafer Sadık, who reportedly attempted to rob a bank with a toy gun in Avcılar, İstanbul, on 30 April. It was reported that Cafer Sadık, who got into the bank (Avcılar Branch of Esbank) at about 5.45pm, tried to run away after taking the money and the gun of the guard. It was disclosed that the police, who arrived at the spot, shot him dead because he disobeyed “stop warnings.”

46) Uğur Süzer (23) 

It was claimed that Uğur Süzer, who was wanted by the police on the claims of “wounding a person” in Kayseri, had “committed suicide” when he was running away from the police on 19 May. Reportedly he had disobeyed the “stop warning” of the police and started to escape. However, he allegedly committed suicide with a gun in the yard of Kayseri Regional Directorate of the Land Products Office, at Osman Kavuncu Street, when “the police would have nearly caught him.” The police officials claimed that he was “blind drunk” at that time.

47) Mehmet Bayram (21)

In Diyarbakır, a person named Mehmet Bayram was shot dead by police officers while he was allegedly escaping from the courthouse on 12 June. It was reported that Mehmet Bayram, who had been taken from the prison to the courthouse, jumped from the window of Diyarbakır Penal Court No. 1 and attempted to run away, and he had been shot when he did not abide by the “stop warning.”

48) Cumali Kök (18)

Cumali Kök, who reportedly “stole a car” in Aksaray, İstanbul, was killed by the police. The incident reportedly happened as follows: The police started to chase two thieves who stole a car at night on 12 June in Florya, İstanbul, and they blocked the road in Bakırköy, Zeytinburnu and Fatih to stop the stolen car. The police waiting at the roadblock in front of Şehremini Police Station opened fire on the car, which was able to pass the other roadblocks. Cumali Kök, who was reportedly driving the car, was shot dead in the fire, and the other person in the car (whose name could not be revealed) reportedly escaped. It was claimed that Cumali Kök was kept waiting heavily wounded on the street for about 1 hour.

49) Bestami Kuş

The villager Bestami Kuş, who was returning from wood cutting, was shot dead by the village guards İsmail and Hüseyin Ömek, who were patrolling in the region, in Paymetal crossroads in Sincan village of Payas district of Hatay at around 1.45am on 23 June. During the incident, another villager named Uğur Mutlu was wounded. In the official statement, it was claimed that the persons in question did not follow the “stop warning.”

50) Zehra Değer 

In Kızıltepe, Mardin, a woman named Zehra Değer was killed and her brothers Ahmet Değer and İhsan Değer were wounded by the police who opened fire on a car in the night of 29 July. Cemil Değer, the husband of Zehra Değer, related the incident as follows: “When my child at the age of 10 got feverish, I called Şehmus Çelik from İpek garage in order to take the child to Akziyaret together with my brothers-in-law Ahmet and İhsan Değer and my wife Zehra Değer. On the way, the fever of my daughter rose, and we decided to take her to a physician. On our way to and from Akziyaret nobody stopped us. But all of a sudden, police officers fired on us.” Şehmus Çelik, the driver, stated that the police officers opened fire on them intentionally without a stop warning and without any risk: “As we were passing the police headquarters, the police officer started to fire at us and I wanted to speed up and ran away. But, this time the police officers at the second checkpoint started to fire at us. As if it was a clash, they opened fire on us from both sides. There was nothing I could do and I attempted to drive the car toward the police officers at the second checkpoint and thus escaped. If I had not done so, they would have killed all of us.” Two persons who were wounded in the incident were taken to Dicle University for medical treatment.

51) Battal Kanmaz (65)

The villager Battal Kanmaz, who was going from Hacıali village of Ardahan to Çalabaş village, was shot dead by security forces as he was returning to Hacıali village on 1 October. In the statement made by Hasköy Gendarmerie Station, it was claimed that Kanmaz was “wanted since he stole cattle” and did not obey the “stop warning.” His relatives claimed that the soldiers who raided his house a month ago had threatened Battal Kanmaz with death. It was also alleged that Kanmaz had been threatened for his connections with HADEP.

52) Aydın Çoban (14)

In Kurtlapa town of Sıvas, soldiers killed a child named Aydın Çoban. Hacı Çoban, the father of Aydın Çoban, said that on 10 October, the soldiers opened fired on Aydın Çoban, who was grazing animals in the vicinity of the town. He shouted at them to “stop the fire,” but they did not, and he hardly escaped being killed. The reporters who heard about the incident and rushed to the region were not allowed to go to the spot. Hacı Çoban and the dwellers of Kurtlapa said that “the boy was deliberately killed, and the prosecutor who came to the spot was not impartial. He conducted an investigation at the spot quite wrongly so as to distort what the soldiers had done.” Colonel Muzaffer Akçam, the Commander of Sıvas Provincial Gendarmerie Regiment, stated that when Kurtlapa Gendarmerie Station was informed that two people were seen on the spot, the commander of the station, the gendarmes and Yusuf Altındar, a village guard from the village in question, went to the spot. Akçam said that Aydın Çoban went to their lands together with his father and grandfather, that gendarmes saw the child uphill and the village guard said, ‘This child is not from our village,’ and then the child started to run and fire was opened on him since he did not obey the stop warning.

53) Tayyip Üzüm (29)

Tayyip Üzüm, who was matriculated in Mardin and who was working at Hekimkoy Construction Cooperative in Türkbükü village of Bodrum district of Muğla, was wounded by the fire opened by soldiers in the night on 20 October, and died in hospital. The authorities claimed that the gendarmerie officers who had been investigating the “theft incidents in the region,” had gone to a construction area, and they had first warned Tayyip Üzüm to “stop,” but opened fire when he had not obeyed. The workers at the construction site told that Tayyip Üzüm had been working in Bodrum for six months. They also emphasized that the soldiers had always been exerting pressure on Kurdish workers, and some soldiers who had raided the construction field some 15 days ago had noted the identity information of certain workers. Abuzer Üzüm, the brother of Tayyip Üzüm, stated that his elderly brother had gone to the wooded area 20 meters away from the construction site in order to defecate and they heard gun shots 3 minutes later, and they saw 3 gendarmes (two plainclothes) in a Kartal car which belonged to the construction site. Üzüm said that despite the threats they got in the car they went to Bodrum: “They would take the corpse away if we were not there.” He said that there were traces of blows on the body of his brother; he claimed that his brother had been beaten before being killed. HADEP Bodrum District Provincial Organization Chairman Dicle Anter stated that the incident had nothing to do with theft, but a continuation of the prevailing pressure on the Kurdish workers. HRA Bodrum Representative Aydın Doğer said: “This practice was an intimidation by the gendarmes in cooperation with the owners of the construction site in order to get rid of the worker whom they did not need any longer.”

54) Ali Büyük (37)

Ali Büyük, who was reportedly suffering mental problems, was shot dead by the police in Bekirpaşa, Kocaeli. The incident was reported as follows: Büyük left Tosya, Kastamonu, by bus for İstanbul at night on 4 November. The bus was stopped by the police at the entrance of İstanbul. Ali Büyük took the driver of the bus hostage with his rifle and forced him to drive on. However, the driver resisted. Büyük fired to frighten the driver. A Georgian tourist, Levan Arkasyidibe, was wounded by a stray bullet. Then Büyük rushed out of the bus and took a car belonging to plainclothes police officers. Then a clash arose between him and the police officers in Bekirpaşa, where we was killed. In the armed clash, police chiefs İdris Güzel and İrfan Çabuk, and police constables Yaşar Aksuoğlu and Aydın Görücü were wounded.

55) Tülin Eda Tanrısevergil (25) 

A woman, Tülin Eda Tanrısevergil, was shot dead by a police officer named Murat Erol in Balmumcu, İstanbul, in the evening of 7 November. The incident was reported as follows: The police officer in charge of guarding the office of the Egyptian Airlines wanted to search four women, Tülin Eda Tanrısevergil, Nurgül Yıldız, Kısmet Tanrısevergil and Gözde Özumut, suspecting them to be “purse-snatchers”. Tülin Eda Tanrısevergil objected, and he fired his gun to her head and killed her. Nurgül Yıldız said: “We were walking in the street. The police officer came and asked us why we were walking so fast. He wanted us to show our ID-cards. Tülin objected. He bent her head down by pulling her hair, pointed his gun to her head and fired.” In the statement of İstanbul Police HQ it was claimed that Tülin Eda Tanrısevergil “had 71 previous convictions for 6 separate crimes.” A trial was opened against police officer Murat Erol who killed Tülin Eda Tanrısevergil, on charges of “intentional murder.” İstanbul Public Prosecution Office requested the court to commute the sentence on the grounds that “he had to use his gun,” and a prison term between 5 and 15 years should be sought for him.

56) Feridun Akkuş (25)

The police opened fire on some people in a car in Şirinevler, İstanbul, on 28 November, allegedly because they “disobeyed the stop warning.” Feridun Akkuş was wounded and died in hospital. Yavuz Şahin, traveling in the car, was detained. Police officials claimed that the car was stolen and two persons were purse-snatchers.

57) Tacettin Altın

Two village guards named Nihat Yıldırım and Seyfullah Dağ opened fire on a minibus, and wounded a passenger named Tacettin Altın in Dere region in the vicinity of Yıkılgan village of Erzurum on 1 December. Tacettin Altın died in Erzurum Numune Hospital. The village guards allegedly opened fire because the driver did not obey their stop order. The village guards and the driver of the minibus, Murat Koç, were detained.

58) Ömer Faruk Dinçer

Ömer Faruk Dinçer, a student at Niğde University, was shot dead by special team police officers on the road between Erzincan and Sıvas. On 6 December, Dinçer left Erzincan for Niğde by bus. However, he felt nausea in Sakaltutan region and passed to the backside of the bus, after asking the driver to stop the bus. A special team police officer in the bus, thinking he was attempting to escape, opened fire on him. Out of fear Dinçer started to run. However, another special team member patrolling in the opposite direction opened fire on him and killed him instantly.

59) Karin Sabri Mahmut (37)

Soldiers opened fire on 6 people who were trying to escape to Lesbos, Greece, from the shores of Ayvacık, Çanakkale. A person died and 3 people were wounded during the fire. Some gendarmerie officers reportedly wanted to stop a vehicle on Kadırga shore of Ayvacık, early in the morning on 7 December. They opened fire on the vehicle, which allegedly did not obey the “stop warning,” and Karin Sabri Mahmut, a Northern Iraqi, was killed, and Ahmet Miraç Nebioğlu, İsmail Balcı and Mehmet Bayati were wounded by the soldiers. The other two people in the vehicle, Ahmet Ümran Oral and Koris Kadri Hüseyin, were detained. Following the incident, Çanakkale Governor Ekrem Ozsoy said: “We were informed that the murderers of the deputy superintendent who was killed in İstanbul would flee to the Greek islands, but we came across these people. When they disobeyed the ‘stop’ warning a clash broke out.” Ayvacık Public Prosecutor Kürşat Hamurcu stated that no fire was opened from the car, and the gendarmes opened fire on the car since they did not abide by the ‘stop’ warning. An investigation was started against 2 gendarmes in connection with the incident.

60) Mustafa Fidan 

Two enlisted men who were guarding the house of a retired general opened fire on 5 people who allegedly fired shots in the air in front of a bar from which they recently had been dismissed in Beşiktaş, İstanbul, on 11 December. As a result of the fire, Mustafa Fidan died. 

61) Mehmet Çatanak (30)
62) Halil Dölçek (30)

63) Salih Şahin (33)

64) Salih Esmertekin (28)

65) İsmail Eroğlu (31)

The villagers of Arabic origin, Mehmet Çatanak, Halil Dölçek, Salih Şahin, Salih Esmertekin and İsmail Eroğlu were killed in the fire opened by soldiers when they tried to enter Turkey from the mined area in the vicinity of Hasan Çavuş Border Station between Akçakale and Ceylanpınar district of Urfa at around 7.45pm on 20 December. In the official complaint, it was claimed, “the people in question were PKK militants and disobeyed the ‘stop warning’ by the soldiers; they were killed in the clash.” On the other hand, upon request by relatives of the villagers, a delegation consisting of representatives of HRA and Mazlum-Der conducted an investigation in Akçakale and prepared a report. The report was disclosed to the public in a press meeting held at Mazlum-Der Urfa Branch on 29 December. The report stated that the 5 people were smugglers, but they were introduced as “PKK militants” in order to prevent reactions. This was a frequently applied practice in the State of Emergency Region; however, no clash had broken out between the smugglers and the soldiers on the border for years. In the report, it was maintained that the villagers had 50 thousand US Dollars on them, but the relatives of the villagers were given only 10 million TL. It was claimed that this might be the reason for the massacre and all of the villagers might be killed in order to get rid of the witnesses. It was emphasized that thermal cameras and armored vehicles were used in the border regions and it had been possible to apprehend the murdered persons alive: “The bullet holes on the elbows and hands of the murdered show that they raised their hands in the air in order to surrender. Relatives stated that Mehmet Çatanak died towards the evening, the bleeding continued and the corpse was still warm when the corpses were submitted at around 7.30pm on 21 December, which implied that they had surrendered.” In the report, it was stated that the corpses were dragged by hooks, causing fractures on arms and legs, they were taken to the Border Battalion Headquarters in sacks and completely naked and they were taken to hospital in the ambulance in the same manner. The attempts by the delegation to meet officials in Akçakale were not successful. Meanwhile, Halil Tütenk, the maternal uncle of Mehmet Çatanak, said: “Both Akçakale Police HQ and the soldiers knew that my nephew Mehmet and his four friends were smugglers; since they would come and ask whether Mehmet was at home or went for smuggling. The guns of the smugglers were not even fired. No soldier was killed or injured.” 

f) Those killed in attacks against settlements

66) Mehmet Zerin 

67) Adnan Zerin 

It was claimed that the villages of Yüksekova district of Hakkari were bombed by the Turkish helicopters during a military operation conducted against Northern Iraq in March. It was reported that in Şeminnan village two shepherds named Mehmet Zerin and Adnan Zerin were killed during the bombardment on 20 March. Their mother Feride Zerin stated that the corpses of her children were totally destroyed: “It was in the morning at about 9am. The warplanes were hovering constantly in the air as usual. After the warplanes had one or two flights just above the village, bombs started to fall down as if it was snowing, and my sons were torn apart though they were innocent.”

68) Halime Turhan (45) 

A woman named Halime Turhan (45) was reportedly shot dead and her children named Bedia Turhan (10) and Hayat Turhan (9) and a woman named Havva Özer were wounded when soldiers opened a cannon fire on the Üzümlü (Parez) village of Eruh district of Siirt at about 7pm on 24 March. The houses of Mehmet Şirin Kaya and Halime Turhan were reportedly shot at for 2 hours. It was disclosed that a detailed report about the situation in the village could not be obtained because the village was not accessible and the soldiers forbade going in and out the village. Veysel Turan, Chairman of HADEP Siirt Provincial Organization, stated that he was a relative of Halime Turhan, and he was not able to contact Siirt Governor whom he called for information about the incident. It was claimed that there was cannonade in the vicinity of Üzümlü village on 25 March. It was noted that the cannonade started at around 7pm in the evening and continued for about 2 hours. In the meantime, it was learnt that soldiers from Eruh District Battalion Headquarters went to the village on 25 March and forced them to become village guards.

69) Halis Karataş (35)

70) Ali Karataş (20)

Special team members carrying out an operation in the vicinity of Suveren village of Iğdır opened fire on shepherds grazing animals on 4 April. As a result, 2 shepherds named Halis Karataş and Ali Karataş were shot dead and one shepherd named Hasan Karataş was wounded. Mehmet Nuri Çiftçi, Chairman of HADEP Iğdır Provincial Organization, reported that the special team members opened fire on the shepherds from a distance of 10 or 15 meters, and Eyüp Yeşilyurt, who survived without any wounds, and Hasan Karataş managed to run away and took shelter with soldiers nearby. Çiftçi said the following: “On the day of the incident, 4 shepherds named Halis Karataş, Ali Karataş, Hasan Karataş and Eyüp Yeşilyurt went to Kijik hamlet to graze animals. Since this region was not prohibited, the shepherds went to this region freely. However, special team members opened fire on them. Since they were shot at from close distance (10-15 m), the bullets did not tierce them, but went through their bodies. Ali was killed by three bullets, Halis by one bullet to the head. They opened fire in order to kill them.” Çiftçi stated that there 2 shepherds named Hasan Karataş and Eyüp Yeşilyurt had been there: “Hasan Çiftçi was slightly wounded and Eyüp Yeşilyurt survived without any wounds. They were further away from the special team members. Therefore, they managed to escape and take shelter with soldiers conducting an operation in the region.”

After hearing about the incident, relatives of the shepherds dwelling in Halfeli town gathered in front of Iğdır State Hospital to take the dead bodies. After taking the bodies, the crowd started to march through Halfeli 4 kilometers away from Iğdır by shouting slogans, but a clash with stones and clubs arose when the police attempted to prevent the march by barricading the way out of Iğdır. It was reported that some people were wounded. Some were detained, but released when the crowd intervened. The bodies were buried in Halfeli. 

71) Meryem Demir (8)

In a clash that broke out in Darikajor hamlet of Genç district of Bingöl, three village guards named Yavuz Ökten, Seydoş Akın and Temiz Yürek and one PKK militant died. When a cannon was fired from the gendarmerie station, 8 km away from the hamlet after the clash, a child named Meryem Demir died. Sıtkı Demir, the uncle of Meryem Demir, stated: “A clash broke out between village guards and PKK militants on 23 July. The clash that lasted for 1.5 hours resulted in the death of three village guards and a PKK militant. The other village guards informed the gendarmes but nobody came in the evening-hours. Later on, the gendarmes opened fire at random on the hamlet. My niece, Meryem, who was grazing sheep and was about to take them back home, died together with 7 sheep. In revenge for their three friends who were killed since no help was available, the village guards shot the dead body of the PKK militant many times and buried him in a hollow with a rope tied around his throat.” Following the incident, the soldiers controlled the entrance and exit of the hamlet and electricity and telephone lines were cut.

72) Esma (Azime) Demir (55)

A woman named Esma (Azime) Demir died, and Ali Rıza Boztaş (60), Hatice Boztaş, Nursel Boztaş, Duygu Boztaş (13), Şafak Çiçek (16), Ali Ağlar (18), Bülent Kemal Ağlar (17) and Mustafa Dönmez were wounded in the explosion of a mortar shell which hit their house in Karşılar village of Geyiksuyu town of Tunceli on 30 July. The villagers claimed that the houses were damaged and about 100 animals were killed as a result of the cannonade.

Tunceli Governorate initiated an administrative investigation and the Prosecution Office opened a criminal investigation into the incident. In their testimonies, the villagers stated that the mortar shells were fired from the Brigade in Geyiksuyu and when they informed the Karşılar Station of the incident, the mortar fire stopped. In the statement made by the Provincial Governorate, it was announced that the damage in the village would be determined and the hospital and other costs of the villagers would be paid by the state. Following the incident, a group of villagers including the village headman named Mustafa Ölmez met Tunceli Governor Atıl Uzelgün. Uzelgün said that “fire opened on PKK militants and projectiles fell on the village by mistake.” On the other hand, Şerif Felekoğlu, Deputy Chairman of the Peace Party (BP), who conducted an investigation in the region, said, in a press conference he held on 2 August, that a mortar shell had fallen in the vicinity of the village 15 days before the incident, and the headman of the village had been shot at a week before. He stated that the mortar fire on 30 July had been opened from the Brigade behind the hill at the northern side of the village. He said that 7 mortar shells had been fired around the village for “practice of determining the target,” but the 8th shell had fallen into the village square, where villagers come together and chat in the evenings. Felekoğlu stated that the death toll might have risen, if some houses had not been re-constructed on a protective cellar after an avalanche had fallen on the village. He said that a woman, Azime Demir, died, because she could not enter the cellar. 

73) Hüseyin Yıldız (70) 

74) Fatma Yıldız

Hüseyin Yıldız and his wife Fatma Yıldız died in the artillery fire opened by soldiers in charge at Maden Gendarmerie Station against their house in the vicinity of Maden, Elazığ, on 7 October. It was reported that they died under the ruins of their house. Nazan Günal, the Mayor of Maden, said that she had conducted an investigation and verified the incident. She stated, “the incident was a mistake.”

g) Those killed in fire opened at random or by seeking targets

75) Adile Ürek 

In Küçükçayır village of Uludere district of Şırnak, a village guard named Hakim Ürek killed his uncle’s wife Adile Ürek, who objected his decision to be a village guard, and wounded his uncle Casim Ürek on 3 March. 

76) Musa Adsız (12)

77) Musa Adsız (13)

In Arıcan village of Akçakale district of Urfa, two children named Musa Adsız and his namesake Musa Adsız were killed at about 19.30 on 5 March. It was claimed that the soldiers who were patrolling around had opened fire at the children when they were reportedly playing on a bridge about 100 meters away from the village. A relative of the children, Hüseyin Adsız, recounted the incident as follows: “A vehicle patrolling around, and 3 armored vehicles came across to the children playing on the bridge. The children, fearing the vehicles, ran towards the village. Then the patrol opened fire on the children from roughly 40 meters. There are projectors on the patrol, which can illuminate much more than that distance. It is impossible for them not to notice that they shot at children.” Hüseyin Adsız said that the soldiers had made a call of “surrender” after the incident, and added, “After the incident all villagers rushed to the spot. But the soldiers allowed no one to approach the children until 10.30pm. They also threatened us with shooting. The prosecutor came and wrote an official report, and then the bodies were taken away. The soldiers waited for the death of the children in order to avoid them to give testimony.” 

78) Nesih Çelik (19) 

A youth named Nesih Çelik was found dead with a single bullet in the head after a streetcar had been stopped in Yenibosna Fevzi Çakmak quarter of İstanbul. It was found out that the police officer Ümit Pişkin from a bomb squad member in charge at the Political Branch killed Nesih Çelik. Ümit Pişkin, who was referred to Bakırköy Penal Court. No. 1 on 15 March, stated that the incident occurred during a quarrel. However, eyewitnesses stated that Pişkin targeted and shot Çelik from close distance. The court decided to arrest Ümit Pişkin after hearing him and eyewitnesses. Ümit Pişkin was sent to Metris Prison. The autopsy conducted by the Forensic Institute revealed that Çelik was shot from a close distance.

79) Nuri Kaplan 

In Koçan village of Göksu town of Karayazı district of Erzurum, soldiers opened fire on a villager named Nuri Kaplan. In the incident that happened on 21 March, Nuri Kaplan reportedly died while he was being taken to the hospital, and a soldier was detained later. Reportedly Nuri Kaplan wanted to prevent a fight between the dogs of the Gendarmerie Station and the dogs of the village.

80) Feridun Sözen 

81) ... ... 

Gendarmes opened fire on Feridun Sözen and Kadir (surname could not be revealed), who went to the forest in order to gather wood in the vicinity of Dereobası village of Osmaniye on 11 April, and killed Feridun Sözen. Kadir was detained following the incident. The gendarmerie officials claimed that Feridun Sözen was “killed in a clash.” It was alleged that on the same day another person was also killed. Feridun Sözen’s relatives Medine Yavuztürk and Hüseyin Yavuztürk, who visited the grave of Sözen, were detained by the police since they sowed flowers and irrigated them in a grave next to hers. Feridun Sözen’s father Esat Sözen said that the police officers asked his relatives, “Why did you sow flowers and irrigate them in that grace. Do you know him?” Sözen stated that that was grave of a youth who was killed on the same day with his son and whose identity could not be determined, and the police officer were on sentry next the grave in order to determine who would claim possession of the grave. 

82) Hacı ... 

On 24 April, Hacı (surname unrevealed) was killed by the police in Beyoğlu, İstanbul. A dispute broke out between the police officers and a group of 20 people who went to Beyoğlu Police HQ in order to demand the release of their four friends in detention. When the group encountered with police officers in Demirbaş Street on their way, they stated their friends were innocent and demanded their release. When the dispute got heated, a uniformed police officer, who was reputedly “dark and tall”, drew his gun and opened fire on the group. Hacı, matriculated in Batman, died. The police detained three people.

83) Kamil Ertuğrul Örsçekiç (27)

In Aksaray, İstanbul, the police killed Kamil Ertuğrul Örsçekiç by shots at the exit of the metro station on 23 June. It was reported that he had tried to take away the gun of the police officer Murat Kılıçoğlu, when he approached him the back, and they had started grappling each other. At that time some police officers standing nearby opened fire on him and he died as a result. 18 empty cartridges were found on the spot. 

84) Ahmet Argiş (22)

Village guards Abdi Aylanç (39) and Arif Aylanç died and 3 village guards were wounded in a clash, which broke out in the vicinity of Sason, Batman, on 7 July. Village guards, who reportedly raided two villages in the vicinity after the clash killed Ahmet Argiş (22) in Hewre village and wounded a child, Hüseyin Bayındır (13), in Tira village. The burial permission issued by Sason Public Prosecution Office for Ahmet Argiş asserted, “he died in a clash.” Upon this, Ahmet Argiş’s father Yusuf Argiş filed an official complaint with Sason Public Prosecution Office and related the incident in detail. In his application, Yusuf Argiş stated that after the clash that took place in Karameşe region in the morning, the village guards and the gendarmerie units from Sason Gendarmerie HQ raided their village and gathered all villagers in the village square, confiscated their ID cards, and kept them waiting there for about two hours: “They searched all the houses, barns and gardens. They could not find anything illegal. Then they put my house on fire. At around 1pm, village guard Ali Aylanç, whose name I learnt afterwards, and another village guard whose name I do not know, said to us, ‘The commander will give your ID cards back. Go there.’ When village headman Amo Ardıç, Nurettin Demir, İrfan Ardıç, my son Ahmet Argiş and I went to the commander, they opened fire. Ahmet was behind me. We realized that they were firing on us. When I looked behind, I saw defendant Ali Aylanç firing at my son Ahmet with a rifle.” Argiş also stated that the other village guard also targeted Ahmet: “Bu I did not see him fire on him. Ali Aylanç and the other village guard attempted to fire on all of us. But the gendarme caught them and took them away. My son died on the spot.” Yusuf Argiş said: “The clash took place a few kilometers away from the village. The clash broke out at 8am, and my son was killed at 1pm. He was killed by the village guards.” Also Mirza Bayındır, the father of Hüseyin Bayındır, who was injured during the incident, filed an official complaint against the village guards. Bayındır demanded that the village guards “who opened fire on his son by targeting him” should be put on trial. Meanwhile, Hewre village was evacuated about two weeks after the incident.

85) Turgay Metin (12)

86) Cihat Metin (14)

Soldiers killed two boys, Turgay Metin and Cihat Metin, while they were grazing animals in the vicinity of Güzelce village of Mesudiye district of Ordu at about 9.30pm on 23 August. Officials claimed that they had not been killed deliberately; “the soldiers believed them to be militants.” Ordu Deputy Governor Ömer Bıçkıcıoğlu said that on 23 August special teams carried out an operation upon a tip-off, but the information was found to be false, and when they returned, they opened fire on two shepherds, who turned out to be boys from Güzelce village. The incident was protested by demonstrations late at night. It was reported that the special team members İbrahim Kaya and Mustafa Çavdar were arrested on charges of “killing people as a result of negligence and carelessness.”

87) Utku Topçuoğlu 

The police opened fire and wounded Utku Topçuoğlu and Nazmi Nalcı, while chasing the burglar Tahir Şancı, who had robbed the office of a dentist, Banu Birsin, in İzmir on 7 September. Utku Topçuoğlu died in hospital. The incident unfolded as follows: Tahir Şancı, who reportedly stole the golden necklace and TL 20 million of Banu Birsin by threatening to kill her and then fled, was seen by the police around Hatuniye Park. Police officials stated that Tahir Şancı disobeyed the “stop warning” by plainclothes police officers and then was shot in the leg and apprehended. As a result of the fire opened by the police, a passer-by named Utku Topçuoğlu was wounded in the chest, and Nazmi Nalcı was wounded in the abdomen. Utku Topçuoğlu died in the hospital.

88) Cumali Ata (27) 

89) İbrahim Ata (20)

The brothers Cumali Ata and İbrahim Ata were killed by a village guard named Ali Yıldırım in Kadılı Village, Doğanşehir, Malatya, on 11 September. Hasan Ata was wounded during the attack. The reason why he killed them could not be learned.

90) Servet Hant 

It was claimed that Servet Hant was killed by a police officer who deliberately hit him by car and crushed him to death, in Bingöl, on 16 September. Servet Hant’s friend Özgür Tunç said that about an hour before the incident Hant had quarreled with a police officer whose name he did not know. The people around settled the dispute, but the plainclothes police officer who was 1.70 m tall and 30 years of age, and with a crescent-shaped moustache threatened the youths saying, “I will take revenge” and tried to learn the names of the youths. Özgür Tunç stated that they participated in a wedding ceremony after the dispute: “Servet suddenly started to run from the Public Education House where he was sitting. I rushed after him. Then someone ahead of me, too, rushed after him. After a while Servet was out of sight. I don’t know how long it was. When I came to the road at the exit of the park I saw the person, who followed Servet, and asked him “why are you following him?” He told me he was a police officer. Then a superintendent named Alper who is in charge of the Şehit Erkal Police Station came and took this plainclothes police officer away in an official car.” Özgür Tunç said that after he had returned home, he had heard that a car had hit his friend and he had died. Another eyewitness, whose house is on the opposite side of the Kültür Park where the incident took place, said that he had seen a red car having a license plate ‘06 SC’ had hit him. The eyewitness, who requested to be anonymous, stated that he had, at first, thought the incident to be an accident, but the car had driven back right after hitting him, and had gone over him again, and crushed him once more. It was reported that Özgür Tunç had been taken to the police station for four times after the incident.

91) Ali Kılıç

A villager named Ali Kılıç, who went to collect wood in İbikan village of Dicle district of Diyarbakır on 29 October, was ambushed and killed by chief village guard Hüseyin Eldemir and the village guards Nurettin Tuncer, Zülfü Yıldırım, Zülfü Tuncay, Reşit Tuncay, Sefer Kılıç, Mehmet Kılıç and Abdullah Kılıç. Reportedly he had migrated to Elazığ since he was forced to become a village guard, but had returned to the village due to unemployment and poverty two weeks ago. Villagers stated that, although they had given the police the names of the village guards who had carried out the attack, only a relative of a village guard, named Askeri Aydemir, had been detained.

92) Salih Gül (65) 

On 3 November, Salih Gül was crushed to death by a military armored vehicle in Mazgirt, Tunceli. The incident developed as follows: Salih Gül and 11 villagers who went from Değirmendere village of Mazgirt district of Tunceli to a mill in Örs village in order to grind wheat on 3 November, were stopped by soldiers from Elmalı Gendarmerie Station and their wheat was confiscated. When the villagers returned to their village, they saw that an armored vehicle was driving on them very fast and rushed to the side of the road in vicinity of Peri village. However, Salih Gül failed to escape and died. Salih Gül was buried in Değirmendere. 

93) ... Özdemir (17) 

A 17-year-old shepherd (name unknown, the surname is Özdemir) was shot dead by village guards between Düzova and Dalyan villages of Ceylanpınar, Urfa, on 10 November. A village guard named Yusuf Akgül was arrested in connection with his death.

94) Bilal Alanca (5)

A child named Bilal Alanca was shot dead by the police officer Ahmet Gezer, in Kışla, Nusaybin, Mardin, on 10 November. Bilal Alanca died in hospital. It was claimed that the police officer targeted a rabid dog but the child came in between.

95) Ali Savul (16)

Policeman Ali Zehir, who was chasing Adnan Kalbiferah because he killed a person and wounded another, opened fire and shot the 16-year-old passerby Ali Savul to death, wounding another passerby, Halit Arıcı, on 5 December. The police authorities claimed that “Ali Zehir fell on the ground during the chase, and his gun took fire accidentally.”

96) İsmail Ötünç
97) Hacı Ali Ötünç

98) Ercan Vural 
99) Mehmet Sıddık Vural

100) Salih Vural

A dispute dating back to 1992 between the inhabitants of Kunkütük village of Viranşehir district of Urfa and those of Akçay (Siyamed) village of Derik district of Mardin turned into a clash on 2 August. (
) In the clash, which broke out in the pasture between two villages, the village guards named İsmail Ötünç and Hacı Ali Ötünç died. Following the clash, 8 people from Akçay village were detained and taken to Derik Central Gendarmerie HQ. On 4 August the village guard Muzaffer Tan opened fire on 8 people at around 9.30am as they were waiting in front of the Gendarmerie Station, next to the Courthouse, where they would be taken. In the attack, the village guards Ercan Vural, Mehmet Sıddık Vural and Salih Vural died and the village guards named Hüseyin Vural and Mehmet Vural were wounded. Muzaffer Tan was detained. Hüseyin Vural stated that they had been tortured in detention and held Derik Gendarmerie Central Commander Major Yılmaz Peker responsible for the incident. Vural said: “They told us that they would take us to Derik Central Gendarmerie HQ. And I said to the officers named Yasin and Ahmet, ‘The village guards from Sefa tribe will kill us, you will be responsible for anything bad for us.’ The officers said, ‘No, we will maintain he security. They cannot do anything to you.’” Vural stated that they were later taken to Derik in a convoy, and the commander of the station cooperated with the village guards. Vural said: “Major Yılmaz Peker had a role in this incident; since nobody can kill anybody inside a station without any obstruction. I have questions about the major. I am sure that he wanted us to be killed by taking bribe from the village guards.” In the meantime, the Vural family in Akçay village migrated from the village because “their life was at risk.” Mehmet Vural stated that they had no other chance but to migrate, and their village did not accept to become village guards, therefore there were pressures on them. Vural said: “The village guards attacked us among the gendarmes of the state. My three nephews were killed. My son Hüseyin and I were wounded. The state, which is incapable of protecting us in its center, cannot protect us in our village. Therefore, we migrated to Koleçiya village of Mazıdağı.”

h) Those wounded

In 1997, several people were wounded and some were disabled due to random fire opened by the security forces on demonstrators, people, houses, vehicles or during raids for various reasons. 

The police officers in charge at Şehit Fehim Çakır Police Station in Pendik, İstanbul, attempted to stop a pickup on 1 January on the ground that it was “suspicious.” When the pickup driven by Sadık Otar did not stop, the police officers opened fire on it. As a result of the fire, Sadık Otar, who attempted to flee away, and the police officer Ramazan Orçan were wounded to the leg. 

In Diyarbakır, a child named Mahir Suna (12), who was playing in the dump of the 7th Army Corps Headquarters with his friends, was shot in the leg as a result of the fire opened by a soldier standing guard. 

A coffee house in Fatih quarter of İstanbul was bombed at about 5am on 21 January. In the bombing Rıdvan Uçar was wounded. Police officers, who carried out an operation in the region later on, shot Ali Erdem on the grounds that “he looked suspicious and he disobeyed the stop warning”, and detained him.

Out of those who were claimed to have tried to rob a shop in Ankara in the night of 25 January, Cevdet Karataş (18) was shot and captured by the police. It was learnt that a person named H. E. (17) was detained during the incident. 

Cemalettin Büyükkale and Hasan Büyükkale were wounded as the village guards Mecit Dayan, Faris Akgül, Takyettin Öztoprak and Tahir Dayan, in charge at Siirt Provincial Directorate of Public Works, opened fire on the villagers in Çalıdüzü (Melha) village of Kurtalan district of Siirt on 11 February. 

The police opened fire on Murat Elhakan (21) in Bağlar district of Diyarbakır on 23 February on the grounds that he disobeyed “stop warning”. It was reported that Murat Elhakan had been taken to Diyarbakır State Hospital and chained to the bed. 

Deputy superintendent Mustafa Cebeci, in charge at İstanbul Atatürk Airport Security Branch, wounded his wife Şenay Cebeci to her shoulder with his gun after a quarrel on 1 March. Mustafa Cebeci took her to İstanbul Faculty of Medicine Hospital. 

In Samandağ district of Hatay, a police officer and his elder brother who was a non-commissioned officer opened fire on a motorcyclist. Subsequently, people held a rally outside the District Governorate in protest of the attitude by the police. The incident happened as follows: Police officer Bünyamin Erdoğan and his elder brother NCO Nuri Erdoğan wanted to stop a motorcyclist named Edip Sağ at PTT Street in Samandağ on 19 March. When Sağ did not stop, Erdoğan drew his gun and started to open fire. Some passers-by intervened in the incident, and wanted to obstruct Nuri Erdoğan. When Nuri Erdoğan opened fire at random, the people showed more reaction. In the fight, Nurettin Erdoğan hit Nurettin Hoca with the butt of his gun and wounded him to the head. Bünyamin Erdoğan was also injured. The rally held outside the Governorate ended without further incidents.

A villager named Muhittin Uçar was wounded in a mortar fire opened by soldiers in the vicinity of Kızıltepe district of Mardin on 2 April. 

Ali İhsan Kılıç, a reporter for the journal Kurtuluş, was shot and detained by the police in Gazi quarter of İstanbul on 22 April. It was reported that Ali İhsan Kılıç, who was stopped by the police at about 9pm, was shot in the leg when he resisted the police, and taken to the Political Branch of Istanbul Police HQ, instead of a hospital. Two people whose names were not revealed were also detained along with Kılıç. 

It was claimed that a villager named Haydar Kaya had been wounded as a result of fire opened by security officers nearby his house in Geyiksuyu town of Tunceli at around 9pm on 14 May. His relatives took him first to Tunceli State Hospital and then to Elazığ State Hospital due to the lack of physicians.

The police opened fire on students during a clash, which broke out when some students, adherents of the MHP, attacked left-wing students at İstanbul University with stones and clubs on 22 May. In the incidents at least 14 people, 10 of them students, were wounded. A group of right-wing people coming from a hearing, in which some right-wing students were prosecuted because they shot and wounded 3 left-wing students in the Faculty of Law on 5 December 1996 made their way to the Central Campus of İstanbul University, and attacked left-wing students, who were distributing leaflets outside the Faculty of Law. The quarrel subsequently went on in front of the Faculty of Politics. Left-wing students, Volkan Bozoğlu (the Editor-in-Chief of the journal Revolutionary Youth) and Bülent Tegün, were wounded in the legs when the police, who intervened in the quarrel, opened fire on the students. Additionally, 8 students were wounded, 4 of them were stabbed. Police officer Sami Yıldırım and a cameraman for the TV channel “Kanal E”, Deniz Dursun, were wounded by stones thrown by students, and Cengiz Çınar, a reporter for the now-defunct daily Demokrasi, was wounded when a police vehicle hit him. The police beat Şebnem Aksoy, a reporter for the newspaper Radikal, and some journalists. Some 50 students were detained in connection with the incidents. 

PKK militants raided military buildings and a radio-link station in Hakkari on 8 August. Three village guards died in the clash that broke out at the radio-link station. After the raid, the security forces opened fire at random in the city, and wounded Delila Mavigöz (15).

On 10 August, a policeman chased two persons in Dudullu quarter of Ümraniye district of İstanbul, and the chase ended in the injury of a newspaper vendor, Erdoğan Aslan (32), and one of the two persons chased when he opened fire on them. It was reported that the police had opened fire at the time the two persons who were claimed to be thieves had just entered the market. Erdoğan Aslan was shot in the back. An eyewitness said that the policeman deliberately shot one of the persons he chased in the leg after he caught him.

Şirin Aydın (81) was wounded in an artillery fire, which was opened on Yeşilsırt village of Sarıkonak town of Bitlis, from Narlıdere and Karıncaköy Gendarmerie Stations on 20 August. 

Mehmet Dizdaş was shot and wounded by the police officer Nuri Kartal in Ceyhan district of Adana. Mehmet Dizdaş stated that while he had been drinking beer on the street with 3 friends in Gaziosmanpaşa, at around 10pm on 30 August, the plainclothes police officer Nuri Kartal, and two other people walking along with him had approached them and told “don’t you know that it is not allowed to drink beer here?” In the debate, Nuri Kartal had drawn his gun, as told by Mehmet Dizdaş, who had caught him from the wrist to prevent him from triggering his gun. Kartal’s gun had at that moment caught fire and Dizdaş had been wounded as a result. Mehmet Dizdaş said, “The policeman started to escape in fear. My friends caught him some 20 or 30 meters away. Then a police team came from Gaziosmanpaşa Police Station, which is 250 meters away from the spot, and took my friends and the policeman to the station. They took me to Ceyhan State Hospital.” He stated that he had been detained on 8 September, after being discharged from hospital, and had been threatened to change his testimony. Dizdaş added that they had released him after a while, describing the incident as an “accident.” Dizdaş applied to the HRA. Mehmet Dizdaş’ friends Mevlüt Mehmet Pekdemir, Süleyman Tete and Muzaffer (his surname could not be learned), who were with him during the incident, were reportedly threatened to change their testimonies.

Non-commissioned officer Murat Azizoğlu and enlisted man Erkan Kaya died in a clash that broke out in Gülalan region in the vicinity of Gökçekanat village of Bingöl on 6 September. The soldiers who came to the spot after the clash reportedly detained the shepherds around the village, and shot a woman named Türkan Çakanbay in the leg.

On 12 September, Ramazan Bozarslan (13) was wounded as a result of the cannonade by Engul Gendarmerie Station in the vicinity of Lice district of Diyarbakır. The shepherd Ramazan Bozarslan was coming back to Yaprakköy of Lice with his herd.

The shepherd Kamil Karaban (14) was wounded by artillery fire opened by soldiers in the vicinity of Genç, Bingöl. Following the incident, the soldiers raided the house of Kamil Karaban in Genç. The soldiers detained Kamil Karaban’s father Hüseyin Karaban and his mother Semiha Karaban on the ground that “they did not take care of the child.”

Soldiers in charge at Karlıova Gendarme Station launched rocket propelled grenades against Karkapazarı village of Karlıova district of Bingöl. No one died or was wounded in the incident, but piles of dry grass burnt as a result of the fire opened. Ekrem Sürmeli, the headman of Karkapazarı, met with Ahmet Dilekçi, the Commander of Karlıova Gendarmerie Station, on 17 September. It was reported that Ahmet Dilekçi had admitted during the meeting that the rocket-propelled grenades had caused the fire in the village. The villagers stated that their village was raided every week and they were insulted and beaten by soldiers, and their houses were damaged during the searches. They said that the soldiers had asked them, if they found any food at home, “For whom do you keep these? The food is too much for your own needs.” In the meantime, the vineyards and gardens that belonged to the villagers who refused to serve as village guards were burnt down by the village guards in Bere village of Kurtalan district of Siirt. It was revealed that the fields, burnt down during the incident of 11 September, belonged to Ahmet Bitkay, Mehmet Bitkay and İshak Bitkay, who stated that the fire had been started by Nurettin Uyanık, the head of the village guards in Bere village, and that they would lodge an official complaint against Uyanık. 

PKK militants attacked Hakkari Gendarmerie Regiment and military buildings around it at 10.30pm on 25 September. The security forces opened fire after the attack, towards the rural area encircling the city center, and some 10 houses in Merzan and Kıran quarters were hit. Nobody was injured.

Police officers and soldiers launched a fusillade against Dereli quarter of Hani district of Diyarbakır at around 10pm on 26 September. The police officers came to Dereli with 3 armored vehicles and 2 vehicles bearing civilian license plates, which belonged to Hani Police HQ, along with soldiers with 2 armored vehicles and 5 military vehicles which belonged to Hani Battalion, and they randomly fired on the houses in Dereli. Bahri Aral (55), who saved his life from the fusillade by hiding behind a wall, was beaten by the police officers (the name of one of them was claimed to be Murat Kaya) and his chin, teeth and ribs were broken. It was claimed that the physicians did not issue a medical report for him though he was taken to Hani Health Center in the morning of 27 September and then to Diyarbakır State Hospital. It was reported that some police officers had gone to the house of the physician in charge and threatened him not to give a medical report to Aral.

On 28 October, Hasan Baytur (12), who went to collect dried cow dung in the vicinity of Nusaybin district of Mardin, was wounded as a result of fire opened by the soldiers patrolling the Syrian border. Hasan Baytur was taken to Mardin State Hospital. It was reported that following the incident, the plainclothes police officers met with Hasan Baytur’s mother Hazal and his father Fadıl Baytur, and said to them, “The incident was not intentional. Do not inform the prosecution office or any organization of the soldiers. This is not good for you.” Fadıl Baytur was detained by the police at the entrance of Mardin when he went there to visit his son on 2 November. Baytur stated that he had previously been threatened not to file an official complaint: “Again they said, ‘You gain nothing by blaming the soldiers. So do not apply anywhere. This is not good for you and your family.’ They released me after keeping me in detention for about one hour.” Baytur said he would lodge an official complaint.

The special team members who were sent to participate in operations conducted in the rural area in Midyat district of Mardin, opened fire on a house 5 km away from the district on 13 November. As a result of the fire, the villager named Veysel Hilan (34), who was repairing his house, was wounded in his back and foot. It was reported that the villager attempted to go to the house to take Hilan to hospital, but the security forces did not allow them for a long time. Hilan was later taken to Mardin State Hospital. 

Cengiz Demirsu, MHP İdil District Organization former Chairman, who was going from İdil district of Şırnak to Midyat in his private car, was wounded on 19 December as a result of fire opened by the police at a checkpoint at the exit of the district on the ground the he disobeyed the “stop warning.” Demirsu was taken to Cizre State Hospital.

i) Other deaths and injuries due to authority to use gun 

The extensive scope of and the lack of control on the authority to use a gun by the security forces led to many deaths in addition to cases of “extra-judicial execution.” Political and administrative preferences played a great role in such deaths. 

In a clash that broke out among village guards from the Heseni tribe due to a land conflict in Yaylım village of Kızıltepe district of Mardin, 5 people (4 being village guards) died while 7 people were wounded. The conflict arose between the village guards named Mecit Sungur and Aziz Sungur resulted in a clash on 18 January. In the clash, the village guards Mecit Sungur (26), Selahattin Sungur (36) and Süleyman Sungur (38) died on the spot whereas the village guard Ahmet Sungur and a deaf-and-dumb woman named Azize Sungur (35) died at the hospital. 

In Kırmataş village of Hazro district of Diyarbakır, a village guard named Mehmet Bidikçi (60) and a child named Figen Polat (12) died, and 6 people including a soldier were wounded in a clash for the “sentry duty turn” between two village guard families. In the clash, Saime Dağlı, Ali Bidikçi, Mehmet Bidikçi and two village guards (names unrevealed) were wounded. 

In Tunceli, the police officer Cemil Bayram killed the police officer Dursun Zeytin after a dispute of a yet unknown reason in the night of 23 January. 

Fahri Korkmaz, a bodyguard for İzmir Chief of Police Hasan Özdemir, shot and wounded Ali Kapıcı, a teahouse manager, with whom he disputed because of business, and Sedat Aybayram, who was with Kapıcı, on 14 March. Following the incident, Korkmaz surrendered to Public Order Branch and was suspended from duty.

The village guards Abdullah Baydur, Mehmet Çağlı and Cemil Çağlı were wounded in a clash, which broke out among the village guards of the same tribe in Cudi quarter of Cizre district of Şırnak on 20 May. A woman named Reyhan Baydur was detained in connection with the incident, the reason of which was not reported.

It was claimed that some village guards were responsible for attacks in Hakkari in July and August, which led to the deaths of a police officer and 3 village guards. According to the statement by Hakkari Governor’s Office, the police detained 9 people, four of whom were village guards in connection with the killing of police officer Mert Altıntaş in the vicinity of the Erzik Bridge, on 12 July and the killings of three village guards, Aziz Özkan, Fahri Çelik and Nusret Çiftçi, during a raid against the military buildings and radio-link station on 8 August. Hakkari Governor’s Office claimed that detained village guards Rahmi Akdağ, İdris Akdağ and Sabri Akdağ, and three others named Ali Kurt, Sadullah Tekin and Kerim Temel had carried out the attacks. The rest of the detainees, Lokman Akdağ, Tayyip Çelik, and Ali Aslan (village guard), were claimed to have “aided the others”. 

In Ziyaret town of Kozluk district of Batman, Rıdvan Gülmez died and 10 people were wounded in a clash, which broke out between the Akgün family, whose members are village guards, and the Gülmez family on 20 July.

In Cizre, Şırnak, 7 people died and 56 people were wounded in an incident caused by village guards. It was claimed that members of the “Teya” tribe carried out an attack in revenge of the killing of their tribesman Abdürrezzak Binzet, who was abducted on 17 July and whose corpse had been found the next day in the vicinity of Cizre. The names of the people who died in the incident, which continued for almost 1 hour, were: Ahmet Yağarcık, Merdan Dayan, Ali Söknek (Sökmek), Kazım Üçkoç (Üçkat; 18), Mehmet Emin Pökün (Pekün; 19), Murat Şaman and Servet Kolanç. The people who were wounded in the incident were taken to Dicle University Faculty of Medicine. They stated that during the wedding ceremony, electricity had been cut off suddenly and then a hand grenade had exploded, and the village guards had opened fire randomly. Some 80 people, 70 of them village guards, were detained in connection with the incident. While the detainees were released later, Hacı Kamil Saçan and his sons Mehmet Saçan, Çelli Saçan and Sait Saçan from “Kiça” tribe were remanded on 19 August on charges of “throwing a hand grenade on the people in the wedding ceremony,” and put on trial with the demand of the dearth penalty. Hacı Kamil Saçan, Çelebi Saçan, Sait Saçan and Mehmet Saçan were released after the hearing held at Şırnak Criminal Court on 29 November. 

In Van, a clash broke out between the villagers of Güneyyamaç village of Bahçesaray and those of Ermuşat village of Çatak (Van) on 10 October as a result of disputes continuing for years over pastureland. The incident broke out when the Xelila tribe took their sheep to the pasture between Bahçesaray and Çatak. When village guards from the Miksî tribe demanded the shepherds of the Xelila tribe to take their sheep away, a clash broke out and continued until 11 October. In the clash in which about 100 people participated, Ahmet Gülgezen, Nazmi Temur and Tamer Demir, village guards of Güneyyamaç, and villagers Cafer Temur, Şükrü Tebar, Mehmet Hırsız, Selahattin Servet, Halil Servet, Muhsin Denizman, and Ali Ertem, a village guard of Ermuşat, died, and two villagers from Ermuşat were wounded. Following the incident, many people from both tribes were detained.

Non-commissioned officer Sinan Karaman, in charge at 66th Armored Battalion Headquarters, who disputed with Cafer Çıbız and Günnur Çıbız outside Çınar Mosque in Pendik, İstanbul, at around 10pm on 11 November, shot them dead. Afterwards, Sinan Karaman committed suicide with his gun.

Gökmen Yavuz (20) died, and Suat Yılmaz (18) and D. E. (17) were wounded when they had an accident as they were escaping from the police in the car they stole in Bağcılar, İstanbul, at around 3am on 5 December. It was reported that Gökmen Yavuz was an enlisted man on leave.

3.3. ‘MURDERS BY UNKNOWN ASSAILANTS’

‘Murders by unknown assailants,’ which represented one of the most important threats to the right to life since 1989, accounted for one of the most important human rights problems in Turkey. The information obtained in connection with murders discussed during the Susurluk Scandal and the Yüksekova Trial provided significant hints on “internal security operations.” Political ‘murders by unknown assailants’ in which 1294 people lost their lives (according to the figures of the HRFT) between the beginning of 1989 and the end of 1994 began to decrease starting after mid-1995, and continued at a steady pace in 1996 and 1997. With the decrease in the number of such murders, the counter-guerrilla type “gangs” which were held responsible for such murders and ‘Hezbollah’ (or one of its wings) which was claimed to be involved in paramilitary activities began to be exposed to the public and a number of people who were claimed to be members of ‘Hezbollah’ were arrested. The existence of the Gendarme Intelligence and Anti-Terror Unit (JİTEM), which was frequently pronounced in connection both with the ‘counter-guerrilla’ and ‘Hezbollah’ and which was alleged to be supporting them, was mostly denied. The existence of the Turkish Revenge Brigade (TİT), which was claimed to be a counter-guerrilla organization, could not be clarified. In 1997, 65 people were killed in attacks particularly in the State of Emergency Region and in certain settlements in the West.

According to the official figures declared in April, the number of murders by unknown assailants in Turkey was 5,199, and 1,490 of these were political. In her reply to the parliamentary question by CHP MP Sabri Ergül, Meral Akşener, the Minister of Interior, stated that 1,023 political and 1,354 ordinary murders were committed by ‘unknown assailants’ in the regions controlled by the gendarmerie between 1987 and 1996, and 467 political and 2,365 ordinary murders were committed by unknown assailants in the regions controlled by the police. According to the statement, unknown assailants committed 1,176 murders in the State of Emergency Region and the neighboring provinces. (The murders which were attributed to various organizations and which were thus supposed to be solved are not included in these figures.) 

Murders by unknown assailants started with the attacks against certain intellectuals in Ankara and İstanbul (Muammer Aksoy, Bahriye Üçok, Çetin Emeç, Turan Dursun, Uğur Mumcu). In 1996, the Susurluk accident and the exposure of the Yüksekova gang gave important clues on identities of those responsible for the attacks which were observed in the State of Emergency Region and which particularly aimed at the members and executives of the HEP (afterwards DEP and HADEP), journalists, human rights advocates, executives of NGOs and Kurdish intellectuals. It had been known and was frequently expressed that the counter-guerilla was responsible for the murders by unknown assailants committed in the Emergency State Region in a manner of death squads in Latin. The flow of information and new developments after the Susurluk accident on 3 November revealed a large organization and a powerful decision-making mechanism. The large numbers of confessor militants, policemen, special team members, village guards, in short “state employees” among the gunmen explained why the assailants were never caught.

a) Paramilitary Organizations 

Developments following 3 November 1996 showed that behind the violation of the fundamental right to life in such as rigorous manner lied the perception of “eradicating the origins of terror.” Significant evidence showed that higher institutions and top ranking officials of the state regarded all means legitimate to achieve this aim and state officials cooperated with suspects of massacres (members or executives of the ultra-nationalist Idealists [an ultra-nationalist youth organization affiliated with the MHP]), extreme right-wing activists, and drug smugglers. It was observed that everybody who prevented or was supposed to prevent the dark relations and who criticizes the ‘state policies’ on the fundamental problems of the country, in particular the Kurdish problem might become a victim of such murders. 

The report completed by the Inspection Board of the Prime Ministry in January 1998 and disseminated partially to the public started with the following sentence: “The bombing of the daily Özgür Gündem in İstanbul, the killing of Behçet Cantürk, the killing of writer Musa Anter in Diyarbakır, the Tarık Ümit incident in İstanbul, the coup attempt in Azerbaijan, the murder of Hikmet Babataş in Bodrum, the kidnapping of Mehmet Ali Yaprak in Gaziantep, and the loans by the banks amounting to several trillion TL are all different facets of the incident in question.” Kutlu Savaş, the author of the report, answered the question, “What is the Susurluk incident?” as follows: “Murders by unknown assailants stopped suddenly in November 1996. That is Susurluk.” And as for the killing of Kurdish businessmen, Savaş said: “The beginning of the Susurluk incident may be hidden in a sentence uttered by then-Prime Minister Tansu Çiller. She had said: “We have the list of businessmen who aid the PKK.” Afterwards the executions started. Who gave the orders for the executions?” The report included investigations regarding the police, the gendarmerie and intelligence organizations participating in the formation of the counter-guerrilla organization and Mafia formations. The report implied that the perpetrators of some “murders by unknown assailants” or their seniors were interviewed, however, no investigation was launched in connection with murders by unknown assailants.
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“They deserved a heavy punishment...” 

We can say that the above-mentioned points can be applied to similar subjects, for instance to the killing of Savaş Buldan. The person in question has been recorded with smuggling and separatist activities in favor of the PKK. The same applied to Medet Serhat Yöş, Metin Can and Vedat Aydın. Those who conducted activities against the unity and integrity of the country deserved a heavy penalty. We disagree to what was done only with respect to the form and results of the action. Indeed, it was determined that even those who approved of all of the incidents were regretful for the killing of Musa Anter. It is said that Musa Anter was not involved in armed actions, only dealt with the philosophy of the incident, and the impact of his murder exceeded his real impact and thus the decision of killing him was wrong. (For information on the above-mentioned persons see Annex 9.) There are also other journalists who were killed. (PAGE 75 WAS CENSORED.) (The Inspection Board of the Prime Ministry, Susurluk Report, January 1998)
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The counter-guerilla organization and the murders by unknown assailants were not limited to what came to light through the investigation and discussions on the Susurluk scandal. A number of “gangs” were prosecuted in separate trials. For instance, some special team members participated in the crime organizations and paramilitary activities in the region where the “internal security operations” were conducted. It was observed that gendarmerie officers and non-commissioned officers, confessor militants and village guards were also active within such organizations. For instance, a crime organization, in which a “confessor militant” and two special team members were active, was uncovered in Diyarbakır. It was reported that the gang had kidnapped and killed Şeyhmuz Yavuz on 11 March 1994 on the ground that he was a PKK member and had extorted DM 3,000 from Yavuz. It was stated that the PKK confessor named İsmail Yeşilmen and the special team member Hüseyin Bozkuş were arrested, and another special team member was wanted. A trial was launched against those arrested on charges of “premeditated murder.” It was reported that a document prepared by Cizre Police HQ was found on confessor Yeşilmen. The document read: “Officials should help the person in question and in case of hesitation, the Anti-Terror Branch of Cizre District Police HQ should be called.” It was stated that the gun given to Yeşilmen was registered at Cizre Police HQ. In his testimony, Yeşilmen stated that he and two special team members in charge at Şırnak Police HQ detained Yavuz on the ground that he was “a PKK member.” In the testimony to the police and the prosecution office, Yeşilmen said: “In MHP Diyarbakır Provincial Organization building, I met two special team members whom I knew for long from Şırnak and Cizre. We went to a pastry-shop in order to have cold drinks. There, I saw Şeyhmuz Yavuz, who Alaattin Kanat called a PKK member and whom I knew very well. I attempted to hide myself from his eyes. When the special team members were aware of the situation, they asked me what was happening and I told them who he was. Then the special team members went towards Şeyhmuz Yavuz. They took him to a car, and we set out for Silvan. Afterwards we started to interrogate Yavuz in an empty building and requested him to tell us what he knew about the PKK. When he said that he would only reveal information about the PKK after he saw the militia, the special team members killed him with my gun.”

The trial launched against two confessors and two special team members on charges of killing Şeyhmuz Yavuz in Diyarbakır on 11 March 1994 started at Diyarbakır Criminal Court No. 1 on 16 July. Repentant İsmail Yeşilmen, who was on remand, and Hüseyin Başkurt, a special team member arrested in 1996, attended the first hearing, whereas deserting defendants, confessor Muhsin Gül and the special team member police officer named Sezai Ceylan did not. The prosecutor read the indictment, and stated that the defendants involved in a number of armed robberies in the city center in addition to the abduction and killing of Şeyhmuz Yavuz, and requested the death sentence for the defendants. Başkurt, who participated in the hearing for the first time, claimed that he did not know Yavuz, and he happened to know Yeşilmen as a confessor in Cizre in 1992, and he never saw him since then. On the other hand, Yeşilmen said that the claim by Başkurt that he did not know him was not true.

İsmail Yeşilmen, who extorted the gun of Mehmet Altun in collaboration with the confessor Muhsin Gül and Burhan Şare in Diyarbakır in July 1994, had been caught. He confessed that he had killed Şeyhmuz Yavuz in collaboration with the police officers. The ballistic examination of the gun found on Yeşilmen established that it had been used in the killing of Şeyhmuz Yavuz. İsmail Yeşilmen, who had been sentenced to 12 years in prison on charges of extorting the gun of Altun, narrated the murder in detail in his testimony at Diyarbakır Penal Court: “With the purpose of obtaining information, we went to the house of Halit Evren and introduced ourselves as PKK members; there I recognized Şeyhmuz Yavuz.” He stated that they had abducted Yavuz at the exit of Kültür Pastry-Shop and interrogated him in an empty farmhouse at the entrance of Kuşlukbağı village and then killed him. The gun which was determined to be used in the murder of Yavuz through the ballistic examination, had been given by Cizre Police HQ to Yeşilmen, and this had been written in the court minutes. 

In the hearing of 12 August, Yeşilmen reiterated that he had not been involved in the killing of Şeyhmuz Yavuz. He said, “The police officers told me that they would interrogate Yavuz. I was waiting outside as they were interrogating him in an empty construction on Silvan road. Then, Hüseyin Başkurt came and wanted my gun. I asked ‘You have a gun, what will you do with my gun?’ He said, ‘I will scare him.’ He took my gun and entered, then I heard a single shot. Afterwards, we left the spot. When I asked what happened, they said that they had scared him a bit. The murder was committed by Hüseyin Başkurt.” Hüseyin Başkurt rejected the accusations. The prosecutor changed his first indictment and requested that İsmail Yeşilmen be given the death sentence taking into consideration the evidence, and Hüseyin Başkurt be acquitted due to lack of evidence. The Court Board decided to release Hüseyin Başkurt on TL 100 million bail.
The trial ended on 9 September. İsmail Yeşilmen was convicted to 20 years in prison for “killing a person deliberately” under Article 448 of the TPC, and Hüseyin Başkurt was acquitted due to “insufficient evidence.” The court did not follow the demand by Sezgin Tanrıkulu, the lawyer of the relatives of Şeyhmuz Yavuz, who had asked that two defendants should be sentenced separately under Articles 64 and 450 § 3-4 TPC. Announcing the acquittal passed on Hüseyin Başkurt, the Presiding Judge said to him: “We do not believe you are innocent. You are guilty. But the present evidence at hand is not enough to prove that you are guilty.” Lawyer Sezgin Tanrıkulu said that the verdict was not fair and they would appeal against it.
The trial launched against Behçet Karaağaçlı, Şevki Karaağaçlı and Fikret Karaağaçlı, who were arrested in connection with the killing of Mehmet Latifeci, former Chairman of the DEP Samandağ District Organization, and his father Yahya Latifeci on 30 March 1995, ended in 1997. In their testimonies, the defendants had stated that they carried out anti-terror activities. The trial held at Antalya Criminal Court ended on 17 April. Şevki Karaağaçlı was sentenced to 36 years in prison, and Behçet Karaağaçlı to 24 years and Fikret Karaağaçlı to 2 years in prison. In the trial, the death penalty had been sought for the defendants. On 30 March, during the commemoration ceremony held near the tombs of Mehmet Latifeci and Muhittin Latifeci, a number of people including the General Secretary of Halkevleri (Community Houses), the executives of Samandağ Halkevi and the Chairman of İHD Antalya Branch were detained. Mehmet Latifeci had been killed on 30 March 1995. Four people, Yusuf Hüzmeli, Kamil Hüzmeli, Arif Hüzmeli and Ali Latifeci, had been wounded in the fire opened by the assailants who ran away after killing Mehmet Latifeci. During the same night, Mehmet Latifeci’s father Yahya Latifeci (59) had also been killed and his mother Daviye Latifeci had been wounded in fire opened by assailants who went to his house. 
The trial launched in connection with the killing of four teachers by unknown assailants in Hantepe village of Diyarbakır on 1 October 1996 continued at Diyarbakır SSC. In the trial held closed to the public, Resul Akçakoyun, Mehmet Anahtar, Abdurahman Sarıyer, Mehmet Ali Bozboğa and İhsan Tekin were prosecuted on the ground that they were members of the PKK and killed the teachers. 
In the hearing of 6 May, confessor militant Feyat Alu, allegedly involved in the Hantepe massacre, was heard. Alu alleged that the PKK killed the teachers; on the other hand, the PKK had stated that the counter-guerrilla carried out the massacre. Meanwhile, it had been reported that before arrest Feyat Alu had stayed in the ward of confessors in prison. Oya Egeli, Fatma Dinçer and Nurten Yıldız, who survived the massacre, stated that they did not knew those who abducted them and that they heard the sounds of walkie-talkies during the incident. Repentant Murat İpek said that the teachers had been killed by the village guards from Eğil region, who were led by a confessor named Cemil. 
The “Yüksekova Gang”

The Yüksekova gang, who seemed to be responsible for various cases of disappearances and murders by unknown assailants, was the second largest group, which was put on trial among the large counter-guerrilla groups, which are responsible for violations of the right to life. A. Cem Ersever, a middle-ranking commander of JİTEM, who was killed by unknown assailants as well, had provided information about a series of murders including those of Vedat Aydın and Mehmet Sincar; yet no trial had been launched in connection therewith.

The Yüksekova gang, which seemed to be formed within Yüksekova Gendarmerie Battalion HQ, came to light upon confessions by former PKK militant Kahraman Bilgiç about his activities within the gang. Diyarbakır SSC Prosecutor Nihat Çakır said about the gang: “Susurluk is nothing if we compare it with the things he has related... Turkey’s policy towards the Southeast may even change.” New information was obtained; but nothing changed.

Abdullah Canan (43), who disappeared in Yüksekova district of Hakkari on 17 January, was found dead in the vicinity of Altınbaşak village of Yüksekova on 21 February. The relatives of Abdullah Canan recalled that he had been detained during an ID check: “Some time ago, Abdullah applied to the Regional Administrative Court together with a number of other villagers in relation to the evacuation and burning of villages in Yüksekova by military forces. Although all other villagers withdrew their cases, Abdullah did not give up. As a result, he was occasionally threatened with death by the Yüksekova Battalion Commander.” Vahap Canan, the son of Abdullah Canan, held Yüksekova Battalion Commander Major Mehmet Emin Yurdakul responsible for the death of his father, and he said that his father had been threatened continually with death to give up the case.

Esat Canan, former CHP MP for Hakkari, stated that they had applied to the authorities after becoming certain that Abdullah Canan was in detention, but with no result. Esat Canan stated that confessor Kahraman Bilgiç, now known to be Abdullah Canan’s murderer, with the codename “Havargot-Hawar,” gave them information in return for 12,000 DM, on 29 September, after the existence of the “gang” had been discovered. Esat Canan said that Bilgiç told them Abdullah Canan was kept at Yüksekova Battalion Headquarters before he was murdered. Canan also quoted Bilgiç saying, “Emin Yurdakul, the former Battalion Commander, handed Abdullah Canan over to us for execution”.
On 21 March, CHP MPs Ercan Karakaş, Mahmut Işık and Mustafa Yıldız announced their reports on murders by unknown assailants in Hakkari. Karakaş made a statement about the rumors that Emin Yurdakul had a hand in the murder of Abdullah Canan, and demanded his dismissal. The Office of the General Staff, on the other hand, made an official complaint against Ercan Karakaş, Mahmut Işık and Mustafa Yıldız,” on the grounds that they had made Yurdakul “a target for the PKK”.
On 26 February, shortly after the discovery of Canan’s corpse, two more bodies were found, identified as the brothers Eyüp Karabey (26) and Mahir Karabey (18), both of whom had disappeared on 28 December 1995 in Çukurca district of Hakkari. It was reported that both Eyüp Karabey and Mahir Karabey had been shot with rifles, and that there were traces of bayoneting on their bodies. Eyüp Karabey and Mahir Karabey were buried in Çukurca on 27 February. The father of the murdered brothers, Recep Karabey, claimed that his sons had been murdered under torture, after having been detained by plainclothes police officers. Recep Karabey stated that he had applied to Çukurca Prosecution Office, Hakkari Police HQ and the Gendarmerie Regiment HQ when his children were detained, but received no result. In addition, Nurettin Aksoy, who was also detained by troops of Hakkari Gendarmerie Battalion, was found dead near Yeniköprü on 17 January.
The event which brought the “Yüksekova Gang,” which was forgotten following the murder of Abdullah Canan, on the agenda of the public happened when “people disguised as PKK militants kidnapped Necip Baskın and asked for ransom from his family,” in mid-September. 10 people raided the house of Faris Baskın, the Deputy Director of Yüksekova Milk Assembly Administration, in Vezirli village of Yüksekova, abducted Faris’ son Necip Baskın (22), and demanded a ransom of DM 200,000 from him. An investigation was launched when Faris Baskın informed the District Governor Aydın Tetikoğlu about the incident, and two village guards were caught when they came to collect the ransom. Upon confessions by the guards, four more village guards were caught together with Selim Serdar, the Team Chief in Special Operations Branch Directorate of Hakkari, and three police officers. Meanwhile, PKK confessor Kahraman Bilgiç was detained. Bilgiç was identified as the man who had pulled the trigger in the murder of Abdullah Canan. Kahraman Bilgiç made interesting statements in the testimony he gave during the investigation. He stated that they organized the helicopter accident in which General Eşref Bitlis died, and that they killed General Bahtiyar Aydın in Lice, Diyarbakır, on 23 October 1993, by using a Kanas brand assassination rifle.
When these “confessions” were covered in the media, CHP MP Ercan Karakaş said that nothing happened on the information they had provided 6 months before, but that they themselves were shown as the guilty party: “We informed the Brigade Commander about this confessor. He admitted that he was working with them. Our report was now confirmed. But we informed the President, the Minister of the Interior and the Prime Minister about this issue at the time. I talked with Ülkü Güney, then-Minister of Interior, personally. I gave him the reports. Güney said ‘I will take care of it.’ Later, they said that our claims were baseless. Somebody does something in the Security Directorate, and Security itself investigates it”.
Colonel Hamdi Poyraz, Lieutenant Colonel Mehmet Emin Yurdakul, Lieutenant Colonel İbrahim İşgüder, Lieutenant Colonel Kamber Oğuz, Captain Nihat Yiğiter, First Lieutenant Hamza Çeleboğlu, Special Team Chief Fatih Özhan, police officer Azmi Aydın, village guards Kerim Özcük, Osman Özpazar, Necmettin Haceyi and Kahraman Bilgiç were detained in the scope of the investigation. The trial launched at Diyarbakır SSC started on 11 April 1997. A number of guns were found in the house of Zeydan. In the hearing held on 16 December, the court board decided to release Zeydan on bail of TL 3 billion on the ground that “the investigations and communication revealed that part of the guns found in his house belonged to the state and part of them were kept with anti-terror purposes within the implicit approval by the state.” Mehmet Emin Yurdakul, who was prosecuted on charges of “forming illegal organization,” was released pending trial in the hearing held on 23 October. He was released from military prison. The officials of the military prison did not consider that an arrest warrant issued by Hakkari Criminal Court in connection with the murder cases existed.

“Hezbollah Organization”

The name of the radical Islamic Hezbollah organization, which carried out its attacks “under serious protection,” was frequently mentioned in 1997 in connection with murders by unknown assailants in the State of Emergency Region. The long-time dispute between two factions known as “İlim” and “Menzil,” erupted into armed clashes in the second half of 1993. These clashes, which constituted an important dimension of the murders by unknown assailants, became bloodier in 1994. They continued in 1995 and 1996; and numerous people were murdered in attacks with meat cleavers or in armed attacks or bombings. (
)
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“Once Upon a Time There was Hezbollah”
In 1991, protests of closing shops became widespread in many cities and towns in the Southeast. First, members of Special Teams made some attempts at opening the shops of the tradesmen and artisans, trying to break the locks of the shops with the butts of their rifles. International news agencies were sending pictures of policemen in such acts to the world press and television channels. In those days, the local tradesmen had quarrels with the police about their protests, and the PKK was increasing its activities in all settlements. In the second half of 1991, all of a sudden certain bearded men, who wore baggy trousers, and carried clubs and chains, replaced the Special Teams. They beat tradesmen who did not open their shops with the clubs forcing them to open up. When they appeared in the streets the policemen disappeared. This group called themselves “Hezbollah,” meaning the party of God. They armed themselves in a short period and afterwards numerous murders by unknown assailants were committed.
The first news about Hezbollah appeared in the journal “2000’e Doğru” claiming that members of Hezbollah were being trained at the Anti-Riot Directorate in Diyarbakır. Two days after the publication of the news, Halit Güngen, Diyarbakır representative of the journal, was murdered by unknown assailants in Diyarbakır. In the trial against Hezbollah with 35 suspects, held at Diyarbakır State Security Court on 26 June 1994, the organization was defined in detail for the first time. (…)
In an indictment prepared for another comprehensive Hezbollah case held at Diyarbakır SSC in March 1995, it was stated that the number of attacks with meat cleavers performed by the organization increased from 98 in 1993 to 131 in 1994. The targets of the attacks between 1994-1995 were PKK or Democracy Party sympathizers. After Hezbollah lost significant power due to operations undertaken by the police at the end of 1994, the target of attacks changed in 1995. The political nature of the attacks with meat cleavers became a social one, and new targets were mainly prostitutes, pimps, women who did not wear headscarves and girls wearing short skirts and jeans. According to this indictment, Hezbollah carried out “socially oriented” attacks before 1995 as well, but meat cleavers were not used in these attacks. The girls who were the target of such attacks, who studied at high school in Diyarbakır and Batman, and who did not wear headscarves, were attacked with knives and had nitric acid thrown in the face.
The Menzil wing, which lost most power in the 1994 operations, represents the “moderate” wing within Hezbollah. They strongly object to being called Hezbollah, which name they think is deserved by the İlim wing, and they do not want to resort to violence more than necessary. Most of the attacks with meat cleavers are done by the İlim wing. It is obvious that the İlim wing is inspired by the Hezbollah organization in Lebanon with regard to the arms used and the targets of attacks. The targets of the attacks by Hezbollah in 1982 were prostitutes, women who lead lives incompatible with religion and who wear obscene clothes; and thus it drew its sword. Hezbollah, like the İlim wing, made breasts and sexual organs of women the target of their meat cleavers, and killed hundreds of people.
In Diyarbakır, the İlim wing killed 23 men and women, and injured 8 others in the bloody attacks in the first part of 1995 alone. The right hand of Adil Yılmaz, who walked around with his cigar in his hand during Ramadan, was cut with a meat cleaver on the morning of 23 February. But “nobody saw, heard or knew of” the attacks. The organization gradually achieved its aim. Society was silenced and oppressed. Even the executives of the Human Rights Association and political parties in the region were afraid to speak, since it was not known when or where attacks would start. The assailants could easily flee the spot after the murder. The assailants could easily disappear in the narrow streets of the Bağlar area of Diyarbakır, where the incidents were frequent. The darkness was getting denser. The targets of Hezbollah were not only PKK sympathizers, Democracy Party members, journalists, women, but also pro-Islamic circles and factions that differed from Hezbollah. In other words, this organization declared everybody other than itself as Hizbulşeytan (the party of Satan), and killed hundreds of people.
The area of activity of the organization was not only the Southeast. The organization, which was active in Adana, Mersin, Ankara, Bolu and İstanbul as well, carried out murders, thefts, and kidnapping in these cities too. In an operation carried out on 18 May 1995 in İstanbul, the police caught 8 Hezbollah members. Two rifles, 9 pistols and 8 hand grenades were found in the homes of members of the organization. It was understood that these people had kidnapped Selahattin Talayhan, İstanbul representative of the “Menzil” wing. With information from organization members, it was discovered that Talayhan had been buried in the woods in the vicinity of Servetiye, Bahçecik, and Kocaeli. The place selected by Hezbollah for the burial of the murdered man was in the middle of the satanic triangle of İzmit-Sapanca-Adapazarı of the Susurluk gang. (
)
Between 1991-1995, when Hezbollah was most active, hundreds of people disappeared and were kidnapped, and there were almost 3500 murders by unknown assailants. The founder of the organization is not known for certain. But tracing the Hezbollah course leads again to Susurluk. Today, some Hezbollah members have been tried and sent to jail. There are hundreds of Hezbollah members in the prisons in Bingöl, Adıyaman, Kırşehir, Bandırma and Nazilli. Notwithstanding this, the intelligence organization can declare, “Hezbollah does no exist”… (2 November 1997-Gazete Pazar/Ersin Kalkan)
KUTU BİTER KURU BİTER KURU BİTER KUTU BİTER
In operations carried out occasionally in the State of Emergency Region, certain people were detained charged with being “members of the İlim or Menzil wings of the Hezbollah.” Official statements claimed that numerous cases of murders by unknown assailants had been solved as a result of the interrogation of those apprehended and that they had been involved in numerous cases of killings, woundings and bombings. Trials were launched against these people, but no serious result was obtained at the end of the prosecutions. It was maintained that those apprehended during ‘Hezbollah operations’ were mostly members of the wing, which was known not to have undertaken armed actions. The militants from the ‘İlim’ wing had killed some people from the ‘Menzil’ wing, which did not carry out armed activities, on the ground that this group “supported the PKK.” Most of the defendants stated that the testimonies had been taken under torture, and some cases of torture were certified in medical reports.

During operations conducted in Batman in January 1996, 19 followers of the İlim wing of the Hezbollah were detained on charges of “having killed many people and wounded and kidnapped many others in 1993, 1994 and 1995.” Fifteen people, who were kept as hostages by Hezbollah for periods between 3 and 15 months, were rescued during the operations (For detailed information, see Turkey Human Rights Report 1996, pp. 364). Six of the 19, who were transferred to court on 2 February, were arrested. In March, Diyarbakır SSC Prosecution Office launched a trial against 8 people on charges of “being members of the İlim wing of the Hezbollah, having killed 13 people, wounded 12 others and abducted certain people”.

Seyithan Aras and Ahmet Yakacı, who were members of the ‘İlim’ wing of Hezbollah, who were held responsible for the killing of 8 persons and the wounding of 4 people on various dates in Diyarbakır, were arrested by Diyarbakır SSC on 17 March, whereas 3 people were released pending trial. It was claimed that Seyithan Aras and Ahmet Yakacı had killed Halit Güngen, Diyarbakır reporter for the journal 2000’e Doğru on 18 February 1992, the teachers named Zübeyir Akkoç and Ramazan Aydın Bilgin on 13 January 1993, and Ubeydullah Dalar, the imam of Şehitlik Mosque on 21 December 1992.

In Diyarbakır, 3 people were detained on 19 May on accusations of “being members of Hezbollah and having participated in certain ‘murders by unknown assailants’.” It was claimed that the detainees took a role in the killing of İlhan Kaya, Mesude Kartal, Ferhan Yıldırım and Nezir Çiçek and wounding of 18 people in 1994 and 1995. 

In Mersin, 37 people were detained in July on accusations of “being members of Hezbollah and conducting organizational activities under the pretext of religious education.” As a consequence of the interrogation, 7 people were detained on charges of “being members of Hezbollah and inciting people to kill Hasan Gül, the imam of Küba Mosque and the executive member of the Great Union Party (BBP) Provincial Organization” in Selen quarter of Mersin on 1 November 1996. A trial was launched against Remzi Kaya (18), one of the detainees, on charges of killing Hasan Gül, and against Rahmettullah Korkmaz (20) on charges of inciting to murder at Adana SSC. The defendants confessed during their interrogation by the police, but rejected the accusations and claimed to be innocent in the hearing held on 11 September.

Ahmet Burak, an alleged member of the Hezbollah who was claimed to have planned the assassination of businessman Jak Kamhi, the President of the Foundation of the 500th Year, founded by the Jews in Turkey, on 28 January 1993, was apprehended as he was trying to pass from Iran to Pakistan without a passport. He was brought to Turkey on 24 June and was arrested by İstanbul SSC on 25 July. The trial against Ahmet Burak with the demand of the death sentence was held at İstanbul SSC on 28 July. Ahmet Burak stated that he had heard that those detained in connection with the assassination attempt had been tortured and he did not surrender. Burak rejected the accusations.
In Diyarbakır, a number of people including Lawyer Zekeriya Yapıcıoğlu and his brother İdris Yapıcıoğlu were detained in October. It was claimed that Zekeriya Yapıcıoğlu was “known for his close relations to Hezbollah and as a lawyer defended the people on trial for membership of this organization.”

It was alleged that Şefik Polat, who was accused of killing Sıddık Tan, the Chairman of the İHD Batman Branch, on 21 June 1992, was a refugee in Germany. Polat, who was claimed to be one of the leaders of Islamic Movement Organization, had been detained in a house raid following the killing of Uğur Mumcu and released afterwards. 
b) People killed in political murders by unknown assailants

In cases of ‘murder by unknown assailants,’ most of which occurred in the State of Emergency Region, at least 65 people lost their lives in 1997. (42 people had been killed by unknown assailants between 1989 and 1991, 362 in 1992, 467 in 1993, 423 in 1994, 166 in 1995, and 113 in 1996). The following is the information gathered by the HRFT on cases in 1997:
01) Fuat Suna (22), Batman, 01.01.1997

02) Mehdi Suna (25), Batman, 01.01.1997

03) Selman Suna (22), Batman, 01.01.1997

In Batman, the jewelers Fuat Suna (22) and Mehdi Suna (25) were killed in an armed attack on Bankacılar Street at around 4pm on 1 January. Selman Suna, who was wounded in the attack, died in hospital on 2 January. In the incident, high school student Mehmet Değirmenci was wounded. In January 28 people were detained in Batman. In the statement made by Batman Police HQ, it was maintained that in a raid on two houses in Bağlar quarter, 28 people had been apprehended with a MP-5 automatic gun, a kalashnikof automatic gun, mechanisms used in the production of bombs, LPG, 19 bullets, a pistol, tape and video cassettes and numerous books. They were held responsible for the killing of Selman Suna, Mehdi Suna, and Fuat Suna.

04) Tevfik Kusun (36), between Adıyaman and Urfa, 07.01.1997

The corpse of Tevfik Kusun (36), who was reportedly detained in Diyarbakır on 29 November, was found on the road between Adıyaman and Urfa on 7 January. It was stated that Tevfik Kusun had been shot in the head. Bahri Kusun, the brother of Tevfik Kusun, had been found dead in August 1995, and his uncle Abdülbaki Işık had been found dead in November 1995, reportedly after having been detained.

05) Mehmet Lala, Diyarbakır, 07.01.1997

The corpse of Mehmet Lala, who was reportedly strangled to death, was found in a car in Seyrantepe quarter of Diyarbakır on 7 January. It was reported that Ramazan Özaydın, the owner of the car, was wanted. Diyarbakır SSC Prosecution Office issued a decision of non-prosecution at the end of the investigation launched into the death of Mehmet Lala.

06) Halil Şahin (35), Batman-Beşiri, 08.01.1997

07) Gıyasettin Şahin (9), Batman-Beşiri, 08.01.1997

In Batman, Halil Şahin and his son Gıyasettin Şahin were shot to death on 8 January. Halil Şahin, who was a worker at Batman Directorate of Türk Telekom, and his son left their house in Çevrimova village of Beşiri district at around 9am in order to disinfect their field. Halil Şahin and his son were found dead in the field at noon. 

08) Yasin Yerlikaya, Diyarbakır-Çermik, 08.01.1997

09) Yaşar Aktan, Diyarbakır-Çermik, 08.01.1997

Yasin Yerlikaya and Yaşar Aktan were killed and Veysi Özkan was wounded in an armed attack by three people in Çermik, Diyarbakır at night on 8 January. The 3 victims, who were living in Yukarı Delvan Village, 7 kilometers away from the district, were reportedly under pressure as they refused to become village guards, and Yaşar Aktan had been detained in September 1995 on accusations of “aiding the PKK.” 

10) Hossan Safani (32), İstanbul-Ataköy, 18.01.1997

Hossan Safani, an Iranian citizen residing at İstanbul Ataköy 9. Kısım A/9 Blok, was found dead in the garden of the apartment block on 18 January. The neighbors of Safani said that a woman and three men, who introduced themselves as “police officers,” came in the evening and broke the door. It was claimed that Safani might have fallen when he ran away or he might have been thrown over the balcony.

11) Hüseyin Değer (42), Diyarbakır, 21.02.1997

The corpse of Hüseyin Değer was found at Diyarbakır Dicle University Campus in Diyarbakır on 21 February. It was revealed that Değer had been killed with a single bullet in the head, after his hands and feet had been tied and his mouth had been taped. Değer, who was a relative of CHP Diyarbakır former MP Hasan Değer and CHP Diyarbakır Provincial Chairman Mesut Demir, had previously been prosecuted on accusations of “collecting money in the name of the PKK,” but had been acquitted. It was learnt that Değer, who was retried after the Court of Cassation had quashed the verdict, had attended the trial at Diyarbakır Criminal Court No. 3 on 12 February, for the last time. 

Mesut Değer made a statement in connection with the killing of Hüseyin Değer, and said that a white Renault car had been following Hüseyin Değer before he was killed. This car had been seen in the previous murders. Furthermore, it was claimed that Hüseyin Değer was among the list of “Kurdish businessmen who aid the PKK,” which was prepared by a PKK confessor Engin Karadağ (codename Arteş).

In the meantime, a person named Yahya Perişan was detained in İstanbul and taken to Diyarbakır in connection with the killing of Hüseyin Değer. Perişan was interrogated for 48 hours and remanded afterwards. However, he made a statement in Diyarbakır E Type Prison in May, and said that he had been tortured and forced to take responsibility for the murder.

The report prepared by the HADEP delegation, which conduced investigations in Diyarbakır in connection with the killing of Hüseyin Değer, read, “Değer was killed by the counter-guerrilla.” The report emphasized that there was no trace of fight on the body of Hüseyin Değer and that he was frequently threatened: “This implies that the victim thought he was detained and acted accordingly.” It was said that about 10 trials were launched against Hüseyin Değer since 1990, and three of these trials were continuing and the others ended in acquittal. It was stated that Değer had been at odds with Mehmet Ali Altındağ, one of the owners of Diyarbakır Söz Newspaper and Diyarbakır Söz Television in connection with a trial which was under way at Diyarbakır Criminal Court, and that this newspaper and TV station produced news degrading Hüseyin Değer in connection with this trial and in general terms. (
) The report stated that Değer was continuously threatened, and that he had been slapped by a group of plainclothes security officers about one month before the incident in his shop and had been insulted “You are still aiding the PKK, mean man.” The report included the following information:

A day before Hüseyin Değer was kidnapped (on 20 February 1997), two persons came to his house when he was not at home and said they were coming from the telephone repair department and would repair the telephone. One of them entered the house and went to the balcony in order to check the telephone and after controlling the cables he said there was no failure and left the house. During the investigation conducted after the death of Değer, PTT stated that they had not sent any personnel from the telephone repair department. 

On the day, when his car was taken to the car wash in Seyrantepe, it was followed by a white Renault car with four persons in it. When those who followed the car realized that Değer was not in the car, they stopped following it. At around 8.30-9am on 21 February, Hüseyin Değer left his house and got in his car in order to go to work and his wife observed this. When he was late, those in his office phoned his house. However, nobody answered the phone and the people from the office came to the house and inquired about Hüseyin Değer and why the telephone was not answered. Then they looked and found out that the cable of the telephone was cut. Subsequently, they called Değer through his cellular phone. A person answered and said, ‘Hüseyin Değer is not here. Do not call again.’ When they phoned again, nobody answered.

The investigation carried out by the HADEP delegation on the spot revealed the following: 

Hüseyin Değer was taken to the spot in his car. They got him out of the car and walked him to the spot where he was killed. This is obvious since the mud on his shoes had the same characteristics with the soil. The footsteps and the statements by the eyewitnesses show that the perpetrators were three or four persons. The investigations revealed that he was shot with a gun with a caliber of 7.65 mm. The sound of the gun was not heard by anybody around. It follows that possibly a silencer was used. There were traces around the eyes of Değer which show that he was blindfolded; and the blindfold used was not an ordinary cloth, but a specially prepared blindfold. The investigation of his clothes and body revealed that there was no quarrel, resistance or physical torture. This shows that the victim thought that he had been detained. His relatives said that DM 19,500 on him had been taken away, but the money checks had not been taken. A piece of paper reading ‘Bismillah Allah’ written in handwriting and in Arabic was found on the corpse.”

12) Selahattin Tekin (27), Batman-Gercüş, 27.02.1997

In Yüceköy, Gercüş, Batman, a person named Selahattin Tekin was killed in an armed attack when he was leaving the mosque at 7pm on 27 February. Selahattin Tekin was buried in the village cemetery on 28 February without an autopsy. It was claimed that Hezbollah was active in Yüceköy, which was a village of village guards.

13) ... ... (male), between Diyarbakır and Hani, 13.03.1997

14) ... ... (male), between Diyarbakır and Hani, 13.03.1997

Two corpses were found around Ziyarettepe region in the vicinity of Erimli village, on the old road between Diyarbakır and Hani district of Diyarbakır, which is now closed to transportation. The bodies, half buried under the ground in a spring bed, were found by some villagers on 13 March and identified as belonging to two males about 25 and 35 of ages. Officials from Diyarbakır State Hospital stated that the two people had possibly been killed 1.5-2 months ago, and were unrecognizable being kept underground for a long time. The corpses were buried in the section of Mardinkapı Cemetery for homeless people by Diyarbakır Greater City Municipality under police blockade on 14 March.

15) ... ... (male), İstanbul, 13.03.1997

The corpse of a person of about 20 years of age was found in Şirinevler quarter of İstanbul on 13 March. The person, who was killed under torture, was found in a basement floor of a construction site. It was revealed that he had been strangled with a wire.

16) Rufettin Kaplan (28), Diyarbakır, 19.03.1997

The guardian Rufettin Kaplan, in charge at Diyarbakır E Type Prison, was killed in his house on 19 March. It was revealed that Kaplan had been shot in the head. The trial that was launched at Diyarbakır Criminal Court in connection with the killing of Kaplan ended in acquittal on 13 October 1997.

17) ... ... (40), Batman-Kozluk, 02.04.1997

In Kozluk district of Batman a dead body of a man about 40 years of age was found on 2 April. His identity could not be revealed. There were traces of intense torture on his body, which was first taken to Kozluk State Hospital and then to Diyarbakır Forensic Institute for autopsy. 

18) Fırat Anuş (23), Diyarbakır, 04.04.1997

An unknown assailant attacked Fırat Anuş in Urfakapı quarter of Diyarbakır at around 10.30pm on 4 April. Anuş was heavily wounded and died on the way to Diyarbakır State Hospital. 

19) ... ... (40), between Bitlis and Batman, 05.04.1997

20) ... ... (20), between Bitlis and Batman, 05.04.1997

Two corpses, one at the age of 40 and the other 20, were found in the vicinity of Zengol Bridge on Bitlis-Batman road on 5 April. It was found out that they were burnt after having been killed. Following the investigation on the spot by Bitlis Governor, Public Prosecutor and Chief of Police, the corpses was buried in the vicinity of the bridge by soldiers from Sarıkonak Gendarmerie Station, which is 10 minutes away from the bridge, and village guards from Sarıkonak village.

21) ... ..., Batman-Kozluk, 07.04.1997

A dead body of a man was found in the vicinity of Kahveci village of Kozluk, Batman, in the morning of 7 April. His identity could not be determined. It was found out that he was killed with a single bullet in the head.

22) ... ..., İstanbul-Gaziosmanpaşa, 12.04.1997 

The corpse of a person, who was identified to be a transvestite and who was killed by a single bullet in the head, was found in Gaziosmanpaşa, İstanbul, on 12 April. The investigation conducted by the security forces on the spot revealed that no document showing the identity was found on the corpse, which was slightly bearded.

23) Recep Usun, Diyarbakır, 20.04.1997

24) Mehmet Sıddık, Diyarbakır, 20.04.1997

Recep Usun and Mehmet Sıddık died in an attack by unknown assailants in the vicinity of Yoğurtçular Çarşısı in Suriçi quarter of Diyarbakır on 20 April. The reason of the attack could not be revealed. Diyarbakır Public Prosecution Office issued the decision of non-prosecution in connection with the incident, and sent the case file to Diyarbakır SSC. 

25) İbrahim Yeldağ, Nusaybin, 04.05.1997

İbrahim Yeldağ (Yelboğa), who had been detained by village guards from Cinatı village of Nusaybin district of Mardin in the beginning of 1996, but disappeared after being released and about whom no information could be received later, was founded dead in a well on 4 May. The report of the examination on the corpse read that his head and arms had been cut off. 

26) Mehmet Ali Yılmaz (17), İstanbul, 03.05.1997 

A youth named Mehmet Ali Yılmaz was found stabbed to death in an empty area in the vicinity of Temenye beach in Pendik, İstanbul, on 3 May. Fatma Yılmaz, the mother of Mehmet Ali Yılmaz, stated that some people whom she did not know came the house on 2 May and forced his son into a car and took him away. She added that she had applied to the police in order to establish the whereabouts of her son. 

27) Nimet Meçin (26), Diyarbakır-Silvan, 26.05.1997

Unknown persons wounded Nimet Meçin in an attack with cleavers in Silvan district of Diyarbakır on 26 May. She died in Silvan State Hospital. 

28) Ümit Şahin (21), Urfa-Suruç, 27.05.1997

In Suruç District of Şanlıurfa, Ümit Şahin was killed in an armed attack by an unknown person on 27 May. A child named M. S. G. (16) was wounded in the leg during the incident. 

29) Abdulvahap Arak, Mardin-Kızıltepe, 03.06.1997 

In Kızıltepe district of Mardin, a person named Abdulvahap Arak was shot dead by a person in a coffeehouse at around 7pm on 3 June. Another person was heavily wounded in the attack.

30) İsmet Demir (44), İzmir-Ödemiş, 04.06.1997 

İsmet Demir, who was taken away by two persons who came to Demircili village of Ödemiş district of İzmir at night on 3 June and who introduced themselves as “police officers,” was found dead by gendarmes patrolling in the vicinity of Doyranlı village in the morning on 4 June. It was found out that Demir had been killed by three bullets in the head.

31) İdris Demir (27), İstanbul-Silivri, 26.06.1997 

An Iraqi citizen named İdris Demir was shot dead in the vicinity of Silivri district of İstanbul on 26 June. Three people waylaid the car driven by İdris Demir and opened fire on the car. Suavi Akalın (29), who was with Demir, was heavily wounded.

32) İsmail Karaman, Erzincan-İliç, 27.06.1997

İsmail Karaman, the headman of Küçükgümüşlü village of İliç district of Erzincan, was shot dead in the village square at night on 27 June.

33) Seyithan Aslan, Muş-Bulanık, 04.07.1997

Seyithan Aslan, the headman of Seçme village of Bulanık district of Muş, was abducted by a group of armed people wearing masks on the way from Bulanık to Diyarbakır on 4 July. The corpse of Seyithan Aslan was found in the vicinity of Salihli hamlet on 7 July. The autopsy on the body revealed that he was killed in the night of abduction. The relatives of the headman stated that they could not understand the incident: “If he feared something, he would not travel at night. He was the headman of seven villages. We want the know why and who did this.”

34) Mecit Şengül (45), Siirt-Kurtalan, 13.07.1997

The corpse of Mecit Şengül was found in Batman Dam on 13 July. It was reported that some people with a dark green car had abducted him after he left home in the morning of 8 July, in Kurtalan district of Siirt. His son Yusuf Şengül said that he had been thrown down the dam, as a heavy stone was tied to his body after having been killed with 4 bullets in the back, right arm and head.

35) Abdullah Doğan, Konya-Akşehir, 13.07.1997 

Abdullah Doğan, the owner of a private radio station, Candan FM, broadcasting locally in Akşehir district of Konya, was wounded in an armed attack by unknown persons on 13 July. He died in Akşehir State Hospital. 

36) Mustafa .............., Şırnak-Uludere, 17.07.1997

The corpse of a man at the age of 30 was found 150 m away from the positions where the village guards were on sentry in the vicinity of Gülyazı (Bejî) village of Uludere district of Şırnak in the morning on 17 July. It was found out that it was the body of a person named Mustafa (surname unrevealed) from Tarlabaşı (Hodana) village of Uludere and he was entangled and shot dead with two bullets in the head. It was reported that the person in question had been working as a village guard in Gülyazı village since 1993 and his gun was seized by Gülyazı Battalion Headquarters one week before the incident.

37) Abdülrezzak Binzet (45), between Cizre and Silopi, 18.07.1997

Abdülrezzak Binzet, who had been kidnapped by armed people in Cizre, Şırnak, on 17 July, was found dead on the road between Cizre and Silopi districts of Şırnak on 18 July. It was found out that he had been shot dead after having been tortured, and unknown assailants crushed his body by driving a vehicle over him to make the body completely unidentifiable. He was buried in Cizre on 19 July. It was reported that Binzet, who allegedly was “abducted by armed people in civilian clothes carrying walkie-talkies” was from the Teya tribe, but was not a village guard and he was “accused of aiding the PKK.”

38) Muzaffer Sürücü (35), Van-Gürpınar, 31.07.1997

In Sakallı village of Gürpınar district of Van, Muzaffer Sürücü, who went to irrigate his land at around 9pm on 31 July, was beaten and shot to death by unknown assailants. The villagers Cahit Kusman and Hasan Çoban, who were from Birukî tribe and who irrigated their lands in Aspeşin village in the vicinity of Sakallı village at night on 28 August, were also beaten by the village guards wearing soldier and special team clothes. They stated that the village guards told them, “You are terrorists from the Birukî tribe. If you leave your house you will be killed.”

39) Halis Güneyli, Diyarbakır, 31.07.1997

Halis Güneyli, a student at the Faculty of Medicine of Dicle University in Diyarbakır, was killed in an armed attack by two unknown assailants in Bağlar district in the morning of 30 July. It was claimed that Güneyli had been killed by Hezbollah militants. It was reported that following the killing of Güneyli, the village guards who were relatives of Güneyli attacked Yolaç village (
) of Silvan district of Diyarbakır, which was claimed to be dominated by Hezbollah, on 6 August, and 11 people (7 heavily) were wounded. The relatives of Mehmet Hamit Fidancı, who was killed in an armed attack in Bağlar district of Diyarbakır on 19 October, stated that this incident might be related to the conflicts between Hezbollah and the village guards that arose after the murder of Halis Güneyli. It was reported that some of the relatives of Fidancı were village guards. Diyarbakır Public Prosecution Office launched an investigation in connection with the killing of Halis Güneyli, but issued a decision of non-prosecution on 30 September 1997 and sent the case file to Diyarbakır SSC. The investigation launched by Diyarbakır SSC was still under way at the end of 1997.

40)- Kemal Güneş, Maraş-Elbistan, 06.08.1997

An armed group came to Günaltı village of Elbistan district of Kahramanmaraş at 10.30pm on 6 August and took a peddler named Kemal Güneş out of his house. Kemal Güneş was later found dead in vicinity of Elmalıdere.

41) Mehmet Aydın (25), Mardin, 10.08.1997

Mehmet Aydın, working as a taxi driver in Mardin, was killed in the fire launched by unknown persons at the entrance of Zinaraaynsefa village of Yalım town of Mardin at around 11pm on 10 August. His relatives stated that he had formerly been threatened by village guards because he had refused to become a village guard, and he had once been beaten by them. They said that the village guards were responsible for the murder. His relatives stated that 25 villagers who were in the village and who were mostly relatives would keep watch around the village at night, but they were not in sight on the day of the incident. A delegation led by HADEP Mardin Provincial Secretary, Cemal Veske, carried out an investigation on the spot on 12 August. Veske stated that their interviews with relatives of Mehmet Aydın and the villagers revealed that the village guards had been on the spot when Aydın was killed. He demanded that the village guards who were responsible for the incident should be apprehended and put on trial.

42) Ali Uçar (41), Mardin-Midyat, 13.08.1997

The corpse of Ali Uçar was found in the vicinity of Acırlı village of Midyat district of Mardin on 13 August. Ali Uçar was previously reported to have disappeared after leaving his house in Hırmız village of Gercüş district of Batman, to go to Gercüş. The report of the autopsy conducted at Diyarbakır State Hospital on 14 August read that the internal organs of Ali Uçar had been completely taken out and the definite reason of death could not be determined since the corpse had decayed. Sevkan Uçar, the elder brother of Ali Uçar, denoted that on 12 August he had prepared an application with the demand that his brother should be found and took it the Prosecution Office, where he had been threatened by a captain named Recai Başol, in charge at Gercüş District Gendarmerie Battalion HQ, and forced to sign a document stating that “my brother was not kidnapped by soldiers.” Sevkan Uçar said that the prosecutor did not accept the application and told him to apply the next day, and the corpse of his brother was found the next day. Sevkan Uçar added that Ali Uçar had been followed for a long time by a cherry colored Ford car with a license plate of 44 AN 331 used by Gercüş District Gendarmerie Battalion HQ, that he had applied to the State of Emergency Regional Governorate and Gercüş Prosecution Office in connection with it, but this produced no result.

43) Mehmet Al (30), Urfa-Siverek, 22.08.1997

The shepherd Mehmet Al was killed by two unknown assailants in Büyükçavuşlu village of Karacadağ town of Siverek district of Urfa on 22 August.

44) Lütfü Ölmez, Diyarbakır, 01.09.1997

Lütfü Ölmez, the Deputy Director of Diyarbakır Commerce High School in Şehitlik quarter of Diyarbakır, was attacked with knives by two unknown people who came to the school and had a dispute with him on 1 September. Ölmez was stabbed four times and died in Diyarbakır State Hospital. The investigation launched by the Public Prosecution Office in connection with the killing of Lütfü Ölmez is still under way.

45) Yusuf Topçu, İskenderun, 16.09.1997

Yusuf Topçu was killed in his car in a fire opened from another car as he was going from İskenderun to Osmaniye on 16 September.

46) Tahsin İbiçeken, Diyarbakır-Çınar, 22.09.1997

Tahsin İbiçeken, the imam of Aşağıkonak village of Çınar district of Diyarbakır, was shot by two unidentified persons in Melikahmet quarter of Diyarbakır on 22 September. Heavily wounded with a single bullet in the head, Tahsin İbiçeken died in Dicle University Medical Faculty Hospital.

47) İskender Aras (70), Mardin-Midyat, 24.09.1997

48) Reyhan Aras, Mardin-Midyat, 24.09.1997

Two Syriacs, İskender Aras and his wife Reyhan Aras, were killed by unknown assailants in Doğançay village of Midyat district of Mardin on 24 September. Aziz Akgül, who was living in Doğançay, said: “Some people raided the house and killed both of them. The children found their corpses when they entered the house. Possibly they were killed at night. We did not hear any gun shot. İskender Aras and his wife never harmed anybody. We could not understand why they were killed; what could they have done at the age of 70? They had no relatives in the village. They had four or five children living in Europe.” It was claimed that the inhabitants of Doğançay village encountered pressure because they did not accept to become village guards, and that nearly 70 of the 100 houses in the village were abandoned for this reason. Armed people had raided the village on 14 July 1996 and killed a villager named Şahin İlhan.

49) Mehmet Ölçer, Kars, 29.09.1997

Mehmet Ölçer was killed by unknown assailants on Halitpaşa Street in Kars on 29 September. It was claimed that Ölçer did not accept to become a village guards and migrated to Kars in 1993. Police officials asserted that they had apprehended a person in connection with the incident.

50) Mehmet Hamit Fidancı (35), Diyarbakır, 19.10.1997

Mehmet Hamit Fidancı died in an armed attack in Bağlar district of Diyarbakır on 19 October. His relatives stated that he could have been murdered in connection with the clash between Hezbollah and the village guards, which had arisen after the murder of Halis Güneyli on 31 July. It was reported that Fidancı was from Yolvaç village of Silvan district of Diyarbakır. Eleven people had been wounded (7 of them severely) in an armed attack against Yolaç village of Silvan district of Diyarbakır, which was claimed to be dominated by Hezbollah, by the village guards who were relatives of Fidancı on 6 August. Diyarbakır Public Prosecution Office launched an investigation in connection with the killing of Mehmet Hamit Fidancı, but issued a decision of non-prosecution on 25 March 1998 and referred the case file to Diyarbakır SSC. The investigation by Diyarbakır SSC was still under way at the end of 1997.

51) İsmail Çevik, İstanbul, 20.10.1997

52) Alier Takak, İstanbul, 20.10.1997

Alier Takak and İsmail Çevik were shot dead by some unidentified persons in 1 Mayıs Teahouse in Ümraniye, İstanbul on 20 October. Two people who entered the teahouse reportedly opened fire on İsmail Çevik. Alier Takak was wounded when he tried to prevent them and died in Haydarpaşa Numune Hospital. Alier Takak was a member of HADEP and a former executive of the Pir Sultan Abdal Association. İsmail Çevik was claimed to be an adherent of the MHP.

53) Nasrettin Alkum (45), Batman, 20.10.1997

Nasrettin Alkum, a coffeehouse owner from Balpınar village of Batman, was beaten with sticks and heavily wounded by two people at the age of 18-19 in the vicinity of Gök Taxi Stop in Çarşı quarter of Batman at noon on 20 October. Alkum died on the way to hospital. The reason of the attack against Alkum could not be revealed.

54) İsmail Sevinç (23), Diyarbakır, 31.10.1997

İsmail Sevinç (23) was shot dead by unknown assailants in his house in Bağlar quarter of Diyarbakır on 31 October. It was reported that the reason for the murder might be “the internal clash between the ‘İlim’ and ‘Menzil’ wings of the Hezbollah.” Diyarbakır Public Prosecution Office launched an investigation in connection with the killing of İsmail Sevinç, but issued a decision of non-prosecution on 23 February 1998 and referred the case file to Diyarbakır SSC. The investigation launched by Diyarbakır SSC was still under way at the end of 1998.

55) ... ..., in the vicinity of Şırnak-Cizre, 31.10.1997

56) ... ..., in the vicinity of Şırnak-Cizre, 31.10.1997

57) ... ..., in the vicinity of Şırnak-Cizre, 31.10.1997

58) ... ..., in the vicinity of Şırnak-Cizre, 31.10.1997
4 corpses were found in Konya Deresi region in the vicinity of Cizre district of Şırnak during road construction works. Emek newspaper reported on 9 November, what an eyewitness saw when he was passing through the region in a minibus on 31 October: “We had to stop at the bridge in Konya Deresi region between Şırnak and Nusaybin for road construction works. The bulldozers were clearing the way. We suddenly saw 4 dead bodies on the ground taken out by a bulldozer. The bodies were destroyed. There were more than 10 passengers in the minibus. We were shocked by the scene. The soldiers and special team members around the spot came and covered the van with a canvas covering in order to obstruct our sight. We were filled with fear of being killed, because we sank into darkness. I thought that they would kill us. The canvas covering was lifted after the corpses were taken away. The soldiers told us to go on as if nothing had happened. They said to us ‘Nobody has seen anything here.’ We went on after we were kept waiting for half an hour.” The eyewitness stated that they stayed for about half an hour and the place where the corpses had been was refilled with soil. Afterwards, İHD Chairman Akın Birdal made a statement and said they were also informed of such incidents from time to time: “Since our branches in the region are closed, we cannot conduct investigations on the spot.” Birdal noted that similar incidents had frequently been observed in the State of Emergency Region. He said that parliamentary commissions should be assigned to investigate disappearances and corpses found in the region, and such commissions should include representatives of the NGOs. Birdal said that the lack of a solution to the Kurdish problem led to such incidents: “The assailants should be immediately apprehended and put on trial.”

59) Süleyman Aydın (30), İstanbul, 01.11.1997

Süleyman Aydın was shot dead in his car when he stopped at the red light in Balmumcu quarter of İstanbul on 1 November. It was stated that Aydın was killed a person coming out of a car with the plate number 34 LME 62 in which there were four people after he participated in the “National Unity and Democracy Festival” organized by İstanbul Ülkü Ocakları in Abdi İpekçi Sports Hall. It was reported that one of the relatives of Aydın, who was previously convicted for “using drugs” and “carrying unlicensed gun” and who dealt with collecting checks and bonds, had been shot dead in Sefaköy, İstanbul, a week ago.

60) Verner Antuan İlhan Başoğlu, İstanbul-Sarıyer, 01.11.1997 

Verner Antuan İlhan Başoğlu, of Armenian origin, was shot in the head in Sarıyer, İstanbul, at night on 1 November. The corpse was found in the vicinity of Çayırbaşı, and there was a car tire and a gasoline barrel next to the corpse, implying that somebody attempted to put him on fire. His relatives had applied to the police stating that Başoğlu had been missing for some time.

61) Sadık Süleyman Öge (43), İstanbul, 09.11.1997

Sadık Süleyman Öge was shot to death in a teahouse, Japon Cafe, in Bakırköy, İstanbul, on 9 November. Sadık Süleyman Öge had served a prison term of some 10 years after the military coup of 12 September 1980 on accusations of “being a founder of the Marxist Leninist Armed Propaganda Union (MLSPB).” Öge was buried on 12 November. Police officials claimed that the murder was a result of “a dispute within the organization.” On the other hand, Öge’s friends Mehmet Sönmez and Süleyman Biber, who witnessed the murder, said that there were questions related to the murder: “After a long pursuit, we cornered the murderer in a street. The plainclothes police officers who chased the murderer with us did not search the apartments we showed, but detained us instead. The gun used in the murder was found after one hour in an open space of the apartments, which we insisted to be searched. The youths who saw the murderer as he was fleeing wanted to testify. But the police did not listen to them. The plainclothes police officers who were sitting in the cafe during the murder did not wait for the investigation team and took the gun used in the murder and erased the fingerprints.” Öge’s elder sister Nilgün Demir said that the police attempted to mislead the public. Nilgün Öge Demir made a written statement and emphasized that although the cafe was very crowded, the murderer could easily flee. Demir said: “The murder was not a result of debt issue or a conflict within the organization. This is an attack against honored people who struggle on behalf of the people. I want the murderer to be apprehended as soon as possible.”

62) Ali Ekber Şahin (36), Tunceli-Mazgirt, 12.11.1997

The villager Ali Ekber Şahin was found dead in the vicinity of Aktarlar village of Mazgirt, Tunceli, on 12 November. It was revealed that he had been tied by the hands and shot with two bullets in the head. The villagers stated that they had informed Mazgirt Public Prosecution Office about the dead body, but it had not been taken away from the village for 48 hours. The villagers stated that the prosecutor did not allow them to touch the corpse and the gendarmerie did not come to the village due to security reasons. It was revealed that Şahin had come from Germany some time ago, and his wife and children were still there.

63) Mahmut Nazlı, Konya, 22.11.1997

Mahmut Nazlı, Mayor of Dereiçi town of Bozkır district of Konya who was elected from the list of the Democrat Party of Turkey, was shot to death in front of his house on 22 November.

64) Mehmet Şah Şen (35), Diyarbakır-Silvan, 05.12.1997

Mehmet Şah Şen was killed in an armed attack by two unknown assailants in Konak quarter of Silvan, Diyarbakır, at around 4pm on 5 December.

65) Mehmet Ali Eroğlu (19), Diyarbakır, 08.12.1997

Mehmet Ali Eroğlu was shot dead by some unidentified assailants in Bağlar district of Diyarbakır on 8 December. The reason for the armed attack was reportedly the internal clash between the “İlim” and “Menzil” wings of the Hezbollah. It was reported that Eroğlu was from Menzil wing and killed by militants from the İlim wing. Eroğlu’s father Sadık Eroğlu stated that following the separation of Hezbollah into two wings, his son had been threatened for many times, and he had been heavily wounded in an attack with cleavers by İlim wing 6 months ago. Eroğlu said: “My son would say, ‘They will kill me. We should leave Diyarbakır.’ Before his death, when he came to the shop, he said ‘Father, 5 people are following me. They will kill me.’ 2 hours after he left the shop, the police officers informed me of his death.”

c) Those Injured in Attacks by Unknown Assailants

In 1997, there were many people who survived attacks by unknown assailants. The following are several cases of those injured in attacks by unknown assailants:

Mehmet Şevki Altıngöz, Chairman of RP Şanlıurfa Provincial Organization, was attacked by an unknown assailant at around 5am on 15 January as he was going to the mosque. Altıngöz, who had worked as a jeweler for many years in Şanlıurfa and who dealt with trade after closing his shop, said: “As I approached the mosque, I heard a gun shot, I was shot by my right foot. I could not see the assailant. I had no enmity with anyone.”

Mehmet Süngü, Chairman of Sıvas Branch of the Association of Kemalist Thought, was wounded in an attack with a knife by an unknown assailant at noon on 13 February. Slightly wounded, Süngü was given medical treatment at Cumhuriyet University Research Hospital.

Unknown persons opened fire on the car of Derviş Kaplan, the Chairman of DISK/Tekstil Trade Union Çukobirlik Branch, at around 1am on 21 February, while he was going to Gerdan village on Adana-Mersin road. He survived the incident without being injured. Kaplan stated that he had been threatened on the phone for the last four days, and he did not know the assailants.

Abdülbahzat Özmen was wounded in an armed attack by unknown assailants in Kaynartepe quarter of Bağlar, Diyarbakır, at around 7pm on 7 April. On the same day, Salih Taşçar (31) was wounded in an attack with knives by unknown people in Huzurevleri quarter at around 9.30pm.

Faik Burçak (25) and his brother Yılmaz Burçak (21) were heavily wounded in an armed attack by unknown assailants on Saraykapı Street in İzzetpaşa quarter of Diyarbakır at noon on 18 April. It was reported that a Takarof branded gun was used in the attack.

A youth named Hasan Yorulmaz (17) was heavily wounded in an attack with cleavers by two unknown people in the vicinity of Namık Kemal High School in 5 Nisan quarter of Bağlar, Diyarbakır on 12 April. 

Melih Akkuş (16) was wounded in an attack with a cleaver by an unknown assailant in Muradiye quarter of Diyarbakır on 19 April. 

Yılmaz Bilmez was wounded in an armed attack by unknown persons in Şehitlik quarter of Diyarbakır on the evening on 22 April.

Vedat Sadioğlu (32), who worked for Moris Sadioğlu, a Jewish businessman known as the “Onassis of Turkey” due to his financial power, was wounded in an armed attack as he was leaving his house in Yeniköy, İstanbul, at around 10am on 30 May. 

Kasım Akçelik (38), who worked as a minibus driver in İstanbul, was wounded to his arm and neck in the attack by two unidentified persons who got in the minibus as passengers in Alibeyköy. It was reported that Akçelik had been a village guard in Bitlis, and quitted village guarding and settled in İstanbul short before the incident.

Fire was opened on the car in which İsmail Hakkı Koşan, Berlin MP from Greens Party in Germany, and Zeynel Altun, Chairman of Peace Party Manavgat District Organization, were traveling in the vicinity of Aksu town of Antalya on 14 July. The fire was opened from a BMW car and Koşan and Altun were slightly wounded.

Selahattin Deniz, an executive member of İskenderun Branch of the Association for Supporting the Modern Life, was attacked with a rifle by unknown assailants in front of his house on 23 April. Deniz was not injured in the attack, and he held Esentepe Ülkü Ocağı responsible for the attack. Deniz stated that the MHP followers were supported by the police in their attacks and he filed an official complaint with the prosecution office.

Ali Ender Elyakut (17), the son of Mahmut Elyakut, a member of the HADEP Diyarbakır Provincial Organization, was wounded in an armed attack by two unknown assailants in Balıkçılarbaşı quarter of Diyarbakır at around 5.30am on 19 October. He was hit by two bullets, to the neck and to the back. Elyakut was reportedly detained a week earlier and released after a while. His father Mahmut Elyakut said: “My son had gone to visit his grandmother. As he was coming back home, two people approached him and said ‘You will die.’ Then they shot him in his neck and his back. There are dark motives behind the incident.” Mahmut Elyakut also said that while his son was in hospital, the police officer took him to the house and scattered the house on the pretext of a search.

3.4. LANDMINES AND THE RIGHT TO LIFE

Mines, which have been used frequently since they are cheap, they kill or cripple people without making discrimination and they are hard to find and destroy. They continue to kill people even years after the clashes end. In today’s world, one person dies every twenty minutes because of the landmines, and thousands of people are crippled every year. Many countries including the USA and Russia sell mines, so they do not accede to prohibition. In Turkey, these mines are commonly used, especially in the regions of armed clashes and in connection with border security. In addition, we know that armed groups also plant mines frequently. In the regions where armed clashes in relation to the Kurdish problem occur, landmines and explosives which were left behind by military units after clashes cripple or kill many people, most of them children. In 1997, we could not reach adequate data on the number of persons injured or crippled by landmines or military explosives. The authorities did not take any measures on the subject. Despite many claims on persons joining the clashes who either died or got crippled as a result of landmine explosions, we did not include this information in this report since we did not find it reliable.

International attempts to prohibit production, exchange and use of landmines came to a concrete conclusion in 1997. In December, the representatives of the governments assembling in Ottawa, Canada, signed a convention on the prohibition of landmines. Although 121 countries were reported to have signed that convention, Turkey did not. The Turkish government attended the conference as an observer. Permanent members of the UN Security Council such as China, the USA and Russia did not join the Convention. After the conference, several countries including Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Holland, Norway, Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland declared to have stopped the production of landmines. The United Kingdom announced that it would destroy all mines unilaterally until 2005. The Turkish government objected to the convention on prohibition of landmines claiming that it needed such precautions on grounds of security. Turkey still “secures its borders” with “minefields.” On the other hand, the government declared that it agreed on the moratorium on export of landmines. 

The governments that signed the convention promised to prohibit production, export, and the use of anti-personnel mines. The convention also stipulates that stocked mines be destroyed in four years. The governments also promised to sweep areas in which they had planted anti-personnel mines within 10 years. As to some reports, we have approximately 110 million mines all over the world, which by the explosion of a mine, capture a victim every twenty minutes. In one year, almost 26,000 people (98% of whom are civilians) were either killed or injured in mine explosions. Experts say that the cost of sweeping of a mine, which costs 3 dollars, is 1000 dollars. We were also informed that the USA exported 4.4 million mines from 1969 to 1992. Canada Foreign Minister Jean Chretien said his country allocated 70 million dollars for rehabilitation of mine victims and sweeping of the mines for the next 5-year period. 

a) Villagers used in minesweeping

The gendarmerie units reportedly used villagers in searching for mines in a possibly mined area of the villages Kel Hasan (Kelhesna) and Tekevler (Gundenu) of Sason, Batman. Such practice started in December 1996 and was repeated in February 1997. The report read that on 15 December 1996, at about 8.30am, approximately 200 gendarmerie officers and 50 village guards raided Tekevler and Kel Hasan villages, where the inhabitants had been forced to become village guards. Then they assembled the villagers, beat and insulted them. After that, the gendarmerie officers and village guards took nearly 50 villagers with them and for almost five hours made them walk over the fields in the Newala Giyane zone. When the villagers were released, they applied to Sason District Governorate. The district governor replied, “I am not authorized to interfere in what soldiers do, and thus cannot do anything.” Therefore, the villagers went to Sason Gendarmerie Battalion HQ. They were informed that the Battalion Commander gave the order. They were recommended to become village guards and threatened that otherwise such events would repeat frequently. A similar event occurred in February. Soldiers and village guards of Şîgo, Darxane and Bidri tribes of Sason waylaid Tekevler and Kel Hasan villagers on their way to the city center and ordered them to go with them to search for mines. They threatened the unwilling villagers with detention or shooting. When they succeeded in forcing the villagers to search for mines, the village guards said to the villagers: “You are the ones who laid these mines. You should be the ones who explode them.” At two-day intervals, the villagers were forced to search for mines in the mountainous area around Newala Giyane and Helqîz regions and Kel Hasan village. 

After the incident was published in the daily Demokrasi, Musa Okçu, RP Batman MP and a member of the Parliamentary Human Rights Commission, carried the issue to Parliament. Okçu said that the people of the region were forced to walk successively in a possibly mined region, and that after passing the endangered zone the soldiers would continue their operations. Musa Okçu also indicated that the first event occurred in December, and that approximately 200 soldiers and 50 village guards who carried out a raid on Tekevler and Kel Hasan villages, took about 30 villagers to a possibly mine laid land where they had to walk around for 5 hours. Musa Okçu said the second event occurred in February. He indicated that the villagers were forced to search for mines in the region at two-day intervals. Consequently, the Parliamentary Human Rights Commission decided to conduct an investigation in the region. The incident was also broadcasted on BBC and was reported by Reuters and Associated Press. HRA Headquarters also condemned the practice by a public statement.

The Sub-Commission members, the RP Batman MP Musa Okçu, DSP İçel MP A. Baki Gökçel, DYP Kayseri MP Osman Çilsal went to the region on 21 February and spoke to Governor Salih Şarman and the Provincial Garrison Commander about the issue. The delegation also went to both villages and conducted investigations. The report prepared by the delegation of the commission in April confirmed the event and drew attention to Governor Salih Şarman’s statement “A few events occurred because the PKK planted mines in the region in question. Thus, we wanted to warn some villages providing assistance to the terrorist organization. The villages were the ones which militants were used to visit, and they were warned in a manner beyond usual methods and, in a sense, by imposing psychological pressures as required.” The report read, “The concepts ‘beyond usual methods’ and ‘as required’ called our attention. However, we could not clarify what these methods are.” The report by the delegation included conversations with the authorities and villagers. It stated that the allegations of the villagers were found sincere and consistent, that an investigation should be launched into the subject without delay. The Commission, seeking negotiation in Parliament, submitted the report to the Commission. (
)

KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA 

Some of the statements given to the Parliamentary Human Rights Commission read as follows: 

1st Villager: They took me because I was the headman. 

2nd Villager: The event happened in the morning. As we were receiving loans from the bank, we saw that the soldiers walked around. We passed them and walked on, then village guards came on an empty car. They took us too. They were used to make us carry their firewood; we thought they would do the same. We were 30 people. They took us to Karmeşe. A first lieutenant turned to us and ordered us to walk toward the mountain. We resisted, so he punched us. We walked.

3rd Villager: They accused us of planting the mines. And they said we should suffer from the explosion, not them. They had mine detectors, but they forced us to walk in the region. 

Ali Fuat Tükel (District Governor): We found out that no such event had happened. 

Salih Şarman (Batman Governor): It is not necessary to force people toward the fields. If the allegations come out to be true, that means we have been experiencing a serious condition. 

İsa Hakkı Musaoğlu (Provincial Gendarmerie Regiment Commander): Such allegation is not worth considering. 
KUTU BİT KUTU BİT KUTU BİT KUTU BİT KUTU BİT

In spite of both the Turkish Parliament’s and public awareness on the issue, the military authorities did not give up the practice. Pressures on the villages increased after two soldiers got injured when they trod on a mine in the vicinity of Tekevler village on 27 July. On 30 July, Tekevler headman Bahattin Aslan, Umurlu (Taraş) headman Sabri Demir, Kel Hasan headman Ferzende Gökmen and Karameşe headman Sabri were invited to the Gendarmerie Regiment HQ and were threatened. The villagers disclosed that they were forced to become village guards at the Regiment Headquarters, and that upon their rejection a major said, “Accept being village guards, otherwise we will burn any village where an event occurs. Do not allow implantation of mines near the village, if any of our soldiers gets injured you will know why I say that.” The authorities of Sason Battalion HQ also threatened the villagers of Tekevler the same day. The villagers denoted that they went searching for mines around the village at 7.30 every morning as from 31 July in groups consisting of four or five people. 

RP Sason Provincial Organization Chairman Nejdet Taşdemir, living in Tekevler village, and Abdulkudus Taşdemir, Ali Erdem, Mehmet Erdem, Eyüp Erdem and Sabri Yar were summoned to Batman Gendarmerie HQ again on 4 August. This time, Regiment Commander İ. Hakkı Musaoğlu said to the villagers that they would not coerce anybody into becoming village guards. However, they did not stop forcing villagers to search for mines. Afterwards, the “mine searching” practice was started at Kel Hasan village and Tira arable land too. As from September, in the mornings, on the entry and exit of the military units’ route passing through the village, four people from each village would conduct mine searches. In the villages a turn chart was formed as well. The villagers noted that they started such practice upon the threats of security forces that “in case of any mine attack against the soldiers, we will burn your villages.” The practice in Tekevler and Kel Hasan villages ended in September. 

At the same time, Yarımtaş village of Beşiri, Batman experienced a similar practice. According to the reports, the soldiers and special team members arriving in the village on 5 March at noon assembled the men of the village at the village square. Then they took them to the land and coerced them to wander around for about 2 hours. Afterwards, they released the villagers and left the village. The villagers said, “They took all of us out of our houses and took us to the rural area around the village saying ‘We will have some walk’. We walked without being told anything for two hours and then they let us go. We did not understand what they tried to do.”

On 7 March, in the morning a similar event happened in Kozluk, Batman. Having come to Yolbaşı village of Bekirhan town of Kozluk on 6 March in the evening, the security officers tortured two villagers named İhsan and Murat whom they had coerced into emigrating from the arable land. The security forces took the villagers’ clothes off and kept them in water till the morning, then they took with them 6 villagers named Hesina, Cemile, Fatma, Hasan, Mahmut and Cemal Demir to Yolbaşı rivulet, forced them to walk around over a land of 200 acres for about 3 hours where they thought mines might have been planted.

Two shepherds detained on 13 April by soldiers in Midyat, Mardin were released on 27 April. The relatives of the shepherd Ramazan Uran disclosed that the soldiers had forced Uran to walk in the operation region to show PKK shelters, and when he had said that he did not know where the shelters were, they had sent him beforehand to caves which they thought mines could be laid, and thus risked his life.

b) Mined regions

In the summer of 1997 the security forces laid mines at the pasture which Örenburç, Keçiyakası and Karahisar villages of Saray, Van used together and declared it a forbidden zone. The villagers had to sell most of their cattle after the pastureland had been mined. The gendarmerie asserted they “laid mines in order to ensure security of a temporary gendarmerie station” which they would establish in summers.

On 9 October, in the evening, PKK militants carried out an attack against the Gendarmerie HQ and police buildings at Kurtalan, Siirt. After the raid, the soldiers reportedly opened fire at Kıvıcan quarter in the vicinity of the Headquarters, destroying some of the houses. Besides, several people were detained. After the raid, two regions (Geliye Dera and Çiyaye Kurtuva) 3 kilometers away from the district were mined. Kurtalan District Governorate announced with speakers that people should not enter these territories.

It was alleged that soldiers from Silvan Gendarmerie Commando Battalion HQ planted mines around Akyol, Karacalar, Ferhend, Gürme, Sulak, Eşme and Tokluca along with 5 more villages, which did not agree to become village guards, as from early July. In the statement they made in October, villagers disclosed that the soldiers had mined paths, caves as well as the borders of the cultivated lands. The villagers indicated that they wanted to sign the mined fields by adding lime but that the soldiers restrained them from doing so. They said, “The soldiers threatened us saying, ‘We are mining here in order to prevent the terrorists from coming. Do not try to cross our plans.’ We went to the Gendarmerie Commando Battalion HQ. They said they did so for reasons of security. We cannot leave our village because of the mines. We cannot take our cattle to rural areas.”

c) Refugees driven into minefields

Human smugglers acting on the Turkey-Greece border caused 3 people to die and 11 people to get injured by driving 62 refugees from Northern Iraq into a minefield in the vicinity of Edirne Dedeağaç. Accordingly, the gang agreed with the immigrants on US $ 1000 per head to take them to Greece, and took 62 refugees from Muhtar region of Northern Iraq to Edirne Dedeağaç on the Turkish-Greek border. After that, the gang drove 62 refugees aged between 16 and 55 into the minefield on 16 September, early in the morning. After the event, Greek bomb squad experts entered the minefield and took the injured (6 of whom severely) out. Forty-eight of the immigrants who wanted to have an illegal pass from Turkey to Greece were detained in the field.

d) People, who died in explosion of mines or unclaimed bombs 

In 1997, in the neighboring provinces or in the State of Emergency Region, at least 63 civilians (
) died (in 1992, at least 38; in 1993, 123; in 1994, 131; in 1995, 45; in 1996, 40 people had died) as a result of explosions when they were either toying with unclaimed bombs or cannon balls or when they trod on mines. At least 93 persons were injured. Most of the injured were crippled for life. Most of the deaths and injuries resulting from mines occurred on village roads, in regions close to the borders and near military zones. Almost all of the victims were children.

Diyarbakır Dicle University Orthopedics and Traumatology Department Chairman Assoc. Prof. Serdar Necmioğlu, said that in the last 5 years, about 500 people who got injured as a result of exploding mines were admitted to hospital. He noted this figure did not include the events of 1997 and added that limbs of many injured persons were cut, and that some of the people suffered severe lasting injuries. Necmioğlu emphasized that most of the injuries occurred in rural areas of Şırnak, Mardin, İdil, Lice and Kulp. He said, “When we consider the region as a whole, the number is folded 5 times. Merely those injured who were admitted to this hospital and treated are 500 people. Many of the injured are treated in district hospitals. Many people try to cure slight injuries resulting from mines using their own means. Such practice leads to lasting disability. In the future, cheap medical materials, which do not comply with the health standards, will cause people to suffer from worse health problems. Many people buy such materials because they cannot afford the others.”

KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA KUTU BAŞLA

Half Life

“All of a sudden. I felt the greatest pain. When I opened my eyes I saw pieces of my flesh all around me.” Sezai Yalçın describes the nightmare he survived when he trod on a mine last year. Yalçın, 14, went to graze his sheep on the pastureland of Kulludere (Akkiş) village of Hizan, Bitlis on 16 June 1996. The area around the gendarmerie station was encircled with barbed wire. Nevertheless, the mines were also laid out of the area. And these mines turned the rest of Yalçın’s life into a nightmare. Yalçın reports his terrible experience: “It was like a nightmare. All of a sudden, I felt the greatest pain. When I opened my eyes, I saw pieces of my flesh all around me. One of my legs broke off, just like my fingers. I feared looking at myself. I tried to stick broken pieces on my body. I was alone... I screamed with all my power. However, there was nobody who could hear. My sheep were also torn apart, and were splashed over me. I was in great pain. Then a child saw me and ran to call the other villagers.”

Three days after the event, all fingers of his hands and one of his legs were cut off as a result of 6 operations Yalçın underwent at Şişli Etfal Hospital in İstanbul. His broken chin and his chest were treated. Now Yalçın has to live with prosthesis. He says, “I stay at home all day. When I go out, I cannot go far away. Children of my age walk around, but I cannot even stand.” Yalçın says he always dreams of the moment of explosion. He adds, “When I wake up I have a look at both my body and the rest of my life. Half-life with half a body. I am afraid of being alone, because being alone reminds me of the event.” (Ülkede Gündem, 28 December 1997) 

KUTU BİT KUTU BİT KUTU BİT KUTU BİT 

Some of the cases compiled by the HRFT in connection with the death events in 1997 resulting from unclaimed bombs or mine explosions are as follows: 

01) Seydo Karataş, 19.01.1997, Mardin-Savur 

Seydo Karataş (15) died because of the explosion of a mine in a cave he went in while grazing animals in the vicinity of Yeşilalan village of Savur, Mardin, on 19 January.
02) Hasan Temizkan, 21.01.1997, Elazığ-Palu 

On 21 January at noon, Hasan Temizkan (21) died in the explosion of a mine he trod on while collecting firewood in the vicinity of Bukardı site of Palu, Elazığ. In February, the father of Hasan Temizkan, Ağa Temizkan filed a complaint with the HRA Diyarbakır Branch in February, and demanded that those who are responsible for the death of his son be punished. He also indicated that Pınarbaşı, Gökçe and Bukardı quarter headmen Mehdi Çetintaş, Abdurrahman Gökçe and Mehmet Yazar, who conducted examinations at the scene, found a piece of an anti-personnel mine with a number of M2-A4, 10P-19-8 154 two meters away, and that this was included in the reports. He said, “We showed this mine piece to the gendarmerie station commander. The commander said, ‘We have this sort of mines, but the PKK may have stolen and laid this one.’ Yet soldiers returned to the place and took out other mines a day after the event. My son died with soldiers’ mine.” Temizkan said Üçocak Gendarmerie Station Commander said to the villagers, “Put the corpse over the rivulet, let the dogs eat it,” and that his nephew among the villagers had objected to that. Temizkan added, “What the commander said to the villagers shows who laid the mines. They try to conceal the event. No representative of the human rights institutions and establishments who might illuminate the event can come and have a look at it due to conditions of the region. Nevertheless, I want this incident to be illuminated, as the whole region has been mined. These will probably kill many youths. I want the event to be illuminated because I do not want any other persons to die in a similar way. This is why I also want the assailants to be put on trial. 
03) Mahmut Onay, 27.01.1997, Bingöl-Genç

04) İdris Onay, 27.01.1997, Bingöl-Genç

Mahmut Onay (20) and İdris Onay (18) were killed; Nuri Onay (5), Yunus Onay (12), and Ömer Anmaç were severely injured when a mortar shell found by the children in the vicinity of Sırmalıova village of Genç, Bingöl exploded in the village on 27 January. Nuri Onay and Yunus Onay were taken to hospital, however, Ömer Anmaç, whom people thought had died, was put along with the other corpses in a room. But in the following morning, when it was found out that he was alive, he was also taken to hospital. Halit Anmaç, father of Ömer Anmaç, said they could not find vehicles to take the injured to hospital due to the embargo on the village, and added that they carried his son on their back and arrived at Selvi town after a day of walking. Halit Anmaç said, “After giving first aid, the physicians in the town demanded a helicopter from the military authorities. However, they did not give the helicopter. Then we went to Bingöl in a car. Bingöl State Hospital sent us to Elazığ State Hospital. We were sent to Adana Numune Hospital. Finally, my son recovered from intensive care. Both his ankles are broken into pieces. There are fractures in his bones, and his muscles are harmed. Also, there are wounds on his face and head.”

05) Bahattin Baştuğ, 20.02.1997, Mardin-Nusaybin

On 20 February, Bahattin Baştuğ (13) died and Hacı Alkan (12) was wounded when they trod on a mine planted in the vicinity of Tepeüstü village of Nusaybin, Mardin. The father of Bahattin Baştuğ, Abdurrahman Baştuğ said the region was on the Syrian border and the security forces said they “swept the mines” in the field which they had declared as a forbidden zone beforehand, and removed the barbed wire on the border about a year before. Baştuğ also stated that two children named Ziver and Mehmet Aydın had died at the same place in 1996.

06) Ali Aras, 27.03.1997, Diyarbakır-Kocaköy

On 27 March, Ali Aras (13) died when he trod on a mine while playing in the military zone in Kocaköy, Diyarbakır.

07) Cevdet Işık, 20.04.1997, Van Akköprü

A child named Cevdet Işık (10) was killed when the hand grenade he was playing with exploded in the vicinity of Akköprü quarter of Van on 20 April. 

08) Muhammet Kulçur, 24.04.1997, Erzurum-Dumlu

09) Gökhan Kulçur, 24.04.1997, Erzurum-Dumlu

Muhammet Kulçur (12) and his brother Gökhan Kulçur (10) were killed whereas Harun Kiziloğlu (6) was injured when the bomb they had found in the area used by 51st Infantry Brigadier for shooting practice at Dumlu, Erzurum exploded on 24 April.

10) Ahmet Kut, .....05.1997, Kilis Öncüpınar 

In May, Ahmet Kut (37) from Öncüpınar village of Kilis was killed when he trod on a mine planted in his field.

11) Fedai Öğürce, 08.05.1997, Erzurum-Pasinler

Fedai Öğürce (4) was killed when a bomb found by children in a military zone exploded after they brought the bomb to their house in Pasinler, Erzurum. In the explosion that took place on 8 May, Aysel Öğürce, Murat Öğürce, Melek Öğürce and Bedriye Öğürce, whose ages were between 6 and 12, were injured. The police carried out raids on the neighboring houses upon the allegations that other children took bombs from the shooting polygon; they reportedly found plenty of mortar shells and howitzer bullets.

12) Hatice Turan, 16.05.1997, Bingöl-Solhan 

13) Mesut Demir, 16.05.1997, Bingöl-Solhan 

On 16 May, Hatice Turan (14) and Mesut Demir (9) were killed when they trod on a mine in the vicinity of Asmakaya village of Solhan, Bingöl. 
14) Yahya Polatlı, 21.05.1997, Kilis Çalkaya

On 21 May, a boy named Yahya Polatlı (17) was killed and İbrahim Güngördü was injured when they trod on a mine in the vicinity of Çalkaya village of Kilis.
15) Engin Singin, 26.05.1997, Tunceli-Hozat

On 26 May, Engin Singin died and another child, whose name could not be revealed, was injured when they were playing with a bomb they found in Hozat, Tunceli. The wounded child was reportedly the son of a chief superintendent on duty in Hozat. The bomb reportedly belonged to the chief superintendent. According to the surviving child, they had found the bomb in the house, and they began to play with it in the park in front of their house. He said that they threw the bomb on the ground for a few times, and then tried to dismember it. Then they threw the bomb fast on a stone. The explosion severely injured Engin Singin and removed the other child’s right hand. Engin Singin died on the way to hospital.
16) Cafer Ulak, .....06.1997, Kilis Çalkaya

In June, Cafer Ulak (15) from Çalkaya village of Kilis was killed in the explosion of a mine at the rivulet bed. 

17) İkram Akgün, 05.06.1997, Bingöl-Genç 

On 5 June, a girl named İkram Akgün (8) was killed in the explosion of a bomb that she found in the vicinity of Darık village of Genç, Bingöl, and took to her house. Ali Akgün, father of İkram Akgün, was also severely injured in the explosion. 
18) Vezir Sever, 21.06.1997, Hakkari garbage dump

19) Aydın Özdemir, 21.06.1997, Hakkari garbage dump

On 21 June, Vezir Sever (12) and Aydın Özdemir (12) were killed in the explosion of a hand grenade they found at Hakkari garbage dump.
20) Fuat Taş, 25.06.1997, Diyarbakır-Silvan 

On 25 June, a minibus struck a mine planted on the road in Bayrampaşa town of Silvan, Diyarbakır. The explosion killed Fuat Taş (2), whereas 10 people were injured.

21) Ali Yüksel, 26.06.1997, Şırnak-Uludere 

On 26 June, a tractor struck a mine planted on the road in the vicinity of Uludere, Şırnak. Ali Yüksel (36) was killed in the explosion.
22) Zeki Polat, 29.06.1997, Diyarbakır-Kulp 

Zeki Polat (18), who trod on a mine in the vicinity of Dikmentepe arable land of Özbek village of Kulp, Diyarbakır, on 29 June, died in hospital.

23) Gökhan Öztem, 03.07.1997, Kırıkkale

24) Ali Öztem, 03.07.1997, Kırıkkale

On 3 July, a huge explosion took place in the Ammunition Factory of the Institution of Mechanical and Chemical Industry (the state-based establishment, abbreviated as MKE, provides munitions for the army and police, and for various organizations) in Kırıkkale. Temel Karaca and a worker, Özer Babayiğit, died because pieces of a bomb hit them in the head, and 10 people were wounded. Besides, Gökhan Öztem (11) and his elder brother Ali Öztem (28) died in the explosion of a bomb they had found on the road and took to their houses on 4 July. Siyami Öztem (57), Şemsi Öztem, Şengül Öztem (8), Fadime Boztaş (60) and Ramazan Boztaş (12) were injured in the explosion. 

25) Şahin Öztemel, 08.07.1997, Mardin-Mazıdağı 

On 8 July, a child named Şahin Öztemel (10) was killed when he was playing with a hand grenade he found in the vicinity of Balpınar village of Mazıdağı, Mardin.
26) Mikail Demirel, 22.07.1997, Hakkari-Yüksekova 

27) Latif Onay, 22.07.1997, Hakkari-Yüksekova

28) Sait Çiftçi, 22.07.1997, Hakkari-Yüksekova 

29) Abdurrahman Kaya, 22.07.1997, Hakkari-Yüksekova 

On 22 July, Mikail Demirel, Latif Onay, Sait Çiftçi and Abdurrahman Kaya died when their car struck a mine between Esendere site and Yüksekova, Hakkari.

30) Celal Nergis (Efe), 23.07.1997, Diyarbakır-Kulp 

On 23 July, Celal Nergis (55) was killed and Reşit Ertaş was injured when they trod on a mine in the vicinity of Güllük village of Kulp, Diyarbakır. Ertaş, who was injured by the explosion and treated at Dicle University Faculty of Medicine, said a fire broke out at their farm at about 6 o’clock, and when they went to the region to extinguish the fire, they trod on a mine planted around the crops. Ertaş said the village guards had threatened the villagers short before the incident. 
31) ... ..., 26.07.1997, Diyarbakır-Kulp 

On 26 July, a tractor returning from fields in the vicinity of Ceheka village of Kulp, Diyarbakır, struck a mine. A person, who could not be identified, was killed and 6 people were injured in the explosion. 
32) Abdullah Gül, 31.07.1997, Van-Gürpınar 

33) Taceddin Gül, 31.07.1997, Van-Gürpınar 

On 31 July, Abdullah Gül (10) and Taceddin Gül (12) were killed when they trod on a mine in the vicinity of Yalınca village of Gürpınar, Van.
34) Zeki Erçoban, 11.08.1997, Sivas Kurtlapa

Out of the children who were playing with a hand grenade they had found in the vicinity of Kurtlapa village of Sivas, on 11 August, Zeki Erçoban (13) died and 3 children, Serhat Cinal, Adem Erçoban and Mehmet Erçoban, were injured when the bomb exploded.
35) Uğur Gül, 13.09.1997, İçel-Anamur

On 13 September, Uğur Gül (7) died when the bomb he had found on the road in Anamur, İçel exploded.
36) ... ... (N. Iraqi), 16.09.1997, Edirne Dedeağaç

37) ... ... (N. Iraqi), 16.09.1997, Edirne Dedeağaç

38) ... ... (N. Iraqi), 16.09.1997, Edirne Dedeağaç

On 16 September, a gang agreed with immigrants on US $ 1000 per head to take them to Greece, and took 62 refugees to Edirne Dedeağaç site on the Turkish-Greek border. After that, the gang drove 62 refugees aged between 16 and 55 into the minefield. Three 3 people died and 11 people were injured.

39) Arzu Baba, 22.09.1997, İstanbul- Kemerburgaz 

On 22 September, some children found a bomb on the shore of the Moldova River in the vicinity of Yaylaköyü of Kemerburgaz, İstanbul. One of the children playing with the bomb, Arzu Baba (15), died when the bomb exploded.
40) Ömer Telci, 22.09.1997, Bingöl-Genç 

On 22 September, a minibus struck a mine planted on the road between Elmagünü village and Genç, Bingöl. Passenger Ömer Telci died, and 4 people were injured in the explosion.
41) Yakup Şahin, 07.10.1997, Hakkari-Yüksekova

On 7 October, Yakup Şahin was seriously injured when he trod on a mine on the highway to Yüksekova, Hakkari. He died in hospital.
42) Gülsüm Kaya, 15.10.1997, Siirt-Cintepe 

On 15 October, a woman named Gülsüm Kaya (45) was killed and Zeliha Kaya (5) was injured when they trod on a mine in the vicinity of Cintepe village of Siirt.

43) İbrahim Özer, 19.10.1997, Siirt-Eruh

On 19 October, the villager İbrahim Özer (60) was killed in the explosion of a mortar shell that he found in the vicinity of Bağgöze (Eyne) town of Eruh, Siirt. Villagers disclosed that Bağgöze Gendarmerie Station often opened mortar fire in the region and there were many unexploded bullets around.

44) Faraç Anıl, 31.10.1997, Siirt-Şirvan 

On 31 October, Faraç Anıl (8) was killed in the explosion of a hand grenade he had found in the vicinity of Şirvan, Siirt.
45) Kasım Kızıl, 31.10.1997, Diyarbakır-Dicle 

On 31 October, Kasım Kızıl died and Musa Yakar was injured when a vehicle struck a mine in the vicinity of Aliyan village near Dicle, Diyarbakır.

46) Ahmet Koyuncu, 09.11.1997, Gaziantep-Şahinbey 

47) Mehmet Maslak, 09.11.1997, Gaziantep-Şahinbey 

On 9 November, Ahmet Koyuncu (14) and Mehmet Maslak (13) were killed in the explosion of a cannon ball they had found in the vicinity of Geneyik village of Şahinbey, Gaziantep. The cannon fire had reportedly been opened from the 5th Armored Brigade near the village.

48) Emine Arslan, 10.12.1997, Hatay

49) İbrahim Arslan, 10.12.1997, Hatay

50) Akif Yücedağ, 10.12.1997, Hatay

51) Hatice Arslan, 10.12.1997, Hatay

On 10 December, a child found a hand grenade around Yayladağı Dam and took it to his house in Hatay. Emine Arslan (11), İbrahim Arslan (10), Akif Yücedağ (11) and Hatice Arslan (45) were killed when the bomb exploded at home.

52) Kumru Erol, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

53) Gaffar Dinç, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

54) Mustafa Dinç, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

55) Emin Dinç, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

56) Hüseyin Demirel, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

57) Sait Demirel, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

58) Hüseyin Arslan, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

59) Abdülkerim Arslan, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

60) İbrahim Demirbağ, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

61) Kasım Kartal, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

62) Fikret Çiçek, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

63) Mahmut Korkmaz, 15.12.1997, Mardin-Dargeçit 

On 15 December, a minibus traveling between Emmera and Zengan villages of Dargeçit, Mardin struck a mine in the vicinity of Temelli village of Konaklı hamlet. Kumru Erol (45), Gaffar Dinç (2), Mustafa Dinç (22), Emin Dinç (35), Hüseyin Demirel (45), Sait Demirel (45), Hüseyin Arslan (25), Abdülkerim Arslan (55), İbrahim Demirbağ (43), Kasım Kartal (17), Fikret Çiçek (17) and Mahmut Korkmaz (32) died in the explosion. Twelve people, including Güldemir Dağ (13), Arslan Demirbağ (14), Adem Kuzu (10) and Resul Korkmaz (8), were injured. The experts conducting investigations at the scene said the mine was “hand made, remote controlled and very destructive.” Presumably PKK militants planted the mine. 

e) Injuries caused by mines or unclaimed bombs

On 2 January, a shepherd named Hayrettin Çubuk (27) was severely injured in the explosion of a mine he trod on in Midyat, Mardin. On 5 January, Mehmet Kaya and Arzu Kaya were wounded in the explosion of a mine they trod on in the vicinity of Midyat, Mardin. On 14 January, Metin Beler (14) and Zeki Özkan (17), who were searching for food at the garbage dump on Şırnak-Cizre highway, were severely injured in the explosion of a mine they trod on. In Silvan, Diyarbakır, I. S. (13) was injured in the explosion of a bomb he found on the street. It was reported that I. S. had taken the bomb to the soldiers nearby, and they had said, “This has exploded.” Upon this, he threw the bomb, but it exploded. 

On 25 February, Hatip Doğan (9) and Abdülvahap Doğan (11) were injured in the explosion of a mine they trod on in the vicinity of Hazro, Diyarbakır. A youth named Abdurahim Tan (18) was wounded in the explosion of a mine while he was grazing his sheep in Köprübaşı village of Dicle, Diyarbakır. He reportedly lost his right leg.

On 7 March, Hasan Kaymaz (15) and Hasret Kaymaz (10) were injured by their eyes and hands by explosives they found in Siirt. The incident happened about a kilometer away from Siirt Center, at the Gere area, which soldiers formerly used as a shooting polygon.

A 9-year old child, İbrahim Karakaya, was seriously injured to his hands and feet in the explosion of a mine he trod on while he was grazing cattle in the vicinity of Acar village of Sason, Batman, in the morning of 13 March. He was taken under medical treatment at the Orthopedics Unit of Diyarbakır Dicle University. On 19 April, Adem Gülşen (13) trod on a mine and lost his left arm while he was grazing animals in the vicinity of Karayün village of Batman. He was taken under medical treatment at the Orthopedics Unit of Diyarbakır Dicle University.

Murat Taşkın (8), a student of Zonguldak Kozlu 100. Yıl Primary School, found a fuse, which exploded in his hands while he was playing with it on the balcony of his home in 19 Mayıs Quarter on 21 May. The explosion removed 3 of his fingers on his left hand and injured him on various parts of the body. On 22 June, cousins Kemal Babat and Semih Babat were severely injured in the explosion of a fuse they had found and attempted to dismember in the vicinity of Ziyaret village of Kozluk, Batman. 

On 31 July, Nurcan Kayran (16) and Aysel Simsar (10) were injured in the explosion of a mine they trod on in Bağgöze (Eyne) village of Eruh, Siirt. Kayran, who was severely injured, was taken to Diyarbakır State Hospital, whereas Simsar was taken to Siirt. On 18 August, Türk Telekom officers named Ahmet Bal and Muhsin Koca working in the vicinity of Çardak town of Göksun, Maraş were injured when they trod on a mine. The two persons were taken to Kahramanmaraş State Hospital. A military operation in the region was launched. 

Naibe Gelmez was severely injured and lost her leg in the explosion of a mine she trod on while going to her field in the vicinity of Aslanbeyli (Karaistasyon) village of Solhan, Bingöl at about 1pm on 27 August. She was taken under medical treatment in Dicle University Research Hospital.

In Van, 6 people were injured in the explosion of a fuse, which was among the scrap picked by Zafer Oktayhan (27), who lived on scrap he collected from Gürpınar district garbage dump and brought home. In the explosion that took place on 31 August, Zafer Oktayhan, his children Yıldız Oktayhan (19), Yasemin Oktayhan (4), Kerim Oktayhan (2) and his nephews and nieces Müslüm Dilli (5) and Gülşen Dilli (6) were injured. The family members, who were taken to Van State Hospital by inhabitants of the quarter, were taken under medical treatment. The doctors said Zafer Oktayhan lost one of his arms and one eye, that the condition of his children Yasemin and Kerim was serious, and that the others were under medical treatment.

On 14 September, Adem Ağır (14) was injured in the explosion of a hand grenade he found in the vicinity of Kilitaş (Pekran) village of Digor, Kars. On 7 October, Elfa Sevil (33), Zümeyra Sevil (18) and Fatma Sevil (8), who were picking firewood in the vicinity of Ortaklar village of Şemdinli, Hakkari, were injured when the mine they trod on exploded. The injured persons were taken to Van and Hakkari State Hospitals after first aid given at Ortaklar Gendarmerie Station. 

Necmettin Aksoy (11) was injured in the explosion of a bomb he found while grazing animals at about 4pm on 10 October in the vicinity of a military checkpoint on the road to Kanıyanavo hamlet of Ziyaret village of Sason, Batman. He lost two of his fingers in the explosion, and was taken to Batman State Hospital by his relatives.

On 7 December, the shepherd Baki Karataş was injured when he trod on a mine in the vicinity of Gürgezen village of Beşiri, Batman. On 10 December, Ayşegül Atak (3) was severely injured in the explosion of a hand grenade she found nearby her house in Silvan, Diyarbakır. A child named Tahir Bayrak (12) found a hand grenade, which he thought to be a toy, in Çine street of 7 Eylül Quarter of Aydın. The police found out that the bomb was real. Upon this, they carried out a search in the region, and found another hand grenade. 

3.5. ARMED ORGANIZATIONS AND THE RIGHT TO LIFE

Armed organizations continued to carry out attacks on civilians and assassinations against public officers, civil servants, confessor militants, village guards, persons they accused of acting as “informers” or “being state supporters” or other pretexts. They also continued to violate humane legal norms in armed clashes. As in 1995 and 1996, the number of such attacks decreased, compared to previous years. At least 107 people were killed as a result of these attacks and assassinations.

a) Those killed in attacks against civilians

Armed attacks or bombings against civilians and other defenseless people, one of the most significant human rights problems in Turkey, continued in 1997, too. However there was a significant decrease in the number of the attacks and those killed in such attacks as in 1995 and 1996. At least 81 people (at least 8 of them children) were killed in attacks by illegal armed organizations in Turkey. (189 people [34 children] were killed in attacks against civilians in 1992, 406 people [107 children] in 1993, 192 people [37 children] in 1994, 112 people [29 children] in 1995, and 41 people [7 children] in 1996.) (
) In such attacks, at least 143 people were wounded. Deep hatred continued in society, caused by attacks against defenseless people and civilians.

01) Nihat Uygun, 03.02.1997, İstanbul

MHP İstanbul Kartal District Organization Chairman Nihat Uygun (33) died as a result of the attack by armed people in the morning on 3 February. After leaving his house in order to go to his office in the morning, Uygun was abducted by 3 armed people. His corpse was found in an empty field near Halitpaşa Street. The “Revolutionary Communists Union of Turkey (TİKB)” claimed responsibility for the attack. It was claimed that Ergül Çelik and Tamer Tuncer, who were apprehended wounded in the armed clash resulting in the death of police officer Tuncer Mustafaoğlu in Göztepe, İstanbul, on 3 March, killed Nihat Uygun. Ergül Çelik and Tamer Tuncer, along with Nuri Akalın, Uğur Hülagü Gürdoğan, Kamil Dağ and Mediha Gürdoğan, who were detained afterwards, were remanded on 14 March. They were put on trial at İstanbul SSC No. 2 on the accusations of “killing Nihat Uygun and being members of the TİKB.” In the hearings of the trial that continued throughout 1997, the adherents of the MHP attacked the journalists and lawyers. (
) During the onsite inspection on 13 March one of the defendants, Akalın, related the attack as follows: “When Uygun got off his car on Bankalar Street, we approached him and Ergül opened fire on him. Nihat Uygun was wounded to the leg. Yet the gun of Ergül did not fire for a while I shot him in the head with a single bullet. When we were sure that he was dead, I escaped with a motorcycle that we had left in the back street.”
02) Musa Sayık, 05.02.1997, Mardin-Nusaybin

Musa Sayık (46) was killed by PKK militants in Nusaybin district of Mardin on 5 February on the grounds that “he collaborated with the state.”

03) Ergün Öntemel, 06.02.1997, Hatay-İskenderun

On 6 February, some people attacked the bus belonging to İskenderun Steel Factory, in which the driver and two workers were traveling. As a result of the fire opened by 3 people who waylaid the bus in Kurudere region, the driver Ergün Öntemel (20) died and the workers Mümtaz Avan (33) and Mehmet Ünal (29) were wounded. 

04) Nusret Harman, 17.02.1997, Diyarbakır-Lice

05)- Ayten Harman, 17.02.1997, Diyarbakır-Lice

In Çeper village of Lice district of Diyarbakır, Nusret Harman and his wife Ayten Harman were killed on 17 February. It was claimed that PKK militants carried out the attack. Reportedly the PKK militants had abducted Nusret Harman in 1996 on the ground that “he cut trees in the forest in Lice and sold them along with the village guards and was an informer,” and he had been released after a while.

06) Cemalettin Yüksek, 05.03.1997, Tokat-Turhal

Cemalettin Yüksek (55), former headman of Mescit village of Turhal district of Tokat, was killed by three armed people on the 5th km of the road between Turhal and Amasya on 5 March. It was declared that TİKKO militants killed Cemalettin Yüksek on the ground that “he collaborated with the state.” 

07) Baki Kocaman, 18.03.1997, Urfa-Birecik

In the volley of fire by unknown assailants against a teahouse in Ayran town of Birecik district of Urfa, Baki Kocaman (18) died and 7 people were wounded on 18 March. Sıdıka Yıldız (47), Müslüm Yıldız (16), Sabri Yıldız (24), M. Emin Yıldız (39), Bekir Akhan (22) Bekir Kurtoğlu (39) and Mehmet Kılıç (22), who were wounded in the incident, were hospitalized. 

08) Yemliha Güllü, 23.03.1997, Hatay-Erzin

09) Eyüp Güllü, 23.03.1997, Hatay-Erzin

10) Salih Güllü, 23.03.1997, Hatay-Erzin

11) Bestami Gürz, 23.03.1997, Hatay-Erzin

In Yoncadüzü village of Erzin district of Hatay, some unknown assailants opened fire on a car around 11.30pm on 23 March, and killed Yemliha Güllü (52), Eyüp Güllü (45), Salih Güllü (18) and Bestami Gürz (enlisted man on leave, 21). In the attack, the village guards Nurettin Güllü and Murat Gürz were wounded. Hatay Governor held the PKK responsible for the attack.

12) Murat Gündoğdu, 31.03.1997, Gebze-Kocaeli

13) Saycan Tat, 31.03.1997, Gebze-Kocaeli

On 2 April, Murat Gündoğdu was found dead, killed with a single bullet in the head in the wooded area in which a facility of the Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Affairs was located in Gebze district of Kocaeli. Gebze Police HQ announced that Murat Gündoğdu had resided in İstanbul and he had been previously detained three times on charges of participating in activities by TİKKO. TİKKO was declared that Murat Gündoğdu and Saycan Tat had been killed by TİKKO militants on the ground that “they betrayed the organization.”

14) Hasan Utku, 10.04.1997, Tokat-Yağmurlu

Hasan Utku (55), DYP-member Mayor of Yağmurlu town of Tokat, lost his life in an armed attack on 10 April. It was reported that 2 unknown assailants opened fire on him, and he died on the spot due to 5 bullet wounds. Tokat Governor Ayhan Çevik made the following statement on the incident: “As reported to me, Mayor Hasan Utku was inspecting a construction site in the morning, when two persons came with a black car marked Broadway and asked the imam of the town who was at the 1st floor, where they could find the mayor. These people were able to come close to the mayor and opened fire on him, most probably with mufflers. It is thought that the murderers are most probably members of an illegal organization.” Hasan Utku had resigned from the CHP and became a member of the DYP before 27 March local election. TİKKO claimed responsibility for the attack.

15) İkram Gülteç, 19.05.1997, Bitlis-Ahlat

PKK militants who stopped a truck in the vicinity of Ahlat district of Bitlis, abducted İkram Gülteç and Ercüment Çakan on 19 May. The corpse of İkram Gülteç was subsequently found in the vicinity of Deliklitaş village, and an enlisted man named Yusuf Al died in a clash, which broke out there.

16) Esma İlhan, 19.05.1997, Diyarbakır-Hani

17) Hakim Akdemir, 19.05.1997, Diyarbakır-Hani

Esma İlhan and Hakim Akdemir (40) died as a result of fire opened by unknown people on a bus in the vicinity of Hani, Diyarbakır, on 19 May. Mehmet Sezgin, Mehmet Duman, Remzi Alagöz, Veysi Dokuz, Mahmut Önen, Örfi Arak and Ahmet Kılıç were wounded in the armed attack. 

18) Celal Yüce, 26.05.1997, Diyarbakır-Hani

19) İlhan Yılmaz, 26.05.1997, Diyarbakır-Hani

20) Hüseyin Alpaslan, 26.05.1997, Diyarbakır-Hani

21) Mehmet Tarhan, 26.05.1997, Diyarbakır-Hani

22) Fikri Tarhan, 26.05.1997, Diyarbakır-Hani

In Çardaklı village of Hani district of Diyarbakır, a group of armed people raided the site of a private company, which was drilling the ground to find water, in the night of 26 May. In the raid, the villagers Celal Yüce, İlhan Yılmaz, Hüseyin Alpaslan, Mehmet Tarhan and Fikri Tarhan, who were working for the company, were shot dead. When the caravan in which the workers stayed was let off a volley of fire, a LPG tube exploded. As a result of the explosion, Celal Yüce and İlhan Yılmaz burnt to death. The villager Abdullah Malay was wounded in the attack. The armed people burnt down 2 machines. It was claimed that PKK militants carried out the attack. Following the incident, State of Emergency Regional Governor Necati Bilican conducted investigations in Çardaklı village and invited the villagers to become village guards.

23) Mustafa Çivi, 26.05.1997, Tokat

24) Naci Özen, 26.05.1997, Tokat

25) Ahmet Duygu, 26.05.1997, Tokat

In Tokat, 4 armed people raided Kurtuluş Flour Plant, which belonged to Mustafa Çivi, at about 9.30pm on 26 May. The armed people left the region after taking hostage Mustafa Çivi, Naci Özen (former Director of Tokat Branch of TEDAŞ, the power distribution company) and Ahmet Duygu (an inspector of TEDAŞ. Their corpses were found in the vicinity of Kördüğüm village on 27 May. Tokat Governor Ayhan Çevik disclosed, “there was evidence proving that the attack had been carried out by members of an illegal organization.” TİKKO claimed that the organization did not carry out the attack, that Mustafa Çivi was known as a member of the MHP and that the incident was as a result of the conflict between the gangs. A trial was launched against 16 people in connection with the killing of Mustafa Çivi, Naci Özen and Ahmet Duygu. The trial continued at Ankara SSC on 26 September. The court board refused to release the defendants and postponed the trial to a future date. 

26) ... ..., 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

27) ... ..., 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

28) ... ..., 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

29) ... ..., 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

30) ... ..., 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

In Dikboğaz village of Eruh district of Siirt, 5 villagers were killed by unknown assailants on 3 June. 3 villagers were wounded in the incident. 

31) Behzat Yıldırım, 15.06.1997, İstanbul

32) Yasemin Ildırten, 15.06.1997, İstanbul

Devrim Yasemin Ildırten (30) and Behzat Yıldırım (32) died in their house in Maltepe, İstanbul, in an armed attack by unknown assailants on 15 June. Police officials asserted that the photographs found in the house revealed that the victims were “members of TİKKO.” TİKKO claimed responsibility for the killing of Ildırten and Yıldırım. In the statement sent to the ÖDP, it was disclosed that Ildırten and Yıldırım were killed on the ground that “they were traitors and collaborators.” It was reported that Behzat Yıldırım had been previously arrested on charges of “being a member of the TİKKO” and that Ildırten and Yıldırım had later become members of the ÖDP.

33) Naci Karataş, 26.06.1997, Hakkari-Şemdinli

Village guard Mahmut Öveç and a child named Naci Karataş (16) died in an armed attack on a vehicle on its way from Şemdinli, Hakkari, to Örencik hamlet of Ortaklar village of Şemdinli on 26 May.

34) Mehmet Şahin Duran, 30.06.1997, İstanbul

A worker named Mehmet Şahin Duran was wounded in the explosion of a bomb planted in Fatih Technical Department of the Water and Sewerage Directorate of İstanbul Metropolitan Municipality by the radical pro-Islamic İBDA-C organization on 30 June. Duran died in hospital on 7 July.

35) ... ..., 02.07.1997, Siirt-Pervari

Some PKK militants raided Çamikare plateau in the vicinity of Dövüncüler hamlet of Yapraktepe village of Pervari, Siirt, on 2 July, and killed a shepherd and wounded another and then left the village taking numerous sheep along with them. 

36) İmam Kes, 06.07.1997, Tunceli-Pertek

The dead body of İmam Kes, who had been abducted by 15 armed people who raided Dorutay (Zeve) village of Pertek district of Tunceli on 5 July, was found in Newela Önce region on 6 July. It was reported that the armed people, who introduced themselves as “TİKKO militants,” took İmam Kes from his house, accused him of “being an informer” and took him to the village square, but when a villager shouted “soldiers are coming,” they left the village taking Kes with them. Meanwhile, in another raid on the same village on 7 July, Fahri Kay (70) was abducted. Fahri Kay was beaten for one day and then released.

37) Sıddık Varol, 07.07.1997, Bingöl

38) Kıymet Salcan, 07.07.1997, Bingöl

39) Fadrettin Güneri Gül, 07.07.1997, Bingöl

40) ... ... (child), 07.07.1997, Bingöl

A minibus was attacked on 7 July on its way from Bingöl to the Üçpınar village of Bingöl. In the attack, Sıddık Varol, Kıymet Salcan, Fadrettin Güneri Gül and a 5-year-old girl died, and 10 people were wounded.

41) Kerem Çiftçi, 09.07.1997, Hakkari

An armed attack was conducted on a car in the vicinity of Otluca village of Hakkari on 9 July. Driver Kerem Çiftçi died and lieutenant Kaan Gemici and his sister Seyhan Gemici were wounded.

42) Tahir Eren, 14.07.1997, Siirt-Pervari

As a result of the fire opened by PKK militants, who raided Okçular (Tri) village of Pervari district of Siirt on 14 July, Tahir Eren (80) and village guard Muhsin Ediz died when they were grazing their animals outside the village.

43) Mehmet Bars, 15.07.1997, Hakkari-Yüksekova

44) Nazdar Bars, 15.07.1997, Hakkari-Yüksekova

Mehmet Bars (65) and Nazdar Bars (27) were killed during a raid by a group of armed people in Ortakçı hamlet of Gürkavak village of Yüksekova district of Hakkari on 15 July; and Bedirhan Bars (4), Naif Bars (6), Aysel Bars (9), İlyas Bars (11), Ayşe Bars (17) and a one-year-old baby were wounded.

45) Hamza Yılmaz, 16.07.1997, Erzincan-Tercan

Hamza Yılmaz was killed during a raid by armed people on Büklümdere village of Tercan district of Erzincan on 16 July. Reportedly the raid was conducted by the PKK militants, who tried to find village guard Hasan Yılmaz, but failing to find him, they killed his father Hamza Yılmaz.

46) Bilal Şencan, 21.07.1997, between Şebinkarahisar and Alucra

A group of armed people who blocked the way between Şebinkarahisar and Alucra districts of Giresun, killed Bilal Şencan, a watchman at the Forest Management, on 21 July.

47) Faruz Arıcı, 22.07.1997, Hakkari-Şemdinli

48) Nusret Arıcı, 22.07.1997, Hakkari-Şemdinli

Faruz Arıcı (18) and Nusret Arıcı (19) were killed by PKK members in a raid on Dereyanı hamlet of Şemdinli district of Hakkari in the night of 22 July. 

49) Dilek Coşar, 24.07.1997, Erzincan-Erzurum highway

PKK militants blocked the road between Erzincan and Erzurum around Sansa Passage in the night of 24 July. Dilek Coşar (19) died and Mustafa Coşar was wounded as a result of the fire they opened on a vehicle.

50) Emin Özdemir, 31.07.1997, Eruh

PKK militants who raided Üzümlü village of Eruh district of Siirt on 31 July killed the villager Emin Özdemir on the grounds that he was an “informer.” 

51) Abdürrezzak Çalışkan, 01.08.1997, Diyarbakır-Hazro

Abdürrezzak Çalışkan (40) died in an armed attack on Erkonak village, Hazro, Diyarbakır, on 1 August. Aysel Çalışkan (33) and Müzeyyen Çalışkan (4) were wounded during the attack. 

52) Abdullah Teymürtaş, 02.08.1997, Siirt-Eruh

The corpse of Abdullah Teymürtaş, who was abducted by PKK militants from Üzümlü village of Eruh district of Siirt, was found in the vicinity of the village on 2 August.

53) Aziz (Azmi) Kıyat, 11.08.1997, Van-Çatak

54) Fazıl Çakı, 11.08.1997, Van-Çatak

55) Adil Babur, 11.08.1997, Van-Çatak

In a rocket attack on a minibus of the PTT on the road between Konalga and Sırmalı villages of Çatak district of Van on 11 August, Aziz (Azmi) Kıyat, the driver of the minibus, Fazıl Çakı, an officer at the PTT, Adil Babur, a worker, and Maruf Güdürlü, a village guard, died. 

56) Hıdır Ulak, 20.08.1997, Tunceli-Çiçekli

57) Hıdır Tekin, 21.08.1997, Tunceli-Çiçekli

Hıdır Ulak (65) was killed by unknown assailants in Çiçekli town of Tunceli on 20 August. It was reported that the armed group demanded food, and then shot Ulak in the abdomen with three bullets. Ulak was hospitalized, but he died in hospital. Hıdır Tekin was killed by armed people in the same village on 21 August. The officials alleged that Hıdır Ulak and Hıdır Tekin “were killed by PKK militants.” However, the son of Hıdır Tekin sent a letter to the daily "Emek". It was published in the same paper on 19 October 1997 and stated that the attack was “carried out by TİKKO militants.” The letter related the incident as follows: “Hıdır Tekin was killed in an extra-judicial execution by a group who introduced themselves as Partizan. My father was not killed by the PKK as claimed in some newspapers. The incident developed as follows: Two men and a woman came to the house of my father in Kanidol hamlet of Çiçekli at around 9.30pm on 21 August 1997. That evening, electricity was cut off. After saluting my father they entered and said they were members of the group Partizan. They urged my father to come to the meeting area with them. At that moment, my mother said, “The meeting should be held here since it is dark outside and he is blind on one eye, he cannot walk that way.’ Upon this, they said, ‘We give our word that we will take him back after the meeting’ and then they took my father away. Following their departure, harassment fire was opened on the village from the other side. When the fire stopped, my mother went after them. Yet they were going in a different direction to the meeting area. Since it was dark, they could only hear the voice of my father. My father continually said, ‘Where are you taking me? What is my guilt? Tell me my guilt.’ Meanwhile, the friends of the militants would tell them to be quick. Then three shots were heard. When my mother got there, she saw that my father was killed. When protests arose following his execution, they tried to justify themselves through conflicting statements they made everywhere they went.”

58) Sezgin Işık, 20.08.1997, Sıvas-Hafik

PKK militants who raided a mine pit in the vicinity of Hafik, Sıvas, killed a worker named Sezgin Işık (23), and set the machines on fire on 20 August.

59) Halil Yılmaz, 22.08.1997, Batman-Hasankeyf

On 22 August, some unidentified people opened fire on two shepherds who were grazing animals in Soğucak village of Hasankeyf district of Batman. Halil Yılmaz (21) died in the fire and a child named Şirin Baytar (14) was wounded.

60) Alihan Baykal, 31.08.1997, Hakkari-Yüksekova

Some armed people opened fire on a private car, driven by Alihan Baykal (32) on its way from Dağlıca town in Yüksekova district of Hakkari to Yüksekova at around 4.30pm on 31 August in the vicinity of Tokağaç hamlet of Tuğlu village. The car caught fire. Baykal died and Senar Yalçın and Hamail Yalçın were wounded.

61) ... ..., 13.09.1997, Şırnak-Uludere

On 13 September, PKK militants waylaid the road between Şırnak and Uludere and stopped 6 cars; they abducted two people (one from Şırnak and the other from Şenoba town of Şırnak). The militants wanted to take another person with them, but shot him when he tried escape.

62) İsmail Timurtaş, 14.09.1997, between Eruh and Şırnak

63) Mustafa Kayar, 14.09.1997, between Eruh and Şırnak

The corpses of İsmail Timurtaş (50) and Mustafa Kayar (45) were found in the vicinity of Yınalmaz (Sorek) village located on the road between Eruh district of Siirt and Şırnak on 14 September. Both were killed with a single bullet in the head. It was stated that Timurtaş and Kayar were taken away from Kanika village in July by PKK militants on the grounds that “they were collaborating with the state.”

64) Ali Özdemir, 14.09.1997, Gaziantep

As a result of a bomb exploding under the bookstand of Müjde Publishing House in the Industrial Fair in Gaziantep on 14 September, 25 people were wounded. Müjde Publishing House was known to sell books connected to the Bible and Christianity. The child named Ali Özdemir (4) died in hospital on 15 September. Gaziantep Governor Muammer Güler stated that the bomb had the standards of NATO and contained pieces of metal. It was claimed that a newly constituted radical pro-Islamic organization called “Vasat” was responsible for the explosion. Burhan Kara, who was wanted on charges of the explosion, surrendered to Gaziantep Police HQ at the end of September. Burhan Kara, an alleged executive of “Vasat,” admitted that he was responsible for the bombing. Reportedly the bomb had been provided by a police officer named Halil Yıldız. Halil Yıldız declared that his testimony was taken under torture. A trial was launched against 19 people in connection with the explosion. In the trial, which started at Adana SSC on 25 November, the death penalty was sought for defendants Mehmet Yıldırım, Faruk Öztürkoğlu, Burhan Kara, Hakan Elçen, Ahmet Alnıaçık, Mehmet Sindi, Mehmet İnan, Ali Kaynarca, Şehmuz Bozan, Şükrü Elçin, Servet Orcan, İsa Bozkurt, Cemal Güçlüer, Zabit Durmuş, Şahmerdan Sarı (he claimed to have testified under torture), Mehmet Yıldırım, Burhan Kara, Mehmet Kurt and Abdülmelik Altun for “being members of the organization Vasat and causing the explosion.” 

65) Hulusi Altıntaş, 18.09.1997, İstanbul

Five unknown assailants conducted an armed attack on a grocery store at night on 18 September in İstanbul. The assailants shouted the slogan “Death to fascists.” Hulusi Altıntaş, the owner of the store, was wounded in the attack and died in hospital. Süleyman Taştan and Dursun Taştan, who were around the store during the attack, were severely wounded.

66) Ali Ürgen, 25.09.1997, Arıcak

Ali Ürgen was killed by PKK militants in Yaylabaşı village of Arıcak district of Elazığ on 25 September on the grounds that he was an “informer.” The PKK militants abducted Kazım Ürgen, the headman of the village.

67) Hadim Korkulu, 30.09.1997, Bingöl-Yayladere

The worker Hadim Korkulu died in an armed attack on a vehicle of the Turkish Electricity Distribution Company in the vicinity of Yayladere district of Bingöl on 30 September. 

68) Eşref Karçik, 04.10.1997, Van-Çatak

Some unidentified people opened fire on a tractor in the vicinity of Uzuntekne village of Çatak district of Van on 4 October. Eşref Karçik died and Nasır Çelik, the driver of the tractor, was wounded in the attack. 

69) Haydar Kirazlı, 10.10.1997, Giresun-Şebinkarahisar

70) Seyfettin Dokumacı, 10.10.1997, Giresun-Şebinkarahisar

On 10 October, some unidentified people, who blocked the road between Şebinkarahisar and Alucra districts of Giresun, opened fire on the vehicles. Haydar Kirazlı, a passenger in a minibus, and Seyfettin Dokumacı, a motorcyclist, died in the fire, 9 people were wounded.

71) Mustafa Tete, 13.10.1997, Giresun-Şebinkarahisar

A lead mine, which belonged to Beronar Mining Company in the vicinity of Dereköy village of Şebinkarahisar district of Giresun, was raided by some unknown assailants at around 7pm on 13 October. The raiders set two trucks, a jeep and a pickup in the mine on fire and kidnapped the engineer Mustafa Tete, a Bulgarian immigrant, and Bulgarian citizens Peter Bakalov and Atanos Milkov. Tete’s dead body was found later in the vicinity. Bakalov and Milkov were released in the vicinity of Suşehri district of Sıvas 16 October. It was claimed that the mine was “raided by PKK militants.”

72) Ali Erol, 18.10.1997, Urfa-Siverek

The villagers Ramazan Tuzgöl (60), İbrahim Tuzgöl (30), Ali Erol (54) and Halil Aymelek were subjected to a volley of fire by some unidentified people while they were working in a field in Siverek district of Urfa on 18 October. Ali Erol died in Urfa State Hospital.

73) ... ..., 19.10.1997, Hakkari-Yüksekova

A bomb which was planted in a car with the license plate 21 EC 266 that was parked between Postal Management Directorate and the Police HQ in Yüksekova district of Hakkari exploded with remote control mechanism at 12.05am on 19 October. One person died and 19 people were wounded in the explosion. Since the Telekom building was damaged, the telephone communication with Yüksekova was interrupted. Minister of the Interior, Murat Başesgioğlu disclosed that the person who died in the explosion could not be identified. Of the injured people, 10 had outpatient treatment and 9 were hospitalized in Hakkari and Van. The names of some of the victims are as follows: Teacher Reyhan Petek, fireman Nejdet Uzunay, Muhteşem Akay, Erkan Altan, Murat Özcan, Ethem Durmaz and Salih Turan. Local sources reported that 80 people were detained in raids on houses and offices following the explosion. On the other hand, Hakkari Governor Nihat Canpolat claimed that nobody was detained. The PKK claimed responsibility for the explosion.

74) Nazlıgül Çubukçu, 19.10.1997, Ordu-Aybastı

75) Kevser Çubukçu, 19.10.1997, Ordu-Aybastı

Several armed people raided Hisarcık village of Aybastı district of Ordu at around 9.30pm on 19 October and as a result of the fire they opened on a house, Nazlıgül Çubukçu (16) and Kevser Çubukçu (20) died and Melek Çubukçu was wounded. 

76) Medeni Özkan, 20.10.1997, Bitlis-Mutki

77) Remzi Durgun, 20.10.1997, Bitlis-Mutki

On 20 October, Medeni Özkan (40) and Remzi Durgun (23) were killed in an armed attack on their tractor on their way from Kocainiç village of Mutki district of Bitlis to Serince hamlet.

78) Altun Doğan, 22.10.1997, Tunceli-Mazgirt

On 22 October, 3 unidentified people raided a house in Akpazar town of Mazgirt district of Tunceli, and killed the nurse Altun Doğan (32), wounded her daughter Ezgi Doğan (8) and her brother Orhan Doğan. Her husband Hüseyin Doğan survived the incident without any injuries. The reason of the attack could not be revealed. In the official statement, it was disclosed that 3 people, supposed to be “PKK militants,” attempted to enter the house at around 9.30pm, but failing to enter, they opened fire on the house from the windows and the doors. On the other hand, local sources denoted that the practice of village guarding was widespread in Akpazar and the security forces controlled the entry to/exits from the town.

Casualties with injuries

In Gaziantep, Mehmet Durmaz and Mehmet Keser were wounded as a result of the explosion of a hand-made pipe-style bomb in Haraf Street in Çıksorut quarter on 14 January. Durmaz and Keser stated that as they were walking on the road, they kicked a plastic bag on the sidewalk, and it exploded. The police officers stated that the bomb was made by placing explosives inside a pipe. Slightly injured, Durmaz and Keser were taken to the State Hospital.

A teahouse in Fatih quarter of İstanbul was bombed at about 5am on 21 January. Rıdvan Uçar (41) was wounded. Police officers, who carried out an operation in the region later on, shot Ali Erdem on the grounds that “he looked suspicious and he disobeyed the stop warning”, and detained him wounded. The officials alleged that Ali Erdem was one of two persons who carried out the bombing. 

A bomb, which was sent in a parcel to Yurtiçi Cargo Branch in Ümraniye, exploded on 15 April. The parcel was sent from Pendik, İstanbul, and the bomb exploded as the parcel was unloaded from the truck at around 10am. The worker Ahmet Kaya was wounded in the explosion.

Some unknown assailants threw a hand grenade into a teahouse in Arıcak district of Elazığ on 27 May. Aziz Aran, Davut Oğuz and Keko Temizsoy were wounded in the explosion.

In Kulp district of Diyarbakır, fire was opened on the building of the PTT on 6 June; and Seyhan Uçar (28), the wife of the PTT’s security officer, was wounded. 

Some armed people opened fire on a bus with a license plate of 34 JMB 53 at the entrance of Püren Tunnel in the vicinity of Karakütük as it was on its way from Kahramanmaraş to İstanbul on 11 June. Battal Ekiz, Ahmet Kavak, Yakup Göl and Havva Canlı were wounded. It was claimed, “the attack was conducted by PKK militants.” 

The repair and maintenance station of İSKİ General Directorate in Edirnekapı, İstanbul, was bombed by some unidentified people on 28 June. Officials on duty named Mehmet Şahin Turan and Hasan Akar were wounded severely while Murat Çakır and driver Kamber Doğan were injured slightly. The building was damaged. 

A missile attack was held against the military hotel in Halaskargazi Street, İstanbul, on 14 July. The missile, which was launched from a building at the opposite of the military hotel, caused no casualties. Dilek Aydın was slightly wounded by pieces of glass when the missile hit the outer wall of the 13th floor. The DHKP-C claimed responsibility for the attack. A similar attack had been held against İstanbul Police HQ on 16 June.

On 17 July, Ahmet Doğan and Ahmet Uludağ were wounded in the explosion of a bomb placed in a car, which was parked near the Governor’s Office in Tokat. Vehicles and buildings in the vicinity were damaged.

A bomb, which was left between a dustbin and a parked car in front of Karasu Hotel in Sultanahmet, İstanbul, exploded at around 1pm on 10 August. The explosion caused broken windows and damaged vehicles in the neighborhood, and wounded Tahir Karabaş (24), Atılay Özcan (12), and a Canadian, Koren Rego. Police officials claimed that the PKK was responsible for the explosion. Three people were detained in connection with the incident.

On 20 August, a bomb, which was planted between two buildings in Meydan quarter of İskenderun district of Hatay, exploded. A passer-by named Türker Özcan was wounded. 

Unknown persons let off a volley of fire on Beyaz Saray Teahouse and two offices on the road between Diyarbakır and Silvan at around 8.30pm on 24 August. Eşref Sevinç, the owner of the teahouse, Mustafa Kurt, Latıf Menguç and Cemal Dağ were wounded. In connection with the incident, HADEP District Organization Chairman Zeki Çelik said: “This is a provocation. It was planned in order to undermine the enthusiasm about opening the HADEP District Organization and to intimidate the people. During the opening of the District Organization, special team members and police officers had threatened the people and said, ‘You will see what will happen in 3-4 days.’ They did what they said. This incident aimed at making people silent again and preventing activities by HADEP.” Çelik, noting that he had met the chief of police and informed him of his concerns, said: “But, the police chief passed over the matter saying ‘We don’t know the incident, but we are investigating it.’” 

A hand grenade was thrown into Fener Greek Patriarchate in Balat, İstanbul, at around 00.15am on 2 December. The priest Nicolu Nectarius (32) was wounded, and the building was damaged in the explosion.

On 30 December, a bomb placed in the suburban train traveling between Halkalı and Sirkeci in İstanbul exploded in Bakırköy Yenimahalle Station at around 5.05pm. Kenan Hasan Hendem (44) was wounded severely while 6 people, namely İsmail Hakkı Hendem, Ayten Üzgün, Halime Şener, Ayten Enez and Esra Burcu Canipek (7), were slightly injured. 

Developments concerning previous incidents 

Mehmet Nuri Özen and Hasan Aşkın, on trial at İzmir SSC on the claims of “being members of the PKK and bombing a cafeteria in Gaziemir district of İzmir on 17 September 1995, which resulted in the deaths of 5 people,” were sentenced to death. In the trial that ended on 2 April, Fesih Yavaş was life sentenced; Mehmet Emin Bayar (HADEP Buca District Organization Chairman) was sentenced to 12 years 6 months in prison and Mehmet Ali Durak to 3 years 9 months' imprisonment. 

Of the 4 people on trial for” carrying out the bombing of İstanbul Tuzla Train Station on 12 February 1994, which had resulted in the killing of 5 reserve conscript officer students, and wounding of 31 people (21 reserve conscript officer students, 8 enlisted men and 2 women),” Cumali Karsu and Enver Özek were given the death penalty under Article 125 of the TPC. In the trial that concluded at İstanbul SSC on 19 March, Hediye Aybek was sentenced to 12 years 6 months in prison on claims of “being a member of an illegal organization” (TPC 168/2) whereas Musa Aydemir, who was accused of “aiding an illegal organization” (TPC 169), was acquitted. Şerif Mercan, one of the defendants in the same trial, had committed suicide in Bursa Special Type Prison on 12 June 1994. In the statement made by the PKK following the bombing, it was said: “This attack is a retaliation against the state policy of dehumanizing the area and evacuating villages. We will increase such actions.”

Mahmut Ulusan, who was wanted for having participated in the attack on a bus traveling from Ankara to İstanbul around Hereke district of Kocaeli on 30 December 1994, was detained and arrested on 11 February. In connection with the attack, a trial had been launched against Mahmut Ulusan, Ömer Yıldırım and Adalet Aktepe at İstanbul SSC with the demand of the death penalty in May 1995. 

The trial launched against 15 people claimed to have undertaken numerous actions including the bombing which resulted in the killing of Onat Kutlar and archeologist Yasemin Cebenoyan
 continued in 1997. In the hearing held on 25 April, Dinç Tayanç, editor-in-chief of the daily Cumhuriyet, and Deniz Som, a columnist in the same newspaper, were heard as witnesses in connection with the claim published in the newspaper that the pro-Islamic organization İBDA-C claimed responsibility for the bombing of The Marmara Hotel. Dinç Tayanç stated that following the bombing, some people called the Intelligence Department of the newspaper and claimed responsibility on behalf of İBDA-C. Tayanç stressed that they had informed the security officials of this development. The demands by Deniz Demir and Hicran Kaçmaz, on trial with the demand of the death penalty, to benefit from “the Repentance Law,” were accepted. Of the defendants who were on trial under arrest, Zeydin Güleç was released in the hearing held on 17 October. 

In the trial, the death penalty is sought for confessor defendants Deniz Demir and Hicran Kaçmaz on charges of “being members of a separatist organization, participating in bombings and murder” (TPC 125); imprisonment up to 30 years for Hamit Şen on charges of “being a member of an illegal organization and manufacturing bombs” (TPC 168); imprisonment terms between 15 years and 22 years 6 months for Abdullah Yunus, Zeydin Güleç, Abdullah Çolak and Ömer Filizer on charges of “being members of an illegal organization” (TPC 168); and between 4 years 6 months and 7 years 6 months for Nimet Kaçmaz, Sait Aytemiz, Abdulkadir Er, Mehmet Şahaltan, Abdulrezzak Aydın, Ramazan Gülle, Mehmet Ali Güneş and Abdulhaluk Yunus on charges of “aiding an illegal organization” (TPC 169).

b) Other Attacks

Armed attacks and assassinations against police officers and other security officers, confessor militant and village guards continued in 1997. A significant part of such attacks were conducted by PKK militants and mostly in the State of Emergency Region. As a result of the attacks by such groups as the PKK, DHKP-C, MLKP (Marxists Leninist Communist Party), TİKKO and İBDA-C, at least 22 people were killed as listed below (In similar attacks, 285 people were killed in 1992, 341 in 1993, 218 in 1994, 99 in 1995, and 68 in 1996).

79) Hasan Lalealp, 05.04.1997, between Kulp and Lice
The dead body of village guard Hasan Lalealp, who had been abducted by PKK militants in Tepe village of Lice district of Diyarbakır on 5 April, was found on the shore of Sarum River between Kulp district of Diyarbakır and Lice on 10 April. Of 8 people who had been abducted along with Lalealp, the villagers İsmail Akbudak, Abdulvahap Varsak, Abdulselam Çelik, Şirin Yılbaş and Mustafa Karakaş were released in the vicinity of the district on 13 April. When Şirin Yıltaş and Abdülselam Çelik were not released, HRA Diyarbakır Branch made a statement, and invited PKK militants and the security forces to comply with the Geneva Convention. It was denoted that the village in question had been forced to become village guards: “Entries and exits were banned. No foodstuff was allowed in the village. Villagers were not allowed to take their animals out.” HRA Diyarbakır Branch demanded that the two villagers be released, and that imposition of village guarding, food embargo and quarantine-like practices be abandoned. Şirin Yıltaş was released following the incident and Abdülselam Çelik in October. Abdülselam Çelik, who was kept in detention at Lice Gendarme Regiment Headquarters for 3 days, disappeared on 6 November.

80) Kenan Sabur, 15.04.1997, İstanbul

Kenan Sabur (27) was found dead in the vicinity of his house in Gazi quarter of İstanbul at around 2.30am on 15 April. It was reported that Kenan Sabur had been skewered to death in the breast, head and neck. A flag of the DHKP-C was found near the corpse. It was claimed that Sabur was known to be an “MHP adherent” and that he had collaborated with the police in Gazi quarter.

81) Kasım Açık, 18.05.1997, Ankara Central Prison

Kasım Açık, who was under arrest in Gebze Prison on claims of “being a member of the MLKP and putting up posters,” was killed on the grounds that “he was an informer for the police and had a role in many murders by unknown assailants.” Apparently he had been strangled and his corpse was found in the corridor of the prison on 18 May. A prisoner who was a convict in connection with a MLKP trial, assumed responsibility for the murder. In the statement made by the MLKP and Revolutionary Party of Turkey (TDP), it was claimed that Kasım Açık, “who was trained by the police to leak into the organization,” had been interrogated in the prison since 1 May. In the statement, it was stated that he had taken part in a “gang” of 7 people including confessor PKK militants Murat Demir and Murat İpek, who had recently been arrested, and Mahmut Yıldırım, known with the nickname “Yeşil” (Green). It was also claimed that the “gang” in question had killed Talat Türkoğlu, who was missing for almost 1 year, and a 16-year old boy named Cengiz (the surname was not revealed) in Çorlu, and had been involved in numerous incidents of torture and “murders by unknown assailants.” Kasım Açık had informed the International Committee Against Disappearances (ICAD) about Talat Türkoğlu and Düzgün Tekin.

82) ... ..., 02.06.1997, Siirt-Kurtalan

83) ... ..., 02.06.1997, Siirt-Kurtalan

PKK militants, who blockaded the road between Siirt and Kurtalan district of Siirt on 2 June, killed a person, who was reportedly a village guard, and his son. The truck drivers Ahmet Aktu and Cuma Üçmen were wounded in the incident. The PKK militants who set the car of Mudurnu Poultry Company on fire, attempted to force driver Fahri Altın to get in the car. Altın saved his life by taking shelter in a hole.

84) ... ..., 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

85) ... ..., 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

86) ... ..., 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

87) ... ..., 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

88) Yaşar Erşek, 03.06.1997, Siirt-Eruh

PKK militants raided Dikboğaz village of Eruh district of Siirt at around 12am on 3 June, and killed 5 villagers who were carrying water to their village. 3 people were wounded during the incident. It was reported that those killed were village guards. Yaşar Erşek (30), the village guard who was wounded, died on 4 June. It was claimed that following the raid, 3 village guards left the village by leaving their guns behind, 6 village guards applied to Dikboğaz Gendarme Station to leave their guns, but were rejected by the station.

89) Mahmut Öveç, 26.06.1997, Hakkari-Şemdinli

A village guard named Mahmut Öveç and a child named Naci Karataş (16) died in an armed attack on a vehicle on its way from Şemdinli, Hakkari, to Örencik hamlet of Ortaklar village of Şemdinli on 26 May.

90) İbrahim Yetkin, 02.07.1997, Muş-Varto

A group of armed people raided Kaynarca village of Varto district of Muş at around 10pm on 2 July, and raided the house of the village guard İbrahim Yetkin (50). They wanted to take Yetkin with them, but when he resisted, they executed him by shooting. 

91) Muhsin Ediz, 14.07.1997, Siirt-Pervari

As a result of fire opened by PKK militants, who raided Okçular (Tri) village of Pervari district of Siirt on 14 July, Tahir Eren (80) and the village guard Muhsin Ediz died when they were grazing their animals outside the village.

92) Kasım Tepe, 07.08.1997, between Tokat and Sıvas

93) Sevda Güler, 07.08.1997, between Tokat and Sıvas

On 7 August, the corpses of Kasım Tepe and Sevda Güler, militants of the DHKP-C, were found in the mountainous region between Tokat and Sıvas by the security forces who were carrying out an operation in that region. While the official statement asserted that the two militants died in the clash, the DHKP-C said that they were shot since they tried to run away to surrender. 

94) Maruf Güdürlü, 11.08.1997, Van-Çatak

In a rocket attack on a minibus of the PTT on the road between Konalga and Sırmalı villages of Çatak district of Van on 11 August, Aziz (Azmi) Kıyat, the driver of the minibus, Fazıl Çakı, an officer at the PTT, Adil Babur, a worker, and Maruf Güdürlü, a village guard, died. 

95) Gökhan Çavuşoğlu, 16.08.1997, Ordu-Mesudiye

A group of armed men, who stopped a minibus in the vicinity of Mesudiye, Ordu, in the night of 16 August, killed a police officer named Gökhan Çavuşoğlu. The organization of the attackers was not revealed.

96) Yusuf Benek, 08.11.1997, Pervari-Doğan

97) Ahmet Babat, 08.11.1997, Pervari-Doğan

98) Ömer Babat, 08.11.1997, Pervari-Doğan

99) Übeyit Benek, 08.11.1997, Pervari-Doğan 

100) Ebdullah Benek, 08.11.1997, Pervari-Doğan 

101) Emin Benek, 08.11.1997, Pervari-Doğan

The village guards Übeyit Benek and Ebdullah Benek, and Emin Benek, Yusuf Benek, Ahmet Babat and Ömer Babat were killed by the PKK militants in Doğan village of Pervari district of Siirt on 8 November.

102) ... ..., 09.11.1997, Van-Özalp

A person, who became a confessor militant after running from the PKK in Van, was killed by PKK militants who raided his house in Özalp district of Van on 9 November.

103) İsmail Akkoyun, 28.11.1997, İstanbul

Some unidentified people opened fire on a police vehicle on Alemdar Street in Dudullu, Ümraniye, İstanbul, in the night of 28 November. The policeman İsmail Akkoyun died, and two others named Recep Aköner and Arif Keçeci were wounded. The attack was allegedly carried out by PKK militants. During a raid on a house in Ümraniye on 29 November, 9 people including Mehmet Çelik and Şabeddin Yeşilmen, claimed to be the assailants, and Abdürrahim Bozdemir and Sıraç Çelik, who were claimed to have assisted the assailants, were detained. Seven of the detainees were remanded by İstanbul SSC.

c) Suicide attacks

In the explosion in a toilet in Bodrum district of Muğla at around 0.15am on 27 July, the assumed PKK militant Dıbistan Perişan (24), on whom an ID card for Kudret Denktaş was found, died. The bomb reportedly exploded while she was making some connections. Reportedly 4 additional bombs (2 on her and 2 in her bag) were found. Muğla Governor Cemil Serhadlı said after the incident: “Security forces found 4-5 hand grenades, a timer and battery on the spot. We increased security measures in Bodrum. We are investigating whether the bomber woman had assistants or not. It is good that we escaped the explosion without a significant damage and any casualties. The woman in question was among those wanted.” Her sister Evin Perişan, who was detained during the funeral of Dıbistan Perişan, was arrested on claims of “being a PKK member.” Following the explosion, the police detained Yaşar Babataş, the son of Hikmet Babataş, who was reported to be partner of Ömer Lütfü Topal, known to the public as “the tycoon of casinos,” but was ordered to be killed by Topal and who was the owner of the 5 star Regal Resort Hotel and Casino in Bodrum. It was claimed that it was Yaşar Babataş who gave Dıbistan Perişan the TNT bars. A search of the courtyard of the Regal Hotel in Torba village of Bodrum revealed two Kalashnikof rifles, 320 Kalashnikof bullets, a bomb which was reportedly prepared for assassinations, material used in bomb making and 40 mm telescope, buried in the ground. Sait Yalçın, who reportedly planned the incident, was detained in Şanlıurfa, Emrullah Okçu and Cengiz Taşkın, who were claimed to have been involved in the incident were detained in Bodrum, and a person named Hasan (surname unrevealed) was detained in Diyarbakır.

The trial launched against Hasan Ateşçi, Erdal Uygun, Mustafa Uygun and Kazım Uygun, who were arrested on 9 November subsequent to the suicidal attack in Sıvas on 29 October 1996, on the accusations of “aiding the PKK,” started at Kayseri SSC on 21 January. Erdal Uygun and Mustafa Uygun said that the PKK members Güler Otaç and Hacı Can, who died in the attack, had stayed at their home for 2 days, but they could have informed nobody because they had been afraid. The SSC decided to release Kazım Uygun and Mustafa Uygun and postponed the trial to a further date.

d) Soldiers taken as hostages 

The soldier Sedat Ağca, who had been held hostage by the PKK for about 17 months and who had been released at the beginning of December 1996 on initiatives by RP Van MP Fetullah Erbaş, was sent to his unit in Şemdinli district of Hakkari in January as he was regarded a “deserter” during the period he had been held hostage. The trial launched at Diyarbakır SSC against İbrahim Yaylalı, who was among the soldiers the PKK released, ended in acquittal on 20 February. İbrahim Yaylalı, who was arrested, after he came back to Turkey, on the grounds that he “praised the PKK and Abdullah Öcalan in speeches he delivered to MED-TV and a private TV channel during his captivity, and had military and political drills in the camps,” said, in the hearing, that he made the statements under pressure.

The HRA invited the PKK to release the captives on the occasion of Newroz in order to “make an attempt for peace.” In the press conference on 10 March HRA Chairman Akın Birdal said that the state was indifferent about the abducted soldiers. Birdal said: “The PKK should make an attempt for peace by releasing the soldiers held hostage on Newroz.” Birdal stated that in order to ensure the release of 15 village guards who were reportedly held as hostages by the PKK, their relatives had applied to the embassies of European countries via an MP from the same tribe. According to he families taking part in the press conference the names of the abducted soldiers and teachers were: Yaşar Gökçe, Yunus Çaça, Fatih Diktaş, Nuri Aytek, İzzettin Ateş, Cengiz İpek, Mehmet Karaca, Engin Ekşi, Doğan Yaman, İrfan Pedir, Tevfik Öztürk, Alaaddin Süer and Bektaş Avcı. In the press conference, Veli Avcı, the father of Bektaş Avcı, a teacher who had been abducted by the PKK in Bingöl on 24 October 1993, disclosed that they received hundreds of supporting messages from Europe while they obtained no support from the authorities. The relatives of Mehmet Karaca, who was officially declared to be martyred during the cross-border operation in Northern Iraq, stated that the statements were not satisfactory for them. The brother of Mehmet Karaca said that the military officials told them, “The corpse of your brother was abducted by the PKK,” but they believed that he was held hostage by the PKK.

Enlisted man named Alaattin Süer, who had been wounded in the clash between PKK militants and the security forces in Özalp district of Van in 1996 and who had been taken as a hostage by the PKK, could see his family in March. Sabahattin Süer and his wife Şerife Süer met with HRA Chairman Akın Birdal and RP Van MP Fethullah Erbaş, who had previously carried out initiatives for the release of captive soldiers. Later they went to Northern Iraq on 17 March and saw their son. Sabahattin and Şerife Süer returned to Tokat on 23 March; they stated that the PKK said that they would release their son if a delegation from the HRA went there. They noted that they met with their son for a long time and their son was in good health and they were hopeful. 

The PKK disclosed that two village guards named Cafer Subaşı (40) and Necmettin Dinar (36) were held hostage after a clash in Haftanin region of Northern Iraq. After a clash that broke out in Geriş village of Nazımiye district of Tunceli on 14 March, a village guard named Zülfü Kırmızıdal was abducted by PKK militants. Lice Mayor Behçet Tektaş’s brother Abdülselam Tektaş, who was abducted in Lice district of Diyarbakır on 30 December 1996, and two of the 5 village guards, named Davut Piyale and Turan Ahi, who were abducted by PKK militants, were released on 9 February. The PKK militants who raided Kumluca village of Lice, Diyarbakır, on 14 June kidnapped 14 village guards.

The PKK released 11 of these village guards on 10 July. The authorities later detained them. On 31 August, PKK militants who raided Eralan village, Kızılağaç, Muş, took the village guards Fahrettin Baran, Abdürrezak Somun, Veysi Yıldız and İrfan Adıgüzel along with them. Bişar Bingöl, a village guard who was taken hostage on 29 August in Haksever village, Varto, Muş, was released. Some PKK militants, who blocked the road between Nusaybin and Midyat districts of Mardin on 21 November, took hostage a village guard, Abdülkadir Akma. A village guard named Ramazan Bayındır, who was kidnapped by PKK militants who blocked the way between Mazıdağı and Derik, Mardin, on 27 November, was released on 1 December. Soldiers subsequently detained Ramazan Bayındır.

e) People abducted by the PKK

As in previous years, PKK militants abducted many people in 1997. Some of them were killed while most of them were released after a while. The following are some examples:

PKK militants, who raided the coalmines in the vicinity of Şırnak on 21 May, abducted the workers Zeki İdin, İdris İdin, Abdurrahman Kartal, Tahir İke, Hüseyin Batıbey and Halit Deniz.

İsmail Akbudak, Abdulvahap Varsak, Abdulselam Çelik, Şirin Yılbaş and Mustafa Karakaş, who were abducted by PKK militants raiding Tepe village of Lice district of Diyarbakır, were set free in the vicinity of Lice on 13 April. The released people were reportedly taken first to the Gendarmerie Station and testified there. In the meantime, it was reported that Ramazan Akbudak, the headman of the same village, and 4 village guards who were abducted in the same raid were still kept by the PKK militants.

8 workers, who were abducted from the construction site of Dilimli Dam in Yüksekova district of Hakkari on 5 June, were released on 6 June. PKK militants, who stopped a bus between Hafik and Doğanşehir districts of Sıvas on 7 June, abducted Latif Dumlu, the Chief Secretary of Doğanşehir District Governorate, and a veterinarian named Mehmet Özdemir. The PKK militants burnt down the bus, which belonged to Doğanşehir Municipality. Dumlu and Özdemir were released 24 hours later.

Two village guards, Naif Gök and Orhan Türkkan were kidnapped by PKK militants in the vicinity of Yolüstü village, Hasankeyf, Batman, on 15 June. Three shepherds, Hüseyin Akman (16), Sadık Akman (12) and a child (whose name could not be revealed), were also kidnapped by PKK militants in Tekçınar village of Kızılsu town, Şırnak, on the same day. Three people were kidnapped by PKK militants in Sülük hamlet of Yüksekova, Hakkari, on 16 July.

The village guards Tevfik Uğurlu and Hacı Uğurlu were wounded during the clash with PKK militants on 17 July in the vicinity of Bahçesaray, Van. The PKK militants kidnapped a village guard, Şaban Uğurlu, and 4 people, Şemsettin Uğurlu, Eşref Sami, Kerem Erekli and İsmail Uğurlu after the clash. Meanwhile, Şemsettin (Necmettin) Uğurlu and another person (name not mentioned) were released on 21 July.

On 18 October, some PKK militants stopped a minibus in the vicinity of Eruh, Siirt, and took away the passengers named Bahattin Gündüz, Orhan Yıldız, Nedim Demir, Lezgin Baykara, Şeyhmuz Alp, Nevzat Baykara and Erdinç Yaşa. Şeyhmus Alp and Bahattin Gündüz

PKK militants, who blocked the road between Diyarbakır and Lice, on 4 November, took 13 workers in a quarry along with themselves. The workers were released later. 

f) Attacks by extreme right-wing groups against civilians

The attacks and murders by ultra-nationalist right-wing groups or people, in particular those who call themselves as adherents of the MHP or “ülkücü” ("idealists", ultra-nationalists), are not regarded by security forces and the judicial authorities as political attacks or murders; and since the perpetrators are frequently protected, these may turn into “political murders by unknown assailants.” The political murders and attacks, which have not turned into “those by unknown assailants”, are included in this section.

104) Oğuz Atak, 05.05.1997, İstanbul

The pictures of barman Oğuz Atak (42) were taken during the search by police officers from the Narcotics Branch on 3 May. He had “Allah” tattooed on his back in Arabic script. The pictures were broadcast on the TV channel TGRT on 4 May, and he was criticized in the news bulletin. Oğuz Atak was killed in an armed attack in Beşiktaş, İstanbul, on 5 May. Following the incident, Hüseyin Ulaş (21) and Alaattin Polat (25), claimed to be working for Sedat Peker, “one of the renown names among the ultra-nationalist mafia,” were detained. Hüseyin Ulaş and Alaattin Polat were arrested afterwards, and a trial was launched against them on charges of “intentional murder” under Article 448 of the TPC with the demand of imprisonment of up to 30 years. However, no investigation was launched against Sedat Peker, who was claimed to have incited the defendants to murder. The trial of Ulaş and Polat started at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 7 on 20 June. Many people working for Peker attended the hearing as audience. Hüseyin Ulaş and Alaattin Polat stated in their testimony that they did not premeditate the murder. Ulaş disclosed that he met with Oğuz Atak in Bebek Park, he saw him in She Bar several times and then he watched him on TGRT. Ulaş claimed that they had a dispute with Oğuz Atak about the tattoo, and Atak showed them his penis. Ulaş said: “Then we quarreled, and he held my throat tightly. Since I had previously had an operation on my throat, I could not breath. I first opened fire on the ground and then on him.”

105) Fikret Daş, 22.6.1997, Ağrı

Fikret Daş, a student at Ağrı Doğubeyazıt Health Vocational High School, died in a quarrel which broke out in Doğubeyazıt Students Dormitory on 22 June. A student named Alpaslan Kandemir stabbed him on the ground that he called Alpaslan Türkeş “Kuçıke Reş” (black dog). Daş was taken to Doğubeyazıt State Hospital, but lost his life in the hospital. Fikret Daş was buried in Batman on 23 June. Following the incident, Alpaslan Kandemir, determined to be a member of the MHP, affiliated with Doğubeyazıt Ülkü Ocağı, was detained.
106) Ali Arslan, 9.8.1997, İstanbul

Ali Arslan, a member of HADEP, was beaten and stabbed by Hakkı Akkuş, a member of the MHP, Talip Akkuş, Ahmet Akkuş, İzzet Aceksi, Hüseyin Aceksi, Bahattin Can, Yaşar Bostancı, Serhat Çiftçi, Murat Akyüz, Ferhat Akyüz, Tarık (surname unrevealed) and Kemal (surname unrevealed) in Bayramtepe, Altınşehir, İstanbul, on 9 August. Aslan died in hospital on 10 August. The inhabitants of the quarter stated that the assailants went to Kayabaşı MHP Local Headquarters and Association of Solidarity with People from the Black Sea Region in Bayramtepe, but only Hakkı Akkuş was detained. However, about 40 relatives of Aslan who went to Bayramtepe following the incident were detained by the police. In the statement made by Halkevleri (Community Houses) İstanbul Regional Representation Office No. 1 in connection with the incident, it was maintained that those who killed Arslan were members of Ülkü Ocakları and the murder was organized by Ali (surname unrevealed) and Cenk (surname unrevealed), who organized activities by the MHP in the region. It was claimed that Hakkı Akkuş, Talip Akkuş, İzzet Aceksi, Hüseyin Aceksi, Bahattin Can, Yaşar Bostancı, Serhat Çiftçi, Murat Akyüz, Ferhat Akyüz, Tarık and Kemal, who were members of Ülkü Ocakları, committed the murder. Ali Arslan was buried on 11 August. In the funeral, 22 people, including 2 reporters from the journal Kızılbayrak, were detained. Assailants Hakkı Akkuş and Talip Akkuş were later remanded. In the hearing held on 18 December of the trial launched at Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 2 in connection with the killing of Ali Aslan, his wife Kibar Aslan was heard as a witness. Kibar Aslan, noting that the defendants attacked their house one day before the incident, said: “On the day when my husband was killed, the defendants stopped us. All of them started to throw stones on us. We started to run in order to enter the house. But the stone thrown by Hüseyin Aceksin hit my husband on the head. He fell down. Hakkı Akkuş stabbed my husband.” Aslan said that she lost consciousness and did not remember anything. Bayram Cinki, the police officer on duty at Samatya SSK Hospital on the day of the incident, stated that on the way to hospital Ali Aslan had said, “I was knifed by Hakkı Akkuş.” Kemal Zerinçsiz, the lawyer of the defendants, said, “Ali Aslan was killed by Talip Akkuş.” Lawyer Metin Narin disclosed that the lawyer of the defendants intentionally held Talip Akkuş responsible for the incident in order to save Hakkı Akkuş, since Talip was under 18 years of age.

107) Murat Tanhan 20.9.1997, İzmir

Murat Tanhan (23), a member of the HADEP Konak District Organization Youth Commission, was stabbed to death by some adherents of the MHP on 20 September. Tanhan’s elderly sister Gülistan Tanhan stated that at around 12pm, two plainclothes officers came and said, “Your son was wounded and is in hospital,” and when they went to the hospital, they learnt that her brother had died. Nesime Tanboğa, a relative of Murat Tanhan, claimed that although 4 MHP adherents attacked Murat Tanhan in the vicinity of the police station, the police officers did not stop them. It was reported that Tanhan’s father Cemal Tanhan was under arrest in Trabzon Prison in connection with a PKK trial. Following the incident, Sinan Taşdemir, who reportedly was involved in the attack and who is a member of ultra-nationalist Ülkü Ocağı, was detained.

Other Attacks 

On 29 August, the group nicknamed “A Team” consisting of employees at Keçiören Municipality conducted an armed attack on people who came together at Halkevi Association in Kalaba quarter of Keçiören district of Ankara in commemoration of Erdal Yıldırım, who was killed by the “A Team” in 1995. Fatih Gültekin (17) was wounded severely. The incident developed as follows: Murat Balçık, the Deputy Director of the Keçiören Municipal Security Offices, who came to Kalaba Halkevi in company of 7 people with municipal vehicles, started to debate with the people in front of Halkevi. Then Murat Balçık started to fire around, and shot Fatih Gültekin. However, the deputy director himself and an employee at the Municipality, Tercan Ayhan, were slightly wounded by the people who fought back with stones and sticks. Then people who heard of the incident came to Halkevi, and held a sit-in in front of the building for a while. In Kalaba Halkevi, there had been preparations for the commemoration of Erdal Yıldırım, who had been killed on 30 August 1995 by “A Team” which was established by Keçiören Mayor Turgut Altınok from the MHP.

The indictment prepared by Ankara Public Prosecution Office demanded that Murat Balçık be sentenced to a prison term between 3 years 6 months and 8 years 6 months for “wounding a person.” In the trial, Hasan Yıldırım, the brother of Erdal Yıldırım and the Chairman of Halkevi, was prosecuted on the claims of “provoking an incident” with the demand of a prison term between 5 months and 1 year 6 months. A prison term between 2 months and 6 months was sought for Fatih Gültekin, Hülya Bakın, Cihan Garip and Tibet Sadık Altın, members of Halkevi.

The trail started at Ankara Penal Court No. 15 on 23 September. The court decided to take permission from Keçiören District Governorate to continue the prosecution of Balçık since he was a civil servant, and released Balçık. The court also decided that an official complaint should be launched against the “A Team.” Tension broke out between the people who came to the hearing in the cars of Keçiören Municipality and those from Halkevi and NGOs. The police intervened in the incident. 

Adherents of the MHP attacked with guns and meat cleavers members of the Revolutionary Power Party (SİP) when they were hanging posters that read “No Way to Military Coup and Islamic Law” in Kadıköy District of İstanbul on 7 February. During the attack a member of the SİP named Yusuf Yılmaz was shot in the leg.

In Gaziosmanpaşa quarter of İstanbul, the worker named Serdar Çelik (19), who rejected the demand by MHP adherents to collaborate with them, was beaten in Gaziosmanpaşa Ülkü Ocağı. It was reported that Serdar Çelik had been taken to hospital and he lost sight in one eye, his left arm was broken and his head wounds needed 36 stitches.

Some adherents of the MHP attacked İ. S., who distributed the newspaper Emek in Ağazağa Sanayi quarter of İstanbul and beat him severely.

On 24 April, about 40 adherents of the MHP attacked the students Regayip Yahşi, Emin Yahşi, Önder Ateş, Akif Ateş, Sezer Çelebi, Seyman Soylu, Şahin Kurt and Hüsamettin Aşık, who were playing football in İcadiye town of Dörtyol district of Hatay. They severely beat the students, and then ran away from the spot. HADEP Dörtyol District Organization Chairman Mehmet Yıldızbakan stressed the fact that such attacks by adherents of the MHP were also common in neighboring towns and districts, and the attacks mostly targeted the Kurds in the region.

In İçerenköy, İstanbul, Ferhat Kılıç and Metin Kılıç, members of the EMEP, were attacked by members of the MHP on 4 May. They were wounded with knives and meat cleavers. Ferhat Kılıç stated that they had previously been threatened by members of İçerenköy Ülkü Ocağı “to be careful in their actions,” and the attack was organized by the MHP members named Sinan, Ali and Soner.

In Meydan quarter of Adana, a dispute arose between members of the National Youth’s Foundation (MGV) and residents of the quarter when the residents opposed the hanging of MGV posters on 27 May. During the incident, a person named Murat Peköz was shot and wounded by MGV members; Hüseyin Yaman, Sadettin Ünal and Mehmet Ay were beaten. The police detained MGV members named Yakup Durmaz, İsmail Kirtay and Atilla Kabak.

Hasan Öner, Deputy Headmaster of 100. Yıl Primary School, was beaten and wounded by a group of MHP adherents in Gaziosmanpaşa district of İstanbul on 3 June. The press release by Eğitim-Sen Trade Union condemned the attack.

In Sağlık quarter of Çorlu district of Tekirdağ, a quarrel arose between the inhabitants of the quarter and MHP adherents on 20 June; Sinan Gürel and Gökhan Çivi were wounded by knives. It was reported that the adherents of the MHP had previously attacked Kurds in the quarter, which was mostly inhabited by migrants from Erzincan and Tunceli.

On 7 July, a student named Oğuz (surname unrevealed) was stabbed and wounded by MHP adherents who intruded in the house by breaking the windowpanes in Afyon. The police officers detained the assailants along with the roommates of Oğuz.

In Eyüp, İstanbul, a quarrel broke out between two groups contending dominance in the MHP District Organization on 11 July; the MHP members named Recai Aslan and Mesut Kesim were wounded by shots.

On 26 July, a quarrel arose in İskenderun Bus Station between the workers of Aksu Traveling Company, claimed to be owned by MHP members, and those of Nur Traveling Company, owned by Kurds. Hakan Aslan and İmat Gündüz, working for Nur Traveling company, were wounded. Hakan Aslan and İmat Gündüz, who were detained along with 11 people following the incident, were released by the prosecution office on 27 July. HRA İskenderun Branch executive member Mehmet Ekin said that the followers of the MHP had told the Kurdish workers, employed in the bus station, “You are Kurdish, go to your own home, here is not for you,” and subsequently attacked them. Ekin stated that those who had been involved in the incident had been taken to the Courthouse, but 2 MHP members who had drawn guns to intimidate the Kurdish workers had been released after one-hour detention. He said that the police who had hindered the workers and representatives of the HADEP, who came there to support the workers, and they had detained 13 people after they had left the Courthouse. After these incidents, a minibus of to the Peace Party (BP) was subjected to an armed attack while it was passing in front of the Ülkü Ocakları in Esentepe quarter in the night of 28 July. An employee at the BP, Yoldaş Bıçak (25), was wounded during the attack. At night on the same day, MHP followers stabbed a person named Aşkın Tekin (25) in Orhantepe quarter. The bus with a license plate of 21 AS 403, which was owned by Diyarbakır Sur Traveling Company and which was traveling from Antalya to Diyarbakır, was attacked in Adana Bus Station at around 1.30am on 16 August. About 15 unidentified people attacked against the driver and his assistant with clubs. It was reported that the assailants told the driver and his assistant, “This place belongs to the Turks, go away.”

It was reported that İbrahim Gündüz, who was detained by the police in Bingöl, was beaten and knifed by some followers of the MHP to whom he had been handed over by the police. The incident was reported as follows: İbrahim Gündüz, brother of HADEP Youth Commission Chairman Ali Gündüz, was detained by 4 police officers in Bingöl on 25 July. However, the police subsequently delivered him to some MHP followers, around the post office. Then the MHP followers beat and stabbed him. HADEP Bingöl Provincial Organization Chairman Niyazi Azak lodged an official complaint with the prosecution office against them. After he left the party bureau for the prosecution office, two police officers named Musa and Selami (whose surnames could not be revealed) came and seized a copy of the document concerning his official complaint. The police then raided the house of Gündüz and threatened his relatives. Niyazi Azak stated that MHP followers were in collaboration with the police, who supported them in every respect. He said that a member of the HADEP, Halis Seçer, had formerly been attacked.

Kazım Aktaş and İsmail Çiçek were attacked by some militants of the MHP when they tried to take a worker who was also beaten by MHP adherents, to hospital in İzmir on 4 August. It was reported that Aktaş had 30 stitches on the head due to the blows. The Forensic Institute issued a medical report for Çiçek, certifying his inability to work for 10 days. Aktaş related the incident as follows: “When we were about to get the wounded friend of ours in a vehicle to take him to hospital, a minibus belonging to an MHP militant, Yaşar Tayare, and having the plate number 35 P 8602 stopped just by our vehicle. Six people got out of the minibus and attacked us with iron bars and sticks. They were hitting us particularly on the head.” Aktaş also stated that they had been threatened by Yaşar Tayare during the acts of “One Minute Darkening for Incessant Enlightenment,” and they had informed the police about such deeds of his, but nothing had been done.

A group of people was attacked by some 30 MHP members, while they were hanging the posters of the HADEP, which read “Now It’s Time for Peace,” in Samatya quarter of İstanbul, on 10 August. HADEP member Abdullah Oğuz was taken to hospital.

In Ezine district of Çanakkale, a quarrel broke out due to disagreement concerning business between a gypsy and a MHP member on 4 November. On 11 November, a group of MHP adherent marched toward the city center and beat every gypsy they could catch.

MHP adherents opened fire on Halkevi Culture and Art Foundation Hatay Branch on 13 November. The attack did not result in casualties. It was reported that a group of people who attempted to hang posters of the MHP were stopped by the employees of the Foundation. Then a more crowded group made a demonstration outside the Foundation in the evening. Şehmus Boğatuğrul (30), who carried out the attack, subsequently surrendered to the police. In accordance with the testimony of Boğatuğrul, 8 people, including the Ülkü Ocakları Association Vice Chairman, were detained. All the detainees (Şehmus Boğatuğrul, Özkan Büyük, Mehmet Yılmaz, Osman Ferman, Hasan Kocaman, Ozan Altıncezve, Tahir Saraç and Melih Sezgin), except for Boğatuğrul, were released after a while. Atilla Kılıç, an executive member of the Foundation, related the incident as follows: “They came to hang posters and then departed. In the evening, they came back as a group of some 60 people. One of them, whose name was reported to be Şehmus, said, ‘This house will be a grave for all of you,’ and fired his gun 10-15 times.”
On 11 December, Sabahattin Narin, Aslan Özterin, Raşit (surname unrevealed) and Turan (surname unrevealed), of Kurdish origin, were wounded in an attack by some MHP adherents as they were walking in the bazaar in Dörtyol district of Hatay. They were detained afterwards.

Student incidents

In the quarrels, which arose between students from opposing groups in universities in 1997, numerous students were wounded, but nobody died. In such incidents, intolerance by police officers and other security officials against left-wing students was remarkable. In most cases, police officers and gendarmes did not interfere with right-wing or pro-Islamic students and beat and detained left-wing students even if they were unjustly treated. Such incidents were common in İstanbul and Ankara. Similar incidents were also seen at high schools. Here are some examples of incidents between leftist and rightist students, which mostly resulted in wounding in 1997:

Left-wing students distributing leaflets at İstanbul University were attacked by students adhering the MHP, and one student was severely wounded. The students distributing leaflets at noon hours on 15 January in the building of the Faculty of Economics were stopped by right-wing students. Around 3.30pm, the right-winger assaulted left-winger students they came across in the school garden. In the quarrel, a student named Ufuk Tanbaş, a member of İstanbul University Student Association, was severely wounded by a knife in his heart. It was reported that the right-wing student Kürşat Dökme knifed Tanbaş. After the incident, the police detained 3 left-wing students. 

Right-wing students, who raided the dormitory of Abant Vocational School of İzzet Baysal University in Bolu at about 4am on 19 January, beat students who did not fast. Right-wing students, raiding the school canteen on 18 January, also beat the students who did not fast.

At İstanbul University Faculty of Literature, a group of MHP adherent students attacked left-wing students on 20 February. As a result of the attack, 3 people were wounded, and some people, including right-wingers, were detained. It was reported that a plainclothes police officer fired at the Faculty building 3 times during the incident. Some left-wing students were detained after the incident. Two right-wing persons who attempted to run away were detained by traffic police officers on intervention of the left-wing students. Meanwhile, Cengiz Tapan, a cameraman for the private television channel NTV was threatened by right-wing people.

At İstanbul University, MHP adherent students attacked left-wing students with meat cleavers, knives and sticks bearing nails on 25 February, when the left-wing students held a meeting in the canteen of the Faculty of Literature for the act of “One Minute Darkening for Incessant Enlightening.” In the incident 19 students, 2 reporters and 2 police officers were wounded. After this incident the tension spread to other schools in the campus. The second incident took place at the Faculty of Economy. Here 2 left-wing students were attacked by right-wing students. Another incident broke out at the Faculty of Law and a clash with stones and clubs arose. In the incident at the Faculty of Communication the rights-wing students allegedly used guns. Upon police intervention in the conflict, the right-wing students were taken out of the campus and some of the left-wing students took shelter in the building of the Faculty of Politics and some others in Ortaköy Cultural Center in the vicinity of the campus. The tension relaxed when İstanbul Bar Association Chairman Yücel Sayman intervened. During the incidents Hilmi Yaşa, a cameraman for the right-wing TV channel TGRT, Sadi Sözen, a correspondent for the same, also were confronted by attacks of right-wing students. In the incidents some students were detained and 3 police officers were wounded. In response to the questions by journalist about the incident, İstanbul University Rector Prof. Dr. Bülent Berkarda said, “Do not ask me how the meat cleavers were let in, ask the police. It seems that they turned a blind eye on it.”

At Ankara Vocational School of Hacettepe University, 13 people were wounded and 10 leftist students were detained as a result of the attack by right-wing students against leftist ones on 13 March.

A quarrel broke out between right-wing and left-wing students at the Faculty of Sciences and Literature of İstanbul University on 25 March; and 4 right-wing students were wounded. In the quarrel between right-wing and left-wing students at the Middle East Technical University on 11 March, 3 students were wounded.

At the Faculty of Sciences and Literature of Mimar Sinan University, the dispute which arose between left-wing students and pro-Islamic students and MHP adherent students in connection with the hanging of a poster turned into a fight on 13 May. 2 pro-Islamic and 2 left-wing students were wounded. The police intervened in the fight, and detained 6 left-wing students. Later on, a group of 70-80 MHP adherents attacked with stones and clubs left-wing students when they were leaving the school. Two students were slightly wounded in the fight. The detained students were released later on.

On 22 May, MHP adherent students attacked left-wing students at İstanbul University; 10 students (2 by shooting) and 3 journalists were wounded. The police opened fire in the air in order to disperse the students. On 23 May, a clash broke out between the police officers and the students who wanted to protest the incident; 20 students were wounded and 150 students were detained. On 22 May, 5 of the left-wing students who were attacked by right-wing students at the Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences of Gazi University in Ankara were detained.

Students of Hacettepe University Ankara Vocational School in Beşevler quarter of Ankara encountered an attack by MHP adherents on 28 May. The incident began when a crowd of people, who paid a visit to the grave of former MHP Chairman Alpaslan Türkeş, came to the campus and attacked left-wing students. The MHP adherents surrounded the school building, and stoned the building for a long time. The students, who were besieged in the school, erected barricades, and prevented the MHP adherents from entering. The students were later taken out of the campus in police buses. A staff member of the school and 7 students were wounded during the incident. None of the MHP adherents were detained. In Denizli, the police intervened in a demonstration held by students of Pamukkale University in protest at the attacks by MHP adherents in İstanbul and Ankara and of Turkey’s military operation in Northern Iraq. The police reportedly detained about 50 students. Meanwhile, a student at Ankara University Education Faculty, Uygar Ok, who was staying in Ankara Başkent Student Dormitory, encountered an attack by MHP adherents in the night of 28 May. It was reported that Ok was beaten severely.

A fight arose at Ankara University Faculty of Language and History, Geography when a group of right-wing students attacked left-wing students on 2 June. The fight was stopped by the police without getting serious. Meanwhile, a right-wing student was detained when a knife was found on him.

Erhan Avşar, a student at Çanakkale Vocational School, was beaten and wounded by about 15 MHP adherents on 4 June. Fourteen left-wing students from Çanakkale 18 March University were detained. The police officers attacked the students who made a press statement on 11 June in connection with the tension at the University, and detained 9 students. The students were released the next day.

Mustafa Coşkun, a student at Kırşehir Vocational School, was beaten by right-wing students on 5 June. The attack on Mustafa Coşkun, who was given a medical report certifying his inability to work for 7 days, was reportedly carried out by Gökhan Silsüpüroğlu and Ramazan and Korhan (surnames not known).

On 10 June, MHP-adherent students attacked left-wing students in Göztepe Campus of Marmara University. In the subsequent incident, 7 people were wounded and 122 students were detained. When MHP adherent students occupied the Central Canteen, the left-wing students gathered in Atatürk Education Faculty. They erected barricades at the school in order to prevent the MHP adherents from entering. However, the MHP adherents and plainclothes police officers broke down the doors, entered Atatürk Education Faculty and attacked the students with clubs and knives. Later, the police officers from Anti-Riot Squad threw smoke bombs, entered the school and detained 122 left-wing students under beatings. During the incident, Kudbettin Gürel (severely), Engin Yüce, Mustafa Hayta, Yasemin Ballı, Yusuf Uğurlu, Ümit Arısoy and Savaş Yıldırım (severely) were wounded. A trial was launched at Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 2 against Mustafa Nedim Duman, Filiz Yeşilyurt, Hakkı Uslu, Özgür Baş, Önder Bayrakçı, Suna İlhan and Savaş Yıldırım, the left-wing students who were attacked. In the trial, a prison term between 5 years and 8 years was sought for the students on charges of “restricting the freedom of education.”

At the Faculty of Law of Marmara University, MHP adherents attacked left-wing students on 26 June. During the incident, 1 student was wounded. The police detained 2 left-wing students. 

A student at Ankara University Faculty of Law, Erdoğan Çelik, who stayed at Balgat Student Dormitory, was brutally beaten by MHP adherents who raided his room in the night of 28 June. Some 20 people who took him out of the room under beating at about 3am threw him down from the wall of the dormitory’s courtyard. He was found in the morning by some officials in charge at the dormitory and taken to hospital. It was reported that his nasal bone was broken and he had difficulty in breathing. In the meantime, disciplinary punishment was given to 20 students at Zonguldak Karaelmas University on the grounds that “they held a demonstration.” The students could not attend their lessons for 3 weeks.

Two students named İsmail Aldı and Ali Sert Mutluoğlu were wounded by followers of the MHP, who attacked with knives and sticks a group of left-wing students in the Educational Faculty of Ankara University on 13 October. Three students were wounded slightly.

Emre Tandoğan, a student at Gazi University, Ankara, said that he had been beaten and threatened by 7 or 8 followers of the MHP on 3 November. In the press conference he held at EMEP Ankara Provincial Organization on 5 November, he said that the group of MHP followers had forcibly taken him to the toilet while he wanted some students to sign a petition in connection with a campaign against the Supreme Board of Education (YÖK). He stated that the MHP followers had beaten him there for about 45 minutes, cut his hair and beard, and threatened him to cut his penis while hitting his head on the lavatories.

Public demonstrations were held in the universities on the occasion of the anniversary of the YÖK (6 November). MHP followers attacked left-wing students at the Language, History and Geography Faculty of Ankara University before they made a press statement. Two of the students who were severely wounded were taken to hospital. The police forcibly barred the students at Dicle University, Diyarbakır, from making a press statement, and detained 4 students. For this reason the students made the press statement in HADEP Diyarbakır Office. Ten students were wounded at Kocaeli University by MHP followers. The police officers and special security forces of the university intervened in the quarrel and detained 123 students, most of whom were left-wing. Following the attack, the students who gathered at CHP Provincial Organization made a press statement. The students declared that the police officers who were to keep guard at the back door of the school retreated before the attack. 9 students were detained, when they left the CHP Provincial Organization following the press release. On 11 November, left-wing students were attacked by MHP adherents at Gazi University Technical Education Faculty, and 8 left-wing students were wounded.

Followers of the MHP beat ender Mete, a student at Ankara University, in the night of 12 November, in Atatürk Dormitory. Mete said that some MHP followers had come to the library at about 11.45pm while he was studying, and had taken him to his room. He stated that they had searched his room, and started beating him with iron sticks. He said that he had been beaten for about 4 hours, and threatened with death for leaving the dormitory. He added that they had seized his belongings. Mete stated that he had complained to the administration of the dormitory about the incident, however, they had not paid attention to his words. He said that those who had beaten him were not staying in the dormitory.

On 12 November, a dispute arose between two opposing groups in front of the building of Uludağ University Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences in Bursa. Then a fight began and the students Mehmet Yılmaz and Hulusi Çolak were injured slightly. The police officers detained 6 students. Onur Karabacak, a student at Uludağ University, was attacked by some 15 MHP followers when he came out of the library of the university on 14 November. Karabacak was severely beaten and hospitalized.

On 14 November, Eyüp Avcı (23), a student at Gazi University, was subjected to an attack by an armed group in the vicinity of the university. Avcı was wounded slightly to his hand and arm. Reportedly Eyüp Avcı was a follower of the MHP, and participated in many attacks against leftist students. The leftist students at Süleyman Demirel University were attacked by some MHP militants. During the debate on the attack, a leftist student (name unknown) was stabbed, and 5 students were wounded. The MHP adherents attacked students who wanted to make a press statement in front of the İstanbul University Faculty of Literature in connection with the incident. Following the incident, the police detained some 10 left-wing students. They were released after a while.

On 15 November, Barış Ateş, a student at İstanbul University Faculty of Literature, was stabbed by some MHP adherents in front of Atatürk Dormitory. With a view to protesting the attack on Barış Ateş, some 80 left-wing students held a forum in the courtyard of the faculty on 17 November. About 25 right-wing students tried to prevent them. Upon this, a clash broke out between the two groups with stones and clubs. The left-wing students drove the other group out of the faculty. However, when they returned, the police officers from the Riot Squad did not allow them in and detained 14 left-wing students. When the police prevented entries and exits, the students who organized the forum also could not leave for a while. Upon this, Faculty Dean Prof. Süha Güney went to the door and ensured that the students could leave. In the meantime, 2 students who claimed that MHP adherents had threatened them with knives applied to Eminönü Police HQ in order to file an official complaint.

In İstanbul University, some MHP followers attacked leftist students on 19 November. The first quarrel took place at the Faculty of Literature where the MHP followers attacked the leftist students with stones, clubs, iron sticks, meat cleavers and knifes. In the quarrel a police officer, Bahadır Sakin, and some students were wounded. A student, Kemal Sarısözen, who was severely wounded, had a surgical operation. It was claimed that a rightist militant named Ömer Faruk Güven hit him. After the first clash, MHP followers attacked students in the yard of the faculty, and injured 11 students. The police being late in intervening in the quarrel detained some 30 students. After a while some 100 MHP followers attacked leftist students getting out of school. In the quarrel and the following turmoil, which went on out of the university, a police officer named Mehmet Eroğlu, Show TV cameraman Bayram Ali Yalgı, and National Press Agency cameraman Tuncay Subaşı, and 4 students including 2 MHP followers were wounded. At that time Sefer Darıcı, a reporter for the newspaper Akşam, had a heart attack. The MHP followers who were wounded during the quarrel were taken to hospital by police vehicles. A student, Yavuz Gönençar, was stabbed by some MHP followers in front of the school. The names of some other students who were wounded in the quarrel are as follows: İrem (Didem) Tanyeli, Özgür Güvenç, Cevahir Demirdöven, Ejder Volkan, Ceyhan Günel, Ömer Özkardeş, Emine Koç, Özgür Yurtsever, Sıdıka Yeşilçürük and Halil Alban. In Marmara University, 2 students were wounded by MHP followers. The police detained 10 students. On 20 November, the police hindered the students when they wanted to lodge an official complaint in connection with the incidents. The police officers stopped them near the courthouse and detained them under beatings. In the statement made by İstanbul Governorate, the attacks by the MHP adherents were not mentioned and it was stated that 2 revolvers, 4 knives and iron sticks were seized, without mentioning the owners. However, it was learnt that the revolvers were seized in the houses of the right-wing students named Ömer Faruk Öz and Abdullah Sezgin.

Two leftist students, Cengiz Sazlı and Nermin Beyazıt, were wounded in a quarrel between leftist and rightist students at Mimar Sinan University on 21 November. On the same day in Sıvas Cumhuriyet University, 3 students, Murat Gel, Osman Şeker and Ergün Aslanbulut were wounded by MHP followers.

Two students were wounded by some followers of the MHP, who attacked the dormitory of Mediterranean University in Antalya, in the night of 23 November. A group of right-wing people attacked students in the Campus of Sıvas Cumhuriyet University on the same day. The police intervening in the quarrel detained 42 students. The detainees were released on 25 November.

The increasing attacks by MHP adherents in universities were protested by demonstrations held in certain cities on 25 November. No incident took place during the demonstrations. However, Kemal Şahan and Celal Soner Şahin, executive members of the EMEP Adana Provincial Organization, who went to Çukurova University, Adana, to support the demonstrators, were forced by the police to leave the campus.

A group of MHP adherents attacked some leftist students with clubs and knives at Ağrı Education Faculty, Atatürk University, on 25 November. The police intervened in the struggle and detained some 30 students. Two of the detainees, who were stabbed during the struggle, were taken to hospital. After the incident the police raided houses of students and dormitories and detained some 100 students. In Diyarbakır, the police raided the houses of students, and detained some of them including Faraç Sevilgen, a distributor of the newspaper Gündem. On the same day, the police raided the dormitory of female students at Harran University, Urfa, and detained 10 students on the grounds of “keeping food in the dormitory.” In İstanbul, the police detained under beating some 20 students, who attempted to make a press statement at Beyazıt Square.

As a result of the attacks by MHP adherent students with meat cleavers at Gazi University Education Faculty on 12 December, Nur Gökbulut, a lecturer at the Department of Painting, who tried to prevent the attack on Mahir Engin Çelik and Muzaffer Gündem, was wounded. About 100 students were dispersed by the police by force when they assembled at the Department of Painting.

Caner Tekgül (17), a student at Malatya Gazi High School, was stabbed and wounded severely on 10 January. Tekgül’s mother Sabahat Tekgül said that her son had been stabbed by a student named Şevket, known to be a MHP adherent. 

Some 20 MHP adherents attacked Gökhan Canan, a student at Gebze (Sakarya) Sarkuysan High School, on 16 May. Gökhan Canan was hospitalized. He reportedly suffered from bruises on his body.

At İskenderun Cumhuriyet High School, the right-wing students attacked left-wing students with knives. Although the victims informed Headmaster Bülent Öz of the incident and demanded that the assailants be apprehended, the police officers detained 13 students who encountered the attack. While 9 of the detainees were released on the spot, İrfan Yapıcı, Ali Kul, Yusuf Küçük and Erdenir Kaplan were kept in detention for 4 hours. 

On 14 November, Kenan Yıldız, a student at Ertuğrul Gazi High School, İstanbul, was knifed on the hip by Soner Özcan, another student at the same school who demanded money from him.

In three fights between two opposing groups at Çağrıbey High School in 100. Yıl quarter of Adana in November 7 students were wounded.

�	The figures in this table consist of the cases determined by the HRFT. People who were found dead or alive short or long after they went missing are not included in the figure on disappearances. Besides, 9 people, who had disappeared between 1980 and 1989, are still missing.


�  Generally, the SSCs convict alleged members of the PKK (and other violent Kurdish organizations) under Article 125 of the Turkish Penal Code and alleged members of violent leftist organizations under Article 146/1 of the TPC.


�  During the raid, the police killed Mustafa Selçuk, Şirin Erol and Seyhan Ayyıldız. See Turkey Human Rights Foundation Report 1995, pp. 189-190


�  Gülderen Baran had become paralyzed due to torture inflicted on her in detention.


�  The relatives of the taxi driver attacked Birol Aslan and M. G. in the hearing held on 14 April.


�  According to a document disclosed on a TV channel (ATV) on 13 December 1996, the then Deputy Chief of Police, Şükrü Balker stated in his communication dated 7 March 1978: “On 8 March, ultra-nationalist students will attack leftist students in the Faculty of Law. If the leftist students continue to attend the faculty, dynamite will be thrown on them in 8-10 days. It is reported that the leader of the assailants is Özgün Koç, and they gather in Platin Teahouse in Beyazıt Square. Necessary precautions should be taken at once.” In the meantime, the police officer named Yahya Gergin said in the court: “Following the bombing and firing, our friends attempted to run after the attacker, but superintendent Reşat (İstanbul Deputy Chief of Police Reşat Altay in 1996) told them not to run.”


�  In the same trial, sentences up to 5 years in prison were sought for Hüseyin Bayraktar, Mehmet Taşçı, Enver Yılmaz, Uğur Güloğlu, Atilla Uğur Zincir and Fevzi Bider for “aiding Deliktaş.”


� With the law, which the opposition parties described as “covert civil martial law,” the Law on Provincial Administration, the Anti-Terror Law, the Law on Victuals from Soldier Kitchen, the Law on Firearms and Knives and Law on ID Informing were amended. The draft bill was in a sense a preparation for the lifting of the state of emergency; while it was discussed in Parliament, “the authority by the security forces (to open fire directly and without hesitation) in operations against the terror organizations” was extended to include all of Turkey. In the draft bill, this authority had been restricted to the State of Emergency. The principle of “stop warnings,” “opening fire into the air to warn,” “opening fire to leg” and “opening fire without seeking a target” during security operations was removed and the security forces were authorized to open fire directly on those who disobeyed the call “to surrender.” The law empowered the governors with the authority to launched cross-border operations. It is possible to conduct cross-border operations upon the demand by the governor and the permission by the government and the neighboring country. The law provided an amnesty for village guards, found to possess arms without permission.


�  The people killed during the incidents in Gazi quarter and Ümraniye in İstanbul are included in this figure.


� He is under prosecution at İstanbul SSC in the Susurluk trial without arrest. 


� He was appointed Tokat Chief of Police in 1997. It was claimed that Reşat Altay had stopped the police officers who were chasing the assailants during the massacre in front of İstanbul University on 16 March 1978.


� Sinan Kukul, Arif Öngel, Satı Taş, Eda Yüksel, Sabahat Karataş, Ahmet Fazıl Ercüment, Ayşe Nil Ergen, Şadan Öngel, Ayşe Gülen, Taşkın Usta and Hüseyin Kılıç had been killed in the raids against 4 houses in the Anatolian part of İstanbul on 16 and 17 April 1992. In the autopsy report for Karataş and her friends, it was stated that 58 bullet wounds were observed on the corpse of Eda Yüksel, 45 on Taşkın Usta, and 40 on Sabahat Karataş. 


� Lawyer Polat Sabuncu, the District Organization Chairman of Social Democrat People’s Party (SODEP), who informed the Parliament of the torture incidents in Şebinkarahisar district of Giresun in 1985, and Yeles Polat, who published the incidents in Yeni Şebinkarahisar newspaper, were forced to eat newspaper at Giresun Police HQ. Upon great reverberations of the incident, a trial was opened against 10 police officers in the same year. The trial ended in 1993 and the police officers were sentenced to various imprisonment terms; however, due to the long period of prosecution, the case file was subjected to “time-lapse” and the police officer did not serve any prison term in spite of their crimes of torture. Hüseyin İmamoğlu was the first judge in the trial of torture opened at Giresun Criminal Court in 1985. In the first hearing, when the prosecutor approved several demands by the intervening parties, İmamoğlu had said, “Don’t make nuisance.” In the second hearing, he had rebuked Polat Sabuncu saying “All these are hatched out in your head.” İmamoğlu withdrew from the trial after the first two hearings.


� In the communication sent by Diyarbakır Police HQ to press members on 18 December, it was stated that only the photos and images by the press office of the police headquarter would be disseminated to the press in connection with the incident.


� The village guards from Sefa tribe in Kunkütük village, had raided the neighboring village, Akçay, and abducted a girl named Mılkiye Vural in 1992. In the same year, the shepherd Nuri Vural, a brother of Vural, had been kidnapped and found dead in the vicinity of the village, and the relatives of Vural had held the Sefa tribe responsible. Upon pressures by the Sefa tribe, the villagers in Akçay also became village guards.


� On 27 July 1993, members of the Parliamentary Commission to Investigate Murders by Unknown Assailants were given a briefing at Batman Police HQ. In the briefing, Öztürk Şimşek, former Batman Chief of Police, asserted that soldiers had been active in Hezbollah camps in Sekü, Gönüllü and Çiçekli villages in Gercüş, providing members of the organization with political and military training. The Deputy Governor confirmed the claim. The Gendarmerie General HQ sent a letter to the Commission on 22 December 1993, asserting that the claims were baseless, that the Hezbollah had no camps and had not been active in the region.


� Fidan Güngör and her friend Sabahattin Talayhan were kidnapped by people in civilian clothes on 11 October 1994 after leaving their houses. In April 1995, 8 people were detained in İstanbul on charges of “being members of the İlim wing of Hezbollah.” In the statement made by the police headquarters, it was stated that those detained had kidnapped Fidan Güngör, and killed Sabahattin Talayhan and buried in a wooded area in the vicinity of Servetiye village of Bahçecik town of Kocaeli. The corpse of Sabahattin Talayhan could not be found. Of the detainees, Murat Filiz, Metin Demir, Hüseyin Yalçın and Eşref Akın were arrested. A Hezbollah member named Burhan Aslan, who was arrested in July 1997, admitted that Sabahattin Talayhan had been killed.


� It was reported that Mehmet Ali Altındağ had filed an official complaint against Hüseyin Değer, Abdurrahman Balatangöz and İsmail Ölmez on the ground that “they had demanded money from him in the name of the PKK” in 1990, and that Değer, Balatangöz and Ölmez had been arrested and put in prison for this reason, but released after a short while. Abdurrahman Balatangöz was killed in a fire opened from a minibus in Van on 19 September 1993.


� Yolaç village, which Hezbollah had to leave following the clashes, is very important for the organization. In the village, there is a cemetery called “Şehitlik” (Martyrdom). Here Hezbollah militants killed elsewhere in Turkey are buried. It was decorated with green flags and banners of Hezbollah. Nobody except the militants would be allowed to enter the village at the time, when Hezbollah dominated it.


� After investigations of the delegation, Tekevler headman Bahattin Aslan and Kel Hasan headman Fahrettin Gürgen were detained. The headmen were released afterwards. Besides, villagers İzzettin Akdemir, Naci Onar, Ebedin Arslan and İsmet Arslan, who declared that they had been forced to walk around on mined land, were detained in the raid carried out on the villages. Two of the villagers, Ebedin Arslan and Naci Onar, were remanded by the court on the ground that “they aided the PKK.” Arslan and Onar were among the villagers who testified to the Sub-commission. In March, the tape records of the Sub-commission in relation with the investigation were announced to have been “lost.”


� These figures do not include the soldiers, police officers village guards and the PKK militants who died in mine explosions. This section contains only the facts in which the civilians who are not party of the clashes were victims. It is expected that the number of the security officials or the militants who died of mine explosion is much larger.


� The murders committed by armed people who were members of paramilitary or legal right-wing organizations and those for which there were questions whether the victims were armed or not, are not included in the list.


� In the hearing held on 7 October, Efe Erdem, a reporter for the daily Milliyet, Hülya Köylü, a reporter for the daily Yeni Yüzyıl and Kürşat Özdemir, a cameraman for Inter-Star TV were wounded as a result of the attack by MHP adherents. Following the hearing held on 25 November, some MHP followers shouted the slogan, “Terrorist Bar Association.” İstanbul Bar Association Chairman Yücel Sayman, who watched the hearing, demanded intervention in the incident. The police ousted the MHP followers from the court hall. Sayman said: “This insult against lawyers and the bar association is also against the judiciary.” Following the hearing held on 20 January 1998, the lawyers of the defendants and journalists were attacked by some 50-60 MHP adherents as they were leaving the building. During the incident, Hülya Topçu, a reporter for the daily Cumhuriyet, fell down and was kicked. The flash of Faruk Arhan, a reporter for the daily Gündem, was broken. Lawyer Muharrem Çöpür was wounded to the leg.


� A bomb was which was planted in Opera Pastry House in Taksim Square, İstanbul, exploded at around 7.15pm on 30 December 1994. Yasemin Cebenoyan died and writer Onat Kutlar was wounded. Onat Kutlar died on 11 January 1995. In April 1995, İstanbul Police HQ declared “the PKK militants who planted the bomb in the pastry house were apprehended.” Certain journals affiliated to the radical Islamic organization İBDA-C, it was noted that “the statement was not true” and it was insistently claimed, “the İBDA-C assumed responsibility for the bombing.”
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