4. Enforced Migration  

The practice of evacuating villages that started in the 1990s continued in 1999, but on a smaller scale. The number of completely or partly evacuated villages and hamlets in the region under a state of emergency (OHAL) and provinces, where an unofficial state of emergency was applied, was estimated to be at least 3,500 and the number of internally displaced people (IDP) was estimated to be about 3 million. The officials remained indifferent to the problems in housing, nutrition, health and education that these people were confronted with. No important step was taken in 1999 towards the solution of these problems. Projects such as the “village-town” project, developed without approval by the concerned population, were shown as the only way out of the dilemma.

4.1. Evacuation and Burning of Settlements

Here is some information on incidents in 1999:

On 11 January the Ministry of Interior deprived Uludere in Çukurca district (Hakkari) the status of a township. The settlement had been evacuated in 1996 on orders of the governor in Hakkari. Inhabitants of Uzundere staged a demonstration in Hakkari on 12 January. Some 150 people walked towards the Governor’s Office, but were stopped by the police, who detained 8 people.

Soldiers evacuated Güvenli (Xırbike) village on Nusaybin district (Mardin) on 19 January under the pretext that the population supported the PKK. The nearby İlkadım (Hebise) village was partly evacuated. Only elderly people remained in the village. Both villages had reportedly been raided in mid-January and the soldiers had beaten the villagers in order to become village guards. The inhabitants reportedly settled in Küçük and Büyükkardeş villages, close to their home villages and some moved to Kızıltepe and Nusaybin district, while some migrated to Mersin and Adana.

On 16 May soldiers raided Baharlar (Barav) village and detained the village headman Bahri Narin and some others. They asked the inhabitants to leave the village. The villagers asked for one week’s time to collect the harvest. They had to leave their homes on 23 May. 16 families reportedly settled in Dalani and Bawert villages, 5 in the center of Lice district and 10 in Diyarbakır. 

On 20 May soldiers asked the population of Kürekli (Kenisipi) in Çınar district (Diyarbakır) to leave their homes, if they did not agree to become village guards. The villagers reportedly left on 25 May.

Reports from Eruh district (Siirt) indicated that soldiers burned down the houses in Hilela (Hilla) village that had been evacuated in 1994 on the pretext that the villagers had returned without permission. Allegedly the soldiers also destroyed gardens and fields of the villagers.

Balkırı village in Kemaliye district (Erzincan) was evacuated in October. On 27 October some 100 houses were reportedly burned down. The evacuation came, when the villagers asked to resign as village guards.

Tavuklu (Xirbe Mirîşka) village in Ömerli district (Mardin) was reportedly raided on 18 and 22 November, after 15 families had returned to the village that had been evacuated in 1997. On 22 November soldiers reportedly burned houses and barns.

In June soldiers raided Hesena, Kola and Xırpagî hamlets of Kıpcak village in Lice district (Diyarbakır). The village itself had been evacuated in 1998. The soldiers accused the population in the hamlets to be responsible for some bomb explosions in the area. The villagers left their homes between 17 and 20 June, because the soldiers had asked them to go. Most of them settled in the nearby Üçadamlar (Bawerde) village and in Lice district to live with relatives.

Reports from Sevkan village in Başkale district (Van) stated that soldiers raided the village in June asking the inhabitants to leave the village, because they were supporting the PKK. Since the villagers refused the soldiers raided the village again on 28 June and, this time, forcibly evacuated the village. The villagers settled in Van and Başkale, but about 2,000 sheep and cows had to be kept in a different place.

On 5 May soldiers and village guards reportedly raided Kewşen village in Erciş district (Van) and set 12 houses on fire. The villagers had resigned as village guards about two years ago. Being accused of supporting the PKK they left the village on 25 May and settled in Erciş.

Gömeç (Huri) village in Hani district (Diyarbakır) was raided on 30 June. Soldiers asked the inhabitants to leave the place. The villagers, who refused to do so, were reportedly beaten by the soldiers, who detained 15 of them. The villagers left their place on 1 July and settled in the district center and in Kırım (Qadişt) village in Lice district. Soldiers reportedly destroyed the harvest after the evacuation.

The inhabitants of Uludere village (15 houses) and Kesendere village (9 houses) in Başkale district (Van) left their houses on 6 July. In June soldiers had accused them of supporting the PKK and asked them to leave. Some villagers settled in Işıklı village in Yüksekova district and others in Van.

In July, soldiers raided Kıralan village in Lice district (Diyarbakır) and threatened the population demanding to leave the place within a week. The villagers subsequently moved to Çalabük village. 

4.2. Further pressure on Villagers
Besides the practice of evacuation some settlements were also subjected to measures such as embargo on food or hindrance of agricultural work. Such violations were also reported in 1999. In some cases the food embargo and ban on pasturelands, mainly imposed on the grounds of providing logistic aid for the PKK, made villagers leave their homes. In August Interior Minister Sadettin Tantan answered a question tabled by DYP MP for Tunceli province, Kamer Genç stating that neither in Tunceli nor elsewhere any kind of food embargo had been registered.

Food Embargo

In June reports became pubic that a food embargo had been imposed on Hasköy, Cönek, Maran, Şexan, Anzeving, Avtariç and Zeynelli villages in Yayladere district of Bingöl province and in some 40 villages of Karakoçan district in Elazığ province. In Yayladere villages were reportedly allowed only once a week to go to the villages.

The Association for Social Help and Culture (KAYYDER) conducted a mission to the districts Karakoçan, Kığı, Adaklı, Yayladere and Yedisu in the provinces of Elazığ and Bingöl between 12 and 19 July. The delegation spoke to governors, deputy governors and mayors and published a report afterwards. The report stated that the embargo on food and other needs that had been implemented for years had reached a peak in June in the villages of the districts Kiğı, Karakoçan, Adaklı, Yayladere and Yedisu. “Yayladere the villages can only be accessed once a week. The villagers there are forced to get permission for buying their weekly needs. But since they are only allowed to buy very little, the population has reached the verge of starvation.” The report further stated that soldiers, police officers and members of special teams hindered the people to take their food home. Visitors had left the area because of this practice. Attention was drawn to the dangerous health situation, in particular since elderly people were not allowed to take their medicine to the villages. The people were afraid of their lives, education had come to a stand still, and the right to free movement and possession was seriously restricted. The delegation asked for a speedy solution.

Reports on embargo of food were also received from Hakkari, Siirt, Van, Bingöl and Diyarbakır provinces. 

Restriction on Free Movement

Reports from Bağgöze town in Eruh district (Siirt) indicated that since the end of 1998 anybody, who wanted to leave the town, had to ask the military authorities for permission. The inhabitants of the town were asked to apply to Bağgöze Gendarmerie Station; the inhabitants of the villages to the nearest gendarmerie station one day before they left. They had to state the place they would be going and the reason for their travel and the time of absence. The information was written down in a so-called “Travel-Book” and only, if there was no objection against the travel, the villagers would be issued with a travel document.

The villagers from Soylu (Deriş) village near Sürgücü town in Savur district (Mardin) reportedly had to ask for permission, of they wanted to go outside the village, sell their animals or take someone to hospital. Exceptions were left to the discretion of the commander of the gendarmerie station and, if he did not give permission, they would have to wait until the next day. One villager narrated:

“If we do not get back to the village within 8 hours, we have to stay outside. In that case we stay with our relatives, either in neighboring villages or the district center. The next day we will be interrogated at the gendarmerie station and are beaten frequently.” Reportedly visitors of relatives in that village were subjected to the same practice. In one case, Abdülhalim Emen, who on 20 September had come from Mersin to visit his mother and siblings in the village, was removed from the village after one day. The soldiers were also reported to count the animals in the village and the villagers said that they had to inform the gendarmerie station immediately if new animals were born or old ones had died.

In Hazro district (Diyarbakır) the population was kept under a curfew, because of a military operation. Following a clash on 19 January the road between Silvan and Hazro was closed for traffic. Tanks were positioned at the street to Hazro and vehicles coming from Diyarbakır were sent back and vehicles that wanted to go there were not allowed to. The inhabitants said: “Movements between the villages and the district center were forbidden. Therefore, many of us were unable to visit the graves of our relatives in Diyarbakır. We could not see our relatives in the district center and other places.”

On 10 September soldiers raided Xalidiye village in Eruh district (Siirt) and told the population that they were not allowed to leave the village. One villager reported: “The soldiers told us that they had seen terrorists entering and leaving the village and, therefore, we were not allowed to leave the village. We should breed our stock in the barn. They threatened that something bad would happen, if we did not stick to it.”
In September the control of streets intensified in Siirt province. One passenger reported that he was controlled 4 times between Eruh and Siirt. People, who were not registered in Eruh, would not be allowed into the district center. Otherwise the address of his stay, the length and the phone number would be registered. Other reports stated that the villagers were not allowed to graze their animals in spots that could not be observed by the soldiers.

Hindrance of Agriculture and Stockbreeding
Reports from Derik district (Mardin) stated that soldiers damaged goods of villagers, when they searched for shelters. Hasan Kaya, Mehmet Can, Hikmet Balçin and 2 unnamed villagers wanted to go to their fields with notarial personnel in order to calculate the damage. Soldiers hindered them and detained Kaya and Can.

From Bağgöze town and some surrounding villagers reports were received stating that soldiers and village guards were confiscating their goods since 1996 to deposit it at the gendarmerie station. One villager stated that were only allowed to work on their fields between 10am and 3pm and afterwards they had to leave the goods at Bağgöze Gendarmerie Station. “Wheat was deposited in the gendarmerie station or the health center. But since village guards moved into the health center they now are using houses nearby as depots. Later we are given two or two cans of wheat per week according to the size of the family.”

Similar allegations came from villages in Eruh district (Siirt). Villagers said that were only allowed to work for 4 hours on their fields. Those who worked longer were beaten on the gendarmerie station.

In October Selim Beyaztaş applied to the Social Law Research Foundation (TOHAV) in Diyarbakır stating that he had not been allowed to go to his fields in Hazro district (Diyarbakır). He added that the mill in the village had been destroyed, 500 beech and 500 fruit trees had been cut. He asked the Foundation for help to have his damage compensated.

Mehmet Bansi approached the HRA in Diyarbakır to complain that soldiers had set the crops and other goods on his fields and garden in Duru (Durkam) village in Lice district that had been evacuated in 1995 on fore on 25 July.

Ban on Pastureland 

In March Erzurum Governor Ahmet Kayhan sent a circular to all district governors ordering permission for all for nomads and beekeepers if they wanted to use pastureland or plateaus. The circular stated that the logistic support for the PKK had to be extinguished. The PKK was using in particular the southern part of the province as their “front” and last year they had been in constant contact with nomads and beekeepers, had slept in their tents, received food and logistic support, received intelligence information and from time to time they had used the nomads in their actions.

In Ağrı and Kahramanmara1 it was forbidden to go to the pasturelands. On 9 April the governor in Ağrı decided that all kinds of grazing, stockbreeding and accommodation of nomads, who came from outside the province had been forbidden for the year 1999. Officials in Siirt province informed the village headmen in the region, where many nomads spend the winter, that the governor’s office in Ağrı had taken such a decision. The governor’s office in Kahramanmaraş also decided to ban the use of pastureland and plateaus. It was stated that the PKK made use of the nomads and the decision was taken in order to prevent logistic support for the PKK and recruiting of new members. 

The villagers of Ayvalıbağ (Tanür) in Pervari district (Siirt) were forbidden to go to the pasturelands in the mountains. They were informed that the district governor and the commander of the gendarmerie unit had jointly taken this decision.

On 7 June soldiers raided the Keşişgol Plateau in Gürpınar district (Van). 200 families were using the plateau as pastureland for their 20,000 sheep and cows. The villagers were accused of providing food for PKK militants and asked to abandon the plateau. The villagers started to abandon the plateau on 9 June.

A ban on pasturelands was also introduced in Pınarbaşı (Bulam) town, Aktaş, Balıkburnu, Kurudere and Çalgan villages in Çelikhan district (Adıyaman). The villagers approached the district governor, chief of police and the gendarmerie commander for the district to have the ban lifted, but they had no success.

Following a clash near Kayabaşı village in İslahiye district (Gaziantep) on 28 May, the villagers from Hasanlök, Tandır, Pesti, Kerkük and Altınüzüm town were banned from going to Hınzırlı, Ovacık and Karagöz Plateaus on the grounds that they would provide food for PKK militants. Villagers also had to ask for permission, if they wanted to their fields and gardens.

Peasants from Iğdır, using the Yaylacık Plateau in Selim district (Kars) appealed to the Ministry of Interior in September. They alleged that members of special teams had tortured them, forced them to give money and sexually assaulted their women. Ali Varol, Mecit Aktaş, Hasan İnanır, Kemal Abakaya, Boran Figan and Beşir Bakış signed the petition and accused the special team from Güle Gendarmerie HQ (15 men) to have raided their tents frequently.

“We paid TL 1.6 billion to use the plateau and TL 875 million to take our animals there. But since we got to the plateau the special team continuously disturbs us. In May they came once every second week and insulted us. Now they are coming several times every week. They beat us, make us to line up and strip us naked and curse at our honor. Saying ‘we shall fuck your wives they ask us to pay TL 4 billion; 2 billion for the headman of Yaylacık, Binali Yılmaz and 2 billion for them. They threaten us, if we do not pay we would not let us live there.”

Ban on Trade with Animals

On 13 September the Ministry for Agriculture and Village Affairs sent a letter to the governors in Van, Hakkari, Ağrı, Şırnak and Iğdır informing them that the trade with animals over the border had been forbidden and the market places for animal trade had been closed. Minister Hüsnü Yusuf Gökalp alleged that sick animals were being brought over the border under the control of the PKK. The PKK had an annual income of TL 30 trillion through this.

The band of animal trading, one of the main means to make a living in Van, Ağrı, Şırnak, Hakkari and Iğdır province, caused reactions. The merchants contradicted the Minister and claimed that at least 10,000 people would become unemployed. Such a measure was an economic embargo for the region.

In order to determine smuggled animals the farmers were asked in November to fix badges to the ears of their animals. 

On 20 May Tahir Aydın, Hasan Kaplan, Hüseyin Kaplan, and three people with the first names of İlyas, İbrahim and Sadık wanted to take about 20,000 sheep from Başkale district (Van) to Siirt. Soldiers stopped the lorries at the exit of the district and confiscated the sheep. Hasan Kaplan stated that the soldiers first asked for health certificates. “We showed them the certificates from the vet in Gürpınar. The answer was that these animals were from the PKK and we would not be permitted to pass. The sheep were unloaded and we had to wait for three days. Later they forwarded the sheep to the village guards in the districts. They are still in possession of them.” Hasan Kaplan added that they complained to the public prosecutor in Hoşap on 30 May, but had not received an answer yet.

Rüştü Yıldız, chairman of the Union of Export in Southeast Anatolia said in November that the export to the Lebanon and Saudi-Arabia had been $ 609,000 in May, 364,00 in June and 350,000 in August, but had gone down to zero in the months of August, September and October.

Ban on grazing animals

A ban on grazing sheep was introduced in the village of Eruh district (Siirt). From time to time villagers were also not allowed to leave their settlements like in Kekliktepe (Xalidiye) village of Eyne town. Soldiers raided this village on 3 June and threatened the inhabitants. Reports from Basixre village stated that soldiers shot at the sheep on 9 June killing 6 of them, because the villagers had not obeyed the prohibition order.

4.3. Problems of Internally Displace Persons

The internally displaced people (IDPs), who had been forced to leave their homes, fields, and living conditions, did not find human living conditions in the places they moved to. The IDPs did not get any help except for some insufficient voluntary organizations in the area of education, health etc. In political and judicial terms there were treated as “potential criminals” or “terrorists”. The IDPS were threatened and attacked in their new surroundings.

In particular after the abduction of Abdullah Öcalan these incidents intensified. The IDPS in Kocaeli, for instance, stated that they had become the target of so-called “ease operations,” ordered by the governor. Their houses were frequently raided.

Many IDPs did not find work, because of their Kurdish origin or they were sacked on the pretext that they were “separatists”. 

There were no attempts to compensate the victims for enforced migration and the IDPS were even hindered to continue their live struggle in their new environment. Like in Ayazma quarter, 4 kilometers from İkitelli-İstanbul, the inhabitants would not get water, electricity or be supplied with roads or their houses in the slums, where they had build them, or their tents were torn down. In Subaşı town in Torbalı district (İzmir) IDPs had bought land and erected their tents there. Yet the municipality wanted them to leave because the animals disturbed the citizens of the town. The IDPs themselves alleged that the pressure was the result of them voting for HADEP.

On 13 July the municipality of Konak in İzmir ordered the destruction of 83 houses in the Abdi İpekçi quarter. Most of the houses belonged to Kurds. The police prevented house owners to protest against the destruction.

Bulletin of Göç-Der 

The statement of the headman in Alan quarter of Siirt, Şakir Şalapbulur, sums up the problems: “15 to 20 thousand people are living in our quarter. 35 to 40% of them are people forced to migrate. Our quarter has many infrastructure problems. There are almost no roads. The living conditions are very low. The migrants lead a very bad life. In the summer they go to the west to work as seasonal workers. In the winter they try to survive with the money they earned there, because they do not find work. Health is a huge problem for them. The living conditions are very difficult, the families have many members and all are struggling to make a living. There is no security for their health. People apply for the green card, but if they were ever detained, regardless of the reason, or if they were imprisoned, but later acquitted, they would not get a green card. There is almost nobody among us, who was not detained. This is a great obstacle for medical treatment. There is no health center in our quarter. There is only one school and that is not enough. The families don’t send their kids to school, because they earn the living for the family. The vast majority would like their children to study for a better future, but they do not have the opportunity for it. Saying that there is no money the schools ask the parents to pay for broken windows. These people do not even have glass in the windows of their houses. They use nylon to cover them. The kids feel depressed, because they cannot provide the money as others do. The adults are depressed, because they are no longer productive. They are not able to consume the goods they produced before migration. If they reaped graves, for instance, they now cannot afford to buy one kilogram of it. This is a psychological problem in particular for the chief of the family. ”

4.4. Discriminating Practices against IDPS

Inhabitants of 500 Evler quarter, which is close to Pirinçlik Gendarmerie Station in Gendarmerie, were not able to vote in the 18 April election, if they had come from evacuated villages. Reportedly a military official had taken away the stamp of the headman and did not allow him to sit in his office to register voters. Some inhabitants complained that they had not been able to vote in the last election as well.

Similar complaints came from Van. The headmen of some quarters arbitrarily did not issue registration certificates for IDPs so that they could not be included in the lists of voters. Sakih Acar, chairman of HADEP in Van province, stated that they had tried to verify these cases, but the police had threatened them in the course of it.

People from Eastern and Southeastern Anatolia once again were not allowed to enter Ordu (at the Black Sea), where they had come to collect hazelnuts. The governor’s office in Ordu made the following announcement at the beginning of August:

“It is only forbidden to build camps in the bed of the Melet River, because there is the danger of a flood and it is a place for disposals. Apart from that the workers may erect their tents in the gardens of the employers, with whom they have contracts. They may also live in their houses. It was only decided that everybody has to be registered according to the Law No. 1774.”

4.5. “Return to Villages” Initiatives

The Government’s approach

The “Return to Villages” project that had been on the agenda since 1995 was made concrete with the Prime Minister’s decree of 27 January 1998. The decree stated that the return would be a voluntary act. Those who did not need additional security measures would be given priority. Others, who preferred to build their houses in town, would be supported until they had finished the construction. The “Help for Self Construction” was started first, but according to a statement of the General Directorate of Village Services the families in 8 villages of Bingöl, where such an initiative was started, had not approved of the program and, therefore, the project had not proceeded. (
) The same declaration pointed out that the project in 1999 would be made in the form of State investment without any return. Funds of TL 1 billion had been allocated for it. Studies in 9 villages of Bitlis, Muş, Tunceli and Hakkari had been finished and the funds had been sent to the Special Administration of Province. In addition, construction work in 2 villages of Hakkari province were underway.

In 1999 the Council of Ministers added two projects under the title of “Return to Villages and Rehabilitation” and “Regional Development Plan for the Return to Villages and Rehabilitation” to the investment program of GAP Regional Development Administration. The “Return to Villages and Rehabilitation” project was declared urgent so that its implementation started in 1999. As a first step investigations were made in Diyarbakır and Şırnak. In Kaymakamçeşme (Şırnak) 70 houses were finished and 68 families returned.

In the light of some 3 million IDPs this appeared to be an almost meaningless effort. Mahmut Özgür, chairman of Göç-Der, stated that the people need democratic rights and freedoms much more than economic packages and stressed that the conditions for a return had not been achieved. He said that the war was still continuing, the Kurds were still not allowed to speak their mother tongue and their culture was denied. He continued: 

“The victims of migration we met in their tents of cellars of houses in the towns leading a miserable life want their identities to be recognized. They know that this is the reason for being internally displaced. The problems will not be solved by propaganda of the care of the State. The people know that. First the operations in the region have to stop and the system of village guards has to be abandoned. The government has not made a single statement on this issue. Operations of special teams that are the center of violence against the population continue unabated. If the Kurdish question was solved, why does the system of village guards continue? Why is OHAL not finished? Why does the food embargo and the ban on plateaus continue? All this shows that the problems are not solved, the conditions of war still continue. Under these circumstance you cannot expect the people to return.”

Formation of strategic villages

Attempts to unite strategic villages to so-called “village-towns” that started in 1997 continued in 1999. Practical steps in this direction included:

It was announced that Üzümlü village in Çukurca district (Hakkari) that had been evacuated in 1993 and whose population had migrated to the Atrush Camp in Northern Iraq would be made a sample strategic village. Relying on the governor in Hakkari the semi-official Anatolian News Agency reported that the place had been identified and technical preparations had been done in Üzümlü (Deştan) village. Representatives of the Ministry of Construction and Settlement, the Village Services, the Railroad, the electricity company TEDAŞ and the phone company Telekom had decided to build this model village near the old Üzümlü village. It should become a center of trade. The infrastructure measures were planned to start in August. In the end IDPs region would have a place, where they could move. 

Reports from Van stated that people from Aşkan and Mervana villages in the Nordız region, who had migrated to quarters in Van, were forced to sign up in lists for settling in a strategic village, although they did not want to go. The villagers said that the former headman İsmet Koçak and the chief village guard Reşit Koçak had put a list together, without asking them. The same had been done for Mervan village by the chiefs of the Gıravî tribe, Rıza Ertaş and İhsan Ertaş. 

Draft law on changes to the Law in Housing

A new Law on Settlement that had first been introduced in 1996 under the Prime Minister from ANAP, Mesut Yılmaz, came again on the agenda in 1999. The new Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit forwarded draft law on settlement to the Council of Ministers in July. It should replace Law No. 2510 on Settlement and formulate it according to current needs. Rules should be adopted for migrants and nomads, people, whose land had been confiscated and who had to change their places because of reasons of security, if they wanted to live in villages or other settlements. The draft carried no provision on compensation for people, who had been forced to leave their homes. In case that the homeless people would not accept the places shown to them they might lose their rights on decision of a local settlement commission. They would have no right to apply for a home for a second time.

The draft was criticized for being far from satisfactory. It was not put on the agenda of the GNAT.

Diyarbakır MP Seyyid Haşim Haşimi criticized the draft, because it did not reflect the social structure of the people in the region. “It will not be effective. If you have a project for the region, you have to consider the social structure and culture of the people in the region and everything else. The first question has to be: why are there so many villages and hamlets in the region? People in the village that are related to each other clash with each other for various reasons and subsequently some of them move away and found a new hamlet. Because of the social structure in the region even relatives cannot live together. If, despite of this, you try to get people from various regions, faiths and tribes together, you cannot succeed at the very beginning.” 

Göç-Der chairman Mahmut Özgür argued that the draft would not bring a solution to the problem. He said that the view of the Kurdish problem never changed and added:

“Our demand is a change in the draft that would create the basis for the enforced migrants to go back to their own villages; at least to make it possible.” 

Özgür said that the media had presented the draft as a solution to the problems, but in act it was a new version of the law on enforced settlement, as passed in 1934. He argued that the draft bill would not result in the return of the people to their villages. “Some articles include the term ‘new settlement’, but not where and how these settlements will be. The people want to return to their own villages. Their rights are being violated. The right to possession, the right to free choice of settlement, travel, individual rights. We aim at furnishing the people with these rights. It is a new legal violation, if you force these people into village-town or central villages. This is also impossible because of economic and social reasons, because if you settle these people in a region far from their social environment, their fields and houses, they need fields, jobs and places to stay. Even if that is secured they will lose their social environment. You can also force the people to accept such a solution.”

On 30 November OHAL Governor Gökhan Aydıner visited the Association of Journalists in the Southeast. He said that his office aimed at sending people to the villages, who wanted to return. He maintained that many of those, who got used to the life in town, did not want to return. “But there are people, who want to return. One we have clarified the situation and if security is guaranteed, we shall send them back. The State will use all its possibilities to secure this.” Aydıner also claimed that development in the Southeast was faster than in the rest of Turkey. The growth in Turkey was 5%, while it was 7% in Diyarbakır, Mardin, Şırnak and Şanlıurfa. The loans for medium sized enterprises had been set at TL 10 trillion and investors in Diyarbakır got a share of TL 1.5 trillion of it. He stated that 40 factories were under construction and 13 had already been built. Speaking about the frequent cuts of electricity Aydıner suggested to build nuclear power stations. 
Initiatives by IDPs to Return

In June and November Göç-Der forwarded hundreds of petitions asking for the creation of a situation to return to the villages and compensation for material losses to the Interior Ministry and the chair of the GNAT. In a similar way, many families had applied to HADEP in Izmir asking for the possibility to return to their villages.

Ali Yavuz, chair of HADEP in Izmir, stated that following the peace calls of the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan the number of people, who wanted to return to their homes, had increased. During the last four months about 1,000 people had approached them on this issue. Yavuz added that the people would be confronted with problems of housing and judicial questions since they had left their homes. But despite of all this, the people wanted to return, he said.

On 27 November the police raided the offices of HADEP in Siirt and confiscated 55 petitions of people, who wanted to return to their villages. The police also confiscated a report prepared by TÜSIAD. Ahmet Konuk, chair of HADEP in Siirt, said: “4 days before the raid Ali Timurtaş, who used to take the petitions to Göç-Der, Abdurrahman Taşçı, Muhyettin Timurtaş, Abdurrahman Timurtaş, Halil Selçuk, Hasan Selçuk, Abdullah Selçuk, A. Bari Selçuk, İbrahim Öner, Şükrü Öner, Abdullah Öner and Ahmet Erzen were detained during raids on their houses. They were interrogated for 3 days.”
Villagers, who tried to return, were again subjected to pressure. In April the inhabitants of Şexika village in Sason district (Batman) returned to their village to work on their fields. Soldiers threatened them and demanded that they moved away. In 1993 the villagers had left their homes, because they were pressurized to become village guards.

In January clashed occurred between villagers, who wanted to return to Yeşilyurt village in Cizre district (Şırnak) and village guards, who had settled in the village. Bahattin Madak was wounded and some 30 villagers were detained.

Some 90 families were allowed to settle in Çiftlikbahçe (Helhel) village in Hazro district (Diyarbakır). The village had been evacuated in 1993. The gendarmerie commander in Hazro did not allow families with “a criminal record against the State or being suspicious” to settle in the village.

Following the earthquake of 17 August some people, who had migrated to that region, moved back to the villages. Mehmet Şah Tekiner, chair of HADEP in İzmit, stated that during he first 10 days about 500 families had moved back, partly because they feared more earthquakes and partly because they did not get any official help. Many more had gone to their relatives in towns such as Adana, Mersin and İzmir. Tekiner added that many families had approached them for help that the State should prepare their settlements for new accommodation. 

4.6. Enforced Migration and the Right to Asylum

In 1999 thousands of so-called “illegal migrants” were captured in Turkey, as one of the important transit routes of refugees between Asian and European countries, and were extradited. A considerable number of news reported that refugees died on their way to “freedom”. 

No legal steps were taken to solve the cause of migration. Turkey does not accept refugees from outside Europe according to the reservations it put to the 1951 Geneva Convention. The Regulation for Asylum from the year 1994 that grants temporary refugee status for non-European asylum seekers, until a decision has been made on their settlement in third countries, continues to leave many refugees unprotected. According to the regulation refugees have to apply for asylum in the first 5 days of arrival. Only very few of those, who follow the procedure are actually granted temporary refugee status.

In December İzmir Bar Association and the UNHCR conducted a seminar on “Refugee Law in Connection with Turkey”. Furio de Angelis, leader of the law office of the UNHCR in Ankara, said that Turkey was the only country to file a geographic reservation with the Geneva Convention. Lawyer Fahrünnisa Akbatur, also working at the UNHCR Ankara office, stated that people from Iran or Iraq might not be deported on court’s order. The only authority for such a decision was the Ministry of Interior.
Official figures stated that during 1999 a total of 47,529 „illegal migrants“ were caught in the areas of responsibility of the Police, Gendarmerie and the Land Forces. The UNHCR stated that a total of 6,606 people applied for asylum in 1999. In the first 10 months 14,837 people were captured in Edirne province; 3,546 of them from Iraq, 5,493 from Iran, 1,415 from Bangladesh and 2,265 from Pakistan.
Human rights organizations continued to criticize the official refugee policy. The İzmir branch of Mazlum-Der issued a statement in August, after 200 people had been caught in the province, when they attempted to go to Italy and were about to be deported. Mazlum-Der said that Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provided that anybody at risk of pressure had the right to seek asylum. Deportation was seen as a violation of the principle of non-refoulement. It was also stated that the traders of human beings had informed the authorities of the refugees. The final comment was: “If Turkey does not grant asylum for these people, it has to provide accommodation.”

European countries continued to look for solutions to the huge number of refugees from Iran and Iraq seeking asylum in Europe. On 23 March the European Parliament accepted an action plan on better coordination with Northern Iraq and neighboring countries on illegal migration to Europe. The resolution stated that same people came because their security was at risk; other came for better economic conditions. It was stated that criminal organizations and traders organized the movements. The EP criticized the fact that the CoE had sought advise from Turkey on the matter and said: “Turkey has accepted that because of its position the refugees fleeing from Northern Iraq take Turkey as their first stop. Turkey must be reminded of its obligations on human rights.” The UNHCR was shown as the first place for refugees with the conclusion, “it would be positive to accommodate the refugees in regions close to their culture and, therefore, not only Turkey but the neighboring countries should be contacted.”

The Right to Life of Migrants and Refugees
According to reports in the press at least 10 asylum seekers, who crossed through Turkey, lost their lives, mostly by shooting. 

On 19 May soldiers fired at a group of some 45 Kurds from Iran and Iraq, who tried to cross the border between Başkale and Saray districts (Van). In the event Eriş Muhammed Salih (17), Azize Nevada (57), Azize Muhammed (24) Nazire Tirana (30), Ekber Muhammed, Muhammed serif and the persons with the first name of Servile, Bahtiyar and Aras died and 5 people were wounded. (Details can be found in the Section on the Right to Life)

On 25 November soldiers killed Mohan Abu Tamer from Bangladesh in Yayladağı district (Hatay). Allegedly he did not listen to stop warnings.

� From an answer to a question tabled by MP for Rize, Mehmet Bekaroğlu, on 9 June 2001.
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