9. The Freedom of Association

It was expected that Turkey would take some steps towards democratization during the phase of entering the European Union, but the obstacles in front of the freedom of association were not removed in 1999. Following the abduction and transfer of PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan to Turkey much pressure was put on oppositional political parties, in particular HADEP. The pressure on trade unions and organization of civil society also increased.

a) Political Parties

On 26 February the Constitutional Court ordered the closure of the Democratic Mass Party (DKP) on the grounds that the program included passages against the indivisible unity of the State. On 29 January the chief prosecutor at the Court of Cassation filed a case with the Constitutional Court asking for the closure of HADEP and on 7 May he asked for the closure of the Virtue Party (FP).

The Democratic Mass Party (DKP)

The Constitutional Court’s decision of 26 February to close the DKP was based on Article 78 of the Law on Political Parties prescribing activities against the indivisible unity of the State with its country and nation in paragraph (a) and providing that political parties may not be founded on characteristics of regions or race. The Court did not count the speeches of Şerafettin Elçi, chairman of the DKP, among the reasons for closure and, therefore, no ban was issued on his political activities. 

Following the order of closure Şerafettin Elçi said: “The existence of Kurds in Turkey is a historic and sociological fact. You cannot remove this fact through legal provisions and prohibitions. We shall appeal to the ECHR in a very short time. We are only waiting for the reasoned verdict. We shall seek our right in Europe.”

On 10 September Hacı Ali Özhan, acting lawyer for the DKP, stated that he had send an application to the ECHR. The argument was that the Constitutional Court was formed by appointments of the State President, who was elected by the political parties and who had a political identity. Therefore, the verdict of the Constitutional Court was a political decision. The Court could not act just, independent and impartial. In Turkey the freedom of association was being violated and, if Turkey should not make the necessary changes to the Constitution, the Law on Political Parties and the other relevant laws Turkey’s membership to the Council of Europe should be suspended.

In November the ECHR declared the application admissible.

The People’s Democracy Party (HADEP)

After the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan left Syria, during his stay in Italy and finally after his abduction in Kenya and transfer to Turkey the pressure on members and executives of HADEP increased dramatically. On 29 January the chief prosecutor at the Court of Cassation approached the Constitutional Court with the demand to close HADEP and not allow the party to participate in the 18 April elections. Many HADEP executives, who had been detained and/or arrested in 1998 after actions such as hunger strikes with the demand that Abdullah Öcalan be granted refugee status in Italy, were put on trial. The trials were part of the measures the Ministry of Interior had recommended in 1998 after Öcalan’s arrival in Italy (for details see the 1998 report of the HRFT). Throughout the year thousands of HADEP members were detained and tortured.

The Case of Closure

In the application to the Constitutional Court the chief prosecutor at the Court of Cassation, Vural Savaş, argued that HADEP had become the center of actions against the indivisible unity of the State with its country and nation, as defined in Article 68 of the Constitution. He claimed that HADEP had an organizational link to the PKK. Just like the parties HEP and DEP, which had been closed before, HADEP was under the control of the PKK and conducted actions according to the orders of the central committee of the PKK. The congresses of HADEP had become spaces for demonstrations in favor of the PKK and Abdullah Öcalan. During seminars organized by the youth, women’s or workers’ wing of the party in districts and provinces the participants were confronted with views that amounted to enmity against the constitutional order and the unitarian structure of the State. The offices of HADEP in the districts and provinces tried to organize the citizens of Kurdish origin around the PKK, find a basis for the PKK and send militants to the organization. This could be called an action of recruitment.

Osman Özçelik, deputy chairman of HADEP commented on the application and said that earlier requests for such a case filed in connection with the so-called “flag and calendar cases” had been turned down by the chief prosecutor on the grounds that sufficient evidence for the closure of the party did not exist. Özçelik argued that it was obvious that this application was a political step, because the chief prosecutor had launched the case without any further evidence.

In an official reply HADEP asked the Constitutional Court to turn down the request, because Turkey was on the verge of an election. The application of 3 February stated that Article 100 of the Law on Political Parties provided that cases of closure of a political party should not be opened during times of elections, even if the Council of Ministers or another political party asked for it. The Constitutional Court rejected this demand on 15 February arguing that the case of closure had been filed according to the law and customs. At the same time the Court asked HADEP to prepare the defense until 4 April.

In an additional application the chief prosecutor at the Court of Cassation asked the Constitutional Court on 25 February to ban HADEP from the elections in April. The prosecutor presented the views of jurists from various universities stating that the Constitutional Court had the power to close a political party and, accordingly to prohibit the participation in elections according to Article 68 and 69 of the Constitution and Article 98 to 108 of the Law on Political Parties. “In order to prevent an unwanted situation, the authority to pass the final verdict includes the authority to take preventive measures, if the public interest demands it,” was one of the arguments. Other arguments included:

“PKK militants started to threaten citizens living in villages and hamlets in Southeastern Anatolia that if they do not vote for HADEP they would burn down the villages and kill all of them. We have received serious hints that the speeches of HADEP on radio and TV will contain separatist propaganda and be an incitement of the people to commit crimes. Therefore, we demand an interim order, may it be called ‘stop of implementation’ or otherwhise, to prevent HADEP from participating in the election on 18.04.1999.”
Yusuf Alataş, lawyer for HADEP, asked the court on the question of an interim order. He argued that the participation of HADEP in the elections had been known at the time the case of closure had been filed and called the timing and the case itself an attempt to justify opinions that developed under political intention and fears. On 8 March the Constitutional Court rejected unanimously the demand to ban HADEP from the election. 

On 5 April HADEP presented the main defense to the Constitutional Court. The appeal rejected the claim of illegal activities and called the demand of closure an order of the State. All “evidence” put forward in the request was more than suspicious. Political views that did not conform to the official ideology were the true reason for the demand of closure and statements of defendants in other trials, which had been extracted under torture, were shown as evidence.

The chief prosecutor at the Court of Cassation rejected on 9 April with a second attempt to ask the Constitutional Court to ban HADEP from participating in the elections. The Constitutional Court rejected the demand on 14 April arguing that the actual case on closure was under way. 

On 6 May the Constitutional Court held its first session on this case. The Court decided to ask for the indictment of the prosecutor at Ankara SSC and the testimony of executives of HADEP on trial at Ankara SSC. HADEP was given an extra time until 24 June to prepare a separate defense.

On 24 June the HADEP lawyers Yusuf Alataş and Nuri Özmen presented the defense to the Constitutional Court. They argued that the case based on indictments of prosecutor that had been prepared using evidence gathered in illegal ways. The lawyers criticized the chief prosecutor at the Court of Cassation for having asked twice for an interim order, which was an indication that he did not act on judicial but political grounds.

The case of “organizational links to the PKK”

On 28 December 1998 the prosecutor at Ankara SSC indicted 47 executives of HADEP including chairman Murat Bozlak, deputy chairman Bahattin Günel, SG Ahmet Turan Demir and Kemal Bülbül, chairman for Ankara province. The indictment claimed that the hunger strikes in support of the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan amounted to support for an illegal organization and maintained that the statements of Murat Bozlak showed parallelism to statements of Abdullah Öcalan. The prosecutor asked to convict the defendants according to Article 169 TPC.

On 8 February Ankara SSC started to hear the case. Defense lawyer Yusuf Alataş stated that the gun, found in the house of one of the executives was shown as evidence against all defendants and added that, if the offices of any political party in the OHAL region may it be ANAP, DSP or DYP would show that all of them possessed arms. After the hearing Veli Büyükşahi, secretary for social and foreign relations in the trade union SES, was released.
During the hearing of 3 March the Court accused the defendants that pro-PKK slogans had been shouted during the last congress and in some of HADEP’s offices flags of the PKK had been found. Murat Bozlak replied by saying that the chair of the congress had repeatedly reminded the 50,000 participants of the congress to stick to the slogans, which the party had agreed on.

Kemal Bülbül stated that no PKK flags had been found in the offices of HADEP in Ankara. Yusuf Alataş stated that the State had decided to prevent HADEP from functioning and, therefore, HADEP was shown in the media as a criminal organization. After the hearing the defendants Mesut Çetiner, Mesut Akgül, Sevgi Ünal and Alper Gebeloğlu were released.

No orders for release were issued on 24 March. MHP followers attacked observers from HADEP outside the courtroom.

During the hearing of 26 April the defendants stated that there had been no decision on conducting hunger strikes. Again the Court did not order further releases.

Mehmet Satan was released after the hearing of 25 May.

After the hearing of 12 July the Court ordered the release of Murat Bozlak, Bahattin Güner, Hüseyin Yılmaz, Mayor of Ağrı, Ahmet Turan Demir, Emine Mısır, Kemal Bülbül, Mehmet Emin Aras, Sultan İzra, Rezzan Sümbül, Hüsamettin Avşar, Safiye Akalın, Dursun Turan, İlhan Aydın, Cevdet Malgaz, Ahmet Aydın and Ali Akgül. 

The “Flag Case”

Following HADEP’s Second Ordinary Congress on 23 June 1996 a court case was opened, because the Turkish flag had been taken down in the Atatürk Sportshall. The Court of Cassation quashed the first verdict of Ankara SSC. The retrial at Ankara SSC started on 1 June. The defendants Cihan Sincar, Cabbar Leygara and Abdullah Akın asked the court to lift the ban on leaving the country. The Court rejected their demand. 

Among the defendants Hasan Celalettin Ezmen remained in pre-trial detention, but the trial did not conclude in 1999.
The first trial had ended on 4 June 1997. The defendants Faysal Akcan (who took down the flag) had been sentenced to 22.5 years’ imprisonment (this sentence was confirmed by the Court of Cassation). Murat Bozlak and Hikmet Fidan (chair of the congress) had been sentenced to 6 years’ imprisonment, while another 28 executives had been sentenced to 4.5 years’ imprisonment for supporting an illegal organization. The defendants Meliha Özcan, Ömer Doyuran, Reşit Pinç, Ali Akgül, Şahhanım Kanat, Abdurrahim Bilen, Sırrı Sakık and Yaşar Özcan had been acquitted. 

The „Calendar Case“

The trial opened against 56 executives of HADEP on 16 March 1998 in connection with the calendar for 1998, which allegedly contained a map of Kurdistan, continued on 28 July. Ankara SSC decided to call the defendants İhsan Durukan, Erdem Ünal and Ahmet Yücedağ once again to testify.

During the hearing of 11 October Güven Özata, member of the party’s parliament, testified. He said that he had no information on the calendar and books found in the headquarters of HADEP. He argued that the educational work of the party was legal. The defendant Abdullah Varlı asked to lift the ban against travels abroad. The Court rejected this demand and prolonged the arrest warrants against İhsan Durukan, Ahmet Yücedağ and Erdem Ünal. The case did not conclude in 1999.

In this trial the prosecutor asked for sentences of 22.5 years’ imprisonment for Murat Bozlak, Hamit Geylani, Ali Rıza Yurtsever and Mehmet Satan as members of the political wing of the PKK. Other defendants including executives of HADEP in Ankara were charged under Article 169 TPC for supporting the PKK.

Some of the trial against members and executives of HADEP that concluded in 1999 are the following:

On 21 July the Court of Cassation confirmed the sentence of 1 year’s imprisonment imposed by Ankara SSC on the chairman Murat Bozlak, the deputy chairpersons Osman Özçelik and Bahattin Günel and the members of the party’s parliament, Musa Kulu and Ahmet Cihan. After the decision all defendants resigned from their posts.

Ankara SSC Prosecution Office had launched the trial in question in connection with a press statement made by the Democracy Party (DEP), which was closed by the Constitutional Court, on 1 September 1994 on the occasion of the World Peace Day. Twenty-one executive members of the DEP had been prosecuted in the trial. The other defendants who had been sentenced in the trial that ended on 17 November 1998 were the following: Yaşar Kaya (DEP President), Ibrahim Aksoy, Ismail Arslan, Sara Akan, Kemal Okutan, Ali Beyköylü, Kemal Bilget, Abdülcabbar Gezici, Nesim Kiliç, Refik Karakoç, Nevzat Özbay, Reşit Deli, Alişan Mercan, Ömer Kurt, Abdullah Saygin and Hasan Basri Aydin. 

In 1999 the Court of Cassation also confirmed the sentence of 2 years’ imprisonment imposed by Ankara SSC on Salih Altun, member of the party’s parliament in connection with an article he published in the January 1997 edition of the party’s bulletin under the title of “Report”. Altun surrendered to the public prosecutor in Batman in 10 June and was put in Batman Prison. He was released on 10 September in connection with the Amnesty Bill for the Press. 

On 12 February Iğdır Penal Court concluded the trial against Mehmet Nuri Çiftçi, chairman of HADEP in Diyarbakır province and Murat Akkuş, board member. They were tried for having sold the calendar of the MKM for the year 1998 and the Court sentenced them to 3 months’ imprisonment and a fine of TL 380,000. The prison term was commuted to a fine.

On 25 April the Court of Cassation reviewed the sentences against Abdullah Varlı, member of the party’s parliament, and the religious men Mehmet Yağmur, İsmet Kılıçaslan, Kazım Yakmaz, Kerem Soylu, Nuri Gürkay, Reşit Irgat, Reşit Koçeroğlu, Ali Şola and Fevzi Demir imposed by Ankara SSC in connection with the January 1997 edition of the party’s bulletin that had included an open letter to “everybody, who calls himself a human being”. Ankara SSC had sentenced the defendants to 2 years’ imprisonment and a fine of TL 750 million. The Court of Cassation confirmed all sentences except the one for Fevzi Demir.

On 12 May İzmir SSC concluded the trial against executives of HADEP in Çiğli district, who had been arrested after an action demanding refugee status for Abdullah Öcalan in Italy. The Court sentenced Suzan Erdoğan, Erdem Kılıç, Fikret Güçer, Feyyaz Yılmaz, Abdullah Yılmaz, Yetkin Alkan, Emircan Aktaş, Fatma Erik, Halime Köprütaş and Zeytin Kıyak to 45 months’ imprisonment, but ordered their release pending appeal.

On 6 May Malatya SSC concluded the case against executives of HADEP in Adıyaman province. They were tried for having conducted a hunger strike in November 1998. The 19 defendants had not been remanded and did not participate in the hearing. The Court sentenced the defendants including the executives Bedir Çetin, Muhammet Emin Toprak, Hüseyin Duran and İsmail Minkara to 45 months’ imprisonment for having supported the PKK.

On 15 June İzmir SSC acquitted executives and members of HADEP from Ortaklar town in Söke district, İzmir from charges brought in connection with actions in the days, when Abdullah Öcalan was transferred to Turkey. The remanded defendants Murat Özdemir, Bayram Şen, Ekrem Başkurt, Maruf Aşikar and Ömer Baran were released from Aydın E-type Prison, but later alleged that soldiers had beaten them in the course of their release.

Two separate court cases had been opened at İzmir SSC against Ali Yavuz, chairman for the province. In July the Court decided for acquittal in both cases launched under Articles 169 and 312 TPC.

On 15 July Ankara SSC acquitted Feridun Çelik, Mayor of Diyarbakır, from charges brought under Article 169 in connection with a speech he had made on Med TV, when he was the chairman of HADEP for Diyarbakır province. The indictment had criticized the words “we came here from the war to make peace blossom and speak with great enthusiasm”.

On 9 July İzmir Penal Court No. 13 acquitted Birol Duruk, chairman of HADEP for Konak district and the board member Davut Özalp. They had been charged for having put up posters for the 18 April election outside the party’s office. The Court ruled that political parties were entitled to make propaganda and put up posters during times of elections.

In July the Court of Cassation confirmed the sentence of 1 year’s imprisonment imposed by Adana SSC on Arif Atalay, former board member of HADEP, in connection with a speech he had held during the Newroz celebrations in 1998. Atalay started to serve the sentence on 12 November.

On 17 August Adana SSC concluded the case against executives and members of HADEP charged with supporting the PKK. The Court sentenced Fatma Buldu and Hayrettin Tan to 45 months’ imprisonment, but acquitted Methan Altun, Ali Ekici, İbrahim Çallı and Erdal Çençin.

On 6 October İzmir SSC concluded a case in connection with speeches during the congress of HADEP in İzmir on 23 August 1998. The Court sentenced former deputy secretary general Zeynettin Unay to 11 months’ imprisonment for having made separatist propaganda. The other 5 executives were acquitted.

On 13 October Malatya SSC concluded the case against 27 members and executives of HADEP in Elazığ province, including the chairman for the province, Hilmi Elçi and the chairman for the central district, Necmettin Bilin, in connection with actions they had conducted when Abdullah Öcalan was in Italy. The Court sentenced 22 defendants to 45 months’ imprisonment under Article 169 TPC for supporting the PKK. The other 5 defendants were sentenced to 30 months’ imprisonment, since they were minor at the time.

On 2 December İzmir SSC concluded another case in connection with activities of HADEP members and executives during the time, when Abdullah Öcalan was in Italy. The Court sentenced Niyazi İletmiş, chairman for Narlıdere district, and the board members Reyhan Çomak, Düzgün Demirçelik and Elif Tokay to 10 months imprisonment and a fine of TL 666 million under Article 8/1 LFT. Vedat Demir, at the time a minor, was sentenced to 30 months’ imprisonment. The remaining 27 HADEP members were acquitted.

The lawyer Muharrem Erbey filed a case with the demand of compensation, because he had been detained as board member of HADEP in Diyarbakır on 19 March and held for four days at Diyarbakır Police HQ. He demanded TL 1.5 billion for wrongful detention and TL 5 billion for having been ill-treated in detention. In December Diyarbakır Criminal Court No. 3 awarded him TL 6.3 million for wrongful detention and TL 25 million immaterial compensation (ill-treatment). 

On 29 December Adana SSC acquitted the pupil Ç.S. and Hasan Beliren, chairman of HADEP for Yüreğir district from charges brought under Article 312 TPC in connection with a press statement on 10 August under the title “the children want peace”. 

Other kinds of pressure

On 2 January Veli Haydar Güleç, deputy chairman of HADEP for İstanbul province, held a press conference alleging that Coşkun Alagöz, Chief of Bağcılar district Police, prevented the party’s activities in Bağcılar district. He stated that the offices of HADEP in the district had been raided frequently since 19 November 1998 and a total of 500 members and executives had been detained.

On 10 January MHP adherents attacked the offices of HADEP in Kuşadası district (İzmir). They broke the windows of the premises, but fled, when the police arrived. HADEP filed an official complaint against the attackers.

At the beginning of January the police in Bandırma, Balıkesir, Edremit, Ayvalık, Şanlıurfa and Suruç raided the offices of HADEP in connection with a calendar prepared by MKM. During these raids archive material and copies of the calendar were seized.

The governor’s office in İstanbul prevented the gathering organized for 21 January by HADEP in Zeytinburnu district under the motto “Let’s Meeting in Peace, Solidarity and Freedom”.

On 26 January the police in İzmir detained M. Emin Bayer, chairman of HADEP for Konak district, the board members Abdurrahman Kılıç and Davut Özalp and the deputy chairman of Göç-Der, Duran Boztepe, when they went to Kadifekale (İzmir) on behalf of the party. 
On 27 January the police in İstanbul raided several houses in Samandıra town, Kartal district and detained 20 people, mostly members and executives of HADEP. Fourteen of them were released later and alleged that they were threatened not to go to HADEP any more. İstanbul SSC issued arrest warrants against Mustafa Kılıç, Galip Öztürk, Taner Öztürk, Adem Öztürk and Arafat Mert. 

Salih Altun, member of the party’s parliament, was detained on 28 January, when he wanted to go from Bitlis to Muş on behalf of the party. 

On 30 January unidentified men kidnapped Fuat Özdemir, board member of HADEP in Eyüp district, in İstanbul-Alibeyköy. He was set free on 1 February. During a press conference on 4 February he alleged that he had been tortured (see chapter on torture).

On 31 January the police in İstanbul detained HADEP members, who had gather in the offices of HADEP in Ümraniye district to protest against the case of closure filed with the Constitutional Court.

On 10 February Aşikar Kılıç, chairman of the youth commission in Nusaybin district (Mardin) was detained in front of the party’s office.

The HADEP members Kazım, Hikmet and İhsan Özerk were detained during a raid on their house on 12 February. They alleged to have been tortured (see chapter on torture).

On 13 February the police in Ankara raided many houses and students’ hostels and detained some 20 members and executives of HADEP without an apparent reason. 

Once the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan had been taken to Turkey on 16 February the pressure on HADEP and detentions of members and executives increased drastically.

On 17 February the police in Diyarbakır detained 34 members and executives of HADEP during raids of offices and houses. Feridun Çelik, chairman for the province, Selim Kurbanoğlu, deputy chairman, Abdullah Akın and the lawyers Mansur Reşitoğlu and Mahmut Vefa were among the detainees.

On 21 February the offices of HADEP in Birecik district (Urfa) were searched under the pretext of a Kurdish calendar for 1999. The police detained Yusuf Erdoğan, chairman for the province and the employee Yusuf Yağmur.

The next day the offices of HADEP in Urfa province were raided. The police detained 20 people including M. Selim Özpolat, SG of HADEP, Celalettin Erkmen, chairman for the province and the treasurer Mehmet Ural.

On 23 February 8 people were detained in İskenderun including HADEP chairman Kasım Kısa on allegations of having staged illegal demonstrations in Esentepe and Yıldırımtepe quarter. They were remanded the next day.

Kazım Tokmak, chairman of the youth commission of HADEP in Tarsus district (Mersin), and the HADEP members Efrail Kızılyamaç, Mehmet Tataş, Serdar Beyazıt, Mahmut Yobaş and Ömer Bulur were detained on 8 March World Women’s Day. They were remanded on 13 March. 

On 11 March 3 HADEP members were detained in Adapazarı on allegations of having put up a banner at a footbridge. 

In mid-March the police in Ankara conducted operations against HADEP in Sincan district and detained the executives and members Akif Özarduk, Dürdane Güngör, Murat İzra, Ercan Yıldırım, Metin Kemal, Ayfer Koçak, Filiz Sunay, Dilek Gürses, Mehmet Apaydın, Fevzi Minas and two students with the first names of Ferhat and Serhat. 

Again in March soldiers raided Bedirhan town in Kozluk district (Batman), because leaflets on repentance, which the OHAL Regional Governor had printed, had allegedly been removed. The soldiers detained the HADEP members Salih Aksoy, Bedrettin Aksoy, Nurettin Adın, Mehmet Adın, M. Şirin Erol, Yılmaz Aşkanat, Şirin Arı and Yusuf Turan.

On 20 March the police in Batman detained some 25 people on accusations of having shouted slogans during the arrival of candidates of HADEP for the general election. 

Among 26 HADEP members, who had been detained in Şanlıurfa-Suruç on 4 April the chairman for the district Mehmet Kayahan and the board members Bekir Koştu, Nakşi Dizgör, Ziya Kaplan, Mehmet Şahin, Mehmet Solmaz and Ekrem Bilgiç were remanded on 14 April. 

On 13 April the HADEP members Haluk Duran, Sabahattin Sıvacı, Necdet Çiftçi, Maruf Engin and Ömer Kurt were detained in Van-Başkale after an election meeting. They were remanded on the grounds to have set a vehicle of the municipality in Hakkari on fire.

On 7 April members of a special team beat Fevzi Ateş and another 3 HADEP members, who were traveling in a convoy after a meeting in Erzurum-Hınıs. Hınıs Health Center issued reports for the victims certifying 5 days’ inability to work. In the evening hours the police raided the offices of HADEP in Erzurum and detained the candidate Cevahir Bayındır. He was released the next day, but detained again.

On 8 April Aslan Yüce, candidate of the HADEP for Kars, was detained while traveling in the election vehicle. Allegedly the High Election Council had banned the cassettes he used.

İbrahim Yağlu, chairman of HADEP in Muğla province, was detained on 18 April, because the election cassettes allegedly contained separatist propaganda. He was remanded on 22 April.

Nazım Çomak, SG of HADEP for İzmir province, declared in April that the police prevented a meeting organized by HADEP for Konak district. Only executives members and their relatives had been allowed into the hall and attempts to reverse the decision had been fruitless,

On 21 April soldiers detained Fesih Demir, member of parliament in Çarıklı town (Diyarbakır). The soldiers took him outside town, interrogated him and later set him free. Demir filed an official complaint with the public prosecutor on allegations of torture.

On 17 April the public prosecutor in Baykan district (Siirt) started an investigation against Mehmet Emeç, chairman of HADEP for the district and his wife Zümre Emeç because they were said to keep a HADEP flag at home.

On 27 April Mehmet Gündüz, candidate for the post of mayor in Antalya, was remanded on charges of supporting the PKK.

Abdullah İzgi, board member of HADEP in Seyhan district (Adana), was detained on 30 April, when he returned from a visit to Ceyhan Special Type Prison and soldiers controlled the IDs of the travelers.

İhsan Çelik, Mayor of Patnos in Ağrı province, was detained on 30 April. Allegedly he had disseminated separatist propaganda in a program on the local radio station on 21 April. On 1 May Erzurum SSC ordered his arrest, but he was release on objection of his lawyer.

On 29 April the gendarmerie conducted raids in Yakapınar town (Adana) and detained Şerif Yılmaz (member of the town’s parliament), Salih Yılmaz, Mehmet Aslan and İrfan Çakıl. 

Kemal Okutan, chairman of HADEP for Ankara province, who had been detained during a house raid, was released on 6 May.

On 21 May the police raided the offices of HADEP in Bingöl and detained the chairman Niyazi Azak. The same day HADEP member Zeki Kılıç was detained during the control of his car and Yılmaz Artan was detained during a raid on his house. 

On 26 May the police in Batman raided several houses and detained the members of the town’s parliament for HADEP Aklime Yürek and Hatice Bağatır. 

On 29 May several women gathered in the offices of HADEP in Şehitkamil district (Antep). When they left the police detained Fatma Kurt, Adile Kurt, Filiz Kurt, Emine Kurt, Yeter Çiçek, Hacer Işık, Sıdıka Deniz, Fatma Vargül, Kevser Güvenç, Kudret Yılmaz, İkram Kılıç, Remziye Kılıç, Saadet Kılıç, Hale Kılıç and a woman by the first name of Zeliha. 

The police in İstanbul prevented a meeting planned by the HADEP organization in Bağcılar district for 13 June in order to evaluate the election results.

On 11 June the police raided the house of HADEP member Turan Volkan in Maltepe-İstanbul on the pretext that he was wanted as a supporter of the PKK. The police detained his daughter.

During the night of 1 July soldiers raided various houses in Yenimahalle quarter of Şemdinli district (Hakkari). They detained 67 people including Şemsettin Uysal, former chairman of HADEP for the district, Ahmet Geylani and Sait Kaya. 17 of the detainees were released the next day.

On 29 July the High Election Council removed Zeynel Bağır, Mayor from HADEP in Lice district (Diyarbakır) from office. The Council ruled that he had been involved in a case of bodily harm on 20 November 1989 and a court had ruled that he should be banned from public service. Zeynel Bağır confirmed that a trial on the incident of bodily harm had been conducted, but the court had not banned him from public service. 

During a raid on the offices of HADEP in Maltepe (İstanbul) on the pretext that illegal publications were in the office the police detained 18 people including the board members Sayin Aği and Hayriye Algülerhan. They appeared at Kartal prosecutor’s office on 30 June and were released.

Mehmet Benzer, board member of HADEP in Küçükdikili town (Adana), declared that 9 members of JİTEM kidnapped and tortured him on 9 July.

The police in İstanbul prevented a commemoration meeting for Vedat Aydın to be held by HADEP in Kartal district on 11 July. The police detained 6 HADEP members including İshak Tepe, member of the party’s parliament and his wife Zübeyde Tepe. 
In Ankara Murat Bozlak and Safiye Akalın, who had been released by Ankara SSC on 12 July, were detained the same day.

Hüseyin Yılmaz, who had been elected Mayor of Ağrı, although he was imprisoned at the time, started his office after release on 21 July. He said: “My imprisonment was based on completely anti-democratic means. On 18 April I was in prison, but the people chose me. This is the answer of the people to the attack on their own values.”

On 21 July soldiers raided Altınsu village in Şemdinli district (Hakkari) and detained Sıddık Tekin, board member of HADEP in Şemdinli. After his release Van State Hospital issued a report certifying 31 days’ inability to work.

Reyhan Çomak, member of the central women’s commission was detained on 26 July, when she was traveling in a bus from Turgutlu district to İzmir. She was interrogated in a police car and later said: “After I had entered the car they started to threaten me saying that one day I might be shot in the head. They wanted to know why I opposed the death penalty and accused me of sending militants to the mountains.”

Nihat Altun, member of the youth commission of HADEP in Menemen district (İzmir) was detained during a house raid on 26 July. During the night the police searched his house again, taking him with them. The police waited in the house until 1.30am and then left taking Altun with them.
On 29 July the police raided the offices of HADEP in Çorlu district (Tekirdağ) and detained the chairman for the district, Mehaf Savaş and the treasurer Ahmet Demir. On 5 August Kasım Zengin, chairman of the youth commission, was detained.

The police in Bağcılar quarter (İstanbul) raided houses of HADEP members on 10 August and detained Metin Topçuoğulları, his wife Hicran Topçuoğulları, Enver Karabey and his son Mazhar Karabey. 

In August the police in Aydın raided several houses according to a list of 60 people. Most people on the list reportedly were members of HADEP. Some of them complained that the police made heavy accusation and insults during the raids.

Mahmut Becerikli, chairman of HADEP in Osmaniye province, was detained on 17 August. Looking for him the police first raided the offices of the party and then his house. The police also detained Mahmut Becerikli’s wife Zeynep Becerikli. After his release on 19 August Mahmut Becerikli stated that he had been detained on allegations of persuading someone not to do his military service.

On 20 August soldiers raided several villages in Digor district of Kars province. They detained more than 50 people including Şevket Baykız, headman of Mevrek village, Cemal Bölgi, headman of Hasancan village, Zorba Başkutlu, board member of HADEP in Digor, Kemal Bölgi and Kemal Baykız. 

A press release of HADEP of 20 August related the detention of Celil İmret, board members in Batman, Hasan Vural, board member on Dörtyol district (Hatay) in Ankara-Polatlı, and Hilmi Elçi, chairman of HADEP in Elazığ province and the board member Hıdır Kılıçtepe. 

On 19 August the police in Güroymak district (Bitlis) raided many houses and detained 18 people including HADEP executives Cahit Göktaş and Abdurahim Ata and the members M. Baki Bingöl, Nesim Göktaş, Cahit Özkan, Veli Taşkın, Cahit Yüksel, Cuda Yüksel, Cesim Göktaş, Zahir Mete and Nafiz Pekyüksel. 

On 22 August the police in Antalya detained Erdal Yıldırım, board member for the central district, Hüseyin Aktaş and Duzali Kaya on the beach in Konyaaltı. Kaya and Aktaş were later released, but Yıldırım was remanded and put in Antalya E-type Prison.

On 4 September the police in Van raided the offices of HADEP for the province, the central and Kurtalan district on orders of the prosecutor at Van SSC. They searched the premises for about one hour and seized various documents. The executives Salih Acar, Fettah Elmas, Rüknettin Hakan and Alaattin Kalçık were detained, but released in the evening.

In the evening of 20 September Abdullah Aydemir, member of the party’s parliament and executive Emin İldan were detained in Ceyhan. 

Veysel Turhan, member of the party’s parliament, was detained in Siirt on 21 September, when he left the office of HADEP. 

In Iğdır Resul Yıldız, working in the municipality for HADEP, was detained the same day. He was released in the evening hours.

Ahmet Candemir, treasurer of HADEP in Batman, his brother Süleyman Candemir and Raziye İnatçı were detained on 20 September, but released on 21 September.

On 23 September the police in İzmir raided a house in Güzeltepe quarter and detained the HADEP members Veli, Zeytin and Nebahat Kıyak. In Diyarbakır HADEP member of the provincial parliament Davut Adah was detained on the same day. 

On 4 October Remziye Berk, board member of HADEP in Diyarbakır, was called to testify at Mermer Police Station. She was sent to Saraykapı Gendarmerie Station and detained there.

The offices of HADEP in Derik were raided on 16 October. The police seized signatures “Freedom of Thought and No to the Death Penalty”, several books and journals and detained Mesut Çelik, chairman for the district. He was released in the evening hours. 

The governor’s office in İstanbul banned the festival for friendship and peace, which HADEP wanted to conduct on 15 October. Some 100 members of HADEP, who did not know of the ban and had come to Abdi İpekçi Sporthall, were detained.

On 18 October the police in İzmir raided various houses of HADEP members and detained Abdulvahap Bal, Mahmut Suncak, Sabri Suncak, Cemalettin Arık, Fırat Akbay, İhsan Ayaz, Mehmet Özer and a person with the first name of Maşallah. 

Allegedly acting on a tip-off the police in Adana raided the municipality in Küçükdikili in Seyhan district on 21 October and detained the Mayor Mehmet Yaşık and 5 employees. When the detainees were presented to the prosecutor the police maintained that they found banned publications and a Turkish flag that had been ripped into pieces in the room of the mayor. The prosecutor forwarded the detainees to the state security court on 22 October. Testifying to the prosecutor at Adana SSC Mehmet Yaşik said that the flag the police officers found in his cupboard had not been torn apart. Soldiers from the gendarmerie had taken the flag to another room stating that they wanted to take some notes and they had ripped the flag into pieces.

On 31 October the house of Mehmet Şerif Çatak, member of the party’s parliament in Muş, was raided. Çatak alleged that his house in Varto district was raided in order to prevent him from participating in the election to the administrative council of the province to be held on 1 November, because the authorities feared that HADEP might gain the majority.
For people from HADEP were elected to the administrative council in Muş and on 2 November MHP adherents attacked members of HADEP. A fight with stones and sticks broke out and, as a result, the HADEP members Bahattin Bingöl, Mirza Güneş and Şahin Kotan were injured. After treatment in hospital they were detained. Fahrettin Aslan, who had been elected to the council, was detained the same day.

On 2 November gendarmerie soldiers detained Vakkas Dalkılıç, deputy chairman of HADEP in Antep province.

On 2 November Mehdi Aslan, member of the party’s parliament, was detained in Bursa. He was remanded on the grounds of an arrest warrant in absentia.

Sabri Adıbelli, board member of HADEP in Karşıyaka district (İzmir) declared that plain clothes detectives had come to his house on 14 November and threatened him. This had been the latest of three raids on his house during one week. On 11 November he had been detained and asked for names of people he did not know. The raid on 14 November had been conducted in connection with the detention of his cousin Emin Adıbelli.

On information by repentant PKK militant Niyazi Dolan the gendarmerie detained Hamza Omak and Halim Alıcı, board members of HADEP in Bingöl on 16 November. In Sudurdağ village in Karlıova district the soldiers detained Acar Zorbozan and Hasan Kaya on 17 November. Reportedly Hamza Ömak had to be treated in hospital because of torture during detention. The detainees were remanded on 22 November.

On 22 November the police in İstanbul detained Hünkar Demirel, board member of HADEP in Büyükçekmece, and Şifa Aktürk in İstanbul-Esenyurt.

On the anniversary of the death of Metin Yurtsever, who had been detained during a hunger strike in the offices of HADEP in Kocaeli on 20 November 1998 and who died in detention, some people gathered in Çınarlı village, Derince district. The gendarmerie detained 15 of them.

On 20 November soldiers detained Özcan Şit, board member of HADEP in Ardahan province and his brother Mikail Şit in their home village Düşeli.
Hünkar Demirel, secretary of HADEP in İstanbul-Büyükçekmece and Sefa Aktürk were detained on 22 November. 

On 25 November the police in Siirt raided several houses of HADEP members and executives and detained Ali Timurtaş, Abdurrahman Taşçı, Muhyettin Timurtaş, Abdurrahman Timurtaş, Halil Selçuk, Hasan Selçuk, Abdullah Selçuk, A. Bari Selçuk, İbrahim Öner, Şükrü Öner, Abdullah Öner and Ahmet Erzen. They were interrogated at Siirt Police HQ for three days. On 29 November the police raided the offices of HADEP in Siirt and demolished the furniture. The officers conducted an ID check and seized a file with press statements and 55 petitions of villagers, who wanted to return to their villages.

On 5 December five people attacked M. Haluk Dağ, executives of HADEP in Bağcılar (İstanbul) and Abdurrahman Karataş, while they were putting up posters in Güneşli quarter for the congress of HADEP in İstanbul. Haluk Dağ was slightly injured, but Abdurrahman Karataş had to be taken to hospital.

On 9 December the police in İstanbul detained Hikmet Yıldız, Rıdvan Kaya, Hükmü Cirmi and Raif Boldağ, while they were putting up posters of HADEP in Büyükdere. The police raided their houses in the night, but released them afterwards.

On 15 December the police in Urfa raided the offices of HADEP and detained 11 people. Urfa Police HQ made a statement alleging that they found a package with some 70 illegal publications.

HADEP members, who had been detained in Mardin in December during a visit of State President Süleyman Demirel, alleged that they were tortured in detention. Gülistan Durç, member of the women’s commission in the province stated that she filed an official complaint and was sent to Mardin State Hospital. She was given a medical report certifying her inability to work for 7 days, because of fractures of her arm and traces of blows on her body. Gülistan Durç added that the officers at Yenişehir Police Station tortured them. 

On 20 December Eyüp Karageçi, deputy chairman of HADEP, was detained, when he went to Adana Police HQ in order to extend his passport. 

On 20 December the police in Ağrı raided the offices of HADEP, confiscated some publications and detained Naif İşçimen, chairman for the province and Ahmet Kaya, chairman for the central district. Reportedly the house of Naif İşçimen had been searched the day before. He had been detained, but released after a short time.

Killed HADEP members

Mehmet Latifeci, Yahya Latifeci

On 8 September Antakya Criminal Court concluded the trial in connection with the killing of Mehmet Latifeci, chairman of HADEP in Samandağ district (Hatay) and his father Yahya Latifeci on 30 March 1995. The Court sentenced Şevki Karaağaçlı to 36 years’ imprisonment and Behçet Karaağaçlı to 21 years’ imprisonment. 

This was a retrial. In the first verdict of 17 April 1997 the Curt had sentenced Şevki Karaağaçlı to 36 years’ imprisonment, Behçet Karaağaçlı to 24 years’ imprisonment and Fikret Karaağaçlı to 2 years’ imprisonment. The Court of Cassation had quashed the verdict against Şevki and Behçet Karaağaçlı and only confirmed the sentence of Fikret Karaağaçlı. During the trial Behçet Karaağaçlı had stated that he committed the murder on the wish of the commander of the district’s gendarmerie station, Lieutenant Vedat Ergin and the chief commissioner Necati Akyol and received TL 1.5 billion from businessman Naci Koza, known for his relations to the Welfare Party (RP) and Vedat Ergin.

İhsan Tunç

İhsan Tunç (45), chairing the HADEP commission in Yenibey quarter (Adana), was shot dead on 8 September, when he returned home. Reasons for the killings remained unknown.

The Virtue Party (FP) 

The Chief Prosecutor at the Court of Cassation filed a case with the Constitutional Court for the closure of the Virtue Party (FP) on 7 May. (
) The indictment alleged that FP was not only the continuation of the closed down Welfare Party (RP), but of all political parties that used religion as a tools. All officials of the party including the chairman Recai Kutan were compared to “vampires that don’t use anything else but blood for nourishment”. The indictment quoted from speeches of executives of the party and referred to MP for İstanbul, Merve Kavakçı, who had come to the oath taking ceremony with headscarves and who had left the GNAT without taking the oath. The indictment asked for all MPs to lose their mandate except for Aydın Menderes, who obviously did not share the policies of the party.

On 4 June the chief prosecutor forwarded a cassette and transcription to the Constitutional Court as additional evidence. The cassette concerned a taped phone conversation between FP MP Yasin Hatipoğlu, deputy chair of the GNAT, and Necmettin Erbakan after a vote in the GNAT on cancellation of the elections. Reportedly Hatip Yasinoğlu told Erbakan in detail about the events and quarrels in parliament and admitted that he had acted against the rules and laws during the debate. The indictment alleged that FP had developed a strategy that some well-known politicians would confer with Erbakan and take advice from him. Since the former leader of the closed down RP guided the FP it was obvious that FP was the continuation of the RP. 

In the letter, which accompanied the cassette, the prosecutor admitted that the cassette had been obtained in violation of the principle of secrecy of communication; the transcription had been made by Vural Savaş himself and it should be advisable that only the rapporteur, the judges of the Constitutional Court and lawyer of the charged party should be informed of its contents. Yet there should be no objection on using the cassette for the verdict.

On 10 September FP forwarded a written defense to the Constitutional Court. 

The Welfare Party (RP)

Following the closure of the RP the former leaders appealed to the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR). On 22 May 1998 the ECHR declared the application admissible and asked the Turkish government for a comment until the beginning of March 1999. The government presented the reply in September giving a detailed explanation of laicism (secularity). The government claimed that RP had close ties to radical movements in other countries. RP was shown as a potential threat and danger and provisions of Turkish law were shown as the reason for the closure.

The government also quoted from speeches of the former chairman Necmettin Erbakan, Şevket Kazan, Ahmet Tekdal, Şevki Yılmaz, Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan, İbrahim Halil Çelik and Şükrü Karatepe. 

A number of cases against executives and former MPs of RP continued in 1999. The information on some of them is as follows:

The “Milli Görüş” (National View) Case

In March Ankara SSC Prosecution Office launched a trial against Necmettin Erbakan and executive members of the closed down RP, the National Youth Foundation (MGV) and the Independent Industrialists and Businessmen Association (MÜSİAD). The indictment accused the defendants of “carrying out activities to establish a state based on religion.” Necmettin Erbakan was accused of “getting in touch with pro-Kurdish Islamic organizations” during the period he served as prime minister. 

According to the indictment, PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan said the following regarding Necmettin Erbakan in his testimony to the prosecutor on 22 February 1999: “After Necmettin Erbakan was assigned Prime Minister in 1996, he sent me a message via Mervan Zerti, with the code name Ağa, who is very close to the Syrian government, and via my man in Syria, with the code name Delil. He stated that they would bring economical, political and cultural improvements in the Southeast, and he demanded peace and a cease-fire for this reason. I replied him with a letter sent via the same persons. I declared that I regarded his proposal as positive and accepted it.” 

The indictment demanded the closure of the MGV and the MÜSİAD on the claims that these were “organizations educating pro-Sheria (Islamic law) militants.” The indictment sought the death penalty for Ahmet Tekdal, former Deputy Chairperson of the RP, Şevki Yılmaz, Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan and İbrahim Halil Çelik, former MPs. The case files against Necmettin Erbakan, Şevket Kazan, the former Deputy Chairperson of the RP, and Oğuzhan Asiltürk, Ömer Vehbi Hatipoğlu and Zeki Ergezen, MPs with the Virtue Party (FP), were separated because of their immunity as MPs.

The names of the defendants who were indicted under Article 146 § 3 of the Turkish Penal Code were: Ali Nabi Koçak (Sultanbeyli Mayor, İstanbul), İmdat Kaya (Director of Cemeteries, İstanbul), Erol Yarar (Chairperson of MÜSİAD), Ali Bayramoğlu (Deputy Chairperson of MÜSİAD), Ahmet Akgül (columnist with the daily Milli Gazete), Süleyman Mercümek (known to the public as the treasurer of the RP), Adnan Demirtürk (Chairperson of the MGV), Nevzat Laleli (former Chairperson of the MGV), and the MGV executive members, Tacettin Çetinkaya, Yılmaz Bölükbaşı, Sadık Küçükgünay, Mecit Dönmezbilek, Fikret Erçoban, Ahmet Ertok, Abdülkadir Geylani, Muzaffer Baydar, Ali Tandoğan, Mehmet Bozgeyik, Mustafa Akgün, Mükremin Karakoç, Mehmet Karaman, Tuncer Tabak, Asım Sezen and Nuh Mehmet Solmaz.

The „Milli Görüş” case started on 17 May. Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan pleaded not guilty and stated that the indictment was solely based on a book by Ergun Poyraz that used expression such as traders in religion, partners of the PKK, dirty view gang. Ceylan stated that he had filed a case against the author, because of insults. The author had also called him MP for Kars, while he was an MP for Ankara. 

In the hearing of 4 August Erol Yarar and other defendants also pleaded not guilty. 

In the hearing of 22 November Ankara SSC issued arrest warrants against the defendants Şevki Yılmaz, İbrahim Halil Çelik and İmdat Kaya. The case did not conclude in 1999.

Necmettin Erbakan

The trial launched at Ankara Penal Court No. 5 on charges of insulting the Constitutional Court ended in acquittal. 

The cases against Necmettin Erbakan at Diyarbakır SSC No. 1 and Ankara Criminal Court No. 9 did not conclude in 1999.

Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan

In March the Court of Cassation confirmed the verdict of 1 year’s imprisonment imposed under Article 312 TPC on Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan by Ankara SSC No. 1 in connection with a speech he made in Kırıkkale in 1993. The verdict included a lifetime ban on political activities. On 7 September Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan started to serve his sentence in Çubuk Prison (Ankara). 

On 14 October Ankara Penal Court No. 19 sentenced Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan to 15 months’ imprisonment in connection with a speech he had made in Germany in 1992. In this speech he allegedly insulted the memory of Atatürk. The prison term was suspended.

Ankara SSC No. 2 decided to drop the case against Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan based on his book “Treason of the Blue Mosque” because of laps of time. Charges had been brought under Article 312 TPC.

The case against Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan at Konya Penal Court No. 1 on charges of insulting the State President did not conclude in 1999. Another case at Ankara Criminal Court No. 2 on charges of insulting the armed forces, the GNAT and the State President also continued. 

Şevki Yılmaz 

Four different cases existed against Şevki Yılmaz at Ankara Criminal Court No. 2 on charges of insulting the State President, the armed forces and the GNAT. The Court issued an arrest warrant in absentia since the defendant was “on the run”. 

Similar court cases in Ankara referred to speeches Şevki Yılmaz made. He stood accused of having insulted the personality of Atatürk, the State President Süleyman Demirel, the former President of the Constitutional Court, Yekta Güngör Özden, former Minister Mustafa Taşar and his wife Gülderen Taşar and Gaziantep Mayor Celal Doğan and his wife Aysel Doğan. In the absence of the defendant none of these cases concluded in 1999. 

İbrahim Halil Çelik 

On 28 September the chief prosecutor in Kahramanmaraş had an arrest warrant issued against İbrahim Halil Çelik in connection with a speech he made in Kahramanmaraş in 1993. In this speech he allegedly had called the former President of the Constitutional Court, Yekta Güngör Özden, “trader of Atatürk, secularism and atheism”. Directed at Atatürk he reportedly said, “For 70 years we are governed by a regime without Allah. Atatürk and the Pharaohs claimed that there is no Allah”. 

Ankara SSC No. 1 continued to hear the case against Çelik based on his words “If compulsion and pressure continues, blood will be shed. Bloodshed is nice, because it brings democracy”. The charges related to Article 312 TPC.

A different court case continued at Ankara Criminal Court No. 2 for similar words Çelik had uttered in an interview with a newspaper. The charges here related to Article 159 TPC for the words “I spit on such a government”.

The Labor’s Party (EMEP)

On 19 January a group of five people attacked the offices of EMEP in Ankara-Altındağ. The assailants broke the windows with picture of Metin Göktepe and shouted, “this is our first warning” and ran away.

On 25 January the police in Gaziantep raided the election offices of EMEP in Düztepe and Ünaldı quarters. The police officers interrogated the staff member on the Düztepe office for some time before going to Ünaldı quarter. Here the staff member was detained under beatings. The police officers released him after they had searched his house.

On 26 April Ankara SSC acquitted the executives and members Muhammet Uludağ, Mustafa Yalçıner, Kamil Tekin Sürek, Seyit Aslan, Nedim Köroğlu, Haydar Kaya, Celal Aygün, Jülide Kalıç, Ali Rıza Eroğlu, Deniz Gürbüz and Murtaza Aykaç from charges brought under Article 312 TPC in connection with leaflets for 1 May 1998 (Labor Day). 

In the early hours of 2 February unidentified people attacked the offices of EMEP in İstanbul-Eyüp and demolished the equipment.

On 19 February the police in Malatya raided the offices of HADEP in Malatya. On 22 February the offices of HADEP in Sivas province and Divriği district were raided. The wallpaper of EMEP on the Kurdish question was shown as the reason since Malatya Penal Court had issued an order of confiscation for the paper.

Mehmet Alşan, Deniz Uygun and Serdal Türkmen were detained in İstanbul-Kadıköy on 21 February, when they distributed leaflets of EMEP saying “No to Educational Fees”.

Halil Keskin, chairman of EMEP in Balya district (Balıkesir) was reportedly sentenced to 3 months’ imprisonment and a fine of TL 900,000, because he put up the decision of the party’s first ordinary congress one hour late. He started to serve his sentence on 24 February.

In İstanbul the EMEP members Mustafa Duman, Murat Kılıç, Cüneyt Yılmaz, Şahin Şen and Turgay Batıbek were detained on 28 February, when they returned from a wedding of Erdal Özdemir, executive of EMEP for İstanbul province.

On the same day İsmet Torun, chairman of EMEP for Tuzla district, Hıyasettin Tepeli and Fevzi Tepeli were detained in İstanbul, when they out up posters saying “We won’t carry the burden of the crisis. No to the free zone”.
Aslan Topal, executive of EMEP in Manisa and the member Yusuf Sabancı were detained on 3 March, when they sold the daily “Evrensel”. 

In Amasya the EMEP chairman for the province, İsmail Arslan and three unnamed persons were detained on 2 March.

In İstanbul Özgür Mert, Yavuz Uruçoğlu, Deniz Turgaroğlu and Ender Tangör were detained on 8 March, when they prepared leaflets for EMEP.

The police in Diyarbakır prevented a visit of EMEP chairman Levent Tüzel to Diyarbakır. He and his companions were stopped in the Değirmendere region on 22 March. They were told that the OHAL governor had banned their entry to Diyarbakır. On the same the offices of EMEP in Diyabakır were raided and the police seized posters and leaflets of the party.
In İstanbul the police prevent a festivity planned by Şişli district organization of EMEP for 21 March in order to introduce the candidates for the general election.

The Chief of Çorum Police filed an official complaint with the public prosecutor on 11 May in connection with a leaflet of the provincial organization of EMEP on the 1st of May.

Ali Taman, chairman of EMEP for Tunceli province and Metin Turan, candidate for EMEP to become mayor of Tunceli were indicted in connection with speeches they held on 27 March, when EMEP chairman Levent Tüzel visited the town. The charges related to Law No. 2935 on the State of Emergency. The court case did not conclude in 1999.

On 21 June the police in Pertek district (Tunceli) raided the offices of EMEP and detained 5 people. The detainees later alleged that they were beaten at the police station and put under pressure to confess that they were members of an illegal organization.

On 3 July the EMEP members Veysel Kavak, Ali Kavak, Hıdır Tülek, Kerim Özdemir, Uğraş Yıldırım and Servet Salar were detained, when they put up EMEP posters in İstanbul-Bağcılar.

The executives of EMEP in Nazilli district (Aydın), Mehmet Kaya, Bülent Çamoğlu and Mustafa Sarıoğlu went to prison on 13 July to serve a sentence of 20 months’ imprisonment imposed on them by İzmir SSC under Article 312 TPC in connection with a leaflet on peace.

The court case against Cuma İlbeyli, chairman of HADEP in Urfa, and Sadık Güleç, chairing the youth commission, who had been detained on 21 March, concluded on 23 June. Both defendants were fined, because of separatist propaganda in the brochure “This time the workers will win”, which they had been carrying at the time of detention.

On 18 July at 1.30am the office of EMEP in Aydın was attacked. Hüseyin Sevran, chairman of EMEP in Aydın, said later that the attacker entered through a neighboring building, damaged the equipment and destroyed several documents.

Ali Yıldız, Zeynel Yıldız and Barış Aktan were detained on 27 July, when they left the offices of EMEP in Mazgirt district (Tunceli).

The EMEP member Metin Gül was held in detention for 24 hours after his detention in Ankara on 5 August, when he put up posters against the IMF.

The EMEP members Ulaş Velioğlu, Levent Günay, Ersin Günay, Olcay Yanar and Ali Yaman were detained in İstanbul-Avcılar on 19 August, when they collected aid for the victims of the earthquake.

In İstanbul the police intervened when EMEP wanted to announce a press statement on 1 September World Peace Day. Cevriye Aydın, chairwoman for the province and the executives Seyit Aslan and Düzgün Buluç were detained later.

Arif Toprak, spokesperson for EMEP in Urfa, was indicted under Article 312 TPC in connection with a press statement on 1 September World Peace Day.

In Ankara EMEP official Coşkun Gül and the member Yalçın Gül were detained on 8 September, when they distributed leaflets. They were fined TL 15 million for having distributed leaflets without permission.

In November several EMEP members were detained when they put up posters against the IMF and Bill Clinton. The places and names of these detentions were: in Ankara-Mamak Mutlu Kılıç, Sevil Aracı, Kenan Polat; in İstanbul-Gaziosmanpaşa, Beykoz, Kadıköy, Kağıthane and Zeytinburnu Mustafa Gürsoy, Gökhan Kıl, Leyla Işık, Kenan Tokgül, Şerif Yeşilbingöl, Hicran Danışman, Erhan Demir, Serpil Öztürk, Ebru Atakan, Esra İskitoğlu, Kahraman Durmuş, Göksel Karataş, Serkan Kızılkaya, Sevgi Delibaş, Aşur Çetinkaya, Ebru Önal, Mehmet Çelik, Ahmet Akgüzel, Levent Erkoç, Serdar Aydın, Meryem Durmaz, Özgür Sağıroğlu, Mahir Yamen, Mehmet Gerçek, Akcil Bozkurt, Birol Bozkurt, Haluk Demir, Yeliz Çopuz, Bektaş Durmaz, Mustafa Atik, Ali Doğan, Faruk Terzi, Suat Çelik, Server Salar, Bülent Kaya, Ayla Belek, İlhan Altın, Onur İlçi, Yasemin Saylı, Sinan Danacı and two persons with the first names of Hasan and Aslan.

The same posters were the pretext of a raid by the police in Elazığ on the local offices of EMEP on 16 November. Several journals, books and other publications were seized on the grounds that confiscation orders against them existed. 

The governor’s office in the OHAL region banned the EMEP posters reading, “Stop the Pressure – Lift OHAL”. Shortly after the decision the police raided the offices of EMEP in Diyarbakır on 26 November and seized the copies of the poster. In İstanbul the police detained Nizam Kaya, Sabri Şen, Caner Taşçı, Göksel Karataş, Tahire Ayla Belek and Ebru Atakan on 28 November, when they were putting up these posters.

On 29 November some juveniles of EMEP put up posters against OHAL in İstanbul-Sarıgazi. They were attacked by MHP followers.

Özcan Dağıstan and Gülhan Benli were detained on 5 December, when they put up posters prepared by the EMEP organization in Kağıthane (İstanbul). 

On 9 December the police in İstanbul-Bostancı detained Yüksel Akkaya, Mehmet Alşan, Ergün Enç, Halis Karaaslan and Sinan Danacı, when they put up posters against the IMF. The police in Beykoz detained Murat Kırkgöze, Kemal Özcan, Yasemin Saylı, Hicran Danışman, Sinan Danacı, Ergin Ay and Haluk Emir when they distributed leaflets of EMEP.

On 12 December the police in Tuzla-İstanbul detained Metin Yasan, Hayrettin Akın, Ercan Yavuz, Muharrem Yiğit, Serhat Bal and Deniz Göl, when they put up poster of EMEP. 

On 25 December the police detained the EMEP members Engin Ay, Yeliz Topuz and Bülent Erdoğan, when they distributed leaflets in front of the glass factory Paşabahçe in İstanbul-Beykoz. 

The Freedom and Solidarity Party (ÖDP)

On 16 March the police in İstanbul detained Ufuk Uras, chairman of ÖDP, deputy chairman Atilla Aytemur, Mehmet Atay, chairman for İstanbul province and the executives Doğan Halis, Halis Yıldırım and Hüseyin Cengiz, when they wanted to place flowers at the place of the 16 March massacre that happened 21 years ago. They were released after some time.

In Divriği district (Urfa) Metin Şimşek, chairman for the district and board member Güzel Karayılan were sentenced to 15 months’ imprisonment in connection with an action that the ÖDP Headquarters had organized under the motto of “The Citizen Seeks Justice”. 

On 7 January Kadıköy Criminal Court No. 3 acquitted 32 ÖDP members, who on 24 October 1998 had gathered in front of the Kadıköy office of ÖDP to read out a press statement. They had been charged with staging an illegal demonstration. 

On 14 January unidentified assailants threw a molotov cocktail into the office of ÖDP in İstanbul-Maltepe. 

Adana Criminal Court No. 2 heard the case of Mehmet Beyaztaş, chairman of ÖDP for Adana province, and the ÖDP members Hasan Sarıkaya, Yaşar Demir, Sadık Sıçramaz, Yakup Durmuş, Leyla Uyar, Adalet Nefise Çınar, Hayri Akgün and Metin Çelik. They were charged with insulting the police in speeches they had held during the Solidarity Night on 28 February 1998. The trial did not conclude in 1999. 

Ankara SSC continued to hear the case of ÖDP officials charged in connection with posters they had prepared in support of the students on trial for having unfolded a banner in parliament. The charges against Ufuk Uras, the deputy chairpersons Yıldırım Kaya, Serpil Boğa and the board members Necmi Demir, Saruhan Oluç, Atilla Aytemur, Burhan Sönmez and Sultan Özcan were brought under Article 169 TPC. The trial did not conclude in 1999.

On 20 March right-wing extremists attacked the election convoy of the ÖDP İstanbul organization in İkitelli. ÖDP announced that the attackers used stones, sticks and knives and injured one person to the head. 
On 23 March the police in İstanbul detained Mehmet Sadık Varsak, candidate for ÖDP in İstanbul-Güngören and three members of the party. 

Unidentified assailants attacked the ÖDP offices in Kütahya province on 4 June. Nobody was harmed. The organization declared that this office had been attacked twice before. 

On 6 November the police in İstanbul raided the house of İsmail Bektaş, chairman of ÖDP in İstanbul-Kağıthane district, when he was not at home. Officials of the police, who were asked about this operation, stated that they had no knowledge of such an action. 

The Worker’s Party (İP)

On 23 February Ankara SSC continued to hear the case of 10 party officials including the chairman Doğu Perinçek. At the time he was serving a sentence of 14 months’ imprisonment imposed on him for a speech he made prior to the general election in 1991. The speech allegedly contained separatist propaganda. In this trial Doğu Perinçek was charged with supporting an illegal organization, a violation of the Law on Firearms and having published secret documents of the State. The latter two charges also applied for İP Secretary General Mehmet Bedri Gültekin and the other 8 officials. The case had been opened because of statement of the repentant PKK confessor Şehmuz Batur, who had admitted to have collected money for the political wing of the PKK, the ERNK.

The trial did not conclude in 1999.

On 4 March Ankara SSC passed another verdict on Doğu Perinçek, at the time still in Haymana Prison (Ankara). He and Ayşenur Zarakolu, owner of Belge Publishing House, had been charged with disseminating separatist propaganda during the 5th General Assembly of the HRA in 1994. Ankara SSC sentenced Doğu Perinçek to 1 year’s imprisonment and a fine of TL 100 million, while it acquitted Ayşenur Zarakolu. In June the Court of Cassation quashed the sentence against Doğu Perinçek.

On 25 May Doğu Perinçek withdrew from the post of President of the İP. In his letter to the central committee he stated that he had to take such a decision in order that the party would not be exposed to unlawful acts.

On 8 August Doğu Perinçek was released from prison, having served 10 months of his 14 months’ imprisonment according to the Law on Execution of Sentences. During the congress of the İP on 17 October he was again elected chairperson.

There were also cases involving representatives of different political parties. In Tunceli, for instance, Hasan Korkmaz, Mayor of Tunceli for the CHP, Seyfi Kılıç, candidate for the DYP, Celal Yaşar, chairman of the chamber of trade and industry in Tunceli, Metin Çetindere, former chairman of the RP in Tunceli and the businessman Seyit Ali Kızılaslan were charged with supporting an illegal organization in connection with the testimony of repentant PKK confessor Fesih Yıldırım (Güner). During the hearing at Malatya SSC on 27 May the confessor Fesih Güner withdrew earlier testimonies against the defendants, but the confessor Erdinç Peker repeated his accusations. On 24 June Hasan Korkmaz, Seyfi Kılıç and Seyit Ali Kızılaslan were released. On 5 August Malatya SSC sentenced Celal Yaşar and Metin Çetindere to 45 months’ imprisonment, but acquitted Hasan Korkmaz, Seyfi Kılıç and Seyit Ali Kızılaslan.
b) Associations and Foundations 

The Mesopotamian Culture Center (MKM)

On 29 April İstanbul SSC continued to hear the case of artists from the MKM, who had been detained on 8 December 1998, when they wanted to go to Romania. They had been remanded and charged with supporting an illegal organization. The defendants Serhat Bucak, Rauf Bozkurt, Selma Civak, Zelal Gökçe, Mehmet Yapıştıran, Kadriye Çırık and Alaaddin Aykoç were released after the hearing. 

On 4 May İzmir SSC heard the case of Hamide Yüksel, Fadime Genç (both under arrest in Uşak Special Type Prison) and Çetin Toprak, Zelal Morsümbül and Leman Akay (not under arrest) from the MKM in İzmir. The Court decided to change the charges from supporting an illegal organization (Article 169 TPC) to separatist propaganda (Article 8 LFT). 

During the hearing of 2 June the defendants pleaded not guilty. The Court acquitted Çetin Toprak, Zelal Morsümbül and Leman Akay, but sentenced Hamide Yüksel and Fadime Genç to 10 months’ imprisonment and a fine of TL 5 billion. The prison terms were suspended for five years and Yüksel and Genç were released after 6 months in pre-trial detention.

On 10 June İzmir SSC passed the verdict on MKM İzmir branch staff members Cezmi Yalçınkaya, Beyaz Emektar and Nuri Turan and sentenced them to 1 year’s imprisonment and a fine of TL 6 billion under Article 8 LFT. During a festival organized by the youth commission of HADEP in Denizli they had sung Kurdish songs. The sentences were suspended for five years.

On 19 June the police in Mersin raided a wedding party in Yenişehir quarter. Bedran Şener, staff member of the MKM, later alleged that he had been threatened with death and thrown down from the third floor. 

“At 10.40pm the police and members of special teams raided the wedding party and dispersed the crowd. I guarded the music instruments. Three plain-clothes detectives came to me and asked me, where I had come from. When I said that I had come from the MKM they told me to go to the roof, because my friends were waiting there. I went to the roof and the three officers followed. None of my friends was there. One of the plain-clothes detectives put his kaleshnikov to my head and said that he would kill me. I stepped backwards and when I was at the edge of the roof they started to beat me. I lost my balance and fell down. I stayed there for about half an hour, until other people in the house took me to hospital.”

Bedran Şener stayed in intensive care for two days. When police officers came to take his testimony he stated that he had fallen from the roof, because he was afraid of being subjected to a similar treatment again.

Deputy Governor for İçel (Mersin) province, Yaşar Kırımlı stated that the security forces were not responsible for the injuries. The person had panicked, when the security forces came to the wedding party, tried to run away and fallen from the roof, which caused his injuries.

On 14 November the police raided a wedding party in Demirtaş quarter of Mersin and detained Ayten Pasin and Kenan Şahin, members of the music group Koma Vendidad in the MKM. Reportedly the police assaulted the parents of the couple and dispersed the participants.

On 15 November the police in Mersin raided the local office of the MKM. They searched the premises for about two hours and detained 14 staff members and 9 visitors. The names of the detainees were: Revze Öngel, Fatma Ölmez, Yekin Ölmez, Zeynep Süer, Nusret Süer, Yılmaz Bayram, Metin Yılmaz, Behçet Pekdoğan, M. Abdulselam Çağlar, Sibel Özdemir, Arif Adalı, Meral Gündüzalp, Aziz Süer, Yusuf Binici, Abdullah Dağ, Ferit Süer, Ahmet Aktaş, Murat Akyıldız, Mehmet Aktaş, Hacı Demirdeğmez and Şehmuz Demirdeğmez. 

Vahdettin Emen, chairman of the MKM in Adana, was arrested after Cevat Soysal, who had been abducted in Moldavia, had arrived in Turkey. He was put on trial at Adana SSC, but acquitted in the first hearing on 23 September.
Hayri Tunç, working in theatre branch of the MKM in İstanbul declared that people introducing themselves as police officers had kidnapped him on 22 December. He participated in a press conference at the HRA in İstanbul on 25 December to protest the torture and rape of Şeyda Girgin from the music group “Kutup Yıldızı” to further report that the kidnappers had blindfolded him, driven around for a while and asked him to become a police informer. Referring to Ş.G. (see the chapter on rape in detention) they had said that this was a last warning.

Pir Sultan Abdal Culture Asscoation (PSAKD)

On 30 December 1998 plain-clothes detectives raided the offices of PSAKD in Ankara-Yenimahalle on the pretext that the branch had not informed on a change of address.

The branch in Mersin was not allowed to commemorate the massacre in Sıvas that had resulted in the death of 37 persons on 2 July 1993.

The police in İzmir prevented the branch in Buca to hold its 4th Ordinary Congress in the premises of the Association for Atatürk Thought in mid-October claiming that they had to use their own offices. 
Students’ Associations

On 3 February police officers from the department to fight terrorism at Ankara Police HQ raided the students’ association TÖDEF/AYÖ-DER and detained Özgür Yılmaz, Taylan Tanay, Sevgi Lüle, Sevinç Çiçek, Dursun Atakul, Berivan Upçin, Övünç Bileyen, Önder Karagöz, Reha Ertaş, Gürsel Gülmez, Döndü Şahingöz, Gül Tekin, Naciye Barbaros, Songül Ergül, Solmaz Yılmaz, İbrahim Murat Hülya, Özge Güner, Tamer Biçer, Nazan Biçer, Güvent Eker, Hacer Türk, Ebru Özlem Çınar and Deniz Keskin. The students were held in custody for 7 days, before they were presented to the prosecutor at Ankara SSC. Prosecutor Talat Şalk sent 27 of 29 students to the court with the demand of arrest. He released only Alp Bora Balyalı and Özge Güner. 

Talat Şalk finished the indictment on 21 March. The number of defendants had risen to 30, 28 of them in pre-trial detention. The indictment alleged that the students conducted activities for the DHKP-C under the name of “Rights and Freedoms Platform”, “Dev-Genç” or “TÖDEF”. The defendants were accused of having put up banners, conducted demonstrations, boycotts, and occupations in order to organize sympathizers. One of these actions had been a meeting in memory of the DHKP-C militant Birtan Altunbaş, who died in detention. The defendants were also accused of having participated in the Newroz celebrations of HADEP in Ankara on 21 March 1998, in the workers’ demonstration on 1 May 1997 and in the civil servants action on 7 February 1997. The prosecutor wanted the students to be sentenced according to Article 168/2 TPC (membership of an illegal organization).

On 20 February the police in İstanbul detained Barış Yıldırım, chairman of the Students’ Association at Yıldız Technical University in İstanbul and the board members Sinan Zarakolu and Deniz Zarakolu. On 22 February Aylin An, Pelin Uçer and on 23 February Barış Altan, Tuncay Emir and Altan Candan were detained. On 27 February all of them were taken to İstanbul SSC, which ordered the arrest of Barış Yıldırım, Serdar Güzel and Gülya Boran as alleged members of the Marxist-Leninist Communist Party (MLKP).

On 10 March Diyarbakır SSC started to hear the case of 10 students, 8 of them in pre-trial detention. They stood accused of having founded a students’ association under the name of Contemporary Students of Kurdistan in Kızıltepe (Mardin). The association was said to work in line with the PKK and the students were accused of membership to the PKK. During the hearing of 9 June 5 students were still under arrest. After the hearing on 9 September Diyarbakır SSC No. 1 ordered the release of four students, but decided that Aslan Erin should be kept in detention. 

The People’s House/s (Halkevleri)

The branches of the People’s Houses in Keçiören, Kalaba and Mamak (Ankara) were closed on 4 May for one week on the grounds that they conducted activities outside their aims and had accepted minors inside. The branches opened again on 11 May.

On 23 June İzmir Judicial Court No. 4 ordered the closure of Göksu People’s House (İzmir-Buca), even before its official opening on 27 June. Ali Burç, chairman of İzmir People’s House stated that their central office had been raided on 19 June without an official permission. The police officers had accused the officials of being members of the illegal THKP/C and had prepared a note that the association was conducting activities outside its purpose.

On 21 June the governor in İzmir had ordered the closure of the People’s House and İzmir Judicial Court No. 4 had passed a verdict on 23 June, confirming the decision of the governor. On 2 July the administration of the People’s House in İzmir filed an official complaint against the police officers at İzmir Police HQ and the governor on the grounds of illegal entry to a house, misconduct of duty and wrongful accusations.
Social Help and Solidarity Association with IDPs (Göç-Der)

On 28 January the İzmir branch of the Social Help and Solidarity Association with Internally Displace People (IDP, in Turkish generally called “migrants=göçmen”) was closed on demand of İzmir Police HQ and verdict by the Judicial Court on the grounds that the chairman of HADEP for İzmir province had spoken at the opening ceremony on 23 January.

The branch was reopened on1 July, but the police closed it on the same day. During the night the police raided the house of the chairman Duran Boztepe and detained him. He was released the same night and alleged that he was beaten at the department to fight terrorism in Bozyaka and threatened with death.

In July four unidentified people attacked the offices of HADEP in Küçükçekmece and the house of Göç-Der executive Timurbey Köylü. They seriously injured him.

On 8 July the headquarters of Göç-Der was raided. The police conducted a search and detained the SG Pakize Eriş.

The board members of Göç-Der were tried in connection with articles in the bulletins of December 1998, February and March 1999 on charges of having insulted the armed forces. The first hearing was conducted at Fatih Penal Court No. 5 on 16 December. Chairman Mahmut Özgür stated that they had not intended to insult anybody and the interview reflected the opinions of the interviewed persons. The other defendants in this trial were: Pakize Eriş, Mehmet Avcı, Duran Boztepe, Zübeyir Avras, Ahmet Demir, Timur Beyköylü, Emin Demirtaş, Süleyman Yıldız, Ramazan Ay and Semra Oğuz.

İdil Culture Center

On 18 February the premises of İdil Culture Center in Ortaköy (İstanbul) were raided on orders of the prosecutor at İstanbul SSC. The 11 people inside were detained, although they had locked the doors. Reporters, who wanted to take pictures of the incident, were beaten by members of the anti-riot police.

c) Trade unions
Obstacles for trade unionist activities increased in 1999 due to the speedy process of privatization and corresponding legal provisions.

On 13 August the GNAT accepted changes to the Constitution in connection with international consolidation that would allow international enterprises to work with their own rules in the private sector. The changes to Article 47, 125 and 155 of the Constitution entered into force the next day, when the amendments were published in the Official Gazette. Actions organized by trade unions and organizations of civil society such as demonstrations and press conferences were hindered by the police. Many trade unionists were detained and put on trial in connection with such actions.

The pressure on trade unions in the OHAL region did not decrease. Employees in the public sector faced difficulties in organizing. The confederation KESK informed the International Labor Organization (ILO) in June that in 1998 and the first half of 1999 a total of 42 people employed in the public sector had been sentenced to imprisonment, 12 had been sacked temporarily, 31 had been “exiled” and 8 had been dismissed from duty. The report presented the figure of 133,582 people in the public sector, who had been subjected to criminal and/or administrative investigations during the last 10 years. In continuation:

“During the same time 4,245 were “exiled” (appointed to remote places), 25 people were taken off duty, 1,192 employees were dismissed, 155 were sentenced to imprisonment and the cases of 16,182 people are continuing. A total of 72,744 had a cut in wages, 1,781 people lost a permanent place of employment, 917 people were set back in their career, 28,585 people were punished by a warning or protest and against 730 demands of losing the status of civil servants were made.”
Confederation of Trade Unions in the Public Sector (KESK)

On 6 February the police in Ankara raided the offices of SES. They stayed in the office for a while and did not allow journalists to come in. The police officers conducted an ID check for the 30 people inside the building and confiscated a number of journals, books and brochures, beat some students, who had come to the trade union in a group and detained the students Ahmet Demir, Kadir Çıplak, Ata Alkusan, Alp Bora Balyalı and Ömer Demir. 

SES member İkram Dunlayıcı died after an attack of right-winger Yakup Harmancı, who killed him with a knife in Bademçay village, Yapraklı district (Çankırı) on 31 January.

Hasan Soysal, chairman of the Diyarbakır branch of BTS, was detained during a raid on his house on 20 February.

Unidentified people beat Hüseyin Aral, chairman of the Mersin branch of Tüm Bel-Sen and the secretary Ali Temiz on 23 February.
Bedriye Yıldızeli, chairwoman of the Kocaeli branch of Tüm Bel-Sen and Cengiz Coşkun, member of the trade union in İstanbul, were detained on 7 March.

SES member Mehmet Ali Işık was detained on 23 March in front of the hospital in Göztepe, where he was working.

The Urfa branches of Tarım Gıda-Sen and Eğitim-Sen, which had been closed on 10 December 1998 on orders of the governor, were reopened on 23 June. 

The SES executives and members Eylem Batga, Gülseren Gengeç, Sema Erdoğan, Murat Ertan, Erkan Bakır and Rikoş Odabaş were detained in Bingöl on charges of supporting the PKK. 

SES board member in Trabzon, Kemal Emiroğlu, was detained on 13 December. He was remanded on allegations that three bullets and illegal publication had been found at his home.

Fazlı Kaya, secretary on the 6th branch of İstanbul of Tüm Bel-Sen was detained during a house raid in 21 December. 

The Union for Workers in Education, Culture and Science (Eğitim-Sen)

Eğitim-Sen member in Ankara, Bülent Saraç, was detained on 2 February.

On 26 February the offices of Eğitim-Sen in Ardahan were raided by the gendarmerie accompanied by the deputy governor and the deputy director for national education, Yücel Erten. The trade unionists were asked why they visited HADEP and not CHP. The authorities stated that they had formed a supervising committee on orders of the Prime Ministry and would visit the office every month.

Hüseyin Akpınar, Eğitim-Sen member in Erzincan, was abducted on 24 February by two men, who introduced themselves as members of the secret service. They pushed him into a car, claimed that he was conducting destructive and separatist activities and put him under pressure to become a police informer. The next day Hüseyin Akpınar was attacked in front of his house and received a report certifying his inability to work for 7 days.

In Diyarbakır the police detained the Eğitim-Sen members Celal Çeçen and Mehmet Atlıhan on 6 March. On 8 March they raided the premises of the trade union and detained the secretary Muharrem Cebe, Medeni Alpkaya and four members.

On 16 March the police in İstanbul detained the Eğitim-Sen member Ali Haydar Aymaz at the school, where he was working. 

Unidentified people attacked the offices of Eğitim-Sen in Düzce on 10 April. 

Yücel Yeşil, Eğitim-Sen member in Sıvas, appealed against the decision of the governor to cut his wages by 1/8 because he participated in a demonstration in March 1996. The regional administrative court accepted his arguments, but the governor’s office appealed against this decision. On 22 April the Supreme Administrative Court rejected the appeal of the governor’s office. 

On 1 June the police in Sungurlu district (Çorum) raided the offices of Eğitim-Sen, accompanied by the governor and the director for national education. During the search the police claimed to have found an article with the title “Language Question”. The trade unionists said that they had not seen the article before. The police detained 12 people. Ten of them were later released, but Asker Akyol and Mustafa Satılmış were held longer. 

In Urfa the Eğitim-Sen member İbrahim Ayhan was detained on 25 July.
On 28 October the police in Batman prevented teachers from holding a press conference in protest at “exiling” their colleagues. The police detained 18 teachers including the executives of Eğitim-Sen, Murat Ceylan, Şuayip Alp, Nevin İşgilen, Nihat Keni, Rahman Çağır and Aydın Güneş. The detainees were released on 30 October.

Workers’ Unions

Workers in the Industry of Vehicles with Motors (TÜMTİS) 

In Adana workers of the company “Feyzi Çapar Nakliye” started a strike in December 1998. On 6 January the police detained them including the chairman of the Adana branch of TÜMTİS, Erol Dolaşır and the treasurer Halil Çekin.

Workers of the company “Yibitaş Lafarge”, who had been dismissed, after they joined a trade union, were detained several times in January. Trade unionists from Ankara visited workers from “Yibitaş” on 3 January and the police detained 95 people including the executives of TÜMTİS, Nurettin Kılıçdoğan, Abidin Kandeyer, Mustafa Gökçe and Zeki Karacan.

During a second visit on 10 January the police detained 55 people including the TÜMTİS executives Abidin Kandeyer and Selahattin Demir. Soldiers from the gendarmerie destroyed the tent of the workers. The detainees were released in the evening, but the workers were not allowed to get close to the company.

In Gaziantep several workers of the cargo company “Akın” and members of TÜMTIS went to see the employer on 7 February to talk about the forbidden night shifts. The employer Ömer Konukoğlu and his “men” attacked them. They later came back with police officers, who detained Hasan Kara, İsmet Gümüş, Mehmet Adçeken, Murat Amik, Selahattin Karakaş, Nahsen Karadağ, Mehmet Gezen, Selahattin Mişe and Bekir Gözen. They were released at noon the next day.

Again in Gaziantep, Sait Yılmaz, one of the workers on strike at the company “Özgür Nakliyat”, was attacked on 13 March by the employer Nuri Özkılıç and his “men”. The trade unionist from TÜMTIS, Hüseyin Seyrek and Kenan Öztürk came to the place accompanied by workers from “Akınal Kargo” and “Birlik Nakliyat” (also on strike). The police, who had come immediately after the attack, detained the trade unionists and some 20 workers. The detainees were taken to Gaziantep Police HQ, but released with testifying.

In Ankara the trade unionists Abidin Kandeyer and Selahattin Demir wanted to talk to the employer Dursun Er, who allegedly had not paid the insurance of workers at “Bursa Turan Nakliyat”, on 15 March. They were detained on complaint of the employer. When the chairman of the branch, Nurettin Kılıçdoğan, went to Site Police Station to inquire about his colleagues, he was also detained. They were released at 11pm, but Nurettin Kılıçdoğan, Bekir Karaca, Ahmet Sezer, Aslan Kılıç and Sinan Yılmaz were again detained the next day and taken to Site Police Station.

In İzmir the TÜMTIS executives Hasan Yayık, Recep Avcı, Gazi Karakuş, Muzaffer Küleş, Seyfi Erez, Şaban Çelen, Cafer Kömürcü, Hüseyin Bektaş, Celalettin Karakucak and two unnamed members of the work council were detained on 2 December. They were released in the evening. During the night unidentified men attacked the offices of TÜMTIS in İzmir, damaged the equipment and stole the money.

The Leather Work Union of Turkey (Deri-İş)

Reports from Tuzla district in İstanbul stated that the chief of the “Mega Deri” Company, Mehmet Şimşek, threatened Cemal Taşkın, chief of the Deri-İş branch in Tuzla, on 15 January, after a strike at his company that lasted for 25 days. The gendarmerie was informed, but allegedly no measures were taken.

In the same area the gendarmerie attacked workers on strike at the company “Tabaksan Deri” on 8 February. The strike was a protest at dismissal. Reportedly 250 soldiers and civilian armed with sticks participated in the attack. Many workers including Cemal Taşkın were injured and the gendarmerie detained 19 workers. Some workers blocked the E-6 road in protest at the incident. Here the gendarmerie attacked them again.

On 17 March representatives of Deri-İş held a press conference in support of workers from the shoe factory “Aymasan”, who had lost their jobs. The gendarmerie detained executives and members of Der-İş, Yener Kaya (chairman of Deri-İş), Musa Servi, Naciye Özdemir, Cemal Taşkın, Hüseyin Yiğit, Filiz Aslan, M. Ali Boz, Hasan Çolak and Zeynel Koca. On 18 March the public prosecutor in Kartal decided on their release.

After a long period of strike at the factory “Ayaz Deri” in İstanbul-Tuzla the gendarmerie attacked the workers on 22 April and detained some 20 of them. The soldiers reportedly beat the trade unionists Hasan Sonkaya and Cemal Taşkın.

On 11 May the gendarmerie again intervened in a strike action in the industrial area of Tuzla. The security forces came with panzers and tore the tents of the workers down. The workers started a sit-in and were beaten in return. The soldiers detained Cemal Taşkın.

Three days later the gendarmerie came again and stated that on orders of the governor of İstanbul and the commander of the gendarmerie they would no longer allow workers to erect tents in the industrial area. In case that the workers did the soldiers would beat them the whole night or take them to the woods and shoot them there. The soldiers surrounded the area and detained the workers. Some soldiers reportedly threatened the workers by saying that the MHP would come soon and their members would work there. No Kurd or person from the east would be allowed to work there.

On 15 May the police attacked the industrial area and detained the trade unionist Hüseyin Akgül. On 17 May the police detained some 60 workers.

In mid-June Hasan Sonkaya, now chairman of Der-İş in Tuzla, visited workers, who had been dismissed from the company “Mader Deri”. He was detained and remanded on 15 June. He appeared in court on 29 June and was released.
On that day Cemal Taşkın was detained on the complaint of an employer.

Other trade unions
On 2 January Süleyman Eryılmaz, SG of BTS (trade union of transport) was detained, after he participated in a radio program.

On 9 February Şükrü Kartal, education specialist of DİSK, was seriously injured during an attack of unidentified men.

Members of the trade union Basın-İş (Press) started a resistance against the hindrance of organizing in the company “Swisscard” in Kartal (İstanbul). On 6 April 38 workers were detained including the trade unionists Derviş Boyoğlu (chairman), Tuncer Özkan, Zekai Türkmenoğlu and Sermin Öner. Further detentions followed until the end of the resistance on 13 April. The detainees were later released.

On 8 April Derviş Boyoğlu was kidnapped by three armed men and threatened to stop the resistance at “Swisscard”. He said that he had been kidnapped in front of his house in Uğur Mumcu quarter and taken to the Sultanbeyli Forest. He had been held for five hours and threatened to be killed, if he did not stop the resistance. In the attempt to have 40 sacked workers be employed again, Beyoğlu was detained a few more times. 

On 3 May the police prevented trade unionists and workers from visiting the strikers at “Swisscard” and detained the trade unionists Kamil Kartal and Murat Akıncılar.

Süleyman Türker, chairman of the Ankara branch of Birleşik Metal-İş, was detained on 12 April together with workers from the company “Ersa Çelik Eşya”, who were on strike against their dismissal from the company in Sincan. During the following month further detentions were made at this company including Süleyman Türker.

On 3 May, the 17th day of the strike of workers from “Kenteks”, members of the trade union Dokuma-İş, the police attacked the workers in attempt to keep them away from the working place. Journalists were prevented from taking picture of the police brutality.

On 27 May some workers from „Kenteks“ went to Merkezefendi Police Station to complain about the attitude of the employer. The workers with the first names of Perihan, Sefa, Ergin, Ahmet, Fevzi and Ali were detained. 

Murat Hancer, organizational secretary of Genel-İş in İzmir was detained on 23 May, when he was on official duty at the municipality in Aliağa. 

On 12 July Hasan Vural, executive of Belediye-İş, was reportedly kidnapped and threatened by police officers, who released him after 6 hours. 

In Mardin the bodyguards Ali Ökmen and Necdet Babayiğit, working for the Mayor Abdülkadir Tutaşı, attacked workers, who asked for their wages and social rights on 21 July. The trade unionist Hamit Başboğa (Belediye-İş) and Mehmet Akgül were wounded. 

Mürel Taşçı, chairman of the wood trade union “Ağaç-İş”, was detained on 19 August, when he went to Mengen (Bolu) to talk to the owner of “GENTAŞ” about the dismissal of 85 workers.

8 members of the trade union Kristal-İş, who had participated in a general strike, were dismissed from the company “Trakya Cam” in Lüleburgaz on 13 August. The other workers stopped production in protest. The gendarmerie attacked the workers and wounded Naci Çelik, Mümin Vatansever and Recep Sezer severely; Mustafa Yaynık, Lokman Öner, Turgut Yılmam, Mustafa Eriş, Turgut Yılmaz and Bülent Tunç slightly.

On 9 October the Industrial Tribunal in Kırşehir decided that the action of the owner of “Petlas”, who had dismissed 222 workers on the grounds that they had conducted an illegal strike and had caused damage to the machines, was unfounded, since no such action had taken place.

Salih Gündoğan, candidate for the chair of Genel-İş in Diyarbakır, was detained during the congress on 31 October, allegedly because he disseminated separatist propaganda.

In İstanbul workers and trade unionists tried to protest the dismissal of 20 workers from “Stil Matbaacılık” in Seyrantepe. The police erected a barricade to prevent them from marching. The protesters made a press statement and after discussions with the police came in front of the company. Here the police detained the trade unionists Hulisi Karlı, Kamil Kartal and Tufan Sertlek. 

d) The 18 April Elections

Before and after the 18 April elections the pressure on members and executives of oppositional political parties increased. In particular small towns and villages witnessed severe fights. During these fights at least 37 died and hundreds of people were wounded.

In Esence town in Afşin district (Kahramanmaraş) relatives of an independent and one candidate for DYP clashed on 7 January. Ali Türkmen and İsmet Türkmen died. The gendarmerie detained Ökkeş and Fatih Özkan. 

On 11 January the police in İzmir detained Takiyeddin Tekin, Sıraç Demir and Ferhat Tanrıkulu from the HADEP in Konak district.

At the beginning of January a clash occurred on Aliçeyrek village of Horasan district (Erzurum) resulting the death of three and injuries of 7 people. The fight between the Bingöl and Karataş family arose on the question of repeated names in the list of voters. Kamuran Karataş (45) and İsmet Karataş (29) died on the spot. Kenan Bingöl died in hospital.

In Beşağil village Karatay district (Konya) Ömer Karataş, candidate for the post of village headman, killed the current headman Vahit Apak.

Clashes between two groups from Esenceli town in Kahramanmaraş province, who had come to inspect the voters’ lists in Afşin district, resulted in the death of İsmet Türkmen and Ali Türkmen and injuries of 7 people. 

During a fight between the headman of Demirci village in Kastamonu province, Ali Osman Semerci, and the candidate Mehmet İbikoğlu the latter died.

Lawyer Hasip Kaplan was prevented from entering Şırnak so that he had to file his candidacy as an independent politician via a notary at the end of February.

On 30 March a group of people attacked the election convoy of the MHP in İstanbul-Sarıyer. The members of the convoy responded. During the clash Saadet Gökmen, Erhan Dikmen, Hüseyin Özgür, Murat Filoğlu and İrfan Yılmaz were wounded. Four people were detained after the incident. 

In Ankara-Keçiören members of CHP attacked a group of EMEP members on 30 March, when they were putting up posters. The CHP members wounded the EMEP members Murtaza Aykaç and Taylan Saygılı. 

On 1 April a group of DYP members attacked ANAP MP for Batman province, Ataullah Hamidi, in the office of ANAP in Batman. ANAP members responded and the bodyguards of Hamidi fired some shots in the air. The security forces intervened, but could not prevent that the brother of Ataullah Hamidi, Hayrettin Hamidi and three more 3 ANAP members were wounded. Five people were detained after the incident.

On 1 April a group of 15 DYP members attacked Mustafa Özgür Kaya, executive of EMEP, while he was putting up posters in Çorlu district (Tekirdağ). He was injured and received a medical report certifying his inability to work for three days. 

In İstanbul-Alibeyköy unidentified people threw a molotov-cocktail into the shop of Cansel Kişioğlu, executive of İP and candidate for the parliament of the municipality. 

On 4 April uniformed and plain-clothes police officers attacked a HADEP convoy in Şanlıurfa-Suruç district. Fifteen people were injured, one of them seriously, because an officer had shot at him. The police detained some 400 people and ordered the convoy out of town.

On 4 April the police in İstanbul stopped the convoy of HADEP in İstanbul-Zeytinburnu on the grounds that some people had made the peace sign (two fingers for two separate States). At the same time a group of MHP followers attacked the convoy with stones and sticks. The police let the convoy drive on, but stopped it again in the Yedikule area and detained 4 people. The police beat Selçuk Koç, Leyla İlhan and Mesut Er, reporters from the daily “Star”, who wanted to cover the action. Reportedly the leg of Selçuk Koç was broken.

On 7 April Ömer Tayyar, headman of Göydoğan village in Taşova district (Amasya) went to the shop of Erdoğan Aydoğan, the son of the candidate Seyfullah Aydoğan. After a discussion Aydoğan killed Tayyar. He tried to run away, but was shot dead by Tayyar’s assistant Mehmet Toşova and the guard Zikri Yıldız. They also killed Şerafettin Aydoğan, the grandfather of the victim, who had come to the spot.

On 9 April PKK militants kidnapped Osman Dara, candidate for ANAP in Hakkari province, his brother İzzet Dara and two unnamed person in Beşbulak village in Yüksekova district. Two days later the police detained Nihat Buldan, candidate for HADEP, Hetem İke, candidate for the HADEP for the post of mayor, and the HADEP members and executives Hasan Mert, Kemal Uçun and Şevket Yıldız. They were interrogated for 6 hours. Osman Dara and İzzet Dara were released close to the Iranian border on 5 May. 
On 10 April MHP followers attacked the election bus of the independent candidate for region 3 in İstanbul, Sabri Topçu, while he was traveling in Avcılar. The assailants beat the people in the bus. Three of them were injured, Arif Terzi severely. 

On 11 April a fight broke out in İstanbul-Esenler between a group of MHP followers and ANAP members, because the MHP had put up posters over the posters of ANAP. During the fight MHP follower Fethi Aslanhan (19), and the bodyguard of Ömer Kazancı, the ANAP candidate for the post of mayor, İhsan Keleş, were killed. A group of MHP adherents came to the election office of ANAP in Esenler district and broke the windows, after they had heard of the death of Aslanhan. Later they went to Esenler Police Station and wounded the brother of Ömer Kazancı, Nurettin Kazancı, when he came out of the police station.

On 11 April MHP adherents attacked HADEP convoys in İzmir and İstanbul. In İzmir the MHP followers attacked the cars with stones after the meeting in Gaziemir. The police stopped the convoy and detained many HADEP members. Three HADEP members were wounded by the stones and had to be taken to hospital. In İstanbul the MHP followers attacked the HADEP convoy in Kağıthane quarter and also in Ümraniye and Beykoz districts. The police reportedly detained many HADEP members.

In İstanbul-Avcılar MHO followers attacked SİP members, who were putting up posters. The MHP members used knives, axes and stones and injured four SİP members including the Mayor for Avcılar, Serpil Çakır. 

On 10 April a fight broke out in front of the MHP election office in Şanlıurfa, Eyyübiye quarter. During the fight Hakim Şahin killed Ahmet Kılıç, Salih Harkut, Mehmet Demir, Halil Kılıç, Mehmet Harkut and Müsbeh Menteş. The mother of Ahmet Kılıç, Ayşe Kılıç, died of a heart attack, when she heard that her son had been killed. 

In Batman the discussion between CHP and ANAP members on where to put up posters turned into a fight on 15 April. During the fight the CHP members Cemal Demirhan, Ömer Acet and Mehmet Erol were wounded. 

Ramazan Topaktaş died in a fight on the election in Adana on 15 April. 

Students affiliated to the BBP wounded Selami Akçam at the Faculty of Literature at İstanbul University on 15 April, when he wanted to put up posters of ÖDP. The police detained 41 students, mostly those, who had been attacked. 

A discussion occurred, when on 17 April convoys of SİP, BBP and DYP met in Kadıköy-İstanbul. SİP member Hüseyin Duman was killed by shots from an unidentified person. 

In Bekirhan town, Kozluk district (Batman) members of ANAP and DYP had a fight on 17 April that resulted in injuries of 7 persons, one of them seriously. Kenan Gözelge was injured by gunfire, while the other 6 people were injured with stones and sticks.

In Fıstıközü village in Halfeti district (Şanlıurfa) the village headman Hüseyin Yalçınkaya and the relative of a candidate, Kadir Tezel, had an argument that resulted in Kadir Tezel’s death and injuries of Hüseyin Yalçınkaya. 

On 18 April the Dağdeviren and Cevher families clashed in Viranşehir distinct (Şanlıurfa) in connection with the election of headmen. Mehmet Demir, Mehmet Devanlı and Mehmet Nilüfer were killed and 7 people were injured. 

Fikret Çolakoğlu, candidate for the DTP in Çorlu district (Tekirdağ) was injured on 17 April, when someone attacked him with firearms. 

On 17 April MHP followers attacked a convoy of the FP in Ankara-Altındağ. Three people were injured in the attack carried out with stones and sticks. 

In Ankara-Keçiören members of CHP and DSP clashed on 17 April leading to injuries of 8 people. 

On 17 April, Adil Yılmaz, brother of Adnan Yılmaz, a candidate for the post of headman in Adalar village, Ağlı district (Kastamonu), killed another candidate, Mustafa Arslan. 

On 17 April some 20 MHP followers beat Bilal Ayyıldız, Ali Bulut and Erhan Kahraman in Ankara-OSTİM, when they were putting up posters.

Members of a special team killed Mehmet Elüstü (19) and Yılmaz Elüstü in Bingöl on 17 April, when they distributed leaflets on the election (see the chapter on Right to Life).

On 18 April at 3pm a military vehicle that transported staff of the election from Kızılcaören village to Hafik district in Sivas province was attacked. The soldiers Davut Gündoğdu and Hasan Yılmaz and the election staff members Nail Çelik and Kemal Ayan were killed and the soldiers Hacı Fındıkçı, Bekir Bozbağ, Kemal Ocak, Serdar Kurtçu and the staff Cemil Akbaş were injured.

In Cizre district (Şırnak) allegations were made that votes on the 18 April election for the post of mayor had been stolen. Followers of Kamil Atak, chief of village guards and a candidate for ANAP fired shots in the air at 11pm. It was said that during the ensuing chaos other supporters of Kamil Atak stole election boxes and replaced them with other boxes containing faked votes. Until then the candidate for FP, Emin Dündar had been leading, but he lost the vote to Kamil Atak. After the rumors several shops closed and about 10,000 people marched to the city center. The gendarmerie intervened and detained some 50 people.

On 19 April Mustafa Meriç was killed in Gecikmez village, Sarıkamış district (Kars), allegedly because he voted for HADEP. The village guards Tahsin Çetinkaya, Tufan Çetinkaya, Hakan Hindistan and İbrahim Taş were detained in connection with the killing.

On 20 April Ahmet Akay killed Hakan Tomak in Kırklareli-Pınarhisarı town during a dispute on the election results for the post of mayor. 

In Yeşilli village (Mardin) followers of the winning headman and the loser clashed. The clash resulted in injuries of 7 people.

In Malatya-Yazıhan district the families ‘Ölmez’ and ‘Köse’ clashed on 20 April about the election results. Gazi Köse, Mercan Köse, Selçuk Ölmez, Elif Ölmez, Yakup Ölmez, Sırrı Ölmez and Hatice Akyol were injured.
In Kırıkkale-Keskin district MHP candidate Bülent Altınışık objected to the election of the DYP candidate Dede Yıldırım as mayor. He wanted the votes to be counted again. This led to a fight on 22 April, during which Haydar Altınışık, a relative of Bülent Altınışık, injured Ferit Sağlam, working in the election council.

In Uluköy (Şanlıurfa) a dispute on the election of the headman resulted in injuries of 20 people. 
During the 18 April elections Fesih Demir was elected advisor of the municipality from a list of HADEP. On 21 April soldiers detained him. Fesih Demir alleged that he was tortured and complained to the HRFT and the HRA.
During the 18 April election the teacher Medeni Alpkaya, sitting at the polls, had reported on police officers intervening in the election in Diyarbakır. On 3 May police officers beat him up. Alpkaya was certified 5 days’ inability to work. He reported: “At 0.30pm I left school. A plain-clothes detective forced me out of the minibus that I had entered. About 4 to 5 people searched me and confiscated my ID and notebook. I asked them for their names, but did not get a satisfactory answer. Later I found out that one of them had been among the police officers, who intervened in the voting on 18 April. They took me to a shed for police officers and asked the uniformed officers to leave. They beat and insulted me for about two hours and forced me to sign a paper that I was not allowed to read. Then they took me to the political police and from hear to a health center. Then I was released.” Medeni Alpkaya added that he would file an official complaint.

In Yukarı Kurdoğlu village (Ardahan) the fight on the result of the elections for headman resulted in the death of 2 and injuries of 8 people. During the 18 April elections İlkin Gökçe had won the vote. His and the family of the defeated Cemal Yılmaz had an argument on 6 June that resulted in a fight with arms, stones and sticks. Akın Gökçe and Suat Gökçe were killed with arms. Dilek Yılmaz, Ömer Yılmaz, Osman Yılmaz, Rasim Yılmaz and İbrahim Ertürk were wounded. 

In Şırnak-Silopi the ANAP candidate for the post of mayor, İbrahim Tavşun and Neşet Ökten, who was elected mayor for the DYP, had an argument on 16 June. In the fight Fahrettin Şengül, nephew of İbrahim Tavşun was killed and five people were injured. 

On 2 November ANAP member Kemal Arat and his men attacked HADEP members, after four of five members of the Administrative Council in Muş had been elected from HADEP. The HADEP members Bahattin Bingöl, M. Mirza Güneş and Şahin Kotan were injured and detained after treatment in hospital. 

Pressures on Voters for HADEP

Reports from Güroymak district in Bitlis stated that the commander of the gendarmerie station called the headmen of Serievi, Körhaç, Çitax, Bozağaç, Birik and Goryan village in January and threatened them that he would set the villages on fire, if anybody voted for HADEP.

On 23 January soldiers raided Tepeden, Aşağı Balçıkçı and Yukarı Balçıkçı village in Özalp district (Van) and threatened the inhabitants not to vote for HADEP. In Tepeden village they gathered the population on the square and said that they would have to leave if they voted for HADEP. They said: “You can put your belonging together and go to the Iran or Iraq”.

In Eruh district (Siirt) evacuated villages were shown as completely inhabited on the list of voters. Local people named Kever, Torik, Nit, Gomika, Awel, Buqat, Yakup and Hergule village as examples for faked lists.

Reports from Beytüşşebap district (Şırnak) stated that the commander of the gendarmerie station gathered the headmen from villages, mayors and leaders of tribes and threatened them not to vote for HADEP.

In Başkale district (Van) officials from the police and gendarmerie reportedly toured the villages asking the population not to vote for HADEP. On 26 January Başkale Governor Şevket Cimbir, the chief of Başkale police and gendarmerie commander visited Kadan, Kızılca and Embi village in a convoy of 26 military vehicles and asked the inhabitants not to vote for HADEP.

Officers from Hacıali Police Station in Özalp district (Van) reportedly visited Bodurağaç and neighboring villages ordering the population not to vote for HADEP. They would only collect boxes, if the votes had been done openly. In case that the villagers would vote for HADEP, they would burn down their houses.

At the beginning of March soldiers raided İsxan (Altınbaşak) village in Viranşehir district (Van) and threatened the villagers with evacuation, if they voted for HADEP. They gathered the population in the village square and reportedly detained two men.
On 16 and 17 April soldiers raided some 20 villages in Uludere district (Şırnak) and detained some 400 people including 28 HADEP members campaigning for the 18 April elections. They were only released after the elections. The names of some of the detainees were: Şakir Elma, Sadık Elma, Ali Özhan, Tevfik Öncü, Edip Öncü, Zeki Tosun, Ahmet Öncü, Halit Öncü and Ramazan Öncü. 

Reports from Aşağıkonak (Xanıkajir), Beşpınar, Meşitki (Salyazı) and Başalan village in Çınar district (Diyarbakır), where the inhabitants of some 30 villages left their votes, stated that village guards forced the voters to place their crosses openly. They reportedly beat journalists, who wanted to take pictures. In Beşpınar village Nevzat Bingöl, local representative of ATV, the cameraman Esat Aydın, the Reuters reporter Yılmaz Akıncı and two staff members of the TV station Kanal 6 were taken outside the village. Musa Farisoğlu and Abdullah Yavuz, candidates for HADEP in Diyarbakır, went to the village and were detained. They were released later.

On 21 and 23 April soldiers raided Hethetke (Doğankavak) and Bolinde village in Beşiri district (Batman) and told the population that they had to take up arms against the guerillas since they voted for HADEP. Otherwise they would have to leave. The villagers also complained that the soldiers made arbitrary road checks and gave penalties to the drivers. This practice had started after the election. 

Allegations from Kozluk district (Batman) said electricity was court in some 40 villages for about two weeks. Officials from the electricity company TEDAŞ said that the electricity was cut, because the bills had not been paid, but the villagers maintained that the gendarmerie controlled the electricity and had cut it, because they voted for HADEP.

On 28 April the electricity for 10 villages in Kozluk district, 15 villages in Bekirhan district and 14 villages from Tuzlagözü town was cut. Inhabitants from Şelmo village (Bekirhan) stated that the officials from TEDAŞ had come accompanied by soldiers and cut the electricity. The villagers stated that it was not true that they had not paid their bills. One of them said that the meters were read once in 6 months and the last time the meters had been read in January. All but one family had paid the corresponding bills. Another villager stated that the soldiers had come before the election and threatened them not to vote for HADEP. They had said that they would be treated according to the result of the election. Still many villagers had voted for HADEP. The names of some of the villages are: in Kozluk district: Timoq (Gümüşörgü), Sıhhiye (Örensu), Zengoviye (Kocabey), Daragozîn (Danagözü) and Mişrîta (Yedibölük); in Bekirhan district: Şelmo (Ulaşlı), Çemik, Zûra (Zorluca), Cewşan, Melkişa (Kavakdibi), Dahk (Kaletepe), Tûmo (Tomurcuk), Hürriyet Köy, Ware Melle, Baqine (Dönagözü), Rabat (Sarıkuşak) and Zıla (Yeniçağlar); in Tuzlagözü town (the city), Tojgan (Uğurlu), Gundenû (Yeniköy), Reşedara (Çayönü), Berıana Jor (Taşlık), Kûrere (Derince), Petexiye (Ankaya), Ceznike (Dikbayır), Sewika (Yemişlik), Gola Masiya (Yeşilyurt), Baqircaye (Dilimli), Cezne (Yazpınar) and Mala Xano (Kurşunlu) village.

Reports from Yayla town in Genç district (Bingöl) stated that villages that voted for HADEP for subjected to a food embargo starting at the end of April, while villages in Karlıova district were threatened with evacuation after they had voted for HADEP. Villagers in the area of Yayla town stated that there had not been any restriction on food they bought in Diyarbakır, Bingöl and Genç, but for over a week soldiers had taken the food away from them. Now they were forced to get permission from the gendarmerie station for only small portions of food. On 29 April soldiers had informed them that this was the punishment for having voted for HADEP. On that day soldiers had detained 50 people. The villagers were released on 2 May and alleged that they had been tortured.

Soldiers from Yamaç Gendarmerie Station cut the electricity of Gökdere village (Bingöl) and reportedly said: “Get the electricity from those, you voted for”.

Reports from Karlıova district stated that soldiers from Karlıova Gendarmerie Station frequently raided the villages, after 60% of the votes had been given to HADEP. Many people were detained during the raids and tortured in custody. The villagers also alleged that they had been threatened with evacuation of their villages.

During a raid on Molapolat village in Çınar district soldiers said to the villagers: “We have taken you down from the mountains and given you houses and you voted for HADEP. We shall send you to the mountains again. Afterwards the soldiers searched the houses and detained the daughter of Mehmet Demirkapı, allegedly because they found a kaleshnikov at home. The villagers claimed that the soldiers had placed the gun there.

On 22 April Mehmet Altıntaş and another 15 inhabitants of Taxmas village in Gevaş district (Van) were called to the local gendarmerie station, after 25% of the votes had gone to HADEP. The villagers alleged that they were threatened and beaten before release.

The strategic village Martanıs (Konalga) had been established in 1998 by putting together 4 villages. In this village, where only village guards of the Ezdinan tribe were living, HADEP gained 100 out of 800 votes. Salih Özbek, leader of the Ezdinan tribe, allegedly burned the votes for HADEP.

On 2 May soldiers raided Akbaş (Sergewra) village (Bismil) in the morning. They searched the houses and allegedly destroyed the furniture in some houses. They later gathered the men in front of the school and beat them up. They forced the men to lay down with their faces on the ground, ran over them and cursed at them asking why they had voted for HADEP. One commander threatened them with heavy punishment. The priest (imam) was asked to make propaganda for the State. Otherwise he would get a heavy penalty. Further allegations stated that the electricity meters of 40 families were destroyed.

The soldier then took Salih Erkek, Celal Mertaş, Bedrettin Kahraman and Abdullah Kahraman and made them wait under the hot sun until the evening. The villagers said that they had been threatened not to vote for HADEP, but many people had voted for HADEP. 

In Kargapazar village of Karlıova district Mehmet Çiftçi (60) and Nurettin Taşkın (52), 2 of 8 villagers, who had been detained on 2 May, were arrested. On 3 May the soldiers raided the village again and detained Fehim Kaya (67), Ramazan Kaya (55), Hasan Çelik (75), Abdulbaki Şenocak (80) and Osman Nuri İnce (40). During a third raid on 5 May Burhan Özmen was detained. They were released after some time. The remanded Mehmet Çiftçi and Ramazan Kaya had been released from Elazığ Prison a while ago. 

On 6 May officials from TEDAŞ cut the electricity in Beşpınar village, Çınar district (Diyarbakır). The villagers protested and stated that they had been threatened before the election. They said that 33 families had been forced to leave the village in 1993, because they did not want to become village guards. These families owed TL 1.5 billion, but none of the remaining villagers had debts of electricity. 

In Beytüşşebap district (Şırnak) the villagers were not allowed to graze their cattle and sheep on meadows. They collected signatures alleging that the ban was not imposed for reasons of security, but because HADEP had gained 400 votes, despite threats. 

Reports from Kocaköy district (Diyarbakır) stated that the villagers in Qatin (Çaytepe), Dirûn (Gökçen), Beni (Boyunlu), Kûçik (Bozbağlar), Aqragi and Memedyan (Arkbaşı) village were threatened, because they voted for HADEP during the 18 April election. The commander of the gendarmerie station had called them traitors, who had no right to live. Şevket Kaçmaz from Şatin village stated in July that their income was very small. His 7-year old son Ramazan had fallen ill and he had taken him to Kocaköy:

“I went to the health center and got a green card (for free treatment) that needed to be signed by the district governor and the commander of the gendarmerie station. The governor signed the card without any objection. At the gendarmerie station I was asked for the place I had come from. When I said that I was from Çaytepe village the lieutenant on duty took my card and said that 300 terrorists were in my village and people from there would not get a green card. He cursed at me and chased me away.”

Similar practices were reported from Çınar district (Diyarbakır). Reportedly green cards were taken away from their owners. 

In July 13 families from Bay village (Hakkari), who had been disarmed as village guards, because they had voted for HADEP, left the village to settle in Hakkari. They said that they had not been allowed to work on their fields and graze their sheep and had been threatened with death. Only the inhabitants were allowed into Bay village.

On 25 August soldiers raided Kazancı village in Bismil district (Diyarbakır). They gathered the inhabitants and beat them in the village square. They continued to beat Davut Dal, Mahmut Çavdan, Şükrü Altunç, Sabri Türk and Ahmet İpek with the butts of their rifles and kicked them for a long tome. The villagers complained to HADEP in Bismil district and said that they had been attacked, because they voted for HADEP.

� In Bursa Osman Ayan, who protested against the act of the chief prosecutor Vural Savaş, was arrested. Bursa Police HQ declared on the case that on 11 May Osman Ayan put up a banner on his balcony with the words “Vampire Vural Savaş”. He was detained and on 12 May remanded.








