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1. THE KURDISH QUESTIONS AND PRACTICES OF THE RULE OF ERMEGENCY (OHAL)

1.1. THE KURDISH QUESTION
Following the unilateral announcement of a ceasefire by the PKK in August 1999 the incidents of violence in the region under a state of emergency (OHAL) decreased decisively, but the official policy on the Kurdish question did not change.

No concrete steps were taken in 2000 to solve the Kurdish question based on human rights and directed at establishing peace. The Kurdish question remained the main source for human rights violations. The National Security Council (NSC) and the security forces that determine the state policies on the Kurdish question continued to regard demands for a solution of the Kurdish question as “terrorist demands against the unity of the country and a threat to national security”.

The Chief of General Staff stated in June “the armed forces cannot forget the blood that was shed for years, even if everybody should forget the pain that we lived through”. At the same time some institutions and the press were criticized for their attitude towards the “terror of the PKK”. The declaration claimed that these circles tried to give the PKK a peaceful face and argued that the organization would start its armed activities again. The following facts were reported:

“As a result of successful operations the number of terrorists in the country was reduced to 50% in 1997, to 42% in 1998 and to 26% in 1999. Currently 11% of the terrorists are still in the country.”

Bans on democratic and cultural activities as well as gross human rights violations continued in the OHAL region and neighboring provinces in 2000. Many workers and civil servants were “exiled” from the region, Kurdish music cassettes were banned as well as some publications. Many journalists, writers and scientists were put on trial for expressing their views on the Kurdish question. Some of them were imprisoned. The Radio and Television Supreme Board (RTÜK) punished radio station for broadcasting Kurdish music. No steps were taken to lift the system of village guards. No initiative was taken to clean the area in particular around evacuated villages of mines and other unattended explosives. 

At the beginning of 2000 Algan Hacaloğlu, member of the central board of the CHP prepared a report on “Democratization and the Basic Politics towards Development in East and Southeast Anatolia”. The report pointed at the feudal structure, poverty, unemployment, arbitrary security measures, human rights violations and enforced migration and stated that this situation was feeding the terror in the region. The report complained that the solution of the Kurdish question had been left to the security forces and called for a democratic solution based on ethnic sensitivity. 

The report raised the following recommendations:

People of Kurdish origin should be given the opportunity to learn their mother tongue besides the official language of the Turkish Republic and to be informed of their own culture and folklore. To this end special research should be conducted at universities and press and other media should provide the means for communication, while restrictions in this context should be lifted.

Cultural rights and in particular broadcast in Kurdish was discussed intensely during 2000. In July, Sema Pişkinsüt, chairwoman of the human rights commission in the GNAT made a declaration in Van asking for investment in the region in terms of human rights and democracy. She said that everybody in the country should be able to speak freely and Kurdish radio and TV stations were part of individual rights and freedoms. The only restriction might be that the programs would not injure the indivisible unity of the State. Sema Pişkinsüt added that the people in the region were waiting for improvement in democracy and human rights.

In August Kazım Rüştü Yücelen, Minister with Responsibility for Human Rights, asked the Turkish Radio and TV Company (TRT) for an opinion on Kurdish programs. In September Yücel Yener, Director of TRT, answered by saying that there were no provisions in the TRT Law preventing broadcasts in Kurdish, but there might be provisions in the RTÜK Law. 

In November RTÜK chairman Nuri Kayış stated that the RTÜK Law called for broadcast to in the Turkish language. Only in case of teaching foreign language that had contributed to develop the universal culture or scientific works these languages might be used. As an interpretation he added that usually programs would be in Turkish, but it was also possible to make programs in languages such as English, French, German or Italian. Kurdish was not to be used, because it was no universal language. However, the provision might easily be changed, if the government agreed on this.

On 8 November the “National Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis” (in short National Program) was published. This fueled the discussion on the use of the Kurdish language The National Program promised for the short term to lift all restrictions on broadcasting in the mother tongue of Turkish citizens and for the medium term to lift all restrictions on the enhancement of cultural rights. (
)

On 28 November Şenkal Atasagun, State Secretary for Intelligence (MİT) commented on the National Program. He stated that this was a matter, which the government had to decide. If they were asked they would utter their opinion. Medya TV (broadcasting in Kurdish) could easily be watched in Southeastern Turkey. This station was spreading lies and it might be useful to establish a competitor for it.

In the same press conference the deputy of Mr. Atasagun, Mikdat Alpay demanded that the citizens in that region had to be gained for the State and continued: “As we are using Apo for the interest of the State, the Kurdish language should also be made use of. Not because other people want us to do so, but we should do it for our own sake. The organization has banned everything for its members. They are not allowed to watch Turkish TV, may not read Turkish newspapers.” He added that 60% of the women in the region could not read and write and did not know Turkish.

Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit and Deputy Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz supported the views of the MİT representatives. Only the coalition partner MHP opposed the views by stating that MİT was not entitled to make such comments. Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit on the other hand stressed that he had given permission to make statements on the issue. In a statement of 29 November Bülent Ecevit said:

“In democratic countries it is not easy to keep secrets, in particular when you look at the contemporary technology. The administration of MİT acts with the knowledge of these facts. It is correct that the majority of women in East and Southeast Anatolia do not know Turkish. This is a mistake of the State. We need to find a solution to the Kurdish question without harming the national unity. The question in Southeast and East Anatolia require predominantly an economic and social solution. We do what we can in this respect. We have to take into account that the separatist movement has not come to an end; it has only changed the characteristics. The last HADEP Congress is a warning in that sense.” 

The last comment in 2000 came from the Chief of General Staff on 7 December. On that date the “Evaluation of Internal Security in 2000” was introduced. The report drew attention to the parallelism of demands for “cultural rights” with the effort of the PKK to become a political power “based on ethic nationalistic grounds that would bring about a political, separatist movement”. The Chief of General Staff called demands for broadcast and education in Kurdish “persuasive efforts of the separatist activities of the PKK trying to win the society”. 

The Chief of Staff stated that the degree of violence had decreased, but the efforts to become a political power had spread rapidly. The report asked for measures against this development. The fight against terrorism was called the “true fight for human rights and democracy” and described in three phases. The first phase was the dimension of violence. The security forces were carrying out this fight. The second dimension was the prevention of a separatist movement based on ethnic nationalism and the third dimension were socio-economic measures to close the gaps, which terror was exploiting.
The following figures were presented: The number of incidents had gone down from 3.298 in 1994 to 45 in 2000. The number of killed citizens had gone down from 1.479 to 15. The number of killed soldiers decreased from 1.145 to 29. The number of terrorist had been 11.000 at one time, but was now down to 4.000 or 4.500. Only 10% of them were inside the country. Until now the fight against terrorism had cost the lives of 5.853 martyrs; 5.405 citizens had lost their lives.

Like in previous years the use of the Kurdish language in public life resulted on prosecution. 

An imam named Abdullah Demirci was detained on the grounds that “he gave the prayer in Kurdish” in the funeral on 10 January of the former Mayor of Lice (Diyarbakır) Nazmi Balkaş, who died on 7 January. A dispute arose between the people who wanted Abdullah Demirci to be released and the police. The police reportedly threatened the people with “opening fire on them.”

The trial launched against Celal Baykara, chairman of the Foundation for Kurdish Culture and Research and the board members Kamber Soypak, Faruk Parlak, Abdullah İşçi, Yaşar Kilerci, Selim Sırrı Feroğlu, Mehmet Parlak, Bayram Karaca, Mazhar Kara, Reşit Deli and Faruk Kurhan, ended in acquittal in the first hearing at İstanbul SSC on 1 February. Celal Baykara testified that the aim of the Foundation was developing Kurdish culture and said, “the advertisements we gave were related to the Kurdish language, not to Kurds.” The other defendants also refused the accusation. The trial had been launched on accusations of “inciting people to enmity,” in an advertisement in the daily Hürriyet on 24 July 1999, stating, “Scholarships will be granted to students who can read and write in Kurdish.”

Following the complaint of Şişli District National Education Directorate, Şişli Public Prosecution Office opened a case against Kurd Institute Chairperson Hasan Kaya on charges of conducting a Kurdish course without permission. The indictment of November 2000 pointed at Article 42 of the Constitution: “No other language than Turkish can be taught as a mother tongue in education institutions.” The indictment demanded a sentence of 2 years’ imprisonment for Kaya on the grounds of “opening a course contrary to law and regulations”. He was also accused of “opening an institution without permission contrary to the law on private education institutions No. 625.”

HADEP Osmangazi District Chairman Recep Kuru and the singers Yıldırım Işık, Ümit Ceylan, Zahir Aksu and Sedat Işık were detained on the grounds that they sang a Kurdish song during a wedding ceremony in Bursa. Ümit Ceylan, Zahir Aksu and Sedat Işık were remanded on 20 February.

A trial was launched against Eğitim-Sen Union Diyarbakır Branch Secretary Hasan Kaçan in connection with the speech he gave on the private television channel Medya TV, related to “the right to education in the mother tongue,” on 22 December 1999. The indictment prepared by Diyarbakır SSC prosecution’s office demanded the conviction of Kaçan on the accusations of “inciting people to hatred and enmity,” under Article 312 of the Turkish Penal Code, in the speech he gave in Kurdish. In the same context Hasan Kaçan was not promoted as civil servant for one year and was “exiled” to Amasya.

The trial launched against the organizing committee members of the Labor Party (EMEP) for Elazığ Province on the grounds that Kurdish songs were sung in the “Solidarity Night” held on 22 May 1999, concluded on 8 March. Elazığ Penal Court No.2 sentenced Mesut Gündoğdu, Cemal Günsili, Yusuf Bal, Ali Dağ, Ali Ekber Bakır, Hıdır Erdoğan and Bülent Bozkurt to 6 months in prison. The penalties of all defendants, except Bülent Bozkurt, were commuted to a fine. 

The governor in Ankara closed the Kurdish course conducted by the Association of Social and Cultural Support and Solidarity of People from Tunceli in April. Deputy Governor Mustafa Erkal pointed at the Law No. 685 requiring special permission for private courses. 

Singer Aydın Acar was detained during a wedding in Hakkari on 30 June for singing a Kurdish song. He was later remanded on charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda.” 

In July Bayram Altun and Hacı Haykır imprisoned in Ordu-Efirli Prison on charges of membership to the PKK declared that the prison administration had banned the use of Kurdish. A report by Diyarbakır Bar Association claimed similar things for Mardin Prison, where even prisoners, who did not know Turkish, were not allowed to speak in Kurdish.

In August some 242 cassettes with Kurdish songs were prohibited in Diyarbakır (see freedom of expression).

On 15 September the gendarmerie detained Selim Turan, Faik Turan and Hayati Eşen on allegations of having sung Kurdish songs on a wedding in Hasretpınar village in Malazgirt district (Muş) on 10 September. They were first remanded by a court in Malazgirt but released, when the prosecutor decided against charges.

In November an investigation was launched against HADEP İzmir Provincial Organization former chairman Ali Yavuz and former board members on the grounds of “speaking Kurdish” on the 4th Congress of the party held on 1 October. 

The case opened under Article 81 of the Law on Political Parties against the members of the organizing committee on the grounds of speaking and singing in Kurdish at the Newroz festival held in Mersin by HADEP concluded on 27 October. Mersin Penal Court acquitted the defendants.

In Diyarbakır the prosecutor started an investigation against the trade unionist Muhsin Uyanık, because he had given an interview to Medya TV in Kurdish.

The Supreme Administrative Court issued its verdict in the case opened by Can TV, broadcasting in Diyarbakır, against RTÜK) in November. RTÜK had ordered the closure of Can TV on the grounds of broadcasting a news program in Kurdish. The Supreme Administrative Court quashed the decision of the regional administrative court. The Supreme Administrative Court 10th Chamber stated in its verdict that Diyarbakır Governor’s Office and the Policed HQ had applied to the RTÜK emphasizing that “necessary sanctions should be brought against Can TV as it frequently played Kurdish music and conducted various interviews in Kurdish during live programs.” The Supreme Administrative Court stated that Can TV had produced the program in Turkish and it wasn’t worth mentioning the interview in a language other than Turkish in the program and that this was not contrary to the principle of broadcasting in Turkish.
The trial launched against the actors of Teatra Jiyana Nü (New Life Theatre) on the accusations under Article 312 TPC concluded at Adana SSC on 10 April, Saniye Tunç, Erdal Ceviz, Turan Adıgüzel, Erhan Yıldırım, Ali Köroğlu, Servet Özkan, Kemal Ulusoy, Kemal Orgun, Yıldız Gültekin, Cihan Özdemir and Murat Batgi were sentenced to 10 months in prison. The sentence was later commuted to a fine. The police had raided Mesopotamia Culture Center (MKM) Mersin Branch Theatre Hall, where the play was staged, and detained the actors. Actors Kemal Ulusoy and Servet Özkan had been remanded and the theatre hall had been closed.

The case opened against the Ankara Governor in connection with the ban of the play “Komara Dinan Sermola (Republic of the Crazy Sermola)” a play in Kurdish put on stage by Teatra Jiyana Nu in Ankara, concluded on 16 November. Ankara Administrative Court No 1 confirmed the ban of the Governor. It was claimed that the play was in Kurdish and some actors who took part in the play had criminal records and that this would “create ethnic discrimination among the society and would lead to hatred in society and cause unwanted incidents.”

The Mesopotamian Culture Center (MKM) in İstanbul was raided by police officers on 19 November. During the raid MKM General Director Türkan Çetin, company owner Yemlihan Adıgüzel and Abdurrahman Çelik who worked for the Jiyana Rewşen journal were detained.

In Silvan district of Diyarbakır singing Kurdish songs during wedding ceremonies was banned. According to the information received, the letter signed by Çatalköprü Gendarmerie Station Commander, NOC İbrahim Bulut and sent on 10 November to Mehmet Çağırtekin who was getting prepared for the marriage of his son in Alakum quarter of Akçeltik, Silvan, warned that Kurdish songs shouldn’t be sung at the wedding. The letter also read that the wedding should finish at 12pm and the village guards should inform the gendarmerie when the wedding was over and also name the guests In Silvan the singers of regional music groups named Ferhenk, Barış, Esmer, Buse, Evgi, Navdest and Dostlar were reportedly invited to the District Battalion HQ some time ago and warned not to sing in Kurdish.

The Koma Gula Xerzan music group, who appeared on stage in connection with celebrations held by the Malatya Youth Branch of HADEP, was hindered by police officers. During the celebrations prizes were given to the winners of the composition, poem and drawing contest entitled “Peace.” The police officers disconnected the microphones and the audience protested them. Officers from Malatya Police HQ came to the hall and stated that they would not allow Kurdish songs to be sung.

The police raided the offices of the Diyarbakır Branch of Eğitim Sen on 3 October. The raid was reportedly carried out in connection with the festival to be held on the occasion of 5 October World Teachers’ Day. Executives of the trade union, who were not in the office during the raid, were detained at their schools. Eğitim-Sen General Organization Secretary Emirali Şimşek disclosed that Figen Aras, Nesip Gültekin, Hüseyin Kaya, Müzeyyen Akıncı, Ali Erdemirci and Medeni Kaya had been detained. They were released on 5 October. The Governor banned the festival, on the grounds that the invitations of the festival included statements in Kurdish.

The case opened against Figen Aras, Nesip Gültekin, Hüseyin Kaya, Müzeyyen Akıncı, Ali Erdemirci and Medeni Kaya, in connection with the invitations commenced on 13 December. The defendants stated that they had no intention of disseminating separatist propaganda and that the invitations printed in both Turkish and Kurdish did not involve any propaganda against the State. The SSC Prosecutor summed up the case saying that 

In March the general assembly of the Court of Cassation passed an important decision on a case from Güroymak district (Bitlis). Nezir Durak had wanted to give his girl born in 1992 the name of “Mizgin” (which means “good news” in Kurdish), but had been asked to change the name to Hatice. Güroymak Judicial Court had decided against the application of Mr. Durak stating that the name Mizgin did not exist in the Turkish language and was against national culture and tradition. Chamber 18 of the Court of Cassation had quashed the decision stating that the name was known in society and that the father had the natural right to name his child as he wished.

Güroymak Judicial Court insisted on the first verdict and the general assembly had to deal with the case. The first decision was in favor of the verdict by Güroymak Judicial Court, but when the father asked for a correction of the verdict the general assembly followed chamber 18 by 30 against 14 votes. The corrected verdict stated people of different ethnic origin were living in Southeast and East Anatolia. It needed to evaluate the individual within his surrounding. In addition, many names and words had been adopted from Arabic or French. The name Mizgin was of Persian origin and although it had various meanings in Turkish there was no objection against this word being used as the name of a child.

In June Turabi Şen appealed to the Supreme Administrative Court after Malatya Administrative had not allowed him to name his son Laşer Rodi.

In July Hasan Kurt, who had come from Bozova district (Urfa) to Germany 12 years ago, went to the Turkish Consulate in Frankfurt. He wanted to register his child as Serxwebun Bedirxan. His application was rejected because the name included the letters “x” and “w” that do not exist in the Turkish alphabet.

HADEP run Batman Municipality’s Assembly changed some names in the town in June 2000. Subsequently the governor of Batman approached the Ministry of the Interior to reverse the name changes. He claimed that the names were given in contravention to Law No. 1003 on the Numbering of Houses and Naming of Streets and the Law on Administration of Provinces. The Ministry forwarded this request to the highest Administrative Court. In a decision dated 28 September 2000, the Administrative Court prohibited the use of the names Zozan, Zilan, Mahatma Ghandi, Yılmaz Güney, Halepçe and Munzur for streets and alleys.

Reasons for the prohibition of certain names for streets were give by the Administrative Court as follows:  

Ömer Muhtar: the leader of the independence movement in Libya against France. Before giving this name, authorization should have been sought from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA); this authorization was never asked for.
Mahatma Gandhi: someone who fought for independence of India against Britain; such a name can only be given with the authorization of MFA. 

Elmedina: a village close to Batman that was submerged under a flood; the name was written according to rules of a foreign language. 

Zilan: a name for one of the tribes in the region, but also the name of a river where Kurds were allegedly massacred during the uprising in the 1930’s. 

Tilmerç: old name of a village in Batman; an attempt to revive old names that are not Turkish.

Zozan: It means “mountain pasture” in Kurdish. 

Laleş: It means tulip in Kurdish, it is also a pilgrimage ground in Iraq for Yezidis.

Hazzo:  former name of Batman’s Kozluk district

Munzur: name of a mountain and river in the Tunceli region; a place where an alleged Kurdish massacre happened during the Dersim uprising. 

Said Nursi: it incites the public to separatism as it has both religious fundamentalist and separatist connotations.  

Yılmaz Güney: the owner of this name conducted various separatist activities and fled abroad when he received a sentence for killing a judge

Halepçe: A place in Iraq. It is known for mass murder of Kurdish people perpetrated by Iraqi State.

Arapkent: old name of a village in Bismil; an attempt to revive old names that are not Turkish. 

According to the court these names are not Turkish. Some of them remind of uprisings against the state authority and mass murders by states. These names were specially picked and with the usage of these names, a message was given to the public that it was right to revolt against the state.

The Newroz Celebrations

In many provinces only official celebrations of Newroz were allowed in 2000. Applications for alternative celebrations were not permitted in İstanbul, Malatya, Siirt, Van, Şanlıurfa, Tunceli, Hakkari, Muş, Bitlis, Kars, Iğdır and Ağrı. The police detained 748 people during Newroz festivals. 

In Kars the public prosecutor started an investigation against HADEP in connection with posters calling for Newroz celebrations. The objections were the usage of the letter “w” and the colors of red, yellow and green. Tuncer Bakırhan, chairman of HADEP for Kars province testified on 31 March. The prosecutor argued that the colors were the colors of the PKK and the Law on Political Parties provided that propaganda might only be conducted in the Turkish language, but the letter “w” did not exist in the Turkish language.
The trial launched against editors-in-chief of 8 newspapers in Batman, due to writing “Newroz” instead of Nevruz in the articles related to the Newroz festivities, concluded at Batman Criminal Court on 9 June with acquittal. The gendarmerie had lodged an official complaint against the newspapers Batman Postası, Batman Çağdaş, Exspres, Batman, Güncel, Mücadele, Aydınlık Rota and Bayram and a trial had been launched under Article 312 TPC. 

1.2. PRACTICES IN THE OHAL REGION

The state of emergency that had been introduced 13 years ago was extended in the region three times for four months each in 2000. The decisions of the GNAT were taken on 28 March, 26 June and 21 November. On 26 June the GNAT decided to exclude Van province from the state of emergency starting on 30 July. The state of emergency was in force in the provinces of Diyarbakır, Şırnak, Hakkari and Tunceli at the end of 2000. The provinces of Bingöl, Bitlis, Siirt, Batman, Mardin, Muş and Van had the status of neighboring provinces.

During the session of 21 November ANAP deputy for Bursa province, Turhan Tayan, stated that a juvenile of 17 in the OHAL region had only seen the extraordinary face of the State and needed to see a smiling face of it. He hoped in the name of his party that the 41st prolongation was the last one. 

On 13 November OHAL Governor Gökhan Aydıner held a press conference. He said that incidents of “terror” had gone down by 80% compared to the previous year. During the first 10 months of the year 206 incidents had occurred in 11 provinces. During the events 351 PKK militants had been captured “dead” and 221 PKK militants had been captured alive. He presented further figures:

“Of 1,717 people detained in connection with the PKK 547 were arrested. During operations against Hezbollah 2,709 people were detained and 1,730 of them were arrested. During the first 10 months 27 members of the security forces and 39 civilians were killed (by the PKK).”

Commenting on the expectation to lift the state of emergency Aydıner said: “One has to be alert for those, who continue activities towards terrorist aims. If they really want to contribute to peace and brotherhood, which the people really wants, they should call on the armed groups in and outside the country to put down their arms and surrender. As long as there are armed groups in and outside the country that threaten the unity the fight against terror will continue.”

Again in November Gökhan Aydıner called people asking to abolish the system of village guards “separatist centers” and further argued: “The office of the OHAL governor has given the security forces the authority to fight against terror. Therefore, the separatist centers want the office of the regional governor and the system of village guards to be abolished. We also supply aid to villages that have been affected from terror. We are supporting projects for the development of the village and an improvement of the economic situation of the villagers. They only have to tell us their needs.”

In December the office of the OHAL governor announced that since the announcement of the state of emergency 23,396 PKK militants had been captured “dead”, 621 had been captured injured, 3,086 had been captured alive and 2,371 PKK militants had surrendered, making a total of 29,474 PKK apprehended militants. 

In January HRFT Diyarbakır representative Sezgin Tanrıkulu talked about the OHAL regime. He said: “If you look at the law on the state of emergency and related laws you can see that the region is administered by a regime that is not suitable for democracies. The governor for the OHAL region has powers that should not exist in democracies. During the 13 years of OHAL he has used all these powers. Villages were evacuated, people were “exiled”, the press was prevented from entering the region, TV stations were banned and even film festivals were not allowed to take place. Political parties were prevented from entering the region with their vehicles, demonstrations and meetings were banned, and hundreds of civil servants were “exiled” outside the region. The only reason, why a regime with so broad powers continues, is the fact that the Kurdish question has not been solved on a democratic and peaceful basis.”

The Law on the State of Emergency continued to present the legal framework for human rights violations in the OHAL region. The work on human rights continued to be hindered in 2000. The Diyarbakır branch of the Human Rights Association (HRA) that the OHAL governor had closed indefinitely in 1997, because of “activities threatening the unity of the State” was re-opened on 12 May, but before just one month had passed it was closed again for 3 months. On 11 August this period was over, but the offices were closed again the same day and opened only on 10 October, after the OHAL governor had decided on it. The Van branch of the HRA was closed on 17 May for 3 months. The governor’s office in Van took the decision in connection with signatures collected on the situation in the prisons and the competences he had from the OHAL Law.

Restriction on freedom of expression continued on a large scale in the OHAL region. A large number of books, papers and music cassettes were banned from being taken to the region, distributed and sold there (see the chapter on freedom of expression).

Many people working the public sector were either dismissed or “exiled” outside the region, because of “harmful views”. The teachers’ union Eğitim-Sen announced that during the first six months of the year a total of 139 teachers had been “exiled” from the region. The decisions were taken with administrative investigations according to Law No. 657 on Civil Servants. They were based on Article 29 of the OHAL Law. Eğitim-Sen detailed the places from where teachers had been exiled as: Diyarbakır: 37, Van: 10, Batman: 32, Mardin: 30, Şanlıurfa: 13, Siirt: 17.

The Directorate for Education in Diyarbakır province opened an investigation against 4,137 civil servants in connection with the one-day “stop working” action on 1 December 2000. Medeni Alpkaya, chairwoman of the teachers’ union Eğitim-Sen said that penalties for such actions were against the law and Ankara Administrative Court No. 7 and the 5th Chamber of the Supreme Administrative Court (Danıştay) both had quashed such penalties on 21 December 1995.  Some 150 members of the trade union for Health and Social Services (SES) and the one for office workers, BES, were also targeted by this investigation. 

Other NGOs were also affected by the practices in the OHAL region. In May Diyarbakır Governor’s Office closed Dicle Women’s Cultural Center and Meteris Cultural Center in Diyarbakır, for an unlimited period, and Dicle University Students’ Association for 3 months. Dicle Women’s Cultural Center Chairwoman Saniye Varlı stated that the governor had shown their campaign for education in the mother tongue as justification for the closure. Varlı said that they were threatened by the police who came to their center to announce the decision of closure. Remzi Yıldırım, board member of Meteris Cultural Center stated that some 20 police officers had raided the premises and accused of them of conducting activities according to decisions on the 7th Congress of the PKK. The Students’ Association at Dicle University was closed against under the same provision, when the 3 months’ period expired in August.

In May the students’ association at the 100 Year University in Van was closed for 3 months according to Article 11 of the OHAL Law. 

The meeting to be held in Diyarbakır on 10 December in connection with the World Human Rights Week was banned by the governor’s office in Diyarbakır. Ali Ürküt, HADEP Diyarbakır Provincial Chairman declared that the meeting was banned under Article 11 of the State of Emergency Law. Earlier the meeting organized by HADEP for World Peace Day on 1 September had also been banned.

The office of the OHAL governor banned the signature campaign against F-type prisons organized by the HRA all around Turkey. Article 11/e of the OHAL Law was shown as justification of the decision. HRA Deputy Chairman Osman Baydemir complained that Article 7 of Decree 285 (with the force of law) prevented them from appealing against the decision.

The Village Guard System

The future of the village guard system that had been introduced in 1985 with the aim to “assist the security forces in the OHAL region in their fight against terror and for self-protection of the villagers” remained uncertain in 2000.

In January Interior Minister Sadettin Tantan stated that 65,809 village guards were employed in the region. Their wages varied between TL 60 and 64 million. He added that temporary village guards were employed on proposal of the governor and on decision of the Ministry of the Interior, of reasons for the announcement of emergency legislation turned up or violent movements occurred that threatened the lives and possession of the villagers.

On 11 June Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit spoke in Diyarbakır. He said that the system of rightfulness of the village guards might be discussed, but the village guards, who helped the security forces, would not be left in the open, when peace had been installed. “The village guards have put their lives at risk and sacrificed martyrs for the unity of the country; fought together with the armed forces and the gendarmerie. We cannot leave them hungry and unemployed, because terror has not come to an end. In the shortest possible time we shall establish a system that guarantees the future of the village guards and protects them from the pressure of big landowner (ağa).”

Meanwhile the Ministry of the Interior prepared a new circular on the employment, duty and responsibilities of village guards. The “Regulation for Village Guards” entered into force on 30 June, when it was promulgated in the Official Gazette. The conditions for becoming a village were presented as “being literate, not under 22 years and not over 60 years of age, not having been involved in separatist or reactionary (fundamentalist) activities, being known as well behaving, not provoking fights and not having bad habits such as drinking”.

According to the figures of the OHAL governor a total of 1,899 village guards were put on trial for “aiding and abetting the PKK”; 1,073 for drug smuggling and gang activities; 108 for accepting bribes; 196 for murder; 161 for causing bodily harm; 57 for kidnapping; 13 for illegal entry of houses and 280 for smuggling of arms.

In 2000 village guards were reportedly involved in armed attacks. 

A woman died in a dispute that broke out between villagers and village guards in Çakırlar village of Kozluk, Batman on 15 March. The dispute broke out between the village guards Mahmut Aslan, Şükrü Bozan, Rıza Bozan, Emin Bozan, Meman Tahtacı, Medeni Tahtacı, Şafi Tahtacı, Davut Tahtacı and Yakup Tahtacı, and the villagers. It turned into a fight with stones and clubs. The villager Mehmet Gökmen was wounded to his head with an oar. Relatives took a minibus to take him to the hospital. The village guards opened fire on the minibus near Reşedara village. Zümrette (Zümrüt) Gökmen, the mother of Mehmet Gökmen, died during the attack. Mehmet Gökmen, the driver Mustafa Kaytar and Abbad Bakır were wounded during the gunfire. 

In Bismil district (Diyarbakır) village guards clashed because of a blood feud. The village guard Selahattin Karakaş was killed and four village guards were wounded. Reportedly village guards led by former MHP chairman for Bismil district, Arap Koluman, attacked the village guards in Ambarçay village on 5 April. They killed Selahattin Karakaş and wounded Ferhan Kabakol, Cafer Karakaş, Bedirhan Karakaş and Duran Karakaş. Reportedly six village guards were detained after the incident.

Village guards killed the villager Şirin Dizek (18) in Siti village of Şirvan district of Siirt on 7 April. His father Abdulbari Dizek stated that his son had a dispute about collecting wood with the village guards at noon on that day. He added that the village guards Halil Çiçek, Mahmut Çiçek, Harun Çiçek, Maşallah Çiçek and Hizvullah Çiçek opened fire on him and his children while they were collecting wood in the afternoon. He alleged that the village guards intentionally targeted his son Şirin Dizek. 

In Batman village guards of Kayacak village of Savur district of Mardin, opened fire on a minibus and killed Halef Çelik and İbrahim Özgül, village guards of Güzelköy village of Bismil district of Diyarbakır. In the assault the village guards Mehmet Şirin, Halim Hamzaoğlu, Bedrettin Çelik, Mehmet Barlık, Veysel Aktan and Bedrettin Tekin were wounded. The attackers were named as the village guards Orhan Akgün, İrfan Akgün and Mehmet Akgün said to be in blood feud with the victims.

The villagers Muhlis Karaboğa and Tahir Efe died during a fight that broke out between the villagers and village guards because of a dispute related to land in Yukarı Ayrancı village of Doğubeyazıt district of Ağrı on 10 April. The incident happened when the villagers protested at the erection of a wall by Yukarı Ayrancı village headman Reşit Fırat on the road. Village guard Tahir Efe opened random fire with an automatic gun on the villagers. Muhlis Karaboğa died at the spot and headman Reşit Fırat killed Tahir Efe. Ali Efe, Sadık Efe, Hüseyin Bozkurt and Hasan Fırat were wounded with gunshots during the incident.

Village guard Cuma Polat killed his brother Mevlüt Polat and his relative Mehmet Polat in a dispute on a “problem related to planting a tree,” in Alişan village of Ekinözü district of Maraş on 12 April. Cuma Polat was remanded after the incident.

Ex-village guard Abdurrahman Başak opened random fire in Sason district of Batman on 25 April killing Ferzende Parlak (62). Başak reportedly had taken the machine gun of the village guard Medeni Uçar by force. In the incident 10 persons were wounded, including a police officer. Başak reportedly killed his wife in 1996, served in prison for a while and had been released, because he was mentally ill.

Village guards Ali Aslan and Süleyman Gölge died in the clash that broke out between village guards due to a disagreement on a field used as pasture in Gercüş, Batman on 22 May. Six unnamed village guards were wounded in the incident. Twenty people were reportedly detained in connection with the incident.

Beytüşşebap Penal Court decided in August not to be competent in a case that happened in 1995. Village guards had stormed the court hall and freed their relatives. At the same time they had beaten officials. The file on the village guards Naci Timur, Eşref Bayhan, Ömer Timur, Süleyman Timur, Görgün Turan and Şemsettin Tekin was sent to Diyarbakır SSC since the charges related to an uprising against the State.

At the time some 300 village guards under the command of Hüsnü Timur from the Maxmuran tribe had attacked the court hall and freed Nesim Timur.

On 31 October the village guards Şahin Çelebi, Abdullah Çetin and Fahri Sevinç attacked the shepherds İbrahim Yapıcı and Hüseyin Özer near Yeralan village in Solhan district (Muş) and stole 500 sheep. The village guards came disguised as PKK militants. Several villagers followed them and got the sheep back, while the village guards escaped.

Suicides in the OHAL Region

In 2000 suicides in the OHAL region, in particular in Batman occupied official institutions as well as NGOs. It was suspected that the trauma of the long-lasting extraordinary rule contributed to the increase in the number of suicide.

Assistant Prof. Dr. Aytekin Sır from the psychiatric department in the medical faculty of Dicle University carried out a research on suicides during the last five years in Diyarbakır. The report showed that the number of suicides had increased from one year to the other. It also showed that twice as many women than men had committed suicide. The thesis was that the social pressure on women was higher than on men. Among the reasons for suicide unemployment, displacement and terror were top of the list.

The Women’s Platform in Diyarbakır announced in November that 303 women had attempted to commit suicide in the region and 16 of them had actually died. The report of the platform stressed that sexual violence, rape and poverty had left deep wounds on the women with the result that more and more women chose suicide. The report continued:

“The fact that 303 women in the Southeast tried to commit suicide in just one month confirms this tendency. The reasons for suicide should not be discussed on an abstract level. It should also not be explained by talking about ‘fate’. You cannot prevent suicide with a policy of assimilation. In all areas of our lives we are confronted with violence. Women are belittled, intimidated, de-personalized and violence is applied to strengthen the dominance of men. One of the most important problem of women, who are exposed to violence, is the fact that they cannot talk about it, because of moral values in society, the laws and various other practices.”

The report stated that the number of attempted suicides might be considerably higher, because incidents that did not result in death, in particular in rural areas, were not recorded.

Batman Bar Association announced that in 1999 and 2000 a total of 135 people had committed or tried to commit suicide in Batman. 42 of them had resulted in death. The report noted that contrary to the worldwide statistics the number of women committing suicide was higher than the number of men, when looking at the OHAL region. The report continued:

“The statistics for Batman show that 75% of the suicides were attempted or committed by young women. In the worldwide statistics the figure is 25%. The vast majority of suicides happened in slums, where internally displaced people have taken refuge since 1985.”

Arif Aslan, editor-in-chief of the local paper “Çağdaş Batman” stated that the most important reason for suicides was the evacuation of villages. He confirmed the report of Batman Bar Association saying that most suicides had happened in quarters, where the displace people were living, and added:

“The region has witnessed great clashes during the last 17 years. Now we are living through a ‘shock of peace’. The people have not adapted themselves to the new situation. They have expectations, but see that nothing has changed. The government does not fulfill the promises. The people had great hopes in the program to return to the villages. In Pazaryeri quarters a woman tried to commit suicide. She said that she had been waiting for a return for more than two years. The village may have been everything to her, a place where she could be happy with a tomato and make a living with one cow.”

“Victim of Enforced Migration” (Müjgan Halis in her book “The women in Batman Die”)

N.K. (50): N.K. is a victim of migration. At a time with intense clashes her village was evacuated and she had to go to Batman. Her husband had two wives. She had given birth to six children and the second woman had born five children. In Bağlar quarters they tried to live in a house resembling a cowshed with 14 people. Her husband only earned TL 30 million per month as the shepherd for people in Licki village. She never had gone to school. She had never been prosperous. Once the rent of TL 10 million was deducted TL 70,000 remained for each person to spend per day. Until her death she had tried to commit suicide three times. Every time she was rescued. Finally she committed suicide by hanging herself in a flat in Siirt on 5 December 2000, while visiting friends.

Before her death she had talked to journalists about her life. She had informed them about her determination to put an end to it. She said that she would have liked to possess a fridge and a TV. She said ‘I planted death in my eye’ and showed how far she was from loving life. She went to a doctor, who could not help her. The psychologist said that everything would be all right, if her economic situation improved. ‘He was joking with me’, she said, ‘There are no hopes left. I cannot even think that my children will grow up and my husband will find a job.’

Over six years N.K. tried to make an end to her life. Once the neighbors rescued her, when she tried to hang herself. Once she drank poison, but was taken to hospital on time. The third time she jumped into the Batman River, but the second wife pulled her ashore.

N.K. was longing for her village, which she had left 10 years ago. ‘I had to leave the village and I’m not allow to go back. In the village we made our own yogurt, we had tomatoes. I could breathe freely. There is no air in town. I’m feeling strangled’. 

The suicide of was registered in the report of Batman Bar Association as 2000/2849. The reasons for her death were stated as: ‘having been forced to leave the village and ban on return; no adjustment to the life in town and poverty; differences in making a living in the village and in town; the believe that her material problems would never end; inability to image her and the future of her children; hopelessness and doubts in the future.’

1.3. The Kurdish Question and the PKK

The period that started with the abduction of PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan, the ensuing ceasefire and process of peace continued in 2000. The period hat started with the surrender of two peace groups in 1999 and the withdrawal of a large number of armed militants from Turkish soil. It continued with the 7th Congress of the PKK between 2 and 23 January. The Congress confirmed Abdullah Öcalan as the leader of the PKK and stated that the armed struggle had fulfilled its role in the national-democratic development to a large extent. The new line of the PKK would be “The revolutionary political struggle”. 

Accordingly the PKK was given a new program to solve the Kurdish question connected to the democratization of Turkey. The name of the “organization for armed struggle” was changed from ARGK to the “People’s Defense Force” and the ERNK changed its name to “Democratic People’s Units”.

On 1 June Major Fahir Altan, chairman of the department for relations to the people in the General Staff stated that some circles intentionally connected the decrease of terrorist incidents to the fact that the terrorist PKK had adopted a peaceful line. He commented: “This point was reached by the success we achieved in the fight against terror. The terror organization had to accept this result. This can clearly be seen, when we look at the graphic of terrorist acts. The number of 3,300 acts decreased in 1995 and 1996 by 50% to 1,500; in 1997 by 73% to 919; in 1998 by 83% to 589 and in 1999 by 86% to 488.”

On 24 August HADEP chairman Ahmet Turan Demir suggested a general amnesty as the beginning for a lasting peace stating that the PKK forces beyond the border were waiting for a return to Turkey. The general amnesty was necessary so that the armed forces of the PKK could return to normal life. Ahmet Turan Demir offered assistance on this point and added that the atmosphere of clashes had ended after 15 years and, since the PKK had withdrawn its armed militants beyond the border, there were high expectations for a solution of the Kurdish question. Demir warned that if the government did not take steps towards democracy the peace process would be in danger.

At the beginning of October the London based International Institute for Strategic Studies issued a report entitled “The Military Balance 2002-2003”. According to quotes in the Turkish press (
) the IISS concluded terror in Turkey went down decisively after Abdullah Öcalan asked his organization 6 months after he was captured to end armed actions against the Turkish Republic. No more than 500 PKK terrorists were believed to be in the country. Thus the organization had difficulties in collecting money and financing itself with drug dealing.

Pressures against civilians suspected of supporting the PKK continued in 2000, in particular in the OHAL region.

On 8 November the 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation conducted a hearing on the appeal case of Fatma Sevük (77), Naciye Sevük (20), Yemiş Altıntaş (63), Emine Kıyançiçek (76) and Güllü Çelik (63), who Malatya SSC had sentenced to 45 months’ imprisonment under Article 169 TPC. Fatma Sevük, Yemiş Altıntaş, Emine Kıyançiçek and Güllü Çelik (63) testified with the help of an interpreter for Kurdish and said that they had been taken to the gendarmerie station after an incident in their settlement and had put their fingerprints under a prepared statement because they did not know Turkish and could not read or write. In December the Court of Cassation confirmed the verdict. In the original trial allegation such as 76-year old Emine Kıyançiçek having carried 30kg of food over a distance of 3 kilometers to members of the organization.

The members of the Peace Mothers’ Initiative Şekernaz Çakal (59), Müesser Güneş (48), Rahime İnci (65), Azize Yıldız (39) and Fahriye Bıkkın (65), who went to Northern Iraq in order to stop recent clashes between the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and the PKK together with Murat Batgi, the translator and two drivers whose names could not be identified, were detained on 4 October. All but the drivers were remanded on 7 October, but released on 7 November on objection of their lawyers.

They alleged to have been tortured in detention. Lawyer Muharrem Erbey stated that during a visit of his clients in Mardin Prison he was told that they had been blindfolded, insulted and beaten. Moreover they had been forced to stand despite their health problems, deprived of sleep, throttled with the muslin they covered their head with. (Further details can be found in the chapter on personal security)

The trial against the Peace Mothers’ Initiative started at Diyarbakır SSC on 27 November. The defendants were charged under Article 169 TPC. 

1.3.1. Abdullah Öcalan 

The fact that Abdullah Öcalan had been captured in an international operation and taken to Turkey on 16 February 1999, the subsequent death sentence imposed by Ankara SSC and the death penalty as such occupied the agenda in Turkey in 2000.

The discussion about the execution of the death sentence was most intense at the beginning of the year. The MHP, one of the coalition partners in the government, took the lead for the circles that wanted the death sentence for Abdullah Öcalan to be executed. State President Süleyman Demirel, Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit, his deputy Mesut Yılmaz and Sami Selçuk, President of the Court of Cassation, on the other hand, clearly stated that it was necessary to wait for the decision of the ECHR. FP leader Recai Kutan feared that the execution of Abdullah Öcalan might lead to an increase in terrorist activities and stated that his party would support the government in whatever they decided in this affair.

On 12 January the leaders of DSP, MHP and ANAP came together to discuss the problem. They decided that the file of Abdullah Öcalan should stay at the Prime Minister’s office until the ECHR had made a decision. On 29 November 1999 the file had been sent to the Prime Ministry in order to be forwarded to the GNAT that had to decide on the execution of death penalties. On 20 November 1999 the ECHR had issued an interim order asking to suspend the execution of the sentence until the Court had made a decision on the application of Abdullah Öcalan’s lawyers.

Meanwhile, the court case against 101 people including Abdullah Öcalan continued at Ankara Criminal Court No. 8. The Ministry of Justice had issued a decree asking for the combination of this trial with the case at Ankara SSC, but it remained a separate case, in which no progress was made in 2000.

The ECHR Case

The application of Abdullah Öcalan’s lawyer of February 1999 was the subject of a session at the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) on 21 November. Lawyer Şükrü Alpaslan represented the Turkish side. He stated that the Council of Europe had accepted that the PKK was a terror organization. The lawyers of Abdullah Öcalan, on the other hand, termed the abduction of Abdullah Öcalan “kidnapping” and claimed that his trial had not been fair. In their application the lawyers had argued that Articles 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 18 and 34 of the European Human Rights Convention (EHRC) had been violated. They had particularly objected to the kind of apprehension, his interrogation under special conditions and by a special team, his isolation in Imralı Island and an unfair trial at Ankara SSC.

On 15 December the ECHR announced its decision. The Court had decided to look into the case for alleged violations of the EHRC except for paragraphs 2 and 5 of Article 5. These paragraphs concern the right to information and compensation. The Court had also decided against the complaint that other countries had been involved in the abduction. The Grand Chamber of the ECHR was to hear the case. A judgment was expected in one or two years.

Pressure on Öcalan’s Lawyer

In January the Justice Minister restricted the visit of the lawyers to Wednesdays, when the lawyers would be allowed to see their client for one hour. The Ministry also send a letter to the bar associations reminding them that lawyers were not entitled to make statements about their clients. On demand of the Justice Ministry investigations were started against the lawyer Ahmet Avşar, İrfan Dündar and Ayşel Tuğluk (İstanbul Bar Association), Hatice Korkut and Türkan Aslan (İzmir Bar Association) and Aydın Oruç (Denizli Bar Association). In response Ahmet Avşar stated that none of their statements had included a call for violence, but instead aimed at contributing to peace.

Two court cases were opened against Ahmet Zeki Okçuoğlu, one of Abdullah Öcalan’s defense lawyers. One of the cases referred to a comment he had made on Med TV on 14 March 1999. He had said: “We have won the case, even before it started. The Court will try Abdullah Öcalan, but the true defendant will be the Turkish State. As a leader of the Kurds Abdullah Öcalan will bring the Kurdish question in front of the court, which will be the place to discuss the official policy of the Turkish State.” For these words Okçuoğlu was tried at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 3 according to Article 159/1 TPC. The other case was heard at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 6. Here Okçuoğlu was charged under Articles 158 and 159 TPC for having insulted State President Süleyman Demirel and Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit.

The Prison Conditions

In June the health of Abdullah Öcalan deteriorated, allegedly because of the bad prison conditions, but the demand of transfer to another prison was rejected. Ali Suat Ertosun, director for prison affairs in the Justice Ministry, wrote to the lawyers stating that the necessary health service was guaranteed. Subsequently lawyer Doğan Erbaş applied to the CPT, asking for a visit and examination of the prisoner. Mark Müller, another lawyer of Abdullah Öcalan appealed to the ECHR asking for an interim decision so that Abdullah Öcalan could be transferred to another prison. The ECHR rejected this application at the end of August.

On 31 October Justice Minister Hikmet Sami Türk answered a question tabled by FP Samsun deputy Musa Uzunkaya. He stated that the prisoner had no privileges in communicating with the outside world and the press. He did not get special food, had one radio, could read papers that were not banned and had the opportunity to meet his lawyers and relatives once a week for one hour.

Actions for Abdullah Öcalan 

Those who burned themselves

On 14 April Hişar Bozkurt set himself on fire in Athens to “draw attention for the peace project of Abdullah Öcalan” and in protest at “the insensitivity on this issue”. He died on the way to hospital.

Şaban Saruhan burnt himself in Bartin Prison on 31 May, and Firuz Fethizade and Reşat Durgaz in Ümraniye Prison on 24 May, with the demand of release of Abdullah Öcalan. The prisoners also protested the prison conditions. Firuz Fethizade died in the hospital he was taken to. 

In Şehitlik quarter of Diyarbakır, Nesrin Teke, the Diyarbakır representative “Özgür Halk”, burnt herself at home by pouring perfume over herself on 3 June. She did it with the demand to release Abdullah Öcalan. Nesrin Teke, having burns of third degree, was reportedly not accepted to the state hospitals in Adana and was taken to a special hospital. She died on 9 July in Adana Ortadoğu Hospital.

Mahmut Yener, a university student, who had burned himself on the Diyarbakır city wall for the release of Abdullah Öcalan, died in Adana Balcalı Hospital in the night of 8 July. 

Ali İlhan, imprisoned in Antep, who burnt himself in mid-July in protest to the application of cell type prisons and the bad health of Abdullah Öcalan, was reportedly subjected to pressures by soldiers at the hospital where he had been taken. Ali İlhan reportedly refused medical treatment and staged a hunger strike for 5 days.

In Batman Önder Kangül set himself on fire on 23 July in protest at the isolation of Abdullah Öcalan.

Esen Aslan (19) working at the İzmir office of “Özgür Halk” burned herself in Kadifekale, İzmir, on 28 July. Aslan was taken to Yeşilyurt Hospital, was reportedly conscious. She stated in a letter that she burned herself “in protest at the attacks on Abdullah Öcalan, the PKK and the Kurdish people.” She died on 3 August.

Other Protests

A large number of people remanded or convicted for their alleged involvement with the PKK conducted a hunger strike between 31 May and 29 June with the demand to improve the bad prison conditions of Öcalan and to look into his health problems.

The gendarmes intervened in a demonstration in support of Abdullah Öcalan in İstanbul Boğazköy on the night of 17 February. They detained İrfan Beyçimen (19), Mehmet Nalkıran (19), Faruk Nalkıran, Cüneyt Aksay, Menderes Vural and three minors.

Forty-seven people, 12 of them women, who were detained during the press statement made in İstanbul on 6 June for a “general amnesty” without any discrimination; for improvement of the prison condition of the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan, and for changes in the constitution, were referred to the prosecution office on 7 June. They were indicted on charges of “offence of the Law on Meetings and Demonstration Marches numbered 2911”, “resisting public officers” and “praising an act which is considered a crime”, but not remanded.

On the anniversary of the verdict against Abdullah Öcalan, on 26 June, actions were held throughout the country. The police in İzmir and İstanbul raided offices of HADEP.

A group in Konya who wanted to send a fax to parliament asking to lift the death penalty was dispersed by police officers. During the demonstrations 24 people were detained, including HADEP Konya Provincial Chairman, Mehmet Bozdağ, HADEP Provincial Secretary Muzaffer Küçükyıldız, Provincial Executives Ahmet Dikmen, Şahin Doğanbey, Zeynep İslambay, Cemal Dursun, Nazım Keleş, Provincial Woman Branch Chairwoman Leyla Güven and Provincial Youth Branch Chairwoman Sabiha Temizkan. 

In the fax sending act, which took place in Van, some people including HADEP Provincial Executives Sait Kantarcıoğlu, Nezahat Ergüneş and Mukaddes Atabay, were detained. During the incidents the police reportedly beat Sait Kantarcıoğlu and his nose was broken. The fax sending acts held in Diyarbakır were also prevented. 

The police officers prevented the gathering of a group in Eminönü, İstanbul and dispersed the groups gathered in the Küçükpazar direction and in front of Yeni Cami, by force. The police officers reportedly detained about 40 people. During the incident Kemal Selçuk, a reporter with the daily Yeni Gündem, was beaten.

On the second anniversary of the day, when Öcalan had been forced to leave Syria, protest actions were held. During the action in İstanbul 10 people were detained.

On 21 November, the day when the ECHR held a session on the application of Öcalan’s lawyer demonstrations were held in many cities. 42 of the 100 people detained in the demonstrations held by Youth Branch of HADEP in Van in connection with the hearing held in Strasbourg were released. 58 people including İrfan Kaval, HADEP Van Provincial Chairperson were transferred to Van SSC. The HADEP youth organization in İzmir was not allowed to hold a press conference in Konak Square and in Mersin the police intervened, when juveniles from HADEP held a press conference. They dispersed the crowd by using their truncheons.

The trial opened against Yusuf Koşti (18), Osman Koşti (19), Mehmet Koşti (17), Hişman Güngör (19), Mehmet Düzgün (20), Mukadder Binici (19) and Sıtkı Kurtoğlu (18) on charges of holding demonstrations in Suruç district of Urfa in February 1999 after PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan was brought to Turkey, continued at Diyarbakır SSC on 22 December. The forensic report read out in the hearing noted that defendant Yusuf Koşti had been under 15 on the date of action. The SSC released him.

Diyarbakır SSC heard the case of the pupils S.A. (15), E.B. (15), A.T. (15), A.A. (15), Atilla Erdem (18) and the teachers Celal Kendal Turhan and Murat Uğuraslan. They were charged under Article 168/2 TPC in connection with a demonstration in February 1999 in favor of Öcalan. The defendants were not remanded. The case did not conclude in 2000.

In February the 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation confirmed the verdict of İzmir SSC against the young HADEP members Demircan Aktaş, Feyyaz Yılmaz, Erdem Kılıç, Abdullah Yılmaz, Halide Köklütaş, Naciye Büyükgöl, Fikret Gücer, Yetkin Alkan, Fatma Erik, Suzan Erdoğan and Sevilay Zeytin from the organization in Çiğli. They had been detained during a demonstration with the demand to grant Abdullah Öcalan asylum in Italy.

1.3.2 The trials of the I. and II. Peace Groups

Two groups of PKK members had surrendered on 1 and 29 October 1999 in connection with the peace call of Abdullah Öcalan. The trials of the groups that called themselves “groups for peace and a democratic solution” continued in 2000. 

The trial launched against Gülten Uçar and Sohbet Şen, members of the first group concluded at Van SSC on 1 June. Gülten Uçar and Sohbet Şen were sentenced to 12 years 6 months in prison under Article 168 TPC. The trial against other members of this group Ali Sapan, İsmet Baycan Yaşar Temur and Seydi Fırat ended on 12 July. Van SSC sentenced Ali Sapan to 18 years in prison and the other defendants to 12 years 6 months. On 7 June two more members of this group of 8, Yüksel Genç and Şirin Tekin, had been sentenced to 12 years 6 months in prison.

The trial launched against 5 out of 8 PKK members who had come from Europe on 29 October started at İstanbul SSC on 2 February. The defendants Haydar Ergül (ERNK executive), Aygül Bidav (ERNK member) and İmam Canpolat (Kurdistan Alevite Union Executive) were charged under Article 168/1 TPC and Ali Şükrü Aktaş (ERNK member) and Yusuf Kıyak (ERNK member) were charged under Article 168/2 TPC. İstanbul SSC Prosecutor had sent the file of Dilek Kurt, Ayşel Doğan and Hacı Çelik to Ankara SSC, with a decision of not authorization.

The trial launched against Dilek Kurt, Ayşel Doğan and Hacı Çelik started at Ankara SSC on 9 March. Ankara SSC declared itself not responsible and sent the file back to İstanbul SSC. Here the trial against 5 PKK members continued on 12 April. In the hearing, İmam Canpolat stated that he wanted to read out their common defense. Canpolat stated that they had come to Turkey upon the call of Öcalan, in order to contribute to the democratic solutions to the Kurdish problem by political means, and started to read the peace project initiative of the PKK. Presiding judge Ahmet Demir stopped him on the grounds that its content included PKK propaganda. Canpolat said, “The petition aims at softening the atmosphere. You would have understood that it wasn’t propaganda, if you had let me finish,” and presented it to the court board after signing. 

The trial against Dilek Kurt, Ayşel Doğan and Hacı Çelik was conducted separately. Both cases did not conclude in 2000. 

1.3.3 The trial of Cevat Soysal 

The trial launched against Cevat Soysal, who had been transferred from Moldavia to Turkey on 13 July 1999 and charged under Article 125 TPC with the demand of the death penalty for being among a high-ranking PKK executive, Ali Kandemir, former executive of Trade Union of Health and Social Workers (SES), and Osman Özçelik, former Deputy Chairperson of HADEP, charged with support of the PKK continued at Ankara SSC throughout 2000.

After the hearing of 2 May the defendant Ali Kandemir was released. In the hearing on 12 December the prosecutor summed up the case. He demanded the death penalty for Cevat Soysal and wanted Ali Kandemir to be sentenced according to Article 169 TPC. The case against Osman Özçelik should be suspended. 

A decision of non-prosecution was given at the end of an investigation launched in connection with torture inflicted on Cevat Soysal in detention. Ankara Public Prosecution Office decided that legal proceedings were unnecessary for MİT officials the police officers. Cevat Soysal had disclosed that he had been tortured by “giving electricity to various parts of his body; hanging; forcing to lie naked on ice; being hosed with pressurized water; forcing to take medicine that he did not know; Chinese torture (i.e. putting the person into a very small cell for one person to stand and dropping water on his/her head) and beating,” during 11 days of detention. Cevat Soysal received medical treatment for a long time, as his health condition was bad. He had fainted in the hearing on 16 September 1999.

1.3.4 The trial of Şemdin Sakık and Arif Sakık

The death penalty against Şemdin Sakık, who had been abducted in Northern Iraq and taken to Turkey in 1998, was confirmed by the Court of Cassation in December 1999. Subsequently Şemdin Sakık asked to benefit from the repentance law. Diyarbakır SSC that had sentenced him to death dealt with the request on 28 April. Further hearings took place in 2000, but the court did not reach a verdict.

The trial launched against Arif Sakık, the brother of Şemdin Sakık, who had been abducted together with him, started again on 23 March after the Court of Cassation had quashed the death penalty passed on Arif Sakık. Şemdin Sakık and Arif Sakık had been sentenced to the death penalty in the hearing held on 20 May 1999. The re-trial continued on 4 May. In the hearing on 23 November the Court announced that the application of Arif Sakık to benefit from the Repentance Law was rejected by the Ministry of the Interior. The case did not conclude in 2000.

1.4. Northern Iraq

The government’s approach to Northern Iraq did not change in 2000. Diplomatic efforts against the autonomic Kurdish region continued throughout the year. The Ankara representative of the KDP, Sefin Dizayi, held a reception in March in connection with Newroz and some foreign ambassadors participated. Therefore, Neçirvan Barzani, who visited Turkey at the end of March, was warned not to act “as an independent State”. He was also asked to prevent attacks, which the PKK might carry out in spring, using Northern Iraq as the base. 

On 17 and 18 April a conference on “Kurds Looking for their Identity” was held in the USA. At the conference Turkey and Turkey’s policy on the Kurds was also discussed. Frank Ricciardone, special US-representative for Iraq stated that the USA were against the formation of a separate state. He added that it was not up to the USA to decide on a sensitive issue such as the “Kurdish identity”. 

Before the conference Turkey send a harsh note to the State Department stating “the conference runs against the existing cooperation between the two countries”. Turkey noted that representatives of the PKK would participate in the conference and this might be taken concession to the PKK.

The GNAT prolonged the so-called “Hammer Operation” (scout operations from the North) for periods of 6 months each. The decisions were taken on 30 June and 31 December respectively. During the session in December Defense Minister Sabahattin Çakmakoğlu declared that the operation had a very positive effect for Turkey, because it prevented the PKK from settling in Northern Iraq, did not allow for a new exodus, secured the borders and would allow for partially opening a pipeline and humanitarian aid including food.

Operations of the Turkish Armed Forces (TSK) into Northern Iraq continued in 2000. April On 1 April the TSK started the so-called “point-operation”. The troops reportedly controlled an area of 5 kilometers into Northern Iraq. The operation allegedly concentrated on temporary camps of the PKK along the border and was said to be most intense in the Hakurk region close to the Iranian border. Camps in the Zeli and Boti region were bombarded. The PKK reportedly refrained from clashes fearing heavy losses.

On 12 April some 4,000 troops crossed the border at Habur and Çukurca and advanced about 10 kilometers. On 13 April one group entered a minefield resulted in the death of one and injuries of two soldiers. There was no official confirmation for the incident. Reportedly peshmergas from the KDP participated in some places in the operation.

Another military operation started on 3 May and lasted for about 10 days. The PKK alleged that 53 soldiers and 8 PKK militants died in the clashes that broke out during the operation. According to the official statement 53 PKK militants died in the clashes. 

38 civilians allegedly died during the operation launched by the TSK against the Lolan Kendakor region of Northern Iraq. The KDP statement read that in a Turkish air raid against a camp, the majority of its dwellers being shepherds and their families, 38 peopled died, 11 people got wounded and 4 people “disappeared” on 15 August.

A delegation of the Diyarbakır Democracy Platform wanted to investigate the incident, but was not allowed to enter the region. Lawyer Osman Baydemir, deputy chairman of the HRA made a statement to the press on behalf of the delegation on 29 August. He stated that they were not prejudiced and that they only wanted to find out the truth. Baydemir also stated as follows: “The area that has been bombed is under UN control, forbidden for flights. The bombing act is a crime, which is a concern of many countries. The crime cannot be related only to the Turkish government just because the Turkish warplanes were involved in the incident. The Turkish government remained silent on the statement of the KDP alleging that civilians were killed. This silence is an effort to cover up the incident.” 

On 3 October KDP leader had talks in Ankara and said after the meeting that the TSK had accepted to pay compensation and already paid the sum. He had been informed that the incident did not happen on purpose but by accident and had forwarded the compensation to the families.
�  There were several changes made to the National Programme. For the full texts in English and Turkish, please see the pages of the Representation of the European Commission unter � HYPERLINK "http://www.deltur.cec.eu.int" ��www.deltur.cec.eu.int�. 


�  Unfortunately the report is not freely available in the Internet (costs around $ 170) we are obliged to translate back from a Turkish translation that maybe subjective (in the choice of words, for instance).
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