PREFACE 

The Human Rights Foundation of Turkey (HRFT) is happy to release the annual report for the year 1999, although the English version is even more delayed than the Turkish original. The report includes the human rights violations in Turkey during 1999 and was prepared by the Documentation Center of the HRFT. In compiling the report we used our own resources, newspapers, journals and other publications. We made much use of the daily bulletin, information provided by human rights defenders, politicians, trade unionists and statements from other organizations as well as official figures.

The main chapters of the report are “the Kurdish question”, “the right to life”, “internal displacement”, “the right to personal security”, “freedom of expression”, “the freedom of assembly and demonstration”, “the freedoms of association” and “pressure on human rights defenders”. You will find several sample cases in each sub-division of these chapters. The examples are by no means exhaustive. You have to agree that many more abuses happened throughout 1999. 

We released this report in continuation of the annual reports that we started to publish in 1991. We want to express our gratitude to all our supporters and those, who provided documents and information. 

HRFT Documentation Center

1. INTRODUCTION
1.2. THE EARTHQUAKES OF 17 AUGUST AND 12 NOVEMBER

On 17 August at 3am an earthquake happened with the center of Kocaeli. The earthquake with the magnitude of 7.4 was to be felt in the Marmara, Inner-Anatolian and Aegean region. Many buildings were destroyed. Official figures put the number of death as 18,673 and the number of wounded people at 48,901. A total of 364,905 living and working places were damaged. 

The government was criticized for a lack of precaution in a country that is at risk of earthquakes in 97% of the land. The rescue work started late and was insufficient. In addition, officials hindered civil initiatives, who wanted to take aid to the region and civilians, who wanted to help with the rescue work. This resulted in more deaths than necessary. On 19 August 7 provinces were declared “area of catastrophe” and the governors were furnished with extraordinary powers.

The Crisis Center at the Prime Ministry that had been discussed in terms of being in conformity with the Constitution started to censor publications, when the criticism and reactions increased. Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit stated that he was disturbed by the reports on the earthquake and the Ministry of the Interior sent a circular to all 80 provincial governors in the country asking for supervision of all TV channels. The High Council for Radio and TV (RTÜK) closed the TV channel Kanal 6 for 7 days because of its reporting on the earthquake.

It soon turned out that no resources existed for natural disasters in Turkey, even though they happen quite frequently. The national budget of TL 650 trillion only included TL 4 trillion for all kinds of catastrophes. The harshest criticism was made against the Health Minister Osman Durmuş, because he refused blood donations from Greece with the words “we have no cooling system”, did not allow hospital units on ships from the 6th US fleet to be used, replied to complaints about dirt that people should use the toilets of the mosque and take their baths in the see and criticized the urgent rescue team AKUT, which played an important part in the rescue work.

The Red Crescent did not supply a sufficient number of usable tents to the estimated number of 200,000 homeless people and, therefore, the Directory of the Red Crescent also became the target of criticism. Finally, on 6 October the General Director of the Red Crescent in Turkey, Kemal Demir, resigned. His successor Yüksel Bozer resigned on 6 November.

The State Statistics Institute (DIE) announced in a preliminary report that the damage caused by the earthquake amounted to TL 1.1 quadrillion and put the number of inhabitable houses in the region at 111,851. The World Bank said in September that the damage was $ 5 billion (that is TL 2.2 quadrillion). State Minister Recep Önal stated on 17 October that foreign aid amounted to $ 3.4 billion and added that $ 500 from the IMF had been used for the salary of civil servants and workers. It later turned out that only $ 50 million had been used in the region of the earthquake. Members of the Earthquake Research Commission, established by the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) on 23 August to work for a period of three months stated that the local authorities had not been able to interfere during the first two days. They feared that more deaths had occurred because of unregistered burials and criticized the Red Crescent for delivering improper goods. The 77-page report did not mention the reasons and responsible persons for the fact that had turned the earthquake into a disaster. 

Yavuz Önen, chairman of the Union of Chambers of Turkish Engineers and Architects (TMMOB) said in 9 September that the project of the government to build prefabricated houses was no solution, because it would only serve to make some people rich. He argued that the number of deaths was much higher than the official figures showed and narrated his observations from the region:

“Some 70% of what existed in Adapazari province cannot be used any more. 25 houses have collapsed. 100,000 citizens have become homeless. About 6,000 small enterprises do not 4 exist any more. In the region of Yalova, Karamürsel, Değirmendere, Gölcük, Kocaeli 75,000 houses cannot be used for living. In İstanbul the basis of buildings are weak. Many are at risk of collapsing.”

On 14 September the government agreed with 25 companies to build prefabricated houses for TL 1.5 billion each. Criticism arose, when it turned out that many companies had close ties to the political parties in power. One of the firms, for instance, belonged to the MHP MP for Gümüşhane, Bedri Yaşar. The work started towards the end of October, but when the houses were handed over it could be seen that many of them were filled with water. 

In mid-October the Crisis Management Center in the Prime Ministry declared that 17,118 people had died and 43,003 had been wounded. But when Sergio Piazzi, Director of the Department for Humane Aid at the UN, announced that Turkey had ordered 45,000 bags for corpses, suspicion came up that the number of deaths was actually much higher.

On 12 November at 7pm another earthquake happened with the center in Cevizli village, Gölyaka district, Bolu province. It had a magnitude of 7.2. Düzce and Kaynaşlı districts of Bolu had been affected by the earlier earthquake. This time houses that had been declared habitable collapsed leading to more deaths and injuries. The Crisis Center at the Prime Ministry declared that 806 people had died and 4,948 had been wounded. Similar deficiencies were observed this time and the government responded by making Düzce a provincial capital on 3 December.

On 24 November the GNAT passed new arrangements for taxes according to the stand-by agreement with the IMF. Pointing at the damages of the earthquakes the expected additional income was set at TL 2 quadrillion, instead of TL736 trillion. Sümer Oral, Minister of Finances, stated that this sum would help to cover the costs for the damages but it would also contribute to secure the balance in the economy.

1.2. “THE 28 FEBRUARY PHASE”

“Relations between the NSC and the Government”

The so-called “28 February Phase” that started in 1997 when the National Security Council (NSC) termed the Islamic movements as “internal enemies” continued in 1999. The military wing of the NSC continued to press the government for an “effective fight against reaction” (term used in Turkish for fundamentalists). A trial was opened against 28 people including the former chairman of the closed down Wealth Party (RP), Necmettin Erbakan and executives of the National Youth Foundation (MGV) and the Association of Distinct Industrialists and Businessmen (MÜSİAD) on charges of “attempting to build a State on religious principles”. The Chief Prosecutor at the Court of Cassation launched a case against the Virtue Party (FP) asking the Constitutional Court to close it.

On 15 January the Council of Ministers decided to make some changes to the Council for Supervision and Coordination of Implementation in the Prime Ministry (BTK) in order to secure better coordination of measures against reaction. It was decided to create a center within the Prime Ministry to coordinate the work of the sub commission.

On 2 February Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit issued a circular on the assumption that reactionary, destructive and separatist activities against the regime and the basic characteristics of the Turkish Republic constituted an open danger. The circular provided:

- The provincial governors will follow and direct the work of the district governors to make the control system more effective.

- Political exploitation of religion on politics, economy, trade, social life and mass support and activities to politicize religion will absolutely be prevented. To this end the Ministers in the capitol and the governors in the countryside will take the legal precautions without hesitation. Necessary legal proceedings will be taken against those, who conduct reactionary, destructive and separatist activities, without hesitation.

- This is a duty for the protection of the republic. The republican prosecutors will show the same sensitivity. The governors and prosecutors of the republic will lead the struggle jointly and in coordination. The basis of this activity is determination and stability. 

- In particular all radio and TV stations broadcasting reactionary, destructive and separatist programs will be supervised within the established system. Harmful programs will be prevented and the responsible persons will be brought to justice. 

- It has to be considered that those active for the destruction of the regime have developed new methods in order to make the measures ineffective. One has to be alert for cooperation, which those working for destruction and separatism have developed with those working for the reaction. All public personnel have to avoid appearing in a manner that weakens the struggle against reaction. Particular sensitivity has to be shown in the implementation of the rules on dressing. 

On 5 February the BTK decided to establish close control for the sects and, if necessary, conduct raids on the centers. During the meeting the work on prevention of separatist and reactionary activities was evaluated and it was decided to be alert on reactionary activities during elections and control the speeches of representatives of political parties in line with the circular of the Prime Minister.

On 17 March Hüseyin Kıvrıkoğlu, Chief of General Staff, told the daily Hürriyet about lobby work on postponing the elections for the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) expressing that the postponement of the election might lead to a serious chaos on Turkey. “At first,” he said, “the armed forces were against early elections, because we believed that vital reforms and necessary legal changes should be made before another election. But these legal changes were not made during the time of governments, who were not able to realize the changes.”

Kıvrıkoğlu also spoke about intentions to abolish Article 312 of the Turkish Penal Code (TPC) and said: “The abolition of Article 163 is the main reason for the current dimension of the reactionary threat. It is also a reality that existing legislation is not able to prevent the growth of reaction and secure the necessary deterrence. Under these circumstances the softening of this law would lead to the reactionary threat become more dangerous. This would lead our country into a greater muddle and chaos. Our country cannot endure this. We believe that reason and common sense will win in the end.”

State President Süleyman Demirel called the speech quite normal and only commented that it might have been better to wait for things to develop on its own.

On 24 March Hilmi Özkök, Deputy Chief of General Staff, visited Vural Savaş, Chief Prosecutor at the Court of Cassation. Vural Savaş said during the meeting:

“It is high treason to use religion in politics. The Turkish State had two provisions in the fight against reaction. The first one, Article 163, was abolished. It is very difficult to fight against reaction, without renewing Article 163 according to Article 24 of the Constitution. The second one is Article 312. I believe that it is dangerous, not only to lift the Article, but also to amend it, unless Article 163 is rewritten according to the Constitution. On the one hand the chief prosecutor’s office is asked to move on such offences and political parties and on the other hand, the weapon is taken away from us. An important proportion of our intellectuals have turned into seduced girls by asking us to be artists.”

On 27 March a report of the General Staff was leaked to the press. The report arguing, “reaction is trying to make the armed forces passive” included the following statements:

“During the meeting of the NSC on 28 February 1997 it was determined that the threat of reaction constitutes a serious problem for security and a number of decisions were taken to protect the principle of secularism. A circular by the Prime Ministry of the 55th government established a system of control in provinces and districts under leadership of the governors. At the beginning this system was not effective since some of the administrators carried reactionary views themselves, but the measures have lately shown some positive results.

During the same time the reactionary circles continued to organize society with legal and illegal organization to their ends. It was observed that they paid additional efforts in order not to lose their legal gains in political, economic and social areas and intensified their propaganda and actions on making the State and the armed forces passive in their struggle against reaction. All legitimate means of democracy are effectively used in these efforts that are conducted under the mask of democracy and human rights. In addition, the achieved financial possibilities are used to buy the will of the people.”

During the election of 18 April FP became the third strongest party in the GNAT with 111 deputies. Intense discussions started when FP MP Merve Kavakçı came to the swearing-in ceremony wearing headscarves (see the chapter Freedom of Religion).

On 7 May the Chief Prosecutor at the Court of Cassation launched a case against the FP asking the Constitutional Court to ban it. The indictment argued that FP was not only the successor of the closed down RP, but of “all parties that had been dissolved for having used religion for political ends”. The 7-page indictment quoted from speeches of party officials and mentioned the fact that the deputy Merve Kavakçı had come to the swearing-in ceremony with headscarves on and left the ceremony without taking the oath. The indictment asked that all MP be deprived of their mandate, except for Aydın Menderes, who “obviously did not share the party’s politics”. 

After the end of June the connection of high-ranking party officials including Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit with one of the main figures among the Nur faith, Fethullah Gülen and his organizational activities came under discussion. Videos were shown on TV, in which Gülen called on his followers to patiently work for the take over of the State, asking them not to make mistakes. A number of reports said to have been prepared by the Directory of Security and the General Staff on Fethullah Gülen were made public. The prosecutor at Ankara SSC started an investigation against Mr. Gülen.

On 25 June the General Secretariat of the General Staff declared in writing that they had not prepared the reports and videos. The State Presidency and Prime Ministry also denied being the originators of the reports that allegedly had been presented to the NSC.

During the NSC meeting on 23 June a decision was taken to “strategically develop the fight against reaction”. Following the meeting 6 draft laws that had been prepared in line with the 28 February decisions were sent to the GNAT with a recommendation of preferential treatment. 

- “Draft for Amendment of Article 23 of the Law No. 1700 on Civil Servants in the Ministry of the Interior”

- “Draft for Amendment of Circular 399 with the Force of Law, dated 22.01.1990”

- “Draft for Amendment of Article 125 of Law No. 657 on Civil Servants”

- “Draft for amendment of Article 1 of a law on religious clothing and titles; increase of the sentence under Article 526/§2 TPC, including some laws on prohibition of certain clothes”

- “Draft law on amendment on the Turkish Civil Code”

- “Draft for Amendment to the Law on Establishing the State Control Council envisaging its assignment to research, inspect and control foundations in all aspects”

However, the draft laws did not pass the respective commissions to be forwarded to the general assembly of the GNAT in 1999. On 19 July Prime Minister issued a second circular on the fight against reaction. The circular asked for tight control of private institutions such as associations, foundations or dormitories.

The circular conceded that the BTK had worked effectively and called on local administrators to continue their efforts against reaction. Special control would be conducted on special institutions of education, dormitories, boarding houses and courses established by foundations, private enterprises, municipalities and persons and the responsible State organs would effectively implement the laws on radio and TV stations with reactionary and separatist programs. 

Following the meeting of the High Military Council 5 commanders were sent to retirement including Çevik Bir, Chief of General Staff on 28 February 1997, General Doğu Aktulga, Commander of the Aegean Army and General Necati Özgen, Commander of the War Academy. The Islamic press called this “elimination of the 28 February architects”. In reaction the General Staff issued a declaration on 15 August stating that the armed forces would remain the guarantor of the secular republic.

The Institute on High Education (YÖK) continued its pressure on Islamic students and teachers in 1999. In February YÖK Chairman Kemal Gürüz said that the measures on clothing would continue. “We have enlightened headscarved students and will continue to do so. Our determination continues.” YÖK introduced a ban on headscarves for examinations of foreign students and during the year hundreds of students were dismissed from schools, prevented to participate in examinations; investigations were started against thousands of students and teachers. 

1.3. SUSURLUK

Relations and allegations on the triangle of police-politician-mafia that had suddenly appeared after the accident in Susurluk on 3 November 1996 continued in 1999. It was expected that the dirty relations would be revealed with the trial at Istanbul SSC and the clarification of the “disappearance” the MIT agent Tarık Ümit (
) and the killing of Ömer Lütfü Topal, known as the king of gambling casinos. But these relations were not uncovered in 1999. 

On 9 January Haluk Kırcı, a close friend of Abdullah Çatlı and one of the suspects in the Bahçelievler massacre case, was detained in the house of another suspect of the case, Bünyamin Adalı in Pendik-İstanbul. This opened a new perspective for the trial at İstanbul SSC. (
) Reportedly Kırcı went on hunger strike and refused to testify. On 13 January he was arrested and send to Eskişehir Prison. Bünyamin Adanalı was arrested on 14 January.

In his testimony to the prosecutor at İstanbul SSC Kırcı said: (
)

“In 1995, when the elections were held, I was on the run. When I heard that Mehmet Ağar was a candidate in Elazığ province I went there. I stayed there for three days and campaigned among the ‘idealists’ (extreme right) to vote for Ağar.

“It is known that Abdullah Çatlı and I owned a joint textile company in İstanbul-Merter by the name of Sultan Tekstil... Even though we were wanted we went there frequently and worked there. On a tip-off the police from Bakırköy conducted an operation in 1994. By chance we were not there. Since they interrogated our staff only routinely, it was easy for us to get away. Otherwise we might have been apprehended in 1994.

“I was detained in İstanbul-Küçükçekmece on 25 January 1996. The prosecutor demanded to keep me in detention. I used the phone of my lawyer to inform Abdullah Çatlı and informed him of my apprehension. Shortly afterwards Korkut Eken called the director of the unit, Sedat Demir and asked for my release. Sedat Demir replied ’how can I let Kırcı go?’ When I realized that the supervision had loosened I benefited from inattention of the officers and escaped. (At the time Korkut Eken, permanent secretary in the General Directorate for Security, denied to know Kırcı and to have called Sedat Demir.)

“During my time on the run, it might have been 1996, but before the accident in Susurluk, I went with Sedat Bucak to Şanlıurfa-Siverek. At the time I drove the Ford-Mondeo, the same car that I used to take the corpse of Abdullah Çatlı. I hid in the houses of the Bucaks in Siverek for about a week.

“Some time before his death Abdullah Çatlı was give a Micro Uzi gun. He always had it with him, but after the accident in Susurluk the gun disappeared… (Micro Uzi guns had been imported during the time of Mehmet Ağar as General Director for Security. The Hospro Company under the leadership of Ertaç Tinar had imported 10 mini and 20 micro versions of these guns from Israel. None of them were ever found.)

“I’m in no way connected to the killings of Tarık Ümit and Ömer Lütfi Topal. I did not participate in these acts and did not get any information on them. Abdullah Çatlı did not tell me anything about them. My belated friend could keep secrets. I do not know whether he is related to these incidents.”

During the interrogation Kırcı also commented on one of the first documents on the relations, the picture of a wedding, and accepted that he had been among the invited guests. Haluk Kırcı explained the Bahçelievler massacre in detail and added that he regretted the incident calling the deed brutish and barbaric.

On 9 April Ünal Osmanağaoğlu was apprehended in İzmir-Kuşadası. He was wanted in connection with the killing of Kemal Türkler, former chairman of the confederation DİSK, and the killing of 7 young members of the Turkish Workers’ Party (TİP) in 1978. Ünal Osmanağaoğlu had been wanted for 19 years. It was discovered that for the last 7 years he had run the national park “Davutlar” under an ID of his brother.

On 21 November Bedri İncetahtacı, member of the parliamentary Susurluk commission, died in a traffic accident in Ankara-Esenboğa. An investigation into his death by the same commission did not reveal any different aspect for the death.

Nothing else could be uncovered about General Veli Küçük in 1999. In the report on Susurluk prepared by a commission in the Prime Ministry under the chair of Kutlu Savaş had named him as the owner of the mobile phone that Mahmut Yıldırım, known as “Green” had used.

A commission of lawyers from İzmir Bar Association appealed to the Chief of General Staff and the Gendarmerie on 5 February. They wanted to know whether any investigations had been carried into the phone calls between Çatlı, Hoştan and Küçük and whether the general had been subjected to an administrative or criminal investigation.

When both institutions did not respond the lawyer filed official complaints against the Chief of General Staff and the Gendarmerie on 27 May. The appeal stressed the connection between Abdullah Çatlı, who had died in the Susurluk accident and General Veli Küçük and reported that several phone talks via mobiles had been established between Veli Küçük, at the time gendarmerie commander in Kocaeli, Abdullah Çatlı and Sami Hoştan. In the trial of the Yüksekova gang Sergeant Hüseyin Oğuz had testified as witness that Küçük had been in contact with “Green” (Mahmut Yıldırım). He mentioned that Küçük might have told Yıldırım where to find Cem Ersever, with whom he was in dispute. (
)

The lawyers listed a number of further evidence against Veli Küçük that required an investigation. However, the Second Chamber of the High Military Administrative Court rejected the case on 18 August. The court argued that the plaintiffs were civilians and a civilian court should deal with the case.

The discussion on whether Mahmut Yıldırım, a key figure in the Susurluk scandal, was alive or not continued in 1999. On 11 September 1998 a corpse had been found near Bozdağ village, Ödemiş district (İzmir), but even in 1999 it could not be clarified, whether this was the corpse of Mahmut Yıldırım. A DNA test had negative results. 

In February claims came up stating that Mahmut Yıldırım had gone abroad. Interpol was contacted on the basis of an arrest warrant in connection with the attack on former HRA Chairman Akın Birdal. The investigation against 7 police officers in connection with issuing a passport for Mahmut Yıldırım on the name of Metin Atmaca on 9 February 1996 was dropped because of lapse of time.

The main Susurluk trial

The main trial on the Susurluk scandal continued at İstanbul SSC in 1999. The defendants were: İbrahim Şahin, former deputy chief of the department for special action, Korkut Eken, former MIT agent, Ayhan Çarkın, Ayhan Akça, Oğuz Yorulmaz, Enver Ulu, Mustafa Altunok, Ercan Ersoy and Ziya Bandırmalıoğlu (members of special teams and police officers), the driver of Urfa MP for the DYP Sedat Bucak (
), Abdülgani Kızılkaya, Haluk Kırcı, Yaşar Öz, drug dealer, Sami Hoştan and Ali Fevzi Bir, partners of Ömer Lütfi Topal. 

In the hearing of 15 March the file on Haluk Kırcı was combined with the main case. Haluk Kırcı testified stating that he was not proud for the incidents including murder that he had been involved in before 1980. He said that he had been friends with Çatlı for 25 years. Haluk Kırcı said that he had known Mehmet Ağar during his time as governor of Erzurum. He confirmed that Çatlı had been friends with Sami Hoştan and Korkut Eken. Haluk Kırcı added that he and Çatlı had conducted trade until 1995 and maintained that he had not used a gun after 1980. 

As far as Çatlı was concerned he had worked with MİT and the Directory for Security and had been used abroad. Haluk Kırcı claimed that Çatlı had not done anything outside the will of the State. This was known on all levels including State President Süleyman Demirel. Kırcı alleged to have been tortured in detention and added, “since you are confronted with these things quite frequently, you won’t take it too serious. At our time torture was quite different. At the Forensics nothing was established. Technology has developed fast.”

After the hearing of 28 June the court decided to lift the arrest warrant for Haluk Kırcı in connection with the Susurluk trial. On 27 December the prosecutor summed up the case. He demanded sentences between 4 years, 8 months and 10 years’ imprisonment for Korkut Eken and İbrahim Şahin on charges of “founding a gang with the aim to commit crimes” according to Article 313 TPC and “hiding a criminal” according to Article 296 TPC. On the same charges the defendants Ayhan Çarkın, Oğuz Yorulmaz, Ercan Ersoy, Enver Ulu, Mustafa Altunok, Ziya Bandırmalıoğlu, Ayhan Akça, Abdülgani Kızılkaya, Sami Hoştan, Ali Fevzi Bir and Yaşar Öz should be sentenced to 4 years, 8 months’ imprisonment. Haluk Kırcı should get a sentence of 3 years, 7 months’ imprisonment for “founding a gang” and “issue forged IDs”.

The hearing was adjourned to 3 March 2000.

The Case on “Lost Arms”

During 1999 Ankara Penal Court No. 6 continued to here the case of Necmettin Ercan, at the time chief of equipment department at the Directorate for Security, chiefs of police Musa Teber and Tekin Hatipoğlu, chief commissioner Nazmi Kara and the police officer Ömer Aydoğan in connection with the loss of 10 assassination guns of Beretta brand. The Hospro Company had donated these arms to the General Directorate for Security. 

In March a case was launched at Ankara Penal Court No. 1 against İbrahim Şahin, Mustafa Büyük, responsible for the equipment in training special units in Antalya, Uğur Çevik, responsible for the equipment in training special units in Gölbaşı, Lütfü Eraslan, director of the department for operations, chief of police Şemsettin Canpolat, Sezai Boran, chair of the Commission for Register and Control and the commission members Niyazi Pek, Arif Yıldız, Hasan Kozan and Ali Durmuş. The defendants should be sentenced to imprisonment between 3 months and 3 years for misconduct of duty in connection with the loss of arms that had been donated by the Hospro Company. 

During the hearing of 4 May Lütfü Eraslan said that he had led a course for training special units in Antalya. The material had been sent according to an agreement between Israel and Turkey. Israeli trainers had opened the boxes and no list of the contents had been made. The material, which they did not need for the course, had been sent to Ankara and İbrahim Şahin might know of a list of the arms. Defendant Hasan Kozan stated that the members of the commission had not received the material and only had been asked to count it.

In the hearing of 15 June defendant Niyazi Pek stated that he had joined the commission in 1994. They had located some material in Gölbaşı, but had not received any arms or material before. The other defendants testified similarly. 

In the hearing of 9 July İbrahim Şahin testified. He said that arms from abroad had not been given to them, but the department for equipment. He maintained that none of the arms handed over to them had gone missing. In the hearing of 6 October both cases (10 defendants at Ankara Penal Court No. 1 and 5 defendants at Ankara Penal Court No. 6) were combined and Court No. 6 was defined as the court to hear the case/s. The trial did not conclude in 1999.

Connected Cases

On 5 March a trial against 4 people in connection with an attack on the chairman of ANAP, Mesut Yılmaz in Hungary on 24 November 1996 (shortly after the Susurluk accident) ended in acquittal. The defendants Ziya Korkut, Veysel Özerdem and Aydın İpekli were acquitted because of lack of evidence and the case against İsmail Koçkaya was dropped, because the act had been committed abroad, the sentence was less than 3 years’ imprisonment and Mesut Yılmaz had withdrawn his complaint.

On 11 March the 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation confirmed the acquittal of Hanefi Avcı, former deputy chief of the intelligence department in the Directorate for Security. On 15 July 1998 Ankara SSC hahd acquitted him of charges of disclosing secret information by revealing phone numbers of MİT. 

One of the defendants in the Susurluk case, Yaşar Öz, said on 22 March in a separate trial against him at Istanbul SSC on charges of drug that the State had used them in important operations and he had done his best. Mehmet Ağar had asked them for such favor in the name of important people in the hierarchy. The trial concluded on 9 April. Öz was sentenced to 7 years, 6 months’ imprisonment.

The case against Yaşar Öz in connection with the killing of the businessmen Savaş Buldan, Hacı Karay and Adnan Yıldırım, whose corpses had been found in Yığılca district of Bolu on 4 June 1994, continued throughout the year. On 21 May Düzce Criminal Court decided to release the defendants.

In the case on the murder of Ömer Lütfü Topal, known as the king of gambling casinos, in İstanbul Sarıyer on 28 July 1996 held at Beyoğlu Criminal Court No. 1 no important development was noted in 1999. The defendants in this trial were: Haluk Kırcı, Oğuz Yorulmaz, Ayhan Çarkın, Ercan Ersoy, Mustafa Altunok, Sami Hoştan, Ali Fevzi Bir and Serdar Özdağ. 

The case in connection with the bomb attack of 16 March 1978 at İstanbul University that resulted in the deaths of 7 and injury of 41 students went into a deadlock as a result of the Susurluk Report. In this case İstanbul Criminal Court No. 6 heard charges against Latif Aktı, Özgün Koç and Mustafa Doğan. In the hearing of 1 March the sub-plaintiff’s lawyer alleged that a secret passage of 11 pages in the Susurluk Report included claims that Mustafa Doğan had participated in the coup in Azerbaijan and asked the court to get a copy of it. The court agreed, but was unable to get a copy of the report.

Following the detention of Ünal Osmanağaoğlu on 9 April the case against him, Aydın Eryılmaz, Abdülsamet Karakuş and İsmet Koçak Nisan in connection with the killing of DİSK President Kemal Türkler on 22 July 1980 continued at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 2 throughout 1999. Osmanağaoğlu was charged under Article 149/2 TPC with causing the death of a person by agitating the people. The charges required the death penalty. The defendant appeared in court for the first time on 8 June. Osmanağaoğlu said that he had not killed Kemal Türkler and only knew Abdullah Çatlı by name. When he had heard that he was wanted in connection with the Bahçelievler massacre he had gone abroad in 1979. He had returned with the passport of his brother Tamer Osmanağaoğlu. He also claimed that he did not know the other defendants Aydın Eryılmaz, Abdülsamet Karakuş and İsmet Koçak.

The court asked for the file of the main MHP-trial hoping to get hold of testimonies of Haluk Kırcı, Mikail Şimşek and Avni Musulluluoğlu, who reportedly had made statements on Osmanağaoğlu. But the court did not succeed in getting the file from Ankara. In the hearing of 28 September the court quoted from a letter of Mehmet Rauf Ertürk, who alleged that Celal Adan (
) had conducted the murder and Osmanağaoğlu had admitted to it, because he was a relative of Adan. The trial was not concluded in 1999. 

The Yüksekova Cases

In September 1996 in a car in Yüksekova district (Hakkari). The subsequent investigation revealed information on “killings by unknown assailants, murder under torture, kidnapping and smuggling”. The court cases that were opened as a result of it continued in 1999.

The “Gang” Case

Diyarbakir SSC No. 4 started a trial against 14 people, the so-called Yüksekova gang, mainly uncovered by statements of the confessor militant Kahraman Bilgiç. The trial did not conclude in 1999. Kahraman Bilgiç was the only defendant under remand. On 18 November the court lifted the ban on leaving the country for Major Hamdi Poyraz. The case was adjourned to 27 January 2000. The defendants in this trial were: Kahraman Bilgiç, Hamdi Poyraz, former commander of the mountain squad in Hakkari, Mehmet Emin Yurdakul, former commander of the gendarmerie in Yüksekova, lieutenant Nihat Yiğiter, NOC Bülent Yetüd, sergeant Ali Kurtoğlu, Ali İhsan Zeydan, Mayor of Yüksekova, Oğuz Baygüneş, employed at the municipality, Enver Çırak, special team member, İsmet Ölmez, chief of the village guards from the Kaşuran tribe, the village guards Kemal Ölmez and Hasan Öztunç and Mustafa Koca, Director of the Institute for Meat and Fish. The charges included the formation of a criminal gang (Article 313), destruction and robbery (Article 495/1) and drugs and arms smuggling (Article 403 TPC). 

The Yüksekova Case

Hakkari Criminal Court continued to hear the case against Mehmet Emin Yurdakul, Kahraman Bilgiç and Nihat Yiğiter in connection with the killing under torture of businessman Abdullah Canan, Şemsettin Yurtseven, Mikdat Özeken and Münir Sarıtaş in 1995. During the hearing on 15 July the written testimony of Major Kanber Oğur was read out. He stated that he had seen Mr. Canan and the villagers at the hands of soldiers. The public prosecutor, the district governor and he had been “exiled”, when they tried to investigate the killings.

On 12 December the trial concluded. All defendants were acquitted, since the act of killing could not be determined. The reasoned verdict also stated that the corpses of the villagers had not been found and might still be alive. It was also noted that Major Kanber Oğur had withdrawn his testimony. 
The Necip Baskın Case

In April the Court of Cassation concluded the review on the case related to the kidnapping of Necip Baskın. The court confirmed the sentence for Kahraman Bilgiç (12.5 years’ imprisonment), but quashed the sentences for the special team member Fatih Özhan, Yusuf Azmi Aydın, Abdülkadir Bayram, the village guards Abdülkerim Özcük, Osman Özpazar, Necmettin Hazeyi, Mehmet Emin Ergen and Osman Ergen (they had been sentenced to 14 years, 7 months’ imprisonment each). Diyarbakır SSC No. 1 that had passed the verdict on 17 September 1998 had to hear the case again. The second verdict was announced on 29 December. Only special team member Fatih Özhan was sentenced to 16 years, 8 months’ imprisonment. The other defendants were acquitted. 

� Tarık Ümit “disappeared” in 1995. His daughters opened a case after his car was found near Silivri. They wanted a decision that their father was presumably dead, but the court rejected this demand in April that year stating that there was not sufficient evidence.


� Kırcı had first been detained on 25 January 1996 when he was playing in a pub in İstanbul Bahçelievler. On 31 January 1996 he was taken from the department for murder to the department to fight terrorism. On 1 February the public prosecutor in Küçükçekmece ordered to prolong detention until the notification of the verdict arrived. Kırcı had been sentenced to death seven times. The same night Kırcı escaped. In connection with the escape the police officers Servet Atan, Cevat Yanar and Nihat Demiray were tried, but acquitted. 


� 17 January 1999/daily Hürriyet /Uğur Dündar


� Major Cem Ersever, an important figure of the special gendarmerie intelligence unit JİTEM, disappeared in November 1993. He, Mustafa Deniz and Neval Boz were found dead near Ankara on 5 November 1993. . Kutlu Savaş said in the report on Susurluk the following about this case:


“One of the unsolved cases is the killing of Cem Ersever. According to the secret service MİT Hanefi Avcı called Mahmut Yıldırım and told him that Cem Ersever had to be liquidated. Later Mustafa Deniz and Neval Boz (wife of Ersever) were also handed over to the death squad.


� The immunity of the MPs Mehmet Ağar (independent-Elazığ) and Sedat Bucak (DYP-Şanlıurfa) was lifted on 11 December 1997 and sat on the bench of defendants for some time. However, after the 18 April election they became deputies again and the trial against them was stopped. 


� Celal Adan, meanhwile DYP Chairman for Istanbul province had been accsued of providing intelligence for the murder of Kemal Türker. Ankara Military Court had included him in the main trial against MHP, but acquitted him for lack of evidence. Celal Adan became deputy in the elections of 18 April. 








