8. The Freedom to Assembly

The harsh attitude of the uniformed forces against actions for more democracy such as demonstrations and meetings did not change in 1999. In particular actions in the region under a state of emergency (OHAL) and the neighboring provinces were banned before they were conducted.

Thousands of trade unionists, members of associations of the civil society and students were put on trial for having violated the Law No. 2911 on Meetings and Demonstrations. Even students, who protested against the fact that the lessons did not take place, were put on trial. The public prosecutor in Gaziosmanpaşa, for instance, indicted the pupils from Atatürk Primary School, Y.T. (14), S.K. (13), G.Ü. (13), D.D. (12), E.I. (12) and G.K. (13) charging them with having violated the Law No. 2911.
On 6 October 1998 they had protested against the fact that some lessons did not take place. The first hearing of the 6 children was conducted at İstanbul Children's Court No. 1. The pupils said that some lessons were cancelled, because there were no teachers. They had decided to make a demonstration so that more teachers would be employed at school. The police had detained them and the deputy director had chosen them among the demonstrators. The case did not conclude in 2000.
a) World Women's Day

The demonstrations in İzmir, Kocaeli and İstanbul on 8 March World Women's Day resulted in incidents. The police used force to disperse the crowd and detained many people. In İzmir the police intervened when female HADEP members wanted to demonstrate in Kadifekale quarter. They detained 241 HADEP members including the chairman for İzmir province, Ali Yavuz.

In Kocaeli the police detained 18 people during a demonstration organized by KESK in 6 March. On 7 March the detainees were taken to court and the police intervened in the crowd that had assembled in front of the court hall. The police detained 180 people including the trade unionists Bedriye Yıldızeli, Nihat Değer and Çetin Güzel (EMEP) and Dursun Sevim (ÖDP). 
The governor of Balıkesir did not allow activities for 8 March. 

On 5 March the police in Zonguldak detained the trade unionists Aliye Uzunovalı, Yavuz Aydın, Metin Özçelik, Mustafa Bacı (all from Eğitim-Sen), Necdet Özsaygı and Şükran Sümer (HRA), Aliye Erdaş and Nazlı Bahadir (SES), while they were distributing leaflets on World Women's Day. They were taken to court on 6 March and remanded on charges that the leaflets contained separatist propaganda. 
On 8 March the police blocked the entrance to the offices of the political parties ÖDP, SİP, EMEL and HADEP in Kadıköy (İstanbul) and detained 26 people including the candidates for the general elections, Can Hasanoğlu (ÖDP) and Aysel İçil (SİP). The police intervened in a demonstration held in Şirinevler (İstanbul) and detained some 100 women, mostly members of HADEP.

On 10 May İstanbul SSC started to hear the case of 14 students, 3 of them under arrest, charged with supporting the PKK under Article 169 TPC. They had been detained on 8 March, when they put up posters on World Women's Day in the canteen of the Literature Faculty at İstanbul University. The students Evin Kum, Öznur Bulmuş and Ebru Sungun were released. 
The governor in Diyarbakır started an investigation against 71 teachers, who had carried banners saying, „A free woman is one that leads a free life“ on 8 March World Women's Day. The teachers testified on 25 June.  Saying that the 8th of March was a universal day and in order to express themselves the day was being celebrated all over the world.
Medeni Alpkaya, from the board of the teachers' union Eğitim-Sen in Diyarbakır, said: „Although actions were held at all schools on that day only teachers from the Fatih Lyceum (27) and Anatolian Technical and Professional Lyceum (13) and from Birlik Lyceum (31) were subjected to an investigation. Many court cases have been opened against hundreds of our members. Most have resulted in acquittal or decisions not to prosecute and although most administrative investigations resulted in dropping the charges the administration is continuing its repressive policy.“
b) Newroz Feast

1999 witnessed an increase in the attempt to turn the Newroz (Nevruz) Feast into an official celebration. The Ministry of the Interior prepared a detailed plan on how to conduct the Nevruz celebrations and in particular soldiers in the OHAL region made efforts to implement this plan.

The Ministry of Interior ordered that buses and shops in the city centers should be decorated with symbols of Nevruz and books, brochures, posters, cards and calendars on the event should be widely distributed. The circular asked that scientists familiar with the subject should hold conferences between 18 and 21 March. Local radio and TV stations should broadcast speeches on the subject. Between 1 and 21 March articles should be send to the newspapers. During activities on the day the colors yellow, red and green should be used and it should be stressed that these were Turkish colors. Parliamentarians, journalists, TV teams and representatives of other international organizations, likely to come to the East and Southeast of Turkey to follow the celebrations should be informed in order to prevent biased reporting after their return. It was announced in advance that the Press Office would distribute news that the Nevruz celebrations in the South and Southeast passed in tranquility and peace.
On the other hand the pressure on political parties, trade unions and democratic organizations increased during the time before Newroz, just like in the years before.

On 18 March the police intervened, when students tried to celebrate Newroz on the campus of the Aegean University in İzmir. Among the detained 59 students Serdar Sarıtaş, Sinan Aras, Cennet Serçe and former Ülkede Gündem reporter Nihat Çelik were remanded on 19 March.
On 18 March the police stormed the Newroz celebration in a special course of students in Diyarbakır and detained 36 people including the director İbrahim Oğuz and the teacher Burhanettin Varolgüneş.
The governor in Ankara banned the meeting of the TMMOB Chamber of Machine Engineers organized for the 20th of March under the title of „Student Members' Council 99“ because it was scheduled close to Newroz.

In İstanbul the police raided many culture centers, associations and offices of HADEP for the province and district on 18 and 19 March. During the raid the police detained 7 people in the HADEP office for the province and 250 people in the districts' offices. During the raids on the MKM, the journals „Azadiya Welat“, „Özgür Gelecek“, Nazım Culture House, İdil Culture Center, Tohum Culture Center, Culture Center „Let 100 Flowers Blossom“, Evrensel Culture Center and the center for junior lawyers with İstanbul Bar Association many people were detained including Cevriye Aydın Eftelioğlu, Arzu Dağlaroğlu, Hüseyin Zülfikar (all EMEP), and the Evrensel reporter Muzaffer Özkurt. 
On demand of İstanbul Chief of Police, Hasan Özdemir, 2000 police officers were send from the surrounding provinces and 500 from Ankara to deal with the Newroz demonstrations in İstanbul.
The Hürriyet reporter Nurettin Kurt, who had come to Kızıltepe (Mardin) in order to cover the Newroz celebrations, was taken out of his hotel and send back to Mardin. At Mardin Police HQ the officers interrogated him on the purpose of his trip. He was deported on the grounds that he had entered Kızıltepe without permission.

In many provinces and districts of the OHAL region only official celebrations were allowed.

The HRA issued a report on detentions during Newroz celebrations stating that 8,174 people had been detained. The numbers of detentions in the provinces were:
İstanbul: 2,459, Diyarbakır: 4,000, Adıyaman: 130, Malatya: 6, Şanlıurfa: 200, Siirt: 29, Gaziantep: 500, Batman: 200, Muş: 10, Ankara: 250, Van: 100, Balıkesir: 30, Tokat: 10, Adana: 100, İzmir: 100, Mersin: 50. 
The General Directorate for Security presented the following figures on detention during Newroz celebrations: İstanbul 1,695, Diyarbakır 300, Şanlıurfa 120, Van 113, Gaziantep 61, İçel 54, Konya 47, Ankara 39, Tekirdağ 31, Adana 8, Kırşehir 6. For the detentions in İstanbul the police declared that 133 persons had been detained during general controls, 409 during raids on offices of trade unions, associations and organizations and the remaining persons had been detained during celebrations of Newroz. Shortly afterwards 400 of them had been released.  
In Adana 10 journalists from Germany, one of them being of Turkish origin, who had to come to observe the Newroz celebrations, were detained on 21 March on charges of making propaganda for the PKK. The prosecutor declared himself not responsible and the journalists were deported after appearing at Adana SSC on 22 March.
Eren Keskin, chairwoman of the HRA in İstanbul declared that during 24 separate celebrations of Newroz in İstanbul a total of 195 persons had been wounded by beatings and 11 persons had been wounded by shots. She added that many place had been raided before Newroz and on 21 March another 8 institutions had been raided. Despite applications none of the celebrations the governor had not permitted any celebrations. 

Cemal Kılıklı, chairman of HADEP in Tuzla district, alleged that the 54 people, members of HADEP and the trade union Deri-İş had been tortured in detention at Tuzla Gendarmerie Station. Ten of them had received reports certifying torture.
The 8th Chamber of the Court of Cassation quashed the verdict of Diyarbakır SSC No. 3 against the Italian journalist Frisullo Damiano Giovanni. Diyarbakır SSC No. 3 had sentenced him to one year's imprisonment after his participation in the Newroz celebration 1998. The Court of Cassation ruled that he should not be charged with having made propaganda for the PKK, but with having incited the people to hatred and enmity according to Article 312 TPC, which would require a higher sentence than the offence of propaganda. The retrial started on 27 April, but did not conclude in 1999.
c) 1 May International Labor Day

On 21 April the police in Ankara detained the EMEP members Yakup Aslandoğan, Mehmet Bircan, Ali Karataş, Zeynel Kuzucu, Emre Güzelcan, Seval İnceoğlu, Koray Demir and Serdar Altınsoy, when they were putting up posters for 1 May. On 24 April the police in Ankara detained the EMEP members Emre Doğan, Devrim Kabasakal, Ömer Özcanlı, Meral Ökçün, Murat Arman, Şirin Doğan and Rüstem Kahraman during s similar action. After release the detainees alleged to have been tortured. Şirin Doğan, chairwoman of the EMEP in Yenimahalle quarter, filed an official complaint against the police officers on 4 May.

Following an order of confiscation for the 1 May posters of the People's Houses (Halkevleri) by İstanbul-Beyoğlu Judicial Court the police in Turkey raided all People's Houses in Turkey on 26 April. On 28 April the police in İzmir raided the offices of the journals „Özgür Gelecek“, „Özgür Halk“, „Azadiya Welat“, Arts Center „Mart-Ekin“, the paper „Halkın Günlüğü“, Evrensel Culture Center, MKM, the daily „Evrensel“ and the paper „Atılım“. During the raid on the MKM Beyaz Emektar and Ozan Cezmi Yalçınkaya were detained. İshak Benek was detained in the offices of „Özgür Halk“. Reportedly a total of 60 people were detained in İzmir prior to 1 May. Later 40 people were released. The remaining 20 people were taken to İzmir SSC on charges of activities for the DHKP/C. 
On 27 April the distributors for a special edition of the journal „Kızıl Bayrak“ Dilşat Koyuncu, Dinçer Mendillioğlu, Özdal Akyaşar, Hüseyin Bozdağ and Cevat Aksu were detained in İstanbul. On the same day the police in İstanbul detained 7 people, who put up posters for SİP in Kadıköy, Karaköy, Kartal and Mustafakemal quarters of İstanbul.
The Nationalist Action Party (MHP) took an interesting decision. In order to avoid incidents as the ones in 1998 (see the 1998 report of the HRFT) MHP decided to keep their offices closed on 1 May. 
In Ankara, İstanbul and İzmir the 1st of May was celebrated by meetings organized by the trade union confederations DİSK and KESK. The confederation Türk-İş did not participate, but some of its member unions did. The confederation Hak-İş preferred to conduct an indoor-meeting with the participation of chairpersons from their member unions.
In İstanbul the demonstrators marched to Taksim Square led by officials from the trade unions. They left a black wreath at the monument on Taksim Square and moved towards Kazancı Yokuşu, where they left flowers in commemoration of the 34 workers, who had been killed there on 1 May 1997. Another demonstration was held on the Abide-i Hürriyet Square in Şişli. Some masked men with long-rifled guns watched the demonstration from bridges and buildings and a helicopter controlled the demonstration from the air. At various points the police conducted body searches. The police estimated that 20,000 people participated in this demonstration.
It was observed that illegal left-wing groups such as MLKP, TİKKO and TİKB preferred to participate under banners of legal parties or banners of legal journals. The General Directorate for Security declared that 266 were detained in İstanbul. A total of 8,250 police officers had been on duty at the meeting place, as well as 250 gendarmerie soldiers. The total of civil servants on duty was reported to be 25,314.

No permission was given for 1 May demonstrations in Diyarbakır. Among the people, who gathered in Dağkapı quarter the trade unionists Hüseyin Bayrak (SES), Hasan Soysal, Hanifi Işık (HRA representative), Cemal Koçer (HADEP), Muhsin Uyanık, Yaşar Türk, Vahdettin Kılıç, Abdurrahman Zorlu, Mahmut Aktanış, Fuat Kumrul, Medeni Alpkaya, Hafit Balen, Gülay Bora, Ayhan Kaplan, Mehmet Bakır, Ayşe Avcı and Songül Aytekin were detained. 
In Adıyaman the police dispersed the demonstrators under beatings. 20 persons were injured and 47 persons were detained. Çetin Taş (broken ribs), Mustafa Altın and Saime Altın had to be taken to hospital.
In Barbaros quarter of Adana the police dispersed the crowd by shooting into the air. Several people were detained and interrogated by the political police. Among them 7 were taken to court on 5 May. The court ordered the release of 3 of them, while Bayram Özer, Besim Öztaş, Yılmaz Bahadır and Zülküf Özdamar were remanded.  
Mehmet Mutlu, Ahmet Turan and Mustafa Pektaş, who had been detained on Taksim Square during the 1 May demonstrations, were remanded on 5 May.
d) Actions by KESK 

The meeting organized by the confederation of trade unions in the public sector (KESK) held in Ankara in 13 February in protest at the pressure and exiling of civil servants passed without any incident. The four students, who had been detained prior to the meeting on accusations of carrying a banner, were released after a short time.
On 16 June KESK organized a number of actions against the government's plans to increase the wages of civil servants by a very small margin. In Mersin, Diyarbakır and Antep the police dispersed the demonstrators using force. In Mersin the police stopped the march. The demonstrators protested by a sit-in. The police detained 20 people under beatings including Siyami Erdem, chairman of KESK. The detainees were released in the evening. In Gaziantep the demonstrators gathered in front of the Atatürk Monument. The police intervened and detained some 100 people including the trade unionists Turgut Darıca, Hanifi Bozgan, Hanifi Kocaaslan, Ömer Yılmaz, Şaban Pala, Mehdi Resul Doğan and Rıdvan Özer (HADEP). In Diyarbakır the police dispersed a crowd of 400 demonstrators using force. 
During another round of protests at the small increase of wages the governors in Diyarbakır, Urfa and Batman did not allow any actions planned for 26 June. Finally the OHAL governor banned any protest actions against the budget for the year 2000 in the OHAL area and neighboring provinces. The decision of the OHAL Governor's Office dated 8 November 1999 and numbered 2013 was sent to all provincial and district governors stating that any kind of gathering, meeting and demonstration of trade unions against the small increase in wages was forbidden in the region under a state of emergency and neighboring provinces.
İstanbul Governor's Office sent warnings to the district governors and some official institutions listing the kind of actions KESK was planning for December and asked for intelligence information, the necessary measures against illegal activities and the implementation of ministerial decree 8.02.0.PEG.0.12.383.28199 of 10 December 1999 to make sure that the civil servants would not leave work. 
The meetings planned by KESK for 20 November in protest at the Budget 2000 were not allowed in Diyarbakır, Muş, Tunceli, Kayseri and Muğla.
Another round of action against the small increase in wages of 15% was conducted on 23 December. In most places the demonstrations passed without any serious incident. In Mersin, however, the civil servants were dispersed under force. The police dispersed a crowd in front of the state hospital under beatings and detained some 100 protesters. The teachers Seher Altun and Necdet Yıldırım were among the detainees. Allegedly police dogs bit some teachers. During the demonstrations in Kayseri the civil servants Tahsin Yılmaz and Melek Sima Alp were detained. 
During demonstrations organized by the trade union of workers in the social and health sector (SES) in protest at the small increase of wages the police in Diyarbakır intervened on 15 January and detained some 20 trade unionists including Münevver Can, Muhsin Uyanık, Süleyman Akın, Raife Alkış, Celal Yoldaş, Ayten Tekeş, Yıldız Ok, Ayşe Avcı, Hürmet Tantekin, Deniz Çetin, Lokman Üren, Murta Yoldaş, Kadri Gülmez, Abidin Elçi, Baki Kazmacı, Veysi Ayüs and two persons by the first names of Emine and Mehmet.
In Mersin several representatives of trade unions wanted to announce a press statement and distribute leaflets on 14 July with the aim that the government withdrew the draft bill on social security. The police detained 17 out of 50 protesters including the trade unionists Ali Rıza Özer, Yılmaz Bozkurt and Hüseyin Aral. They were released without appearing in front of a prosecutor.
The Democracy Platform in İskenderun wanted to stage the same protest on 16 August. The police attacked the protesters and detained 5 people.

On 4 December Tekin Araç, chairman of the Ankara branch of the trade union Tüm Bel-Sen, held a press conference stating that 5 members of his union had been sacked because they had distributed leaflets without asking for permission and had termed the administration of the company EGO as „terrorists and repressive“.
On 11 January Kadıköy Penal Court No. 4 acquitted 6 trade unionists including Alaaddin Dinçer from the teachers' union Eğitim-Sen from charges of having staged an illegal demonstration in İstanbul-Kadıköy on 24 November 1998 (Teachers' Day).

Further Court Cases

On 15 January Elazığ Criminal Court No. 2 started to hear the case of Resul Alınak and Mehmet Çakan, chairman and secretary of the trade union Eğitim-Sen in Elazığ in connection with the „Union and Solidarity Night“ organized by the trade union on 7 December 1998. The charges were related to the fact that Kurdish songs had been sung during the event.
The prosecutor at Ankara SSC started an investigation against the board members of Eğitim-Sen on the assumption that the text sent to the branches in order to be read out during „Teachers' Day“ contained separatist propaganda. The investigation resulted in a decision not to prosecute anyone.

On 15 March Ankara SSC passed the verdict on Kemal Bal, chairman of Eğitim-Sen and the members of the executive committee in connection with a booklet on the results of the „Democratic Education Council“ held between 2 and 6 February 1998. The charges related to the passage on „Right to Education in the Mother Tongue“, which allegedly contained separatist propaganda. Ankara SSC acquitted the defendants Kemal Bal, Erol Savumlu, Necati Akpınar, Nurşen Girgin, Müslüm Şahin, Alper Öztürk, Asuman Edalı, Cemal Ünlü and Başyürek Altun and lifted the order of confiscation for the booklet.
In a separate trial Ankara SSC had convicted executives of Eğitim-Sen in connection with the poster on the right to education in the mother tongue. On 10 December 1997 Ankara SSC had sentenced the defendants to 16 months' imprisonment and fines of TL 3 billion each. The 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation quashed the verdict criticizing the fact that the verdict had been established without looking at the content of the posters and that the fines had been imposed without regarding legal changes. The retrial at Ankara SSC concluded in May. Ankara SSC acquitted the defendants.

In April Filiz Yıldırım, chairwoman of the Sivas branch of Eğitim-Sen, was acquitted from charges relating to a press conference on 3 November 1998, where she had spoken as the representative of KESK Sivas branches' platform on the anniversary of the Susurluk accident.

The teacher and trade unionist İlknur Birol was released from prison on 19 April. She had been imprisoned since 24 November 1998, serving a sentence of 1 year's imprisonment imposed on her by İstanbul SSC for the words „They make bloody killers Minister of Justice“ during the Meeting on Freedom and Democracy in İstanbul on 13 April 1996.
In January Muş Penal Court concluded the trial against Zülküf Yıldırım, Enerji Yapı-Yol Sen, Sedat Ataman, SES, Necmettin Arslan, Tüm Yargı-Sen, Veysel Nahir, Haber-Sen and Mehmet İpek from the trade union Eğitim-Sen. They were convicted of having violated the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations by holding a press conference on 14 March 1998. Muş Penal Court sentenced them to 15 months' imprisonment and a fine of TL 1 million. The sentences were later suspended.
At the beginning of February Kayseri Penal Court acquitted the chairpersons of the branches of KESK in line with the decision of the Court of Cassation. On 17 October 1995 the trade unions affiliated with KESK had conducted a demonstration. Kayseri Penal Court had sentenced the chairpersons to 18 months' imprisonment. The Court of Cassation had quashed the decision stating that it was the democratic right of trade unions to conduct demonstrations.
The General Directorate for Roads launched a case demanding compensation from 81 civil servants at the gates to the Bosphorus Bridge, because they had conducted a slow work action on 6 March 1998 in protest at the Law on Trade Unions for Civil Servants.

On 19 May Antalya Penal Court No. 2 concluded the case against Kadir Zeybek, Eğitim-Sen, Harun Sarıkay, Tarım Gıda-Sen, Türker Özdemir, Haber-Sen, and Ali Keleş, Enerji-Yapı-Yol. They had been tried for holding a press conference on 6 February in connection with the savings fund and the practices against civil servants in the OHAL region. The charges were based on having violated the Law in Demonstrations and Meetings. 
On 7 June Urfa Penal Court No. 2 concluded the case against Süleyman Sili, Tarım Gıda-Sen, Kadri Gönüllü, SES, Şeyhmus Çakırtaş, Eğitim-Sen and Mehmet Ateş, Enerji-Yapı-Yol. They were on trial for having organized a campaign to collect signatures for the release of imprisoned trade unionists. Süleyman Sili, Kadri Gönüllü and Şeyhmus Çakırtaş had been arrested during a hunger strike in protest at the pressure on HAEDEP in 8 December 1998. They had remained in prison until 4 March. The signatures were collected asking for the withdrawal of the sentences and payment of wages during the time of imprisonment. Urfa Penal Court No. 2 acquitted the organizers of the signature campaign.
On 1 June 45 people including the trade unionists Cahit Aras and Kevser Özkan, on trial on charges of having violated the Law in Demonstrations and Meetings on 11 June 1998, were acquitted.

The governor in Diyarbakır punished 60 civil servants by cutting their wages by 1/15 for their participation in the „Meeting on Economic and Democratic Rights“ organized by KESK on 13 February.

On 9 June Eskişehir Penal Court No. 2 acquitted trade unionists and politicians, who had been on trial for demanding the basic education free of charge in a press conference they held in front of the National Directorate for Education in Eskişehir on 6 June 1997. This was a retrial on charges of having violated the Law on Demonstrations and Meetings. In the first round Eskişehir Penal Court No. 2 had sentenced the defendants Şükür Öztürk, Eğitim-Sen, Mevlüt Fındık, SES, Kenan Ög, Tüm Maliye-Sen, Metin Tezerer, Şeker-İş, Ahmet Yıldız, EMEP and Hamza Abay, HADEP, to 15 months' imprisonment but the Court of Cassation had quashed the verdict.
On 23 December Ankara Penal Court No. 12 acquitted Siyami Erdem, chairman of KESK and 6 board members from charges of having conducted an illegal demonstration by staging a demonstration in Ankara at a time, when the GNAT reviewed the draft bill on trade unions of people working the public sector.

e) Other Actions and Court Cases

“The Pen Gang ”

On 22 December the 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation confirmed the sentences of students, who had put up a banner against the fees of students in parliament and who had been convicted as members of an illegal organization. The Court also confirmed the acquittal of 3 students. 

The trial had concluded at Ankara SSC on 9 November 1998. The Court had sentenced Ahmet Aşkın Doğan, Bülent Karakaş, Özgür Tüfekçi, Metin Murat Kalyoncugil and Ulaş Doğu Atlı to 8 years’ and 10 months’ imprisonment and a fine of TL 916 million. Elif Kahyaoğlu, Deniz Kartal and Mahmut Yılmaz had been sentenced to 30 months’ imprisonment and the same fine, while Nurdan Bayşahan had been sentenced to 10 months’ imprisonment and half the fine. The Court had acquitted Mustafa Coşar, Menderes Tutuş and İlker Durmuş.

On 29 February 1996 the students had opened a banner against the university fees in parliament. The first trial at Ankara SSC on charges of an illegal action and membership of an illegal organization concluded on 6 December 1996. The sentences of the students totaled 96 years’ imprisonment. On 18 March 1998 the Court of Cassation had quashed the sentence.

When the Court of Cassation confirmed the second verdict students held a protest demonstration in Ankara on 22 December. In connection with an earlier demonstration on 17 December 1997 the students İbrahim Güllü and Murat Akyıldız had been tried at Ankara SSC. On 14 April Ankara SSC sentenced İbrahim Güllü to 10 years’, 10 months’ imprisonment and Murat Akyıldız to 30 months’ imprisonment. The Court of Cassation confirmed these sentences on 30 December.

Ankara Penal Court No. 13 continued to hear the case of 44 students charged in connection with a demonstration held on 18 March 1998. The case did not conclude in 1999. 

Protests against Clinton

On 15 November the police in Ankara prevented a demonstration against the visit of US President Bill Clinton to Turkey. A group of some 200 people including members of the HRA, ÖDP, EMEP, SİP, the 68’ers Foundation, and trade unions from KESK had gathered in Güvenpark (Kızılay). The police used panzers and truncheons to disperse the crowd and detained 116 people including Lütfi Demirkapı, chairman of the Ankara branch of the HRA.

113 of the detainees were taken to the public prosecutor on 16 November. The prosecutor charged with staging an illegal demonstration. Ankara Penal Court No. 24 started to hear the case on the same day and ordered the release of the defendants to be tried without arrest.

The defendants were acquitted after the hearing held on 10 December.

In Bursa members of several organizations wanted to hold a press conference on 15 November. The governor banned the press conference with reference to the earthquake. In Ceyhan district (Adana) the EMEP members Hüseyin Muhacir and Halil Yağcı were detained on 15 November, when they tried to put up posters against the IMF and Clinton (boss of the NATO). Eskişehir Penal Court No. 2 banned these posters. Based on this decision police officers in İzmir and Adana went to the offices of EMEP and seized the posters. The offices of EMEP in Elazığ were raided on 16 November on the grounds that these posters were found there.

On 18 November the police in İstanbul used force to disperse three different demonstrations and detained 85 people. In İstiklal Alley members of SİP staged a demonstration and met with harsh treatment by the police, who detained many of them. Some 100 members of ÖDP had gathered at the landing stage in Kadıköy. The police hindered them to stage a protest and detained many demonstrators including Recep Yılbaşı, Filiz Koçali, Meriç Eyüpoğlu and Hasan San. On the Barbaros Boulevard in Beşiktaş some 30 students had gathered. The police detained 20 of them.

The organizing committee for the festival “Peace and Brotherhood” held in Adana on 5 September 1996 in connection with World Peace Day was tried at Adana SSC. On 16 February the Court sentenced Gülabi Köseoğlu, Hasan Çakmak (Eğitim-Sen), Mehmet Dağdoğan (EMEP), Arif Atalay, Mustafa Karabulut ((HADEP) Hasan Sönmez (ÖDP) and İbrahim Yakut (Petrol-İş) to one year’s imprisonment and a fine of TL 4.2 billion. 

On 17 May 1996 representatives of various organizations and students had organized a press conference on the occasion of forwarding the results if the First Alternative Education Council to the Ministry for National Education. 130 people were tried at Ankara Penal Court No. 10 and 53 of them were sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment. The names of the convicts in the verdict of 5 November were given as: 

Naciye Erkol (HRA), Müjdat Albak, Sultan Çoban, Evren Onur, Mahir Tümkaya, Ayhan Yamalı, Musa Ulusoylu, Star Keser, Hacı Çoban (Tüm Yargı-Sen), Okan Çelik, İsmail Erkan, Asiye Tuna Arıgüç, Mehmet Karaaslan, Abidin Dilek, Tekin Doğan, Songül Akkaya, Hasan Erşahin, Yılmaz Korkmaz, Evrim Dündar, Nurten Güler, Tarık Özbek, Macit Şahinbaş, Mehmet Çetin, Kubilay Bozkurt, Cemal Arat, Emre Gürkan, Hasan Polat, İsa Atabay, Eylem Taşdemir, Eylem Aksu, Ziya Şahinbaş, Cüneyt Sezer, İlke Işık, Nesrin Ökçe, Cengiz Coşkun, Devrim Çoban, Dersim Devrim Yeşiltepe, Mustafa Aygün, Hikmet Erbilgin, Aslan Kılıç, Sevil Aracı, Ersan Ersoy, Servet Davut, Hanife Şahin, Ahmet Açan, Filiz Çelebi, Aynur Gülmez, Songül Dilek, Burç Özdenmez, Tülay Albak, Haldun Açıksözlü, Ali Naki Gündoğdu and Mustafa Hayta. 

The sentences of Eylem Taşgın, Çiğdemal Yıldırım, Halil Yıldız, Dönsel Umacı, Cengiz Gümüş, Elif Bali and Sevda Uğurlu were commuted to fines, since they were minors on the date of the “offence”. 

Activities for 1 September World Peace Day were cancelled because of the earthquake on 17 August. The police in İstanbul prevented EMEP from holding a press conference and detained Cevriye Aydın, chairwoman for the province and the executive members Seyit Aslan and Düzgün Buluç. 

On 6 November protests were staged at various universities on the anniversary of the foundation of the Council for Higher Education (YÖK). On the campus of İstanbul University the police detained 20 students. In the afternoon Muslim students gathered at the same place and the police detained 6 students. The total number of detentions in İstanbul was reported to be 147. The prosecutor released 85 of them. The governor in İstanbul banned a demonstration to be held on Abide-I Hürriyet Square in Şişli. Students organized a protest against this in front of the book fair in Beyoğlu. The police detained many of them and Alaattin Dinçer, executive of Eğitim-Sen, under beatings. Reportedly the police used pepper gas in the buses and beat the detainees, who were released the next day.

In Diyarbakır the police prevented a press statement to be held on 10 December Human Rights Day. The press conference should have been held in Dağkapı Square. The police stopped those, who tried to enter the square. Some 200 people, who had entered the square, were dispersed under beatings. Some people staged a sit-in in front of the police barricade. The police beat Mehmet Eren, reporter for the journal “Roja Teze” and seized the camera of Evrensel reporter Cahit Ercan. During an attempt to hold a protest march the police bear Ali Ürküt, chairman of HADEP for the province.

On 11 December environmentalist wanted to protest the government’s attitude on nuclear power stations in Beyoğlu. The police intervened and detained 24 people. 

