7- Freedom of Assembly

8 March Women's Day

Various activities planned for the 8 March World’s Women’s Day were prohibited. The governor in Van did not allow Van Women’s Democracy Platform to hold a meeting, showing the Law on Meeting and Demonstrations and the OHAL Law as a ground. The governor in Urfa did not permit the panel planned to be held by KESK on “Women in Democratic Life.” Urfa Penal Court confiscated the posters prepared by HADEP Women’s Commission. In Antep, the activity planned by HADEP Women’s Commission on 5 March was not permitted. 

The police detained Enerji Yapı Yol Union Branch Chairman Turgut Darıcı without showing any justification, before the press statement organized by Democratic Women’s Platform in Antep in connection with the 8 March World’s Women’s Day. SES member Serpil Dağdemir, who read the statement, was detained just after the press meeting. In Konya, the police dispersed about 50 women who assembled in Kayalı Park for a press meeting. 

In December Diyarbakır SSC opened a case against Suzan Samancı, columnist with the daily Yeni Gündem, journalist Ayşe Düzkan, journalist Semra Somersan, Sevil Ersoy, SG of KESK and lawyer Gülizar Tuncer in connection with the panel titled “ Women in Life, Women on 8 March”, organized on 8 March World Women Day in Diyarbakır. The indictment stated that the speeches of the speakers on problems of women around the world and in the area involved separatism. 

Newroz Celebrations

Abdulvahap Aksoy (30) who set himself on fire in Mardin Cumhuriyet Square on 15 March, died on 16 March. His mother Halime Aksoy said that her son “had set himself on fire to welcome 21 March Newroz Feast.” 

The governors in İstanbul and Malatya did not permit HADEP and ÖDP to celebrate Newroz in open-air places. 

A clash reportedly broke out between three persons who were distributing calls for Newroz and the police in Kartal district of İstanbul at around 10pm on 16 March. A police officer was reportedly slightly injured with a bullet that hit the front window of the police car. Özgür Tezcan and Tuncay Bozkurt were detained subsequent to the incident and remanded. Tezcan and Bozkurt were claimed to be TİKKO members. 

HADEP made applications to hold celebrations for Newroz in Van, Şanlıurfa, Siirt, Tunceli, Hakkari, Muş, Bitlis, Kars, Iğdır, Ağrı, Mardin, Urfa, Siirt and Malatya, but could not get permission. 

In İstanbul the governor banned posters prepared by DBP. In Ankara the governor allowed a meeting under the condition that certain slogans such as “Long live Newroz” (in Turkish and Kurdish) would not be shouted. 

The groups, who set Newroz fires in Kıraç and Esenyurt quarters of Büyükçekmece district of İstanbul and in Yenibosna on 19 March, were dispersed by the police and gendarmerie. It was reported that security forces detained 9 persons, most of them youngsters. 

Newroz celebrations in various cities ended without any incident. The police intervened in the celebrations in various quarters of Urfa and detained many people. The police detained at least 86 persons during the celebrations in Mersin. Some people, who had not been informed about a change in place and time, came to Bakırköy Marketplace on 21 March, and 25 of them were detained, including HADEP Bakırköy district chairman Mehmet Sedat Bilge. It was reported that 50 persons were detained in Kanarya quarter of Küçükçekmece İstanbul, 40 in Tepeüstü quarter, 20 in Bayramtepe quarter, 30 in İkitelli Parseller Ayazma quarter, 20 in İnönü quarter and 5 in Söğütlüçeşme in İstanbul, in the evening on 19 March. 20 persons were detained in Tekirdağ and Çorlu district. 

The police, who intervened in the Newroz celebrations on 21 and 22 March at various quarters of İstanbul, reportedly detained at least 250 persons. About 200 persons, who were detained during the celebrations in Urfa, were released on 22 March. In Ceylanpınar district of Urfa, a group of people who wanted to set Newroz fire threw stones at the police officers who wanted to disperse them, on the night of 21 March. The police dispersed the group by opening fire in the air and detained two persons. In Siverek, Urfa two children who wanted to set Newroz fire were detained. The police raided houses where Newroz celebrations were held in Viranşehir district of Urfa and reportedly detained several people. 

Hıdır Ataman (16) and Selim Ataman (12) who set Newroz fires in Beytüşşebap district of Şırnak on 21 March were remanded on the grounds that “they resisted the village guards on duty and disturbed the public peace by setting a fire.” Cemal Ataman (14) was released to be prosecuted without arrest. The village guards had reportedly opened fire on the children. 

The trial launched against 20 students “in connection with the 21 March Newroz festival” held in the campus of Ege University, continued at İzmir SSC on 16 June. The prosecutor wanted 9 students to be convicted under Article 168 TPC and 11 under Article 169 TPC. Another trial against 32 students from Ege University started at İzmir SSC on 21 June. The prosecutor wanted these students to be sentenced according to Article 169 TPC. The Court decided to combine both cases, but did not reach a verdict in 2000.

1 May Celebrations

Since the killing of 36 trade unionists during the demonstration on 1 May, International Labor Day on Taksim Square, İstanbul in 1977 and particularly since the generals prohibited any celebrations on the 1st of May leftist organizations and trade unions have always tried to gain back the right of meetings and demonstrations in particular on Taksim Square. Many of these attempts were brutally suppressed by the security forces, often resulting in death and injuries of demonstrators. Nobody died during the incidents in 2000, but once again little tolerance was shown for the right to peaceful assembly.

The trial launched against 29 persons in connection with Labor Day celebrations in Ankara in 1998 concluded on 3 February. Ankara SSC sentenced the defendant Mutlu Perçin to 2 years 6 months' imprisonment under the Article 169 TPC, “as he was a minor at the time of the incident”. The other 28 defendants were sentenced to 45 months' imprisonment under the same provision. 

On 13 April the police in Ankara detained Hakan Şahin and Turan Yalçın, when they were putting up EMEP posters in Bentderesi quarter. The prosecutor released them in the evening.

Aynur Akkemik, Hüseyin Akçiçek and Kadir Bat from the staff of the newspaper Dayanışma, were detained while hanging 1 May posters in Zeytinburnu quarter of İstanbul on 16 April. 

Merzifon District governor prohibited the meeting to be held by EMEP Merzifon (Amasya) District Organization in connection with the May Day. The district governor also did not permit the hanging of posters and placards on 1 May. EMEP Merzifon district executives Erhan Aydoğan and İbrahim Özeren were detained on 1 May. (
)

May Day celebrations were prohibited in many cities as well as in the OHAL Region and 20 people were detained in the celebrations held in Trabzon and İskenderun. No incident took place in the meeting held at Çağlayan Square of İstanbul. Seven people who wanted to hold a demonstration in the morning, in İstanbul were detained. Twenty seven thousand police officers were on duty in the celebrations held in İstanbul in which 25 thousand people participated. İstanbul Police HQ disclosed that 238 people were detained during the celebrations. 

In Diyarbakır, where the celebrations were banned, the unionists only made a press statement. In Sinop and Antep May Day meetings were not permitted. 

The police detained 6 EMEP members hanging up May Day posters in Sultanbeyli, İstanbul on 29 April. In Merzifon, Amasya, 

On 13 September, the case, which was launched against the May Day Committee in Eskişehir, concluded. The regional representative of DISK İsmet Ayrancı, branch chairman of Harb-İş, Mustafa Kaya, branch chairman of Tez Koop-İş, Taner Demirdağ, branch chairman of Enerji Yapi-Yol Sen, İbrahim Akgün and the chairman of ÇGD, Ali Baş, were acquitted. 

The trial opened against members of the Organization Committee of the meeting held in İstanbul on Labor Day concluded at Şişli (İstanbul) Penal Court on 23 November. The defendants who were put on trial on charges of “holding an unauthorized demonstration” were acquitted. The names of the trade unionists on trial were: Murat Tokmak (SG of DISK), Hüseyin Hulusi Karlı (DISK executive), Ömer Faruk Büyükkucak (Türk-İş), Halil Akçay (Hak-İş), İsmail Hakkı Ortaköy and İbrahim Kudis (KESK) and Levent Dokuyucu (Haber-Sen). 

1 September World Peace Day

The governor's office in Diyarbakır prohibited the meeting to be held by HADEP on 1 September Peace Day in Diyarbakır.

The Ministry of Interior banned activities planned in several places all around Turkey for 1 September World Peace Day. The governor in Mersin, formerly gave permission, but later banned the meeting in Mersin, and said that the decision was taken because of the letter from the Ministry of Interior. The governor in Ankara banned the central meeting. The governor showed the Law No. 2911 on Meetings and Demonstrations as justification for the decision. The Peace Festival organized by Antalya Municipality was also banned on the same ground. 

Police officers forcibly prevented the meetings and activities in connection with World Peace Day in most provinces in Turkey. In Diyarbakır, the police intervened when groups started to march from the streets in order to gather in front of HADEP's offices. The police detained many people, who staged a sit-in on the street. Ten people including Medeni Kaya, Zeki Eminoğul, Hüseyin Çelik and Nazmi Çağan were wounded in the row that broke out between the police and demonstrators. The wounded persons were kept in hospital for one day and discharged the other day. 

The police officers, who intervened in the press statement in Konya, by a group in protest to the cancellation of the Peace March in Ankara, detained 29 people including HADEP chairman Mehmet Bozdoğan. The detainees were released on 2 September. 

The police officers, who raided the Eğitim-Sen Union building in Malatya, set up barricades in front of the HADEP buildings and detained 58 people. The police officers who intervened in the press statement held in Muş, detained around 100 people including executives of KESK and the HRA Muş Branch. Muhlise Karagüzel, HADEP executive, Güler Özen and 3 more people whose names could not be identified, were wounded at various parts of their bodies. The police did not permit the demonstrations to be held in Van and detained 40 people. 

The people, who were detained in Diyarbakır, Bingöl, Van Muş and Malatya, were released on 2 September. 

After the bans in Ankara, Diyarbakır, İzmir, Mersin and Antalya, the governor banned the meeting expected to be held in İstanbul on 3 September. Groups from different parts of İstanbul, who wanted to go to Beyoğlu, were stopped in the Avcılar area and were detained. 

Three thousand people participated in the act of ÖDP, DBP, HADEP, HRA İstanbul Branch, KESK and the Union of Chambers of Turkish Architects and Engineers (TMMOB) in Beyoğlu in protest to the ban of the meeting. HRA chairwoman Eren Keskin, EMEP chairman Mehmet Kılınçaslan, executive Kamil Tekin Sürek and the board members Seyit Aslan and Esra Çiftçi, ÖDP SG Sinan Tutal, board members Meriç Eyüpoğlu and Recep Yılbaşı, DBP chairman Mustafa Aytaç and SG Turan İl, HADEP executives Cemal Coşkun and Mahmut Can and KESK spokesman Ahmet Korkmaz were detained. The prosecution office released the detainees after testifying. 

Ankara SSC Prosecution Office opened a case against 19 executive members of HADEP, including its chairman Ahmet Turan Demir. The indictment asserted that “separatist propaganda was disseminated” as “Kurds were mentioned as a class” in the leaflet entitled “Freedom, Equality and Peace,” which was distributed by HADEP on 1 September 2000 World Peace Day. In the trial, Ahmet Turan Demir, deputy chairmen Hamit Geylani, Niyazi Bulgan, Eyyüp Karageçi, Mehmet Tekin, Mahmut Şakar, Cevahir Bayındır, Ali Rıza Yurtsever, Salih Özdemir, Filiz Uğuz, Veysel Turhan, Cemal Coşgun, Fatma Kurtulan, M. Salih Yıldız, Aslan Türk, Murad Akıncılar and Hikmet Fidan were indicted under Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law. 

The case opened in connection with the press statement read out in İstiklal Street in Beyoğlu İstanbul on 3 September on the occasion of 1 September World Peace Day started at Beyoğlu Penal Court No. 5 on 2 November. Mehmet Kılınçaslan, Kamil Tekin Sürek, Seyit Aslan, Esra Ciftci, Sinan Tutal, Meriç Eyüpoğlu, Recep Yılbaşı, Mustafa Aytaç, Turan İl, Cemal Coşgun, Mahmut Can and Ahmet Korkmaz were charged with a violation of Law No. 2911. 

Other Meetings and Demonstrations (
)
The İstanbul branch of the HRA had planned a meeting for 12 February under the slogan of “Respect for Human Rights in 2000” on Taksim Square. The police hindered the demonstrators and detained 221 people (see also the chapter on human rights defenders). 

The demonstration of "living with hunger on streets for one day" aiming at drawing attention to the problems of the people living on streets and organized by Şevkat Der Association was prevented by the police on 12 February. The police dispersed the people who assembled in Kadıköy Square and detained Şevkat Der chairman Hayrettin Bulan. 

A group of people who held a demonstration on D-100 motorway on 13 February, with the demand of finding solutions to the problems of Düzce district of Bolu that was heavily damaged in the earthquake met with obstacles by the police. The police detained 11 persons, including Eğitim Sen Union Düzce branch former chairman Aydın Şengül. 

The police prevented the demonstration of environmentalists, who wanted to protest nuclear reactors on Taksim Square on 29 February. The police did not allow the members of the “Union of Powers against Nuclear Reactors” consisting of various professional chambers and civic organizations, to give a press statement and intervened, when a group tried to lie on the ground. Greenpeace representatives Melda Keskin and Tolga Temuge were reportedly among the 44 who were detained during the incident. The detainees were put on trial at Beyoğlu Penal Court No. 6, but the court case did not conclude in 2000.

The governor's office in İstanbul banned the festival “Peace and Solidarity”, organized by HADEP in Maltepe district for 5 March.

The police in Ankara prevented a students' demonstration on Kızılay Square on 26 March. They wanted to protest against the rectors, who had a meeting with the State President.

A trial was launched against 54 out of 125 persons who were detained during the meeting on “Support the Social State,” held in İzmit on 1 April, on the grounds that they violated Law No. 2911. Volkan Dal was remanded on the grounds that there was a decision of remand in absentia in another trial. 

The police prevented the demonstration held by İçel Civic Movement against nuclear power station on 7 April in protest to the plans to construct a nuclear plant in Akkuyu. The demonstrators had assembled in front of Mersin Municipality. The police dispersed the demonstrators under beatings and detained 85 of them, including İçel Medical Association Chairman Necdet Tamamoğulları and Electrical Engineers Chamber chairman Kamer Gülbeyaz. They were later released. 25 of them were tried for a violation of Law No. 2911. Mersin Penal Court acquitted them on 31 May.

Seven Greenpeace volunteers who made a press statement on İstanbul Sultanahmet Square against the plans to build a nuclear plant in Akkuyu were detained on 10 April. Two more volunteers flying in a balloon escaped. The environmentalists later appeared in the prosecution office and were released. 

The police prevented the march by the Union of Powers against Nuclear Plants on 26 April on the anniversary of the nuclear accident in Chernobyl, on Beyoğlu Street, İstanbul. The police detained 20 persons. 

The police intervened when students wanted to make a press statement in protest to the Higher Education Council (YÖK) and the privatization of education in İstanbul University on 11 April. The police detained 20 students under beatings. 

At a similar demonstration 29 students were detained in İzmir in 15 April.

Police intervened when students wanted to protest the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in front of Dolmabahçe Palace in İstanbul on 17 April and detained about 40 students under beatings. The police reportedly used pepper gas against the students and took them to İstanbul Police HQ. They were released on 18 April, but four of them were taken into custody again, allegedly because arrest warrants against them existed.

The police intervened when right-wingers held a demonstration in front of İstanbul University on 21 April, in protest to Jiang Zemin, President of China, and detained 8 persons. 

The gendarmerie intervened in the concert given by the music band Koma Agire Jiyan in the traditional spring festival at Middle East Technical University on 12 May. Three students were wounded and three students were detained. The detainees were released as a result of negotiations between the students who took shelter in the Biology Department, and the gendarmerie. 

Fourteen Greenpeace volunteers, who chained themselves to the İstanbul Consulate of Japan in protest to the burning of solid waste in Japan, were detained on 15 May. They were dragged over the ground. The prosecutor ordered their release on 16 May. 

The police in İstanbul intervened, when members of the Union of Democratic Lyceums gathered in front of the US Consulate to protest the IMF on 22 May. 25 people were detained.

On 25 May the police detained 22 students in Kartal, who wanted to read out a press statement on irregularities with the entrance to universities.

In May members of SİP wanted to put up posters protesting at the decision of the Council of Ministers to deprive Nazım Hikmet of his Turkish citizenship. The police in İstanbul detained Bilgütay Hakkı Durna and Basri Akyüz in Beşiktaş, Özgür Özdemir, Burcu Görür, Fikret Sancaklı, Emre Şahin, Eylem Toğluk and İnci Boyacıoğlu in Taksim.

On 31 May the police in Balıkesir prevented 200 workers from public places to stage a demonstration in front of the trade union's building.

On 1 June S.Y. (14) was detained at Silvan Police HQ, where he had gone to ask for permission for a theatre play to be staged in his school, in Silvan, Diyarbakır. He and two teachers, who had accompanied him, were released after having testified

On 7 June the police intervened in the protest of Greenpeace volunteers on a Spanish ship that allegedly carried poisonous material and anchored in the port of İskenderun Iron and Steel Factory. The protesters hanged a banner on the boat. The police detained 5 Greenpeace volunteers. They were later released. 

The police prevented demonstrations in İstanbul, Adana and Mersin against the practices of the Student Election Examination (ÖSS) and with the demand of free education on 13 June. During the press statement in front of the National Education Directorate in İstanbul 64 students were detained under beatings. In Adana, the police detained Miray Öğrü, Serdar Örnek, Cihan Yurtsever, Deniz Yurtsever, Sinan Tut, Derya Taşkıran, Nilüfer Yeloğlu, who intended to make a press statement together with their families, and Ethem Açıkalın, a reporter with the newspaper Atılım. Derya Taşkıran and Ethem Açıkalın were later released. Student Songül Yurtsever, who was wounded with truncheon blows and fists, was hospitalized. In Mersin the students Ali Haydar Keleş, Müge Molvallı, Meral Tatar, Hüseyin Özdemir, Mehtap Kaz and Ayhan Gerçek were detained.

Members of the Turkish Confederation of Civil Servants (Türkiye Kamu-Sen), established by right wing civil servants, staged a sit-in in Kızılay, Ankara on 13 June protesting the GNAT not to have taken the “Civil Servants Union Draft Bill” on the agenda. Sixty-one people, including Kamu-Sen Chairman Resul Akay, were detained. They were later put on trial at Ankara Penal Court No. 14, but the case did not conclude in 2000.

In Samsun, instructors protested President Ahmet Necdet Sezer’s assignment of Prof. Dr. Ferit Bernay, who received 71 votes, as the rector of Samsun 19 May University instead of Prof. Dr. Osman Çakır who received 239 votes, and who is reportedly known as a right-wing person. On 1 August a group of instructors gathered in front of the Samsun Atatürk monument and hang up a banner. Later Prof. Dr. Yusuf Demir wanted to read out a press statement. However, at this point Mustafa Aydın, Chief of Samsun Police ordered “the demonstration to be dispersed because it was without permission” and a dispute broke out between the instructors and the police officers. The dispute turned into a struggle. As a result of the dispute some of the instructors’ robes were torn. Assistant Professor Dr. Ferhat Uzun and Türk Eğit-Sen Samsun Branch Chairman Hamdi Koçak were detained. Uzun and Koçak were released after a short time. In November the public prosecutor indicted 85 people for having staged an illegal demonstration.

In Samsun the police prevented a protest meeting on 2 August against the fact that the Ministry of Labor and Social Security had deprived TÜMTİS from the right of common bargaining. The police detained the representative Muharrem Yıldırım. The workers went to the police station and stated that they would not leave before Yıldırım was released. Shortly afterwards Muharrem Yıldırım was set free. 

The police intervened in the demonstration of 25 students from student associations of universities in İstanbul and İstanbul Democratic High School Union for protesting YÖK on 11 August. The police detained the 25 students under beatings. 

Fifteen people, who shouted slogans in protest to cell type prisons during the semah (a religious ceremony of Alevite people) as part of the commemoration ceremonies of Hacı Bektaş-ı Veli in Hacıbektaş, Nevşehir, were detained under beatings. The police also beat Jülide Kalıç, a reporter with the daily Evrensel. The detainees were released after the ceremony. 

In Kayseri, police officers prevented the demonstration by KESK and Memur-Sen in protest to the decree giving the government the authority to dismiss public servants without any legal decision. Police officers intervened and detained KESK Kayseri Spokesman Halil Ünal, BES Kayseri branch chairman Dursun Şimşek and the civil servants Yusuf Karaca and Mehmet Köseler. 

Greenpeace members staged an act against production and import of PVC at Petkim İzmir Aliağa Complex on 18 August. The activists tried to secretly hang a placard to the facility providing power to Petkim. They also intended to block the port entrance with their boats. Coast guards chased the Greenpeace members for a while. Nine people, who were detained during the act, were later released. The detainees were: Captain of the ship John Castle (British), Greenpeace Mediterranean Office Toxic Materials Campaign Responsible Person Tolga Temuge, Erkut Ertürk, Daniel Josef (USA), Ziya Çobanoğlu, Hatice Dökmeci, Benjamin Scott, Deniz Güman and assistant captain Perete Rince (French). 

The press statement of members of “Year 2000 World Women’s March Turkey Coordination” which consisted of various organizations such as the HRA, KESK, DİSK, ÖDP and HADEP was prevented on 9 September. The women wanted to send the signatures they collected for the demand of peace to the United Nations from Sirkeci Post Office in İstanbul. The police intervened outside the post office, and detained 50 people under beatings. 

Police officers intervened in demonstrations held in front of the US Consulate-General in İstanbul on 11 September, in protest to the World Economy Summit held in Melbourne Australia and detained 30 students. The students who were detained under beatings were taken to İstanbul Police HQ. In Adana 11 members of the HRA and People’s House, who protested against the IMF were detained under beatings.

The police intervened in a group protesting the ban on headscarves in the preparatory class of İstanbul Kazım Karabekir İmam Hatip High School for Girls on 21 September. Fifteen students and parents were detained in the incident. The police reportedly opened random fire into the air to disperse the demonstrators. 

The police intervened in the commemoration ceremony held by members of TUYAB (Union of the Relatives of the Arrested and Convict) and DEKAK (Committees of Revolutionary Prisoners’ Families) because of the anniversary of the death of Ümit Altıntaş, who had lost his life during the operation carried out at Ankara Central Closed Prison on 26 September 1999. Reacting against the intervention the group conducted a sit-in. The police detained 150 people under beatings.

A group of women heading from İstanbul to Ankara upon the call of the 2000 World Women’s March Coordination were stopped by the police in Düzce on 7 October. The women reacted with a sit-in. Forty-two women were forced into the police buses and taken to Düzce Police HQ, whereas 15 women were hospitalized. 

On 20 October the police in İzmir prevented a conference on “Prison and Health” organized by the Union of Medical Associations (TTB). TTB deputy chairman Dr. Metin Bakkalcı stated that the police insisted on recording the conference on videotape and thus prevented the conference.

On 27 October the demonstration of students of the İmam Hatip High School in Konya in protest of not being accepted in the classroom with their headscarves was prevented by the police. During the demonstration 78 people were detained, most of them students. 

On 5 November the police in İstanbul stopped to busses with students, who wanted to go to Ankara to participate in a demonstration against YÖK. The police forced the busses to go to Beyoğlu Police Station. Here the police conducted an ID check and then let the busses depart.

On the occasion of the 19th anniversary of the foundation of YÖK demonstrations were held in many cities, in particular Ankara and İstanbul. The busses carrying students who wanted to participate in the meeting on Kızılay Square in Ankara were not allowed into town. A group of protesters wanted to close the motorway to Ankara for the whole traffic. In the struggle between the students and the police two students and two police officers were injured. After a short discussion the students once again tried to get over the barricade of the police. This time 95 students were detained. The meeting at Kızılay Square ended without any incident.  

Another meeting in front of the campus in Beyazıt (İstanbul) passed without any incident. Only at a bus stop the police intervened with a group of students who wanted to go to Beyazıt and detained 25 students. They were released after a short while. Gendarmes intervened when students in Bursa wanted to read out a press statement in front of the Faculty for Education at the Uludağ University. A student named Hulusi C. was detained. During an intervention of the gendarmerie in a demonstration at Karadeniz Technical University in Trabzon 15 people were detained. At Dicle University in Diyarbakır and the Faculty for Education in Siirt a total of 85 students was detained. 

On 13 November the villagers of Bergama (İzmir) who won the years of legal struggle against the gold production with cyanide in their region started to march to Çanakkale, as the Eurogold Company had not ceased its activities in the region. Gendarmes detained villager Ali Topuz on the ground that he was wanted. 

On 9, 10 and 11 November KESK organized protest meetings against the budget for 2001. The demonstrations passed without serious incidents, but the Director for Education in Diyarbakır opened an investigation against 358 civil servants, because they had left the borders of the province without permission (gone to Ankara).

On 28 November KSK members organized a half-an-hour sit-in in Diyarbakır. The police intervened and beat many people including the trade unionists Mehmet Işıktaş, Yaşar Türk and Figen Aras. 

On 1 December, workers and civil servants in Turkey left their workplaces for one day upon the decision taken by the Labor Platform, formed by trade unions of workers and civil servants and democratic mass organizations. About 500 people were detained in various provinces during the demonstrations held in connection with the act. Eğitim-Sen stated that over 300 teachers had been detained during the act. 

About 20,000 people attended the meetings held in İstanbul and Ankara. The police hindered the demonstration held in Ereğli District of Zonguldak with the participation of 600 people. The police detained 188 people, including Kamu-Sen representative Salih Alemdar. The detainees were later released. In Urfa, the police dispersed about 300 people when they wanted to hold a demonstration outside the office of KESK. The police detained about 50 people. In the meeting held in Konya, 3 people were detained on the accusations of “being members of DHKP-C.” In Sinop, 20 people were detained during the demonstration at İtfaiye Square. In Kayseri, 3 trade union leaders were detained when they submitted a petition to the Governor. 

On behalf of the World Day of the Blind the Six Point Blind Association wanted to march from the tunnel of the underground in İstanbul to Taksim Square on 3 December. The police stopped them at Galatasaray Lyceum. After a discussion they were allowed to march until Taksim Square, but here the police detained the board members.

The demonstration held by the Association of the Blind Ankara Branch to put forward the problems the blind face was hindered by the police officers. The blind people, who gathered in Güvenpark on 4 December, wanted to march to the Prime Ministry building. The march of the blind was stopped at the exit of the park. Here they made a press statement and dispersed.

Court Cases

Following protests organized by KESK on 23 December 1999 a number of court cases was initiated. In Sungurlu district (Çorum) 16 Eğitim-Sen members testified on 12 January to the Director for National Education on claims of having staged an illegal demonstration. (Further cases can be found in the chapter on freedom of association).

In Antalya the public prosecutor investigated against the trade unionists Kadir Zeybek, Harun Sarıkaya, Ali Keleş, Türker Özdemir, Mustafa Ayar and Adnan Küçüker. On 31 May he decided not to prosecute anybody.

In Karadeniz Ereğlisi the trial against 123 Eğitim-Sen members started on 18 September. They were charged with having staged an illegal demonstration.  

The trial launched against 6 primary school students who held a demonstration “in protest at cancelled lessons” in Gazi quarter of İstanbul, on 6 October 1998, ended at İstanbul Juvenile Court No. 1 on 1 March. Y.T. (14), S.K. (13), G.Ü. (13), D.D. (12), E.İ. (12) and G.K. (13) were acquitted on the grounds that “there was no intention for crime and the moral elements of the crime had not materialized.”

The trial against Bursa Medical Association executives, on the grounds that “they made a press statement related to their works in the earthquake region without informing the governor” ended in acquittal at Bursa Penal Court No. 1 on 21 February. 

On 28 February Kayseri Penal Court No. 3 acquitted the members of the branch platform of KESK from charges under Law No. 2911. The case had been initiated after a press statement of 21 November 1999.

The trial against 14 students and parents who held a demonstration in Kadıköy, İstanbul in protest to the examination system in secondary schools, on 5 March 1999, on charges of “holding an unauthorized demonstration,” ended in acquittal at Bakırköy Penal Court No. 7 on 1 March. 

The trial against Batman Democracy Platform members, on the grounds that they “made an unauthorized press statement” for the abolition of the death penalty on 29 November 1999, started at Batman Penal Court on 30 March. The prosecutor sought penalties for HRA Batman branch chairman lawyer Sedat Özevin, Batman Bar Association deputy chairman lawyer Mehdi Öztüzün, SES Batman branch chairman Yusuf Öner, Eğitim-Sen branch secretary Nevin İşbilen, Petrol-İş board member Mehmet Çelik, Tek Gıda-İş Batman branch chairman Mahmut Ekin, Yol-İş representative Şakir Alay, Tes-İş representative Nezir Tenha, Tradesmen and Handicrafts Chamber deputy chairman Ahmet Candemir and HADEP Batman chairman Hasan İlten for having violated the Law No. 2911.

On 19 June Eşme Penal Court sentenced Dr. Hüseyin Yıldıran, from Ege University, Gürcan Sağcan, from the İP and İsmail Durna, chief writer for the journal “Köylü” to 15 months' imprisonment for a violation of Law No. 2911. They had come together in Uşak on 15 December 1999 to talk to the villagers about mining cold using cyanide.

In June the Court of Cassation quashed the penalty given to the 8 unionists in connection with a press statement they made in front of Ankara Central Closed Prison on 31 January 1997 in protest to “exile” of 33 guardians, members of Tüm Yargı Sen Union. The Court of Cassation ruled that “the act was a democratic reaction”. On 2 December 1998 Ankara Penal Court No. 10 had sentenced Tüm Yargı Sen chairman Tekin Yıldız, Hacı Çoban, former chairman of Tüm Yargı-Sen, and the board members Özlem Yılmaz, Tacim Alıncak, Cengiz Garip, Musa Garip Şahin, Rauf Tepe and Muharrem Akburak 18 months in prison and a fined of TL 1 million, but suspended the penalties.

In September Bergama Public Prosecution Office launched an investigation against Bergama Environment board chairman Oktay Konyar, former mayor Sefa Taşkin and 80 villagers in connection with their acts against the Eurogold Company in the vicinity of Ovacık village of Bergama, İzmir, on charges of “establishing an illegal organization.” The case file that had been sent to Bergama Penal Court was referred to İzmir SSC with a decision of non-prosecution. İzmir SSC found the file inadequate and sent it back. Upon that, Bergama Public Prosecution Office decided to hear the testimonies of these 82 people again. 

A group called “Bergama without Cyanide” filed complaints against themselves at İzmir SSC on 13 October, after they had heard about the investigation against the villagers and demanded to be included in the investigation. 

The public prosecutor also investigated against teachers, members of Eğitim-Sen, who had participated in the protest actions. In October Düzgün Aslan, Hüseyin Özdemir, Uyar Demircioğlu and Kadir Uludağ testified to the prosecutor on charges of membership to an illegal organization.

The case against 15 juveniles youths on charges of “being members of DHKP-C and making a press statement after occupying the İzmir offices of the DYP in 1995 in protest against the incidents that took place in Gazi quarter of İstanbul” concluded on 20 December. The 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation ratified the verdict regarding 14 defendants and quashed the verdict of one defendant. The Court ruled that Şenal Kaplan, who had been sentenced to 2 years 6 months of imprisonment, should be acquitted. İzmir SSC had sentenced Mehmet Göcekli to 14 years 7 months in prison, Sami Güvercin to 15 years, Ümit Kanlı, Enis Aras, Tamer Çadırcı, Barış Yıldırım and Ayten Anlaş (Andaş) to 12 years 6 months, Rıza Doğru to 10 years, Sinan Doğan, Özsev Alev Özcan to 8 years 4 months, Şenal Kaplan, Mahir Biçici, Ebru Özdağ, Şair Nedim and Malik Bahalı to 2 years 6 months' imprisonment. In the first revision the 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation had found insufficient investigation, but İzmir SSC had insisted on its original verdict. 
� On 13 December Merzifon Penal Court acquitted Aydoğan and Özeren from charges of illegally distributing leaflets.


� For the protests against F-type prisons see the chapter on personal security





