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8. FREEDOM OF THOUGHT

The rights (
) covered under the title of “freedom of thought” were either hindered or not effectively protected by the state bodies in 1997. Persons and the organizations incongruous with arguments and practices determined as the “state policy” by political and bureaucratic authorities were arbitrarily detained or imprisoned after unfair trials; their activities could be prohibited. Dissident publications were prohibited and subjected to illegal pressure. As in 1996, one of the most significant characteristics of 1997 was the remarkable increase in the violations of the rights covered under the title of freedom of expression, contrary to the relative decrease (when compared with the period of 1992-1994) in the violations of the right to life. Lots of people, particularly human rights advocates and executives of dissident non-governmental organizations were put on trial and sentenced to imprisonment due to opinions they disclosed in the past. Particularly in the State of Emergency Region, numerous non-governmental organizations were closed down without a jurisdictional verdict, and every kind of meetings and demonstrations (including also artistic activities) were prohibited. The Governor of the State of Emergency Region “exiled” lots of people from the region due to “inconvenient opinions”. The exile practices (disciplinary transfers) were also experienced in other regions against state employees (especially executives of trade unions and those who participated in activities of dissident organizations). 

In 1997, 85 people put on trial under Article 159 of the Turkish Penal Code on “insulting state authorities” were acquitted and 57 persons were convicted; 67 people prosecuted under Article 312 on “inciting people to enmity on linguistic, religious and racial bases” were acquitted and 550 persons were convicted. The trials opened against 84 people under Article 155 of the Turkish Penal Code on charges of “alienating people from the military service” were not concluded (according to the data provided by the General Directorate of Forensic Registers and Statistics). 607 persons prosecuted with the claim of committing both crimes (Article 159 and 312 of the Turkish Penal Code), which are considered as “terror-motivated propaganda crimes”, were convicted. Another remarkable development in 1997 was the gradual evaluation of “propaganda crimes” within the scope of Article 169 on “aiding illegal organizations” and Article 168 on “membership to illegal organizations.” These articles were applied especially to journalists working for certain press bodies, readers of those publications, and to hundreds of students who participated in various meetings and demonstrations.

While there were no amendments to provisions, which prohibit the freedom of thought, the National Security Council (NSC) and other state organs continued to complain about shortages of the present prohibitions. The state organs developed various administrative, financial and detective measures along with the legal arrangements against people and groups who convey incongruous ideas with “state policies”. While the prohibitions gained a new dimension in the period of the coalition of the Welfare Party (RP) and the True Path Party (DYP), the RP and organization and persons affiliated with the RP were influenced by these prohibitions after the fall of the relevant coalition within the second half of 1997. In addition to these, the General Staff Chief Office and some SSC prosecutors developed some kind of recommendations similar to those adopted within the “Law to Fight Terrorism” (LFT) against parties advocating Islamic opinions.

Modification of the legal frame developed during military administration of 1980 and successive eras towards maintenance of the freedom of thought was not on the agenda of the legislative organ in 1997. In the “Human Rights Report” published by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in July the need of change was expressed, but it was stated that the General Staff Chief Office was against the required modifications. The Human Rights Supreme Board, which started to operate actively within the period of the coalition of the ANAP, DSP and DTP, worked merely on the reduction of penalties of “prisoners of thought.” The “Preliminary Draft” on reform of the Turkish Penal Code (TPC), which was on agenda in the same period, stipulated harmony of the codes with international standards in the field of the freedom of thought, For some articles the increase or reduction of penalties hindering freedom of thought were under discussion.

a) Legal Provisions

The main legal provisions which form an obstacle to the freedom of thought in Turkey are Articles 155, 159, 311, and 312 of the Turkish Penal Code, and Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the Law to Fight Terrorism, along with the Law on the Protection of Atatürk numbered 5816, the Law on the Press and the Law on the Radio and Television Supreme Board (RTÜK). As for the Law on Provincial Administration, the Martial Law and the State of Emergency Law, they empower the military and administrative authorities to take prohibitive measures without the judicial judgment under certain circumstances.

The Law on the Press holds the editor-in-chief and owner of the publication or publishing house responsible along with the author of the article subject to the accusation for crimes committed through the press; thus more than one person are penalized for the same crime. Moreover, courts may decide on confiscation of publications that include elements incongruous with the “national security and general ethics.” Article 162 of the TPC provides: “Transmission of publications, which are considered as illegal under law, is an offence on its own.” According to this article, “an additional statement that the contents of this publication are not shared or these publications are transmitted with reservation does not exempt from liabilities.” In the Preliminary Draft of 1997 this provision read: “Those who transmit publications considered illegal according to the law through any means are to be punished like the publisher. A statement that the contents of this publication are not shared or these publications are transmitted with reservation does not exempt from relevant liabilities” (Article 290). As a consequence, those who quote for criticizing, discussing or informing the public can be penalized. However, a sentence could be issued to those accused of “terror-motivated propaganda” by the SSC prosecutor on the grounds that they are directly the source of the quotations they made.

The Turkish Penal Code defines the crime of “openly insulting and deriding Turkism, the Grand National Assembly, the spiritual personality of the Government, the Ministries, the military or security forces of the state, or the spiritual personality of Justice.” Those who commit this crime are sentenced to 1 to 6 years in prison (TPC 159). This provision threatened the freedom of thought in Turkey where the border between criticism and insult is set arbitrarily. Particularly criticisms of human rights violations, the Turkish Armed Forces and the NSC in public life in Turkey are considered as such a crime. In the Preliminary Draft of 1997, the expression of “Turkish Nation” was changed to the expression “Turkism.”

The TPC provides that those who write articles that may “jeopardize national security” or “alienate the public from military service” should be sentenced to 2 months to 2 years in prison (TPC 155). These provisions allow criticism to be considered as a crime and they can be interpreted and construed so broadly that they lead to arbitrary applications. The crime of alienating the public from the military service was formulated in the Preliminary Draft of 1997 as follows: “A prison term of six months up to two years is given to those who incite and inspire the public so as to alienate them from the military service. In case that the action is committed by means of the press and media, the prison sentence is increased by its half” (Article 377).

Particularly after the amendment of Article 8 of the LFT in 1995, one of the articles, which were intensely applied to “criminals of thought”, was Article 312 of the TPC. This Article very broadly defines that “The person who publicly praises an action considered a crime under the law, or who incites the public to disobedience to the laws” is sentenced to imprisonment of six months up to two years. Additionally, “The person who incites people to enmity through class, racial, religious, sect, or regional differences” is sentenced to imprisonment of 1 to 3 years. In case that this is evaluated as endangering “public security,” the penalty may be increased by one third to half of it. If this crime is committed by means of the press and media, the prison term is doubled. In Article 289 of the Preliminary Draft of the TPC, while the definition and the prison term of the crime of “praising the offence and provocation to disobedience” was persevered, it was stipulated that “the one who openly provokes the people to hostility or malice on the basis of discrimination of social class, race, religion, sect, or regional differences so that the public order is jeopardized” is sentenced to 1 to 5 years in prison.

The LFT defines the crime of “written or oral propaganda in meetings, demonstrations and marches in order to destroy the indivisible integrity of the State of Republic of Turkey with its country and its nation.” Those who commit this crime are sentenced to heavy imprisonment for 1 to 3 years and fined heavily (LFT Article 8). As in the case of dissident opinions related with the Kurdish problem, this article is applied for those who express opinions and information incongruous with the scope of the “national security” policy. Owners of publications confiscated under this provision are to be sentenced with heavy fines and the editor-in-chiefs be sentenced to 6 months to 2 years in prison along with fines. In the Preliminary Draft of 1997, this crime was defined as follows: “The one who attempts to put the whole territory or some parts of the state under another state’s sovereignty, or to break the unity of the state, or to separate some parts of the territory of the country from the state administration, or to decrease the independence of the state is to be sentenced to heavy life sentence. The one who makes propaganda for the crime stated in the first paragraph is sentenced to imprisonment of three to five years (Article 356).

It was observed that journalists could be accused of “forming armed gangs against the security of the state,” defined as a “terror crime” and of being executives or members of such organizations (TPC 168/1 and 168/2). It was also observed that those working for some legal newspapers and magazines, which the security authorities defined as “illegal terrorist publications”, were accused of being executive or members of “armed gangs” without any other tangible evidence. They were convicted after lawsuits prepared by the police.

Members of the press and media could also be accused of “aiding armed gangs” (TPC 169), considered “terror-intended crimes” on the grounds that they facilitated activities of illegal organizations with the news they promulgated via these press and media organs. Accusations and convictions could be based merely on the files prepared by the police.

In Article 7 of the LFT, it is provided that “the ones who aid organization members and make propaganda for the organization” be sentenced to imprisonment of one year to five years and fined heavily in addition to the penalty for their actions, which are considered as crimes (LFT 7/2). The expression of every kind of opinions and information, which are regarded by the security authorities as “in favor of terrorist organizations”, are penalized in accordance with this article.

The crime of “publication and promulgation of the announcements and statements by terrorist organizations” hinders the opportunity to receive information about the organizations, which are defined by the authorities as “terrorist organizations”. Journalists and owners of press and media organs along with the editor-in-chiefs, who assume that this kind of information is of public interest, can be put on trial and penalized (LFT 6/2). The crime of “expressing and promulgating that some terrorist crimes are to be committed against certain people or expressing and publishing the identities of civil servants on duty for the fight with terror; or showing some persons as targets” is defined and heavy fines are provided for those who commit this crime (LFT 6/1). This provision is also applied to journalists who publish the names of police officers tried as suspects of torture and extra-judicial executions.

Martial Law furnishes commanders with the authority of “censuring, recording, ceasing any kind of communication by means of telephone calls, wireless telegraph, radio and television” in case that the martial law is declared (Article 1402 3-b). Furthermore, they also have the authority to “control every kind of communication made through words, writing, drawings, films and voice records and via promulgation and telecommunication by letters and telegraphs; prohibiting or censuring the publication, promulgation, distribution, stocking or transmission of newspapers, magazines, books, and other kind of publications, and prohibiting or censuring their transportation to the martial law regions; confiscating all publication and communication means such as books, magazines, newspapers, brochures, posters, announcements, placards, tapes, the publication, promulgation, and distribution of which are prohibited by the martial law commanders; closing publishing houses, printing offices and recording houses that produce such publication and tapes, taking the required proper measures for the eradication of those which are not considered convenient to be returned to owners by martial law commanders; assigning the new newspapers and magazines to get authorization for publication” (Article 1402 3-c).

The State of Emergency Law entitles the Governor of the State of Emergency Regions with the authority of “prohibiting or assigning authorization to the publication, reproduction, promulgation and distribution of magazines, newspapers, brochures, books, hand and wall posters and similar placards, and also prohibiting or assigning authorization to transportation and distribution of these kinds of publications published or reproduced outside the territory of the state of emergency into the state of emergency; confiscating books, magazines, newspapers, brochures, posters and similar printed matters which are prohibited” (Article 2935 11-e). Furthermore, they reserve the power to “audit, record when needed, or prohibit every kind of publication made by means of words, written forms, drawings, films, discs, voice and visual records”. It was observed that these authorities and powers were frequently used.

Within the legislation on the State of Emergency, the authority to “prohibit or assign to authorization of the publication, reproduction, promulgation and distribution of every kind of printed works such as books, magazines, newspapers, brochures, posters, and the similar printed matters that will lead to severe corruption of public order within the region or arouse the anxiety of the people of the region and shall constitute an obstacle for the execution of the duties of security forces through faulty reflection of the activities in the region or broadcasts of unreal news and publications; prohibit or assign to authorization of the transportation of those published outside the territory of the State of Emergency Region into the territories of the State of Emergency Region” is defined and this authority is granted to the Governor of the State of Emergency Region or the Provincial Governor of the State of Emergency Region (Decree with the Force of Law 430 (
) §1/a). In accordance with this arrangement, if these measures are considered to “fall short and are ineffective,” upon recommendation by the Governor of the State of Emergency, the Minister of Interior Affairs “forwards written notifications to the owners and/or the editor-in-chiefs to the effect of eradication of them regardless of their publication within or outside the territories of the region; s/he can prohibit their reproduction, promulgation and distribution periodically or indefinitely.” With a supplementary measure, the Minister of Interior Affairs is entitled with the power to close down the printing houses that publish such publications for a period of ten days, and in case of its recurrence, s/he can close it for a period of one month.

There are restrictive provisions that limit the freedom of communication and the right to be informed via radio and television broadcasts. The duties of the TRT (Turkish Radio and Television) concerning national broadcast have been defined as follows: “To contribute to the 1. firm establishment of the principles and the revolutions of Atatürk, realization of the national objectives for attaining the level of contemporary civilization for the Republic of Turkey; 2. protection and development of the democratic, secular and social state ruled by law, which is respectful to human rights and depends on Atatürk’s nationalism with a vision of national solidarity, peace of society and justice based on the indivisible integrity of the country and the nation with the existence and independence of the State; 3. development of national education and national culture; 4. protection of the national security policy and national and economic interests of the State; 5. formation of the public opinion freely and vigorously within the direction of the principles of the Constitution” (Article 2954, 9-e).

The arrangement on “prevention of publications in accordance with national security” has been established as follows: “The Prime Minister or a minister assigned by the prime minister is furnished with the authority to prevent the promulgation of news or publications in certain cases where the national security openly requires to do so. It is essential that the decision of prevention be in written form. However, in case of emergencies, the decision can be forwarded orally. In such cases, it is stipulated that the decision related on prevention be repeated in written form as soon as possible. In case that the promulgation of publications and broadcast other than by the TRT are prohibited, the decision is notified to the competent authorities within twenty four hours after having been taken by the General Directorate” (2954, Article 23). This arrangement is included within the scope of the Law on Turkish Radio and Television. Article 22 of the Regulations on the Principles and Procedures of the Radio and Television Broadcast reads: “Providing that the verdicts are reserved, the promulgation cannot be supervised and stopped beforehand. Nevertheless, the Prime Minister or a minister commissioned by him/her is entitled to stop and prevent the promulgation in cases where national security requires this or there pertains a possible threat for the corruption of the public order.” For instance, the news and the images related to the hunger strikes in prisons were prohibited in 1996.

The Law on Establishment and Broadcast of Radios and Televisions (1994) also contains restrictive provisions, which hinder the freedom of expression, communication and being informed. For example, radio and television institutions are obliged not to be incongruous with “a) the existence and independence of the Republic of Turkey, and the indivisible integrity of the State with its country and its nation, b) the national and moral values of the society, c) the fundamentals which are within the scope of the General Principles of the Constitution, democratic councils and individual rights, d) general morals, peace of society, and the Turkish family structure, e) the freedom of expression, and principle of pluralism in communication, publication and the broadcast, f) the principle of non-discrimination of people on the basis of race, sex, social class and religious beliefs under any circumstances, g) the principle of prevention of publications that will lead people to violence, terror, and ethnic discrimination and arouse feelings of enmity and hostility within society” (3984, Article 4). The authority to penalize broadcasting institutions that broadcast contrary to these principles is granted to the Radio and Television Supreme Board (RTÜK), an administrative institution established by a political decision. The institutions whose broadcast is prevented or cancelled by injunctions reserve the right to appeal to the Administrative Court in Ankara.

b) The Kurdish Problem and Freedom of Thought

The violent atmosphere created around the Kurdish problem constituted the grounds for pressure against those who attempted to discuss this matter or those who exceeded the limits of the language and style determined by the competent official institutions related with the “security of the state” in the course of reporting on the Kurdish problem. The report titled “Problems of Anti-Terror Struggle and Recommendations for Solutions” presented to the NSC in 1997, recommended that practices defined as “psychological operations” in military language be activated and scheduled. On measures and their execution it was stated: “Psychological operations should be carried out coordinated by the Ministry of Culture as a matter of precedence for the state; public institutions and organizations as well as local administrators should assume responsibility of the psychological operations; public conferences and meetings should be held at work places and tea-houses by local administrators, teachers and religious officials. Women and children should primarily be the target group of psychological operation; the organization of excursions to the region for members of parliament and other high ranking officials; the re-organization of the programs aimed at the establishment of unity and integrity together with the national and moral values for all of the schools.”
The report particularly demanded precautions to be taken for the control and manipulation of activities of the press and media institutions: “The activities to be carried out are the prevention of publications and broadcast of general and local press, and TV and radio stations, particularly MED TV that are in favor of the organization and praise it; enhancement of attraction and opportunities of the television and radio broadcasts within the region; the suppression and confusion of the broadcast of some institutions such as the MED TV that pertain to the organization by means of using technology in the region; providing the operation of the press and media in accordance with our objectives in an active way taking into account the influence of the media on the public; putting into practice the National Frequency Planning as soon as possible, considering the facts of the country; determine and implement the legal, administrative and technical precautions that are to be taken against the illegal, intriguing and destructive electromagnetic broadcasts”.
c) The Process of 28 February and Freedom of Thought

In the course of the campaign that the General Staff Chief Office initiated against the Welfare Party (RP), which was in political power within the first half of 1997, and became evident pursuant to the meeting of the NSC on 28 February, numerous investigations were carried out by prosecution offices about some of the MPs and executives of the concerned party along with the administrators of some institutions known to be in relation with the RP due to speeches given long years ago. Most of the relevant investigations were initiated pursuant to the “briefings” given also to members of the jurisdiction authorities by the General Staff Chief Office. While recordings of past speeches of members of the party or those in relation with the party were presented to the press, some of the SSC prosecutors and the Chief Public Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation complained about the shortage of current legal arrangements falling short of prohibiting opinions characterized as “reactionary” and “supporter of religious law”, of prosecuting those expressing such views or the institutions they are member to and sentencing them to “effective heavy punishments”.
Some of the decisions taken during the meeting of the NSC on 28 February covered also the prevention of the freedom of thought with new prohibitions. One of the “recommendations” mentioned by the press as “like a memorandum” was “the establishment of a provision similar to Article 163 TPC, which prohibited organizations and activities incongruous with the but which was abolished.” (
)
In September, the General Secretariat of the NSC put a draft law entitled “Law on the Protection of the Freedom of Religion and Conscience and the Prevention of its Abuse” on the agenda. The provision recommended the penalization of the crime of “establishment of organizations aimed at endangering the indivisible integrity of the state and the modification of the regime through the abuse of the freedom of religion and conscience”. In the draft law, it was decreed that the crimes of the establishment of organizations aimed at the concerned objectives be penalized with a prison term of 5-10 years. The other provision stipulated within the draft “to prevent reaction” were: prison terms are required as 3-5 years for those who make propaganda, 1-3 years for those who praise these acts, 3-6 years for those who organize meetings and demonstrations, and 1-3 years for those who participate in such meetings and demonstrations with the knowledge of the objectives. Furthermore, it was stipulated that the prison terms be applied respectively as 5-8 years to those “who establish the organizations, or activate with personal attempts and operations to give religious education incongruous with the principles pertaining to the religious education stated within the Constitution except for the education and instruction arranged by other laws the characteristics of which are defined by the Constitution,” 1-3 years to those “adult students of full age who participate in the relevant education and parents of the students who are minors,” 1-3 years to those who prepare, sell, or purchase the required course books for this education, 1-3 years to those who build dormitories and immovables under the names of school, classroom or other titles to the effect of such education; and it has also been suggested that the immovables that are used in the concerned actions be seized and confiscated. The draft bill was put into force because the Motherland Party (ANAP), which was in political power within that period and which is known to be conservative, opposed it.

d) Freedom of Thought and the Official Initiatives

There were several attempts at implementing partial amnesty for criminals of thought despite the fact that legal barriers before the freedom of expression and communication was not removed during the coalition period of the ANAP and DSP.

Only the draft law, which stipulated amnesty for editor-in-chiefs, was put into force. In the course of review of the draft law, MPs from the CHP proposed a motion for the extension of the amnesty. The motion was rejected by the votes of DSP Chairman Bülent Ecevit and several MPs from the DSP.

Furthermore, the draft prepared by State Minister Hikmet Sami Türk, proposed a reduction on sentences passed by the SSCs under Articles 159, 311, and 312 of the TPC and Article 8 of the LFT. The draft law, which would assure a reduction on present convictions, was adopted in the meeting of the Council of Ministers. The draft law contained provisions for the release of criminals of thought in prisons through “conditional release”. The draft law stated, “penal norms related to crimes that could be committed through the press could be re-arranged widen the scope of the freedom of thought and expression, broadcast of thoughts and the freedom of the press in a long-term study.” The draft was not put into force due to reactions by the DYP and the RP along with the ANAP wing of the government.

In the draft law, it was recommended that Article 159 of the TPC be amended as follows: “Those who publicly insult and deride in contempt the Turkish nation, the Republic, the Grand National Assembly, the Government, the Ministries, the military and security forces of the State or the administration of Justice are sentenced to six months to three years in prison. Those who openly curse laws of the Republic of Turkey are sentenced to fifteen days to six months in prison. In case that the insult is committed by a Turk in a foreign country, the prison term to be given for that crime is increased by one third”. Thus, it was stipulated that the subject of the crime of “insulting and deriding Turkism” included within the concerned arrangement be replaced by “Turkish nation.”

The motion for amendment on Article 312 of the TPC was: “The one who publicly praises an action considered an offence by the laws or openly incites the public to disobedience is sentenced to six months up to two years in prison. The one who openly instigates people to enmity and hostility jeopardizing the security of the public on the basis of discrimination of social class, race, religion or sect is sentenced to one year to three years in prison.” The motion for amendment included the provision to increase the prison term in case that the crime is committed through the press and media.

The amendment proposed for Article 8 of the LFT was: “Those who make written, or audio-visual propaganda, or meetings, marches and demonstrations aimed at destroying the indivisible integrity of the State of the Republic of Turkey with its country and its nation are sentenced to six months to two years and are penalized with heavy fines of TL 50 million to 200 million unless their actions necessitate heavier penalties and fines. In case of repetition, sentences cannot be converted into fines. In case that the crime of propaganda described within the first paragraph is committed through a periodical as stated in Article 3 of the Law on the Press numbered 5680, the owners of this periodical are charged with heavy fines of three thirds of the value of the sales of the relevant periodical realized in the previous months. Nevertheless, the fine cannot be less than TL 200 million under any circumstances. The editor-in-chiefs of these periodicals are charged with a fine of half of the fine charged at the owners and they are sentenced to six months to one year in prison. In case that the crime of propaganda specified in the first paragraph is committed through mass communication means such as printed works except for periodicals stated in the second paragraph, separately those who publish them are sentenced to six months to one year in prison and charged with a heavy fine of TL 100 million to 200 million. In case that this crime is committed through radio or television, the owner of the relevant radio or television is charged with a heavy fine of TL 200 million to 400 million. Besides, the court may decide on the prohibition of the broadcast of the relevant radio and television institution for a period of one day up to seven days. In case that the actions defined within the first paragraph are committed through written mass communication means stated in the second and third paragraphs, the penalties to be applied are increased by one third.”

8.1. FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Most of the pressures on and trials against political parties, non-governmental organizations, journalists, writers and artists were related to statements, opinions and information they delivered. Those who articulated criticism and accusations about the role of the state officials in the Susurluk scandal, the Kurdish problem, the 28 February Program of the NSC, etc., were put on trial on several accusations. The information of violations of the freedom of expression compiled by the HRFT in 1997 was:

The trial opened against the book entitled “Gelenekten Geleceğe 15-16 Haziran” (From Tradition to Future 15-16 June), written by Sırrı Öztürk and published in July 1996 by Sorun Publishing House was conducted under Article 312/1 TPC and ended in acquittal in the hearing held at İstanbul Penal Court No. 2 on 5 January.

The trial against journalist-writer Çetin Altan in connection with his statement, “I do want that the State give up being a gang and being based on law,” that led to charges of “insulting the spiritual entity of the State” (TPC 159) ended in acquittal in the first hearing on 20 January. Nilgün Cerrahoğlu, the reporter who interviewed Altan, and Eren Güvener, editor-in-chief of the daily Milliyet, were also acquitted. Before the hearing, Çetin Altan stated that the trial was against democracy and human rights, it was opened as a result of the arbitrary attitude of the Minister of Justice Şevket Kazan and that the oligarchic structures produced gangs within themselves. In his defense, Altan said: “In the interview, I used the term gang in order to show that the state developed a structure based on clans and tribes.” Altan disclosed that he did not think about the article he would be put on trial when writing his articles, and he would continue to write in spite of everything. Milliyet had been confiscated on 29 July 1996 in connection with the interview published on 28 July 1996.

In late 1996, Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against Mehmet Emin Sever, Mahmut Uyanık and Muzaffer Demir, MPs of the Democracy Party (DEP) that was closed down by the Constitutional Court, on the accusations of “aiding the PKK,” and against MP Abdülkerim Zilan from the CHP for “disseminating separatist propaganda.” The indictment demanded Sever, Uyanık and Demir to be sentenced to imprisonment between 4.5 and 7.5 years and Zilan to between 1 and 3 years in prison. The trial was opened in connection after the defendants, who were elected from the list of the Social Democratic Populist Party in the elections of 20 October 1991, described the parliamentarian oath as “racist, chauvinist, and violating democracy and human rights” during a press conference in Parliament on 5 November 1991. They put on yellow-green-red colored handkerchiefs to their jackets during the oath ceremony on 6 November. On 12 November 1992 Sever, Demir and Uyanık staged a hunger strike in protest of security officials. The trial commenced at Ankara SSC on 23 January and ended on 12 March 1998. Ankara SSC sentenced Sever to 11 months and 20 days in prison, and Demir to 10 months in prison for “disseminating separatist propaganda.” The SSC reprieved the sentences. Uyanık and Zilan were acquitted. 

Feti Bölükgiray, Chairperson of the Pir Sultan Abdal Cultural Association Kadıköy Branch, who was tried in connection with his statement in front of the office of the newspaper Özgür Ülke following the bombing of the newspaper on 3 December 1994, was acquitted in the hearing held at İstanbul Penal Court No. 9 on 7 February. 

Abdülmelik Fırat, former Erzurum MP from the DYP, was sentenced to 1 year in prison and fined TL 100 million on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in a speech during a meeting organized by the Kurdistan Islamic Movement Organization in Berlin, Germany, on 9 and 10 July 1994. Ankara SSC delivered the verdict on 18 February and reprieved the sentence. Fırat had been prosecuted in connection with his statement, “...Since God created me as a Kurd! Then I am a Kurd, will be a Kurd, and I will remain as a Kurd... We have been killed and destroyed. They have destroyed our complaints, our honor. Our homeland is our greatest honor. Today it is under oppression... I am not hopeless since our struggle is just...”

The trial against writer-publisher Muzaffer İlhan Erdost on the accusations of “disseminating separatist propaganda” due to some quotations in his book entitled “Türkiye’nin Yeni Sevr’e Zorlanması Odağında-Üç Sıvas” (Under Focus of Forcing Turkey to New Sevres - Three Sıvas) for the purposes of criticism ended on 20 February. Ankara SSC sentenced Erdost to 1 year in prison and fined him TL 100 million and decided to confiscate the book. 

Ankara SSC sentenced writer Medeni Ayhan to 1 year in prison and fined him TL 100 million on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in his book entitled “Kürdistanlı Filozof Ahmede Xanî” (The Kurdish Philosopher Ehmede Xane) in the hearing held on 20 February. The sentence was reprieved.

İstanbul Beyoğlu Public Prosecution Office opened a trial against poet Can Yücel and Kutlu Esendemir, the editor-in-chief of the comics Leman, on the claims of “insulting sacred values of religion” in his poem published in the magazine on 22 September 1996. The indictment claimed that the lines “Virgin Mary is so stupid compared to me” and “I did not know from whom I gave birth to Jesus” in the poem constituted a crime. Yücel and Esendemir had to expect sentences of 1 to 2 years in prison. The trial started at Beyoğlu Penal Court No. 2 on 25 February.

The book entitled “Tabu Can Cekişiyor/Din Bu-3” (Taboo is Lying Die/That is the Religion Vol. 3) by investigative writer Turan Dursun, who had been assassinated, was confiscated by İstanbul Beyoğlu Penal Court on claims of “insulting God” on 28 February. Kaynak Publishing House, which published the book, disclosed that the first edition of the book dated March 1991 and the book had had 11 editions. Afterwards, a trial was brought against İsmet Öğütücü, owner of Kaynak Publishing House, at Beyoğlu Penal Court No. 2.

Aydın Çubukçu, General Publishing Director of the journal Evrensel Kültür and one of the columnists for the newspaper Emek, was detained on 4 March in connection with a panel he had participated in 1993. Çubukçu was released after he testified at Ankara SSC Prosecution Office.
Ertürk Akşun, owner of Akış Publishing House that had published the book entitled “Yürüyüş” (March) by Yalçın Küçük, was sentenced to 1 year in prison and fined TL 850 million by İstanbul SSC on 4 March on the grounds that “PKK propaganda was disseminated” (TMY 7/2).

Doğu Perinçek, Chairperson of the İP, and Ayşe Nur Zarakolu, owner of Belge Publishing House, were put on trial on accusations of “making separatist propaganda” in their speeches during the 5th Ordinary Congress of the HRA on 29 October 1994. The trial commenced on 6 February and ended on 4 March. Ankara SSC sentenced Zarakolu and Perinçek to 1 year in prison and fined them TL 100 million, each. The Court of Cassation quashed the verdict on 3 December.

The trial against Lawyer Ahmet Zeki Okçuoğlu, who published the Turkish edition of the book “Kürtler ve Kürdistan” (Kurds and Kurdistan), which contained essays on Kurdology by Vladimir Minorski, Thomas Boys and D. N. MacKenzy, on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda,” commenced at İstanbul SSC on 17 March. In the indictment, a prison sentence between 6 months and 2 years, and a fine between TL 100 and 300 million were sought for Okçuoğlu under Article 8/3 of the ‘Anti-Terror Law.’ Lawyer Okçuoğlu was put in prison on 13 June, since the Court of Cassation upheld a 10-month prison term given to him by İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2 for an article published in the newspaper Azadi in 1993.

A trial was opened against Urfa Public Prosecutor Ömer Koçarslan in connection with his book entitled “Hükümetin Namusu” (Virtue of the Government), which he wrote using the nickname “Ferit Ergül,” and which was banned by İstanbul SSC on 2 August 1996. The trial was initiated by the Ministry of Justice on charges of “insulting the President” (TPC 158) and of “insulting” (TPC 480) started at Siverek (Urfa) Criminal Court on 18 March. An imprisonment term from 3 to 8 years was sought for Koçarslan. The book contained various subjects on the judicial system, the deaths of former President Turgut Özal and Eşref Bitlis, former Commander of Gendarmerie General Commandership, the assassination of Uğur Mumcu, etc.

Mehmet Sait Eren, executive member of HADEP Adana Provincial Organization, was sentenced to 1 year in prison and fined TL 100 million in the trial against him for using the word “Kurdistan” in a speech he made in 1993, when he was a member of the Municipal Assembly.

A trial was opened against Aytekin Yılmaz, who was under remand at Bursa Special Type Prison on claims of “being a member of the PKK,” in connection with his work titled “Domuzlar Ülkesinin Hikayeleri” (Stories from the Country of Pigs) which he gave to the prison administration to be posted in October 1996. When the prison administration sent the work to the prosecution office, a trial was opened on charges of “insulting Atatürk and the Republic of Turkey” at Bursa Penal Court No. 1 and it ended in acquittal. However, in spite of the acquittal, the court decided on confiscation of the work in question and other works, which would be written by Yılmaz.

The trial against Şefik Beyaz, Chairperson of the Kurdish Institute, Ertuğrul Kürkçü, columnist for the daily Demokrasi, and İbrahim Gürbüz, former Chairperson of the Mesopotamian Cultural Center (MKM), in connection with their speeches at a symposium on “Nationalism and Racism in Europe” (held by Bilar and the European Parliament Greens Group in Çırağan Palace in İstanbul in May 1994), under Article 8/1 of the LFT, ended on 2 April. Eren Keskin, the lawyer of Beyaz, stated that her client was under prosecution since he used the terms “Kurdish National Problem” and “Kurdistan.” Keskin recalled that Turkey signed the European Convention on Human Rights, and demanded that the verdict should consider Article 10 of the Convention. Then Şefik Beyaz took the floor and said that the term Kurdistan was being used currently even in official negotiations: “I stated that the local administrations should be strengthened for the solution of the Kurdish problem.” Şefik Beyaz was fined TL 84 million. Ertuğrul Kürkçü was acquitted and the file on İbrahim Gürbüz (under arrest in absentia) was separated. 

In the trial on accusations of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in Dr. Yves Tarnon’s book “Ermeni Tabusu” (The Armenian Taboo) İstanbul SSC sentenced Ayşe Nur Zarakolu, owner of Belge Publishing House, to 6 months in prison on 28 April. The court commuted the imprisonment term into a fine of TL 101 million. The 2-year imprisonment term given in connection with the book in 1994 had been quashed by the Court of Cassation due to the amendment of the LFT. 

The acquittal by İstanbul SSC in connection with the trial against the book entitled “Ulusal ve Uluslararası Hukuk Sorunu Olarak Jenosid” (Genocide as a National and International Legal Problem - Belge Publishing House), written by Prof. Dr. Vahan N. Dadrian and translated into Turkish by Yavuz Alogan, on charges of “inciting people to enmity” was ratified by the Court of Cassation in April.

İbrahim Aksoy, former Secretary General of the DEP, (the first Chairman of the Democracy and Change Party), who was remanded on 14 October 1995, was released on 17 May. He had been sentenced to 20 months in prison because of his speech in the Congress of the People’s Labor Party (HEP) Konya Provincial Organization on 21 May 1991, and to 4 years in prison because of articles in the newspaper Azadi. He had been remanded on 14 October 1995 after the imprisonment terms were upheld by the Court of Cassation. However, the imprisonment terms given to him had been considerably reduced due to the amendments to the LFT. The imprisonment term of 1 year and 4 months given to İbrahim Aksoy by İstanbul SSC in connection with his essay in the newspaper Azadi under Article 8 of the LFT was upheld by the Court of Cassation on 30 December.

Upon the official complaint lodged by the Office of the General Staff, Beyoğlu Public Prosecution Office opened a trial against Semih Hiçyılmaz in connection with his book entitled “Susurluk ve Kontrgerilla Gerçeği” (Susurluk and the Counter-Guerrilla Reality), and Songül Özkan, the editor-in-chief of Evrensel Publishing House that published the book, on charges of “insulting the judiciary, the police and the army” (TPC 159).

The trial opened against Orhan Gökdemir, writer of the book entitled “Öteki İslam” (The Other Islam) and Sırrı Öztürk, the owner of Sorun Publishing House that published the book, on the ground that “religious values were insulted in the book,” ended on 27 May. İstanbul Penal Court No. 2 sentenced Gökdemir and Öztürk to 7 months in prison and fined them TL 3 million, each.

The trial opened against Melih Çınar, Chairman of the Association of Atatürkist Thought (ADD) Bandırma Branch, in connection with a press statement he made during the act of “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” ended in acquittal in the first hearing held at Bandırma Penal Court on 9 June.

The trial opened against musician Ferhat Tunç on accusations of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in his speech in a feast held by Eğitim-Sen Trade Union Kırıkkale Branch on 20 September 1996, ended in acquittal in the first hearing held at Ankara SSC on 10 June. A prison term between 1 and 3 years had been sought for him.

Yusuf İlkin, the imam (preacher) of the Çarşı Mosque in Konak town of Tavas, Denizli, was remanded on charges of “insulting the army” on 15 June. İlkin was reportedly detained upon a complaint because he had said: “No terrorist comes out of mosques. Those who say ‘Terrorists come out of mosques’ are dishonorable. The dishonorable hold demonstrations against Islamic law and religion.”

The Turkish translation of the book entitled “Bozkurt” (Gray Wolf), which was a biography of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, but was not allowed entry to Turkey by the Council of Ministers in 1930 though it was published in many languages, was confiscated by Kadıköy Penal Court No. 4 on charges of “insulting Atatürk” on 5 February. The book was written by H. C. Armstrong and translated by Gül Çağalı Güven and published in September 1996. In the trial opened on claims of “insulting Atatürk”, Bülent Demirbaş, the publisher, and Gül Güven, the translator, were sentenced to 1 year 3 months in prison. In the trial that ended on 15 June, the prison term given for the former was commuted into a fine and for the latter the sentence was reprieved for 5 years.

Hatip Dicle, former MP of the DEP, was sentenced to 4 months in prison on accusations of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in a letter he had sent from Ankara Central Closed Prison to prisoners in Çankırı Prison while they were on hunger strike. Ankara SSC had previously convicted him, but the Court of Cassation had overturned the verdict. The re-trial ended on 16 June. Dicle’s lawyer Sedat Aslantaş reminded that the letters sent from a prison were controlled by the prison administration. He said that since the letter had not reached the prisoners in Çankırı Prison, the act of “propaganda” had remained incomplete. Hatip Dicle said that he had written the letter to raise the morale of the prisoners on hunger strike: “May there be propaganda or not. No deficient or full attempt can be in question.”

On 20 June, the Court of Cassation upheld the prison sentence of 1 year and a fine of TL 100 million passed on Mahmut Konuk, former member of the Central Executive Board of the Health and Social Service Laborers’ Union (SES), passed by İstanbul SSC under Article 8/1 of the ‘Anti-Terror Law,’ in connection with the speech he made in the ‘Meeting for Democracy’ held on 25-26 December 1993. Konuk was put in prison on 21 October. Konuk stayed 9 months in prison under the Law on Execution of Sentences and was released on 21 July 1998.

Münir Ceylan was sentenced to 2 years in prison and fined TL 600,000 on charges of “making separatist propaganda” in his article entitled “Emekçiler ve Kürtler” (Laborers and Kurds), published in the 2 January 1996 issue of the defunct daily Demokrasi. The Court of Cassation quashed the verdict and the retrial was concluded on 30 October at İstanbul SSC. The SSC did not agree with the Court of Cassation and sentenced him again to the same terms as in the previous trial.
The teacher İlknur Birol, member of Eğitim-Sen Trade Union, who was on trial on accusations “that she insulted Mehmet Ağar, the then-Minister of Justice,” in a speech during the “Peace and Democracy” meeting held by the Confederation of Public Laborers’ Unions (KESK) in Kadıköy, İstanbul, on 18 April 1996, was sentenced to 1 year in prison by Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 2 on 26 June. İlknur Birol was prosecuted under Article 159 TPC since she had said “The bloody murderers were assigned head of government and minister of justice.” The Court of Cassation upheld the verdict on 8 March 1998. 

The trial opened against Zana Mazak, who had been sentenced to death by Ankara SSC on 20 November 1996, in connection with her article “Yalnız Kürtler mi suçlu? Ya Türkler!” (Are only the Kurds guilty? What about the Turks!) for the journal Sosyalist Alternatif and in connection with slogans she shouted during the hearing in which she had been convicted to death, commenced at Ankara SSC on 1 July.

The trial against Mehdi Zana, former mayor of Diyarbakır, and Ayşe Nur Zarakolu, editor-in-chief of Belge Publishing House, on accusations of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in Zana’s poetic work “Yaralı Yüreğim” (My Wounded Heart) was concluded at İstanbul SSC on 17 July. Mehdi Zana was sentenced to 10 months in prison and fined TL 83,333,333. A prison term of 5 months given to Ayşe Nur Zarakolu was commuted into a fine of TL 42,416,666.

The novel “Dersim” by Muzaffer Oruçoğlu was confiscated by İstanbul SSC on 18 July. İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office also opened a trial against Oruçoğlu. The decision of confiscation was given on the following ground: “Discriminating on regional and racial bases, the book included themes like there was a massacre of Armenians before the Republican era, there was a massacre of the Kurds in Tunceli, called Dersim, during the Republican era, the revolt in Dersim was suppressed in a bloody manner and those surrendered were killed mercilessly, everybody including children, women and the elderly were massacred, corpses and lands and houses of local people and forests were put on fire and even animals were massacred ...” (TPC 312). 

İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against musicians who participated in the “Public Concert” organized at İstanbul Open Theater on 26 July, on accusations of “making propaganda of separatism and for an illegal organization.” The musicians were indicted for “making separatist speeches,” and for “singing in another language” (which means Kurdish) in the concert. A prison term up to 3 years was sought for Deste Günaydın, Ferhat Tunç and Lawyer Behiç Aşçı on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” under the ‘Anti-Terror Law,’ and a prison term up to 5 years and a fine from TL 50 to 100 million for Sabahat Değirmenci, Gülbahar Uluer, Serap Sönmez, Süleyman Gültekin, Hakan Alak, Kemal Sahir Güner, İrşad Aydın, Özcan Şenver, Ufuk Lüker and Vefa Saygın Öğütler on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda for an illegal organization.”

Kasım Yeter, teacher in charge at Göcek High School, was appointed to the Primary School in Kazıklı village of Milas in December, because he criticized Muğla Governor and politicians in a speech in the “West Mediterranean Environment Training Platform” held in Göcek district of Muğla on 26-27 July with the participation of Minister of Environment İmren Aykut. Referring to Muğla Governor Cemil Serhadlı, Kasım Yeter had said: “Regarding official statements, I would like to stress a fact. Our Governor stated that the Blue Flag should also be issued for the bays in Göcek. But the bays in Göcek are now facing sea pollution.” He also said that the ancient city of Dadela would be allocated to private owners illegally for some returns. Inspectors from Muğla Provincial Educational Directorate had reportedly started an investigation in connection with Yeter’s following statement: “Last winter, 25 thousand tons of (for some 250 thousand tons) mullets were collected dead in Dalyan channel and carried in trucks and sold to the public. No study on public health was conducted. But the political parties confine the Minister, give the Minister a file, trying to obtain unearned income.”

The trial opened against İsmail Başdaş (21) on the ground that he called the President a “disgraceful person of the State” in the letter he sent to President Süleyman Demirel in 1996 ended at İzmir Criminal Court No. 3 on 31 July. Başdaş, who was under remand, was sentenced to 20 months in prison. The sentence passed on Başdaş was commuted into a fine of TL 6 million and reprieved. 

In July, the Court of Cassation upheld the imprisonment sentence of 10 years given to Nurettin Demirtaş by İstanbul Criminal Court under Article 159 TPC in connection with a speech “protesting the SSCs”. He had expressed his views in Buca Closed Prison. They were published in the newspaper Özgür Ülke on 1 May 1994. Demirtaş was under remand in Bursa Special Type Prison in a PKK trial. Lawyer Nur Terzi stated that they had applied to the European Commission of Human Rights on 7 July after “exhaustion of domestic remedies”. 

A trial was opened against Besim Tibuk, Chairman of the Liberal Democratic Party, on accusations of “insulting the army” (TPC 159) in a program broadcast on the private television channel Kanal E, of which he is the owner. The trial was opened on demand by the Office of the General Staff in June. The indictment demanded that Cevher Kantarcı and Nahit Duru, producers of the program, should be sentenced along with Tibuk. The trial commenced at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 5 on 17 September. Besim Tibuk said: “Military coup is an offense worldwide. 27 May is also a military coup and Yassıada is a disgrace for Turkish Justice. The execution of Adnan Menderes is a murder. Those offended by my words are putschists. The Turkish Armed Forces are not favoring the putschists. I just criticized the coup.”

In September, a trial was opened against poet-writer Celal Kabadayı on claims of “insulting Turkism, the Republic, the government, the security forces, the army and the National Assembly” (TPC 159) in his book entitled “Nasılsa Sabah Olacak” (The Dawn Comes Anyway), which was published in October 1996 and which was immediately confiscated. The indictment claimed that the introduction section of the book and nine poems in the book contained criminal elements, and it was demanded that Kabadayı should be sentenced to 6 years in prison and the book should be confiscated and destroyed. The trial to commence at Ankara Criminal Court No. 3 on 7 October was postponed since “the indictment was lost.” The trial ended on 25 December and Kabadayı was sentenced to 2 years in prison. In the meantime, Kabadayı was sentenced to heavy imprisonment for one year in the trial opened against him on allegations of “insulting the armed forces” in a poem entitled “Tutsak ve Asker” (Prisoner and Soldier) in his book “Yağmur Yolculuğu” (Travel in the Rain). The sentence passed on Kabadayı in the hearing held at Ankara Criminal Court No. 1 on 6 October was reprieved.

In September, the Panel of Chambers at the Court of Cassation upheld the prison term of 1 year and a fine of TL 260.000 passed on Tevfik Kaya, executive member of the HADEP Ankara Provincial Organization, in connection with his speech during the HADEP Altındağ District Congress, Ankara, on 13 November 1994. Tevfik Kaya and İmam Canpolat, executive member of the HADEP, who had been on trial at Ankara SSC in connection with the Congress, had been acquitted on 7 February 1997. When the Panel of Chambers quashed the acquittal, they were retried and an imprisonment term of one year and a fine of TL 260.000 was passed on Kaya, and an imprisonment term of two years and a fine of TL 260.000 on Canpolat. Tevfik Kaya was put in prison on 8 December.

On 19 May, İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against writer Emin Karaca (the Secretary General of the Writers’ Trade Union of Turkey), who had translated into Turkish the book “Gladio Counter-Guerrilla” by Leo Müller, and Muzaffer Erdoğdu, the owner of Pencere Publishing House that published it, on official complaint by Mehmet Ağar, former Minister of Interior Affairs. The indictment demanded punishment of Karaca and Erdoğdu on charges of “inciting people to enmity” (TPC 312) and “disclosing identities of people who served in the struggle against terrorism” (TMY 6/1). The trial was concluded at İstanbul SSC on 30 September. Karaca was sentenced to 1 year 8 months in prison on accusations of “disseminating separatist propaganda,” and fined TL 106,250,000 on charges of “showing the officials who serve in the anti-terror struggle as a target.” The sentence was reprieved. The court board did not sentence Erdoğdu under the “law on the reprieve of sentences passed on editor-in-chiefs for 3 years.”

On 9 May, İstanbul SSC confiscated the book entitled “Alevi Kimliğini Tartışmak” (Discussing the Alevite Identity), written by Haşim Kutlu and published by Belge Publishing House, on the grounds that “the Alevites were incited to hatred and enmity on religious, racial and regional bases” (TPC 312). The trial opened against Ayşe Nur Zarakolu, editor-in-chief of Belge Publishing House, on charges of “inciting people to enmity and hatred” ended on 13 October. The trial was suspended for 3 years under “the law on the reprieve of sentences passed against editor-in-chiefs.”

The book entitled “Özgürlüğün Bedeli-Irak Kürt Bölgesinden Röportajlar” (The Cost of Freedom: Interviews from Iraqi Kurdistan) by German journalist Lissy Schmidt, was confiscated by İstanbul SSC on 16 January. A trial was opened against Ayşe Nur Zarakolu, editor-in-chief of Belge Publishing House, and the translators named Zeynep Herkmen and Süheyla Kaya, on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in the book. In the hearing held at İstanbul SSC on 13 October, the trial against Zarakolu was reprieved under the law on the reprieve of the sentences against editor-in-chiefs. Herkmen and Kaya were acquitted. 

Bayram Karkın, the Secretary of the Ankara Branch of Nakliyat-İş Trade Union, was sentenced to 1 year in prison and fined TL 860 thousand on charges of “inciting people to enmity” (TPC 312) in connection with a speech he delivered during 21 March Newroz Feast at Tandoğan Square. In the hearing held at Ankara SSC on 23 October, Metin Bağyer and Ender Büyükçulha, the lawyers of Karkın, said that the transcript of the tape cassettes were full of inconsistencies, that the speech was considered only partially, and that many sentences were distorted.

On 23 October, Cabbar Demirci, executive member of the EMEP İzmir Provincial Organization, Ahmet Gemici, Chairman of EMEP Narlıdere District Organization and the party members Abbas Aktülün, İlyas Ardıç and Mehmet Yıldız were acquitted in the trial at İzmir SSC on accusation of “inciting people to enmity and hatred” (TPC 312) in the leaflets “The Kurdish Problem is a Problem of the Turkish People.”

Mehmet Satan, Deputy Chairperson of the HADEP, was sentenced to 4 years 6 months in prison in connection with a program he participated in the MED-TV. The trial opened against Mehmet Satan and writer Yalçın Küçük, because they participated in a TV program in the MED-TV, continued at Ankara SSC on 28 October. The prosecutor summed up the case and demanded acquittal of Satan, on the grounds that his address to the leader of the PKK, Abdullah Öcalan, as “Mr. Chairman” did not constitute the offense of “aiding an illegal organization”. Nevertheless, the SSC still sentenced him and banned him going abroad. The case file on Yalçın Küçük, who lived abroad, was separated.

Mehmet Çamur, Chairman of Merdivenköy Şahkulu Sultan Külliyesi Foundation, İstanbul, was acquitted by İstanbul SSC on 31 October from charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda”. A prison term of 1 to 3 years was sought for Çamur for inciting Alevites against Sunnis by mentioning incidents in Maraş, Çorum and Kerbela in a speech he delivered on 29 May 1996.

Hasan Karal, Chairman of Rize Imam Hatip High School Graduates Association (RİMDER), was sentenced to 1 year in prison and fined for a speech he delivered on 22 November 1995. The sentence passed on Karal was commuted to a fine. In the trial, which had been opened in 1995 and ended at Rize Penal Court on 16 November, RİMDER was also closed down on the ground that it “conducted political activities based on religious principles.” The trial had been opened in connection with Karal’s statements such as: “We are members of an ideology that leaves everything to the mercy of religion. Both the state and the system will be left to the mercy of religion.”

The trial opened against executive members of Eğitim-Sen Trade Union in connection with demands for “continuous, secular, democratic, and scientific education in the mother tongue” in leaflets and special issues prepared by the Union regarding basic education, commenced at Ankara SSC on 20 November. Ankara SSC Prosecution Office sought prison terms between 1 and 3 years for Kemal Bal, Chairman of Eğitim-Sen, the executive members Necati Akpınar, Alper Öztürk, Asuman Edalı, Cemal Ünlü, Nurşen Girgin, Müslüm Şahin, Erol Savumlu and Başyürek Altın. Kemal Bal said in his defense: “If it is not to make separatism when we demand education in the mother tongue for the Turkish children in Bulgaria, to demand the same for the children in our country should not be considered as separatism.” The trial ended on 9 December and the executives of the Eğitim-Sen were sentenced to 1 year and 4 months in prison and fined TL 3 billion. The decision of confiscation of the leaflets had been lifted by Ankara SSC in June. 

In the trial against Hasan Basri Aydın, a retired teacher, on accusations of “making separatist propaganda and insulting the President” by sending a postcard with a cat and dog together on it to President Süleyman Demirel, İstanbul SSC acquitted him in the first hearing on 25 November. Aydın stated that he enjoyed freedom of thought ensured by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Aydın said: “I wanted to explain certain facts to President Demirel by pointing out that wars between the people are meaningless when even cats and dogs can live in harmony.” 

On 25 November, Ankara Penal Court No. 2 sentenced Abdülkadir Konuk to 3 months 15 days in prison, and fined him TL 10 million on the grounds that he insulted Alparslan Türkeş, former Chairperson of the MHP, in a story published in the defunct newspaper Özgür Gündem. The prison term was commuted to a fine. The trial opened against Besim Döner, editor-in-chief of Özgür Gündem, was suspended under the “law on reprieve of the sentences against editor-in-chiefs, for 3 years.”

Teacher Bedrettin Şen (55), who was on trial for “shouting separatist slogans” when he was involved in a dispute with security officials at Ankara Bus Station, was sentenced to 28 months in prison and fined TL 233 million in the trial concluded at Ankara SSC on 25 November. Bedrettin Şen had reportedly been an executive of TÖS and TÖB-DER (associations of teachers) before 1980.

In November, one more trial was opened against Fikret Başkaya on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in connection with the 6th edition of his book, “Paradigmanın İflası” (Bankruptcy of the Paradigm). Başkaya and Selim Okçuoğlu, the owner of Doz Publishing House, which published the book, had been put on trial at İstanbul SSC under the same Article in 1993, and had been convicted on 15 August 1993. On 16 December 1993 the Court of Cassation had upheld the verdict by İstanbul SSC, which sentenced the former to 20 months in prison and fined him TL 41 million and the latter to 5 months in prison and a fine of TL 41 million. Başkaya had been remanded on 18 March 1994 and released on 14 June 1995 after serving a prison term of 15 months. Okçuoğlu had been put in prison on 10 June 1994 and released on 5 October 1994 after serving a prison term of 3 months and 22 days. The trial opened against Fikret Başkaya in connection with his article “When the State is no longer a State,” published in the defunct newspaper Demokrasi on 1 October 1996 about the killing of 10 prisoners in Diyarbakır E Type Prison on 24 September 1996, ended at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2 on 26 December. Başkaya was sentenced to 10 months in prison. The sentence was reprieved for 5 years. The trial opened against Başkaya in connection with his article “Offense and Punishment” published in the same newspaper on 10 December 1996, ended in acquittal in the hearing held on the same day.

In October, Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against Abdullah Öcalan, the leader of the PKK, with the demand of the death penalty on accusations of “treason and committing crime against the sovereignty of the state,” and against Zübeyir Aydar and Mahmut Kılınç, former MPs from the DEP, writer Yalçın Küçük, Güven Özata, former Deputy Chairperson of the HADEP, Prof. Fikret Başkaya, Mesut Uysal and historian Mehmet Sıraç Bilgin with the demand of imprisonment from 4 to 8 years on accusations of “disseminating separatist propaganda and aiding the PKK,” in connection with a TV program named “Panel,” broadcasted on MED-TV on 3 November 1996. The trial commenced at Ankara SSC on 13 October. In the hearing on 22 December, Fikret Başkaya said in his defense that when he was at home in the evening, he had received a telephone call from MED-TV and his views on the conflict between Barzani and Talabani were requested. Başkaya said that as a scholar and specialist, he had articulated his views. Başkaya said: “The elements of crime is out of question in this case. I thought about it, but I could not relate, in legal and logical sense, how articulating one’s opinions by telephone from one’s home can mean to aid and abet an illegal organization. Such kinds of trials should come to an end; if thoughts are put on trial, society cannot find its way.”

Ankara Public Prosecution Office confiscated the book entitled “Düşünce Özgürlüğü” (Freedom of Thought) written by Erol Anar, former Deputy Secretary General of the HRA, in September. A trial was subsequently opened against Erol Anar and publisher Mustafa Tüm, with the demand of imprisonment from 1 to 6 years on the ground that they “insulted the National Assembly, the government and security officers” (TPC 159). The trial commenced at Ankara Criminal Court No. 2 on 9 October and ended on 25 November. Anar was sentenced to 10 months in prison. The sentence was reprieved. Mustafa Tüm was not sentenced in line with the “law on reprieve of the sentences against editor-in-chiefs, for 3 years.”

An investigation was opened against Muhittin Soyvural, former Chairman of the Personnel Department of the Ministry of Public Works and Housing, on charges of “making propaganda of the PKK” in his thesis entitled “Anatomy of Terrorism.” Soyvural was removed from office by Yaşar Topçu, then Minister of Public Works and Housing. The investigation against Soyvural was reportedly opened in connection with the following statements in his thesis: “The Kurdish people is not regarded as a people, so the ban on Kurdish continues as a bleeding wound. Whenever the Kurdish problem becomes a current issue, it is immediately covered up, and a prohibitive and mystical policy is pursued. The Kurdish problem has not been regarded as a problem of identity, and security measures are considered as a solution... It is inevitable for minorities who struggle for national salvation to resort to terrorism during their struggle. The minorities who are terrorist in this respect become heroes if they gain independence...” Soyvural said: “In May 1996, I was assigned chief inspector as a routine procedure. Then I became Chairman of the Department when Cevat Ayhan was the Minister of Public Works. I was removed from office with the new government. Currently, I continue to work as chief inspector. The claim that I made propaganda of the PKK is unfounded. It is just a thesis study to be submitted to the university.” Soyvural stated that the claims against him were made following inspections he had carried out and such claims were made by the contractors whom he had sentenced to pay compensation.
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Some of the Confiscated Books

Lissy Schmidt, “Özgürlüğün Bedeli-Irak Kürt Bölgesinden Röportajlar.” İstanbul SSC 

Haydar Işık, “Dersim Tertelesi.” İstanbul SSC 

Haydar Aslan, “Devrimci Yol’dan Seçmeler.” İstanbul SSC 

Haluk Gerger, “Türkiye’nin Düzeni ve Kürt Sorunu.” İstanbul SSC 

Kemal Burkay, “Din ve Siyaset.” İstanbul SSC 

Kemal Burkay, “Malmısanj, Kırd, Kırmanc, Dımili veya Zaza Kürtleri.” İstanbul SSC 

Munzur Çem, “Alevilik, ve Dersim Üzerine Kimi Görüşler.” İstanbul SSC 

Munzur Çem, “Çarin Rubailer.” İstanbul SSC 

Emre Yılmaz, “Genç Bir İşadamına.” İstanbul SSC 

H. C. Armstrong, “Bozkurt.” Kadıköy 4. Penal Court of Peace 

Mehmet Aktaş, “Sesime Gel.” İstanbul SSC 

Leo A. Müller, “Kontr Gerilla-Gladio.” İstanbul SSC 

Yalçın Küçük, “Tarihçe.” Beyoğlu Penal Court of Peace 

Turan Dursun, “Tabu Can Çekişiyor-Din Bu 3.” Beyoğlu Penal Court of Peace 

Hıdır Yeşil, “Bolşevik Parti İnşa Öğretisi.” İstanbul SSC 

Dr. Emir Hasanpur, “Kürt Diliyle İlgili Devlet Politikaları ve Dil Hakları.” İstanbul SSC 

Gerald Messadi, “Martin Heidegger’le Aşk ve Suç Yaşamım.” İstanbul Public Prosecution Office

Erol Anar, “Düşünce Özgürlüğü.” Ankara SSC 

Haşim Kutlu, “Alevi Kimliğini Tartışmak.” İstanbul SSC 

Öz Basım Yayın, “Bir Adım Daha Örgüt ve Kadrolar.” İstanbul SSC 

Muzaffer Oruçoğlu, “Dersim.” İstanbul SSC 

Nesimi Yaman, “GAP, Kürdistan’da Sosyo Ekonomik ve Siyasal Etkiler.” İstanbul SSC 

Alaz Basın Yayın, “Direniş Gazetesi Kapatıldı (Brochure).” İstanbul SSC 

Alaz Basın Yayın, “Ne Yaşıyoruz, Ne İstiyoruz (Brochure).” İstanbul SSC 

Prof. Dr. İlhan Arsel, “Aydın ve Aydın.” Konya Governorate

Mihri Belli, “Kızıldere’ye Varan Yol (Brochure).” İstanbul Public Prosecution Office

Celadet Ali Bedirhan, “Kürt Sorunu Üzerine/Kürtlerin Sürgün Edilmesi ve Dağıtılması Yasası.” İstanbul SSC 

Hayri Argav, “O Şafağın Atlıları-12 Eylül İdamları.” İstanbul Penal Court No. 1

Nesimi Yaman, “Sevgi İsyanda.” İstanbul SSC 

Mahmut Alınak, “Şiro’nun Ateşi.” İstanbul SSC 

Latif Özdemir, “Tarihin Şiircesi.” İstanbul SSC 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Fikret Başkaya, “Paradigmanın İflası (6. Edition).” Ankara SSC 

Dr. Tarık Ziya Ekinci, “Vatandaşlık Açısından Kürt Sorunu ve Bir Çözüm Önerisi.” İstanbul SSC 

Muzaffer İlhan Erdost, “Türkiye’nin Yeni Sevr’e Zorlanması Odağında-3 Sıvas.” Ankara SSC 
KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER KUTU BİTER

Prohibition and prevention of artistic activities continued in 1997, as well. For instance, Diyarbakır Public Theater was not allowed to stage the play “Öç” (Revenge) by Orhan Asena and “Ay Doğarken” (As the Moon Rises) by L. Augosta in Siirt on 19 January by Siirt Governorate under the Law on State of Emergency and Law on Provincial Administration. 

Kocaeli Birikim Theater was not allowed to perform two plays “Alacalı Şemsiye” (Colored Umbrella) and “Ben Suçlu” (Me, the Guilty) in May in Yozgat. The proscriptive decision was taken because one of the plays recounted some tragicomic events that developed when a civil servant sitting behind a general, sneezed on the nape of the general’s neck.

Adana Governorate banned the concert to be given by Grup Yorum at Mimar Sinan Open Air Theater, Adana, on 1 October on the ground that “incidents might arise.”

The Provincial Education Directorate of Gaziantep did not allow the group “Karmaşık Tiyatro” to perform the play “Çalıntı Düşler” (Stolen Dreams) in Gaziantep on 27 October on the ground “it might inspire the youth to drugs.” 

Bir Hak Düşmanı (An Enemy of the God)

The play “Bir Hak Düşmanı” (An Enemy of the God) staged by İzmir Fetih Sahnesi (Conquer Stage of İzmir), in Erzurum, Amasya, Kütahya, Zonguldak, Eskişehir and Balıkesir, under the organization of the National Youth Foundation (MGV) affiliated with the Welfare Party (RP) closed down by the Constitutional Court, came to the public agenda following the speech by Osman Özbek, Erzurum Gendarmerie Regional Command Brigadier in Artvin. Several news stories were published and then Ankara SSC Prosecution Office started an investigation against İzmir Fetih Sahnesi and MGV executives. In the meantime, Erzurum Public Prosecution Office issued a decision of non-prosecution for the play. However, it was stated, that the text of the play submitted to the Security Directorate before its performance and the one on stage were different. 

In the course of the investigation, Mehmet Vahi Yazar, writer of the play, and the members of the theater group Osman Yavuz, Fuat Başarılı, Nazmi Kar and Zekeriya Özen were detained on 24 April. The number of the detainees rose to 39 with detentions during house raids in İzmir, Kütahya, Samsun, Konya, Eskişehir, Amasya, Zonguldak and Balıkesir. The detainees were interrogated at Ankara Police HQ Political Branch and all were remanded by Ankara SSC.

On 26 May, Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against the 39 people, including theater members and some provincial leaders of the MGV, with the demand of sentences no less than 20 years in prison on the accusations of “inciting people to armed rebellion against the security forces of the state” (TPC 149).

The indictment pointed out that the play had been performed in 6 cities between 20 March and 8 April under the organization of MGV executives. “According to the scenario, a secular regime is dominant in the country and the number of those who do not accept the secular system and who want to establish a regime based on religious principles is increasing. The Armed Forces may possibly intervene in this course. The purpose of inciting people to rebellion against the Armed Forces and of creating another Algeria out of our country is very clear.”

The names of the defendants prosecuted under Article 149 of the Turkish Penal Code were: İzmir Fetih Sahnesi players: Mehmet Vahi Yazar, Zekeriye Özen, Fuat Başarılı, Nazmi Kar and Osman Yavuz. Those who were involved in the organization: Osman Yüzgenç (MGV Amasya Branch Chairman), Nuri Eken, Enver Canikli, İsmail Çıtır, Salih Karayel, Halit Mermer, Osman Akbaş, İlyas Töngüş, Mustafa Kavuk, Muhammet Yiğit, Recep Hoşcan, Salih Kayahan, Beşir Karahasanoğlu, Ali Andaç, Yusuf Güngör, Hüseyin Karataş, Fikret Ercan, M. Sefayi Mudanyalı, Cengiz Kuloğlu, Recep Açıkgöz, Mürsel Eroğlu (MGV Zonguldak Branch Chairman and a teacher at Imam Hatip High School), Murat Şen, Muzaffer Zor, Hüdaverdi Şen, Arif Boydak, İsmail Kirenli, Ahmet Meşe, Mustafa Akın, Hikmet Gümüş, İbrahim Gün, Mustafa Topçu, Erdoğan Doğan, Cavit Sözeri and Şaban Yörük. 

In the hearing held on 2 July, 34 defendants were released except for Mehmet Vahi Yazar and theater players Zekeriye Özen, Fuat Başarılı, Nazmi Kar and Osman Yavuz. In the meantime, Mehmet Vahi Yazar, the writer of the play, admitted that the text they submitted for permission to the security directorates of the provinces where they wanted to perform the play had been different from the content of what they actually performed.

In the hearing held on 11 September, Ankara SSC announced its decision. The court sentenced Mehmet Vahi Yazar, the writer of the play and a theater player, to 3 years in prison and Zekeriya Özen, Fuat Başarılı, Nazmi Kar and Osman Yavuz, to 2 years 4 months in prison. 34 defendants, who were on trial without arrest, were acquitted.

The following is information about certain prisoners of thought:

İsmail Beşikçi 

İsmail Beşikçi was remanded on 13 November 1993 when the prison term of 1 year passed on him on 23 December 1991 in connection with an article in the first issue of the newspaper Yeni Ülke was upheld by the Court of Cassation. The sentences passed on Beşikçi increased gradually. Beşikçi was put on trial or convicted under Article 8 of the ‘Anti-Terror Law’ (most of his trials were opened under this article), as well as under Article 7 of the LFT, Article 159, 264, 311 and 312 of the Turkish Penal Code, and Article 6 of the Law on Protection of Atatürk.
The total terms of imprisonment passed on Beşikçi exceeded 40 years and the total fines given to him exceeded TL 10 billion. İsmail Beşikçi stayed in prison in 1997, too. With the amendment to Article 8 of the ‘Anti-Terror Law’ in 1995, several trials against İsmail Beşikçi were held again. But this only helped to decrease the term of imprisonment and fines passed on İsmail Beşikçi.

Ünsal Öztürk, owner of Yurt Publishing House, and Levent Kanat, his lawyer, stated on the 4th anniversary of his imprisonment that Beşikçi spent 15 years 4 months and 25 days in prison. It was disclosed that 26 years had passed since the first detention of Beşikçi from the Faculty of Social Sciences of Ankara University on 19 June 1971, and Beşikçi had been detained 8 times. A total of 105 trials had been opened against Beşikçi in connection with 35 books (31 confiscated) he had written, as well as press statements and articles. The prison terms given to him amounted to more than 100 years, and fines to more than TL 10 billion. “Beşikçi is always in prison. As long as Beşikçi is in prison, the official ideology and the thoughts of the Turkish intellectuals will remain immune and infallible thoughts which cannot be criticized.”

In March, the HRA initiated a campaign on “Freedom to Thought and İsmail Beşikçi” with the purpose of ensuring the freedom of İsmail Beşikçi representing all prisoners of thought. A press conference was held on 6 March in front of the Bursa Special Type Prison, where İsmail Beşikçi was confined. Around 60 people, including HRA Chairman Akın Birdal, HRA Deputy Chairwoman Eren Keskin, HRA Deputy Chairman Mahmut Şakar, HRA executives from Ankara, Diyarbakır, Bursa, İzmir and İstanbul, artist Yusuf Çetin, Beksav executive member İsmail Sarıoğlu, DİSK, KESK, ÖDP, HADEP, EMEP, ÇGD, ÇHD and Mazlum-Der executives participated in the press conference. The Ministry of Justice did not grant permission to Birdal and the people accompanying him to visit İsmail Beşikçi and Ünsal Öztürk.

Upon that, Akın Birdal made a statement in front of the prison, and indicated that the freedom of thought is one of the fundamental human rights, and that Turkey did not comply with international conventions to which she was a party. Birdal stressed that it was not acceptable for the state to penalize citizens for their thoughts: “In the campaign, İsmail Beşikçi was selected since he is a symbol. Beşikçi has been put on trial under all laws and articles which regard thought as an offense, and there are attempts at destroying his scientific personality and resistive identity with tens of trials.” Birdal also criticized the prohibition of campaign placards by Ankara Prosecution Office. 

On 26 March, the Court of Cassation Chamber No. 9 upheld the imprisonment term of 4 years 4 months and the fine of TL 333 million passed on İsmail Beşikçi by Ankara SSC under Article 8 of the ‘Anti-Terror Law’ in connection with 15 books (the trials opened in connection with each of the books were unified). The Court of Cassation quashed the prison term of 26 months given to Ünsal Öztürk, publisher of the books, on the grounds that “the term should be commuted to a fine.” The re-trial ended on 29 July. Ankara SSC fined Öztürk TL 220 million 566 thousand.

The trial opened in connection with the book “The Human Rights Panorama in Turkey,” which was a compilation of speeches and messages to the forum entitled “Human Rights Panorama in Turkey,” organized by the HRA Ankara Branch on the occasion of the 1995 “Human Rights Week,” was concluded at Ankara SSC on 8 October. İsmail Beşikçi and Hatip Dicle, MP from the DEP, were sentenced to 1 year in prison, and fined TL 100 million, each, under Article 8/1 of the LFT. The court board did punish former executives of the HRA Ankara Branch in accordance with the “law on the reprieve of sentences passed on editor-in-chiefs for 3 years.” 

Ünsal Öztürk

Ünsal Öztürk, the owner of Yurt Publishing House, was put on trial, convicted many times and served prison terms for a long time for publishing the books written by İsmail Beşikçi. Trials were opened against 41 books published by Yurt Publishing House, established in 1987, and 36 books were banned. Twenty-nine of these were those of İsmail Beşikçi. 

The prison term of Ünsal Öztürk, who was put in prison on 26 September 1996, ended on 19 December 1996. However, he was not released until 12 March as he refused to pay the fine of TL 1.11 billion. 

In April, the European Commission of Human Rights declared the case opened in connection with the conviction of Ünsal Öztürk for publishing the book entitled “Diary of Death under Torture” by Nihat Behram. Ünsal Öztürk, who had published the second edition of the book in 1988, had been sentenced under Article 312 TPC, and the book had been confiscated. He had applied, via his lawyer Hüsnü Öndül, to the Commission with the demand of compensation of damages he suffered due to the confiscation. 

Haluk Gerger

The third edition of the book by Assoc. Prof. Haluk Gerger, entitled “Turkey’s Order and the Kurdish Problem,” which is a compilation of articles published in various journals and periodicals in 1992-1993, was banned by İstanbul SSC on 20 January, on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” (TMY 8). No trial had been opened in connection with the articles in the book when they had first been published.

The trial opened by İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office against writer Haluk Gerger and publisher Ayşe Nur Zarakolu, on accusations of “making separatist propaganda” in the book commenced on 4 November. Gerger stated in his defense that the trial was “a political one which lacked any legal basis” and this was confirmed by the fact that the trial had been opened 5 years after the publication of the articles.” He said: “Since it lacks the legal basis, it is difficult to make a defense.” In November, the Court of Cassation upheld the imprisonment term of 1 year passed on journalist-writer Haluk Gerger by İstanbul SSC. Gerger said that he had learned about the decision of the Court of Cassation days later. He stated that he had gone to İstanbul to show solidarity for the newspaper Özgür Gündem when its headquarters had been raided on 10 December 1993. He said that the trial against him had been opened for an article he wrote during that period.

The Court of Cassation quashed the prison term of 20 months passed on Haluk Gerger in connection with his article “State of Emergency and Poised Hammer” published in the 24th issue of the defunct newspaper Evrensel. In the re-trial held on 31 December, İstanbul SSC sentenced him again to 20 months in prison under Article 312/2 of the TPC. 

Recep Maraşlı

Writer Recep Maraşlı, owner of Komal Publishing House, and his wife Nuran Maraşlı were detained by the police from the political branch at Esenboğa Airport in Ankara on 6 March, as he was about to leave Turkey to go abroad for treatment. Recep Maraşlı was arrested by Ankara SSC on 13 March and Nuran Maraşlı was released.

Recep Maraşlı, who was declared ‘Prisoner of the Year’ as an adopted POC by Amnesty International in 1984 and who was received ‘Honorary Membership’ to PEN Clubs in 13 European countries, suffered from paralysis and ‘wane in brain’ due to the damage of the spinal cord in hunger strikes during the 10 years he served in prison following the military coup of 12 September 1980. Maraşlı, who was released on condition according to the Anti-Terror Law in 1991, was detained again in 1994. Maraşlı was kept in detention for 13 days and in prison for 19 months. 

In the statement made by World Writers’ Association (PEN) in connection with the remand of Maraşlı, it was announced that the campaign initiated in Europe for the release of İsmail Beşikçi and Işık Yurtçu included also Maraşlı. 

Eren Keskin, İrfan Güler, Ercan Kanar and Levent Kanat, lawyers of Maraşlı, stated on 29 March that the Court of Cassation had upheld the imprisonment sentence of 1 year 4 months issued by İstanbul SSC on Maraşlı in connection with his article published in the newspaper Jiyana Nu, after Maraşlı was remanded. They said: “He had already served in prison long enough to cover this sentence. For the time being, there is no sentence that requires the remand of our client Recep Maraşlı, and the hearings are underway. Therefore, the decision of remand issued by Ankara SSC is a political decision.” Maraşlı’s lawyers emphasized that since his health deteriorated significantly, he could not meet his needs on his own. The medical reports issued by İstanbul University Çapa Faculty of Medicine Neurology Department and by İzmir Faculty of Medicine were cited. “Due to his illness, Maraşlı cannot stay in prison. Since he cannot be treated in Turkey, he should go abroad for treatment. But, his treatment is prevented since he is not issued a passport due to his convictions.”

In April, K. Anthony Appiah, Chairman of the Commission on Freedom of Expression working under the American PEN, sent a latter to Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan and protested the decision of remand of Maraşlı. It was stated that even the accusations against Maraşlı, against whom 27 trials had been opened in connection with his articles, were not clear. It was stressed that the health of Recep Maraşlı deteriorated significantly and he should be released at once and unconditionally, and that the decision of remand was contradictory to international agreements and conventions.

In August, International PEN Imprisoned Writers Committee initiated an urgent action for the release of Recep Maraşlı. PEN sent messages to its members on the condition of Maraşlı and demanded that attempts should be made in view of Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz, the Ministry of State in charge of human rights and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Following the arrest warrant, Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against Recep Maraşlı and his wife Nuran Maraşlı on allegations of “being members of the PRK-Rızgari organization.” In the hearings held at Ankara SSC on 10 July, 7 August, 2 September, 2 October, 1 November, 27 November and 9 December, Maraşlı was not released, although his lawyers continually requested the release taking his health into consideration. In the hearing held on 9 December, the public prosecutor summed up the case and requested to sentence Recep Maraşlı on charges of “being a member of an illegal organization” and to acquit Nuran Maraşlı. The trial ended in acquittal on 25 December.

Recep Maraşlı completed the prison term passed on him by Ankara SSC and was released on 18 March 1998. After his release, Maraşlı was detained again on the ground to find out “whether he fulfilled his military service or not” and he was released the following day.

Şükrü Karatepe

The speech Kayseri Mayor Şükrü Karatepe (RP) delivered during a ceremony in commemoration of the anniversary of the death of Atatürk on 10 November 1996 had significant consequences. His speech was cited by the Court of Cassation Public Prosecution Chief Office as evidence in the trial opened against the RP with the request of its closure.

Karatepe had delivered his speech on 24 April 1998 during the RP Expanded Provincial Meeting. He had said: “I participated in the ceremony of 10 November, though I was in deep grief. Don’t think I am secular seeing my elaborate clothes. O Muslims, don’t spare this anger, this hatred, animosity and belief from your souls. This is our binding duty.”

In the report prepared by the inspectors from the Ministry of Interior Affairs, Şükrü Karatepe was alleged to have “incited people to enmity and hatred” (TPC 312), and the file was sent to Kayseri SSC Prosecution Office. The expert report prepared for the investigation of Kayseri SSC Prosecution Office, stated, “Karatepe’s statements are political criticisms and cannot be regarded as illegal.” The report assured that in light of interpretations by the European Court of Human Rights, all opinions other than statements and propaganda which may significantly and continuously threaten the state structure, national security, territorial integrity and public order can be expressed freely. 

Following this report, Kayseri SSC Prosecution Office issued a decision of non-prosecution. However, at that time a bill was passed on the SSCs and Kayseri SSC was annulled together with some others. Thus all case files were transferred to Ankara SSC Prosecution Office. An objection was raised against Kayseri SSC’s decision of non-prosecution, and the objection was evaluated at İstanbul SSC because it was the closest venue to Ankara SSC. İstanbul SSC overturned Kayseri SSC’s decision. Thus Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against Karatepe on the accusations of “inciting people to enmity and hatred” and “insulting Atatürk”. In the indictment, a prison term up to 4 years 6 months was sought for Karatepe.

In the hearing held on 11 September, Ankara SSC issued an arrest warrant in absentia against Şükrü Karatepe because “he did not attend the hearing and did not testify despite the instructions of the Kayseri Criminal Court No. 2” despite the fact that his lawyer Hakkı Ahmetbeyoğlu submitted a medical report for Karatepe to the court board. On 12 September, Karatepe testified at Ankara SSC and the arrest warrant in absentia was canceled. In his testimony, Karatepe admitted that he delivered the speech quoted in the indictment and said: “I must confess, since I was speaking extemporaneously, I accidentally used the words hatred and animosity. Before legal proceedings were started, I made a press conference and apologized. I apologized many times on TV.”

The trial ended on 9 October. Although the SSC Prosecution Office demanded acquittal Ankara SSC sentenced Karatepe to 1 year in prison and fined him TL 420 thousand under Article 312/2 of the Turkish Penal Code. The Court of Cassation confirmed the verdict on 11 December. Subsequently, the Council of State removed Karatepe from his office as mayor.

Doğu Perinçek

In January, the Office of the General Staff filed three separate official complaints against the Worker’s Party (İP) Chairman Doğu Perinçek. The first official complaint was lodged when pictures showing Perinçek’s meeting with PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan in Lebanon appeared in the press. The second official complaint was related to the claim by Perinçek that “General Eşref Bitlis and Major Ahmet Cem Ersever, a JİTEM member, were killed with explicit approval of the Office of the General Staff.” The third official complaint was lodged when Perinçek stated that he had obtained information about the Susurluk incident and Abdullah Çatlı from a high-ranking officer at the Office of the General Staff.
A trial was opened against Doğu Perinçek and Ayşe Nur Zarakolu, owner of Belge Publishing House, on the accusations of “making separatist propaganda” in their speeches during the 5th Ordinary Congress of the HRA held on 29 October 1994. The trial commenced on 6 February and ended 4 March. Ankara SSC sentenced Zarakolu and Perinçek to 1 year in prison and fined TL 100 million, each. The Court of Cassation quashed the verdict on 3 December.

The trial opened against Perinçek and Zahide Ruhsar Şenoğlu, editor-in-chief of the journal Aydınlık, on the claims of “inciting people to hatred and enmity” in connection with an article of Perinçek that appeared in the journal dated 6 February ended in acquittal on 13 November. Perinçek had stated: “I applaud the tanks crashing the supporters of Islamic law in Sincan.” In the hearing held at İstanbul SSC, Şenoğlu was not sentenced under the “law on the reprieve of sentences passed on editor-in-chiefs for three years.” 

Yılmaz Odabaşı

At the end of 1996, Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against poet Yılmaz Odabaşı and publisher Niyazi Koçak on the ground that “separatist propaganda was disseminated” in the book “Dream and Life” by Odabaşı. SSC Prosecution Office demanded that Odabaşı be sentenced up to 3 years in prison and fined up to TL 100 million under the ‘Anti-Terror Law,’ and Niyazi Koçak, the owner of Doruk Publishing House, to 6 months in prison.

The trial commenced at Ankara SSC on 19 November 1996. While this trial was underway, Ankara Public Prosecution Office opened another trial against Odabaşı and Koçak on the accusations of “insulting Atatürk and the National Anthem” in the same book. 

The trial ended at Ankara SSC on 6 March. In his defense, Odabaşı stated that he did not disseminate “separatist propaganda” in his book and he criticized the facts that perpetrators of the murders by unknown assailants were not arraigned and the special team chiefs who committed crimes were illegally free. Hülya Sarsam, lawyer of Odabaşı and Koçak stressed that in Turkey, even judges and prosecutors stated that the judiciary was not independent: “If the judiciary had investigated the claims of extra-judicial forces within the state properly instead of convicting those who criticized them until now, it would not have lost its creditability.” Moreover, Sarsam disclosed that the prosecutor had not read the book and demanded conviction just by reading a few pages. Upon this, SSC Prosecutor Dilaver Kahveci demanded that an official complaint should be lodged against Sarsam on charges of “insulting the court” and a communication should be sent to the bar association for a disciplinary penalty be issued on her. 

Ankara SSC sentenced Yılmaz Odabaşı to 1 year 6 months 20 days in prison, fined him TL 933 million and Niyazi Koçak, the publisher of the book, TL 67 million. Moreover, the SSC decided that an official complaint be lodged against lawyer Sarsam with the SSC Prosecution Office. Odabaşı protested the verdict by saying “I am ashamed of living together with you in the same country.” While Odabaşı was taken out of the court hall, the court filed an official demand for the arrest of Odabaşı. Odabaşı was detained and remanded by Ankara Substitute Penal Court of Peace. Odabaşı was released upon his lawyer’s objection on 8 March. A third trial was opened against Odabaşı on the accusations of “insulting the court.”

The trial of Odabaşı and Koçak at Ankara Penal Court No. 2 commenced on 22 January. In the meantime, the award of the “Film Scenario Competition” of Pen Writer’s Association, which had been given to Odabaşı, was presented to him in the Courthouse. The trial ended on 16 June and Odabaşı was sentenced to 2 years and 6 months in prison, and Koçak to 2 years and 6 months in prison and fined TL 4 million 550 thousand. The Court of Cassation quashed the verdict on 15 April 1998.

Mahmut Alınak

Mahmut Alınak, former MP from the Democracy Party which was closed down by the Constitutional Court, was imprisoned on 15 January as he refused to pay the fine of TL 116 million given by Ankara SSC. Alınak, who had been sentenced to 14 months in prison and fined TL 116 million by the Ankara SSC in connection with a speech in Kurdish delivered before the 1991 election in Şırnak, had previously served 9 months and 4 days in prison. In his statement, Alınak disclosed that he did not pay the fine and was voluntarily imprisoned “in order to attract attention to the contradiction in Turkey and to support democracy attempts.” Mahmut Alınak put an end to his “voluntarily imprisonment” act by paying the first installment of the fine on 28 January.

One of the five trials opened against Alınak because of speeches in Kurdish during the electoral campaign in 1991, ended on 19 March and he was sentenced to 6 months in prison. 

In the defense Alınak sent to the trial held in İdil district of Şırnak, he stated that speaking in one’s mother tongue was not regarded as an offense even in the slavery period in ancient Rome: “This trial serves as a lesson. If I spoke in Russian, Armenian, English, German, French or Greek in Şırnak and its districts, this trial would not be opened. Bans on language are barbarism. Should we cut off our tongue in order not to be guilty?” 

İstanbul SSC confiscated the novel “The Fire of Şiro” by Mahmut Alınak, published in October. A trial was opened against Alınak under Article 312 TPC in connection with the book.

Hasan Celal Güzel

Numerous trials were opened against Hasan Celal Güzel, Chairman of the Rebirth Party (YDP), in connection with his speeches and statements. 

The most significant trial opened against Güzel was the one which was brought after he filed an official complaint against General Çevik Bir, Deputy President of the General Staff, Vice Admiral Aydan Erol, Staff President of the Marine Forces Commandership, Lieutenant General Çetin Doğan, Operations President of the General Staff, and the “Western Study Group,” which was established by the Prime Ministry “for monitoring anti-secular developments.” In his official complaint, Güzel stated that the commanders committed the offense of “a violent attempting at changing, distorting and canceling the constitutional order and preventing Parliament from performing its duties” as defined under Article 146 of the Turkish Penal Code and of “preventing the government from performing its duties” as defined under Article 147. On 28 July, Güzel gave copies of documents he claimed to be related to the Western Study Group to journalists during a press conference he held before submitting the official complaint to Ankara SSC Prosecution Office.

Following the official complaint, Ankara SSC Prosecution Office initiated an investigation against Hasan Celal Güzel on charges of “disclosing secret documents of the Office of the General Staff.” Güzel was detained on 4 August, and testified at Ankara SSC on 5 August, and was released on conditions of trial without remand. Afterwards, Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against Güzel on charges of “disclosing confidential documents of the state” with the demand of a prison term not less than 5 years under Article 136/1 of the Turkish Penal Code. In the indictment, it was stated that the documents disclosed by Güzel were not related to the Western Study Group, but to the Office of the General Staff.

The trial of Güzel commenced on 16 September. Güzel rejected the charges and demanded that Kenan Evren, the 7th President, Necip Torumtay, former Commander of the General Staff, former President Bülent Ulusu and President Süleyman Demirel be heard as witnesses. His demand was rejected.

In September, two separate trials were opened against Hasan Celal Güzel by Bakırköy Public Prosecution Office on charges of “insulting the army” in the news “A poor excuse for a general” and “Imaginary draft constitution” published in the daily Akit. A total term of 12 years’ imprisonment was sought for Güzel. The trials were to be conducted at Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 2.

Four trials opened by Ankara Public Prosecution Office against Güzel on charges of “insulting the army and the government” in connection with press conferences on 7 March and on 31 July and with two news stories broadcast on a private TV channel, Kanal D, and published in the newspaper Milli Gazete, were underway at Ankara Criminal Court No. 2.

İstanbul Public Prosecution Office opened a trial against Güzel on charges of “insulting the National Security Council” in a speech during the meeting held by the RP at Sultanahmet Square, İstanbul, on 11 May, with the demand of imprisonment from 6 months to 3 years. 

Hasan Mezarcı

Hasan Mezarcı was put on trial in connection with some of his speeches.

The imprisonment term of 1 year 6 months passed on Hasan Mezarcı in connection with a speech in a meeting organized by Bandırma Municipality on 4 June 1992 was upheld by the Court of Cassation on 15 August 1996. The trial ended at Bandırma Penal Court on 29 January 1996, Hasan Mezarcı had been convicted under the Law on Protection of Atatürk. The immunity of Mezarcı had been lifted on 3 March 1994 in connection with the trial. He had been acquitted in the first hearing, but the Court of Cassation quashed the verdict. During the re-trial, since Hasan Mezarcı was abroad, an arrest warrant in absentia was issued against him. He entered Turkey on 26 December 1996, was detained and remanded at Atatürk Airport in İstanbul. Mezarcı was released on 9 October. 

The trial opened against Hasan Mezarcı at Ankara SSC for saying, “We will establish an Islamic state. We will unite with Abdullah Öcalan and overthrow the Republic of Turkey.” in a speech in Hacıyakup village of Gölkaya, Bolu, in 1992, ended in acquittal on 9 September.

The trial against Mezarcı on charges of “insulting Atatürk” in a speech in Maltepe, İstanbul, in 1993, was held at Kartal Penal Court No. 4. He was also put on trial at Ankara Penal Court No. 8 under the same accusations for another speech. In addition, the trial opened Mezarcı on charges of “insulting Atatürk” in a speech in Elbistan, Maraş in 1992 was underway at Elbistan Criminal Court No. 1.

A trial was opened against Mezarcı at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2 on charges of “insulting the Republic and military forces” in an interview, published in the journal “Siyah Bayrak.” 
Osman Murat Ülke

Osman Murat Ülke, former Chairman of İzmir War Resisters’ Association, (
) was also arraigned in 1997. A number of trials were opened against Ülke and he was convicted since he refused to conduct military service. 

The Human Rights Awards given by the HRA on 10 December each year were awarded to villagers in Bergama, the workers in the companies of Tıbset, Gaziantep Ünaldı, Amasya İplik, Reslan and Retrans and to Osman Murat Ülke in 1997. In the ceremony held on 11 December, the award was given to Vedat Zencir, the Chairman of İzmir War Resisters’ Association, on behalf of Ülke. 

Ülke had been prosecuted at the General Staff Military Court together with Arif Hikmet İyidoğan, Mehmet Sefa Fersal and Gökhan Demirkıran on charges of “alienating people from military service.” In the trial, which ended on 29 August 1995, Ülke had been acquitted, but he had been taken from the court hall to the recruitment office. Ülke had been released on condition that he would join his troop in two days, but he had not surrendered. He held a press meeting on 1 September 1995, during which he burnt down military service documents. Therefore, another trial was opened against Ülke on charges of “alienating people from military service” (TPC 155). 
Osman Murat Ülke was detained on 7 October in line with the letter written one year later, on 30 September 1996, for implementation of the arrest warrant delivered by the Military Court on 5 September 1995. Ülke was subsequently remanded and sent to Ankara on 11 October 1996. He was sent to Mamak Military Prison after testifying at the General Staff Military Court Prosecution Office on 14 October 1996. Ülke, who declared that “he would not obey to any application in connection with the military service” and who refused to wear military uniform, was sentenced to 5 days in isolation on the allegations of “revolt” by the Disciplinary Court. Ülke started a hunger strike on 15 October 1996, which he stopped when his demands were accepted on 8 November 1996.

The trial of Ülke started at the General Staff Military Court on 19 November 1996. The indictment sought an imprisonment sentence from 2 months to 2 years for Ülke on allegations of “making statements to alienate people from military service, not going to the troops in Bilecik to conduct his military service and burning military service documents.” The court refused the demand of Ülke and his lawyers that the military court should hold itself not responsible. The military prosecutor agreed to release the defendant and Ülke was released. However, he was sent directly to Bilecik 9th Gendarmerie Regiment Command in order to “conduct his military service.” Since Ülke “refused to wear military uniform” in the troops where he was sent, he was put in Eskişehir Military Prison.

In the hearing held at Eskişehir Military Court on 27 December 1996, Ülke was released.

Osman Murat Ülke was sentenced to 6 months in prison and fined TL 540 thousand in the hearing on 28 January, which was closed to journalists. Ülke stated that he was not a deserter, but he would not perform his military service just because he was a conscientious objector. The court held that Ülke should be sent back to Bilecik Gendarmerie 9th Regiment Command. Ülke was sent there, but refused to perform military service. He was arrested and sent to Eskişehir. In the hearing Eskişehir Military Court released him and Ülke was sent back to Bilecik. In the hearing on 6 March Ülke was sentenced to 5 months in prison under the same accusations.

The trial opened against Osman Murat Ülke on the claims of “desertion, late arrival to the troops, absence from military conscription and disobedience to orders” continued at Eskişehir Military Penal Court on 9 October. In the hearing, the lawyers of Ülke stated that the Law Concerning the Constitution of Military Courts and Prosecution Procedures, and the Law Concerning Military Judges were in contradiction with the Constitution and European Convention of Human Rights.

Since Ülke had to stay 20 days in prison in connection with his prison term of 5 months, the Military Prosecutor decided that “he be imprisoned for serving his prison term.” On 23 October, Ülke was sentenced to 10 months in prison on charges of “insistently disobeying orders” and fined TL 625 thousand on charges of “being a deserter.” In the hearing on 22 January 1998, Ülke was released. The total prison term passed on Osman Murat Ülke amounted to 38 months by May 1998.

Campaign on Freedom to Thought 

Following the publication in 1995 of the book “Freedom to Thought” which was a compilation of the articles that led to their authors’ imprisonment or prosecution, the campaign, which was initiated with this book, continued with other booklets of “Freedom to Thought.” Articles and speeches, which had been subject to prosecution, were regularly compiled and published in these booklets. Numerous people including journalists, writers, artists, scientists, etc. shared the incriminated thoughts in these booklets and lodged official complaints with prosecution offices against themselves. Şanar Yurdatapan, the human rights advocate who started the campaign, stated that because the trial opened against 184 defendants in connection with the first “Freedom to Thought” book lasted long, they preferred publishing more booklets signed by less “publishers.” 

Two trials, one of which was opened against 86 people and the other against 98 people in connection with the book “Freedom to Thought,” were united by İstanbul SSC in April. In the hearing held on 24 October, the trial was suspended under the “law on the reprieve of sentences passed on editor-in-chiefs for three years.”

While the trials were under way, 144 writers from 20 countries (the USA, Austria, the UK, Germany, Switzerland, Canada, Japan, Mexico, Norway, Poland, Russia, and Australia, the Czech Republic, Croatia, Kenia, Malawi, Finland and Nepal) signed the booklet titled “Düşünceye Özgürlük’cük” (a summarized version of the aforesaid book) as publishers and an official complaint against the foreign writers was filed. In the official complaint, it was said: “It is a legal requirement to prosecute the publishers of the book titled “Düşünceye Özgürlük’cük” just like the publishers of the book titled “Freedom to Thought.” “It is obvious that they cannot be privileged before the law since they are foreigners and famous.” Following the official complaint, İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office started an investigation against the foreign writers. Instead of applying to the relevant countries, the Prosecution Office requested from Şanar Yurdatapan the addresses of the writers. Şanar Yurdatapan applied to the SSC and stated that the writers in questions were willing to testify before İstanbul SSC on their own will. As a result of the investigation, the decision of non-prosecution was issued about the writers.

In March, another official complaint was lodged against 84 foreign writers from 21 countries, who signed the book “Düşünceye Özgürlük’cük Appendix-1” as publishers and against whom the decision of “non-prosecution” was given previously. Cezmi Ersöz and Mine Türk, who came to İstanbul SSC on behalf of the “Initiative Against the Crime of Thought,” filed an official complaint against the booklet “Düşünceye Özgürlük’cük Appendix-1.” The decision of non-prosecution was given for this official complaint as well. 
The names of some of the writers whose “crimes of thought were shared” in the 38 booklets of “Freedom to Thought” were as follows: lawyer Eşber Yağmurdereli, Assoc. Prof. Haluk Gerger, lawyer Ercan Kanar, trade unionist Münir Ceylan, actor Mahir Günşiray, singer İlkay Akkaya, writer A. Rıza Ergüven, writer Mustafa İslamoğlu, conscientious objector Osman Murat Ülke, poet Yılmaz Odabaşı, İstanbul Mayor Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, poet Hüseyin Karataş, writer Altan Tan, publisher Ercan Arıklı, writer Edip Polat, ÖDP Deputy Chairperson Saruhan Oluç, journalist Ragıp Duran, journalist Ertuğrul Kürkçü, caricaturist Halil İncesu, Prof. İlhan Arsel, writer Erdoğan Aydın, journalist Oral Çalışlar, publisher Muzaffer Erdost, HRA Chairperson Akın Birdal, writer Aydın Koral, writer Emin Karaca, writer Yaşar Kaplan, lawyer Eren Keskin, caricaturist Doğan Güzel, Kurdish Institute Chairperson Şefik Beyaz, teacher İlknur Birol, publisher Ahmet Önal, publisher Ragıp Zarakolu and Ayşe Nur Zarakolu, lawyer Medeni Ayhan, and writer Gülsüm Cengiz Akyüz.

Trials were opened against six of the booklets entitled “Freedom to Thought”. İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial only against Şanar Yurdatapan, one of the 26 publishers of the booklet “Freedom to Thought 2” which included the speech by Eşber Yağmurdereli that led to his imprisonment. When the trial ended in acquittal, Yurdatapan appealed against the verdict. The trial was pending at the Court of Cassation. 

When Osman Murat Ülke was convicted under Article 155 of the Turkish Penal Code, journalist Koray Düzgören and singer Nilüfer Akbal published the booklet “Freedom to Thought-9.” Ankara General Staff Military Court sentenced Düzgören and Akbal to 2 months in prison, and the Military Court of Cassation upheld the verdict. 

When poet Yılmaz Odabaşı was sentenced to 18 months in prison on charges of “insulting Atatürk” in his book entitled “Dream and Life,” Metin Kahraman (musician), Murat Morova (painter), Nevzat Çelik (poet), Şanar Yurdatapan and Nimet Tanrıkulu (HRA executive) published the booklet “Freedom to Thought-10.” The trial in connection with the book was underway at Üsküdar Penal Court No. 4. 

When the General Staff Military Court sentenced Saruhan Oluç, ÖDP Deputy Chairperson, to 2 months in prison in connection with one of his articles, the booklet “Freedom to Thought-16” was published. Şanar Yurdatapan, who published the booklet, was sentenced by General Staff Military Court to 2 months in prison. The trial was pending at the Court of Cassation of Appeals. 
When Erdoğan Aydın was fined on charges of “insulting the religion” in his book “The Reality of Islam,” H. Basri Aydın, journalist Turhan Günay and Şanar Yurdatapan published the booklet “Freedom to Thought-20.” The trial was underway at Üsküdar Penal Court No. 2. 

When writer Yaşar Kaplan was sentenced by the military court to 14 months in prison in connection with his serial articles published in the newspaper Akit, Remzi Taşçı and Yurdatapan published the booklet “Freedom to Thought-28.” The trial was underway at the military court.

A second trial was opened against writer Erol Toy because of his defense in a trial opened earlier against those who signed the book “Freedom to Thought” as publishers. Erol Toy had said on 19 February, while making his defense in a hearing at İstanbul SSC: “I’d rather be a prisoner in a dungeon than to be a judge in a country where legal courts take decisions on behalf of the nation while crimes and murders are committed on behalf of the state.” A prison term of 1 to 6 years was sought for Erol Toy on accusations of “insulting the judiciary” (TPC 159). The trial held at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 6 ended in acquittal on 15 October.

A trial was opened against actor Mahir Günşıray (one of those who signed the book “Freedom to Thought” as publisher) on the grounds that he “insulted the court” (TPC 159) by reading an excerpt from Kafka’s “Trial” during his defense at İstanbul SSC. The trial commenced at İstanbul Penal Court No. 10 in October 1996 and ended on 20 February 1998. The prison term of 6 months passed on Günşiray was commuted to a fine of TL 900 thousand and reprieved.

8.2. FREEDOM OF COMMUNICATION

As in previous years, freedom of communication in Turkey was restricted through legal measures as well as arbitrary practices. Pressures against newspapers and journals such as Demokrasi/Ülkede Gündem and Evrensel/Emek, TV stations such as Can TV and radios such as Karacadağ, which made publications and broadcast contrary to the official ideology and to the policies applied as “state policy,” continued in 1997. Offices of press agencies were attacked, journalists were detained. They were attacked in demonstrations and even in court halls. Not only journalists of the opposing press but all journalists were targets to pressure and attacks from time to time. (
) For instance, in the demonstration against “8-year compulsory primary education” in Kızılay of Ankara on 29 July, many journalists were first attacked by Welfare Party (RP) supporters, then they were struck with truncheons by the police officers and their cameras and video cameras were broken. Journalists Durak Doğan, Abdullah Koltuk, Hayri Özuğur and Fevzi Gülünay were injured in this attack. The journalists were mostly tried with the accusations of “terror crimes” or “membership to organizations” or “assisting organizations”. The state officials used this practice as justification for the claims that “the majority of the prisoners were criminals of terror rather than criminals of thought”. Many journalists were tortured in detention, cases were brought according to the testimonies taken under torture and punishments were given.

In 1997, Turkey was considered to be among the countries “in which freedom of communication was restricted most” by many press organizations such as the International Press Institute (IPI), the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) and Reporters Without Borders (RSF). The report, which the CPJ published in March, stated that Turkey imprisoned more journalists than Ethiopia, China, Kuwait, Nigeria and Burma. In the 1996 report of the RSF, which was published in May, it was disclosed that 600 journalists were murdered in the world throughout the last 10 years and it was emphasized that the attacks on journalists especially in Russia, Turkey and Latin America remained unpunished. 

a) Biased and Distorted News

The attitudes of various media establishments and various journalists working for them were another obstacles for the freedom of communication. In an environment dominated by the pressure of state bodies on the press and economic relations based on monopolization, various press establishments sustained a notion of distorted and provocative news. Therefore, newspapers and televisions either were occupied by news on blood and gossip or advocated human rights abuses including the right to life in special. Events in which people were killed in house raids though they could have been apprehended alive were reflected as “heroic operations against terrorists”. The agenda of the NSC determined the agenda of the mainstream media. The political parties competing for power threatened the mainstream media with illegal payments made to these establishments or the tender frauds pertaining to them. These frauds were not disclosed.

For example, “the pressure to become village guards” in Lice district of Diyarbakır in late 1996 was investigated and publicized by the HRA and other organizations. This news was titled “Provocation Failed in Lice” in the daily Zaman and it was claimed, “the public became village guards not by force but voluntarily”. The same paper reported that the acts of “A Minute’s Darkness for Continuous Light” were used against “the state” by “terrorist organizations”.

Barman Oğuz Atak, who had a tattoo “God” on his body, and who the police from İstanbul Narcotic Branch filmed during the control in a bar on 3 May, was severely criticized in the news on TGRT TV. The day after this broadcast, Oğuz Atak was murdered by two people who were said to be the gunmen of Sedat Peker, one of the famous characters of the ultra-nationalist Mafia, in Beşiktaş, İstanbul. TGRT made a declaration on this subject and disclosed that “no one could accuse TGRT” for the murder of Oğuz Atak.

Many people, whose testimonies were taken under torture, were presented to the press, or the people who were murdered in extra-judicial executions were introduced as “ferocious terrorists” by the mainstream media. However, news regarding torture on them or their subsequent acquittal were not published. After the Turkish flag had been torn down during the HADEP congress on 24 June 1996, Veysel Dağdaş and Ömer Doyuran were introduced in newspapers and televisions as “terrorists taking off the flag”. However, it was soon found out that Veysel Dağdaş participated in the university examinations during the hours when the flag was taken off. The fact that Veysel Dağdaş was not involved in the event “did not have any news value”. It was understood that Ömer Doyuran who was remanded in prison for almost 3 months was there when the flag was taken down but he had not been involve in the incident. Ömer Doyuran was acquitted in the trial that ended at Ankara SSC on 4 June. Veysel Dağdaş brought a case against 7 TV channels, Interstar, Kanal 6, Kanal 7, ATV, HBB, TGRT, Kanal D, and 13 newspapers, Milliyet, Sabah, Hürriyet, Cumhuriyet, Yeni Yüzyıl, Gözcü, Akşam, Akit, Yeni Asır, Posta, Gazete Ege, Türkiye and Dost, demanding compensation of TL 60 billion because of “biased and distorted news” about himself, and against the related state officials demanding compensation of TL 22,5 billion. Ömer Doyuran stated that he was recognized, attacked and insulted in the streets since his images and photos were published for a long time. Ömer Doyuran disclosed that he was subject to pressure by the police after he was released and said “the police requested to become an informer by telling ‘Show that you are a nationalist if you are not guilty. Work for us’.” Doyuran further said that he could not find a job due to the publications. 

b) Murdered and Disappeared Journalists

In 1997, there was no development regarding the cases of murdered or “disappeared” journalists (
) from previous years. Huge amounts of data were collected regarding the murder of Uğur Mumcu; conflicting statements were made; but no trial was opened. While the investigation concerning the murder of Musa Anter was suspended, the “Susurluk Report” prepared by the Prime Ministry Supreme Inspection Board in early January in 1998 stated that the murders of Musa Anter and other journalists whose names were not specified, were “premeditated murders” within the “politics-security-Mafia triangle”. The report made the following statements about human rights defender Vedat Aydın and other people who were killed in “murders by unknown assailants”: “Those who acted contrary to the unity and integrity of our country have deserved most severe punishments. The only conflict between the things done and us is the type and results of the practice. Indeed, it was determined that even those that supported the event regretted the murder of Musa Anter. It is said that Anter was not involved in any armed act, but rather was related with the philosophy of the conflict, that the effect created by his murder transcended his real effect and that the decision to murder him was a mistake.” Page 75 of the report on “other journalists, who were murdered” was censored. 

The Metin Göktepe Trial

The murder of Evrensel reporter Metin Göktepe (27) could not be covered up unlike other journalist murders since journalists and the public followed the case. Certain police officers, who were held responsible for the murder, were put on trial but in the most problematic way. Göktepe had been detained along with more than 1,000 people attending a funeral on 8 January 1996, and he had been beaten to death by police officers. (For detailed information see Human Rights Report 1996, p. 411).

After the administrative investigation, İstanbul Provincial Administrative Board decided that a trial should be opened against 14 security officers who were involved in the incident and 34 police officers who were accused of beating other detainees. The Provincial Administrative Board considered it unnecessary to prosecute Eyüp Chief of Police Mehmet Ali Aydın, who was accused of “negligence of duty and trying to conceal the death of Metin Göktepe”. (
)

Afterwards, İstanbul Public Prosecution Office opened a trial against 48 police officers. The indictment requested that Mehmet İşbitiren, who ordered the detention of Metin Göktepe, be sentenced to between 6 months and 3 years in prison for “abusing his duty” (TPC, 228). The names of the police officers who were requested to be sentenced to between 5 and 15 years in prison for “murder beyond intention” and “murder in a way to conceal the real assailant” were: Security chief Seydi Battal Köse, Şuayip Mutluer, Saffet Hızarcı, Fedai Korkmaz, Murat Polat, Burhan Koç, İlhan Sarıoğlu, Selçuk Bayraktaroğlu, Metin Kuşat, Tuncay Uzun and Fikret Kayacan. (
)

The trial opened against 48 police officers started at Aydın Criminal Court on 18 October 1996. (
) Aydın Criminal Court applied to the Court of Cassation, requesting the transfer of the trial to another province without waiting for the second hearing. The Court of Cassation concluded that the trial would be heard in Afyon.

The witnesses in the trial testified at İstanbul Eyüp Criminal Court No. 1 on 28 November 1996. The testimonies of 11 out of the 48 police officers were taken in the hearing closed to the press in İstanbul Eyüp Criminal Court No. 1 on 24 January. The defendants rejected the accusations. When the testimonies of the police officers were taken secretly, an official complaint was lodged against presiding judge Tuncay Sezgin.

The first hearing in Afyon was held on 6 February. About 2,000 people, including many MPs, representatives of the Turkish Journalists’ Association (TGC), ÇGD, Reporters Without Borders and many NGOs came to Afyon to attend the trial. Strict security precautions were taken for the hearing, during which pictures of Göktepe and placards were hung in the hall. The defendant police officers did not attend the hearing.

During the hearing, debates arose between over 100 lawyers of the Göktepe family and 4 defense lawyers. Necdet Küçüktaşkıner (
) and Ömer Yeşilyurt who spoke on behalf of the defense lawyers submitted the testimonies of the police officers, taken at Eyüp Criminal Court, to the court. Yeşilyurt claimed that the intervening lawyers and the media attempted to show the defendants as if they were trying to escape the trial. He said that the defendant police officers had been appointed to different provinces, and they had given their testimonies in İstanbul on 24 January upon request of the court. Ali Saydı and Kamil Tekin Sürek, who spoke on behalf of the intervening lawyers, said that the defendants were accused of murder, thus their testimonies taken in İstanbul could not be regarded as valid.

Later in the hearing, the court board, composed of Kamil Şerif, İbrahim Demirtaş and Nuran Yalınbaş, heard the witnesses. Deniz Özcan and Ali Ekber Palabıyık told that they saw Metin Göktepe was beaten to death by some 8 or 10 police officers. Deniz Özcan said, “They were hitting him on the head and all over the body with truncheons and clubs. They said something like ‘This is a journalist, lets treat him specially’. For a moment I saw blood flowing from his head. I assumed he was dead by then. Then they wrapped him in a blanket and put him in the bunker”. Özcan said that he could identify the police officers, who beat Göktepe, if he saw them. Özcan disclosed that he was subjected to pressure by the police in order not to give testimony and that he was detained 3 or 4 times. It was decided that the witnesses and defendants would be confronted at İstanbul Eyüp Criminal Court No. 1.

However, Eyüp Criminal Court No. 1 decided on 28 March to send the case file back on the grounds that “the addresses of the defendant police officers could not be found; the case was transferred to Afyon because public security could not be ensured; and that the defendants and witnesses did not reside in the Eyüp region”.

In February, a secret camera recording was broadcast in a TV program produced by Fatma Girik on Kanal D. In the recording, defense lawyer Ahmet Ülger alleged, “they reached an agreement with the court in the Göktepe case, so that the case would be concluded in favor of the police officers”. İstanbul Public Prosecution Office started an investigation against Ahmet Ülger. The investigation file was sent to İstanbul Criminal Court No. 5 in September with the permission of the Ministry of Justice, General Directorate of Penal Affairs. The indictment requested a sentence of 4 years in prison for Ülger under Article 240 of the TPC for acting in contravention of Article 48/1 of the Law on Lawyers by “making use of mediators to win a trial, claiming to know the judges and acting contrary to the prohibition of advertisement.”

In the hearing held on 28 May, an important step was taken for the first time and an arrest warrant in absentia was issued for Seydi Battal Köse, Şuayip Mutluer, Saffet Hızarcı, Selçuk Bayraktaroğlu and İlhan Sarıoğlu. Presiding judge Kamil Şerif disclosed at the beginning of the hearing, “we decided to have the journalists leave the court after 15 minutes for the healthy functioning of the trial”. The intervening lawyers objected against judge Şerif, who claimed that they could not conclude the trial, which they could have concluded 2 months before, since they could not work comfortably.” The intervening lawyers said, “The murdered person was a journalist; and you try to get the journalists out. If you insist on taking them out, then take a decision on ‘the hearing is closed to the press’.” Kamil Şerif asked the soldiers to take the journalists out and the journalists were removed by force. The intervening lawyers said, “If the reason for taking the press out is inadequacy of space, we leave the hearing to make room for the press” and left the hall. All lawyers except for 3 intervening lawyers went out, but the journalists were not let in. In the hearing, the case file of Seydi Battal Köse, Şuayip Mutluer, Saffet Hızarcı, Fedai Korkmaz, Burhan Koç, Metin Kuşat, Selçuk Bayraktaroğlu, Murat Polat, İlhan Sarıoğlu, Fikret Kayacan and Tuncay Uzun who were prosecuted for “murdering Göktepe” was separated. (
)

The police officers could not be brought to the court despite the decision of Afyon Criminal Court and the statements of then-Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz and Minister of Justice Oltan Sungurlu. Then-İstanbul Chief of Police Ramazan Er acknowledged in an interview published in the daily Milliyet on 16 July that the police officers were on duty.

On the occasion of the Press Festival (89th anniversary of the abolition of censorship) on 24 July, a group of journalists visited then-Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz on 23 July and submitted him a text signed by about 600 journalists. It was requested that “the police officers prosecuted for killing Metin Göktepe, 5 of whom are remanded in absentia, be brought before the court immediately; that necessary legal regulations be made immediately to release the journalists in prisons, symbolized in the person of Işık Yurtçu; and that all obstacles hindering the freedom of press, information and thought be eliminated”. Prime Minister Yılmaz phoned Minister of Interior Affairs Murat Başesgioğlu in the presence of the journalists and instructed him that the defendant police officers should be taken to the hearing on 24 July. Minister of Interior Affairs Başesgioğlu stated, “We are constantly searching for the police officers for whom a decision of arrest was taken. We are alert. However, we could not find any trace of them up to now”.

It was seen in the hearing on 24 July that the instruction of Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz was of no use. Only journalists with certified press card (given upon application only to experienced journalists by the Journalists’ Association after a definite period in the profession) were allowed to attend the hearing. This led to a dispute and the police attacked some journalists. The Court Board issued an arrest warrant in absentia against 4 more of the accused police officers, Sezai Korkmaz, Murat Polat, Burhan Koç and Metin Kuşat; and announced to issue the same decision for Tuncay Uzun and Fikret Kayacan in case that they did not appear in the next hearing. 

In the ball organized by the Turkish Journalists’ Association in Dolmabahçe Palace on the evening of 24 July, Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz argued that the defendant police officers believed that they would be lynched if they were brought to court, and this was the reason why they did not appear. Yılmaz said that the police officers would surrender until 29 July. Minister of Justice Oltan Sungurlu said to journalists on 25 July, that the police officers did surrender on the pretext that “their security could not be maintained in the prison.” After these statements, police officers Seydi Battal Köse, Şuayip Mutluer, Murat Polat, Fedai Korkmaz, Burhan Koç and Selçuk Bayraktaroğlu delivered themselves to Afyon Public Prosecution Office on 28 July; İlhan Sarıoğlu and Saffet Hızarcı to İstanbul Police HQ Public Order Department and Metin Kuşat to Afyon Prosecution Office on 1 August. These police officers, and the 2 who were not arrested, appeared before the court on 21 August, 20 months after the murder.

In the hearing on 6 November, presiding judge Kamil Şerif argued that various national and foreign organizations, parties and the media tried to influence the court; and he said that there were publications asserting that he had received a bribe. Kamil Şerif added that “he would not be able to remain impartial” and said that he withdrew from the trial for the “sake of justice”. Sandıklı Criminal Court reviewed this demand and accepted Şerif’s withdrawal. Afyon Commission of Justice assigned Judge Mustafa Birışık to replace Kamil Şerif.

In the hearing on 25 December Seydi Battal Köse “confessed,” and the Forensic Institute’s report on the death of Metin Göktepe was read out. The report prepared by the First Expertise Committee of the Forensic Institute on 31 October stated: “It is unanimously concluded that there are five signs of blows on the head and that these blows led to bleeding in the brain, that there are traces of blows on the body and that these led to death because of the internal bleeding in tissues, that it was impossible to rescue the person even if a medical intervention had been done on time; that the lesions to the head and the body might have taken place because of direct blows with a blunt object, such as a truncheon or a similar object; that the rib fracture on the person might have taken place because of blows or kicking, or might have taken place if the person had fallen down or had been made to fall down and hit somewhere hard and edged”.

In the hearing, police chief Seydi Battal Köse submitted a petition, stating that Metin Kuşat, Burhan Koç and Yalçın Aydeniz, who were prosecuted without arrest, took Göktepe at the entrance of the hall and beat him with truncheons, and that Fedai Korkmaz could have been among those who beat Göktepe. Köse added that he delivered Göktepe to Metin Kuşat, Fedai Korkmaz, Tuncay Uzun and Fikret Kayacan when Göktepe got unwell, telling them, “Get him in when he is okay.” After he was told Göktepe had been found dead in the yard of the sports hall, he had first phoned Eyüp Chief of Police Mehmet Ali Aydın Aydemir to tell that Göktepe died, and that he had later gone to his office to report on the incident. Köse stated, “I do not know how the other units were informed of the incident. I guess Kemal Bayrak and Orhan Taşanlar were informed too”. Intervening lawyer Kamil Tekin Sürek took the floor and stated that Köse’s recent statements conflicted with previous statements. This statement made clear that then-İstanbul Chief of Police Orhan Taşanlar, Deputy Chief of Police Kemal Bayrak and Eyüp District Chief of Police Mehmet Ali Aydın Aydemir knew about the death of Göktepe. Lawyer Sürek said that an official complaint should be lodged against these persons despite the decision of “non-prosecution” issued formerly. The lawyers of the Göktepe family lodged an official complaint against Teoman Ünüsan, Orhan Taşanlar, Mehmet Ali Aydın Aydemir and Kemal Bayrak on 20 January 1998. Seydi Battal Köse asserted in the hearing on 22 January 1998 that he was not a direct witness of the things he mentioned in the previous hearing, and that he did not accuse his superiors straight away.

On 5 January 1998, two years after the murder, an inspection was carried out in Eyüp Sports Hall. The arrested police officers were not involved in this inspection but Fikret Kayacan, Murat Polat, Tuncay Uzun, Burhan Koç and Fedai Korkmaz, police officers prosecuted without arrest, participated.  Journalists were not allowed to follow the inspection, but the witnesses Deniz Özcan and Ali Ekber Palabıyık participated. After the investigation was over, Fikret Kayacan showed the weapon on his waist and threatened witness Deniz Özcan. The lawyers of Göktepe requested this threat to be mentioned in the minutes, but this request was rejected.

The trial ended on 19 March 1998 (800 days after the murder). Şuayip Mutluer (under arrest), Saffet Hızarcı (under arrest), Seydi Battal Köse (under arrest), Fedai Korkmaz and Metin Kuşat were each sentenced to 7 years 6 months in prison. The police officers under arrest, Selçuk Bayraktaroğlu and İlhan Sarıoğlu, and the police officers prosecuted without arrest, Fikret Kayacan, Tuncay Uzun, Burhan Koç and Murat Polat, were acquitted. After the decision Fedai Korkmaz and Metin Kuşat were arrested and Selçuk Bayraktaroğlu and İlhan Sarıoğlu were released. An appeal was made against the verdict. 

c) Arrested and Convicted Journalists

In 1997, a significant but inadequate step was taken for the release of arrested and convicted journalists regarding the arbitrary prosecution of the journalists. The bill provided for a suspension of sentences given to journalists until 12 July 1997 in their capacity as “editor-in-chief” for three years, and dismissal of continuing trials and investigations. It passed the Parliament on 14 August. However, the proposal of Altan Öymen, a journalist and an MP from the CHP, that the same law be applied to reporters, writers, and cartoonists was rejected. After the law was promulgated in the Official Gazette, some journalists including Işık Yurtçu were released.

In 1997, the HRFT carried out a research about arrested and convicted journalists in prison. The examination of the case files of these journalists indicated that there was no evidence against journalists, who were prosecuted, arrested and convicted with the accusations of “membership to organization” or “aiding an illegal organization,” except for working for legal press organs. It was concluded that 46 people, who were arrested in 1997 or previous years and released in 1997, and at least 57 people, who were in prison by the end of 1997, were imprisoned for their activities as journalists. The majority of these people were arrested for “terror crimes”, “membership to an illegal organization” or “aiding the organization”. However, it was seen that there was no sufficient evidence to verify these accusations or verdicts when they were considered together with the evidence submitted by prosecution offices depending on the documents prepared by the police and the defense of the related people. It was observed that most of the accusations and verdicts were made on the basis of the testimonies taken under torture. 

At least 22 journalists were arrested in 1997. Those working in oppositional press organizations constituted the majority of these people. The list of journalists who were arrested in 1997 or arrested before and were in prison 1997 was: (
)

001) İsmail Beşikçi (Özgür Gündem), Bursa Type E Prison, 13.11.1993

002) Hasan Özgün (Özgür Gündem), Aydın Prison, 20.12.1993.

Hasan Özgün was detained by police in charge of Diyarbakır Security Directorate Anti-Terror Department, raiding the office of the newspaper on 9 December 1993. Diyarbakır SSC remanded him on 20 December 1993.

Below are some statements in the indictment by Diyarbakır SSC Prosecution Chief Office: “Police searching the office found petitions written by prisoners in Mardin Prison in the newspaper archive. They were on trial because of their relations with the PKK. The police searching the office found posters and a gun (Beretta, 7.65 mm). The defendant wrote news with distortion …” Based on these claims, the prosecution office opened a trial against him at Diyarbakır SSC on accusations of being a member of the PKK. In his defense, Özgün refused all accusations. He did not sign the minutes of the police raiding the office because there were false statements in them. He was tortured in detention. He was accused by the prosecution office of “working with the Özgür Gündem, which defends the ideology of the PKK and belongs to it…”

Özgün replied to the allegations in his defense: “The petitions were sent to us from Mardin Prison for a news story. They were brought to us by relatives of prisoners requesting us to make news out of them. They were the source of information. I did not sign the minutes furnished by the police searching the office. The police claimed that they had found something in the office. The office was under police surveillance 24 hours a day. It is contradictory to claim that such an office is used by the PKK as a place for communicating information. The gun found in the office is mine and I have to carry it for my security. I applied to the police on 15 January 1993 for a license to carry a gun. However, I did not get the license. No news story was published in the newspaper with the slightest distortion. All of the stories are true and that’s why we are subjected to constant attacks.”

The trial ended at Diyarbakır SSC on 17 January 1996, and Hasan Özgün was given a prison term of 12 years 6 months under Article 168 (2) of the TPC on accusations of “being a member of the PKK.” Özgün, who was held in Aydın Prison, reportedly suffers from serious health problems. He demanded medical examination and treatment. However, Aydın State Hospital, to which he was sent, did not admit him. Without request physicians at the hospital examined him whether he has “a persistent illness or belonged to the category of very old people.” The hospital issued a medical report for him stating that he has no persistent illness nor is old enough (to benefit from a special amnesty). The reports in question were demanded from the hospital whether his situation falls under Article 104 of the Constitution and Article 399 of the CMUK, although the prisoner did not ask to enjoy the provisions of these articles.

003) Asaf Şah (Kurtuluş), Antakya Samandağ Prison, 03.01.1996

004) Ayten Öztürk (Kurtuluş), Ankara Central Closed Prison, 13.10.1997.

Ankara SSC Public Prosecution Office opened a trial against Ayten Öztürk. The indictment dated 10 June requested a sentence under Article 168/1 of the TPC. The indictment accused Öztürk of “being among the executives having a special duty within the armed gang DHKP-C. The leaflets and stamps which were distributed by defendants Süleyman Gökçen Bilgenoğlu and Fırat Yıldız in Bolu on 30 April 1997 and whose contents were stated in the introduction were prepared and sent to Bolu via the İstanbul office of the newspaper Kurtuluş; this reveals that Öztürk was an authority within the organization having a special duty.”

In the third session of the trial in Ankara SSC on 19 September, an arrest warrant in absentia was issued for Ayten Öztürk. Öztürk surrendered on 13 October. In the hearing on 10 December, she was sentenced to 4 years 6 months in prison. An appeal to the decision was underway. 

005) Fatma Hülya Tümgan (Kurtuluş), Ankara Central Closed Prison, 26.02.1994

006) Hamide Öztürk (Kurtuluş), Bayrampaşa Prison, 11.04.1996

007) Sadık Çelik (Kurtuluş), Bursa Special Type Prison, 29.12.1995

008) Nazan Yılmaz (Kurtuluş), Sakarya Prison, 29.12.1995.

Sadık Çelik and Nazan Yılmaz were detained by the police in charge at Zonguldak Police HQ on 23 December 1995. Since Zonguldak falls under the jurisdiction of Ankara SSC, Nazan Yılmaz was brought to Ankara. Ankara SSC remanded her on 29 December 1995. Ankara SSC Public Prosecution Chief Office opened a trial on 10 January 1996 under Article 168/2 of the TPC. The prosecution office claimed that Sadık Çelik had refused to testify to the police, which indicated that he admitted the offense. On 17 October 1996, Ankara SSC sentenced Yılmaz to 12 years 6 months in prison. The detailed verdict of Ankara SSC claimed, “she took copies of the journal from İstanbul to Zonguldak, and forwarded them to Bartın, Karabük, Kastamonu and Düzce.” 

009) Necla Can (Kurtuluş), Ümraniye Prison, 20.04.1995

010) Semiha Topal (Kurtuluş), Malatya Prison, 12.12.1995

011) Ufuk Doğbay (Kurtuluş), Bayrampaşa Prison, 26.07.1996

012) Veysel Eroğlu (Kurtuluş), Ankara Central Close Prison, 26.06.1994

013) Yazgül Güder Öztürk (Kurtuluş), Bayrampaşa Prison, 21.07.1995

014) Şevket Dalboy (Kurtuluş), Bayrampaşa Prison, 

015) Fatma Bilgin (Kurtuluş), Malatya Prison, December 1995

016) Ali Sinan Çağlar (Mücadele), Konya Prison, 13.08.1994

017) Aysel Bölücek (Mücadele), Çanakkale Prison, 18.10.1994

018) Burhan Kardaş (Mücadele), Aydın Prison, 04.04.1995.

Burhan Kardaş was detained by the police in charge at Ankara Police HQ Anti-Terror Department, when he was the representative of the Ankara office of the journal Mücadele. Ankara SSC remanded him. He was released on 18 October 1994. However, he was arrested once more on 4 April 1995. The Forensic Institute in Ankara detected traces of torture on the body of Burhan Kardaş and issued a medical report dated 13 January 1994 certifying his inability to work for 7 days.

The documents in the archive of the office were used against him as evidence. Ankara SSC Prosecution Chief Office opened a trial against him on 22 February 1994 under Article 168/2 of the TPC. He was indicted for: “… resisting the police during a raid on the office of the newspaper on 12 January 1994; shouting slogans; participating in a hunger strike and refusing to testify in detention; making victory signs while being shown to the press when he was in police custody; being the Ankara representative of the newspaper Mücadele which is the publication of the illegal organization; keeping news bulletins and leaflets of the Revolutionary Left, and pictures and posters of members of the Revolutionary Left, who were captured dead by security forces, in the office of the newspaper; enabling the illegal organization Revolutionary Left to recruit members through allowing it to use the office of the newspaper as a base.” Ankara SSC sentenced Burhan Kardaş to 12 years 6 months in prison on the basis of these accusations.

019) Hanım Harman (Mücadele), Sakarya Prison, 04.02.1994

020) Hüseyin Solak (Mücadele), Bursa Prison, September 1993

021) Özgür Güdenoğlu (Mücadele), Niğde Prison, 20.05.1994

022) Özlem Türk (Mücadele), Ankara Central Closed Prison, 1995

023) Serdar Gelir (Mücadele), Çankırı Prison, 26.04.1994

024) Utku Deniz Sirkeci (Mücadele), Aydın Prison, 13.08.1994

025) Asiye Güzel Zeybek (Atılım), Gebze Prison, 06.03.1993 

026) Bülent Öner (Atılım), Adana Kürkçüler Prison, 19.06.1995

Bülent Öner was detained on 15 June 1995 in a raid on Mersin Office of the newspaper Atılım by police officers from Mersin Police HQ Anti-Terror Department. He was subsequently arrested and put in prison. Konya SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against Öner on accusations of “being a member of MLKP” under Article 168/2 of the TPC. The indictment accused him of “hanging placards with pictures of Hasan Ocak, (
) a member of the organization, on İstiklal Street on 15 June 1995, hanging placards in the city, distributing leaflets, writing slogans in favor of the illegal organization on the walls, and being captured with some documents of the organization at the office of the newspaper Atılım.” Bülent Öner was sentenced to 12 years 6 months in prison.

027) Fatma Harman (Atılım), Sakarya Prison, 19.06.1995

Fatma Harman was detained by police in charge at Mersin Police HQ Anti-Terror Department, raiding the office of the newspaper Atılım in Mersin on 15 June 1995. Mersin Penal Court remanded her. A trial was opened against her by Konya SSC Prosecution Office on 4 August 1995, because Mersin falls under the jurisdiction of Konya SSC. To support the accusations that she was a member of an illegal organization, she was indicted on charges such as “her situation was formerly notified to the judicial authorities because of her activities in the TKP/ML, she started to work in 1995 for Atılım, which is a publication of the organization, she participated in activities of distributing posters and leaflets sent from the office of the journal in İstanbul and she was arrested in the office of the journal on 15 June 1995 while there were many documents of the organization.” Konya SSC sentenced her to 12 years and 6 months in prison under Article 168/2 of the TPC in 1996 on the accusations of “being a member of an illegal organization.”

028)
İbrahim Çiçek (Atılım), Bayrampaşa Prison, 28.03.1996 

029)
Mesut Bozkurt (Atılım), Sakarya Prison, 19.06.1995

030)
Nabi Kımran (Atılım), Sakarya Prison, 10.09.1996

031)
Servet Demirpençe (Atılım), Gebze Prison, August 1997

032)
Bektaş Cansever (Devrimci Çözüm), Gebze Prison, 07.01.1997

033)
İbrahim Özen (Devrimci Çözüm), Gebze Prison, 07.01.1994

İbrahim Özen was detained by the police from the Anti-Terror Department of İstanbul Police HQ on 28 December 1993 and put on remand on 7 January 1994. 

İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against him and 11 of his friends on 26 January 1994. He was indicted under Article 168/1 of the TPC for “having a special duty within an armed gang established to commit crimes.” However, the only evidence was his statement to the police under torture. In the course of the trial at İstanbul SSC, İbrahim Özen refused the accusations and said that the police had forced him to sign a fake testimony under torture. 

Özen, owner of the journal Devrimci Çözüm, was sentenced to 12 years 6 months in prison on 28 November 1996 under Article 168/2 of the TPC on the accusations of “being a member of an illegal organization.” The detailed verdict referred to his ownership of the journal: “The defendants İbrahim Özen and Kemal Topalak are among a split group of the DHKP-C (Revolutionary Left) which aims at replacing the existent Constitutional regime in Turkey with a regime based on Marxist-Leninist principles through a revolt. They published the journal Devrimci Çözüm to achieve this aim and the office of the journal was used for activities of the organization. This has been established in the light of the evidence.” Özen had formerly been put on trial several times under Article 7/2 of the Anti-Terror Law and Article 312/2 of the TPC for articles published in the journal.

034)
Kemal Topalak (Devrimci Çözüm), Gebze Prison, 07.01.1994

035)
Mehmet Güvel (İşçi Hareketi), Bayrampaşa Prison, 01.08.1995

036)
Mehmet Yaman (İşçi Hareketi), Bayrampaşa Prison
037)
Mustafa Tokur (İşçi Hareketi), Bayrampaşa Prison

038)
Raşit Dörtyol (İşçi Hareketi), Bergama Prison 

039)
Şemsettin Kalkan (İşçi Hareketi), Ceyhan Prison
040)
Erdal Doğan (Alınteri), Bursa Prison, 14.07.1995

Erdal Doğan was detained by police in charge at Ankara Police HQ Anti-Terror Department on 10 July 1995. He was remanded on 14 July 1995. Ankara SSC Prosecution Office put him on trial on 18 July 1995 under Article 168/2 TPC. In the hearing at Ankara SSC he refused all accusations. The following statement was taken from the detailed court verdict dated 23 January 1996: “He is a member of the TİKB and a reporter for Alınteri, which is a seemingly legal publication of this organization … many copies of the journal were found in his bag …” He was sentenced to 12 years 6 months in prison.

041)
Serpil Güneş (Alınteri), Uşak Prison, 09.09.1996

042)
Nuray Gezici (Yoksul Halkın Gücü), Çanakkale Prison 

043)
Sinan Yavuz (Yoksul Halkın Gücü), Çanakkale Prison

044)
Bülent Sümbül (Özgür Halk), Diyarbakır Bismil Prison

045)
Müştak Erhan İl (Devrimci Emek), Bayrampaşa Prison

046)
Özgür Öktem (Devrimci Emek), Bayrampaşa Prison

047)
Hayrettin Ayhan (Gerçek), Bursa Prison

048)
Özgür Çelik (Halkın Günlüğü), Bayrampaşa Prison

049)
Kemal Evcimen (Özgür Karadeniz), Erzurum Prison

050)
Barış Yıldırım (Tavır), Aydın Prison

051)
Yasemin Okuyucu (Devrimci Gençlik), Bayrampaşa Prison

052)
Ali İhsan Batasul (Partizan Sesi), Ümraniye

053)
Bayram Namaz (Atılım), Bayrampaşa

054)
Hacı Boğatekin (Fırat), Adıyaman Gerger Prison

055)
Zabit İltemur (Atılım) 

Journalists released in 1997:
056)
Abidin Kızıldere (İşçi Hareketi), Buca Prison
057)
Adil Harmancı (Demokrasi), Van Prison, 29.11.1996-24.02.1997
058)
Adil Kurt (Newroz), January 1996-June 1997
059)
Ali Toprak (Atılım), Ankara Central Closed Prison, 31.10.1995-1997

Ali Toprak was detained on 20 October 1995 by police officers from the Anti-Terror Department of Ankara Police HQ while watching a rally as a reporter. He was arrested on 31 October 1995 by Ankara SSC and sent to prison. Ankara SSC Prosecution Office indicted Ali Toprak under Article 168/2 of the TPC. The accusations in the indictment were: “It has become certain that Ali Toprak is a member of the armed gang MLKP/KGÖ, the defendant is the bureau chief of the newspaper Atılım which is a supposedly legal publication, and has made propaganda for the organization. During searches carried out on 7 July 1995 and 20 October 1995 at the bureau of the newspaper Atılım which he is in charge of, numerous confiscated issues of the newspaper were found.”

At Ankara SSC Ali Toprak rejected the accusations, and stated that the newspaper Atılım, which he was in charge at, had no relation with any organization but was a socialist newspaper, the issues found at the office belonged to Sun Publications which prints the newspaper, and the accusations against him had no concrete basis. The verdict issued on 4 February 1997 by the court sentenced Ali Toprak to 12 years 6 months in prison under Article 168/2 of the TPC. The Court of Cassation quashed the judgment. Subsequently, Ali Toprak was released.

060)
Ali Yolcu (Mücadele), Antakya Prison, 26.10.1995-02.10.1997
061)
Ali Yılmaz (Atılım), 16.03.1995-February 1997
062)
Altan Koman (Atılım), İskenderun Prison, 25.06.1996-25.02.1997
063)
Ayfer Arife (Tavır), Adana Prison, date of arrest: 15 Ocak 1997 
064)
Beyazıt Ekiz (Kızılbayrak), Kasım 1996-26.02.1997
065)
Bülent Ecevit Özdemir (Kurtuluş), Konya Prison, 07.12.1995-1997
066)
Cuma Akın (Özgür Halk), Diyarbakır Prison, 17.11.1996-1997
067)
Duygu Tuna (Kızılbayrak), November 1996-26.02.1997
068)
Emin Konar (Özgür Halk), Elazığ Prison, 28.06.1996-25.09.1997
069)
Esra Yıldırım (Kurtuluş), Trabzon Prison, November 1996-1997
070) 
Gülcan Sarıoğlu (Kurtuluş), Nevşehir Prison, 01.11.1994-1997

Gülcan Sarıoğlu was detained on 23 October 1994 during a police raid against Antakya Office of the newspaper Mücadele, and arrested on 1 November 1994 by the Penal Court. She was put on trial on 5 January 1995 under Article 168/2 of the TPC.

The indictment included the following claims: “It has been determined that while the security officers were trying to carry out a search at the bureau of the newspaper Gülcan Sarıoğlu tried to prevent the search by shouting slogans, confiscated newspapers and a placard were found during the search, the defendants made propaganda for the organization to visitors of the office of the newspaper and sometimes gave placards and posters to them asking them to hang them at various places in the city.”

In her defense at Malatya SSC, Sarıoğlu rejected the accusations, and stated that she was a staff member of the newspaper. The prosecutor changed his opinion as to the accusations, and demanded that she should be sentenced under Article 169 of the TPC. In the trial that ended on 26 October 1995, Gülcan Sarıoğlu was sentenced to 3 years 9 months in prison under Article 169 of the TPC for “aiding the illegal Devrimci Sol and sheltering its members.” Gülcan Sarıoğlu was released after completing her prison term.

071)
Hafize Sayran (Kurtuluş), released in 1997 
072)
Halil Aksu (Kurtuluş), Ankara Central Closed Prison, 04.04.1997-06.06.1997
073)
Hasan Abalı (Atılım), Mersin Prison, 24.06.1995-1997
074)
İsmail Güneş (Özgür Gündem), 11.12.1993-13.11.1997
075)
İzzet Baran (Özgür Halk), Mersin Prison, 06.05.1996-02.10.1997
076)
Mehmet Akdemir (İşçi Hareketi), Buca Prison, 24.11.1994-1997
077)
Metin Alhas (Mücadele), Antakya Prison, 23.10.1994-1997
078)
Mustafa Coşkun (Partizan Sesi), Elbistan Prison, 18.05.1995-25.10.1997
079)
Mustafa Kar (Yerel Şafak), Antep Araban Prison, 1996-1997
080)
Muteber Yıldırım (Özgür Ülke), Bakırköy Prison for Women and Juveniles, 19.11.96-19.03.97
081)
Nilgün Kemik (İşçi Hareketi), Adana Kürkçüler Prison, released in 1997 
082)
Nuray Tekdağ (Özgür Halk), Batman Prison, 31.10.1995-02.02.1997
083)
Nurcan Turgut (Demokrasi), Nevşehir Prison, 28.06.1996-25.09.1997
084)
Özgür Çavuşoğlu (Atılım), Buca Prison, 17.11.1996-1997
085)
Sedat Hayta (Devrimci Emek), Bayrampaşa Prison, 01.01.1996-1997
086)
Süleyman Yaman (Newroz), Malatya Prison, 1995-May 1997
087)
Tekin Aygün (Kurtuluş), 25.04.1996-1997
088)
Teoman Gül (Newroz), Malatya Prison, 01.12.1994-July 1997
089)
Veli Aydın (Özgür Gelecek), Bayrampaşa Prison, 20.04.1996-30.10.1997
090)
Volkan Aydın (Kurtuluş), Ankara Central Closed Prison, 10.04.1997-02.06.1997
091)
Abdulkadir Konuksever (ATV), Diyarbakır Prison, 04.06.1997-29.09.1997
092)
Ahmet Sümbül (Demokrasi), Diyarbakır Prison, 04.06.1997-29.09.1997
093) Zeynel Bağır (Demokrasi), Diyarbakır Prison, 25.07.1997-29.09.1997

Journalists prosecuted on testimonies of the confessors Murat İpek and Murat Demir

On the testimonies of confessor PKK militants Murat Demir and Murat İpek, known for their explanations of contra-guerilla and murders by unknown assailants, an investigation was started against journalists who interviewed with them. As a result of the investigation, Ahmet Sümbül, reporter for the now-defunct newspaper Demokrasi, and Abdülkadir Konuksever, reporter with the private TV channel ATV, were detained in Diyarbakır. The journalists were remanded on 4 June, on the grounds that “they manipulated” Murat İpek and Murat Demir “during an interview”.

Meanwhile, Zeynel Bağır, Diyarbakır representative of the defunct newspaper Demokrasi, was detained by the political police in Diyarbakır Courthouse, where he went on 24 July in order to give testimony because of a traffic accident. He was remanded on 25 July. Diyarbakır SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against the journalists mentioned above, as well as Sanlı Ekin, former news editor of Demokrasi, and Temel Demirer, former Ankara news editor with the same, requesting sentences of between 3 to 5 years in prison under Article 169 of the TPC with the claim that they “threatened and forced the confessor militants for the interview,” thus “aided the illegal organization”. (
)

The trial started at Diyarbakır SSC on 11 August. In the hearing, Temel Demirer said that Murat Demir and Murat İpek had talked to some 50 journalists so far and he, too, had interviews with them in public places. He also mentioned the allegations of Hanefi Avcı, former Deputy Chairman of the Intelligence Department of the Security General Directorate, who said that the two confessor militants were manipulated by somebody to divert the public from facts. Demirer said “If the court will punish me since I am the representative of a dissident paper, I consent to this punishment, however, I have not committed the alleged crime. We do not want any journalist to be prosecuted, but almost 50 people interviewed these people, why are we on trial?” In the hearing on 29 September Zeynel Bağır, Ahmet Sümbül and Abdülkadir Konuksever were released.

The trial ended in acquittal of the journalists on 22 September 1998. Diyarbakır SSC lodged an official complaint against Ahmet Sümbül under Article 536 of the TPC on the accusations of possession of illegal publications. In the hearing, Ahmet Sümbül stated that the confessor militants had called the newspaper; he had found them on request of his chief; but Sanlı Ekin and Temel Demirer had made the interview. Konuksever asked how he could threat people that made confessions without being afraid of the state and the PKK. ATV Diyarbakır Representative Nevzat Bingöl, who was heard as a witness, stated that he had participated in the interviews with Murat Demir and Murat İpek but that he had not been put on trial. Bingöl said that Murat İpek had told them about the attack on the local TV channel DEHA which broadcasts in Denizli and murders of Musa Anter and Bişenk Anık. He stated that it was impossible for the journalists to threat and frighten confessor militants. 

094)
Mehmet Kargılar (Kurtuluş), Adana Prison, 24.09.1996-04.09.1997

095)
Yıldız Gemicioğlu (Kurtuluş), Adana Prison, 23.06.1996-1997

d) Law on Editor-in-Chiefs 

The increase in the number of arrested or convicted journalists because of their profession led to certain legal amendments, thanks to the efforts by the Initiative for Freedom of Thought, ÇGD, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) and Reporters Without Borders (RSF). However, instead of eliminating restrictions on the freedom of communication, the authorities preferred to release certain journalists, first and foremost Işık Yurtçu, whose imprisonment or prosecutions had led to international protests, or to suspend the prosecution. On the other hand, the draft law by Minister of State Hikmet Sami Türk, which proposed a reduction in the sentences stipulated in certain laws that restrict the freedom of though, was pigeonholed because of the reactions by ANAP, DYP and RP.

Members of the “Campaign for Freedom of Press,” pioneered by the Press Council and constituted by IPI (International Press Institute), the Committee to Protect Journalists, Reporters Without Borders and the Union of Turkish Newspaper Owners carried out a mission in Turkey in July, and visited many authorities including President Süleyman Demirel and some journalists. President Demirel received the committee on 13 July and stated “I promise that I will use my power when the file of Işık Yurtçu comes to me. Justice is the only authority to imprison journalists and judiciary is independent in this country”. 

Afterwards, the committee visited Minister of Foreign Affairs İsmail Cem, Minister of Justice Oltan Sungurlu, Minister of National Defense İsmet Sezgin and DTP General President Hüsamettin Cindoruk. Terry Anderson, President of the CPJ, stated in the meeting with Sungurlu that 80 of the 180 journalists imprisoned worldwide were in Turkey and that Turkey was on the same list with Libya, Ethiopia, China and Burma. Robert Menard, General Secretary of the RSF, reminded that 20 journalists were murdered in Turkey, but that the perpetrators could not be brought to justice.

After the meeting, Minister of Justice Oltan Sungurlu ordered General Director of Prisons Hüseyin Turgut to prepare a new list of journalists in prisons. The Ministry of Justice later disclosed that there were 84 arrested and convicted journalists in the prisons. However, this figure did not include the journalists imprisoned under Articles 168 and 169 of the TPC. Minister Sungurlu stated that 49 people out of the 158 people included in the list submitted by the committee were in no way related to journalism and that the names of 29 journalists in that list could not be found in the prison records despite all efforts.

As a result of the debates triggered by the campaign for the release of Işık Yurtçu, the editor-in-chief of the newspaper Özgür Gündem, a bill (Law No. 4304 on Suspension of Trials Opened and Sentences Given for the Crimes Committed by Editor-in-Chiefs) passed Parliament on 14 August, suspending for three years prison terms given to or trials opened against journalists in their capacity as “editor-in-chief” until 12 July 1997. After this law was adopted, at least 11 journalists were released. Afterwards, many publishers benefited from this law. The law became known as the Işık Yurtçu or the editor-in-chief law.

Journalists Released in line with the Law on Editor-in-Chiefs

096) Işık Yurtçu (Özgür Gündem), Saray Prison.

Writer-journalist Işık Yurtçu, who was the editor-in-chief of Özgür Gündem newspaper in 1991 and 1992, was arrested and put in prison after the Court of Cassation upheld the sentence of 15 years 10 months in prison, given with the claim of “separatist propaganda” (Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law). He was released from Saray Prison on 15 August in line with the Law on Editor-in-Chiefs.

Işık Yurtçu, the first editor-in-chief of Özgür Gündem, was detained in İstanbul Ortaköy on 28 December 1994 after some of the sentences he had received were confirmed by the Court of Cassation. He was arrested on 30 December 1994 after 2-day detention. Almost 100 trials had been brought against Işık Yurtçu under Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the Anti-Terror Law and Articles 159 and 312 of the TPC. As a result, his total prison sentences amounted to 16 years and fines to TL 1 billion and 633 million. Some of the sentences were revised after the amendment to Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law. However, this resulted only in a decrease of the sentences and fines given to him. The total of prison sentences of Yurtçu were calculated as 14 years and total of fines as approximately TL 2 billion and 500 million. Işık Yurtçu remained in prison because of other prison sentences given to him. A total of 26 trials were brought against him under Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the Anti-Terror Law for the 8-month period he worked for Özgür Gündem. The total prison sentences of Işık Yurtçu were 10 years 6 months after the amendment to the Anti-Terror Law. As a result of the international campaign initiated by the International Committee to Protect Journalists and Reporters Without Borders, official attempts were made for the release of Yurtçu. Yurtçu rejected the pardon offered by President Süleyman Demirel. Işık Yurtçu was released on 15 August. The “1996 International Press Award” was given to Işık Yurtçu due to “his courage and consistency in the struggle for freedom of press” in Saray Closed Prison on 15 July by Terry Anderson, Executive Board Member of the CPJ. In his speech outside the prison, Anderson stated that Işık Yurtçu became the symbol of the struggle for freedom of press. He said: “During the meetings with officials, we obtained a promise that more freedom of speech would be provided to journalists in Turkey”.

097) Naile Tuncer (Devrimci Proleterya), Gebze Prison

Naile Tuncer, former editor-in-chief of the journal Devrimci Proleterya, had been prosecuted under various articles of the Anti-Terror Law because of the articles published in the journal. Tuncer was released from Gebze Prison on 18 August.

098) Mustafa Aslan (Newroz), Bayrampaşa Prison.

Mustafa Aslan, editor-in-chief of the journal Newroz, had been prosecuted with the claim that “separatist propaganda was made” in articles published in the journal. 

099) Hatice Onaran (Devrimci Çözüm), Gebze Prison

Hatice Onaran, former editor-in-chief of the journal Devrimci Çözüm, was sentenced to 6 years 10 months in prison under Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law because of certain articles published in the journal. Onaran was arrested on 19 March 1996 and released from Gebze Prison. 

100) Mustafa Demirağ (Özgür Gelecek), Sakarya E Type Prison

Mustafa Demirağ, editor-in-chief of the journal Özgür Gelecek, was arrested on 12 May 1996. He was prosecuted under Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law in connection with certain news stories published in the journal, and sentenced to 6 years 10 months in prison. Demirağ was released from Sakarya Prison.

101) Fatih Yeşilbağ (Özgür Gündem), Gemlik (Bursa) Prison

Fatih Yeşilbağ, former editor-in-chief of the newspaper Özgür Gündem, was prosecuted under Article 159 of the TPC because of articles published in the newspaper, and arrested in August 1996. He was released from Gemlik Prison on 16 August 1997.

102) Haydar Demir (Emeğin Bayrağı), Nevşehir Prison

Haydar Demir, owner and editor-in-chief of the journal Emeğin Bayrağı, was prosecuted under Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the Anti-Terror Law and Article 312 of the TPC because of articles published in the newspaper. He was arrested on 22 December 1996 and he could not benefit from the Law on the Editor-in-Chiefs. He remained in Nevşehir Prison for a while and was released later.

103) Güray Ülkü (Kızılbayrak), Bayrampaşa Prison

Güray Ülkü, former editor-in-chief of the journal Kızılbayrak, was arrested on 3 October 1995, prosecuted for membership to an illegal organization under Article 168/2 of the TPC and acquitted. Ülkü was released from Bayrampaşa Prison on 30 January. While his prosecution in 22 trials brought under the TPC and Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law were continuing, his punishment was suspended in line with the Law on the Editor-in-Chiefs numbered 4304.

104)
Bülent Balta (Özgür Gündem), Kırklareli Prison 

105)
Kadri Teymur (Kızılbayrak) 

106)
Salih Bal (Medya Güneşi), Bayrampaşa Prison

After the law was passed, many trials were suspended. For example, the trial opened at the General Staff Military Court against 4 journalists, Naile Tuncer (former editor-in-chief of the journal Devrimci Proleterya), Bülent Aydın (editor-in-chief of the newspaper Yeni Ülke), Badeyel Kıran (editor-in-chief of the now defunct newspaper Yeni Politika), and Süleyman Baş (editor-in-chief of the now defunct journal Militan Gençlik), with the claim that “they alienated people from performing military service,” was suspended in line with the Law on the Editor-in-Chiefs numbered 4304. This decision was promulgated in the Official Gazette on 23 November.

e) Pressures on and attacks against the journalists and publications

In 1997, many journalists were attacked or subjected to pressure through detention while they were on duty or due to their duties. Some relevant examples are:

After the hearing of a case against defendants “who were claimed to have killed MHP Maltepe District Chairman Nihat Uygun and to be TİKB members” on 20 January, journalists were attacked by a group of 50-60 MHP supporters. Milliyet reporter Efe Erdem, Yeni Yüzyıl reporter Hülya Köylü and Interstar Television cameraman Kürşat Özdemir were attacked by the crowd. The police did not hinder the MHP supporters during the event and the journalists were not allowed to get out of the SSC building.

During the İzmir visit of Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan on 27 January, Yeni Asır reporter Turan Gültekin and Güray Koraltan, cameraman for the local TV channel Yeni TV, were beaten by the police when they were trying to record images of the quarrel between a guard police officer and RP MP İsmail Yılmaz.

The Adana Office of the journal Tavır was burnt down on the evening of 28 January. Adana representative Eylem İleri stated that the office was raided by police officers from the Associations Desk at noon. He said “We closed the office in the evening and left. However, we came back when we saw that we had forgotten the keys. When we went upstairs, someone with a black mask was burning down the office. He ran away when he saw us”. İleri said that the windows of the office were broken before the attack.

Mehmet Ali Parmaksız, Alanya reporter with Hürriyet and Secretary General of Alanya Journalists’ Association, was attacked on 3 February in connection with a news story he wrote. His membrane burst and the wound on his lip needed 8 stitches. Alanya Sports Club President Mehmet Nazif Hacıkadiroğlu and club manager Hasan Çolak threatened him with a gun when he went to the police station to identify the assailants. Necati Özkan, Kerim Tutar and İbrahim Ergeç, who were claimed to have beaten Mehmet Ali Parmaksız on orders of Alanya Sports Club President Mehmet Nazif Hacıkadiroğlu, were detained. 

Nadire Mater, the Representative of the Reporters Without Borders in Turkey, and two Finnish journalists were detained in Seyrantepe, Diyarbakır, on 14 March. The journalists were released about one hour later.

The anti-riot squad and plainclothes police officers raided the Taksim office of the journal Devrimci Gençlik and detained staff members and 32 students in the office, aged between 15 and 20. The office of the journal was blockaded on 15 March by about 80 anti-riot and plainclothes police officers. They raided the office, entered by knocking down the door and detained 32 students and journal employees among whom there was a kid. Later the police made a search in the office. The police also prevented journalists from entering the office.

Hatun Temizalp, staff member of the journal Proleter Halkın Birliği, disclosed that her arm was broken under torture when she was detained in İstanbul on 7 March. Hatun Temizalp held a press conference in the HRA İstanbul Branch on 15 March, and stated that the forensic doctor bandaged her arm but the SSC Prosecutor put the bandage off her by saying, “You have no injury”. Temizalp said that they she and her friends were beaten by the police at the SSC.

The police raided the office of the Deng Publishing House in İstanbul on 4 February, and detained employees Ömür Kaya Hanzey and Özgür Basut, people who were there for help, Fahrettin Başyeşil, Özkan Faydalı, Ahmet Özkol and Bülent Yıldız, and the driver of the pickup hired to carry books, Ahmet Özkan. The police seized the books in the warehouse.

Tanju Kuruözü, a reporter with the journal Özgür Halk, was detained during the Newroz meeting in Tandoğan Square in Ankara on 22 March. Tanju Kuruözü made a statement after release. He said that he was taken to the security building and then to the Özgür Halk office. He was beaten when he requested a lawyer. Kuruözü disclosed that the archives of the journal were seized, he was taken to the security building again after the raid and forced to sign minutes on the search. Kuruözü said that a lawyer came as he repeated his request for a lawyer.

Özcan Güneş, Urfa reporter of the daily Cumhuriyet, was detained in the night of 1 April. It was discerned that Güneş was detained “since he provoked his friends against a television producer who made programs against him.” Güneş was kept in detention for 15 hours. He stated that he was detained with the instruction of Urfa Governor Şehabettin Harput who was disturbed by the news he made about the fundamentalist staff in the Directorate of Provincial National Education.

Mahsuni Yılmaz, Urfa representative of the newspaper Dayanışma, was detained in İstanbul Tuzla on 23 April. After release he disclosed that he was tortured in Tuzla Gendarmerie Station and İstanbul Command of Gendarmerie Regiment for four days and threatened to become an informer.

Hatice Tabur, reporter with the TV channel Hisar TV broadcasting in Gaziantep, was beaten by police officer Burhan Kara in Gaziantep Police HQ where she went for a news story. During the incident, cameraman Mustafa Erdoğan was locked up in a room and detained for a while.

Hüseyin Vuran (21) came to the headquarters of Doğan Media Group, which also included the newspaper Hürriyet, at 8.10am on 12 May and seized the weapons of the security officer outside the building and of the officer at the entrance door with his toy gun and knife. He fired some shots and went to the 13th floor with offices of writers and managers. Here, he injured cleaning officer Hüseyin Alkır to the leg. He surrendered after negotiating with the police and newspaper officials. In his testimony to the political police, he stated that he was influenced by accusations of Deputy Prime Minister Tansu Çiller in the meeting on 11 May. Hüseyin Vuran was arrested on 13 May and indicted by Bakırköy Public Prosecution Office on 20 May, with the request of 69 years in prison. The trial, which began at Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 4, was under way. 

Gendarmes detained the journalists Erdal Güler and Özgür Çelik (Partizan Sesi), Ali Çoban (Kızılbayrak), Dilaver Peker (Atılım) and İlker Yıldız (Kurtuluş), when they went to Aliağa district of İzmir on 7 July to follow a feast. Dilaver Peker, who was beaten in detention, was taken to Aliağa State Hospital when his situation got worse. The journalists except Özgür Çelik were released.

An armed attack was carried out against the building of the local radio station “Yöre” in Yüksekova district of Hakkari. There were no casualties since there was no one in the building.

Producer Mehmet Ali Öner and cameraman Murat Sis, who were filming outside the building of the newspaper Öncü on 20 September for a program to be broadcast on TV Kanal D, were beaten by people coming from the building. After the event, Önel and Sis received medical reports certifying their inability to work for 3 and 2 days, respectively. The newspaper officials were detained after the attack, but they were released soon.

The police took security precautions around Adana SSC because of news stories, which read that the hearings in Adana and its neighborhood would be held on 30 September in order to transform the prisons into cells when the prisoners were away. The police detained Gündem reporter Ramazan Ötünç, HRA Adana Branch executive member Songül Çapartaş, Atılım reporter Enver Alpşar, Kurtuluş reporter Ali Yüksel, Tavır reporter Kemal Gürsoy and Abdurrahman Kara and Ferdi Özmen. The detainees were released after 6 hours.

Four Italian journalists and Aynur Cihan Alak, owner of the journal Tavır who was guiding them, were detained in Fatsa District of Ordu while they were making film recordings on 9 October. The 4 Italian journalists were released later, and Aynur Cihan Alak on 10 October. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs disclosed that the journalists Orsola Casagrande, Matteo del Bo, Carmela d’Anzuoni and Paolo Campana had been detained for “filming without permission,” they were employed in the newspaper Il Manifesto and were making a film for a Swiss television.

The police raided the office of the newspaper Yeni Özgür Karadeniz, published in Trabzon, on 15 October. Editor-in-chief Ayhan Muratoğlu and guests Elif Oktay and Mücahit Bayrak were detained during the raid.

Müslüm Bayrak, former editor-in-chief of the journal Newroz, was detained in İdebağlar village of Şarköy, Tekirdağ, where he worked as a teacher, on 31 October. He was detained by soldiers and delivered to the police. Çatak was brought to İstanbul SSC. He was released by İstanbul SSC in line with the Law on Editor-in-Chiefs numbered 4304. 

Police officers raided the office of the journal Halkın Günlüğü in Çemberlitaş, İstanbul, on 10 November, and detained editor-in-chief İsmet Büyükyağcı, reporter Devrim Bozkurt, and 6 guests. The detainees were released on 15 November. Emek newspaper Afyon reporter Hikmet Erbilgin was threatened by the police on 2 December. It was stated that Hikmet Erbilgin went to Afyon bus terminal at 12pm to meet his friend. He was taken out of the terminal by the police for an ID check and threatened by being reminded of the Metin Göktepe event. 

Anatolian News Agency reporter Ayten Aydın, Hürriyet reporter Leyla Karakoç, Akşam reporter Önder Kiremitçi, Radikal reporter Gülşah Çınar and Ülkede Gündem reporter Faruk Arhan were harassed by Necati Kurt, protection police officer of SSC Prosecutor Erdal Gökçen, when they were taking pictures of soldiers beating prisoners of a DHKP-C trial at İstanbul SSC on 3 December. 

Journalists covering a demonstration held by the Six-Point Association of the Blind, in Ankara, were beaten by some officials in charge at Ankara Metropolitan Municipality. On 5 December, the members of the Association made a press statement outside Kurtuluş Station in Ankara Metro for Nejdet Yılmazer, member of the Executive Board of Osmaniye Branch of the Association, who fell into a pit in front of the above mentioned station. The group and the journalists then wanted to get on the metro and go to Kızılay Square. At that time, some members of the association were attacked by plainclothes people, allegedly in charge at the Metropolitan Municipality. When the group arrived at Kızılay Station, the officers of the Municipality attacked the journalists, kicked and punched them and hit them with walkie-talkies to prevent them from taking pictures. Bayram Kılıç, cameraman with İhlas News Agency, and Barış Erbektaş, reporter for Emek, were wounded during the incident.

Pressures on Publications

The most distinct violation of freedom of information was the prohibition of two newspapers from entering the State of Emergency Region (OHAL). The distribution of the dailies Emek and Ülkede Gündem was prohibited in the State of Emergency Region after 16 September. The distribution trucks were stopped at Pirinçlik Gendarmerie Station at Diyarbakır entrance and the copies of the newspapers were seized. Thus, the newspapers could not be distributed in Diyarbakır, Batman, Siirt, Van, Hakkari, Mardin and Şırnak and their districts. Newspapers sent to Diyarbakır by plane after 30 September could be distributed occasionally. However, the copies sent by plane were also seized starting from 18 October. 

Employees of Ülkede Gündem and Emek were detained, beaten and threatened when they went to the airport. In addition, most vendors in the region gave up selling these two newspapers since lists of people buying Ülkede Gündem and Emek were requested from them. Afterwards, the vehicles of the distribution companies were stopped in city centers, copies of the newspapers were seized and the drivers of the vehicles were threatened.

The State of Emergency Regional Governorate said, “We have no information,” in response to requests by press organizations, officials of the newspapers and NGOs. State of Emergency Regional Governor Aydın Arslan stated that they did not take such decision, and argued that they would follow the procedures in case a decision of confiscation was issued. Aslan said, “It is probable that Diyarbakır Provincial Governor took this decision”. However, Diyarbakır Governor declared that such an instruction was not given.

Officials of the newspapers appealed to Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz, Minister of State responsible for the press, Cavit Kavak, Minister of Interior Affairs Murat Başesgioğlu, Diyarbakır Governor and State of Emergency Regional Governor Aydın Aslan. But these appeals were fruitless.

The Turkish Journalists’ Association sent a protest telegram to Minister of Interior Affairs Murat Başesgioğlu on the prevention of Emek and Ülkede Gündem in Diyarbakır. In the telegram, it was stated that the vehicle of the distribution company that took newspapers from Adana to Diyarbakır was searched by gendarmes from Pirinçlik Gendarmerie Station and 7000 copies of the newspapers were seized, which did not comply with the freedom of press. It was emphasized, “it is illegal to prevent any newspaper reaching its readers without the decision of a court” and the Ministry was requested to take relevant measures to prevent reoccurrence of such acts. RSF Secretary General Robert Menard also protested the practice in a letter he sent to Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz.

Three plainclothes police officers raided the office of the newspaper Emek in Diyarbakır on 18 September. The police officers left the office after the search. The office was raided again at about 10am on 25 September. Four police officers with machine guns threatened the people in the office, and seized certain documents.

Officials and lawyers of both newspapers went to Diyarbakır and met the Commander of Pirinçlik Gendarmerie Station on 10 October regarding the ban on the newspapers. When they asked the reason for the practice, non-commissioned officer Mehmet (surname could not be learnt) stated that “his superiors” gave the order and said, “Find the authority that gave the order and make them abolish the decision of seizure”.

Kamil Tekin Sürek, the lawyer of the newspaper Emek, made an official complaint with Diyarbakır Prosecution Office. After the press statement at the office of the Southeastern Journalists’ Association, executive members of the NGOs sold newspapers on the streets. Although the police attempted to prevent them, they continued since the Security Directorate gave permission. The gendarmes at Pirinçlik Gendarmerie Station seized the papers also on 10, 11 and 12 October.

Newspaper official Fahrettin Kardaş, who received the newspapers sent to Diyarbakır at the airport on 18 October, was abducted by people, allegedly police officers from the anti-riot squad, and taken to the Central Gendarmerie Station, Anti-Riot Squad Directorate, and then to Diyarbakır Police HQ. Fahrettin Kardaş, who was also beaten, was released at noon. Fahrettin Kardaş stated that he was tortured in detention. He said, “They took me to the Central Gendarmerie Station and then to the Anti-Riot Squad. They pulled guns and said ‘We will clean all journalists’. Then they took me to the Security Directorate, and released me after they beat me there”. The armed persons seized Kardaş’s ID. Employees of Ülkede Gündem were threatened by NCO Faruk Koca and officials accompanying him with guns.

The same persons raided the office of Ülkede Gündem after a while, threatened the journalists with death and beat a newspaper official. The officials of the newspaper applied to Diyarbakır Police HQ, where they were told that the Security Directorate had not been involved in the abduction case and the raid. The office of the newspaper was again raided at about 2pm. This time they beat reporter Özgür Cebe and destroyed the furniture in the office. The newspaper officials disclosed that the armed people left the office without any difficulty.

Semih Mutlu, lawyer of the newspaper, went to Diyarbakır on 19 October. His request to meet Diyarbakır Governor was rejected on the pretext that “the governor was not there”. Reporter Özgür Cebe, who went to Yenişehir Police Station accompanied by lawyer Semih Mutlu, was taken in a room in the police station, and threatened by the police officers saying, “We will show you how terrible the beatings can be”.

İsmet Bakaç, Diyarbakır Representative of Ülkede Gündem, disclosed on 23 October that Faruk Koca and gendarmes under his command seized the newspapers at the airport sent by plane Bakaç said, “Starting from 18 October, plainclothes people who introduced themselves as gendarmes and who were under the command of Faruk Koca seized the newspapers at the airport by harassing staff members of Ülkede Gündem and Emek, when they went to the airport to take the newspapers. The copies were taken away with a jeep with the license plate of 34 FML 62. JİTEM (Gendarme Intelligence and Anti-Terror Unit) members continue the same practice without keeping any document. The same people seized both newspapers from the vendors in the city center, again without any documents. The copies are taken away with a vehicle with the license plate of 21 FC 597. The police very well knows that this practice means seizure, but does not intervene despite the authority they are vested by law. The lawyers of our newspaper had a long meeting with the State of Emergency Region Deputy Governor Hakkı Uzun, and we learned from Uzun that the governorate had no authority on this subject”.

Executives of Emek and Ülkede Gündem lodged an official complaint with Diyarbakır Public Prosecution Office and applied to the State of Emergency Regional Governor “for an end to the prevention of the entrance of the newspapers in the region”. However, in a communication sent to the Press Council Secretary General Nilüfer Yalçın, the authorities from the State of Emergency Regional Governorate asserted, “Emek and Ülkede Gündem made no official application with them nor with the Prosecution Office.”

The ID cards of the executives of Emek and Ülkede Gündem, who went to the airport to leave Diyarbakır on 24 November, and Emek reporter Fatih Polat, interpreter Gökhan Biçici and Emek Diyarbakır Representative Özgür Cebe, who accompanied them, were seized for a while. The delegation then went to Mardin. Şehmus Kılıç, the father of EMEP Mardin Provincial Chairman Mahmut Kılıç who hosted the members of the delegation at his house, was detained on 26 November after the delegation left Mardin.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister asserted that he had no information about the ban on Emek and Ülkede Gündem in Diyarbakır. Upon a journalist’s question, “Emek and Gündem are not allowed in the southeast for some time. It is said that the Special Team members prevent it. Is the Susurluk gang still within the state?” Yılmaz said, “I do not have such information. Special Teams have not such an authority. Governor of the State of Emergency Region can take such an administrative decision. He has the authority. I do not have such an information”.

On 20 December, a delegation, including HRA Chairman Akın Birdal, went to Diyarbakır. The delegation presented impressions of the 2-day mission at a press conference at the Southeastern Journalists’ Association office on 23 December. Akın Birdal spoke on behalf of the delegation and stated that the ban by the Governorate of the State of Emergency Region did not have a legal base. He described the practice as an arbitrary prevention of the freedom of expression and thought. Birdal drew attention to the fact that it was difficult to learn what was going on in the region as NGOs in the region were under pressure or they were closed, and the public could not be informed because of the ban on the newspapers.

Emek newspaper was not allowed into Mardin, when gendarmes stopped the distribution truck on 7 October on Şahvelet Bridge between Viranşehir and Kızıltepe.

“The Solidarity Dinner for Ülkede Gündem and Emek Newspapers” to be held on 16 October in Batman was banned by Batman Governorate under the Provincial Administration Law.

State of Emergency Region Governor Aydın Aslan sent a written communication, dated 19 November 1997 and numbered 6219, to executives of Emek and Ülkede Gündem and asserted that the ban was no act of his office. He said, “Your petition was examined and it was understood that our Office is not the addressee and has no authority on the mentioned subjects”.

Copies of the Ülkede Gündem were prohibited “officially” in the State of Emergency Region by written notification of the Regional Governorate dated 1 December 1997 and numbered 1344. The Governor’s ban was announced to the paper by Diyarbakır Police HQ, Security Branch Director Arif Öksüz. Newspaper vendors in Diyarbakır, Hakkari, Siirt, Şırnak, Tunceli and Van were informed about the ban, “taken in line with Article 11/e of the Law on the State of Emergency Region”. The ban was also implemented in Mardin, Bitlis and Batman, which had been taken out of the State of Emergency legislation.

Demokrasi 

The newspaper Demokrasi, which started publication on 12 December 1995, was closed for 1 month on 3 May, since the verdict of İstanbul SSC dated 11 March was not appealed against in due time and became definite. The trial had been opened on accusations that “people were incited to enmity through racial and regional discrimination” (TPC 312) in Mihri Belli’s article, “The Aftermath of the Resistance”. It was published on 9 August 1996. Editor-in-chief Ali Zeren was sentenced to 20 months in prison and fined TL 700,000. The verdict became legally binding as no appeal was made and was immediately put into effect. The court rejected the objection raised by lawyer Hıdır Çiçek, who claimed that legal procedures had not been observed in the notification. The last issue of the newspaper was published on 3 May. Throughout its publication, closure orders amounting to a total of 5 months and 25 days had been issued for the newspaper in 11 trials. 40 trials were opened at İstanbul SSC against editor-in-chief Ali Zeren and 21 against his successor Ecevit Keleş. A total of 80 trials were opened at criminal and penal courts in connection with news and articles published. In addition, the police frequently raided the offices of the newspaper. Columnists, reporters, distributors and administrative staff of the newspaper were detained and arrested.

Ali Zeren, the editor-in-chief, and Ertuğrul Kürkçü, who were on trial for an article written by Kürkçü, were acquitted in the hearing held at İstanbul SSC on 21 February.

Abdullah Kaplan, Elazığ Representative of Demokrasi, its reporters Turabi Şen and Nurcan Turgut, and Emin Konar, Representative of the journal Özgür Halk, and its reporter Seher Sabit, who had been detained in Elazığ on 28 June 1996, had been remanded on 5 July 1996. Subsequently, they were put on trial at Erzincan SSC accused of “aiding the PKK and possession of illegal publications”. In the trial that was concluded on 13 November 1996, Nurcan Turgut, Kamber Gündüz, Emin Konar and Abdullah Kaplan were each sentenced to 3 years 9 months in prison. The Court of Cassation quashed the original judgment, and the re-trial started at Malatya SSC on 25 September 1997, as Erzincan SSC was closed. In the hearing, Nurcan Turgut, Emin Konar and Kamber Gündüz were released. 

On 16 November 1996, plainclothes police officers raided the building where the technical preparations of Demokrasi were carried out, and detained staff member Hayrettin Çelik. Çelik was released after 4 days in detention. 

Adil Harmancı and Ayşe Harmancı, reporters of Demokrasi in Van, were detained on 20 November 1996, and remanded on 29 November 1996. The trial opened against them at Diyarbakır SSC on charges of “aiding the PKK,” commenced on 24 February 1997. The couple was released in the hearing. 

Plainclothes police officers raided the house of Derya Bektaş, a reporter with Demokrasi in İzmir, on 22 November 1996. Derya Bektaş was released shortly afterwards. 

Political party executives, trade unionists and journalists, including Demokrasi reporters Ali Kemal Sel, Ayşe Oyman and Cem Doğan, and the journal Özgür Halk employees Erdal Söylemez and Serpil Kılıç, were detained in Malatya in connection with the press statement held on the occasion of 8 March Women’s Day. In Aydın, Ferit Sever and Derya Bektaş, reporters for Demokrasi, were detained during the meeting held by the Democracy Platform on 9 March. Bektaş, who was taken to Aydın Central Police Station, was reportedly striped naked and insulted. In Erzincan, Demokrasi reporter Düzgün Akbaba was detained for a while on 11 March. In İstanbul, Demokrasi distributor Hüseyin Yılmaz and his brother Recep Yılmaz were detained during the raid on their house on 20 March. 

After the newspaper Demokrasi was closed, Ülkede Gündem, which had a similar publication policy, started publication.

Ülkede Gündem

The trial opened against staff members of the defunct newspaper Özgür Gündem, who had been detained during the police raid on the Diyarbakır office on 12 January 1994 and then put on trial, was concluded on 11 April. In the hearing at Diyarbakır SSC, Diyarbakır Representative Salih Tekin, reporter Cemal Dağ and distributor İlhan Erdem were each sentenced to 3 years 9 months in prison. Reporters Botan Önen, Metin Dağ, Hasan Değer, Akif Şenyiğit and Emine İğdi and distributor Nevin Güngörmüş were acquitted. 

The police raided the Ankara Office of Ülkede Gündem on 30 July. The police officers searched the office for about 3 hours, and detained Meliha Öksüz, Ankara representative of the newspaper. The police officers also noted the ID information and addresses of the staff of the newspaper on instruction by Ankara SSC Prosecutor Nuh Mete Yüksel. In the justification of the detention order, Prosecutor Yüksel identified Meliha Öksüz as “HADEP executive who contacts rural units of the PKK”. Meliha Öksüz was released on 31 July. 

Adil Harmancı, Van reporter of Ülkede Gündem, was threatened with death by Şaban Kahraman, commander of the special village guards unit named “Şimşekler (Thunders)”. 

Raziye Bakır, distributor of Ülkede Gündem in İzmir, disclosed that she had been detained on 27 August; stripped naked at the Fuar Police Station and kept in detention for 3 hours. Bakır told that she was undressed and searched by a female police officer and later interrogated by plainclothes police officers. Bakır said that she was threatened in order not to work for Ülkede Gündem.

Metin Dağ, a reporter with Ülkede Gündem who went to Bismil, Diyarbakır, on 20 September in order to follow the opening ceremony of the HADEP Bismil District Office, which had been burnt down by unidentified persons, was detained by soldiers. Metin Dağ was beaten and threatened in detention. Diyarbakır Forensic Institute issued a report for Metin Dağ, certifying that he was beaten.

The police detained Ahmet Birgül, a reporter with Ülkede Gündem, when he took pictures of the graves of 3 PPK militants in Osmaniye Cemetery on 8 October. He was released after a while. He stated that he was threatened in detention. 

Ramazan Ötünç and Yusuf Öntaş, reporters with Ülkede Gündem in Adana, were detained on the grounds that they took pictures of police officers during an activity carried out in Çukurova University on 9 October. 

İstanbul SSC ordered the confiscation of Ülkede Gündem dated 15 October, on the grounds that “separatist propaganda was disseminated” in certain articles. 

Ramazan Kaya, Van Representative of Ülkede Gündem, and Adil Harmancı, reporter with the same, were detained by the police on the evening of 16 October. During the raid on Kaya’s house, Kaya’s brother İlhami Kaya and their guest Sami Çeliktaş were also detained. The police officers reportedly destroyed the furniture in the house. Harmancı was detained in the raid against his house in Şabaniye Quarter at 2am, on the grounds that “his testimony would be taken.” 

Eylem Kaplan and Hıdır Bektaş, reporters with Ülkede Gündem in Malatya, were detained at Yozgat Prison, where they went to visit their relatives on 8 October. Eylem Kaplan was released on 9 October. Reportedly she was detained because “she was wanted in connection with a press statement made on 8 March on the occasion of Women’s Day.” 

The police raided the house of İsmet Bakaç, Diyarbakır representative of Ülkede Gündem, at 1am on 24 November. Temel Demirer, columnist with the newspaper who came to Diyarbakır in connection with the trial against him at the SSC for making an interview with confessor PKK militant Murat İpek, was in the house. The police carried out a search. Unable to find anything, they left the house after keeping a document saying, “There must have been a mistake”.

Abdülkadir Konuk, who was put on trial on charges of “insulting the Nationalist Action Party (MHP) former Chairman Alparslan Türkeş” in an article, published in the defunct newspaper Özgür Gündem, was sentenced to 3 months 15 days in prison and fined TL 10 million. The trial ended on 25 November. The sentence given to Konuk was commuted to a fine. Editor-in-chief Besim Döner was not punished in line with the Law on Editor-in-chiefs numbered 4304. 

The police seized copies of Ülkede Gündem sent to Diyarbakır by bus to be received by İsmet Kara on 15 December. The testimony of Diyarbakır representative İsmet Bakaç was taken on the grounds that “he brought illegal publications to Diyarbakır.” Later, he was referred to the SSC Prosecution Office. In his testimonies at the police and the prosecution office, Bakaç emphasized that the newspaper was not illegal, but it was banned in 6 provinces within the State of Emergency Region, and that a person named İsmet Kara had no relation with the newspaper. 

On 25 December, Hayrettin Demircioğlu, editor-in-chief of Ülkede Gündem, was fined TL 5 million by İstanbul SSC in the trial opened on charges that “separatist propaganda was disseminated” and “people were incited to enmity” in an article published in the newspaper. In another trial that was concluded at İstanbul SSC on the same day, Selahattin Deli, owner of the newspaper, was fined TL 100 million with the allegations that “illegal organizations were praised” and “national security was distorted” in certain articles. The SSC also ordered the closure of the newspaper for 10 days in each of the trials. 

Emek

After Evrensel newspaper (7 June 1995-31 October 1996) was closed, the newspaper Emek started publication on 9 November 1996. Emek newspaper and its employees were subjected to various pressures till the newspaper was closed on 13 September 1998. A total of 95 trials were opened against the newspaper during 673 days of publication, 37 confiscation decisions were taken, and the closure orders amounted to a total of 50 days.

The trial against Vedat Korkmaz, owner of Evrensel, and Ali Erol, editor-in-chief of the same, at İstanbul SSC because of a news story about the “Yüksekova Gang” published in 289th issue on 22 March 1996, ended in acquittal. 

Bülent Kutlutürk, editor-in-chief of the defunct Evrensel, was sentenced to 1 year in prison and fined TL 1 billion by İstanbul SSC. The trial had been opened against him on accusations that “the newspaper disseminated propaganda of an illegal organization” in advertisements, published during the hunger strikes, which continued for 69 days in 1996 and resulted in the deaths of 12 prisoners. The SSC also decided to close Evrensel for one month.

Birol Tezcan, reporter with the Emek, was detained along with 17 students on the grounds that he had participated in commemoration activities for Metin Göktepe on 8 January in Mersin. He was arrested on 11 January.

İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office issued confiscation decisions for the issues of Emek dated 15 January, 2 February and 9 February, on the grounds that “people were incited to hatred and enmity” in the news entitled “Soldiers Burnt Down a Village Again” published on 15 January, in articles entitled “Workers’ Acts and the Call for Doing Something About the State” and “Cell Constructions Accelerate” published on 2 February, and in an article entitled “Fake Democracy of TÜSİAD” and a letter sent to the editor, entitled “Enough is Enough.” 

The trial opened on the accusations that “people were incited to enmity” in an article written by Ahmet Yaşaroğlu and published in the 68th issue of the newspaper Emek, was concluded on 26 May. Yaşaroğlu and Ahmet Ergin, the editor-in-chief, were acquitted.

In another trial that was concluded on the same day, Mahmut Çiğdemal and Vedat Korkmaz, owner of Evrensel, were also acquitted. This trial had been opened on the accusations that “separatist propaganda was disseminated” in an article entitled “Those who Oppress the Kurds Cannot Defend National Honor,” which was written by Çiğdemal.

In the trial opened under Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law in connection with an article published in the 452nd issue of Evrensel, Vedat Korkmaz, owner of the newspaper, and Bülent Kutlutürk, the editor-in-chief, were fined TL 253,350,000 and TL 127,575,000, respectively. In the trial that ended on 10 June, İstanbul SSC also decided to close the newspaper for 15 days.

Özgür Cebe, reporter with Emek, was detained on 5 July when he was following the Diyarbakır visit of Deputy Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit. Cebe, who was released after a while, was beaten by the police. Murat Sezgin, Diyarbakır representative of Emek, was also harassed by the police during his initiatives for the release of Cebe.

Caricaturist Ertan Aydın was sentenced to 11 months 20 days in prison in a trial opened at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2 because of a cartoon published in Emek. In the trial that ended on 8 July, the 10-month prison term given to editor-in-chief Ahmet Ergin was commuted to a fine of TL 1,500,000. Ertan Aydın was acquitted in another trial held at the same court for another cartoon of his. 

The trial opened at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2 on the accusations that “the army was insulted” in a story, published in Emek with the title of “Workers Discussed the Connection of Mafia-and-State, ended on 8 July. In the trial, editor-in-chief Ahmet Ergin was sentenced to 10 months in prison, which was commuted to a fine of TL 1,500,000. 

İstanbul SSC confiscated the issue of Emek dated 20 September, because of an article about the developments in the Black Sea region, entitled “Counter-Guerrilla Plan at the Black Sea.” It was reported that some unidentified people introducing themselves as members of the JİTEM had made telephone calls to İstanbul and Ankara offices of Emek, and threatened the newspaper officials not to publish such stories about General Veli Küçük. 

Ali Ekber Elitok, reporter with Emek, and his sister Saadet Elitok were detained along with 10 other people during police raids against many pastries and teahouses in Nurtepe, İstanbul, in the night of 19 October.

İstanbul SSC Prosecution Office confiscated the issue of Emek dated 2 November, on the grounds that “people were incited to enmity” and “names of public officers who took part in the struggle against terror were published.”

The journal Kurtuluş

Another publication that was subjected to intense pressure in 1997 was the journal Kurtuluş. In Ankara, the offices of the journals Kurtuluş, Alınteri and Kızılbayrak were raided by the police on 4 January, prior to the rally to be held by Türk-İş on 5 January. During the raids, 5 people in these offices, and members of the music band Grup Ekin, namely Derya Güzel, Çiğdem Dağkıran, Özgür Aktan and Deniz Sarıgül, were detained. The detainees were released after the rally.

In Adana, the police raided the offices of Kurtuluş and the journal Sanatta Tavır on 9 January. During the raid, Mustafa Kaplan, former reporter with Kurtuluş who was in the office of Tavır, was detained. Kaplan was released later. The police officers seized the archives of both journals.

The Adana office of Kurtuluş was raided twice on 8 March. During the first raid at noon, reporter Mehmet Kargılar was detained. During the second raid in the evening, Ayfer Yıldız, Adana representative of the journal Tavır, was detained. Meanwhile, Cafer Çakmak, editor-in-chief of the defunct journal Mücadele, was detained in İstanbul on the same day. 

Sincan Demir, Kocaeli representative of the journal Kurtuluş who was detained in Kocaeli on the claim of “being a member of the DHKP-C”, was arrested on 14 March, whereas 7 people including Remzi Polat, the Branch Chairperson of the Belediye İş Trade Union, were released. 

Gülay Yücel and Nihat Özcan, reporters for the journal Kurtuluş who were detained in İstanbul, were arrested by İstanbul SSC on 14 March.

The police raided the Ankara Office of Kurtuluş on 10 April. Volkan Aydın and Halil Aksu, reporters for Kurtuluş, and Enis Çolak and Gönül Saygıner, reporters for Kızılbayrak, were detained during the raid. Subsequently, Volkan Aydın and Halil Aksu were put on trial at Ankara SSC on the claims of “being members of the DHKP-C.” Aydın and Aksu were released in the hearing held on 2 June. In the trial that ended on 8 December, Aydın and Aksu were each sentenced to 4 years 6 months in prison.

The police raided the Adana office of Kurtuluş on 8 April. Adana reporter Mehmet Kargılar, who was detained in the raid, was arrested on 10 April. Subsequently, Mehmet Kargılar and Hatice Köngeç were put on trial with the claims of “being members of the DHKP-C”. They were released in the hearing held on 4 September. 

Sinan Gürz and Barış Karatepe, reporters for Kurtuluş in Malatya, were detained on 19 April. Mehmet Öztürk (17), who was detained by gendarmes on 17 April while he was distributing Kurtuluş in Harbiye district of Antakya, was remanded on 19 April. The gendarmes fired at Öztürk before detaining him. Kurtuluş reporter Murat Kuyumcu was detained in Alibeyköy, İstanbul, on 16 April and Kurtuluş reporters Banu Gündoğdu, Mehmet Yıldız, İbrahim Çağlar and Nilüfer Güneş and Devrimci Gençlik reporter Bülent Özpolat were detained on 20 April at Taksim, İstanbul. Mehmet Yıldız, İbrahim Çağlar, Banu Gündoğdu and Bülent Özpolat were released by İstanbul SSC on 22 April. Nilüfer Güneş was not released since an arrest warrant in absentia had been issued for her. After release the journalists disclosed that they had been tortured in detention. 

Ali İhsan Kılıç, reporter for Kurtuluş, was detained after the police shot him in Gazi Quarter, İstanbul, on 22 April. It was learnt that Ali Kılıç, who was stopped by the police at 9pm, resisted the police, was shot in the leg and taken to the Political Police Branch, not to the hospital. 

The police raided the Adana offices of the journals Kurtuluş and Tavır on 15 May. The police detained Ali Akarsu, Basri Baran, İlhan Ayhan and Murat Genç.

The Ankara Office of the journal Kurtuluş was bombed on 21 June. The explosion of the bomb, which was put at the door of the office, on the 4th floor of a building on İzmir Street, caused damage in the office and other offices. The police came to the office after the explosion, detained Ankara representative Volkan Aydın and Övünç Bilgi and sealed the office. Volkan Aydın and Övünç Bilgi were released after one day in detention. In connection with the attack, a person named Alper Alptekin was detained and arrested on 24 June. The trial against him commenced at Ankara SSC on 29 July. In the hearing, the court board rejected the lawyers of Kurtuluş as intervening party. Alper Alptekin asserted in his testimony, “I took the responsibility of the bombing on behalf of an organization so that no blame would be put on the police, but I have no relation with any organization.” In the last hearing, Alptekin said: “I did not intend to kill anybody. If I wanted to do that, I would place a particle-impact bomb”. Ankara SSC sentenced Alptekin to 5 years in prison and fined him TL 43,668,000. 

It was reported that Remzi Vural, reporter for Kurtuluş, had been tortured during one day in detention in Mersin on 8 July. An employee at Kurtuluş, Güzin Tolga, made a statement at the HRA Mersin Branch, and said that Vural had been left in a mountainous area in the Mezitli region on 9 July after torture. She said that the police had taken his money before they released him.

Plainclothes police officers raided the Adana office of Kurtuluş on 12 July, and threatened reporter Ali Yüksel with death. Later, they got the ID information and addresses of the guests in the office, and seized the journals in the office. 

The police wanted to raid the office of Kurtuluş in Cağaloğlu, İstanbul. The police forced the door of the office, but could not enter because of the barrier erected behind the door. The newspaper employees phoned the HRA, ÇGD, İstanbul Bar Association and other organizations, and informed them about the situation. Eighteen people in the office removed the barrier after lawyers came. The police told that they were looking for Hasan Çakan, editor-in-chief of the defunct journal “Zafer Yolunda Kurtuluş” and left the office after an ID check.

The police raided the Adana office of Kurtuluş on 20 September, and detained Ethem Açıkalın, a reporter for Atılım, who brought newspaper to the office. 

Salih Karakoç, Malatya representative of Kurtuluş, stated that he had been abducted by some people after they put a bag on his head at night on 26 November. He said that they had taken him to an empty field outside the city, where he was interrogated and beaten. He related the incident: “They threatened me with death by putting a gun to my head saying ‘Do you know how Cihan (Canan Gürz) was martyred, who did come to his funeral? We’ll kill you like Düzgün Tekin! If you disclose a word to the press, we’ll take you again.’ I was not able to see their faces because they had put a plastic bag on my head.” Karakoç stated that some people had thrown stones at the office of the journal at the same night. He made an official complaint about the abduction and attack against the office.

The trial opened against Cemaat Ocak, Tokat reporter for Kurtuluş, and Nebahat Aslan on accusations that “they had aided the PKK in Tokat,” continued at Ankara SSC on 29 December. Ocak, who was prosecuted without arrest, stated that he was the reporter of Kurtuluş, and he rejected the claims. Cemaat Ocak was arrested in the hearing. 

The Journal Kızılbayrak 

The trial opened against reporters for the journal Kızılbayrak, Erol Malkoç (under arrest), Gönül Saygıner (under arrest) and Bahir Çolak, and a person named Servet Paksoy (under arrest), started at Ankara SSC on 4 March. The defendants were accused of “being members of the Ekim (October) organization.” Paksoy was released in the hearing. 

After an operation, during which 22 people including Kızılbayrak employees were detained in İstanbul, a trial was opened against 13 of the detainees. The defendants were prosecuted without arrest with the accusations of “aiding the Ekim organization and sheltering its members.” Gonca Dönmezer, editor-in-chief of Kızılbayrak, staff members Canan Kaya, Cüneyt Dışkaya, Hüseyin Temiz, Bülent Laçin and readers Özcan Ateş, Mesude Kılıç and Özdal Öner attended the hearing at İstanbul SSC. Gonca Dönmezer stated that the trial was part of “the pressure on the socialist press,” and stressed that they had no relation with Ekim. Other defendants disclosed that they were either newspaper readers or employees; they rejected the accusations and stated that they had been tortured in detention. 

Ahmet Subaşı and Bülent Taşkın, reporters for the İzmir Office of Kızılbayrak, were detained along with many other persons on 6 March. Ahmet Subaşı was later taken to hospital on the grounds that “he jumped down from the balcony.” He had a brain operation at İzmir Yeşilyurt State Hospital on 9 March. Ahmet Subaşı was also detained during the meeting of the KESK on 22 November, and kept in detention for a while with the justification that “he was a draft evader”.

In Zonguldak, Orhan Kavcı, reporter with Kızılbayrak, was detained on 12 March and remanded by Ankara SSC on 14 March. His wife Ayşe Kavcı made a public statement in the HRA İstanbul Branch and said that she had been forced to become an informer after her husband was arrested. She had been detained along with her husband on 11 March, and the police had forced her to sign an empty paper. They threatened her by saying: “You’ll cooperate with us, if you don’t want to be jailed for years. Otherwise we’ll fill in this empty paper and keep you in prison for years.” She said that she had moved in her mother’s house in Ankara to get rid of the pressure, but there she was threatened again by the police when she visited her husband serving in Ankara Central Closed Prison. She stated that she finally came to İstanbul from Ankara.

İlhan Yaman, reporter for Kızılbayrak, was detained in Dikmen Quarter of Ankara on 30 May. He later disclosed that he had been severely beaten at Ankara Police HQ Anti-Riot Forces Branch. Yaman said that later he had been taken to the Political Police Center, and he had been tortured there when he refused to sign a testimony, which had been written without asking him anything. İlhan Yaman added that he had been taken to Numune Hospital at midnight, as his condition deteriorated due to torture, and that he had been released in the morning of 31 May.

The police raided the Adana office of Kızılbayrak on 12 July. The police checked the IDs of the people in the office and took their addresses. They also seized the journals in the office. 

It was reported that Cengiz Subaşı, staff member of Kızılbayrak, had been abducted by police officers at night on 27 September. A statement made by the journal read that he was forcibly taken to a police vehicle in Gümüşsuyu, Taksim, İstanbul, and was kept in the vehicle for about 2 hours, and the police officers beat and threatened him during this period. Subaşı was thrown out of the vehicle in Kadıköy.

The Newspaper Atılım 

In İstanbul, many people were detained, including Sultan Seçik, a member of the Executive Board of the ÇGD İstanbul Branch and a reporter for the newspaper Özgür Atılım, Bayram Namaz, editor-in-chief of the same, Ferhat Akçay, a reporter for the same, Mukkaddes Çelik (writer), Zabit İltemur (journalist) and Cuma Meral (journalist), on 21 February. It was claimed that these people were detained in connection with the act of “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Enlightening.” The detainees were tortured in detention. Eleven of the 19 detainees were remanded by İstanbul SSC on 7 March. The names of the arrested people were: Bayram Namaz, reporters Sedat Şenoğul, Sultan Çelik, Arif Çelebi, Necati Abay (trade unionist), Zabit İltemur, Erdoğan Ber, Hasan Ozan, Mukaddes Çelik, Süleyman Yeter (trade unionist), Asiye Güzel Zeybek and Gönül Karagöz.

Eylem Semint, former editor-in-chief of Atılım, was sentenced to 10 months in prison and fined TL 1,500,000 in two different trials that ended at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2 on 6 February. Semint was prosecuted on the allegations that “the Republic was insulted” in certain articles, published in the August and September 1995 issues of the newspaper.

Attacks On Journalists

One of the important events prior the “28 February period” took place in Sincan District of Ankara in January and February. Interstar television channel reporter Işın Gürel who went to the district on 3 February to follow the developments after the “Jerusalem Night” organized by Sincan Municipality and removal of the tent which resembled the Mescid-i Aksa (Jerusalem Mosque), was beaten. The TV team that followed the removal of the tent was first insulted by a group. At that time, municipality employee Recep Görmez, who was voluntary security official of Sincan Mayor Bekir Yıldız, attacked Işın Gürel from behind. Recep Görmez, who caught Gürel by her hair, punched her and ran away. The video camera of the TV channel HBB was broken during the quarrel. Abdullah Çiçekli, who was involved in the argument immediately before the attack against Gürel, was detained. Abdullah Çiçekli was released on 5 February. Recep Görmez was detained on 6 February and arrested by Sincan Penal Court the same day. A trial was brought against him on 25 February with a request of a sentence between 2 and 6 months in prison. In the trial, an imprisonment term of 10 months was sought for Abdullah Çiçekli with the claim of “getting involved in insult and quarrel”. Recep Görmez was released in the hearing held at Sincan Penal Court on 12 March. The trial ended on 10 December, and Görmez was sentenced to 2 months 15 days in prison, whereas Çiçekli was acquitted.

Attacks against journalists during the protests regarding 8-Year Continuous Primary Education 

According to the reports by the Press Council, journalists were the targets of RP supporters during demonstrations carried out after Friday prayers when the “Law on 8-Year Continuous Primary Education” was on the agenda of Parliament. The slogans “Mean Media” and “Jewish Media” were shouted mostly in the demonstrations, 22 journalists were beaten and injured, many others were harassed, and their cameras and video cameras were broken. 

On 29 July, a demonstration was made against “8-Year Continuous Primary Education and closure of the secondary sections of İmam Hatip High Schools (giving religious education)”. Both the police and demonstrators attacked the journalists. Several people from various regions of Turkey came together in Kızılay Square of Ankara for a demonstration without permission. However, unlike many previous demonstrations, the police did not hinder the demonstrators when they obstructed the traffic.

The demonstrators waited for the return of their representatives who had collected signatures against 8-Year Continuous Primary Education. They threw stones and coins at the journalists. During the attacks, Ülkede Gündem reporter Servet Bayram was injured by the stones and coins that the demonstrators threw and Kanal A reporter Mehmet Akif Akbulut was bitten by a police dog.

The demonstrators shouted slogans like “Choked Media” and “Jewish Media,” and said to the police “Attack the media, not us”. When the demonstrators dispersed in the afternoon, Anti-Riot Squad Branch Director Ziya Kılıç ordered “to disperse the press too.” Upon this, the police attacked the journalists. The police officers took out their guns and injured many journalists with truncheons. They broke cameras and video cameras of the journalists. The police officers mocked the beaten journalists and remained indifferent to their ambulance requests. Beaten journalists Durak Doğan (Kanal D-cameraman), Abdullah Koltuk (CTV-cameraman), Hayri Özuğur (ATV-cameraman) and Fevzi Gülünay (İhlas News Agency-cameraman) were taken to hospital by ambulance. Durak Doğan was kept under observation for 48 hours. A support was fixed on Hayri Özuğur since his vertebrae were injured. Journalists Cemalettin Alan (PER News Agency), Kadir Ercan (Hürriyet), Erkan Ersever, Cihat Aka, Cengiz Aldemir (uba), Burhan Eliş (Milliyet), İsmail Yeşilyurt, Murat Abadan (AA) were given ambulant medical treatment.

The police beat Anatolian News Agency reporters İsmail Yeşilyurt and Mustafa Abadan, and took their film rolls. İsmail Yeşilyurt was given a medical report certifying his inability to work for 7 days, Mustafa Abadan for 5 days and Zekeriya Albayrak for 2 days. Then-Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz stated that 3 police officers were suspended from duty. After the attack, the journalists wanted to march towards the Ministry of Interior Affairs, but the police stopped them. The police officers punched a journalist, but then permitted the rally. 

Anti-Riot Squad Branch Director Ziya Kılıç, who ordered the dispersing of the journalists, and 4 police officers who beat the journalists were suspended from duty. During the investigation, the file was sent to Ankara Provincial Administrative Board, which decided for “prosecution”. The Provincial Administrative Board decided that two other police officers would not be prosecuted as “they used their hands, not truncheons, while dispersing the journalists.” These police officers were given a disciplinary punishment. Anti-Riot Squad Branch Director Ziya Yılmaz returned to his duty. 

After the Friday prayer at Beyazıt and Fatih mosques in İstanbul on 1 August, a demonstration was held against “8-Year Continuous Primary Education and closure of the İmam Hatip High School.” The demonstrators shouted slogans in Beyazıt Mosque after the prayer and threw stones at the police who surrounded them. Besides, a group of fundamental Islamists around the mosque harassed National Press Agency (UBA) reporter Demet Bilge, cameraman İbrahim Güneş and Emek reporter Şahin Bayar, and broke the camera of İbrahim Güneş. Kanal D cameraman Emrah Öncül had a heart spasm during the event. 

A crowded group carried out a demonstration after Friday prayer in İstanbul Beyazıt Mosque on 22 August and attacked the journalists by throwing stones and coins at them. One of the demonstrators kicked Hürriyet reporter Ergün Çolakoğlu and broke his camera. The demonstrators including Hüseyin Mavilioğlu, who attacked Ergün Çolakoğlu, were released on 23 August pending trial. 

Anadolu TV reporters Arzu Kıvanç and Erkan Şahin and cameraman Ünal Sondemir were beaten by the demonstrators during the demonstration held in Sultanbeyli, İstanbul, on 15 August. Erkan Şahin was heavily injured and was treated in hospital. During the same hours, another group that carried out a demonstration outside the Beyazıt Mosque attacked the journalists. Taner Çelik (Interstar), Şamil Özden (Kanal E), Cumhur Ayar (Kanal D), Oktay Yıldırım (Milliyet) and Osman Sweritsen (HBB) were injured in the incident.

A group of demonstrators that came out of the Friday prayer in Beyazıt Mosque began walking toward Cağaloğlu. Flash TV reporters Emine Karadere and Cem Ertuğrul, who were trying to cover the demonstration, were beaten. 

Musa Taşpılan (Samanyolu TV) was beaten during the demonstration carried out outside Konya Hacıveysizade Mosque on 19 September. 

Alim Aşçı (ATV) and Fuat Kars (Milliyet) were beaten when they were following a group that carried out a demonstration to protest 8-Year Continuous Primary Education outside Bursa Ulu Mosque on 21 September. 

Raid on Flash TV 

Mafia Leader Alaattin Çakıcı, who participated in the TV program “23rd Hour” broadcast on Flash TV on 1 May, accused “Özer Çiller, husband of Deputy Prime Minister Tansu Çiller, of requesting a commission of US$ 20 million form the sale of a bank”. After this accusation, the office of the TV channel in İstanbul-Tepebaşı was raided by a group of 15-20 people at night of 2 May. The attackers defused the official at the door, entered the building and shot around with weapons. They damaged the equipment in the building and beat cameraman Mehmet Ceylan, who tried to record images of the event. The attackers broke down the windows of a vehicle outside the building and ran away. Beyoğlu District Police HQ was 500 meters to the building, but the police came 20 minutes after the attackers ran away. 

On 3 May, the central office of Flash TV and its offices in other provinces were closed by the General Directorate of Radios on verbal orders of Minister of Transportation Ömer Barutçu. The officials went to the offices together with the police and stopped the broadcast at 4.45pm. Meanwhile, television owner Ömer Göktuğ, who objected the officials of the General Directorate of Radios, was harassed by the police. The broadcasting of Flash TV started in Ankara, İstanbul and Bursa on initiatives of various MPs 4 hours after it was stopped. However, the TV channel was not permitted cable broadcasting. The “official reason” of closure was shown as “the establishment of broadcasting without permission”. Kamil Ergenekon, General Director of Radios, Ministry of Transportation, argued that Flash TV which had been broadcasting for 6 years was closed because it was determined that it had installed an up-link and radio-link system without permission. Ankara Administrative Court annulled the decision of the General Directorate of Radios on 14 May.

Radio and Television Supreme Board (RTÜK), which convened extraordinarily on 5 May, decided on the closure of Flash TV for two days, on 21 and 22 May, with the justification that “the statements of Alaattin Çakıcı about Özer Çiller and Tansu Çiller included insults”. Ankara Administrative Court stopped the decision from implementing on 14 May. 

After the event, two witnesses gave information to the National Press Agency (UBA). They declared that a DYP Provincial manager gathered them in DYP Provincial Organization by saying “We will carry out a peaceful demonstration,” and that they went to the office of Flash TV from there. The witnesses told that an official of the DYP Provincial Organization phoned them after the program and then they went to the provincial center in Şişli. They said, “We were told that we could come together a few hours before the event. We would go to the provincial office. We knew nothing. We asked ‘Where are we going to?’ They said ‘We will shout slogans for 10 minutes in a few places’. We arrived at the TV building after 5-10 minutes. Suddenly we heard noises and shootings”. The editor-in-chief of the journal Tempo, Levent Erkuran, stated in the journal that he was coincidentally passing across Flash TV Building at the date of the event and he saw “people getting out of the DYP election minibus and others in suits and mobile phones getting out of 4 luxurious cars assembled and walked toward Kasımpaşa”.

The motions given by ANAP and DSP for the investigation of the incident were accepted in Parliament on 13 May, and “the Commission to Investigate Attacks against the Press” was established. The commission completed its studies in December. Commission members from RP and DYP made a counter-statement to the finding that the DYP was related with the attack against Flash TV and that then-Minister of Transportation Ömer Barutçu (DYP) was involved in the event from the very beginning. The report further emphasized that the procedures carried out by radio General Director Kamil Ergenekon and Türk Telekom General Director Cengiz Bulut were illegal. The evaluation part of the report stated “On the other hand, it is probable that İstanbul managers of DYP might be the organizers of the event since the minibus of DYP İstanbul Provincial Organization was seen at the place of the event, some of the caught defendants were DYP supporters and because of the statements of those who saw the event”. The conclusion part of the report, in which Barutçu, Ergenekon and Bulut were found to be guilty, read: “When speculations that the DYP was involved in the event became widespread the Minister from the DYP considered appropriate procedures. Therefore, suspicions arise that the Minister was involved in the event from the beginning. Radio General Director Ergenekon used authority not vested on him and which should have been used cautiously even if he had been given this authority. But he illegally implemented the practice on the broadcast of Flash TV. In the light of the above-mentioned reasons, the procedures carried out by Türk Telekom General Director Cengiz Bulut were illegal”. 

Mehmet Tunçdemir, Erdal Coşkun, Hacı Çıtak, Erkan Ulaş and Mecit Ergenç, who were claimed to have been involved in the attack, were detained in İstanbul on 6 May. The defendants except Mecit Ergeç were remanded on 9 May. Afterwards, a trial was opened by Beyoğlu Public Prosecution Office with the claim of “armed threat, shooting to cause fright, anxiety or panic, collective damage and acting contrary to the Law on Firearms numbered 6136”. Imprisonment terms up to 31 years were sought for Mehmet Tunçdemir and Erdal Coşkun, and up to 20 years for the other defendants Hacı Itak, Erkan Ulaş and Mecit Ergenç, who drove the car during the incident.

The trial started at İstanbul Beyoğlu Penal Court No. 6 on 2 July. In the hearing, the defendants claimed that they wanted to protest the statements by Alaattin Çakıcı about Özer Çiller, and that they came together outside the television building spontaneously without getting orders from anyone. Flash TV News Coordinator Yalçın Çakır, who was heard as a witness, stated that the defendants were not involved in the attack. Other television employees, who were heard in the hearing, also stated that the defendants were not involved in the attack. Hacı Çıtak and Erkan Ulaş were released in the hearing of 26 September and Mehmet Tunçdemir and Erdal Coşkun were released on 5 November. The case was concluded on 6 March 1998, and Mehmet Tunçdemir and Erdal Coşkun were each sentenced to 5 years 11 months in prison, Hacı Çıtak and Erkan Ulaş were each sentenced to 1 year 11 months, whereas Mecit Ergenç was acquitted. 

Mahmut Övür

Journalist Mahmut Övür, the producer of the TV program “Corridors of Justice (Adliye Koridorları),” was injured as a result of an armed attack at 10.30pm on 4 June. Övür stated that 3 people attacked him outside his house in Ataköy, İstanbul; that he knew one of them but he did not know his name. It was claimed that the assailants were men of ultra-nationalist Mafia leader Ali Yasak (Drej Ali).

The pictures that showed Abdullah Çatlı, İbrahim Çelik, the Deputy Chief of the Special Operations Department of the Security General Directorate, and various special team members together in a wedding, were first broadcast in the program produced by Mahmut Övür. Afterwards, it was revealed that Meral Akşener (later assigned as Minister of Interior Affairs) also participated in the wedding. 

Yusuf Deveci and Tuncay Kalaycı, who were claimed to have carried out the attack, were detained in İstanbul on 5 June. They were remanded on 9 June, and İstanbul Bakırköy Public Prosecution Office opened a trial against them. The indictment sought sentences of 21 years in prison for gunmen Yusuf Deveci and Tuncer Kalaycı, respectively, and fugitive defendants Ali Yasak and his brother Mehmet Yasak between 20 and 23 years for “organizing the attack.” The trial began at Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 1 on 27 August. Yusuf Deveci (18) claimed that the event was “coincidental”. Deveci stated that he met Mahmut Övür while he was passing by Övür’s house and that he fired his gun after a quarrel. Deveci claimed that they quarreled about the broadcasting of images proving that Abdullah Çatlı and special team members were together in Yasak’s wedding. The case was not concluded in 1997. 

Ziya Aksoy

On 11 September, Mehmet Ali Altındağ, the owner of Diyarbakır Söz newspaper and Söz TV, who allegedly made a wealth by certain fraud actions, raided Diyarbakır Office of the newspaper Cumhuriyet. Mehmet Ali Altındağ reportedly phoned Cumhuriyet’s Diyarbakır representative Ziya Aksoy at 11am and insulted him because of news entitled “Trillions of Punishment to Fraud” and published in the newspaper on 10 September. Immediately after this event, he came to the office with two armed men. Altındağ harassed Ziya Aksoy and threatened him with death. He showed him the news and asked, “What is the source of this? Why do you make news about me?” Aksoy replied, “We will publish any subject to be explained.” Then Altındağ said, “Call your chief, I will talk to him.” Altındağ talked to Domestic News Service Chief Mehmet Faraç and told him, “I am in the office of your representative. I will destroy everything”. After the incident, Altındağ wrote in Diyarbakır Söz that Cumhuriyet “was of Jewish origin, atheist; its capital was foreign and it was a cartel”. 

Ziya Aksoy lodged an official complaint against Altındağ after the event. In the investigation, it was understood that one of the men of Altındağ during the raid was a protection police officer. As a result of the investigation, Diyarbakır Public Prosecution Office brought a trial against Mehmet Ali Altındağ with the request of imprisonment for 3 years on the accusations of “unlawful entry, insulting and threatening a person.” The trial commenced on 19 November at Diyarbakır Penal Court No. 1. Altındağ claimed in his defense that “he was a businessman and a journalist,” and he rejected the accusations. Altındağ argued that the event was a conspiracy and said, “Cumhuriyet and its reporters wrote this story after getting a sign from PKK. I am on the side of the state and I struggle against the PKK through my newspaper. I did not threat anyone and I did not curse at anyone”. The case was dropped as Ziya Aksoy withdrew his complaint.

Trials

In May, Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against Ahmet Temürtürkan, editor-in-chief of the ANKA News Agency, and Orhan Aysezen, a reporter with the same, in connection with a news story, “Mysterious Letter in The Commission,” released by ANKA in February. The news was about a circular, which was issued by Gelibolu Army Corps Headquarters under the title of “Extending the Preparatory Level of Warfare,” and which was sent to the Parliamentary National Defense Commission by an anonymous military officer. The circular included statements such as “We have started an armed struggle with domestic enemies”, “...of an armed struggle the beginning of which is unknown”, “by considering this period introduced as a cease-fire period” and “the eyes of the country will be watching you. Let victory be unto you...” The indictment sought sentences for the journalists on the accusations of “publicizing secret documents of the state.” The indictment stressed, “the authorities of the General Staff Chief Office kept in contact with the agency after the news was put on service by the ANKA and prevented the publishing of the news. Experts assigned by the Intelligence unit of the General Staff Chief Office should decide whether the circular is a confidential one or not. However, the letter should be considered secret, as the authorities of the General Staff Chief Office prevented its publication and the General Staff Chief Office lodged an official complaint against ANKA.” The trial against the journalists, which started on 17 September, ended on 1 October. The journalists were acquitted because “they had not intended to commit a crime and there was no legal basis of a crime.”

Hamdi Batman, editor-in-chief of a local newspaper Güney Uyanış published in Hatay, was put on trial with the claim that “separatist propaganda was made” in news published in the newspaper. Hamdi Batman was detained on 26 April in connection with a news story, entitled “Hatay on the agenda again,” in which decisions of the National Security Council were criticized, and he was released by the Prosecution Office on 27 April pending trial. 

Two separate trials were brought against Abdurrahman Dilipak, columnist with the daily Akit, in April with the request of an imprisonment term up to 12 years on charges of “insulting the army” (TPC 159). Dilipak was prosecuted at Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 2 because of statements such as “Our brothers who were dismissed from the military because of their beliefs should not surrender, they should not leave alone their friends within the military” and “It is the contra-guerilla that has surrounded the state just like cancer. The police and the military are involved in this affair”. A trial was brought against Radikal newspaper’s editor-in-chief Salim Alpaslan and Abdurrahman Dilipak when the newspaper Radikal published an interview Dilipak gave to French journal Le Figaro. The trial commenced at İstanbul SSC on 22 May. In his testimony, Dilipak said, “I did not make the statements published in Le Figaro. We sent a denial notice to the journal. The translation was distorted and then published in Radikal”.

Ercan Atay, editor-in-chief of the local newspaper “Batman” published in Batman, was sentenced to 2 years in prison and fined TL 600,000 in the trial brought against him because a speech made by Münir Ceylan, former Chairman of the Petrol-İş Trade Union, was published in the newspaper. In the trial, which concluded at Diyarbakır SSC on 20 June, Ceylan was also sentenced to 1 year in prison and fined TL 300,000.

f) Radio and Television Supreme Board (RTÜK)

In 1997, RTÜK issued 109 warnings (79 for TV channels and 30 for radio station), and ordered 57 decisions of halting the broadcast (37 for TV channels and 20 for radio station). Some of the punishments the RTÜK gave were:

İzmir Public Prosecution Office opened a trial against Savaş Öztürk, the Broadcast Director of a private local radio station in İzmir, “Demokrat Radyo”, and Necmi Aksoy, a radio programmer, on the claims of “inciting people against the laws” during a radio program entitled “What’s going on in the Prisons?” broadcast on 7 January 1996. Besides, RTÜK gave a closure punishment for 1 day to the radio. The radio station did not broadcast on 14 March.

The broadcasting of Metro TV, broadcasting in Diyarbakır, Şok Radio in İçel and Mesaj FM in Gebze, Kocaeli, were each stopped for 30 days. Besides, RTÜK halted the broadcast of Hedef Radio in Ankara for 8 days on different dates. 

Radyo Karacadağ in Urfa was given several warnings and its broadcast was stopped several times. Investigations were started and trials were brought against executives of the radio. 

Urfa Public Prosecution Office brought two separate trials against Radyo Karacadağ news editor-in-Chief Vedat Bakır because of programs broadcast on 2, 3 and 8 September and 5 October and with the claim that “broadcasts contrary to the principles set forth by the Law on the Broadcast of Radio and Television Establishments numbered 3984 and “broadcast without getting permission from RTÜK”. In the trials, the prosecutors requested conviction of Vedat Bakır and closure of the radio station. 

In addition, Urfa Governorate lodged an official complaint against the radio with the Public Prosecution Office on the grounds that the texts titled “Call Text” and “Security Forces,” which were released by Urfa 20th Armored Brigade Headquarters, were not read on the radio. The Governorate accused Radyo Karacadağ of violating Article 25/2 of the Law numbered 3984, which stipulates, “Radio and Television Establishments are compelled to broadcast announcements by the President and the government concerning the requisites of national security, public order, general health and general morality”.

On 16 December, RTÜK gave a 30-day punishment of halting broadcast to Radyo Karacadağ on the grounds that “people were incited to violence and ethnic discrimination” in the program titled “Actual (Güncel)” which was broadcast on 20 March. The punishment was implemented on 15 January 1998. Afterwards, RTÜK gave a 30-day punishment of halting broadcast to the radio because of the news programs broadcast on 2 and 8 September. This punishment was implemented on 14 February 1998. 
8.3. THE FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY AND DEMONSTRATION

In 1997, the oppressive attitude adopted both by the government and by the security forces toward meetings and demonstrations continued. While meetings and demonstrations were subject to rules, which were made stricter following the military coup of 12 September 1980, many meetings and demonstrations were dispersed by force regardless of their authorization. Meetings and demonstrations were subject to discriminative practices depending on the political views of the organizers and participants. For instance, members and adherents of the MHP could freely hold demonstrations even in places where demonstrations were completely forbidden. In the attacks during meetings and demonstrations, the security forces killed at least two people and wounded many others. Thousands of people were detained during meetings and demonstrations. In particular, citizens who participated in the act of “One Minute of Darkness for Continuous Light,” initiated with the demand that the state-mafia relations be revealed and the perpetrators be put on trial, faced intervention of the police and gendarmerie. Police officers intervened in “One Minute of Darkness for Continuous Light” act held on 15 February in Antalya and beat the passer-by Celal Cankoru to death.

In discrepancy to previous years, no ‘extra-judicial execution’ was experienced during the 1 May Labor Day demonstrations and the Newroz Feast in 1997. However, numerous people were detained before, during and after Labor Day and Newroz, and during and after demonstrations. In that period, there was an increase in cases of torture and ill treatment. Legal arrangements on the powers of the security forces as well as instructions by the Ministry of the Interior and Governors paved the way for prevention or dispersion of meetings and demonstrations by force.

In August, a draft was prepared for the amendment of the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations numbered 2911. In the draft prepared by the coalition government of the ANAP and DSP, the definition of “organizations established to commit crimes” was extended to vaguer from and replaced with “organizations, which are established or which are supposed to be established to commit crimes.” The amendment provided: “It is forbidden to take part in meetings and demonstrations by carrying emblems or signs which belong to organizations that have been established or are supposed to have been established to commit crimes, or by wearing uniform-like clothes on which are such emblems or signs, or by covering their faces completely or partially with a piece of cloth or the like in order to conceal the identity.” (
)

In addition to the works on amendments, a circular issued during the office of Meral Akşener as the Minister of Interior provided another example for practices restricting the freedom of assembly and demonstrations. The circular dated 11 June stated: “It has recently been determined that several meetings and demonstrations would be organized by certain political parties and mass organizations, particularly by HADEP, SİP, ÖDP and EMEP, in protest at political developments and cross-border operations by the Turkish Armed Forces. The aim of these meetings and demonstrations is to present our country in a false manner to the international public opinion.” The dates and addresses of the meetings and demonstrations that would be held by trade unions, mass organizations and the above-mentioned political parties were given and it was demanded that these should not be permitted. It was ordered that the police disperse the meetings and demonstrations by force. Traveling to the venues of demonstrations should be prevented.

Moreover, many activities were not allowed and there was pressure on associations, foundations, political parties, and press and media organizations before marches and demonstrations. For instance, EMEP members who set out from Antalya for Ankara with buses they hired in order to take part in the demonstration entitled “Do Something About Turkey, Struggle for Democratization,” held by Türk-İş Trade Union on 5 January in Ankara, were stopped by the police near Kepez, Antalya, and were not allowed to go on. The police also prevented EMEP members, who wanted to go to Ankara from Antalya, at the bus station. Numerous people including reporters for several socialist journals were detained in Ankara before the demonstration. Those detained were released after the demonstration.

Another example of intolerance against meetings, demonstrations and marches was the circular issued by the Prime Ministry before the country wide act of stopping to work, which would be held by KESK in December. The circular of 10 December instructed that legal proceedings be initiated against public servants who would take part in the act. The circular issued by Yaşar Yazıcıoğlu, Undersecretary for the Prime Ministry, noted: “The Prime Ministry has been informed that some public servants would undertake collective acts of stopping working and slowing down working although this is prohibited by the law on the legal status of the public servants. Although we expect that the state employees will not undertake such illegal acts, the public servants working in public organizations and institutions will be prevented by high-ranking executives of the ministry or institution to which such organizations and institutions are subordinated, from participating in such acts, and the continuation of work and services will be ensured. Necessary proceedings will be taken against those who act otherwise with a view to ensuring that the authority of the State is not damaged by such demonstrations, meetings and acts, public security is provided, services are not impeded and the public servants are not manipulated toward crimes.” 

a) The Act of One Minute of Darkness for Continuous Light 

The act of “One Minute of Darkness for Continuous Light,” which spontaneously became a current issue with the demand of clarifying the state-mafia connections and arraigning perpetrators following the Susurluk accident, started on 1 February. The act was supported by certain political parties, trade unions, associations and mass organizations, and became unexpectedly widespread. The act spread in spite of hindrances and attacks by the police, the government and right-wing circles. Large numbers of citizens expressed their hope for a “clean society - clean politics” by turning the lights on and off at 9pm every evening, and by taking part in demonstrations in streets and squares. A survey from the Parameter Research Group was publicized in February. The poll showed that the “One Minute of Darkness for Continuous Light” act was supported by 71 percent of the society. In the beginning, the act was supposed to be held throughout February, but it continued in March because of massive participation.

The act was prevented in many places. For instance, Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan described the act as ‘intrigues, envy, parasites,’ and he took a more critical view by saying, that ‘foreign and domestic influences are acting together with the provocation of the PKK.’ Minister of Justice Şevket Kazan defined the act as “they are playing a game.” (
)

In addition to reactions from “the government,” the police prevented acts held in the streets at 9pm. Hundreds of people were detained and one person died during the demonstrations. On 15 February, about 5000 people gathered in Cumhuriyet Square in Antalya at 8.30pm, lit candles and shouted slogans like “Government Resign,” “Kazan Resign.” A group of demonstrators attempted to march towards the Great Unity Party (BBP) building, whose lights had not been turned off. The police stopped the group. While the police attempted to disperse the group, Celal Cankoru (45), who allegedly had no relation with the action, was beaten. Cankoru died on the way to hospital. Celal Cankoru’s wife Süheyla Cankoru stated that they had gone out for a walk: “We found ourselves in the middle of a crowd. All of a sudden, the police officers attacked us with kicks and blows. My husband had a heart attack. When a plainclothes police officer hit him on the head, Celal fell down.” In her statement she made on 18 February, Süheyla Cankoru said that a plain-clothes person with grey hair had hit him strongly on the back of his head.” 
This police officer, whose face was seen in the images on TV, was reportedly Dursun Saygılı, in charge at the Political Branch. An article published in Emek newspaper on 22 February stated that Dursun Saygılı was previously in charge in Ereğli, Zonguldak. After the images of Dursun Saygılı were seen on TV, several people called the newspaper and disclosed that Dursun Saygılı had had a quarrel with his neighbor in Ereğli and attempted to kill him. They said: “Saygılı fired a cartridge of bullets on his neighbor, yet his neighbor escaped and survived, meanwhile another of his neighbors was wounded to the leg.”

An autopsy was conducted on Cankoru on 17 February. Prosecutor İsmet Tarhan made a statement following the examination by Forensic Physician Celil Demircan and said that the cause of death was heart attack and lung edema. Tarhan said: “No traces of blows that might lead to death were determined.” In her response to the parliamentary question by CHP MP Celal Topkan, then Minister of Interior Meral Akşener claimed that 7 provocateurs were taken into the police vehicle and when one of them had a medical disorder, he was taken to the hospital in a police car.

In a press meeting, Antalya Security Director Natık Canca said: “We requested the Security General Directorate to send an inspector so that the police officers in Antalya would be cleared of the suspicions.” When several journalists stated that they had witnessed the beating of Cankoru by the police, and that they themselves had been kicked, Canca got annoyed and said: “Go and file an official complaint with the prosecution. Do everything you can.” Security General Director Alaaddin Yüksel described the death of Cankoru as “an individual incident.” Yüksel said: “We will gradually decrease such individual errors as pulling from the hair, using truncheons and chasing with stones in social movements.” 

Following the autopsy, Celal Cankoru was taken to Eğridir district of İsparta on 17 February to be buried. The police prevented numerous people who attempted to go to Eğridir for the funeral.

Mustafa Şahin, Chairman of the ÖDP Provincial Organization, who was among those beaten by the police during the incident, was hospitalized with the diagnosis of “trauma to the head.” Şahin filed an official complaint with the prosecution office on 23 February on behalf of those beaten during the incident. The trial opened against Mustafa Şahin, ÖDP members Ethem İlter Dinçer and Sühalp Alıcıoğlu and 4 people on claims of resisting the police during the incidents, with the demand of imprisonment from 1 year 6 months to 5 years, commenced at Antalya Penal Court No. 4 on 7 April. The trial was still under way.

Trial of Dursun Saygılı

The investigation started in connection with the incident concluded in April and a trial was opened against Dursun Saygılı on charges of “causing the death of Celal Cankoru.” In the hearing at Antalya Criminal Court No. 1 on 8 April, Saygılı was accused of “killing a person beyond intention.” Saygılı said that he had not seen Celal Cankoru and his wife during the act at Cumhuriyet Square, and he had no connection with the incident. Saygılı said: “It was not me who hit Cankoru on the head with the walkie-talkie. It was not me who was carrying the walkie-talkie that evening, but deputy superintendent Muharrem Çaycı.” Dursun Saygılı, who was with grey hair in TV images, had his hair dyed in black and cut his moustache. 13 lawyers assigned by Antalya Bar Association represented Cankoru, who was a retired bank employee. Cankoru’s wife Süheyla Cankoru and his son Ahmet Cankoru stated that they were complainants against Saygılı. In the hearing, Yunus Emre Gülün, Ethem İlter Dinçer, Sühalp Alıcıoğlu and lawyer Mustafa Şahin, Chairman of the ÖDP Antalya Provincial Organization presented a joint written testimony. The witnesses stated that during the incident, Celal Cankoru went sick holding his head with his left hand in the police car, and although his wife had cried out “my husband is ill,” the police officers had not dealt with him.

In the hearing on 18 June, the presiding judge read the Governorate’s report that “the demonstration was unauthorized.” He disclosed that the trial had been halted because the Provincial Administration Board had to take a decision to enable the court to prosecute the defendant for the reason that “the offence was committed when the alleged perpetrator was on duty.” Antalya Provincial Administration Board decided on the prosecution of Dursun Saygılı. When Saygılı appealed against the decision, the case file was sent to the Council of State. The case file was still pending before the Council of State.

In the meantime, another trial was opened against Saygılı on claims of beating Mustafa Şahin. In the hearing at Antalya Penal Court No. 2 on 23 September, the trial was halted for the same reason. When Antalya Provincial Administration Board decided on prosecution, the trial started again. The trial was still under way.

One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light; Pressures

Following the initiation of the One-Minute Darkening for Continuous Light act, the first massive demonstration was held in İskenderun with the participation of about 2,000 people.

Nine people, including journalist Fatih Altaylı, who blew their horns in front of the house of DYP Chairwoman Tansu Çiller in Yeniköy, İstanbul, at 9pm on 7 February as part of the “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” act, were detained for a while. 

In Barınak Site in Batıkent, Ankara, a police officer named Özay Karatepe fired into the air, first from his apartment’s balcony and then on the street when people turned off their lights at night on 20 February. The police officer was detained by gendarmes.

MHP adherents attacked, with stones and clubs, around 400 people, the participants of two demonstrations held at Çavuşpaşa Street and in front of the Community House (Halkevi) in Soğanlı, İstanbul, in the evening on 17 February. One person was wounded in the attack. The police officers that arrived at the spot detained about 20 demonstrators. 

On 22 February, unknown assailants opened fire from a construction site on a police vehicle, which had arrived at Nurettin Sözen Park in Maltepe Gülsuyu quarter of İstanbul for taking security measures, and a police officer named Cemal Ağar was slightly wounded. 

Armored vehicles dispersed a group of about 1000 people who gathered in front of the Yamanlar Police Station in Yamanlar quarter of İzmir in the evening on 21 February. The police detained 8 people.

The police intervened in the demonstration held in Barbaros quarter of Tarsus on the same night, and detained about 100 demonstrators. In Malatya, the police officers chased demonstrators in the streets and detained 16 demonstrators. 

Kırşehir Governorate banned the leaflets published by the Labor’s Party (EMEP) Kırşehir Provincial Organization in connection with the act. Two people who were detained by plainclothes police officers after the act held in İkitelli, İstanbul, in the evening on 26 February, were beaten for three hours and then released.

An investigation was started against numerous students who turned on and off the lights and who held a demonstration in the garden of İstanbul Vezneciler Girls’ Dormitory on 27 February. Eight students were subsequently dismissed from the dormitory. They made a press release in front of the dormitory on 16 April and protested the decision. The police officers dispersed students, who gathered for the press release by force and detained under beating 20 people including Zülfikar Ali Aydın, reporter for the newspaper Demokrasi. Aydın, who was beaten by a police chief named Efraim Çınar and 4 police officers in charge at Eminönü Political Police Branch, was detained and received a medical report from the Forensic Institute on 17 April certifying his “inability to work for 2 days.” The Forensic Institute also issued medical reports for the students for their inability to work for 10 days. Afterwards, a trial was opened against Aydın and 18 students aged between 18 and 22 on charges of “holding an unauthorized demonstration and resisting the police.” The trial held at İstanbul Penal Court No. 9 ended in acquittal in the hearing held on 11 December.

In Basınköy, Adana, a group of MHP adherents insulted the dwellers who turned on and off their lights at 9pm on 4 March. The police, who intervened in the clash between the dwellers and MHP adherents, fired in the air. Mustafa Şirin was wounded heavily in the incident, and 9 people were detained.
Hatun Temizalp and Ali Can Kaya, reporters for the newspaper Proleter Halkın Birliği, and 4 people were detained on return from the act held in Alibeyköy, İstanbul, on 7 March. In Uğur Mumcu quarter of Kartal, İstanbul, the MHP adherent Ayhan Kalafat shot and wounded a demonstrator named Yılmaz (surname unrevealed) on 8 March. Ayhan Kalafat was detained.

In an attempt at dispersing the demonstration held in Ege quarter of Mamak, Ankara, on 10 March, the police officers drove their cars toward the demonstrators. The police detained two demonstrators from the group who attempted to continue the demonstration.

Police officers intervened in the demonstration held in Dağkapı quarter of Diyarbakır on 10 March, and detained about 150 people including Murat Sezgin, reporter for the newspaper Emek. The detainees were released after a while.

In Bandırma, demonstrators were attacked by the MHP adherents with stones and clubs on 11 March. Arriving at the spot, the police officers detained some demonstrators. An investigation was started against the chairpersons of the district organization of the BP, HADEP, CHP and DSP in connection with the demonstrations held in Haymana district of Ankara. Haymana Public Prosecution Office received the testimonies of Yılmaz Keskin, Chairman of the BP District Organization, Mehmet Karaca of the HADEP District Organization, Ali Sıvacı, Chairman of the CHP District Organization, and Doğan Ünal, Chairman of the DSP District Organization on 14 March. An investigation was started against 21 people, including 14 university students, who participated in the demonstration held in Bolu on 9 March. Several people who were not in Bolu on the day of the demonstration were reportedly also included in the scope of the investigation.

A trial was opened against 19 people who took part in the “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” act in Ereğli, Zonguldak, in March on charges of violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations. The trial of 19 people including CHP and ÖDP District Chairpersons, HRA Branch Chairperson, executives of EMEP, Eğitim-Sen and SES commenced on 8 May. In the demonstration held in Menemen district of İzmir on 9 April, 25 people, including 20 teachers, were detained.

The gendarmerie intervened in the demonstration held by the students at Bursa Uludağ University on 1 April in order to protest the attacks by MHP adherents and to support the act, which had commenced again. The gendarmerie detained 21 students who gathered at the Faculty of Economy and detained 3 people following the act at the Faculty of Medicine.

Following the act held in front of the municipality building in Adıyaman on 11 April with the participation of about 100 people, Mehmet Uçar, an executive member of the HADEP Adıyaman Provincial Organization, was detained by the police. Uçar was reportedly released after being kept at Adıyaman Police HQ for three hours. He was beaten and forced to resign from the HADEP.

The students, who set out from İstanbul, Bursa, Çanakkale and Balıkesir on 12 April in order to make a press release in Susurluk on the call by the University Students Coordination, were not allowed to enter Balıkesir. About 150 students who came from İstanbul were kept waiting at Balıkesir provincial border for about 3 hours. When officials did not allow the students to make a press release, the students blockaded the road and held a sit-in. Police and gendarmerie prevented the sit-in by force. After ÖDP executives met Susurluk District Governor Cafer Odabaşı, the students were allowed to make a press release 100 m away from the spot of the accident in Susurluk.
Among the students, who had come from Çanakkale and Bursa to Susurluk, 13 were detained. Eight of them were reportedly from Uludağ University and 3 from Çanakkale 18 March University. The students were released after a while. 

On the anniversary of the Susurluk accident, participants of the People’s Assemblies, who set out from İstanbul in 7 buses on 1 November in order to submit signatures to Parliament collected with the demand of prosecution of the perpetrators revealed after the accident in Susurluk were prevented all through the way. The police stopped the participants, who had spent the night in Bursa, at the entrance of Eskişehir. When the participants were not allowed to go on, they reacted by saying, “Either allow us to enter into city or detain us.” Officials attempted to take them to Eskişehir Police HQ Anti-Riot Branch in police vehicles. On the way, the police beat the participants, who attempted to get off the buses and walk. Journalists covering the incident were beaten, and their cameras were broken. The group of about 350 people, who were taken to Anti-Riot Branch, could continue on 3 November.

On the same day, a group of participants of the People’s Assemblies gathered in front of Ankara Zafer Bazaar, made a press release and staged a sit-in in order to wait for the group coming from Eskişehir. The group sat about half an hour and a harsh quarrel arose between the group and police. The police surrounded the group and took the demonstrators one by one out of the circle. Nobody was detained. Meanwhile, the participants of the People’s Assemblies coming from Eskişehir arrived in Ankara and were taken to the hippodrome under police surveillance. The group was not allowed to enter the city and ten people representing the group took the signatures to Parliament. While the group was kept in the hippodrome, Handan Coşkun, a reporter for the newspaper Demokrasi, was detained, but released after a while.

KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI

It was decided that the act of “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” should begin as a second warning period on 6 April with the slogan of “I rebel, I insist” and should continue until 23 April. 

Since no discernible progress was observed following the Susurluk accident, the call “made from citizen to citizen” in connection with the act contained the following views: 

“I was longing for a democratic, contemporary and transparent rule of law in my country, Turkey. I demanded insistently that my country should be cleansed of gangs. For 37 days starting from 1 February, I gave my voice to the night with my light, applause, saucepan, pan, pipe, and candle every night at 9. I thought that this peaceful, but angry voice of mine heard by the whole world, was also heard by the governors of the country and thus I suspended my act. But since then, nothing has changed in Turkey, and no tangible progress has been observed. That is what I rebel against! And I insist on my demands. Between 6 April 1997 and 23 April 1997, I will turn on and off the lights every night at 9. I will give my voice to the night and turn the night into light with my saucepan, pan, pipe, candle, flashlight, music, song and sparkler. I will attach a white ribbon to my window, balcony, collar and car. And if this situation, which drives millions of people crazy, does not change, and law does not become dominant in social life, I will think that the governors lead us to ‘civil disobedience.’ I insistent on my rebellion and demand, and invite all citizens to participate in this act. This call is from citizen to citizen.”

KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ

About 200 people, who gathered in Okmeydanı, İstanbul, on 20 April, started to march shouting slogans. The group danced and shouted slogans at Kurtuluş Square for a while and then started to march again toward Okmeydanı, but this time was dispersed by the police. During the incident, numerous people were detained, and a young girl named Ayşe was wounded during the attack and hospitalized. Before the act, the youths named Murat Demirkan, Özcan Kılıçkaya, Salih Topkaya, Barış Kıymaz and Serkan were detained on the streets. 

After 600 people participated in the demonstration of “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” on Cumhuriyet Square in Kırıkkale on 28 February, a trial was opened against 45 people in April upon a denunciation by Kırıkkale Governorate to the Public Prosecution Office. The indictment claimed that 45 people held an unauthorized march and violated the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations. The trial commenced at Kırıkkale Penal Court No. 1 on 29 April.

The trial opened against Melih Çınar, Chairman of the Association for Atatürkist Thought (ADD) Bandırma Branch in connection with his press release on the act of “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” ended in acquittal after the first hearing at Bandırma Penal Court on 9 June.

Police officers intervened against a group of demonstrators, who dispersed following the act held on Havuzlu Square in the Municipality Park in Bartın on 1 October, and detained under beating primary school teacher Sacit Üngüder and health professional Salih Baydemir. The police attacked Ayhan Acar, cameraman with the local TV channel BTV, and reporter Selim Bostancı, who were covering the incident. The police threatened the journalists saying, “No journalist has been beaten here until now. You will be the first if you cover the incident.” Two people detained during the incident were released after their testimonies were taken. Salih Baydemir said in his testimony at the Public Prosecution Office that the police officers had told him, “We killed Metin Göktepe, we may kill you as well.” Baydemir related the incident as follows: “After the act, I wanted to go to the teachers’ house to watch a football match. In Havuzbaşı, I saw my friend Sacit arguing with police officers. They started to hit Sacit. When I arrived there, they also hit me. They tried to get us into a car. At that time, I shouted, ‘Human dignity will overcome torture.’ They continued to hit us in the car. They continued to beat us at the police station.” After release, the two public servants filed an official complaint against the police officers, who beat them.

In Karaburun district of İzmir, Ayhan Akçura was detained because he hanged posters reading, “Lift the parliamentary immunity, prosecute the gangs” and “To the Lights Again, One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” on posts on 2 October.

On 4 October, Adana Governorate closed down Adana Community House (Halkevi) for 5 days in connection with the placard reading “Gangs will account to the people” hanged on the building. 

Police officers intervened in the act held in Şakirpaşa quarter of Adana on 7 October and opened fire into the air. When the demonstrators responded, a quarrel arose and the windows of many police cars were broken. 13 people were detained. About 10 people were reportedly wounded. On the same day, in Bergama, İzmir, Afet Alp, an executive of the HRA, Meleksima Alp, the Chairwoman of EMEP Kocasinan District Organization, Halil Özbey, Chairman of EMEP Provincial Organization, Saadettin Aykırı, an executive of the EMEP and Hasan Daşkın were detained.

Some MHP adherents attacked with knives and guns a person who was returning from the act held in İçerenköy İmar ve İskan Blokları Site on 11 October. The youth who was attacked was saved by passers-by. The MHP adherents opened fire on those who intervened and ran away from the spot. The police officers, who arrived at the spot did not chase the assailants, but dispersed the people who had gathered. About 300 people held a march in protest of the attitude of the police. An unnamed juvenile stressed that the MHP adherents Engin Parlak and Murat Öztüten led the attack.

Kemal Özdemir, member of Eğitim-Sen working as a teacher in Torbalı district of İzmir, was “exiled” to another school in October on the ground that he took part in the “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” demonstrations. The trial opened against 24 people including ÖDP and Eğitim-Sen executives in connection with the acts held in Oyton Square in Samandağ, Antalya in February, on charges of violating the “Law on Meetings and Demonstrations,” commenced on 15 October. Samandağ Public Prosecutor Meral Hiçmioğulları was reportedly “exiled” to Batman for deciding on non-prosecution after she took the testimonies of 24 people.

Police officers intervened in the demonstration held in Alibey Stop in Altındağ, Ankara, at night on 16 October, hit Devrim Güngör on the head with a walkie-talkie and took Sibel Aktülün away under beatings. EMEP Altındağ District Organization executive members Mustafa Gülay and Hüseyin Aktülün were detained and taken to Selahattin Doğan Police Station. They were interrogated and then released. EMEP member Ender Yalçın, who was going home after the act held in Zafer quarter of Yenibosna, İstanbul, on the same day, was stabbed by MHP adherents. Ender Yalçın reportedly suffered from damage to his lung, liver, stomach and duodenum. Some people attacked the act of “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” held in Erzincan quarter of Yakacık, İstanbul on 16 October. The police did not intervene and 2 people were wounded (one heavily).

30 demonstrators who took part in the act held in Bağcılar, İstanbul, on 26 October were detained. The statement by Bağcılar People’s Assemblies Initiative said that detainees had been kept naked on cold concrete ground for about 10 hours, and there had cigarette burns on their bodies. 

An investigation was started against 28 students from the Faculty of Language, History and Geography of Ankara University on charges of participating in “One Minute Darkening for Continuous Light” acts. The panel “Susurluk, Politics and Democracy Martyrs” which would be held by the HADEP Antep Provincial Organization in commemoration of Abdülsamet Sakık, former Chairman of the HEP Antep Provincial Organization killed on 3 November 1993, was not permitted by Antep Police HQ on the grounds of ‘lacking documents.’

The Meeting of “Democracy against Gangs” 

Ten thousands of people participated in the demonstration held in Susurluk on the anniversary of the accident. Extraordinary security measures were taken; special team members and the gendarmerie searched the buses at the entrance of the district; and marksmen were positioned on the roofs of the buildings around Şehit İbrahim Çınar Square, where the meeting would be held. Armored vehicles were positioned on the streets leading to the square and police helicopters flew over the meeting area. Since MHP Chairperson Devlet Bahçeli would hold a mass meeting in Balıkesir on the same day, additional 1200 police officers from neighboring districts were assigned to Susurluk. The vehicles, which entered the city from Bursa, stopped for a rest in the petrol station where the accident had occurred. Several groups danced and shouted slogans and then went to the meeting area.

Members of the ÖDP, CHP, EMEP, HADEP, SİP, KESK, DİSK, HRA, Halkevleri (Community Houses) and numerous trade unions, associations, chambers and democratic mass organizations gathered in the meeting area. When Şehit İbrahim Çınar Square was filled completely with demonstrators, the crowd gathered in the Bursa-İzmir road, İstasyon, Okullar and Kasaplar streets. The demonstrators carried a puppet of Angel of Death with photos of Çatlı, Bucak and Mehmet Ağar.
On 4 November, a march was held in Diyarbakır in protest of the gangs. In spite of hindrance by the police, more than a thousand people marched from Ekinciler Street to İstasyon Street at around 9pm carrying candles and showing the victory sign. The police prevented the cortege. During the intervention, the nose of Davut Balıkçı, Chairman of Tüm Maliye-Sen Diyarbakır Branch, was broken due to a truncheon blow. Numerous people including Davut Balıkçı were detained. They were released after a while. 

Şükran Eken, Chairwoman of Halkevleri (Community House) Dikmen Branch, who was detained on the ground that she participated in the press statement held in Kızılay, Ankara, on 3 November in connection with the Susurluk accident, deteriorated due to the torture inflicted on her and was hospitalized. Eken was diagnosed “a rupture in the spleen,” and taken first to the Intensive Care Unit of the SSK Dışkapı Hospital. She was then taken to General Surgery Service and since her bleeding continued, she was kept under medical observation for a while. Yıldız Temurtürkan, Chairwoman of the HRA Ankara Branch, made a statement in connection with the incident, and noted that Şükran Eken, Ahmet Çiçekgil, Tarkan Özdemir and Ulaş Sevim, who had been detained during the act in Kızılay, were beaten harshly in the police vehicle. Temurtürkan stated that medical reports by the Forensic Institute confirmed the torture: “Şükran Eken was tortured and beaten in the police car by plainclothes police officers in charge at the Anti-Terror Branch. The lawyers, who were HRA executives, went to Çankaya Police Station and saw that health of Şükran Eken was very bad and ensured her hospitalization.” Şükran Eken lodged an official complaint with Ankara Chief Public Prosecution Office in mid-November against the plainclothes police officers who beat her. In the official complaint, it was stated that Eken had stayed in hospital for three days and had been issued a medical report certifying her inability to work for 20 days due to bleeding arising from blows. Some journalists were also beaten during the demonstration.

b) World Women’s Day

Diyarbakır Governor’s Office banned activities which would be held by Diyarbakır Democracy Platform Women Commission and HADEP Provincial Organization on the occasion of 8 March World Women’s Day. 

HADEP members coming from Söke and Ortaklar were not allowed to participate in the mass meeting entitled “Privatization, Democratic State; 8 March World Working Women’s Day,” organized by Aydın Democracy Platform, since they carried yellow, red and green colors. After the meeting, Derya Bektaş and Ferit Sever, reporters for the newspaper Demokrasi, and three HADEP members were detained by the police. They were released after a while. 

A trial was opened against Ayşe Düzkan (journalist), Meryem Turan, Hatice Akman, Nevin İl, Filiz Koçali (ÖDP executive), Nimet Tanrıkulu (HRA), Hatice Pehlivanoğlu (ÖDP executive), Oya Meriç Eyüboğlu and Hatice Soma Vural, members of the Meeting Organizing Committee, in connection with the meeting “Now Women are Organized,” held on Abide-i Hürriyet Square in Şişli, İstanbul, on 8 March. Şişli Public Prosecution Office claimed that the defendants “violated the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations.” The trial commenced at Şişli Penal Court No. 9 on 30 June. It ended in acquittal 

Following the public statement made on the occasion of the World Women’s Day in Malatya, participants and journalists covering the statement were detained on 14 and 15 March. The names of some of them were: Mustafa Türk (HADEP Provincial Organization Chairman), Kamber Söylemez (HADEP provincial executive), Zübeyde Uysal (HADEP provincial executive), Sabri Sel (HADEP central district executive), Sakin Berktaş (HADEP Youth Commission Chairman), Suna Türk (Eğitim-Sen branch executive), Döndü Yaman (Eğitim-Sen member), Haşim Şenol (Eğitim-Sen member), Nasır Oyman, Meryem Söylemez, Gülbahar Sel, Efkan Köse, Ali Kemal Sel (reporter for Demokrasi), Ayşe Oyman (reporter for Demokrasi), Cem Doğan (reporter for Demokrasi), Erdal Söylemez (reporter for Özgür Halk journal), Serpil Kılıç (reporter for Özgür Halk journal) and representatives of the journals Özgür Gelecek, Atılım and Kurtuluş. Malatya Public Prosecution Office opened a trial against 69 detainees on charges of “violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations.” The trial commenced at Malatya Penal Court No. 2 on 16 May.

c) The Newroz Feast

In 1997, no death occurred during the incidents on 21 March Newroz Feast, but there were tensions similar to previous years. Many people were detained before and after the Newroz Feast. The security forces intervened in celebrations in several cities and beat numerous people. 

The police raided the HRA Adana Branch on 19 March. Songül Çapartaş, Secretary of the Branch, said that the police had come in the afternoon and stayed for 3 hours. They searched the office and seized newspapers and journals.

The applications for Newroz celebrations were accepted in many provinces including Adana, Mersin, Ankara, İstanbul and Van, but not in Diyarbakır, Kırşehir, Antakya, Dörtyol (Antakya) Hakkari, Elazığ, Batman, Ağrı, Antep, Siirt, Bingöl, Iğdır, Osmaniye, Mardin and İzmir. In Van, the permission was later cancelled.

Roland Troillet, Comment Claude Schluchter, Philippe Dumarteret, Gerald Hauser and Albert Gubler, members of the Swiss delegation who came to Diyarbakır to observe the Newroz celebrations and conduct investigations in Lice, were detained during ID checks conducted by soldiers on the road between Diyarbakır and Lice on 20 March.

When the drummers, hired for the welcoming ceremony for Tansu Çiller to Halfeli town of Iğdır for Newroz celebrations, stated that they would not beat their drums, they were taken to the police station. Halfeli Deputy Mayor Mehmet Çobaz demanded the drummers to beat their drums in the welcoming ceremony. When the drummers rejected his demand, Çobaz denounced Sadık Şişko and his friends to the police. The drummers were taken to the police station, but released after a while. 

The HADEP members Zübeyir Atabey (District Accountant), Alaattin Altıntaş (District Secretary), Resul Kılıç (District executive member), Ali Zilgeş Seyidoğlu, Münir Tunç, İskan Geldi, Nizam Müsülün (District executive member) and Kadir (surname unknown) were detained and taken to Pendik Police HQ for putting up unauthorized placards in Pendik, İstanbul, on 19 March.

Many people were detained during house raids in Diyarbakır prior to Newroz. During the raid on the house of Zahat Adak in Bağlar quarter at night on 18 March, Zahat Adak and his guest from Batman were detained. On the same day, Azize Güler was detained in another house raid. The police raided a house in Kaynartepe quarter of Bağlar, Diyarbakır at night on 18 March, and detained Sümbül Yıldız, Remziye Yıldız, Zeytin Yıldız, Gurbet Yıldız and Metin Yıldız. At the same time, Aziz Güler (17) and Bişar Güler (22) were detained in Hançepek quarter of Hasırlı, Diyarbakır. 

The police detained Aziz Poyraz, Chairman of HADEP İzmir Provincial Youth Commission, executives of HADEP İzmir Provincial Organization Hüseyin Otçeken and Bülent İşleyen, and the HADEP members Havas İlhan, Navaf Aktaş, Zeki Ekinci, İhsan Özgür Nadir Ok, Dünya Ekti, Kıymet Aslan, Deniz Adıgüzel, Fethi Taş, Hanifi Atabey, Maruf Kurt and 5 people (names unknown) on 19 March on charges of hanging Newroz placards in several district of İzmir. 

Following the Newroz celebrations in Kuruçeşme, İzmir, Raşit Güleryüz, Chairman of HADEP Buca District Organization and Bilal Çabuk, former Chairman of the District Organization were detained. Abdülkerim Kaplan, Chairman of Karşıyaka District Organization, was detained during the raid on his house. No incident occurred in the celebrations in Mersin, Ceyhan, Osmaniye, Adana, Ankara, İzmir, Konya, İzmir, Muğla, Kayseri, Kırşehir, Eskişehir, Bursa, Manisa, Aydın and Denizli.

The celebrations in Diyarbakır were held in Batıkent quarter. About 15 thousand people including Sedat Yurtdaş and Aynur Gürbüz, Deputy Chairpersons of HADEP, members of provincial and district organizations, participated in the celebration in Batıkent. While the people were dancing a woman named Leyla Varsak attempted to throw herself into the fire in protest of the practices of forcing to become village guards in Lice. The people prevented her, but her feet were burnt partially. Following the celebrations, people attempted to march, but were prevented by the police. About 40 people were reportedly detained.

Since the open-air celebrations were not allowed in Van, Newroz was celebrated in the HADEP provincial organization building. On 21 March, about 500 people, who wanted to go to the party building, were detained and this number rose to 600 with the detentions following the celebration. 

Three of the children, who set Newroz fire in Huzur quarter of Batman, were pushed into the fire by four people who were reportedly special team members. There were slight burns on the skins of Seyfi Nal (15), Mustafa Nal (14) and Zeki Nal (14). 

Police officers intervened in the Newroz celebration in Siirt Faculty of Education, Dicle University, and detained numerous students under beating. Among 20 students, who were wounded in the incidents, Ayşe Aksu, Seher Mersin, Birgül Biriki, Ali Maden, Barış Gemici, İshan Nazlı, Şehmuz Teken, Kemal Şahin, Sezai Karakuş, Meral Çalış and Serhat Fırat were reportedly hospitalized.

Around 2000 people participated in the Newroz celebrations in Urfa. After the celebrations, the crowd started to march toward the city center, but the police prevented them and dispersed the demonstrators under beating. At least 15 people were reportedly detained in Urfa before and after Newroz.

Journalist Andy McKeefe made a statement on behalf of the English delegation of 6 people including trade unionists and journalists, who went to Bingöl in order to observe the Newroz celebrations. McKeefe said that they had not been allowed to enter Kiğı, and had been verbally harassed by special team members who followed them. McKeefe disclosed that 4 villagers, with whom they had made interviews, had been beaten and detained before their eyes: “Since we thought that we might be killed, we gave up going to Kiğı.” McKeefe noted that they wanted to meet the governor in Bingöl, but they could not get any response from the authorities.

Dolores Antxia, Laura Fernandez, Conchita Abascal, Maria Jose Esteso, Marco Rizzardim, Teresa Peno, Tino Brugos, Elena Isidro and Eugenio Fonseca, members of the Spanish delegation who conducted investigations in Tunceli, made a press conference on 22 March. They disclosed that soldiers had detained them near Maden district of Elazığ. The delegation members stated that the soldiers had attempted to seize their films, documents and passports, and harassed them during detention.

In Kayseri, 21 people including Selahattin Ünsan, an executive member of the HRA Kayseri Branch and Ali Nihat Eroğlu, Kayseri reporter for the newspaper Atılım, were detained on 20 March. Some of them were arrested on 22 March.

In Ankara, Nazım Alkaya, Abdullah Kahraman and Haydar Şahin, from KESK Branches Platform, were detained before the Newroz celebrations and the act of silent march. Four people who participated in the public statement by HADEP in Yüksel Street were also detained. 

Eminönü HADEP members named Bilal Yüksel, Medeni Yiğit and Halis Yiğit, who were detained by the police officers from the Political Branch near Yenikapı Train Station as they were going to Newroz Peace Festival, were released from İstanbul Police HQ Political Branch on 22 March. They said that they had been subjected to torture methods such as falanga, truncheon and suspension. 

The trial opened against Gülseren Kasaphan, Hasan Beliren, Mustafa Karabulut, Osman Kara, Mustafa Çampınarı, Yusuf Polat and İbrahim Yakut, members of the organizing committee of Newroz celebrations in Adana in 1997, ended in acquittal in the hearing held at Adana SSC on 6 August. 
d) 1 May Labor Day (
)
In positive comparison to previous years, nobody died during 1 May Labor Day in 1997. However, many people were wounded or detained during the incidents in many cities, particularly in İstanbul. Numerous people were detained in operations carried out in the cities, especially in metropolitan cities, before Labor Day.

About 500 people were detained in the operations carried out by the police in İstanbul before Labor Day. İstanbul Governor Rıdvan Yenişen announced on 30 April the security measures taken in connection with the Labor Day celebrations. He said: “We have been informed by the intelligence sources that certain illegal organizations will disturb the mass meeting by wearing special clothes and carrying illegal materials and tools, and they will threat property and security of life by inciting and provoking the masses to crime.” Yenişen disclosed that 12 thousand police officers would be in charge around the meeting area, and 2500 police officers would be ready for intervention at 4 separate points. 

1 May Labor Day celebrations began at Taksim Square, İstanbul. The executives of trade unions and representatives of mass organizations left cloves to Kazancı Rise and wreaths to Taksim Atatürk Monument in commemoration of the 37 people killed on 1 May 1977. In Taksim, Halil Oyman, who left cloves to Taksim Monument every year in commemoration of those killed on 1 May, and 11 people who attempted to carry a placard reading “Viva 1 May Labor Day” in Kurdish and in Turkish, were detained. Hüseyin Çelik, Nurettin Temel, Aycan Silmaj, Türkan Özdeş, Hülya Koyun, Ülkü Şeyda Alakoç, Derya Dede, Özden Özpek, Şengül Kara, Gülbahar Kader and S.S., who was reported to be less than 18 years of age, were released on 2 May on conditions of trial without remand. 

More than 100 thousand people participated in the mass meeting at Şişli Abide-i Hürriyet Square, İstanbul. Before the meeting, police officers did not allow certain leftist groups to enter into the meeting area and a dispute arose between the police chiefs and trade union representatives, who were in charge of the cortege’s order, about the entrance of these groups into the meeting area. When the disputes produced no result, some groups behind the cortege changed their direction of march and started to walk toward Kasımpaşa. The groups in front of the cortege also did not enter into the meeting area and started to march toward Kasımpaşa. The police officers followed the groups for about two kilometers, and then intervened with armored vehicles and dogs. A clash broke out between the demonstrators and police. Twenty demonstrators beaten by the police with truncheons were seriously wounded. Sixteen police officers were wounded because of tear gas thrown by them and stones thrown by the demonstrators. Many people were detained during the incidents. Following the incident, police officers from Anti-Riot Branch Directorate marched by shouting slogans “Everything is for our country” and “I sacrifice myself for my country.”

Police officers beat journalists when they took pictures of wounded demonstrators whose faces were covered with blood. The groups dispersed by the police gathered at the back of the Perpa Business Center and started to march toward Okmeydanı. The groups built barricades and put tires on fire in Okmeydanı. When the demonstrators saw that the police officers were coming in armored vehicles, they burnt down a municipal vehicle and destroyed several cars. In the clash between the demonstrators and the police, many people were wounded and 22 people were detained. The police officers reportedly used their guns in the incident. Following the clash, the groups withdrew toward Okmeydanı and dispersed. Of those wounded, Eylem Güler, Ümit Yaşar, Yasemin Tümürkan, Zekeriya Can, and Hatice Timurtay reportedly suffered from cerebral trauma. 

While the mass meeting in Şişli Abide-i Hürriyet Square was under way, a tension broke out in Piyalepaşa Boulevard. While the political parties were entering into the area following the trade unions, a clash broke out between adherents of the Worker’s Party and the group carrying the placard of the Communist Party of Turkey /Marxist-Leninist (TKP/ML). Two people were wounded in the clash. Police officers did not intervene in the clash.

İstanbul Governor Rıdvan Yenişen made a statement at the Police HQ following the incidents and disclosed that 7 civilians and 15 police officers from the anti-riot branch had been slightly wounded. Yenişen stated that 22 people had been detained and claimed that the police officers had not used their guns. Most of those detained during the incidents were released by the police. 39 people were referred to the court on 3 May. Of the 39 people, 3 were released after interrogation by the prosecutor and 34 were remanded. It was observed that those remanded were put in the police bus under surveillance of the police. Most of them were crying and their heads and arms were bandaged. They were put in the bus under beating.

The trial of 34 people on charges of “violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations” commenced at Şişli Penal Court No. 1 on 27 June. In the hearing, 31 of the 34 defendants were released. Habib Alev, Murat Doğan and Muğdet Koç were released in the hearing held on 24 July. The trial was still under way.

In the meeting held in front of the Fish Wholesale Market in İzmir, a clash broke out between adherents of the Worker’s Party and groups carrying the banner of TKP/ML, and 4 people were slightly injured. The quarrel ended soon on intervention by Ercan Demir, HRA İzmir Branch Chairman and Hacay Yılmaz, an executive of the ÖDP İzmir Provincial Organization. Before the meeting, police officers seized the banners of students from Manisa Celal Bayar University, and detained Serkan Akgül and Refik Kaplan, member of the HADEP folklore group coming from Turgutlu. In Selçuk district of İzmir, an administrative investigation was started against 33 public servants on the ground that they participated in the 1 May Labor Day celebration without permission.

In Osmaniye, the police intervened in the meeting held on Palalı Süleyman Street at noon despite the ban brought by the Governorate. In the clash between demonstrators and police, the police truncheons wounded 10 people and 59 people were detained. Journalists and tradesmen around were also beaten by the police officers. 

In Adana, Şenay Güder (20), Funda Güney (18), Eylem Güden (20), O.A. (16) and M.T. (14) were reportedly detained. Of those detained, Murat Kırsay, Özgür Özaslan, Mehdun Yıldırım and Kazım Tutan were subsequently remanded. They were released on 1 June.

In Diyarbakır, about 200 people were detained before the 1 May Labor Day. On 1 May, a meeting was held at Dağkapı Square although the Governorate did not allow it. The police officers did not intervene in the meeting until it was over, but detained Mehmet Çelebi, Ömer Fidan and Serdar Apikoğlu afterwards near the Diyarbakır Governorate building. Murat Sezgin, Diyarbakır reporter for the newspaper Emek, was also detained as he was going to the meeting area. The detainees were released after a while.

Labor Day Incidents Trial

The trial opened against 95 demonstrators following the 1 May Labor Day in 1996, during which the police killed Hasan Albayrak, Dursun Adabaş and Yalçın Levent and detained many people, continued at İstanbul SSC in 1997. (
) In the hearing held in September, several trials opened in connection with the celebrations on 1 May 1996 were combined with this trial. Thus, the number of defendants rose to 270.

In the hearing held on 13 March, 23 defendants under remand were taken into the court hall after the defendants who were on trial without remand were interrogated. When the defendants under remand attempted to stand for respect on the occasion of the anniversary of Gazi incidents, Presiding SSC Judge Sedat Karagülle ordered that the defendants be removed from the court hall. Then the gendarmes attacked the defendants. They severely beat the defendants with truncheons and did not listen to the instruction given by the Presiding Judge to “give an end to the beating.” Some enlisted men were seen to kick the defendants who fell on the ground. The gendarmes also attacked spectators who reacted against their attitude. They removed them from the court hall under beating, dragging them over the ground. The SSC decided that the defendants should not be brought to the following hearing on the grounds that “they provoked incidents,” and released the defendants Serkan Yüksel, Cihat Ercan, Bülent Rençber and Gazi Ergin.

In the hearing on 28 May, Necmettin Kara and Nedim Özen were released. The trial continued on 14 July. In the hearing, Aysel Gündoğan, Evrim Tarak, Ayşe Yumli, İzzet Rençber, Bülent Bağcı and Sinan İskender were released. When the defendants who were taken into the prison vehicle after the hearing made victory signs to their relatives in the garden, the soldiers beat them. 

In the hearing held on 19 September, Aysel Sarıca said in her testimony that she had been under remand at Uşak Prison, and had been taken to İstanbul 3 days ago, and she had been subjected to torture in the prison van. In the hearing, police officer Gökhan Oral, in charge at the political branch, was heard as witness. The defendants reacted against his testimony. Defendant Güven Akkuş said that Gökhan Oral had tortured him and some other demonstrators. Another defendant, İnayet Aksu, shouted at him: “Tell the court how you tortured us!” In the hearing the defendants Şehriban Biter Barçın, Songül Timtik and Şahin Ercan were released. However, the gendarmes beat the defendants who made victory signs at the end of the hearing. 

In the hearing held on 21 November, defendant Mahsuni Meral was released. The court board decided to combine the case of Ufuk Tambaş, an executive of İstanbul University Student Union who had been arrested on 10 September, with this one.

On 23 January 1998, Metin Atıcı (repentant), Garip Kırmızıkaya, Ufuk Tambaş, Bülent Erdönmez, Serdar Demirdöğen, Kenan Doğan, Tülay Sürmeli, Aysel Sarıca, Sinan Kama, Daimi Mele, Güven Erkuş, İnayet Aksu, Arıkan Çınar and Tamer Çoban were released. Thus, all defendants under remand were released.

e) Demonstration against “Cross-Border Operations”

The police intervened in the demonstration held in front of the United States Embassy in Ankara in protest of the “cross-border operations” by the Turkish Armed Forces in Northern Iraq and the US policy in the Middle East. On 7 June, the police officers, who surrounded the Embassy, detained a group of people, including Kemal Okutan, Chairman of HADEP Ankara Provincial Organization and 3 children, who had come to the Embassy at noon. The police officers also seized the black wreath to be laid down in front of the Embassy. The police also intervened in a group of about 200 people, including leaders of political parties, trade unions and certain associations, and journalists, who gathered at the National Assembly Park close to the Embassy. The police officers prevented Yıldız Temürtürkan, Chairwoman of the HRA Ankara Branch, from making a press statement. They detained everybody (about 235 people) in the group. Of the detainees, lawyer Ender Büyükçulha, executive member of the HRA Ankara Branch, and İhsan Durukol, lawyer with Genel-İş Trade Union, were released on the same day and 38 people were released on 8 June.

Forty-nine of the detainees were remanded on charges of “aiding an illegal organization” (TPC 169) on 11 June. The following are names of some of the remanded detainees: Yıldız Temürtürkan, Kemal Okutan, Ali Can Demir (HADEP Altındağ District Organization Chairman), İbrahim Elveren (HADEP Mamak District Organization Chairman), Tuna Kayalar (HADEP Keçiören District Organization Chairwoman), Celal Aygün (EMEP Keçiören District Organization Chairman), EMEP Ankara Provincial Organization executives Sema Başok and Celal Atlı, Çankaya District Organization executive Aslan Yıldırım, HADEP Ankara Provincial Organization executives Dursun Turan, Tevfik Kaya, Meliha Özcan, Nebahat Altıok and Ethem Bingöl, Çankaya District Organization executives Fevzi Beter, Sevgi Önal, Altındağ District Organization executive Makbule Çalgan, Abdullah Aydın, Secretary General of the Community Houses (Halkevleri), Eğitim-Sen Trade Union executive Adem Özbek, United Transportation Trade Union executive Yusuf Kenan Kaya, Ahmet Turan, Chairman of the Tüm Sosyal-Sen Ankara Branch, Ali Gürcan, Chairman of the Tüm Maliye-Sen Ankara Branch, and Songül Yarar, reporter with the journal Odak.

Eighteen of the 49 remanded people were released by Ankara SSC on 18 June on objections raised by their lawyers: Celal Atlı, Aslan Yıldırım, Dursun Turan, Tevfik Kaya, Ethem Bingöl, Nebahat Altıok, Abdullah Aydın, Ali Gürcan, Mehmet Karaaslan, Songül Yarar, Ayşe Hülya Derici, Sultan Ünal, Zehra Şenel, İzzettin Oktay, Reşit Sümbül, Veli Öner, Erkan Bayrambey and Elif Akgül. 

Ankara SSC Prosecution Office subsequently opened a trial against 53 people (31 of whom were on remand). The indictment claimed that the defendants, including Yıldız Temürtürkan, Chairwoman of the HRA Ankara Branch, and HADEP Ankara Branch executives, “shared the same ends with the PKK.” In the trial, a prison term up to 7 years 6 months was sought for the 53 people on accusations of “aiding an armed gang.”

In the meantime, 25 defendants under remand, including Yıldız Temürtürkan, Tuna Kayalar, Chairwoman of HADEP Keçiören District Organization, Alican Demir, Chairman of HADEP Altındağ District Organization, İbrahim Elveren, Chairman of the HADEP Mamak District Organization were released by the SSC on 30 June upon objections raised by their lawyers. 

The 25 people, who were released, held a press conference at the HRA Ankara Branch on 1 July. The police followed and recorded the press conference by videotapes. Police officers threatened the executives of the HRA, who opposed them, saying: “That’s what we’ll do from now on. You will either allow us to observe or we’ll take with us whoever opposes us.” The police officers asserted that they could enter anywhere where journalists entered. The press conference was held under police observation after the disputes. Yıldız Temürtürkan pointed out that the pressures on the HRA had increased subsequent to a circular sent to provincial governors by Meral Akşener, former Minister of Interior Affairs.

The trial opened against 53 people commenced at Ankara SSC on 29 July. In the hearing, defendants under remand testified. Zozan Barik, said that the police had forced her to sign a testimony written by them, and it did not belong to her because she was illiterate. Some of the defendants stated that they had been tortured in detention and they had been forced by the police to sign their testimonies. In the hearing, Kemal Okutan, Zozan Barik (65), HADEP Çankaya District Organization executive, Aziz Topçu, Salih Aydemir, Ahmet Hakan and Hayati Aslan (16) were released.

The trial was concluded on 24 November. The SSC prosecutor demanded the acquittal of the defendants. The court board followed this demand and acquitted all defendants, but lodged an official complaint against all defendants on charges of “violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations,” and against Kamile Ozaner on charges of “insulting the Turkish Armed Forces.”

f) 1 September The World Peace Day

The “Musa Anter Peace Train”, initiated before the 1 September World Peace Day in Germany, was a significant example, with its planning, prevention and experiences of the participants in Turkey, for oppressive practices. The Peace Train was organized by the Hannover Call Turkey Coordination Board. The “Hannover Call,” had planned that the “Peace Train” would depart from Brussels on 26 August, and arrive in Diyarbakır on 1 September World Peace Day. When the initiative was disclosed, the Turkish Government called the “Peace Train” a “terror train” and started diplomatic attempts at preventing the initiative before the authorities in Belgium, Germany and the other countries on the route of the train. Sermet Atacanlı, Deputy Spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, made the following statement on 20 August: “We regard this train as an attempt at propagating the terror organization,” and he disclosed that the necessary measures would be taken in connection with the train. Upon diplomatic attempts, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia officially informed Turkey that they would not “allow” the train to pass through their territories. 

The Hannover Call declared that the Deutsche Bahn, the German railway company that they had signed the contract for the train, had annulled the contract. In the statement made on 24 August, the railway company had terminated that contract since Yugoslavia had declared that it would not allow the train’s to pass due to “technical reasons” and Germany had declared that it would not allow foreigners in the train to enter the German territory. 

In the same period, the preparations in Turkey to meet the “Peace Train” were prevented. For instance, the “Run for Peace,” organized by the HADEP Youth Commission and the “Football Tournament for Peace,” which would start on 16 August, were not allowed by Diyarbakır Governorate. Abdulkadir Sarı, Deputy Governor of the State of Emergency Region and Governor of Van, made a statement on 23 August: “This train will bring disquiet to the region instead of peace. It is not a normal train and it will serve the desires of certain groups. If our friends, who claim that they love us, really care for the people in the region, there are lots of services to be provided to the people in the region. I call on them. Those who serve the Peace Train, which will bring disquiet to the region, shall come and we shall work for the region together.” In the meantime, in addition to the government officials, all parties in parliament and the big media as well as the MHP and the Worker’s Party (İP) also adopted an aggressive attitude toward the “Peace Train”. In the press conference on 28 August, İP Chairperson Doğu Perinçek claimed that those who supported the “Peace Train” were “imperialist” and he said: “I warn especially the intellectuals and parties who support this Sevres train, they should end their support.” Since the train was prevented, the supporters of the train in Europe came to Turkey by plane.

Anter Anter, the son of Musa Anter, who was in the peace delegation that came from Brussels to İstanbul on 27 August, was not allowed to enter Turkey. Anter was detained at the airport and sent back to Brussels by the same plane. HRA Chairman Akın Birdal held a press conference on 29 August and stated that the “Musa Anter Peace Train” was an opportunity for Turkey to create a peaceful, equal and free life: “The government of the Republic of Turkey missed the train once again.” Birdal stated that the government was responsible for the security of the peace travel: “The Government of the Republic of Turkey will be responsible for any damage to the peace advocates. The reason why the Musa Anter Peace Train was not allowed is that the gangs discovered in Susurluk are still dominant. Indeed, those gangs are the products of this war. And today, the powers willing to maintain their existence through war, conflict and violence oppose to the peace. Opposing the Peace Train means the killing of another 30 thousand people, burning down of another 3500 villages, enforced migration and unemployment of millions of people in Turkey. It means not be willing to establish perfect democracy and human rights in Turkey.”

In the leaflets published in Turkish, French, German and English by Diyarbakır Police HQ before 1 September, it was claimed that “the groups coming from inside and outside the country would hold demonstrations” in connection with 1 September World Peace Day and “the demonstrations were supported by the PKK.” The leaflets read: “No demonstration has been allowed by the Governorate. Any meeting and demonstration to be held would not be legal. The laws of the Republic of Turkey will be applied to everyone, who participates in such a meeting in spite of measures.” The leaflets signed by Diyarbakır Police HQ were hanged at public places, particularly at the airport and bus stations. 

On 29 August, the police raided the Diyarbakır branches of SES and Eğitim-Sen, which had participated in the Peace Day activities. The peace T-shirts and hats sent by the peace advocates were shown as justification for the raid. During the raid on the Eğitim-Sen Branch, Branch Chairman Haydar Kılıçoğlu was detained, but released after 2 hours. Zülfü Atlı, Secretary of the Diyarbakır SES Branch and the SES members M. Ali Dicle and Celal Yoldaş were detained at night on 29 August. During the raids at night on 30 August, Zeynettin Unay, Deputy Secretary General of the HADEP, Selma Tanrıkulu, Party Assembly member, Hüseyin Bora, Secretary of the Diyarbakır Provincial Organization, Provincial Organization executives M. Can Tekin and Mehmet Başkurt, and Central District Organization members Hanefi Baran, Nurhan Ekti and Şahin Eroğlu were detained. Around 20 people were detained during the raids conducted through the night. On 31 August, the police raided the buildings of the HADEP Provincial Organization, Central District Organization, Rest Home town offices, Belediye-İş and Eğitim-Sen branches. The police officers blockaded the building of HADEP Diyarbakır Central District Organization for about three hours, and detained the staff members Fersende Maksut and Ramazan Demir. In the HADEP Provincial Organization building, Youth Commission Chairman Mehmet Yiğit and three other people were detained. Belediye-İş Branch Chairman Vezir Perişan, Eğitim-Sen Branch Chairman Haydar Kılıçoğlu and Ramazan Demir, a member of the union, were detained during the raids on the trade union buildings. In the evening, Tüm Maliye-Sen and Petrol-İş offices were also raided. The roads leading from Lice, Kulp, Hani, Hazro, Dicle and Silvan district of Diyarbakır, and from the villages of these districts to Diyarbakır were closed by soldiers. They detained many people on the road between Kulp and Diyarbakır and between Lice and Diyarbakır. The soldiers and village guards conducted ID checks on the road between Mardin and Diyarbakır at 8 spots, and did not allow some vehicles, particularly those coming from Derik, Kızıltepe, Nusaybin, Midyat, Ömerli, Dargeçit and Savur districts, to enter the city. 

About 18 vehicles that departed from Erçiş district of Van in order to participate in the activities in Diyarbakır were not allowed to leave the district. Police officers detained numerous people in the vehicles including Selahattin Fidan, Chairman of HADEP Erciş District Organization. Three buses and one minibus departing from Van for Diyarbakır were stopped by police officers near Van Airport. They detained 102 people including HADEP executives Nadir Batu, Mehmet Umar, Muhyettin Polat, Salih Tunç, Hüseyin Kurt, Fevzi Melat, Abdullah Dinçer, Çatak District Organization Chairman Nezir Ocek, Gürpınar District Organization Chairman Tayyar Özmen, and SES Branch Chairwoman Aynur Engin and Eğitim-Sen Branch Chairman Ümit Aytel. Two vehicles departing from Özalp to Diyarbakır were sent back. The drivers of commercial vehicles in Diyarbakır were “warned” not to work on 1 September.

HADEP Deputy Chairman Sedat Yurtdaş, HADEP executive Sırrı Sakık, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Haluk Gerger, Petrol İş Trade Union Chairman Münir Ceylan, Musa Anter’s wife Hale Anter, his daughter Rahşan Yoruldu and his son-in-law Şenol Yoruldu, who went to Diyarbakır on 31 August along with the Italian delegation, were sent back to Ankara in another plane in the evening.

Prevention in İstanbul

The “Peace Delegation” members, who set out from Kadıköy, İstanbul, to Diyarbakır on 31 August, were prevented and subjected to pressures. In the morning, the police officers blockaded the district of Kadıköy. Municipal buses and the ferry to Kadıköy were suspended temporarily. The buses carrying members of the HADEP, and other political parties and mass organizations coming from various quarters in and outside İstanbul were kept waiting at the turnstiles of the Bosphorus Bridge for hours. At police barricades formed in many places, numerous people were detained on the grounds of “being suspicious.” 

When the Musa Anter Peace Convoy with the Peace Delegation coming from abroad departed from Taksim to Kadıköy at around 10am, they were faced with the police. The buses were kept waiting in Taksim for a long time. On initiatives by the Peace Delegation Committee, the buses could enter Kadıköy. The convoy was again waylaid at the turnstiles of the Bosphorus Bridge. Due to prevention, the Peace Delegation could arrive in Kadıköy at 12am. Since the HADEP buses, which had departed from Küçükçekmece, were prevented and kept waiting for 4 hours, Nizamettin Aslan had a heart attack and died. The peace convoy that departed from İstanbul at around 1pm was first prevented in Bolu. The convoy was stopped by police officers from the political branch at the entrance of Bolu. The IDs of the passengers were checked.

Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened an investigation against executives of political parties and democratic mass organizations, who participated in and signed the press statement held on the occasion of the 1 September World Peace Day in Bolu. As part of the investigation, the police officers raided several houses and organizations on 16 and 17 September. During the raids, Kenan Ayaz, Chairman of HADEP Provincial Organization, Bayram Kundakçı, Chairman of the Eğitim-Sen Branch, Mehmet Ali Işık, Chairman of the Maliye-Sen Branch, Nejat Yaraş, Chairman of the Community House (Halkevi) Branch, Ahmet Cantürk, Chairman of the ÖDP Provincial Organization, İskender Ak, Chairman of the Tarım-Sen Branch, İsmail Altındağ, Chairman of the SES Branch, İlyas Kılıç, Chairman of the Hacı Bektaşı Veli Association and executive members of the same were detained. Moreover, several documents were seized during the raids. (
) 

The Peace Delegation arrived in Ankara in the evening of 31 August and met the convoy formed in Ankara. The delegation was stopped at the exit of Antep in the morning on 1 September. The banners “Musa Anter Peace Delegation” on the buses were removed by special team members and burnt. The cars coming from Adana to join the convoy were prevented and the convoy of 54 vehicles was sent back from Antep. In Birecik district of Urfa, the security forces opened fire into the air and attempted to prevent a group of about 1500 local people, including those coming from Adana, Hatay, Mersin, Malatya and Antep from meeting the Peace Delegation.

When the Peace Delegation entered Urfa, they were collectively taken to Urfa Anti-Riot Branch Directorate. Here, a delegation consisting of HRA Chairman Akın Birdal, HADEP Chairman Murat Bozlak, EMEP Deputy Chairman Memet Kılınçaslan and two people met the Governor. Abdulkadir Sarı, Deputy Governor of the State of Emergency Region, said during a phone call, that the Peace Delegation would never be allowed to enter Diyarbakır. But the Peace Delegation decided to enter Diyarbakır and set out. Afterwards, the Peace Delegation was stopped at the barricade formed with tanks and armored vehicles at the entrance of Siverek. The delegation, which had been stopped for the 11th time, was told, “you will not be allowed to enter Diyarbakır.” The Diyarbakır Regiment Commander came to the barricade and reiterated the prohibition by the Governor of the State of Emergency Region of “not entering the city.” The Peace Delegation staged a sit-in, but not being allowed to go to Diyarbakır, the Peace Delegation returned to Urfa. At the border of Urfa, the assistant of the driver named Mehmet and Torsten Pawich, who came from Berlin for support, were beaten by the police officers with truncheons. The shoulder bone of Mehmet was reportedly broken and he was wounded in the head. Afterwards, the Peace Delegation set out for Ankara.

İbrahim Halil Dede, Diyarbakır Representative of the newspaper Hevi, and Özgür Cebe, Diyarbakır reporter for the newspaper Emek, who were covering the developments in Diyarbakır, were detained in Batıkent quarter. Most of those detained in Diyarbakır were released on 2 and 3 September. Of those released, Mehmet Toprak, Broadcast Director of Radyo Karacadağ, and İbrahim Kürek, Chairman of the Eğitim-Sen Branch, lodged official complaints on the ground that they had been tortured in detention. Toprak stated that after torture, a police officer had threatened him saying, “No one can save you. If I do not kill you here, I will kill you in another place. You are going too far.” 

Seven buses carrying the Musa Anter Peace Delegation arrived in Kepekli near Gölbaşı district of Ankara at around 10am on 2 September. There, the police officers stopped the buses and declared that the peace delegation could not enter the city. The Peace Delegation staged a sit-in. During the sit-in, HRA Chairman Akın Birdal delivered the statement, which was planned to be delivered in front of the Human Rights Monument, and he said that this voyage showed clearly that the government’s discourse on democratization and human rights was deception. The diplomats of some countries came to Gölbaşı in order that the Peace delegation be allowed to enter Ankara, but this produced no result, and the buses set out for İstanbul after the passengers from Ankara left. 

The buses were stopped near Gebze in the evening. The police officers detained Italian trade unionist Peter Frei, Albert Gubler, Peace Train Coordination Spokesman Ahmet Cihan, KESK Secretary General Faysal Özçift, HADEP Bodrum (Muğla) District Organization Chairman and Musa Anter’s son Dicle Anter, DBP İstanbul Provincial Organization Chairman Kemal Yüksel, HADEP İstanbul Provincial Organization Chairman Mehmet Fidan, EMEP İstanbul Provincial Organization Chairman Mehmet Kılıçaslan, SİP executive Önder Ergönül, Peace Train Coordination Board members Mehmet Erkılıç, Alican Ünlü, Aydın Çiçek and Yasemin Turhallı, HADEP Ümraniye District Organization executive İbrahim Özdemir, Tomris Özden and artist Suna Aras. Police officers treated the foreigners in the delegation harshly and harassed some journalists. They seized the banner reading “Musa Anter Peace Delegation” on the buses and allowed the buses to go on after a while. The police officers also blockaded the hotel in which the foreign delegation members spent the night. Most of those detained were released after testifying at Kadıköy Public Prosecution Office on 3 September. Peter Frei from Switzerland and Albert Gubler were taken to the Foreigners Branch to be deported.

In addition to the obstacles and pressures they were subjected to during the voyage, the Peace Delegation members were also detained under beating during the press conference they held on 3 September. When the press conference to be held at Pera Palas Hotel in the morning was banned, the Peace Delegation members, who were staying at Mis Hotel in Beşiktaş, gathered at the hall of the hotel at around 3pm and introduced themselves to the journalists. During the speeches, the police officers attempted to detain 2 people in the lobby. A commotion broke out between the peace delegation members and the police officers. The anti-riot teams waiting outside broke the door and entered the hotel. They detained 21 people (3 Turks) under beating. Twenty wounded people were treated at Şişli Etfal Hospital and then taken to Şişli Police HQ.

The names of those detained were as follows: Faruk Aktaş, reporter for the newspaper Gündem, Mehtap Kuruçay, reporter for the journal Alınteri, composer Şanar Yurdatapan, Friedrich Walter Söhnchen, Andrea Beicken, Britta Astrid Wente, Erhard Rolf, Bernhard Molwitz, Stephan Maurer, Dien Stevieanadewi Rubawa, Isgard Gerdrud Lechleitner, Rosemarie Potthast, Agnes von Alvesleben, Ute Steinberg, Charlotte Schmitz, Julia Guest, Maria Coronado Alvarez, Marcos Borregon Baguero, Cesar Borregon Baguero and Niyazi Yigen. Neil Frape, the Press Attaché of İstanbul Consulate of the Great Britain, was released since he had diplomatic immunity. The rooms of the delegation members were reportedly searched.

Of the Peace Delegation members who were beaten by the police during the attack, Ute Steinberg (Democratic Socialism Party North Rhine Westphalia Province Parliament Representative) and Rosa Maria Stoffe were hospitalized at Şişli Etfal Hospital. Rosemarie Potthast had 45 stitches on her leg. Ute Steinberg suffered from neck bone fracture. 

KUTU İÇİNE ALINACAK

Ute Steinberg related the attack as follows: “I felt from the tension at Mis Hotel that an attack was due. Then all I remember is cries and truncheons. The police officers were blind with rage. They broke down the windows. They dragged people through the broken windows. A police officer attempted to drag me by my hairs. But since my hair was short, he dragged me by my breasts. When we got on the police vehicle, they continued to beat us. I was sitting next to the corridor. A police officer was continually trying to force me to bend my head. Then he held me at my breasts and threw me toward the window. He hit my head on the window. Then I was out of breath. I felt a sharp pain on my neck. I later learnt that my neck bone was broken. At that moment, I shouted, ‘What are you doing.’ The police officer put his gun to my head.” 

Steinberg stated that when she was taken to Mecidiyeköy Police Station, she could hardly breathe and fainted, when they were put in cells. When she recovered, she had felt an unbearable headache. She disclosed that she had objected when the police officers wanted to take only Potthast and her for medical treatment. She said that Potthast, with a blood covered leg, and the other peace members were kept waiting for three hours. Rosmarie Potthast and Ute Steinberg were deported on 9 September.

KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ

The court released the 18 detainees on 4 September. 

On 5 September, the Peace Delegation members lodged an official complaint against the police officers, who had insulted them. Tomris Özden filed a separate complaint on charges of sexual abuse in detention. Özden disclosed that when they had been detained, a police officer had put a gun to her head. On the way to the police vehicle, a police officer had put his gun to her head since she had said, “Shame on the state,” and told her, “I don’t allow anybody to insult my state, take back your word.” 

Maria Coronada Alvarez from the Spanish delegation was reportedly sexually abused at the Police HQ Foreigners Branch. Eight women delegates were allegedly kept at the same place, but Alvarez, who was aged less than 18, was kept at a separate place and a police officer abused her verbally and physically until dawn. Alvarez disclosed that a police officer named “Adnan” had abused her.

In its meeting in September, the European Parliament was expected to deliberate on the prevention of the Musa Anter Peace Train Delegation from entering Diyarbakır and pressures on the delegation as an “urgent agenda” item. However, this item was taken out of the agenda on 16 September. The motions against Turkey on this subject were withdrawn. 

The trial opened against those detained at Mis Hotel on charges of “violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations” commenced at Şişli Penal Court No. 2 on 11 November. In the trial against 18 peace delegates (15 foreigners) the defendants opened a placard reading, “the Peace Train” and “they were accused of peace, we are here for it, too.” The hearing was closed to the press. The police officers, who were heard as witnesses, stated that they had not beaten anybody and they had not entered the hotel. Ute Steinberg identified the police officer Zeynel Gültekin, who was heard as a witness. Şanar Yurdatapan gave the videocassette on the incidents in the hotel to the court board. The police prevented him from making a press statement before the hearing. In the meantime, three journalists, who came from Italy in order to follow the hearing, were detained at the airport and prevented to attend the hearing.

Meanwhile, the German government declared that the Musa Anter Peace Train had been banned as part of the prohibitions against the PKK. The German government replied in writing to the parliamentary question by the German Democratic Socialism Party (PDS), and claimed that they had been informed, “the act was supported by the PKK.”

g) Bergama Resistance

The protest by Bergama villagers and environmentalist groups against the cyanide method of searching gold by Eurogold, a multinational corporation, in Ovacık village of Bergama, İzmir continued in 1997. On 13 May Department No. 6 of the Council of State decided, “the cyanide method of searching gold is detrimental to human and environmental health,” and cancelled the permission issued by the Ministry of Environment for searching activities. On 27 May, the legal period of 30 days after the declaration of the decision to the relevant authorities and Ministry of Environment ended. The villagers who guarded Bergama Ovacık gold mine for the implementation of the decision by the Council of State, marched in protest at the fact that İzmir Governorate did not initiate any legal proceedings. Hundreds of villagers marched from Çamköy to Ovacık mine site, shouting slogans, and they demanded that the mine be closed and Eurogold leave Bergama.

The searching activities were not stopped, and villagers and civilian platform members closed the road with tractors in order to prevent the cyanide tanks to be brought to Bergama-Ovacık gold mine. During the incidents, which broke out following the prevention of the act by the gendarmerie, 37 people were detained, but refused to testify at the gendarmerie station. Inhabitants of Bergama asked, “When will the executives, who condoned the opening of the mine regardless of the judicial judgments, be put on trial?” and requested from the new Minister of Environment İmren Aykut to carry out an investigation of the incident. Thirty-six people, including CHP District Organization Chairman and Environment Enforcement Board Spokesman Oktay Konyar, ÖDP District Organization Chairman Birol Engel and Peace Party District Organization Chairman Ramazan Tekin, who were detained in connection with the incident, kept at gendarmerie station for two days, and then referred to Bergama Penal Court, were released. Gökhan Battal and Serdar Battal, sons of Tepeköy headman, were remanded on the accusations of “insulting the gendarmerie.” Moreover, the gendarmerie was ordered to detain another 30 people. İzmir Bar Association Chairman Çetin Turan applied to Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz, Deputy Prime Ministers Bülent Ecevit and İsmet Sezgin, the Ministers of Environment, Energy and State, and demanded that the activities of Eurogold should be stopped in line with the decision by the Council of State. 

Noyan Özkan, a lawyer from İzmir Environment Movement, stated that former Minister of Environment Ziyaettin Tokar and the bureaucrats from the Ministry of Environment were guilty since they did not implement the decision by the Council of State. He said that İmren Aykut, Minister of Environment, should implement the decision in 24 hours, and demanded that İzmir Governor and Bergama District Governor should use their powers in line with the Law on Provincial Administration to stop the mining activities at once. 

Bergama Mayor Sefa Taşkın made a statement about the pressure by the gendarmerie and said that the Eurogold Company misinformed the gendarmerie: “The company continually informed Ankara that their lives were at risk and tried to present the villagers as criminals.” Taşkın said: “The villagers only want to protect their environment and lives, therefore the gendarmerie should not be allowed to detain them at night.” He said that the villagers were distressed because of the provocation by Eurogold. He noted that Eurogold took revenge by attempting to provoke the state forces against the opposing villagers: “Eurogold continues to work despite the decision by the Council of State. The gendarme should remove Eurogold from our territories since the judiciary supported the villagers.” 

h) Tıbset Resistance

Another remarkable example of intolerance against demonstrations was observed during incidents, which broke out after the workers of TIBSET, a company producing injectors in İstanbul, tried to become members of Petrol-İş Trade Union, affiliated with DİSK. The workers of TIBSET who had been fired started their resistance by setting up tents in front of the company on 4 August. During the resistance workers and Petrol İş Trade Union executives were detained many times, and were attacked by those, who were hired by the employer.

On 22 August, the gendarmerie intervened on the grounds of “a complaint by a worker” and detained two workers. The detainees were released after three hours on mediation by Petrol-İş Trade Union executives. On 9 September, the workers staged a sit-in in front of the factory, and the gendarmerie tried to disperse them. The workers, who continued the resistance, were dispersed by force and the workers Ahmet Atılmış, Orhan Tuğrul, Deniz Kılıç and Nejat Elibol, Petrol-İş İstanbul Branch Chairman, were detained under beatings. The workers, who decided to continue the sit-in at the entrance of the factory until their friends would be released, were dispersed by force.

Following this incident, the workers were detained on 10 September. The gendarmerie warned Nesim Aksakal, Secretary of Petrol-İş Trade Union İstanbul Branch and Erel Ülker, General Organization and Training Specialist, who came to the factory in order to meet the resisting workers, to go away. When they opposed, Aksakal was detained. Meanwhile, the gendarmerie prevented workers who came to the factory. The gendarmerie did not allow the workers to get off the buses, and said that they would not permit any resistance in front of the factory. The bus should go back, otherwise everybody would be detained. The workers disclosed that they would come to the factory everyday. The gendarmerie commander ordered the detention of Erel Ülker and the workers reacted saying, “You cannot take anyone alone. Take all of us, if you will.” Afterwards, TIBSET workers drove toward Kıraç and were followed by the gendarmerie until the main road. The gendarmerie returned and built a barricade in front of the factory. The workers also returned and got off the buses in front of the Baydemirler Factory, wore their resistance clothes and marched toward the factory, which was 500 m away. They staged a sit-in there and were encircled by the gendarmerie. When the workers did not “disperse,” they were detained by force. Haşim Demir, reporter for the newspaper Emek, was also detained. Those detained were released in the evening. 

Workers were also detained on 11 and 12 September. In the meantime, 6 members of the Labor’s Party (EMEP) who distributed leaflets reading, “We should support Tıbset resistance” were also detained on 12 September, although they had authorization for distributing the leaflets. They were released after a while. 

When the workers from a cleaning company called GİNTEM in Bursa were fired after they became members of Nakliyat İş Trade Union affiliated with DİSK, they started a resistance, but were subjected to pressure from the security forces. In the resistance that started in mid-April, the workers decided to march toward Ankara on 25 May in order to articulate their problems and complaints about the municipality, which they held responsible for the incident. The police prevented the workers and trade union executives, who gathered at Genel-İş Trade Union Bursa Branch, from starting their march. They detained numerous people including Nakliyat-İş Trade Union Chairman Ali Rıza Küçükosmanoğlu, Secretary General Zeki Olkun, the lawyers of the trade unions, Genel-İş Branch Chairman Süreyya Candaş and KESK Bursa periodical spokesman Sürmeli Selçuk.

The workers continued their acts after release and went to Ankara in July, but they were hindered in Ankara as well. On 18 July, the workers went to the headquarters of the ANAP, but they found no solution to their problems there; then they gathered in Güvenpark at noon and marched toward the Prime Ministry. But the police officers detained the workers and the trade union executives.

The trial opened against 50 workers and trade union executives in connection with the march ended in acquittal. Also the trial opened against 12 workers of GİNTEM on charges of “preventing the right to work at the workplace” ended in acquittal in the hearing held at Bursa Penal Court No. 4 on 13 December. 

j) Trials

The prison terms of 1 years and 6 months passed by Kırıkkale Penal Court No. 2 on the trade unions and political party representatives in connection with the march by the workers of PETLAS (a public enterprise which produces tires) from Kırıkkale to Ankara in 1994, was considered by the Court of Cassation in January. Chamber No. 8 of the Court of Cassation quashed the sentences passed on Hacı Arap Kardurmuş, Chairman of Petrol-İş Trade Union Kırıkkale Branch, Veysel Kılıç, Financial Secretary of the same, the executive members, the workplace representatives of the trade union, and political party representatives Salih Kumru, Yüksel Şahin, Erdoğan Polat, Remzi Özergin, Üçler Demir, İsmail Andiç, Makbule Altuner, Kemal Er, Ahmet Varışlı, Mehmet Tahir Gürün, Savaş Ekmekçioğlu, Levent Demirkol, Recep Sefer, Ahmet Aydın, Cemalettin Yanık, Faruk Vurgun, Abdurrahman Sarıkoca and Sinan Kılıç. 

The trial of 22 students (11 under remand) on charges of “participating in the meeting organized by Türk-İş on 15 October 1995 and being members of the Marxist Leninist Communist Party (MLKP)” ended on 4 February. The SSC sentenced Hasan Yalçın, Yücel Sarıçoban and Eylem Nalbantoğlu to 3 years 9 months in prison; Mustafa Altan, Özgür Soylu, Hilal Üşenti, Banu Bilgiç, Murat Yavuz, Başak Otlu, Barış Gülal, Ali Toprak, Kemal Bolat, Ayşe Öztürk, Erkut Direkçi, Deniz Sevimli, Yıldırım Yeldemir and Çiçek Otlu to 12 years 6 months in prison. Gül Dağdevir, Hakan Yalçın, Sibel Aktan and Deniz Bakır were sentenced to 8 years 4 months “since they were minors;” and Murat Özçelik to 20 years in prison. The SSC issued arrest warrants in absentia for Ayşe Öztürk, Yıldırım Yeldemir and Erkut Direkçi. (
) The defendants protested the verdict by shouting slogans, and were taken out of the court hall by gendarmes. In November, the Court of Cassation upheld the sentences passed on Hasan Yalçın, Eylem Nalbantoğlu, Mustafa Altan, Özgür Soylu, Hilal Üşenti, Banu Bilgiç, Murat Yavuz, Başak Otlu, Barış Gülal, Kemal Bolat, Erkut Direkçi, Yıldırım Yeldemir, Çiçek Otlu, Hakan Yalçın, Sibel Aktan, Deniz Bakır and Murat Özçelik.

In February, a trial was opened against 542 high school and university students, who had been detained under beating, and against 433 people who supported the students in the demonstrations held at Beyazıt Square in İstanbul in protest of the 15th anniversary of the YÖK on 6 November 1996, on charges of “violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations and resisting the police officers on duty.” The indictment claimed that the police officers Ali Kaya, Kürşat Tüfekçi, Hakan Ünver, Fatih Mehmet Kocaman and Tarık Kaya were wounded during the demonstration. The indictment sought imprisonment terms of 5 years for lawyer Serap Kaya, an executive member of ÖDP İstanbul Provincial Organization, and the students Abdullah Aydın and Sıdıka Türkeli on charges of “directing the demonstration,” and imprisonment terms up to 3 years for 430 defendants. The indictment demanded that the sentences to be passed on 16 students should be decreased since they were aged between 15 and 18. Following the opening of the trial, 80 students were fired from the dormitories of the General Directorate of Loan and Dormitories.

The trial, which was to be held in groups of 80 students, since there was no hall for 433 people, commenced at İstanbul Penal Court No. 4 on 14 March. The interrogation of the defendants continued until 21 March. The trial ended on 13 May. 391 students were acquitted, and the files of 42 students were separated since they had not been interrogated. An official complaint was filed against Hakan Günay, Nesimi Özdemir and Timuçin Zümbül, who were acquitted, on claims of “resisting officials on duty.”

The trial against 18 Greenpeace members, who had chained themselves to the entrance of Gökova Thermal Power Station in 1996, ended in acquittal in the hearing held at Milas Penal Court on 2 March. The verdict was justified by the Paris Convention, to which Turkey was a signatory. The verdict stated that the defendants “had no intention of committing an offence in their protest at the enterprise which continued operating in spite of court verdicts in a democratic country which advocates the rule of law.” The verdict read: “In accordance with human rights conventions to which Turkey is a party, and which are regarded as having the power of law and the Paris Charter for a New Europe dated 21 November 1990 in particular, it is a common responsibility for the countries to protect the environment. Everybody has the freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief, and expression.”

The trial opened against 6 executives of Eğit-Sen and Türk Eğitim-Sen branches in connection with the “protest at additional course wage and collective visit to the infirmary” held in Sakarya on 11 December 1996, ended at Sakarya Penal Court No. 1 on 12 April. Erol Afşar, Chairman of Türk Eğitim-Sen Branch and the executives Sedat Salyancı and Sami Kıran, Hikmet Akvarup, Chairman of the Eğit-Sen Branch, and the executives Nevin Taş and Ali Yavuz Köse were sentenced to 15 months in prison and fined TL 543.000.

On 15 April Ankara Penal Court No. 10 sentenced 22 students, who held a demonstration at the Middle East Technical University in protest of the visit by Russian Federation former Head of State Mihail Gorbachev to Turkey in 1995, to 20 months in prison by. The sentences were suspended. 

The trial opened against 68 students from Amasya Education Faculty, who held a demonstration on 6 November 1996 in protest of the YÖK, ended on 8 July. Among the students, who had previously been punished to be “removed and fired from the school,” Hasan Tilkicioğlu, Zidan Kırık, Volkan Kolukısa, Murat Özsevinç, Muharrem Süner, Oktay Esgin, Altuner Bilgin, Ferhat Yılmaz Çoban, İsmail Dıvrak, M. Emin Akay, Taner Dilek, Deniz Tuncay, Uğur Semint, Özgür Özdemir and Levent Çelebi were sentenced to 4 years in prison. 

The trial opened by Ankara SSC Prosecution Office against members of the Organizing Committee of the “Solidarity Festival” held at Atatürk Sports Hall in 1996 for solidarity with the newspaper Demokrasi and against players of the theatre group Can Şenliği, who participated in the festival, commenced on 3 September. The indictment demanded punishment of the Organizing Committee members Nebahat Altınok, Özden Bayram, Şükrü Kaya, Kemal Şahiner, Beşir Demir, HRA executive Erol Anar, Servet Yazar, and Can Şenliği players named Müjdat Albak, Tülay Yongacı, Cüneyt Sezer, Haldun Açıksözlü and Ali Naki Gündoğdu on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” (LFT 8/1). In the trial that ended on 3 November, the defendants were acquitted.

j) Demonstration in Anıtkabir (Atatürk’s Mausoleum)

Mahmut Kaçar, who demonstrated during the ceremony in Anıtkabir on 10 November 1994, repeated his demonstration along with three friends in 1997 after serving the prison term of about two years in connection with this incident. During the ceremonies on 10 November, Mahmut Kaçar demonstrated in Urfa, Bekir Özbay in Antakya and Bahattin Toprak in İzmir.

In Urfa Mahmut Kaçar shouted, “I invite you to the Koran. Do not worship idols, worship the Koran.” Kaçar was detained and taken to the political branch center.

During the ceremony in Antakya, Bekir Özbay (29), who entered the area by introduced himself as a journalist, dropped his camera, took out the Koran and shouted, “Do not worship idols, worship God and the Koran.” Bekir Özbay was reportedly working as a history teacher at Ankara Abidinpaşa Primary School. 

In İzmir, Bahattin Toprak (30) said ‘Allahuekber’ (God is greatest) holding the Koran in his hand during the standing in respect at the Republic Square. Toprak was detained. Recai Gökalp, who was planning to demonstrate during the ceremony at Taksim Square, İstanbul, gave up of fear. He was detained in Ankara.

All four people were taken to Ankara and remanded on 17 November on charges of “forming a gang entitled ‘Tebliğ Memurları’ and committing a crime against Atatürk” under the TPC.

In the indictment Ankara SSC Prosecution Office demanded that Mahmut Kaçar, Bekir Özbay and Bahattin Toprak should be sentenced from 3 years to 7 years 6 months in prison, and Recai Gökalp from 1 year to 3 years in prison since he was unable to fulfill his act. In the first hearing held at Ankara SSC on 14 January 1998, Recai Gökalp was released. The trial ended on 16 April 1998, and Gökalp was sentenced to 1 year 6 months in prison, Bekir Özbay and Bahattin Toprak to 6 years in prison, and Mahmut Kaçar to 6 years 6 months in prison.

k) The “Pen-Gang” Trial and Supporting Acts

Between 17 and 22 April 1996, 31 students from several universities in Ankara had been detained by Ankara Anti-Terror Branch. Their testimonies had been taken under torture methods such as sexual abuse, beating, pressurized water, suspension and threatening with death. In the court, the students stated that Ankara SSC Prosecutor Nuh Mete Yüksel had taken their testimonies at the Police HQ. He had not introduced himself and they had not realized that their testimonies were being taken. They rejected their testimonies taken by the prosecutor. The student were taken to the interrogating judge on 1 May 1996 and Aşkın Doğan, Özgür Tüfekçi, Bülent Karakaş, Mahmut Yılmaz, Deniz Kartal, Nurdan Bayşahan and Elif Kahyaoğlu were remanded. The indictment prepared by the SSC Prosecution Office demanded conviction under Articles 168/2 and 264 of the Turkish Penal Code and the ‘Anti-Terror Law’ on accusation of “being members of an illegal armed organization, retaining and using Molotov cocktails.” The students were accused of participating in the authorized Labor Day meeting held on 1 May 1995, and of protesting the student fees. The houses of the students had been searched 7 days after they were detained. On 6 December 1996, Ankara SSC sentenced Aşkın Doğan, Özgür Tüfekçi, Bülent Karakaş and Murat Kalyoncugil to 18 years 20 days, Mahmut Yılmaz to 12 years 6 months, Nurhan Bayşahin, Deniz Kartal and Elif Kahyaoğlu to 3 years 9 months in prison; thus the total prison term given to the students was 95 years 11 months and 20 days. 

The appeal hearing for 8 students was held at the Court of Cassation on 17 December. The Chief Public Prosecution Office had demanded that prison terms from 1 year 9 months to 18 years passed on 8 of 15 defendants on charges of “being members of an illegal organization and aiding and abetting the organization” be upheld. The Court of Cassation postponed its decision to 18 March 1998. The biggest of the demonstrations held in order to support the students on trial was held at Kızılay Square, Ankara, on 17 December. Then Minister of Interior Affairs Murat Başesgioğlu and Ankara Governor declared the students on trial as “terrorists,” and stated that the demonstrations would be dispersed by force. Hundreds of students coming from several cities were not allowed to enter Ankara. At noon, the students gathered in Kızılay, and shouted slogans in support of their friends, but the police, who detained about 800 students, dispersed them under beating. During the incident, the police also harassed some journalists and lawyers. Most of the students were released in the morning and on 18 December. 24 students were referred to Ankara SSC on 21 December. The SSC arrested Tolga Subaşı, Huri Şeyda Ünsal, Esra Soylu, Binali Yıldırım, Oltan Evcimen and Köksal Kayısı. İbrahim Güllü, who was claimed to have “taken the gun of a police officer during the demonstration,” was remanded on 24 December. The SSC Prosecution Office demanded the death penalty for İbrahim Güllü.

KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI KUTU BAŞLADI

The Story of the ‘Student Gang’

“People know us since we are the children of this country. If what our friends have done is a crime, we will never give up committing that crime. We want our friends back and will get them back!” 

A girl is shouting. Her voice is trembling at the megaphone. Filling the area, and the voice of the youth at its top suppress the cries: 

“What do we want? Freedom! When? Now! They will not give it. We will take it!” 

The cassette prepared by İstanbul Universities Coordination for their friends in prison is turned on. They will never forget their friends, who opened a banner reading “No to education with fees” in the listening boxes at Parliament, and who were sentenced to 18 years in prison. And five “storm children” are waiting inside for the decision by the Court of Cassation. The letter, in which they say, “Will you be here even if the sentence is upheld, darling?” remains silent. One year of the prison term which means “Memorize the four walls, miss your darling, live without touching anybody, do not go crazy when your youth is going away” has already been served. Yet neither torturers nor the black collared decision-makers could get their revenge from them. Since they still say, “Smiling is an ideological privilege” and smile within the confines of colorless four walls. 

The cassette goes on, and the university students want back their friends, who were unjustly imprisoned. “Come YÖK, come police, come prison,” says the voice on the cassette, “Rebellion out of sheer obstinacy, freedom out of sheer obstinacy!” and the voice starts to narrate what happened. The children inside have sent letters, and their poems are on the table. A letter from Ward No. 16 of Çankırı Prison. The letters they wrote to their darlings, friends. 

The cassette goes on and time goes back. 

Date: 20 October 1995. The University Students Coordination collected 350,000 signatures in protest of the 350 percent increase in the university fees. The signatures were submitted to Parliament’s Deputy Speaker Kamer Genç. One of the students, who submitted these signatures, was Mahmut Yılmaz, student at Hacettepe University. This initiative produced no result. They always thought that the signatures were burnt in the central heating unit of the Parliament. When these signatures produced no result and when an earthquake hit Dinar, the students organized a new campaign: “We shall not pay the fees and turn into slaves, we shall go to Dinar and break free.”

Students made statements continually, but the newspapers were paying no attention to them. Thus they went to the listening boxes of the Parliament and opened the banner reading: 

“No to education with fees! Our right to education cannot be prevented!”

DYP MP Necdet Menzir shouted: 

“Who let these terrorists into the room?” 

Those who shouted the slogans were the same: Mahmut Yılmaz, Deniz Kartal, Hülya Yeşilyurt, Özgür Yılmaz, İbrahim Ethem Altun, Ahmet Bahadır Ahıska, Hacı Ferhan Temiz and Devrim Öz. The question by Menzir made their conviction certain that day, but they continued anyway. This time they met the Chairman of Higher Education Loans and Dormitories Institute. Those students who met the chairman were the same: Aşkın Doğan, Bülent Karakaş, Denizer Şanlı and Özgür Tüfekçi. 

The meeting produced no result. They turned to the judiciary to prove that the increase in the fees was in contradiction of the Constitution and laws. On the day they opened the trial, they met Minister of Education Turhan Tayan. In witness of the press, Tayan promised that he would deal with the issue. Those students, who met the Minister, were the same: Halise Karaaslan, Deniz Kartal and Metin Murat Kalyoncugil.

When the signatures, meetings and judicial means produced no results, the students decided to hold a big demonstration. They organized the Beyazıt demonstration. But a few days before the demonstration, the police started an operation and collected the students, who were active in the legal and legitimate struggle against the increase of the fees, one by one from their houses, streets and schools between 17 and 22 April. Ankara SSC Prosecution Office decided on a detention period of 15 days for the students. The demands by the lawyers for legal aid were rejected.

While the students were in detention, packages were carried to the house of Metin Murat Kalyoncugil in a plainclothes police car. A few days later, the police came to the house and one of the police officers told Bülent and Metin, “This smell of gasoline will finish you.” Moreover, Bülent’s hair was pulled out and fixed on illegal banners. One of their neighbors saw that the police officers carried the packages of Molotov cocktails to the house and phoned the HRA, but the court rejected her a witness. Moreover, that woman moved from her house and now nobody knows where she is. The father of Mahmut, who was at home one day before the police came, was unaware of the Molotov cocktails. Amnesty International issued two “Urgent Actions” for the students at international levels. Following various tortures, the students were introduced to the press as “the youth wing of the armed organization Dev-Yol.” The next day, the headlines were as follows: “An illegal organization was created from university students.” The students were referred to the interrogating judge on 1 May 1996. The remanded students were: Ahmet Aşkın Doğan, Bülent Karakaş, Mahmut Yılmaz, Deniz Kartal, Nurdan Bayşahan, Elif Kahyaoğlu and Özgür Tüfekçi. 

The indictment by Ankara SSC Prosecution Office accused the students of being members of an illegal organization, retaining and using explosives as well as actions which had nothing to do with the trial, such as participating in the funeral of Uğur Mumcu under the banner of the Revolutionary Youth two years ago. Moreover, although they were accused of obstructing the traffic on Meşrutiyet Street for 30 seconds, they were also seen in front of the Akün Cinema Hall during the same 30 seconds. The students, indicted in such a manner, were sentenced to 18 years in prison in a trial, in which the police summary became the indictment, and the indictment became the verdict without any change. Elif Kahyaoğlu, Deniz Kartal and Nurdan Bayşahan were sentenced to 3 years 9 months in prison. Yet they did the same things as their friends, who were sentenced to 18 years in prison. Our children are in Çankırı Prison now. They have decorated the walls of their wing so beautifully that the prison director visits them every evening for tea. They have hanged the movie posters, and lined up poem books on the shelves. They have turned the prison into “a playground” with embroidered pillows and photos of their friends. Their visitors say, “Who is in and who is out is not definite.” They rebel in that way. They smile in a country in which everybody is afraid of each other and feels sick at the sight of each other and adopt this as a political attitude. Yet the decision-makers know that such a rebellion puts the order at high risk and try to take their revenge. 

The voice on the cassette prepared for them gets louder: “People know us since we are the children of this country. If what our friends have done is a crime, we will never give up committing that crime. We want our friends back and will get them back!” (Ece Temelkuran, Cumhuriyet Dergi, 26.7.1997)

KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ KUTU BİTTİ

The founders and honorary members of the Lecturers’ Trade Union (ÖES) held a meeting in December with the demand that the students, who were under remand in Çankırı Prison, should be released. Cem Eroğul, a lecturer at the Faculty of Politics of Ankara University, read the statement on behalf of the ÖES and said that it was a significant step to support the student and their demands for preventing the decay penetrating every part of the society: “We want to see the students not in prison, but in the universities where they belong and of which they are owners.” Eroğul stated that the imprisonment of students disturbed them and the conscience of society, and that those who deserved the imprisonment were still holding important positions. Eroğul expressed the hope that the appeal would put an end to the disturbance of social conscience: “Justice cannot be independent from social conscience. We believe that the judicial organs will observe social conscience.” Eroğul maintained that the students demonstrated on problems in the universities. He said: “The social responsibility of the universities requires to struggle against the picture, which was completed with kidnappers, murderers and drug smugglers presented as ‘honorable,’ and which was reinforced by the policies of eliminating the social functions of the state. And as a component of the university, our students fulfilled their responsibility. They opposed education with fees and privatization of the education. They advocated a free-of-charge, scientific, autonomous, and democratic university, and social equality, freedom and peace.” 

Prof. Dr. Eralp Özgen, Chairman of the Union of Bar Associations of Turkey (TBB), who participated in the trial of the students and who made a defense in the appeal hearing on 17 December, stated that the case file contained no evidence, which required the students’ conviction. Özgen reminded that students, who were accused of being members of an illegal organization, were sentenced on claims of undertaking acts with Molotov cocktails: “Is it possible to overthrow the Constitutional order with Molotov cocktails?” Prof. Dr. Özgen said that the evidence which justified the conviction passed by Ankara SSC depended only on the testimonies taken by the police and the prosecutor. Referring to the decision by the General Board of the Court of Cassation that the interrogation should be made by the judge, Özgen stressed that convictions should not solely depend on “confessions.” “SSCs cannot be excluded from the scope of law. SSCs cannot ignore the laws.” Özgen stated that the police officers from Ankara Police HQ had taken the testimonies of the defendants 4 or 8 days after they had been detained: “What was done to the defendants at the Police HQ in this period? Why were they kept for such a long time?” Özgen stressed that the medical reports issued by the Forensic Institute for the students had been signed by those who did not have the title of “Dr.” and that only two defendants had been reported to have traces of blows, yet this did not mean that other defendants had not been subjected to psychological pressures. Özgen disclosed that medical reports had been issued for the defendants 13 days after hey had been detained. He said that in all house searches, either the defendants or neighbors or the prosecutor were ready, but while the “bomb specialists” searched the house of Bülent Karakaş and Mahmut Yılmaz, which was termed “a cell,” nobody was at home. Özgen noted that 9 Molotov cocktails and a banner were found in the house and pointed to the fact that Bülent Karakaş and Mahmut Yılmaz had previously been detained and it was difficult to “explain why Yılmaz did not destroy the evidence” since he was accused of “being a member of an illegal organization.” Özgen said that fingerprints on the Molotov cocktails had not been investigated, that the hair claimed to be found on the banner found in the house was investigated with respect to whether it belonged to Bülent Karakaş, but it was not investigated with respect to Mahmut Yılmaz. Özgen emphasized that the decision by Ankara SSC lacked legal justification, only depending on the testimonies taken by the police. He said that proper tolls and conditions should exist in order that Article 168 of the Turkish Penal Code on “membership to the organization” be applied. Özgen demanded that the decision should be quashed regarding the charges and the remanded defendants should be released. Lawyer Şenal Sarıhan stated that the defendants struggled for a democratic university and education without fees. Sarıhan emphasized that the demonstration on Meşrutiyet Street, which formed the ground of the police report and the detailed verdict, had no witness. Sarıhan disclosed that before the house of Bülent Karakaş and Mahmut Yılmaz was searched, a woman had called the HRA Ankara Branch and reported, “something was carried to the house at night.” Sarıhan also noted that the Police HQ had determined that so-called illegal Dev Yol organization did not exist: “Your department has decisions which determine membership to illegal organizations. Armed acts should exist, and these should be widespread in the country. This does not apply to the defendants. No gang is in question. Are these students learning about the gangs at Gazi Education Faculty and faculties of Politics and Law?” Sarıhan mentioned that the journals of Devrimci Gençlik found in the house were shown as evidence of the membership to an illegal organization, but these journals were not illegal and sold freely. Demirel Tavil, the Chairman of Chamber No. 9 of the Court of Cassation stated that he would declare his decision on 18 March 1998. 

Numerous students who participated in the protests in 1996 were convicted in several trials. Of 48 students who were put on trial in connection with the protests against the Higher Education Board (YÖK) in Ankara in November 1996, 7 were sentenced to imprisonment in the hearing held on 15 December. Of the students on trial at Ankara Penal Court No. 2 on charges of “holding an unauthorized demonstration,” Denizer Şanlı, Taylan Demir, Gökçen Zorlu, Özgür Gülseven, Gülay Cevher, Erkan Aksoy and Semra Mercan were sentenced to 1 year 6 months in prison and fined TL 420.000. Their sentences were reprieved and 41 students were acquitted. The trial opened against 144 students in connection with the demonstrations held at Beyazıt Square in İstanbul on 23 November in protest of the attacks by adherents of the MHP and the biased attitude of the police, ended in acquittal in the hearing held at İstanbul Penal Court No. 9 on 23 December. The court decided to file an official complaint against the police officers, who were on duty on the day of the incident. 

Following are some examples of prevention of meetings and demonstrations:

Gebze District Governorate rejected the applications filed first on 22 December 1996 and then on 5 January 1997 for the “Peace and Democracy Festival” to be held by HADEP Gebze District Organization.

About 300 cars and 1000 people welcomed İsmail Özer, Chairman of the Islamic Solidarity Foundation Malatya Branch, who had disappeared after leaving his house at night on 22 February and who was found at Kırıkkale Kalecik Police HQ at the beginning of March, on 3 March. Malatya Public Prosecution Office opened an investigation on the ground that “the welcoming ceremony turned into a pro-Islamic demonstration,” and numerous people were detained. 

On 20 February, adherents of the MHP attacked the leftist students and one student was wounded at the Faculty of Literature, İstanbul University. Following the incident, the police officers did not intervene with MHP adherents, who left the university showing their guns. Tension continued the next day and the police officers put a gun to the head of a student and opened fire into the air. They detained 8 students (2 wounded). A group of students came from the Student Cultural Center of İstanbul University to the faculty and attempted to read a press statement. When a plainclothes police officer opened fire into the air, the students threw stones at the police officers. The police officers chased them and detained 6 students. Fatih Arslan, Chairman of the İstanbul University Student Association was reportedly wounded. When police officers opened fire inside the building of the Faculty of Literature, two leftist students named Mustafa İnce and Ergun Demir jumped down from the first floor. The police officers detained the students. Three plainclothes police officers, claimed to be in the school all the time, put Mustafa İnce on the ground, pointed their guns to his head and opened fire into the air for 4-5 times.

On 22 March, KESK organized marches in many cities in protest of the draft law, which did not give the right of strike and collective bargaining to trade unions of public servants. In Balıkesir, public servants and their relatives gathered at Ali Hikmet Paşa Square and attempted to march, but were dispersed by the police under beating. The police detained about 200 people including children. Journalists covering the incident were harassed. The police dispersed public servants, who gathered in front of the Atatürk Stadium in Bursa, and detained 103 public servants including Eğitim-Sen Branch Chairman Saim Gültekin and SES Branch Chairman Bülent Aslanhan. 

The demonstration held by 20 students at 5 Ocak Square in Adana on 5 April in protest of the system of admittance to the universities was prevented by the police. The police officers detained 9 high school students.

The police stopped municipality workers, who attempted to march toward Ceyhan Municipality on 7 April with the demand that their social rights amounting to about TL 50 billion for the period between 1996 and 1997, and their wages for 4 months should be paid. When the workers insisted on marching, the police officers dispersed them and detained Seyit Akkuş, Chairman of the Genel-İş Ceyhan Branch, Branch Secretary Hasan Cinbaş, Branch executive member Ahmet Acar and Technology Department Workplace Representative Emin Kuş.

In İzmir, a group of Kurdish children gathered in front of HADEP Konak District Organization building on 23 April, on Children’s festival, and attempted to march toward Konak Square in order to make a press statement. About 200 children carrying banners reading “I want education in the mother tongue,” and “I want peace instead of bombs” along with their mothers were stopped by the police. Afterwards the children read the press statement and criticized the discourse by politicians and executives related to children: “But they never tell us why they have put a reservation to the UN Children Rights Convention. They never explain how we are influenced by hundreds of death we see on TV, about the families of those killed and that we are deeply grieved by these. They never tell about children, who have left their villages, that have been evacuated and burnt down, and about their problems. They never mention health, education and accommodation problems of children, who became refugees in their own territories and who have to live in nylon tents in big cities.” The police officers attacked the children and their mothers on entry to HADEP Konak District Organization building after the press statement. Anti-Riot teams blockaded the building. 

On 23 April, during the alternative 23 April celebrations organized by HADEP Adana Provincial Organization Women Commission, Mesopotamian Cultural Center Adana Branch Children Chorus attempted to give a recital following the press statement at İnönü Park. However, plainclothes police officers blockaded the exit of the building and did not allow HADEP executives and children to go out. A trial was opened against Eyüp Karageçi, HADEP Adana Provincial Organization Chairman in connection with the alternative celebrations. The first hearing of the trial opened on charges of “disseminating PKK and separatist propaganda” was held at Adana SSC on 14 August. The prosecutor agreed with the demand of Karageçi and his lawyer and the SSC acquitted him.

The conference titled “Independent Communication Network National Conference, Problems of Local Media and Possibilities of Convening for Solution” held in PUİS Hotel in Ankara on 4 May under the leadership of TMMOB, TTB, IPS Communication Foundation, Heinrich Böll Foundation Turkey Representation and the participation of about 100 journalists from local newspapers, journals, radios and TVs was prevented by the police on the second day on the ground that it was not permitted. The police officers in charge at the Associations Department of the Police HQ came to PUİS Hotel and argued that the conference should be stopped on the ground that “authorization was not obtained for foreigners from the Ministry of Interior.” 

IPS Communication Foundation Representative Ertuğrul Kürkçü stated that since the lawyers of the TMMOB had stated that there was no need for authorization, they did not apply to the Police HQ for permission before the conference, but the police prevented the conference on the ground that authorization was required for public conferences. Foundation officials phoned Ankara Governor and obtained special permission from him, thus the conference resumed.

Students who attempted to march from the Faculty of Medicine of Hacettepe University to the Ministry of Health on 17 May in protest of the “attempts at privatizing medical services” were prevented by the police. The students, who came from several cities, assembled in the Central Campus of Hacettepe University at around 11am. When they were not allowed by the police to go out of the campus, they convened in front of the Emergency Service. They decided to continue their march, but the police attacked them. Nine students were wounded (4 heavily) with truncheons.

In its meeting held in İstanbul on 17, 18 and 19 May, KESK Executive Board decided to organize a regional meeting entitled “Free Labor, Democratic Turkey” in 11 city centers on 14 and 15 June. İzmir and Mersin Governorates rejected the applications for the meeting. The rejection in İzmir was made after one hour on the ground that “there was another meeting on the same day.” In Mersin, the application for the mass meeting filed on 9 June was replied as follows: “On 14 June, the DSP will hold a meeting in Tarsus, and the meeting is postponed to 28 June for security reasons.”

Following the meeting held in Kocaeli on 6 June under the title of “Free-of-Charge, Continuous, Compulsory, Scientific, Democratic, Secular Education in the Mother Tongue” initiated by Eğitim-Sen, 60 people were detained by the police. On the same day, 22 teachers were detained during the press statement in front of Kırıkkale Provincial Education Directorate. Afterwards, a trial was opened against 20 teachers on charges of “violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations.” 

An investigation was started against 100 students from Afyon Kocatepe University on the ground that they participated in the trial in connection with the killing of journalist Metin Göktepe at Afyon Criminal Court. During the investigation started on charges of “participating in the Metin Göktepe trial, violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations,” 20 students testified at Afyon Police HQ on 17 June. Another investigation was launched against 6 primary school teachers on the same grounds.

Divriği Culture, Art and Mine Festival, which had been organized between 23 and 24 August every year by Divriği Municipality since 1985 in Divriği district of Sivas, was banned by Divriği District Governorate in 1997. The prohibition was justified stating, “since the security forces in the district continually participate in operations, security cannot be established.”

On 15 November, trade unions affiliated with KESK organized demonstrations in Ankara, İstanbul, İzmir, Adana and in many other cities in protest of the government. The demonstrations ended without any incident. In Diyarbakır, the demonstration was not allowed and 50 people including KESK executives were detained. In the demonstration held in İzmir on 22 November, Ahmet Subaşı (21), İzmir representative for the newspaper Kızıl Bayrak, and Ogan Kocaoğlu (19) were detained. Subaşı had to stay in hospital for a long time due to torture inflicted on him.

Police officers intervened in the demonstration held by public servants in Malatya on 11 December and beat numerous people. In the incident, SES Malatya Branch executive Gülsüm Yazıcı Özsuna suffered a fracture in the leg. 

8.4. FREEDOM OF ORGANIZATION

The right to freedom of organization in Turkey is, in legal terms, a right granted on condition of not pronouncing views in contradiction with the basic principles of the Constitution formulated following the military coup of 12 September 1980. For instance, to organize within a political party is possible only on condition of not suggesting any other governance structure than the existing one, not proposing education in languages other than Turkish, and not addressing certain classes, religious sects or ethnical groups. Those people or groups expressing views in conflict with the fundamental principles of the Constitution or attempting to discuss these principles face legal and practical obstacles and pressure including grave human rights abuses. Therefore, the freedom of organization was reviewed under the title of freedom of thought.

One of the basic exceptions for the formal freedom of organization was the prohibition of public servants from membership to associations and other organizations. Following the amendment of the Constitution in 1995, the scope of this ban was narrowed in 1997. According to the draft law submitted by the Inter-Parties Commission to the Presidency of Parliament in May and which aimed at amending the Law on Associations, public servants except for members of the Turkish Armed Forces, general and special security forces, and for those who were disallowed to establish or be members of associations under special laws, were allowed to establish or be members of associations.

Organization of dissident groups was also prevented in 1997; those who were members of non-governmental organizations were also deprived of other rights. Activities of dissident non-governmental organizations were obstructed, their executives and members were oppressed. There were bombings and armed attacks against the mass organizations, party buildings, trade unions, and executives and members of such organizations. Executives and members of such organizations were detained, subjected to pressure and several trials were opened against them. Numerous executives and members of dissident organizations were subjected to torture.

a) Political Parties

The prohibition of establishing political parties implemented following the military coup of 12 September 1980 was abolished in 1983. Until 1997, 59 political parties had been closed down. After 1990, the closure of political parties was mostly justified by accusing them of “creating a minority” and separatism. The following are some of the political parties closed down by the Constitutional Court: (
)
United Communist Party of Turkey (TBKP): Following the Grand Congress held in January 1991, it was closed down on 8 July 1991 based on the prohibition of establishing communist parties. 

Republican People’s Party (CHP): It was closed down on 24 September 1991 on the ground that it used the name, emblem, symbols and similar signs of the CHP, which had been closed down after the military coup of 12 September 1980, and declared and claimed that it was an extension of the party in question. 

Socialist Party (SP): A trial was opened against the Socialist Party with the demand that it should be closed down in connection with its Chairperson Doğu Perinçek’s suggestions of solution to the Kurdish problem and his views in the brochure titled “Kürt Sorununa Çözüm” (A Solution to the Kurdish Problem) on 2 November 1991. It was closed down on charges of “separatism” in 1992. 

People’s Labor Party (HEP): On 3 July 1992, a trial was opened against the People’s Labor Party, established on 7 June 1990, with the demand that it should be closed down. It was closed down on charges of conducting activities in violation of the Constitution and laws on 14 July 1993. 

Freedom and Democracy Party (ÖZDEP): It was established in November 1992 taking into consideration that the HEP would be closed down, and was closed down on demand of the Chief Prosecution Office at the Court of Cassation on 23 November 1993. 

Socialist Party of Turkey (STP): The Chief Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation opened a trial against the STP, established on 7 November 1992, with the demand that it should be closed down in February 1993. In reaction, the members of the STP established a new party: Socialist Power Party. The STP was closed down on charges of “aiming at destroying the indivisible integrity of the country and the nation” on 30 November 1993. 

Greens Party (YP): The Chief Prosecution Office opened a trial with the Constitutional Court in January 1994 with the demand that the YP should be closed down. The trial was opened on the grounds that the YP failed to submit its financial statements for 1998 to the Constitutional Court in spite of the warnings. The trial ended in closure of the party. 

Democracy Party (DEP): The Chief Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation opened a trial against the party which was established when a trial of closing down was opened against ÖZDEP with the Constitutional Court on 2 December 1993. The speeches by DEP Chairman Yaşar Kaya and the ‘Call for Peace’ made by the party on 1 August 1993 were shown as justification for the closure of the party. It was closed down on 16 June 1994. 

Democrat Party (DP): DP was closed down on 13 September 1994 on the grounds that it had the same name with a party, which was established in 1946 and closed down by the Court in 1960, and it ignored the warnings for the change of the name. 

Socialist Unity Party (SBP): SBP was closed down in July 1995 as a result of the trial opened by the Chief Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation on 29 December 1993, on the grounds that “the party program, congress decisions, and the statements by the chairperson and several executives contained separatist propaganda.”

Democracy and Change Party (DDP): DDP was closed down on 19 March 1996 as a result of the trial opened by the Chief Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation on charges of “separatism in the party program” on 6 June 1995. 

Resurrection Party: The radical Islamic Resurrection Party was closed down on 18 July 1997, having not participated in the 1991 and 1995 general elections. It was closed down on the grounds that “it did not participate in the general election successively for two periods and failed to dissolve itself despite the written notice by the Chief Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation.”

The pressures and obstructions on dissident political parties, and violation of fundamental rights of members and executives of such parties affected mostly HADEP, EMEP and ÖDP in 1997. The executives of these parties were also put on trial in connection with their activities. 

People’s Democracy Party (HADEP)

In a news article published in the daily Milliyet on 18 December 1996, it was stated that a report prepared by the General Staff and distributed to the Ministries, but later taken back, reportedly accused the HADEP of “serving as the recruiting agency of the PKK, and smuggling drugs and guns.” The report read as follows: “The activities of the HADEP should be smothered, and implicit, explicit and constant pressure should be established on it with the help of mass organizations, the state, the universities, and the media.” HADEP filed a suit against the Prime Ministry in connection with the report in question. In the official complaint filed by Lawyer Mehmet Nuri Özmen with Ankara Public Prosecution Office on 31 January, it was stated that the Prime Ministry had violated Articles 179 and 480 of the Turkish Penal Code (TPC) and therefore a public trial should be opened against the Prime Ministry. The official complaint continued: “The statements listed as measures in the report in question appeared in the press, and thus the HADEP was made a target with the help of several organizations and institutions. This violates fundamental principles of the Constitution and of Articles 179 and 480 of the TPC. Therefore, I demand that the assailants should be prosecuted and a public trial should be brought against them.” On the same day, HADEP Deputy Chairman Sedat Yurtdaş held a press conference and emphasized the fact that the report which was prepared by the General Staff for “Inter-Ministerial Follow up and Orientation Board” aimed at oppressing HADEP, and called it an “extra-judicial execution.” Yurtdaş said that HADEP was established in compliance with all legal conditions and should have the constitutional rights as specified in Article 68 § 2 of the Constitution, which read “Political parties are indispensable elements of democratic political life.” Yurtdaş disclosed that the report in question accused employees and ordinary members of the party in several ways. When a journalist asked for the reason why the report was prepared, he answered: “There is an ongoing trial. Its purpose may be to influence it. When we were put on trial as MPs of DEP, such a report was leaked. It was said that depending on this report, we were arrested, our headquarters was bombed, the newspaper Özgür Ülke was bombed. This report lacks any legal or constitutional basis and represents an extra-judicial execution of our party.” Yurtdaş invited the Prime Minister and other party executives to declare their opinions on the subject. 

As in previous years, the pressures on the HADEP continued in 1997. Many executives and members of the HADEP were put on trials. 

The trial opened against 49 party executives who were detained in connection with the removal of the Turkish flag during the HADEP Congress held in Ankara Atatürk Sports Hall on 23 June 1996, on charges of “being executives of an illegal organization, being members of an illegal organization and spreading separatist propaganda,” ended in 1997. The indictment prepared by Ankara SSC Prosecution Office, claimed that 23 party executives including Murat Bozlak were “executives of an illegal organization,” 17 people were “members of an illegal organization,” and Sırrı Sakık “spread separatist propaganda.” The indictment defined HADEP as the “recruiting office of the organization.” The trial of 41 HADEP members started at Ankara SSC on 25 September 1996. During the hearing, Murat Bozlak read the joint defense, and said: “The flag could not be restored to its original position due to technical defects. However, a Turkish flag was hanged on the table of the Council “.

Meanwhile, a trial was opened against Faysal Akcan, who took down the flag, and Giyasettin Mordeniz at Ankara SSC with the demand of the death penalty under Article 125 of the TPC. In the trial, it was claimed that Akcan took down the flag and replaced it with that of the PKK upon instructions by Mordeniz. In the trial, which started at Ankara SSC on 23 October 1996, Faysal Akcan accepted that he had taken down the flag. It was decided that the case-file of Akcan and Mordeniz be merged with that of the HADEP.

In the hearing held on 14 April 1997, 14 defendants including Murat Bozlak were released. The trial ended on 4 June. Ankara SSC sentenced Faysal Akcan to 22 years 6 months in prison, Murat Bozlak and Congress Council Chairman Hikmet Fidan to 6 years in prison, each, on charges of “aiding the illegal organization,” and 28 defendants to 4 years 6 months in prison. 14 defendants were acquitted. The verdict claimed, “the act of taking down the flag was organized by the PKK.” In the detailed verdict, it was stated that the party executives did not order to restore the flag and party executives hid those who took down the flag. The verdict stated that an official complaint would be lodged with the Chief Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation against the HADEP on the grounds that it had close relations with the PKK, so that it should be closed down. It was alleged that although no flag had been hanged during congresses of the People’s Labor Party (HEP) and the Democracy Party (DEP), which were closed down by the Constitutional Court, a flag had been hanged during the congress of the HADEP with the purpose of “taking it down to encourage PKK adherents.” Erman Başol, military judge member of the SSC, opposed the decision on the grounds that “considering such acts as personal responsibilities of the chairperson, members, council chairperson and delegates of the party, could not be reconciled with the principle of ‘individual punishment’. Başol reminded that it was within the jurisdiction of the Constitutional Court to evaluate the relationship between the HADEP and the PKK, and to decide about the legal status of the party in case of such relations.
On 7 November, police officers raided the premises of HADEP Aydın Central District Organization, and detained Selahaddin Yoğunsuz, Provincial Organization Chairman, Musa Demir, Provincial Accountant, M. Şener Sürlü, Provincial Secretary, İbrahim Alçiçek, Central District Accountant, Alirıza Temur, Central District Secretary, Osman Dağtekin, Central District Chairman and Duran Boztepe, a member of Didim District Organization. Osman Dağtekin and Duran Boztepe were remanded on 11 November on charges of “making propaganda for an illegal organization” and sent to Aydın E Type Prison. The other detainees were released. Dağtekin and Boztepe, who were put on trial at İzmir SSC on charges of keeping prohibited publications, were released on 23 December.

Bedirhan Koç and Hasan Akboğa, executives of the HADEP Hakkari Provincial Organization, and Hemet Hemetoğlu, Sıdık Yalçın and İsmail Tenik were detained during the raid on their houses by the police on 22 July, and were released by the court on 25 July.

Şerif Elçi, Accountant of the HADEP Bingöl Provincial Organization, and his son Mücahit Elçi, who were detained during the raid on their houses on 25 September, appeared before the court on 27 September. While Elçi was released, his son Mücahit Elçi was remanded depending on the testimony of confessor Edip Kaynar. Meanwhile, Adnan Sarı, the Secretary of the HADEP Bingöl Provincial Organization, and Talip Ay, who were detained on the same night, were referred to the court on 28 September. While Sarı was remanded, Ay was released. Reportedly, Sarı was also arrested upon the testimony by confessor Edip Kaynar. Some plainclothes police officers allegedly left a PKK flag in the house of Adnan Sarı during the raid on his house.

In December, Diyarbakır SSC opened a trial against Eyüp Karageçi, Chairman of HADEP Adana Provincial Organization, on accusations of “aiding the PKK” in connection with a speech he delivered in the panel organized by the HADEP Urfa Youth Commission in 1996.

Ali Gökot, former Chairman of HADEP Maraş Provincial Organization, and HADEP executives İmam Güzel and Hüseyin Şerbet, who were detained in Narlı town of Pazarcık, Maraş on 1 September, were remanded on 4 September.

Adana SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial in connection with 21 March Newroz Feast organized by HADEP Seyhan District Organization in 1996. In the trial, Mustafa Karabulut, Chairman of HADEP Seyhan District Organization, Yusuf Polat, an executive of the same, Hasan Beliren, Chairman of Yüreğir District Organization, Osman Kara, an executive of the same, and Gülseren Kasaphan, Mustafa Çampınarı and İbrahim Yakut, executive members of Adana Provincial Organization, were prosecuted on charges of “inciting people to enmity based on religious, linguistic, and racial differences” (TPC 312) and “spreading separatist propaganda” (TMY 8/1). The trial ended in acquittal at Adana SSC on 6 August.

Eşref Odabaşı, Chairman of HADEP Kırşehir Provincial Organization, was detained by plainclothes police officers in his office in Kırşehir on 17 September. Odabaşı was later remanded by the Ankara SSC. A trial was opened against Odabaşı on accusations of “inciting people to enmity through discrimination on religious, linguistic, racial and class differences” (TPC 312). Odabaşı was said to have committed the offense in question by way of sending cards with an article published in the HADEP bulletin to imams in Kırşehir during the ‘Sacrifice Feast,’ and he was released in the hearing held at Ankara SSC on 16 October. The trial ended on 1 December. Odabaşı was sentenced to 2 years in prison and fined TL 1 million 720 thousand. His sentence was reprieved for 5 years. 
Kırşehir Public Prosecution Office opened a trial against Kemal Okutan, Chairman of HADEP Ankara Provincial Organization, on charges of “insulting the spiritual personality of the government” in a speech he delivered during a meeting organized by HADEP Kırşehir Provincial Organization in May 1996. 

Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against the executives of HADEP Bolu Provincial Organization on charges of “aiding the PKK” in mid-October. In the trial, an imprisonment term from 5 years 6 months to 10 years 6 months was sought for Kenan Ayaz, Chairman of the Provincial Organization, and from 4 years 6 months to 7 years 6 months for Mehmet Sıddık Aksaç, Vahap Eşidir, Nihat Yaşlı, Zeki Şimşek, Mehmet Ersin Derince, Cihan Altınışık, executives of the provincial organization, and Zeki Başar, a member of the party. In addition to Ayaz, Sertap Oğur, Chairwoman of the Women Commission, Zeki Başar, Chairman of the Youth Commission, and members of the Provincial Executive Board named Nihat Yaşlı, Mehmet Ersin Derince, Zeki Şimşek, Vahap Eşidir, Mehmet Sıddık Aksaç and Cihan Altınışık, who were detained on 24 September, were remanded by Ankara SSC on 26 September on charges of “aiding an illegal organization” (TPC 169). Oğur and Altınışık were subsequently released.

Attacks on HADEP buildings and workplaces of members of HADEP continued in 1997. Numerous buildings of HADEP were destroyed and documents of the party were stolen. As a result of the attacks, one person died.

As far as the HRFT could determine, 1,046 people including 102 HADEP executive members, 327 HADEP members and 617 HADEP adherents were detained during operations against the HADEP in 1997. Most of those detained were released without appearing before the court or charged with any offense. A number of HADEP executives and members, who were detained or abducted, were subjected to torture in 1997. 

For instance, Adil Dizek, a member of the HADEP Gaziosmanpaşa (İstanbul) district organization, disclosed that he had been abducted by police officers on 6 January, then taken to a forest in Maslak, where he had been tortured heavily and threatened to join the paramilitary group called “Group Amed.” Dizek made a press statement at the HRA together with his lawyer Filiz Köstak and HADEP provincial executives on 9 January. Adil Dizek said that the police had chased him for about 3 years, he had been detained occasionally and threatened with death, and then he had been released without any legal proceedings. Dizek stated that he had been detained at about 2pm on 6 January, and kept in detention until the evening of 7 January. The police told him that they would burn him or shoot him to death in case he did not join the “Group Amed.” Dizek said: “When I left home for Küçükköy, two police officers approached me and said that they were from the Investigation Office. They told me that they wanted to have a talk with me about a land, and wanted me to get in the car. But I insisted that we should go to Küçükköy Police Station to talk there. When I resisted, they said that things were getting worse, and if I did not get in the car, I would be killed. So I did what I was told. They started to beat me in the car. First we went to Vatan Street. There, a person they called ‘Dayı’ got in the car. We went towards Sarıyer. We drove in the forest. When it got dark, they got me out of the car and started to beat me with the butt of their guns. ‘Dayı’ was beating and insulting me, and I said to him, ‘It is much better if you shoot me, instead of swearing at me this much’. And he put his gun to my head and fired. The other police pushed his hand when he was about to fire. The bullet passed right through my hair. Then he put his gun into my mouth and said he would kill me.” Dizek noted that he had to agree to become an informer for the police since he was scared that he would be killed, and they had made an appointment for 8 January: “They told me, ‘You will tell us the names of those working for HADEP and nobody will know about it’. If I see them now, I can easily identify them. I did not go to the appointment and now I am scared that they will kill me.” Latif Kaya, an executive member of the HADEP İstanbul Provincial Organization, claimed that the ‘Group Amed was a team consisting of confessor people connected to the JİTEM, and that 38 HADEP members had been abducted in the same manner until then and subjected to such practices. Lawyer Filiz Köstak stated that they had filed an official complaint with Fatih Prosecution Office in connection with the torture inflicted on Dizek, and the prosecutor had referred Dizek to the Forensic Medicine Institute, where he had received a medical report certifying his inability to work for 15 days. Lawyer Filiz Köstak stated that Dizek had also been examined at the HRFT Treatment Center and the torture inflicted on him had been certified.
A group of people who protested the torture inflicted on the businessman Ramazan Sarı (65), father of Adnan Sarı, Secretary of HADEP Bingöl Provincial Organization, were dispersed by the police under beating. 35 of them were detained. Ramazan Sarı had been detained in Bingöl on 18 August. Adnan Sarı, Şerif Elçi, Accountant of the HADEP Bingöl Provincial Organization, his son Mücahit Elçi, and Talip Ay, who were detained during the raid on their house on 25 September, were reportedly hospitalized by the police on 26 September. The eyewitnesses said that they had seen bruises on their faces.

The executives of HADEP Alanya District Organization Şerif Yalçın, Halil Akdoğan, Hasan Eraslan and Abdulhakim Aktaş and the HADEP members Osman Eraslan, M. Selim Teke and Güler Pınar Düdüklü were detained by Alanya police during raids on their houses in the night of 30 September They were released on 1 October. Abdülhakim Aktaş made a statement after release and said that they had been subjected to torture in a new building next to the Security Directorate. Aktaş related the incident as follows: “We were subjected to torture methods such as pressurized water, beating and electricity. The police officers said that they would not allow us to establish our district organization, and they inflicted heavy torture on us throughout the night. We were threatened to death and asked to put an end to our party activities.” Aktaş noted that there were traces of blows and bruises on his body and he suffered from disorders in his internal organs due to the torture: “Şerif Yalçın, another executive, and I went to Alanya State Hospital. But the doctor in charge at the hospital said ‘I cannot issue a report certifying torture’ and thus he prepared a biased report saying, ‘There are bruises on his body.’ Yet there are numerous traces of torture on our bodies.” Aktaş noted that depending on the medical report, they had filed an official complaint with Alanya Public Prosecution Office on 7 October against the torturer police officers.

Ali Nergis, Chairman of HADEP Gebze District Organization and the members of the Youth Commission Rewşen Kalbişen and Neşe Tunç, who were detained on 7 November on charges of “aiding the PKK,” were released by Gebze Public Prosecution Office on 10 November. Nergis, Tunç and Kalbişen stated that they had been tortured in detention by the police officers.

Nevroz Koç, a HADEP member, who was detained in Sarıyer, İstanbul on 30 November, was remanded on charges of resisting the police and sent to prison. Reportedly he stayed under coma for 18 days and did not receive any medical treatment. Koç made a statement at the HRA İstanbul Branch after his release from Bayrampaşa Prison on 25 December, and explained the torture inflicted on him. Koç stated he had been attacked by nine “MHP followers” at the bus stop: “Since I was a Kurd, they insulted me and struck me with fists. Then the police came and slapped me. They handcuffed me and took me to Sarıyer Police Station. In the police station, the youths said, ‘We are MHP followers’ and then they were released.” Koç recounted the torture inflicted on him at Sarıyer Police Station as follows: “At around 2.30am five people tied my eyes, hands and feet and hit me with truncheons and kicks. Meanwhile, they continually insulted me for being a Kurd and told me, ‘Why are you a member of HADEP? You will not make the Kurds in Sarıyer members of the HADEP’ and they showed several photos to me and asked me, ‘Do you know them?’“ Koç noted that he had been arrested by Sarıyer Public Prosecution Office on 1 December on charges of resisting the police, and sent to Bayrampaşa Special Type Prison, and during the 18 days of his detention period of 25 days, he had been in a coma. The medical report issued by the Forensic Institute certified the torture traces.

Police officers from Bismil District Police HQ raided the HADEP District Office on 23 December, and detained District Chairman Nedim Biçer, party member Abdulvahap Güven and Servet Güven. Nedim Biçer was remanded by Bismil Public Prosecution Office on 27 December and put in prison. Following his remand, lawyer Fırat Anlı, lawyer Mansur Reşitoğlu, provincial executives Hüsnü Tur and Ramazan Çakar went to Bismil and met Biçer. They stated that Biçer had been tortured in detention, his left eardrum had been torn, he was too exhausted and should be hospitalized. Anlı noted that the doctor had not issued a medical report since he had been threatened: “They took Biçer to the doctor. Physician M. Salih Anar at the Forensic Institute first issued a medical report certifying the torture inflicted on Biçer. But when police officers threatened him to death, he changed the report. Yet when the medical situation of Biçer deteriorated, the same doctor gave him prescription for medicines. We have the prescription in question.” Anlı stated that Biçer knew those who tortured him: “Those who tortured him are the police officers named Hasan and Yüksel, whose surnames we could not determine, known by everybody in Bismil. They are connected to the ‘TEM’. We will lodge an official complaint against the police officers who raided the building of the HADEP district organization without any search warrant and against the two police officers who tortured Biçer.”

Local HADEP organizations were also attacked. The following are the party buildings attacked in 1997: HADEP Ankara Keçiören District building was swaddled with Molotov cocktails supposedly by a group of MHP adherents on 12 March. The building was damaged seriously as a result of the attack. Kayseri Provincial building was attacked with Molotov cocktails on 13 May and the building was damaged. Kırşehir Provincial building was attacked by “unknown assailants” before daybreak on 6 June. The assailants entered the building by breaking the window and stole documents of the organization. Van Provincial building was attacked with stones on 7 July and the windows were broken. The coffee house belonging to Ali Akgün, executive member of the Ankara Provincial Organization, in Şenlik quarter of Keçiören, was destroyed in the evening on 11 July. Ankara Altındağ district building was intruded by unknown assailants at night on 22 July, and the property inside was damaged. A group of people intruded İstanbul Kartal District organization building at around 8.15am on 25 August and damaged the property inside. Unknown assailants threw Molotov cocktails at the Gürpınar town building at night on 6 September. Chairs, tables and documents in the office burnt. Van Provincial building was attacked with stones in the evening on 11 September. İstanbul Sultançiftliği town building was swaddled by four unknown assailants with Molotov cocktails at night on 7 November. İstanbul Ümraniye District building was attacked by a group of unknown assailants at night on 1 December.

The activities that the HADEP attempted to organize in 1997 were mostly not allowed without specific justification. Leaflets and posters prepared by the party were confiscated, and activities organized by the HADEP were attacked by the police. For instance, HADEP İskenderun District Organization was raided on 14 February. The police confiscated videocassettes covering the “Democratic Turkey Clean Politics Meeting,” several cassettes and socialist journals in the archive.

The HADEP İzmir Provincial Organization made a press statement with the participation of about 300 people in front of Konak District Organization on 25 May with the demand that the operations conducted by the Turkish Armed Forces in Northern Iraq be stopped. While the demonstrators were about to enter the building of the HADEP Konak District Organization, the police officers detained under beatings 28 people including Bedirhan Karatay, Chairman of HADEP Balçova District Organization and Derviş Altun, an executive member of the HRA İzmir Branch. Of 28 people, 10 were released at the police station and 18 by the court on 26 May to be prosecuted without remand. 

A trial was opened against Mehmet Şener Sürlü, Secretary of Aydın Provincial Organization, who addressed the public as “hello friends” in Kurdish and then continued his speech in Turkish during the “Solidarity Festival” organized by the HADEP Nazilli District Organization in June, and Mehmet Nuri Güneş, a member of the HADEP Party Assembly, under Article 81 of the Law on Political Parties on “prohibition of creating minorities” and under Article 82 on “prohibition of regionalism and racism.” During the raid, the police officers seized 475 books and a calendar prepared by the journal Özgür Halk as “illegal publication,” and detained Turan Boztepe, an executive member of the TAYD-DER. Şerafettin Halis, who was assigned Chairman of HADEP Tunceli Provincial Organization, was detained on 5 June and taken out of the city “never to enter into the provincial borders again.”

The “Friendship and Solidarity Festival” which would be held by the HADEP İskenderun District Organization on 8 August was prevented by İskenderun District Governorate. In the communication sent by District Governor Selahattin Alanya to the Organization Committee Chair, it was claimed that the people in charge at the committee had previous records of connection with political organizations: “Since the period between 8 and 15 August is regarded as the anniversary of establishment of the PKK, and the week of acts and the festival coincided with this stretch of time, we consider the festival inappropriate in accordance with the Law on Meetings and Demonstration numbered 2911 and the Law on Provincial Administration.” The “Youth Festival for Peace” which would be held by HADEP at Yedikule Dungeons in İstanbul on 17 August was banned by the governorate without any justification.

The leaflet titled “Call for Peace Lovers” which was planned to be distributed by HADEP İzmir Provincial Organization in Konak Square on the occasion of “1 September World Peace Day,” was prohibited by İzmir Penal Court No. 5. The leaflets in the HADEP Provincial building were confiscated by the police. The buildings of HADEP and EMEP Aydın provincial and district organizations were raided by the police officers from the political branch on 2 September. The raids was reportedly conducted on the grounds that some illegal leaflets were distributed in Aydın and neighboring cities.

The party members who went from Diyarbakır and Batman to Bismil for the official opening ceremony of HADEP Bismil District Organization on 20 September were not allowed to enter the district. A convoy of 25 vehicles which came from Diyarbakır and which carried Sinan Sonkurt, Deputy General Accountant of HADEP, and Party Assembly members lawyer Abdullah Akın, Feridun Çelik, Cezeyir Serin, Melike Alp and many party members, and other vehicles coming from Batman were kept waiting at the entrance of the district for 3 hours. The party executives were insulted there. Police officers raided Bismil district building and sent away those who came for the ceremony. 

The “Peace and Democracy Demonstration” which would be held by the HADEP Headquarters at Adana Uğur Mumcu Square on 18 October and which would include the neighboring cities was prohibited by the Adana Governorate in accordance with the “Law on Meetings and Demonstrations.” The prohibition of the demonstration was protested with a press release at İnönü Park. 

İshak Tepe, the General Accountant of the HADEP, and Güven Özata, a member of the Party Assembly, declared that the political branch teams from Bitlis Police HQ attempted to obstruct their efforts for establishing a provincial organization in Bitlis between 27-30 October. Tepe lodged an official compliant with Bitlis Public Prosecution Office on the grounds that Political Branch Chief Şükrü Kortay arbitrarily prevented the party activities. In his petition, Tepe stated that Kortay had threatened Hasan Ülkü not to take part in party activities on 29 October, and had taken M. Salih Yalçınkaya to Çarşı Police Station and threatened him in the same manner. 

The panel entitled “Susurluk, Politics and Democracy Martyrs” which would be held by HADEP Gaziantep Provincial Organization in connection with the anniversary of the accident in Susurluk and the murder of Abdülsamet Sakık, HEP Gaziantep Provincial Organization Chairperson (3 November 1992), was not allowed by Gaziantep Police HQ on the grounds of “lacking documents.”

Selahattin Yonsuz, Chairman of HADEP Aydın Provincial Organization, Mehmet Şener Sürlü, Secretary of the same, Musa Demir, Accountant of the same, Osman Dağtekin, Chairman of Central District Organization, İbrahim Akçiçek, Accountant of the same, and Ali Rıza Temur, Chairman of the HRA Aydın Branch, were detained during raids on HADEP Aydın Provincial Organization building and the houses of executives on 6-7 November. They were released on 9 November. 

The city center of Siirt, where the regional meeting of HADEP would be held, was blockaded by the police and soldiers on instructions by the governorate on 23 November. Armored vehicles of the police and military patrolled the city center from the daybreak and drivers at taxi stops were threatened not to take part in the HADEP convoy. Moreover, people were not allowed by the police and soldiers to welcome Murat Bozlak, the Chairman of HADEP, and his colleagues at Siirt Airport. Afterwards, the party executives went to the city center. During the speech delivered to the public by Bozlak in the city center, police and soldiers dispersed the people in front of the provincial organization building. In the incident, Ahmet Arslan, Secretary of the HADEP Siirt Provincial Organization, executives Abdullah Süzgün and Abdulkadir Kaya and many other people were wounded. As a result of the incident in which about 50 people were wounded and many detained, Bozlak had to cut his speech. Those who were detained were released on 24 November. The HADEP executives and party members who came to Siirt from the neighboring cities in order to take part in the meeting were not allowed to enter Siirt. 

HADEP Nazilli District Organization building was raided by the police on 4 December on the grounds of keeping illegal publications. The police took Aydın Bozdağ, Chairman of HADEP Nazilli District Organization, from his house to the party building, and seized 75 copies of the newspaper Ülkede Gündem on the grounds that they had been confiscated. Police officers reportedly threatened party member Ali Açıkyer not to open the district building to demonstrators in support of the hunger strike in Nazilli Prison.

Buildings of HADEP Diyarbakır Provincial Organization, central district organization and Kayapınar town organization were raided by the police officers on 11 December. During the raid, Seyithan Şehir, an executive member of the central district organization, was detained and numerous documents were seized.

On 26 December, HADEP İzmir Provincial Organization, all of the district organization buildings and the Mesopotamian Culture Center (MKM) İzmir branch were raided by police officers from İzmir Police HQ. During the raids, books and journals were seized. 

Labor Party (EP)/Labor’s Party (EMEP)

In June 1996, the Chief Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation opened a trial for the closure of the Labor Party (EP), which was established on 25 March 1996. The indictment claimed that the chapter “Democratic Populist Solution to the Kurdish Problem” in the EP Program contained “separatist propaganda,” suggested “the existence of minorities basing on national culture, or racial or linguistic differences in the Republic of Turkey,” and aimed at “creating minorities.” On 14 February, the Constitutional Court closed the EP on the grounds that the party program violated the preliminary provisions and Articles 2, 3, 14 and 69 of the Constitution and relevant Articles of the Law on Political Parties.

Together with the trial against EP, activities for establishment of “Labor’s Party (EMEP)” started. EMEP was founded on 25 November 1996. (
) The Labor’s Party also faced pressures and obstacles.

The party members Ali Gürbüz, Mehmet Çoban, Fatih Çivelek, Ahmet Güner, Nuri Erdem, Hikmet Erbilgin, Sibel Çınar, Özgür Oğuz and Şahimerdan Oğuz, who were put on trial at Afyon Penal Court in connection with leaflets distributed by EP in Afyon prior to 1 May 1996, were acquitted. 

The trial against former executive members of EP Ankara Provincial Organization at Ankara SSC No. 2 on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in the leaflet entitled “Peace is what mankind longed for for centuries,” ended in acquittal on 19 February. 

Mersin Police HQ applied to the prosecution office on the ground that they were insulted by the placard reading, “70 percent rise in wages for them, 30 percent hunger for us” prepared by EMEP. Subsequently, two separate trials were opened against EMEP Mersin Provincial Organization and Abdurrahman Çakmak, Chairman of the same. Çakmak testified at the prosecution office and stated that necessary permission had been obtained from the Governorate in connection with the placard in question, yet an official complaint was lodged arbitrarily with the prosecution office. 

The trial opened against Yıldız İmrek, former Chairwoman of EP Provincial Organization, Feridun Diyarbakırlı, Chairman of the ÖDP Provincial Organization, and Mustafa Türk, Chairman of the HADEP Provincial Organization in connection with the press release by Malatya Provincial Organizations of EP, HADEP and ÖDP in order to protest the attitude adopted by the state during the hunger strike which ended in the death of 12 prisoners in 1996, ended in acquittal at Malatya Penal Court of No. 3 on 7 May.

Abdurrahman Çakmak, Chairman of EP Mersin Provincial Organization was sentenced by Mersin Penal Court No. 2 to 3 months in prison and fined TL 258 thousand on charges of “not hanging the Turkish flag on the party building.” The sentence was commuted to a fine of TL 528 thousand. 

Mehmet Dağdoğan, Süleyman Çelik, Mesut Yıldız, Fayim Yalçın, Zekeriya Bulut, Hanife Türkmen and Veysel Muhacir, executives of Adana Provincial Organization of the closed down EP, were sentenced by Adana Penal Court No. 4 to 10 months in prison, each, on charges of hanging placards without permission in connection with the celebrations on 1 May 1996.

In mid-July, Ankara Public Prosecution Office opened two trials against executives of the Labor’s Party (EMEP) Ankara Provincial Organization in connection with the leaflet entitled “Let’s not Remain Silent against Massacres” prepared by several parties, trade unions and democratic mass organizations in Ankara on the occasion of the first anniversary of the killing of journalist Metin Göktepe. In the first trial held at Ankara Penal Court No. 1, the defendants were accused of “violating the Law on Associations by way of preparing the leaflet and making certain associations, trade unions and professional chambers other than the EMEP sign it.” The indictment sought imprisonment terms from 3 months to 1 year for Haydar Kaya, Musa Ulusoylu, Sultan Özer, Celal Atlı and Rıza Ercan, executives of EMEP Ankara Provincial Organization, on charges of “distributing leaflets without permission” (Article 44, Law on Associations). In the second trial held at Ankara Penal Court No. 2, it was alleged, “the spiritual personality of the state was insulted.” In the trial, the executives were prosecuted on charges of “insulting the military forces of the state” (TPC 159 § 1) and “inciting to crime” (TPC 311). 

Ahmet Gemici, Chairman of EMEP Narlıdere District Organization, and Feramuz Demirgöz and Haydar Güneş executives of the same, who were detained while distributing leaflets in Narlıdere, İzmir, were acquitted in the hearing held at İzmir Penal Court No. 7 on 25 September.

İsmail Arslan, Chairman of EMEP Amasya Provincial Organization, was sentenced to 1 year in prison and fined TL 2 million in connection with a speech he delivered during the 25th anniversary of the execution of Deniz Gezmiş and his friends.

The trial against the then executives of EP Ankara Provincial Organization at Ankara SSC in connection with the leaflet prepared on the occasion of the “1 September World Peace Day” by the EP Ankara Provincial Organization, but which could not be distributed since it was prohibited, ended on 7 October. In the trial, Musa Ulusoylu, Ömer Sarıyerlioğlu, Sema Başok, Mehmet Uçma and Celal Atlı, put on trial on charges of “inciting people to enmity on bases of religious, religious and racial bases” (TPC 312), were sentenced to 4 months in prison and fined TL 140 thousand. The sentences were reprieved. The original trial held at Ankara SSC had ended in acquitted, but the Court of Cassation had quashed the decision. 

Ufuk Cemil Güner, Chairman of EMEP Sinop Provincial Organization, was sentenced to 2 years in prison and fined TL 1 million 100 thousand on 25 October in connection with a placard, which read “Capital to grave, labor to power.”

EMEP members Adem Sarıkoç, Okan Cihan, Kenan Erbaş, İnan Atan and Zeliha Taş were detained on 16 May on charges of distributing the Special Appendix of the EMEP Bulletin. The trial opened against them on charges of “distributing leaflets without permission” ended in acquittal on 19 June. 

A trial was opened against Haydar Kaya, Chairman of EMEP Ankara Provincial Organization, by Ankara SSC on charges of “inciting people to enmity on the base of religious, linguistic and racial differences” (TPC 312) in connection with the press release entitled “Putschists and gangs should be on trial” made by EMEP on 27 July. The trial ended on 25 November and Kaya was sentenced to a heavy imprisonment of 2 years and fined TL 1 million on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” (TMY 8 § 1). His sentence was suspended for 5 years. 

The representation office opened by EMEP Ankara Provincial Organization in Sincan district of Ankara was closed down by Ankara Governorate. EMEP Sincan Representation Office started its activities following the application to the Sincan District Governorate on 3 February 1997. In the notice sent by the security directorate on 3 April, it was declared that the “Representation Office could not be opened” on the grounds that “the EMEP did not have a district organization in Sincan” and that “the application was in violation of the Law on Political Parties and the legislation.” The office was closed down and sealed by police officers.

Ankara Governorate banned the placard prepared by EMEP Provincial Organization, which read, “Democratic Turkey; 6 May; Long live equal and free unity of peoples” and which included pictures of Deniz Gezmiş, Yusuf Aslan and Hüseyin İnan, on the ground that “its content has elements which may provoke the people.” 

The “Festival of Labor,” to be held by EMEP Soma District Organization on 1 July, was prohibited by Soma District Governorate with reference to the Law on Political Parties. 

Pendik District Police HQ banned the festival of “Independent and Democratic Turkey for Work, Bread and Freedom” to be organized by EMEP İstanbul Pendik District Organization on 12 July, although it was permitted by Pendik District Governorate. The placard for the same festival was prohibited in Denizli by Denizli Public Prosecution Office. 

On 8 August, Tokat Governorate banned the distribution and hanging of the placard reading “Gangs and putschists should be on trial,” and the leaflet entitled “Let’s Come Together in the Ranks of the Labor’s Party for an Independent and Democratic Country” which were prepared by EMEP Tokat Provincial Organization. 

The signature campaign initiated by EMEP with the demand that the real perpetrators of the Gazi Massacre should be put on trial and relatives of the victims should be relieved was prevented by Gaziosmanpaşa District Governorate in mid-August.

Ali Kirişçioğlu, Chairman of EMEP Gaziantep Provincial Organization, Şerif Yılmaz, Chairman of Şahinbey District Organization and the party members Salih Karayılan and Suphi Esera, who were hanging placards reading “Enough! Time for Labor to Speak” in Gaziantep in order to invite people to the General Congress of EMEP to be held in Ankara on 14 September, were detained.

On 4 September, Selver Altun, an executive member of EMEP İzmir Provincial Organization, Faruk Aksu, an executive of EMEP Konak District Organization, and Niyazi Barutçu, a party member, were detained while distributing leaflets entitled “Education should be free of charge.” They were released after a while.

Muharrem Özünel, Chairperson of EMEP Çorum Provincial Organization, Murat Akyol, an executive member of the same, Nuray Doğan, a member of Çorum Central District Organization and the party members Mehmet Ünal, Günay Kandemir, Emine Karameşe, Birsen Sadıç, Necip Türkmen, Ali İhsan Koca, Taner Şimşek, Özgür Aslan, Filiz Uygar, Sibel Çınar, and Doğan Öksüz, were detained on 7 September for hanging placards reading “Enough! Time for Labor to Speak” and “Education free of charge for everyone.” They were released on the same day.

Following a press statement made in Sur Dibi, Kayseri on 6 September, Halil Özbey, Chairman of the Provincial Organization, and the executive members Saadettin Aykırı and Hasan Daşkın were detained. Özbey, Aykırı and Daşkın were released after testifying.

Police officers from the Political Branch raided EMEP Aydın Provincial Organization on 11 September depending on the decision by Aydın Penal Court. The raid was reportedly made under the pretext of “searching for the Declaration of Emek Youth Conference.” 

Party members who distributed announcements for invitation to the General Congress of the EMEP and who hanged the placards reading “Education free of charge for everyone” were detained in Kayseri on 11 September. The five detainees were subsequently released.

The festival titled “Let’s Come Together to Secure the Right to Education for Our Children” which would be held by EMEP İstanbul Bahçelievler District Organization Women Commission on Sunday, 28 September, was prohibited by the Governorate. 

Following the meeting held by EMEP Menemen Women’s Commission on 26 October in order to discuss the sewerage, road and potable water problems, police officers raided some of the houses in Irmak quarter, and detained 11 EMEP members. Four of those detained were released in the morning on 27 October, and seven were released afterwards. 

Six members of EMEP İstanbul Esenler District Organization were detained as they were hanging placards reading “Gangs will be revealed. We will pursue them” prepared by İstanbul Provincial Organization on 31 October. They were released afterwards.

While activities for the establishment of EMEP İskenderun Provincial Organization were underway, police officers raided the party building on 28 January. They insulted the people in the building, detained Ferit Habbuloğlu and threatened him not “to allow the opening of the party building of EMEP which was not yet legal”.

The house of Orhan Akyol, an executive of EMEP Çorlu District Organization, was raided by the police in the night on 25 March. Police officers reportedly detained under beating Orhan Akyol and 4 party members in the house.

EMEP Kayseri District Organization was fined by the Municipal Committee on charges of hanging 8 March placards. Kayseri Penal Court No. 2 cancelled the order upon an objection.

The police raided the building of EMEP Gaziantep Provincial Organization in the evening on 28 April, and seized the placards reading, “Counter-guerrilla should be dispersed and murderers should be put on trial.”

The house of Hüseyin Yeşil, Chairman of EMEP Osmaniye Provincial Organization, in Baş quarter was attacked by armed people on 5 July 1997. Yeşil lodged an official complaint on 8 July in connection with the attack.

Hüseyin Taş, Chairman of EMEP Kocaeli Central District Organization, was detained on 20 July while distributing leaflets prepared by the party district organization in protest of the rise in prices. Taş was subsequently released. 

In Fındıkzade, İstanbul, 6 party members who were hanging placards reading “No to gangs and putschists” prepared by EMEP were detained on 22 July.

The leaflet entitled “Gangs and the Western Work Group should be dispersed” prepared by EMEP Headquarters was confiscated by Kayseri Penal Court at the end of July. The decision was based on the argument that the leaflet “contained accusations against public officials, top ranking executives, and public institutions and organizations.” The police officers, who went to Kayseri Provincial Organization building in order to deliver the decision, searched the building. Police officers, who came to EMEP İçel Provincial Organization building, confiscated 600 leaflets.

The police raided EMEP Düzce District Organization on 31 July. The police officers confiscated books and documents and detained Sedat Bayram, Chairman of the District Organization. Bayram was released after a while and the confiscated books and documents were returned.

The act for a “Democratic Turkey” to be held by EMEP İstanbul Pendik District Organization at the Sports Hall of Pendik High School on 9 August was prohibited by the Governorate. 

The leaflet entitled “The Kurdish problem is the problem of the Turkish people” prepared by EMEP İzmir Provincial Organization was banned on 1 September and the party members who distributed the leaflet were detained. Cabbar Demirci, an executive of EMEP İzmir Provincial Organization, Ahmet Gemici, Chairman of Narlıdere District Organization, Abbas Aktırın, Mehmet Yıldız, İlyas Ardıç and 9 people were released afterwards. İzmir Penal Court No. 7 confiscated the leaflet on the grounds that it contained “separatist propaganda” and “incited people to enmity.”

EMEP Aydın Provincial Organization was raided on 3 September under the pretext of a search for the leaflet entitled “The Kurdish problem is the problem of the Turkish people.” 

Ertuğrul Şimşek, an executive member of EMEP Çanakkale Provincial Organization was detained on 17 October. He was detained at the exit of Çanakkale Prison after a visit and no explanation was made for his detention. 

Following the press release made by EMEP İstanbul Ümraniye District Organization on 14 December in protest of the increase in prices in front of the party building, Mansur Gül, Chairman of the District Organization, and Erdoğan Pişkin, a party member, were detained.

Welfare Party (RP)

In 1997, a trial for closure was brought against a political party in power for the first time in the history of Turkey. On 21 May, the Chief Public Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation opened a trial at the Constitutional Court with the demand that the Welfare Party (RP) be closed down for “becoming the focus the activities conflicting with the principle of secularism set forth in the Constitution.” The trial was opened under Article 68 (
) of the Constitution.

The course of the trial from 21 May 1997 to 16 January 1998, when the RP was closed down, can be summarized as follows (also see “28 February Process”):

The Chief Public Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation acted on an application filed by Ankara SSC Prosecution Office with the demand that a trial for closure should be opened against the RP in connection with “anti-secularist statements” by RP MPs Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan, Necati Çelik and Şevki Yılmaz, and by Şükrü Karatepe, the Mayor of Kayseri. The Chief Public Prosecution Office opened an investigation in connection with an interview with Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, published in Al-Anbaa newspaper in Kuwait, and reportedly bypassed the Ministry of Justice directed by the RP as it was sending a communication to Cairo Prosecution Office with the demand that the testimony of the correspondent who interviewed Erbakan be taken and if possible sound records of the interview be sent. In the communication sent by Vural Savaş, Chief Public Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation, to the Foreign Ministry on 5 March, the following was stated:

 “Our document addressed to the Cairo Prosecution Office of the Arabic Republic of Egypt with respect to the interview with Necmettin Erbakan, Chairman of the Welfare Party, published in El-Anbaa newspaper on 31 December 1993 in Kuwait made by the Cairo correspondent of the same newspaper, was sent to be evaluated with respect to the Law on Political Parties numbered 2820. In accordance with Article 14-2 of the Convention on Assistance on Criminal Issues and Extradition of Criminals concluded between the Republic of Turkey and the Arabic Republic of Egypt and entered into force upon promulgation in the Official Gazette dated 7 November 1990, it was decided that the documents be sent via diplomatic channels due to the urgency of the matter. Thus, I request that the instruction note and its annexes be communicated to the Cairo Prosecution Office of the Arabic Republic of Egypt and the documents sent by them in response be conveyed to the public prosecution office.”

Vural Savaş listed the evidence related to the trial for closure under 11 headings, and regarded the statements delivered by RP Chairman Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, RP Deputy Chairman Ahmet Tekdal, RP MPs Şevki Yılmaz, Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan and Halil İbrahim Çelik on several dates as activities to “overthrow in an organized manner the secular state order in action.” The speeches, which the Chief Public Prosecution Office used as evidence, were the following: 

The speech given by Necmettin Erbakan, Chairman of the Welfare Party, in a group meeting held on 13 April 1994: “The RP is going to bring the just system; shall the transition period be bloody or not.”

The speech given by Erbakan on 23 March 1993 in Parliament: “Do I have to live in line with somebody else’s opinions? Citizens should be able to choose their own law according to their own principles.” 

The speech given by Erbakan on 13 January 1991 in Çermik district of Sivas and in which he declared the RP to be the Islamic Army of Cihad (holy war).

The speech given by Ahmet Tekdal, Deputy Chairman of the RP, on 24 November 1996 on Kanal D TV channel: “If a nation does not reflect the necessary consciousness, and does not do whatever they can for the establishment of the holy system, they are to have two troubles.” 

The speech given by Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan, MP from the RP, in Kırıkkale on 14 March 1993: “This is our country, but this regime is not. This regime and Kemalism belong to others. They are not our own. Our country, Turkey, is about to break down, O Gentlemen! Not merely 20%, we are determined to reach 81%’s, just as it was there. You the imitators of the West! Your endeavors will be useless. You are going to die at the hands of people of Kırıkkale “.

The speech by Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan in a TV program called Teke-Tek: “The members of the army say, we would let you become advocators of the PKK, but never that of Sharia (Islamic Law). You cannot find solutions this way. The only solution is advocating the Sharia.” 

The speech by Şevki Yılmaz, MP of Rize from the RP, on 21 March 1994: “We are going to call to account those who turned their backs to the Quranic System, and those who discredited the prophet of Allah in their country.”

The speech given by Şevki Yılmaz in İstanbul before he had been elected mayor of Rize: “In the next world, you are going to be with those whom you considered to be your leaders. What is our duty is not to make talks but to fulfill our duty as a soldier in order to implement the war plan.”

The speech by Şevki Yılmaz dated 29 November 1996: “The greatest terror and rebellion in this country is being held against Allah and his Prophet.”

The words by İbrahim Halil Çelik, MP of Şanlurfa from the RP, at the lobby of the Parliament on 8 May 1997: “If you try to close the İmam Hatip High Schools while RP is in power, blood will be shed. And it will even be worse than it is in Algeria. I also want blood to be shed. Democracy will come like that and everything will be all right. The army couldn’t get rid of the 3500 PKK members. How then are they going to get rid of 6 million supporters of Islam?”

The speech given by Şükrü Karatepe mayor of Kayseri on 10 November: “Do not think I am secular regarding my adorned clothes. It is vital the Muslims don’t lose the hatred and rancor they already have.”

The dinner given by Erbakan to sect leaders, the visit paid by Şevket Kazan, the Minister of Justice, to Bekir Yıldız, previously dismissed mayor of Sincan, while he was in jail, against the recommendation of the NSC that no more İmam Hatip High Schools be opened, RP’s propaganda for opening new Imam Hatip High Schools, and the Party’s implementing no sanctions on Necmettin Erbakan and other members of the RP who made propaganda for students’ wearing headscarves at schools and other members who made speeches against Secular Republic were also mentioned in the indictment prepared by Chief Prosecutor Savaş. 

After the RP submitted its 215-page defense to the Constitutional Court on 4 August, the Chief Public Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation presented his opinion on the merits of the case to the Constitutional Court on 6 August. The “draft” opinion was published in newspapers one day before the defense of the RP reached the Prosecution Office. RP Deputy Chairman Şevket Kazan stated that the prosecutor prepared his opinion without even reading the defense by the RP. In the opinion by the Chief Public Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation, it was claimed that “no party which was closed down in Turkey or in other countries has not been as much in contradiction with the Constitution as the RP,” and it was stated that “ruling for the closure of the RP would be the most honorable service ever undertaken by the Constitutional Court with respect to the democratization of the Republic of Turkey.”

The Rapporteur of the Constitutional Court completed the report related to the trial at the beginning of December and declared his opinion that the RP should be “closed down.”

Freedom and Solidarity Party (ÖDP)

Four ÖDP members who were hanging placards which read “Gangs or Democracy” and “Çiller, Ağar, and Bucak should be put on trial” were detained in Gazi quarter of İstanbul on 5 April. The statement made by ÖDP Gaziosmanpaşa District Organization, noted that the Executive Board of the ÖDP İstanbul Provincial Organization had applied to the Governorate on 4 April, and that although necessary notification was made, 4 ÖDP members had been detained arbitrarily by police officers from Gaziosmanpaşa Gazi Police Station.

The concert organized by the ÖDP in Sivas on 10 May was banned by the Governorate in accordance with the “Law on Meetings and Demonstrations.” 

The conference entitled “Local Administrations and Democracy” which would be organized by ÖDP Fatsa District Organization and the visit to the grave of former Mayor Fikri Sönmez were prevented by Fatsa District Governor Mustafa Esen. Although the District Governorate had declared that “no activity would be permitted in May,” the “Turkism Conference” organized by the MHP had been permitted.

The placard reading “Political murders should be clarified,” which was prepared by ÖDP and which included pictures of Musa Anter, Uğur Mumcu and Metin Göktepe was banned by Ankara Governorate on the grounds that it would “lead to hatred and enmity and lack security.” 

The demonstration, which would be held by ÖDP at Yenişehir Republic Square in Bursa on 9 October on the occasion of the 19th anniversary of the Bahçelievler Massacre, was not permitted. Subsequently, ÖDP Chairman Ufuk Uras delivered a speech to the public from the election bus, but the bus was occupied by police officers. The people who came to listen to Uras were dispersed under beatings. Several executives of the provincial organization including Hamdi Üstün, an executive of ÖDP Yıldırım District Organization, and Nazım Sılacı were detained. Afterwards, Zekeriya Çaylı, Chairman of ÖDP Bursa Provincial Organization, lodged an official complaint against Celal Uzunkaya, Bursa Deputy Chief of Police, on 14 October on charges of “preventing them from using their political rights.” 

On 14 October, ÖDP Bağcılar (İstanbul) District Organization was subjected to an armed attack. Nobody was injured or killed. The clubhouse of the ÖDP in İçerenköy was raked by unknown assailants at night on 31 October.

On 12 November, the building of the ÖDP Burhaniye (Balıkesir) District Organization was raided by police officers owing to the placard reading “Gangs will account to the people.” Fikret Erdidal, Chairman of the District Organization and 11 ÖDP members, who were detained during the raid, were released after a while.

The trial opened against 20 ÖDP executives who submitted to Parliament, on 17 November 1996, the signature list collected in order to protest the relations uncovered by the accident in Susurluk, on charges of violating the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations numbered 2911, ended in acquittal in the hearing held at Ankara Penal Court No. 8 on 8 December. In the trial, Ufuk Uras, Savaş Türk, Atilla Aytemur, Abdullah Erdal Karahallı, Saruhan Oluç, Yıldırım Kaya, Ahmet Cavit Uğur, Ahmet Asena, Bogos Masis Kürkçügil, Burhan Sönmez, Bozkurt Nuhoğlu, Doğan Halis, Ergin Atasü, Filiz Yücel, Gencay Gürsoy, Necmi Demir, Nesrin Aslan, Gülnur Savran, Serpil Sümer, and Yurdagül Oluç were prosecuted. 

Other parties

Other parties, which adopted an opposing attitude with respect to the basic problems of Turkey, were also subjected to obstructions and pressure.

On 25 October, police officers threatened members and executives of the Democracy and Peace Party (DBP) in the city center of Ağrı to leave the party. On 28 October, the house of Yavuz Koçoğlu, Deputy Chairman of the DBP, was raided by the police in İstanbul. Koçoğlu was released after detention for a night. Seyfettin Özcan, Chairman of DBP Beyoğlu District Organization, was detained on 14 and 19 December.

The Newroz activity to be held by DBP Diyarbakır Provincial Organization in a closed place on 16 March was banned by the Governorate. The leaflet entitled “For a Permanent Peace” prepared by the DBP was banned and confiscated by İzmir Penal Court No. 6 in September.

On 25 October 1996, The Chief Public Prosecution Office of the Court of Cassation opened a trial at the Constitutional Court for the closure of the Democratic Peace Movement (DBH), which was founded on 1 October 1996 and whose chairperson was Ali Haydar Veziroğlu, on the grounds that “the party program violated the Constitution and the Law on Political Parties.” The indictment by the Prosecution Office claimed that the party program, which contained a section providing for the abolition of the Directorate of Religious Affairs, violated Article 136 of the Constitution and Article 89 of the Law on Political Parties. But the application for the opening of a trial of closure was refused by the Constitutional Court in late May. 

The stand for “One Million Signature Campaign for 8-year Compulsory Primary Education” organized by the Labor Party (İP) at Beşiktaş Square, İstanbul, was removed by police officers on 2 August.

The building of Adana Provincial Organization of the Democratic Mass Party (DKP) was raided by unknown assailants at night on 3 August. The trial opened against Şerafettin Elçi, Chairman of the DKP, on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” in a speech he delivered during a meeting held by the Kurdish People and Freedom Foundation at the Taksim Municipal Casino on 13 December 1992, ended in acquittal at İstanbul SSC on 4 February. In the original trial at İstanbul SSC, Elçi had been sentenced to 2 years in prison, but the Court of Cassation had quashed the sentence.

Vural Savaş, Chief Public Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation, opened a trial at the Constitutional Court against the DKP, chaired by Şerafettin Elçi, in June with the demand that it should be closed down. Chief Prosecutor Savaş claimed that the DKP’s program violated principles like “the indivisible integrity of the state,” “the qualities of the republic,” “official language, flag, national anthem and capital city of the republic,” “non-abuse of fundamental rights and freedoms” as specified in Articles 2, 3, 14, 68 and the Preamble of the Constitution. The indictment also alleged that the DKP’s program contravened Article 78 of the Law on Political Parties on “the protection of the democratic state order,” and Article 80 ensuring “the unity of the state” and Article 81 prohibiting “the creation of minorities.” Şerafettin Elçi, against whom a trail was opened on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” (TMY 8 § 1) in the initiation letter titled “Basic Opinions for Freedom, Equality and Peace” which he sent during the establishment stage of the party, was acquitted on 23 June.

b) Associations and Foundations

A number of mass organizations were subjected to attacks and pressure in 1997. Executives and members of mass organizations were attacked, detained or remanded. As determined by the HRFT, 14 mass organizations were closed down permanently or for a certain period through decisions by local administrators or courts throughout the year. The following are the closed down associations: HRA Elazığ Branch, HRA Diyarbakır Branch, HRA Malatya Branch, HRA İzmir Branch, HRA Konya Branch, HRA Urfa Branch, HRA Balıkesir Branch, HRA Mardin Branch, the Association of Friendship and Solidarity with the Palestinian People, Marmara Association for Solidarity and Assistance with Relatives of Prisoners and Human Rights (Marmara TİYAD), Adana Community House, MKM Urfa Branch, MKM Diyarbakır Branch, Rize Graduates of İmam-Hatip High Schools Association.

Mesopotamian Cultural Center (MKM)

The Mesopotamian Cultural Center (MKM), working for the development of the Kurdish culture, was subjected to pressures in 1997. The Diyarbakır and Urfa Branches of the MKM were closed down and several employees of the MKM were detained and put on trial.

The police raided MKM Urfa Branch on the day it was opened (25 October). The police officers seized the tapes, journals and books in the office, and threatened the employees saying, “You won’t do anything without informing us. If you do, you will encounter a different treatment.” The police officers also seized copies of the newspaper Gündem that the local distributor had with him. The copies were returned on efforts by the administrators of the newspaper. However, the police officers, who raided the MKM some 2 hours later, seized the newspaper copies once again on the claims that “a decision of confiscation” had been taken. Kerem Türk, reporter for the newspaper Gündem, was detained, but released after a while. The Urfa Branch of the MKM was closed down by the Governorate on 8 November. “The inaugural speeches made by Nuray Şen, Chairwoman of the MKM, and Murat Gökdağ, Chairman of the Urfa Branch, on 25 October,” were shown as the reason for the closure. Subsequently, a trial was opened against Nuray Şen and Murat Gökdağ. The MKM Headquarters made a statement on 21 November which said: “The police officers removed the seal of the door of MKM Urfa Branch, which had been raided and sealed a while ago, and they intruded the branch. We are worried about the illegal intrusion by the police.”

The MKM Mersin Branch was raided by the police officers on 27 March. Police officers who came to the MKM at about 4pm detained 27 people, including İsmail Çelik and Urfiye Özcan, executives of the MKM. In the meantime, the police did not permit HRA and HADEP executives, who went to the spot, to get into the MKM. While 25 detainees were released on the same day, İsmail Çelik and Urfiye Özcan were released on 31 March. The police raided the MKM Mersin Branch once again on 2 November. The police came to the building of the MKM while the Jiyana Nü Theater Group, working within the MKM, was staging the play named “Rojbaş.” The police made an ID check, and took some 40 people, who did not have their Ids with them, to a room while releasing the rest. When lawyer Hamza Yılmaz, representative for the Mediterranean Region of the HRA, arrived at the MKM, the detainees were released after their identities, addresses and telephone numbers were recorded by the police. The police officially sealed the MKM on the grounds of “staging a play without official permission,” and detained Servet Özkan, Chairman of the MKM Mersin Branch, Kemal Ulusoy and Yıldız Gültekin, executive members of the MKM, and the members of the theater group, Samiye Tunç, Erdal Ceviz, Murat Badgi, Cihan Özdemir, Turan Adıgüzel, Kemal Orgun, Ali Köroğlu, and Erhan Yıldırım. Servet Özkan and Kemal Ulusoy were arrested on 4 November on charges of “allowing to stage a play without official permission”. The others were released on conditions of trial without arrest. In the first hearing held at Adana SSC on 11 December, Servet Özkan and Kemal Ulusoy were released on condition of trial without arrest. 

The police raided the MKM Adana Branch on 12 July. Nobody was detained during the raid. Adana Branch was raided again on 12 November. The police officers confiscated 54 cassettes of “Xortek Ciwan.” The plainclothes police officers raided MKM Adana Branch on 21 December, checked the IDs of about 300 people, and detained 6 people including the chairperson of the branch. The police officers declared the concert by Koma Rojhılat music band, which conducted activities within the MKM, as the reason of the raid. The police officers confiscated a number of copies of the daily Ülkede Gündem, concert posters, books and cassettes, and left the branch at 5pm. During the second raid conducted at around 6.30pm, all doors of the halls in which several activities were held were sealed except for the outer door. In the meantime, a trial was opened against Sabri Kahraman, director of the MKM Adana Branch, on allegations of “propagating separatism” (TMY 8 § 1) in December. The trial was reportedly opened because a music cassette (Xortek Ciwan by Ozan Dilovan), which was confiscated on allegations of “propagating separatism”, was being sold at the MKM. 

Two separate trials were opened against executives and staff members of Radio Arkadaş, broadcasting in Adana, and MKM Adana Branch because they read in a live program an interview with writer-sociolog İsmail Beşikçi, published in the daily Gündem on 13 August. The trial against Dilber Aşçı and Serhat Bülent Hartavi on charges of “inciting people to enmity” under Articles 312 § 1 and 312 § 2 of the Turkish Penal Code continued at the Adana SSC in 1997. 

Abdulgafur Doğan and Resul Çelik, staff members of the MKM İzmir Branch, were detained on 5 November. MKM İzmir Branch was blockaded by the police during the panel, “Commemoration for Seyit Rıza” on 18 November. The blockade continued on 19 November. The İzmir Branch filed an official complaint with İzmir Public Prosecution Office in connection with the pressure. Meanwhile, during the raid on the MKM İzmir Branch on 26 December, the TV-decoder was confiscated on the ground that “MED-TV was being watched.” The TV-decoder was returned to the MKM on a court decision in January 1998. Upon application by the lawyers of the MKM, İzmir Penal Court No. 5 ruled that “the act of confiscation was in violation of the freedom of expressing, disseminating opinion, and receiving information, therefore the confiscation by the police should be abolished.”

Other associations and foundations

In the trial opened at Beyoğlu Judicial Court No. 1 on 19 December 1996 for the registration of the Mesopotamian Cultural Foundation, the founders of which included Hüseyin Sağnıç, Şefik Beyaz and Kemal Peköz, the National Security Council (NSC) intervened in the trial and prevented the opening of the foundation. In the “secret” notification sent by the NSC to the General Directorate of Foundations and then passed to the Court Board, it was stated: “.... In the ref. (b) communication by the General Secretariat of the NSC, it was stated that the foundation had been regarded within the scope of Article 74 § 2 of the Turkish Civil Code. Therefore, in the face of the ref. (b) communication by the General Secretariat of the NSC, it was held that the registration of the Mesopotamian Culture Foundation was impossible.” Lawyer Hasip Kaplan made a statement about the document kept secret and he said that this was the first time a court acted in accordance with a decision by the NSC, which surprised him. Kaplan reminded that Article 138 of the Constitution provided that no authority or person could instruct or order and advise, or inculcate the courts and judges in the execution of the judicial power.

Kemal Peköz said: “The court ruled against the establishment of the foundation without any justification in line with the secret letter sent by the NSC.” Peköz stated that the main item on the agenda of the NSC meeting on 28 February was “the religious foundations,” yet this operated in a different manner in practice: “The Kurdish people were prevented even from economic activities, besides social and political activities. In this case, they should deprive the Kurdish people of the right to life.”

Executive members of the İstanbul Branch of Atatürkist Thought Association (ADD), who conducted activities in order to commemorate Uğur Mumcu and Muammer Aksoy, and who were put on trial at Beyoğlu Penal Court on charges of “supporting a political party and participating in the meeting organized by that party,” were acquitted on 6 May.

The Ministry of Interior Affairs closed down the Association of Friendship and Solidarity with the Palestinian People on 9 May. In the statement made by the association, it was said that the closure decision had been issued on the grounds that “the relations between Palestine and Turkey should be carried out from one center, and it would be inconvenient for non-governmental organizations to get involved in this relationship at this stage.”

Marmara Association for Solidarity and Assistance with Relatives of Prisoners and Human Rights (Marmara TİYAD) was closed permanently by İstanbul Governorate on 12 June. Bedriye Çavuş, Chairwoman of Marmara TİYAD and the members Fatma Çimen, Gülkız Otluçimen and Yadigar Şimşek were detained on 14 July.

Ankara SSC Chief Prosecution Office opened a trial in June with the demand that the Vahdet Foundation be closed down and 5 executive members of the foundation under remand be sentenced from 4 years 6 months to 7 years 6 months in prison. The indictment claimed that the defendants Hüsnü Aktaş, Mehmet Emin Bostancıoğlu, İbrahim Koca, Ahmet Töret and Yusuf Akmaz, executive board members of the Vahdet Foundation, had decided to support financially the Aczmendis. It was also demanded that the Vahdet Foundation be closed down and its property be seized on charges of “supporting the terror organization” (TMY 7 § 4). In the hearing held on 17 July, the court board sentenced Zekeriya Bostancı, a spectator, to 1 month in prison on charges of causing disorder in the court. In the hearing held on 11 September, 5 executives were acquitted.

İdil Cultural Center (İKM) was raided by police officers from İstanbul Beşiktaş Police HQ on 12 August on charges of retaining illegal publications. İKM had been established in place of the Ortaköy Cultural Center (OKM), which had been established in 1988, but was closed down by İstanbul Governorate in 1995. The name of the OKM had been changed to “İdil Cultural Center” in the memory of İdil Erkmen, who lost his life in the death fast in prisons in 1996.

A trial for closure was opened against İzmir Association of Culture and Solidarity with All Student Guardians (İZ-ÖVDER), which had been established in İzmir on 6 November 1996, by Karşıyaka Public Prosecution Office on demand by İzmir Governorate in June. The trial was opened on the ground that no correction was made to the purposes and principles set forth in the statute of the association although it was demanded by İzmir Governorate. The trial ended in refusal of the demand by İzmir Governorate on 2 October.

Keçiören Kalaba Community House was put on fire by unknown assailants at night on 7 March. It had been attacked twice within the last 6 months. 

Adana Community House was closed down by the Governorate for 5 days on 3 October in connection with the placard reading “Gangs will account to the people” prepared by KESK.

The Hatay Branch of the Culture and Art Foundation of Community Houses was raided by some armed people at night on 13 November. No one was wounded or died during the attack. A group of people, who attempted to hang posters of the MHP, were reportedly stopped by employees of the Foundation. Then a more crowded group made a demonstration in front of the building of the Foundation in the evening. Şehmus Boğatuğrul (30), who carried out the attack, subsequently surrendered to the police. In accordance with the testimony of Boğatuğrul, 8 people, including the Vice Chairperson of the Ülkü Ocakları Association (known with its close affinity with the MHP) were detained. All detainees (Şehmus Boğatuğrul, Özkan Büyük, Mehmet Yılmaz, Osman Ferman, Hasan Kocaman, Ozan Altıncezve, Tahir Saraç and Melih Sezgin), except for Boğatuğrul, were released after a while. 

c) Trade Unions

The trade unions faced pressure and obstacles in their professional and other democratic activities. In particular, the Confederation of Public Laborers’ Unions (KESK), which adopted a critical position on the Kurdish problem and human rights, faced pressure. The trade unions to which public laborers became members, especially those in the State of Emergency Region and neighboring cities, were subjected to pressure.

Between 1991 and mid-1997, 104,069 public laborers, who were members of trade unions, were subjected to criminal and administrative investigation in connection with their trade unionist activities. KESK declared that 12,642 trials were underway. As a result of the investigations, 4,305 trade union members were “exiled”, 10 were suspended from duty, 1,889 were discharged and 1,586 were removed from the personnel list. Eğitim-Sen Trade Union Headquarters stated in March that investigations were opened against 66,200 educators in 1996.

A group of public laborers, who were subjected to pressure in connection with their trade unionist activities, were the public servants working at municipalities and being members of Tüm Bel-Sen Trade Union. The pressure was highest in municipalities controlled by the Welfare Party. As a result of criminal investigations opened against the public servants in the municipalities where Tüm Bel-Sen Trade Union was organized within the period of 3,5 years after the local elections on 24 March 1994, 2,560 people were “exiled” and 19 people were suspended from duty. While 3,077 people were discharged, trials opened against 1,500 people continued in 1997. Again, as a result of administrative investigations against the public servants who were members of the Tüm Bel-Sen Trade Union, 500 people were fined and punished with a deduction of wages, and about 1,550 people were removed from the personnel list. 3,336 received warning-disapproval penalties and employment record distortion penalties. Tüm Bel-Sen Trade Union stated in September that the public servants who were discharged in many municipalities were not restored to their posts in spite of court decisions. Some of those, who returned to their jobs, were again discharged. For instance, 165 people in Van municipality and 80 people in Gebze municipality did not return to their jobs in spite of court decisions. Moreover, it was claimed that the employees in the municipalities were forced to be members of the right-wing Bem Bir-Sen Trade Union.

The draft law amending the Law on Public Servants with a view of adjusting it to the amendment of the Constitution in 1995 was approved by Parliament on 12 June. The draft law prepared by Necati Çelik, the Minister of Employment and Social Security, had been discussed with the public laborers’ trade unions, especially KESK, before it was presented to the Parliament. KESK stated publicly that they would not agree to a bill which did not include the right to strike and collective bargaining. In the draft law Article 22 of the Law on Public Servants was amended, and prohibition of public servants from establishing trade unions and supra-organizations and being members of such organizations in line with the provisions of the Constitution and special laws was abolished. However, the text of the law in question did not include the right to strike and collective bargaining, and moreover civilian public servants working in security, judiciary and military sectors were not endowed with the right to establish trade unions. Thus, Tüm Yargı-Sen Trade Union, established by public servants working in judiciary and execution organizations, and Asim-Sen Trade Union, established by public servants working in military organizations were made illegal. The law in question entered into force on 17 June by promulgation in the Official Gazette. Another law passed on 3 July endowed “associations with the right of conducting political activities, and coordinating activities with trade unions, professional organizations having a public character and foundations”. The law provided that the governors should apply to the courts for approval of the decisions of closure of associations within 24 hours, and in case no decision was issued within 48 hours, the decision should be abolished automatically.

Many trade unionists, who had been detained, were subjected to torture in 1997. For instance, Murat Coşkun, Chairman of DİSK Genel-İş Ankara Branch, was taken to the Ankara Anti-Terror Branch on 21 September on demand of the SSC Prosecution Office and was tortured in detention. Coşkun was kept in detention for 9 days in violation of the legal detention period, and he was remanded by the SSC on 31 September on charges of “bombing the office of the director of Yol Branch of Hizmet-İş Trade Union” and was put in Ankara Central Closed Prison. Murat Coşkun’s right were not only violated by the unlawful extension of the detention period. During his detention, Coşkun was subjected to torture, was not provided with legal assistance, and was not allowed to meet his family and lawyers; although the claims against him were not included in the jurisdiction of state security courts, he was treated as if he were a “terrorist.” Coşkun made a written statement in the prison on 7 October, and said that he had been subjected to all kinds of violence and systematic torture in detention for 9 days: “This conspiracy against me was a systematic plot by the reactionary and fascist administration of Ankara Municipality.” In addition, Nurettin Dinçer, Chairman of DİSK Genel-İş Financial Department, noted that in the past the workers who were members of Genel-İş Trade Union had become members of Hizmet-İş Trade Union due to the pressure by Ankara Mayor Melih Gökçek, but they had returned to Genel-İş Trade Union before the 1998 collective bargaining. Hizmet-İş Trade Union and employers had attempted to prevent them, and the detention of Murat Coşkun was a consequence of the conspiracy by Hizmet-İş Trade Union and Melih Gökçek. Nurettin Dinçer stated that although the claims that Coşkun “threw explosives” were not within the jurisdiction of the SSC, Coşkun was kept in detention for 9 days. The lawyers of Genel-İş Trade Union lodged an official complaint against the police officers, who tortured Murat Coşkun after 3 October.

When Ankara SSC decided on non-authorization, Ankara Penal Court No. 19 heard the trial. The first hearing against Coşkun on charges of “bombing a public building, motorized vehicle and working places” was held on 5 October. The hearing was conducted under extensive “security measures” and the audience and press were not allowed to enter the court hall. In his defense, Murat Coşkun rejected the accusations. Coşkun stated that there was a competition between Genel-İş Trade Union and Hizmet-İş Trade Union since 1994, and accordingly a conspiracy was plotted against him. Coşkun said that he had been tortured in detention at the police headquarters: “The police officers gave dynamite to me and rubbed it on me. Thus its remnants on my shirt and underwear were determined as evidence. The accusations are groundless, I am innocent.” Mustafa Yüksel, the claimant, stated that his car in front of his house had been bombed at around 2.30am: “At the police station, I declared that I did not have any suspicion about anybody and I did not denounce anybody. Then they took me to the Anti-Terror Branch, where they told me that the assailant had confessed. This way I learned the name of the defendant.” Another claimant, Ümit Coşkun, said that dynamite was thrown at his restaurant, and he did not see the defendant during the incident. The Office of the Mayor of Ankara demanded to participate in the trial as an intervening party. Murat Coşkun was released in the first hearing of the trial. Coşkun was acquitted on 20 March 1998.

Ali Buğdaycı, Chairman of Petrol-İş Trade Union Yarımca Branch, was detained on 18 September in a factory, where he went to support workers who held an act in the Inteks Textile Company because workers were employed without insurance and children were employed in the factory. He stated that police officers had tortured him after tying his hands on the back, and taking his clothes off. After being kept in detention for a day, he was referred to the public prosecutor on the claim of “resisting the police,” and was released by Körfez Public Prosecution Office on conditions of trial without arrest. Ali Buğdaycı received a medical report certifying “his inability to work for 7 days.” He stated that he would not lodge an official complaint against the police officers, because he did not believe it would produce a result against the perpetrators. While replying the written parliamentary question by Bekir Yurdagül, MP of Kocaeli from the CHP, Minister of Interior Affairs Murat Başesgioğlu stated that although the workers in the company in question had no connections with Petrol-İş Trade Union, Ali Buğdaycı and some of his friends had organized a demonstration by 200-300 people about the dismissal of several workers in the Enteks company. When the demonstration was about to be dispersed, he had started to provoke people against the police. Başesgioğlu said: “The person in question and his friends started a demonstration by shouting slogans against the police and resisted the police, and at this point, the police intervened and dispersed the mass by force. In the meantime, a police chief was injured and received a medical report certifying his inability to work for 3 days and the need for 5 days to recover.” Başesgioğlu claimed that as a result of the investigations about the police officers upon the news articles in the press, “it was understood that the judicial proceedings about Ali Buğdaycı and his friends were completely lawful,” and he said: “The security forces performed their duties in full respect of human rights and laws in this incident as always.” 

Erol Çağlayan, Chairman of Tüm Haber-Sen Trade Union Muğla Branch, who was detained on charges of “insulting security officials and preventing them from performing their duties by resisting them” during the 29 October Republic Festival, was tortured at Muğla Police HQ and given a medical report certifying his inability to work for 3 days. Çağlayan was arrested on 30 October when a chief superintendent lodged an official complaint against him. He was released in the hearing held at Muğla Penal Court on 19 November. The lawyer of Çağlayan stated that the claimant chief superintendent abused his duties during the incident.

Some of the branches of trade unions and representatives were closed down in 1997. For instance, Ümraniye and Kartal Representatives of Basın-İş Trade Union affiliated with DİSK were closed down by the Governorate in İstanbul in the second week of April.

Urfa Branches of the Health and Social Services Labor Union (SES), and of Eğitim-Sen Trade Union, KESK members, were closed down by Urfa Governorate for 6 months on the grounds of retaining illegal publications. Urfa Branches of Eğitim-Sen and SES had been raided by the police on 11 November and some periodicals, books and documents had been seized. On 15 November, these branches were sealed on the grounds that the confiscated publications were illegal. The police officers, who raided the branches at around 12.30am on 11 November on decision of Urfa Public Prosecution Office, claimed that the offices possessed letters, publications, and studies for which the SSC had issued decisions of confiscation. The following things were confiscated: “Member registration book, office stock book, book of decisions, used and unused vouchers, monthly periodicals published by the trade union headquarters, trade union calendars, files of training seminars, the newspaper archive containing copies of the closed down Demokrasi and Ülkede Gündem newspapers, and about 160 books.” 

The last hearing of the trial which was opened by Ankara Governorate on instructions by the Ministry of Interior with the demand that Emekli-Sen Trade Union should be closed down in 1995 was held at Ankara Judicial Court No. 10 on 30 April. The trial ended in favor of Emekli-Sen Trade Union when the attorney-at-law of the claimant withdrew from the trial.

The following are some of the cases of raids on trade union branches and pressure on the executives and members of trade unions as determined by the HRFT:

The branches of Eğitim-Sen, Enerji Yapı Yol-Sen, SES Trade Unions in Muş were raided and searched by the police on 14 January. During the raid, journals in the trade union buildings were confiscated on the ground that they were illegal. A trial was opened against the executives of the branches on charges of “collecting money in an improper manner” and retaining illegal publications. In the trial held at Muş Penal Court on 27 March, Sedat Akman, Chairman of SES Muş Branch, Caner Baysal, Chairman of Eğitim-Sen Muş Branch and Periodical Spokesman of KESK Muş Branches Platform, Mehmet İpek, Secretary for Training, and Zülküf Yıldırım, Chairman of Enerji Yapı Yol-Sen Muş Branch, testified. The teams from the political branch raided the trade unions a second time on the same day and detained under beating 21 executives and members of several trade unions. The detainees testified at Muş Police HQ and were released in groups of four people late at night. Güler Er, Nil Sarıkaya and Özlem Aydın, female trade unionists, who were detained, were forced to undertake the virginity test, but upon reactions this was not done. In the meantime, the trial opened by Muş Governorate at Muş Penal Court on the grounds that KESK Muş Branches Platform was not legal ended in acquittal in March 1998. 

In connection with a press releases held in Bakırköy Yenimahalle, Samatya, Kartal, Okmeydanı in İstanbul in 1996, and in which workers also took part, an investigation was opened against Atilay Ayçin, Chairman of Hava-İş Trade Union, Levent Dokuyucu, Chairman of the 1st Branch of Haber-İş Trade Union, and Kenan Kaya, Chairman of Basın-İş İstanbul Branch, who were spokesmen of the platform, in February. 

The 8 March activity organized by the Democratic Struggle Platform at Enerji-Yapı-Yol-Sen on 9 March was raided by police from the political branch. The police claimed that they had been informed that “PKK and MLKP prisoners who had escaped from İskenderun Prison were in the hall,” and they prevented the activity by seizing the ID cards of the participants. 

Executives of Eğitim-Sen 2nd Branch applied to Kumkapı Regional Administrative Court on 6 March with the demand that the penalty of “stopping the rise in status for one year” passed on 73 education laborers should be annulled. Alaaddin Dinçer, Chairman of the Branch, stated that investigations had been opened against 6 thousand education laborers who participated in the act of stopping work in İstanbul and they had been fined. 956 educators, 130 of whom were their members, had been given the penalty of “stopping the rise in status for one year.” 

Former executives of Tüm Sağlık-Sen İzmir Branch, who had been sentenced to imprisonment in connection with the press release made in protest of the pressure at İzmir Health Vocational High School, applied to the European Commission of Human Rights in May.

The statement made by SES Bakırköy Branch in May indicated that the people who had close relations with the RP and who had no professional formation were appointed as managers to workplaces subordinated to the SHÇEK. And although those, who were “exiled” unjustly and unlawfully, won the trials they had opened, these decisions were ignored or led to new exiles. It was also noted that Kahraman Eroğlu, a social worker who was one of the founders of Sosyal Hizmet-Sen Trade Union, member of SES, had been “exiled” to Kars unlawfully when he was working as the Provincial Deputy of İstanbul SHÇEK. Although he won the trial he had opened, he was sent to Bingöl as a deputy director, but not to his former office. It was maintained that Adem Bulut, who was a member of the SES and a former executive of the Sosyal Hizmet-Sen, was “exiled” from Ankara Seyranbağları Old People’s House first to Ayaş, then to İstanbul, and no action was taken in spite of the decision of stopping the execution. In addition, it was alleged that some employees were “exiled” three to four times despite judicial decisions, and that specialist personnel were pacified and those people without professional formation were assigned to effective posts.

Şükran Öz, Chairwoman of SES İzmir Branch, who delivered a speech during a press release, held in front of the SHÇEK İzmir Provincial Directorate in June, stated that 6 members of SES had been “exiled” in İzmir and 4 members had been deprived of their posts in 1997. She said that in June, 3 representatives of working places had been sent to Sinop and Çivril, Denizli, and the Refahyol government had assigned people, who were close to them, to their posts. Şükran Öz emphasized that such practices as exile, investigation, changing working places aimed at staff cadre-building and intimidating the workers: “This concerns closely the children for whom we provide service.”

Sixty-six teachers, members of Eğitim-Sen Mersin Branch, who were put on trial on the grounds that they had participated in the countrywide act of stopping work held by the public servants on 20 December 1994, were acquitted in the hearing held at Mersin Penal Court on 5 June.

Faysal Özçift, Secretary General of KESK, was punished with wage deduction by one-eighth in September by İZSU General Directorate affiliated to İzmir Metropolitan Municipality on the ground that he had not gone to work on 27 June. Moreover, he was requested to submit his defense on his participation in the delegation that investigated the incidents in Lice. 

New personnel at Harran University Research and Practice Hospital were forced to sign the declaration that “Those who become members of any association without permission by the rector shall be regarded as suspended from duty” prepared by Dr. Ali Coşkun, the Deputy Chief Physician of the Hospital in August. İhsan Avcı, Chairman of SES Urfa Branch, filed an official complaint with Urfa Public Prosecution Office and said: “International conventions to which Turkey is a party and recent amendments in the Law on Associations provide that every public laborer may be a member of any association, and in accordance with Article 22 of the Law on Public Servants numbered 657, public laborers may be members of any trade union. Therefore, we strongly condemn this attitude and declare that we will follow up the case.”

While the legal struggle by ten thousands of public laborers who were punished by the executive on the ground that they had taken part in the act of stopping work on 20 December 1996 and on 18 April 1997 in accordance with the decision taken by KESK was underway, İstanbul Regional Administrative Court passed decisions favoring the public laborers in the trial opened by 150 public laborers in September. The trial in question, which would be a sample for other similar trials, had started when 900 educators who were punished with a stop in rise in status on charges of participating in the act of stopping work in İstanbul had applied to the İstanbul Regional Administrative Court.

Forty-seven employees of Aras Kargo, against whom a trial was opened on the ground that they had “occupied” Ankara Distribution Office of Aras Kargo in October, were sentenced to 2 years in prison, and Bayram Karkın, Secretary of the Nakliyat-İş Trade Union Ankara Branch, to 1 year in prison.

İhsan Avcı, Chairman of SES Şanlıurfa Branch, Olcay Kanlıbaş, Secretary of the Branch, Emiş İspir, Training Secretary, Rabia Gül, Financial Secretary and the members Deniz Barut and Mesut Özaydınlı, Mehmet Can Toprak, editor-in-chief of Radyo Karacadağ, Vedat Bakır, News Director of the same, Bülent Mermer, owner of the SİN Bookstore, staff members of the Bookstore named Faruk Bucak and Adil Bülent Cihanbeyli, and Deniz Melik, Halil Bereket, Sait Bedlek, Talat Doğanoğlu, Mustafa Akyol and 4 people (names not known) were detained in November. SES Şanlıurfa Branch pointed out that Emiş İspir, Olcay Kanlıbaş and Rabia Gül had been taken to the Maternity Hospital and forced to undertake the hymen test, but they had objected. İhsan Avcı Mesut Özaydınlı and Deniz Barut were arrested, and the other people were released.

The trial opened against executive members of Eğitim-Sen on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda” commenced at Ankara SSC on 20 November. Kemal Bal, Chairperson of Eğitim-Sen, executive members Necati Akpınar, Alper Öztürk, Asuman Edalı, Cemal Ünlü and Nurşen Girgin, Müslüm Şahin, Secretary of Personal Rights and Collective Bargaining, Erol Savumlu, Secretary General, and Başyürek Altın, General Secretary of Press and Publication, were put on trial. The trial ended at Ankara SSC on 9 December and the executives of Eğitim-Sen were sentenced to 1 year and 4 months in prison, each, and fined TL 3 billion totally. The sentences were reprieved. 

In the press release made by Ali Yazıcı on behalf of Tüm Yargı-Sen İstanbul Branch on 21 November, it was stated that the unionists who objected to the torture inflicted on the prisoners by the prison administration following the rebellion in Bakırköy Prison for Women and Juveniles on 18 March 1997, were “exiled”. The statement said: “The unionists were accused of being couriers for the organization, and Gencer Arhan (General Secretary of Press) was sent to Ağrı, Ferit Demir (Workplace Representative) to Muş, Mustafa Atay (Workplace Representative) to Hakkâri, Naif Bayhan (Workplace Representative) to Van, and Sönmez Konak (member) to Kiğı, where there is no prison. Gencer Arhan and Ferit Demir staged a hunger strike for 10 days starting from 21 November. In December, the decisions of exile were annulled. Mustafa Atay, who was sent to exile to Hakkâri, died in a traffic accident as he was going to his place of exile.”

An investigation was opened against Neriman Ağaoğlu, Secretary of SES Eskişehir Branch, and Nazire Öztürk, Financial Secretary, in November on charges of attaching emblems of SES to their collars.

Ramis Sağlam, Chairman of Tüm Maliye-Sen İzmir Branch, was dismissed from office for the second time in December in connection with his unionist activities. Ayhan Özkaya, General Secretary of Training of Maden-Sen, working at İzmir MTA (Technical Mine Research Institute), was “exiled” to Trabzon. The exile was reportedly ordered on the grounds that he had participated in the press release held at Konak Square on 30 July in order to protest the beating of journalists in Ankara on 29 July. 

The teachers Fevzi Yılmaz, Yılmaz Hasar, Gürbüz Aydın, Murat Kahraman and Ali Müfettişoğlu, who were “exiled” in an unjust manner from Ankara in June, won their trial against it. Ankara Administrative Court No. 1 held that the decisions of exile were unlawful and annulled the decisions in December. 

The stand planned to be opened in OSTİM in June in order to collect signatures for the campaign “No to working without insurance” organized by the Association of Solidarity with Workers in OSTİM Medium Scale Industries (OSİ-DER) was banned by Ankara Governorate. 

The panel entitled “12 September and Education” which would be organized by Eğitim-Sen Trade Union on 12 September was not allowed by Ankara Governorate.

The demonstration “Not 30 Percent but Collective Bargaining,” which would be held by KESK in Urfa on 7 December, was prohibited by Urfa Governorate. Police officers detained a number of public laborers who attempted to hold the demonstration in spite of the prohibition. They were released the same day. The nose of Haydar Yalçın, member of Eğitim-Sen, was broken by the police during his detention.

The conference, “New World Order,” to which Journalist-Writer Temel Demir, who participated in training activities by Eğitim-Sen Adıyaman Branch, would join was not allowed by Adıyaman Governorate on 8 December without providing any justification. 

�  In this report, the right to freedom of expression, right to freedom of communication, right to freedom of organization and right to freedom of meetings and demonstrations along with the pressures imposed on human rights advocates, the right of communication etc. are summarized.


�  Article 8: Due to the various resolutions and powers of disposals related with the exercise of the authorities entitled with this Decree with the Force of Law to the Minister of Interior Affairs, the Governor of the State of Emergency Region, and the governors of the provinces within the territories of the state of emergency region, any claim pertaining to the penal, financial or legal liabilities about these issues cannot be raised and to this effect, no appeal can be forwarded to any kind of concerned competent judicial authorities. The right to claim compensation from the state is reserved for damages that the persons undergo without cause.


� Article 163 of the Turkish Penal Code that was abolished in 1991 contained the following provision: “The one who establishes, forms, organizes, incites or administers an association to the effect of adaptation of the social, economic, political or legal fundamental order of the state to religious principles and beliefs fully or partially contrary to secularism is sentenced to heavy imprisonment for 8 years to 15 years. Those who become members of such associations or manipulate others in that way are sentenced to heavy imprisonment for 5 years to 12 years. Those who make propaganda and inculcate the public by means of religion or religious morals or material considered as sacred by the religion to the effect of adaptation of the social, economic, political or legal fundamental order of the state to religious principles and beliefs fully or partially or politically aimed activities contrary to secularism are sentenced to heavy imprisonment for 5 years to 10 years. Those who make propaganda and inculcate the public by means of religion or religious morals or material considered as sacred by the religion or religious books to the effect of assuring personal interests or benefits are sentenced to heavy imprisonment for 2 years to 5 years. In cases that those who commit the actions stated above in state offices, municipalities or financial institutions, trade unions, workers’ associations, schools and higher education institutions the capitals of which pertain to the state totally or partially are sentenced to heavy imprisonment increased by one third. In case that the actions stated within the 3rd and 4th paragraphs are committed through the press, the prison terms are increased twice.


� İzmir War Resisters’ Association (İSKD) had been closed down by İzmir Governorate because of the brochure “A Crime of Thought; Alienating People from Military Service-Article 155 of the Turkish Penal Code” on 6 November 1996. However, the decision was overturned by İzmir Regional Administrative Court and the association was re-opened on 22 May.


� Between 1992 and 1996, at least 93 journalists were injured as a result of attacks by security officers and at least 397 journalists were detained. According to a research carried out by the Press Council, the police officers beat 34 journalists in 1992, 16 in 1993, 13 in 1994, 2 in 1995 and 28 in 1997 (total 93). In the research by the Press Council it was disclosed that the police detained 70 journalists in 1992, 95 in 1993, 57 in 1994, 40 in 1995 and 135 in 1996 (total 397). 


� Çetin Emeç (Hürriyet, İstanbul-7 March 1990), Turan Dursun (2000’e Doğru, İstanbul-4 September 1990), Halit Güngen (2000’e Doğru, Diyarbakır-18 February 1992), Cengiz Altun (Yeni Ülke, Batman-24 February 1992), İzzet Kezer (Sabah, Cizre-23 March 1992), Bülent Ülkü (Körfez’e Bakış, Bursa-1 April 1992), Mecit Akgün (Yeni Ülke, Nusaybin-2 June 1992), Hafız Akdemir (Özgür Gündem, Diyarbakır-8 June 1992), Çetin Ababay (Özgür Halk, Batman-29 July 1992), Yahya Orhan (Özgür Gündem, Gercüş-31 June 1992), Hüseyin Deniz (Özgür Gündem, Ceylanpınar-9 August 1992), Musa Anter (Özgür Gündem, Diyarbakır-20 September 1992), Kemal Aktay (Türkiye, Hani-9 November 1992), Hatip Kapçak (Gerçek, Mazıdağı-18 November 1992), Namık Tarancı (Gerçek, Diyarbakır-20 November 1992), Uğur Mumcu (Cumhuriyet, Ankara-24 January 1993), Kemal Kılıç (Özgür Gündem, Urfa-18 February 1993), İhsan Karakuş (Silvan, Silvan-13 March 1993), Ercan Gürel (Hürriyet News Agency, Bergama-20 May 1993), Rıza Güneşer (Halkın Gücü, İstanbul-14 July 1993), Ferhat Tepe (Özgür Gündem, Bitlis-28 July 1993), Muzaffer Akkuş (Milliyet, Bingöl-20 September 1993), Erol Akgün (Devrimci Çözüm, Gebze-8 September 1994), Ersin Yıldız (Özgür Ülke, İstanbul-3 December 1994), Safyettin Tepe (Yeni Politika, Bitlis-29 August 1995). Besides, 12 vendors of the newspaper Özgür Gündem (later Yeni Ülke) were killed in murders by unknown assailants: Orhan Karaağar (Özgür Gündem-17 January 1992), Halil Adanır (Özgür Gündem-21 November 1992), Lokman Gündüz (Özgür Gündem-31 December 1992), Teğmen Demir (Özgür Gündem-5 June 1993), Haşim Yaşa (Özgür Gündem-14 June 1993), Zülküf Akkaya (Özgür Gündem-28 September 1993), Adil Başkan (newspaper vendor-9 November 1993), Yalçın Yaşa (Özgür Gündem-10 November 1993), Kadir İpeksürer (Özgür Gündem-19 November 1993), Adnan Işık (Özgür Gündem-27 November 1993), Kemal Ekinci (Özgür Gündem-16 December 1993), Hıdır Çelik (Özgür Ülke-23 August 1994).


� Battal Köse accepted in the testimony to police inspectors on 23 January 1996 and in his testimony taken at Eyüp Criminal Court on 24 January that “a release document carrying the date of the previous day was prepared for Metin Göktepe” with the order of Eyüp District Chief of Police Mehmet Ali Aydın Aydemir. Köse stated that superintendent Mustafa Karataş told him that then-District Chief of Police M. Ali Aydın Aydemir removed the ID card of Metin Göktepe from the ID cards of the detainees. Köse said “District Chief of Police M. Ali Aydın Aydemir called me after the event, saying that no one should talk about the incident, not even to their friends. So, in line with this instruction, I warned certain officers not to tell anything to anyone”.


� Other police officers who were accused of ill-treatment of other detainees (TPC, 245) were: Security Chief Korkmaz Karaşıhoğlu, deputy superintendent Memduh Uysal, Emin Aksoy, Mustafa Bayrak, Mehmet Akköse, Ali Dağtekin, Sadık Orhan, Yusuf Kulmaç, Şenol Öztürk, Önder Oruç, Yalçın Aydeniz, Ergün Akbalık, İbrahim Özçelik, Şükrü Keskin, Barış Aktaş, İbrahim Kılınç, İsmail Akgül, Volkan Katar, Yücel Karamızrak, Doğan Aslan, Alpay Torun, Ahmet Başkurt, Erkan Yakınlar, Mehmet Yavuz, Erkan Öz, Atilla Güngör, Salih Sırlı, Osman Dağlı, Nedim Yılmaz, Taner Özdil, İsmail Güneysu, Mehmet Ayhan, Coşkun Öztürk, Recep Adıgüzel, Mustafa Duru and Fazlı Şen.


� İstanbul Criminal Court No. 6 had applied to the Court of Cassation for the transfer of the trial to another province because of “security,” and the Court of Cassation decided that the trial would be heard somewhere outside İstanbul for “public security”.


� It was determined that Nejdet Küçüktaşkıner was a MİT (National Intelligence Organization) official during the 12 March period and that he had tortured many people including Emil Galip Sandalcı, Gülay Göktürk, Çiğdem Kömürcüoğlu and Aydınlık Journal manager Ferit İlsever. Oral Çalışlar, columnist with the daily Cumhuriyet, recognized Nejdet Küçüktaşkıner in the hearing on 6 February and wrote this in his article published on 11 February. Gülay Göktürk, columnist with the daily Yeni Yüzyıl, who was then employed in Aydınlık, confirmed that Nejdet Küçüktaşkıner had tortured her. It was reported that Küçüktaşkıner, who worked as a lawyer in 1978, was dismissed from the profession when it was discovered that he was a torturer.


� The prosecution of the remaining 37 police officers on accusations of beating detainees is under way. 


� The information on the cases of some of the arrested and convicted journalists is given as an example. For further information, see “The Freedom of the Press: Journalists in Prison in Turkey”, HRFT (March 1998).


� Hasan Ocak (30) was abducted by some persons who were claimed to be police officers in İstanbul on 21 March 1995. He was found dead in the vicinity of Buzhane village of Beykoz. The traces on his body indicated that he had been killed under torture. 


� Ankara SSC Prosecution Office also opened a trial against Temel Demirer in connection with the same interview. This trial was later unified with the one at Diyarbakır SSC.


� This provision was implemented in 1998.


� Several actions for compensation against then Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan and then Minister of Justice Şevket Kazan, who insulted the demonstrators by saying “they are playing the candle is gone”, were filed. Lawyer Hasan Bıyıklı and lawyer Şahin Mengü opened four separate trials against Prime Minister Erbakan and Minister of Justice with the demand of compensation of TL 2 billion. On 4 December, Ankara Penal Court No. 24 rejected the trial against Şevket Kazan.


� For the first time in 1976, DİSK declared the official “Spring Feast” as the Workers’ Feast and held a mass meeting in Taksim, İstanbul. At the end of the mass meeting held in Taksim Square in 1977, police opened fire on the demonstrators. 27 people died, 126 people were wounded, and 522 people were detained. In spite of the evidence against the security and intelligence forces, no trial was opened. In 1979, mass meetings were held in İstanbul and Ankara in spite of prohibition under Martial Law. 665 people were detained in Ankara and 987 in İstanbul. Following the military coup of 12 September 1980, the Workers’ Feast was banned completely. After 1980, the first May Day speech was the one delivered by then SHP Chairman Aydın Güven Gürkan in the parliament outside the agenda.


After the coup in 1980, May Day was first celebrated in 1987. Following the celebrations held in the halls of several trade unions, 12 people were detained.


In the celebrations in 1989, the police officers opened fire on demonstrators in Şişhane, İstanbul. When a traffic police officer opened fire, Mehmet Akif Dalcı died and 8 people were wounded. 3000 people were detained.


On 1 May 1990, the security forces blockaded Taksim. 2000 people were detained, and 10 people (7 police officers) were wounded. A student named Gülay Beceren, who was shot in the waist, became paralyzed.


In 1991, the first legal meeting after the coup of 12 September was held in İzmir. In the incidents in İstanbul, 13 people were wounded and 600 people were detained.


On 1 May 1996, police officers opened fire in Kadıköy and Hasan Albayrak, Dursun Adabaş and Yalçın Levent died, and 175 including police officers were wounded, and 403 people were detained. 


� Of the defendants, repentant Metni Atıcı was under prosecution with the demand of the death penalty on charges of “extorting the gun of a plainclothes police officer” under Article 146 of the TPC. In the trial, 40 defendants were under prosecution on accusations of “being members of illegal organizations” under Article 168/2 of the TPC, and 54 defendants on charges of “aiding illegal organizations.”


� Ankara SSC arrested Kenan Ayaz, Bayram Kundakçı and Nejat Yaraş on 20 September. Kenan Ayaz was released after a while. Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against 10 defendants (2 under arrest) with the demand of imprisonment for 1 to 3 years. The indictment stated that the text of the press statement was prepared by Eğitim-Sen Bolu Branch representative Bayram Kundakçı, HADEP Bolu Provincial Organization Chairman Kenan Ayaz, ÖDP Bolu Provincial Organization Chairman Ahmet Cantürk, and Hacı Bektaş-ı Veli Association Chairman Ramis Güleç, and was approved by Nejat Yaraş, Nihat Gültepe, Mustafa Bozlar, Hasan Güldemir, Yusuf Can and Mehmet Ali Işık. The indictment claimed that the defendants “incited people to enmity”. The trial ended in acquittal on 8 December.


� Erkut Direkçi, who staged a hunger strike for 69 days in 1996, was released in December, but died in Germany on 12 December because of the cancer he caught in prison.


� The following are the political parties which were closed down by the Constitutional Court on the ground that they violated the Law on Political Parties: Worker-Farmers' Party (IÇP-1968), National Order Party (MNP-1971), Progressive Ideal Party of Turkey (TIÜP-1971), Labor Party of Turkey (TIP-1971), Grand Justice Party (BAP-1972), Laborers' Party of Turkey (TEP-1980), United Communist Party of Turkey (16 July 1991), People's Party (25 September 1991), Socialist Party (10 July 1992), Great Anatolia Party (24 November 1992), Freedom Democracy Party (30 April 1993), People's Labor Party (14 July 1993), Socialist Turkey Party (30 November 1993), Greens Party (10 February 1994), Democracy Party (16 June 1994), Democrat Party (second time) (13 September 1994), Socialist Unity Party (1995), Democracy and Change Party (25 March 1996), Labor Party (14 February 1997), Resurrection Party (18 July 1997). Also, two parties were closed down prior to the establishment of the Constitutional Court in 1963. The Nation Party was closed down by Ankara Penal Court in 1954, and the Democrat Party by Ankara Penal Court in 1960.


Between 1983 and 1997, a total of 59 political parties were dissolved, or merged with other parties or closed down by the Constitutional Court after being established in accordance with the Law on Political Parties: Grand Turkey Party, Supreme Mission Party, Our Party, Tranquility Party, Nationalist Democracy Party, Grand Homeland Party, Virtue Party, New Birth Party, New Order Party, Social Democracy Party, Populist Party, Free Democrat Party, Citizen Party, Flag Party, Reformist Democracy Party, Unity and Peace Party, Grand Anatolia Party, People Party, Socialist Party, Civilization Animal Lover Economy and Agriculture Party, People Party, Democrat Center Party, United Communist Party of Turkey, Democrat Struggle Party, Green Turkey Party, Democratic Movement Party, Freedom and Equality Party, Nationalist Working Party, Democratic Participation Party, Freedom and Democracy Party, People's Labor Party, New Horizon Party, Socialist Turkey Party, Party of Unity for Turkey, Republican Democrat Youth Party, Great Change Party, Greens Party, Social Democrat Party, Anatolia Party, Socialist Unity Party, Democratic Movement Party, Democracy Party, Democrat Party 2, Participation by Left Wing Party, Call for Unity Party, Young Democrat Party, National Will Party, Integration for Homeland Party, Floor for Nation Party, Unity and Integration at Left Wing Party, Rising Ideal Party, Genuine Justice Party, Second Change Party, Social Democrat Populist Party, Democratic Socialist Party, Socialist Revolution Party, Integration Party, Change Party.


� On 24 June 1996, during the defense stage of the trial, a group of 600 people gathered in front of the EP Headquarters on Hatay Street in Kizilay, Ankara. They attempted to go to the Constitutional Court, but the police officers attacked the group and more than 200 people were wounded (20 heavily). The police officers did not allow ambulances to enter the street to carry the injured persons and kicked those fainted. Hüseyin Uçar, Mehmet Ali Küçük and Müslüm Timur suffered serious fractures. Meltem Bal had to stay in the intensive care unit for a long time. Pakize Gülhan suffered from partial paralysis. Mustafa Yalçıner, an executive member of the EP suffered from fracture of his cheekbone and leg and underwent an operation of his eyes due to the blows. Murat Ergenekon had to stay in the intensive care unit for two days and had 25 stitches on his head, and Seref Yogurtçuoglu had a fracture in his nose. 


� Article 68 § 4 of the Constitution: “The by-laws, programs and activities of the political parties shall not be in contradiction with the independence of the state, indivisible integrity with its country and nation, human rights, principles of equality and rule of law, national sovereignty, principles of democratic and secular republic; and shall not aim at advocating and establishing any class or group or any other dictatorship. They shall not incite to crime.” 





