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10. FREEDOM OF ORGANIZATION

Pressure on and restrictive measures against NGOs, political parties and trade unions opposing the "policies of the state" determined by the National Security Council and government decisions confirming the official policies continued in 2001. Executives and members of political parties, associations and trade unions were detained and put on trial. Some associations were closed. Intensive pressure on branches of trade unions in the State of Emergency Region was observed. Several executives of these trade union branches were detained and “exiled” (disciplinarily transferred) outside the region. Persecutions were not limited to the State of Emergency Region. In all parts of Turkey executives and members of dissent political parties, NGOs and trade unions faced attacks, were detained and put on trial, and their offices were damaged. Several members of these organizations were subjected to torture in detention.

Pressure on dissent political parties did not slow down in the year 2001, but the People's Democracy Party (HADEP) occupied a special place among political parties. The trial opened against HADEP with the demand of closure of the party continued in 2001. The police raided many branch offices of HADEP. These raids intensified especially after March. Many HADEP members were detained; some were put on trial. Ankara Governor's Office banned the meeting scheduled by HADEP for 1 September on the occasion of the World's Peace Day. Thousands of members of HADEP were detained starting from the week before the meeting until 1 September. The most serious causality within the course of these attacks was the death of its member Zeynel Durmuş in İstanbul (for details see the chapter on Freedom of Assembly and Demonstration).

Other dissent political parties such as EMEP, SİP, ÖDP, TSİP and DBP had their share of persecution in 2001. Many activities of these political parties were banned, and they were not allowed to put up posters, organize meetings, make press statements and distribute leaflets. Several members of these parties were detained, some underwent investigations and some were put on trials.

NGOs such as associations and foundations and trade unions did not face any pressure as long as they acted in line with the official policies of the state. However, others were subjected to punishment including closure. Some NGOs went through consecutive closures, one coming right after another. Pressures, bans on activities and investigations and trials against members protesting these persecutions became usual practice in everyday’s life. 

10.1. Political parties

People’s Democracy Party (HADEP)

Trials and investigations

The year 2001 witnessed no significant development in the trial, which had been launched by the Chief Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation at the Constitutional Court with the demand of closure of HADEP. In the trial, which had been launched on 29 January 1999, the Prosecutor HADEP to be banned for becoming a focus of the activities against the “indivisible unity of the State with its country and nation,” as described under Article 68 of the Constitution.

The Prosecutor made the following accusations in his indictment: “There has been an organic tie between HADEP and the PKK; HADEP has been under the control of the PKK, as were HEP and DEP, which were closed down previously; HADEP has carried out activities in line with the instructions given by the Central Committee of the PKK; HADEP congresses have become scenes of demonstrations for the PKK and its leader Abdullah Öcalan; there have been attempts to impose hostile opinions against the constitutional order and the unitary state on the people, who participated in the meetings held by youth, women, health and labor commissions formed by HADEP and during the seminars given by provincial and district organizations of HADEP; there have been activities in the provincial and district organizations of HADEP for organizing the citizens of Kurdish origin around the PKK, forming a basis for the PKK and sending militants to the PKK, thus the provincial and district organizations of HADEP have become ‘recruiting offices of the PKK’.”

The 9th Chamber of the Court of Cassation quashed the sentences of 18 HADEP-members, including the chairman Murat Bozlak (2001) and the former chairman Ahmet Turan Demir (1999-2001), in its session held on 31 December. They had been tried at Ankara SSC No. 2. The sentences were quashed because the offence falls under the Law on Conditional Release and Suspension of Sentences. The trial launched against HADEP executives in connection with “hunger strikes during the period in which the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan was in Italy,” had ended on 24 February 2000. Ankara DGM had sentenced HADEP Chairperson Ahmet Turan Demir, former Chairperson Murat Bozlak and Ankara former Provincial Chairperson Kemal Bülbül, former Deputy Chairperson Bahattin Günel, Ağrı Mayor Hüseyin Yılmaz, Ankara Keçiören former District Chairperson Ali Akgül, Party Board former member Emine Mısır, Ankara Provincial Executive Board former members Rezzan Sümbül, Mehmet Emin Aras, Sevgi Önal, Sultan İzra, Dursun Turan, Cevdet Malgaz, Safiye Akalın, Ahmet Aydın, İlhan Aydın, Hüsamettin Avşar and Şaziye Zoroğlu, to 3 years 9 months in prison under Article 169 of the Turkish Penal Code. 29 party executives had been acquitted.

Ahmet Turan Demir, the Deputy Chairman of HADEP started to serve a prison term of 1 year in Ankara Closed Prison on 17 August. He had been convicted for “disseminating separatist propaganda” in a speech he delivered during a congress of the youth commission of HADEP. Considering the time he had already spent under arrest, Demir was kept in prison for 35 days.

Demir, who had been put on trial at Van SSC for a speech he had made at the party congress on 9 September 2000, was acquitted in the session of the court held on 14 September. 

On 12 December Ankara SSC No. 2 acquitted 19 executive members of HADEP, including Demir, of charges of “disseminating separatist propaganda”. The trial against Ahmet Turan Demir and the executives Hamit Geylani, Niyazi Bulgan, Eyyüp Karageçi, Mehmet Tekin, Mahmut Şakar, Sevahir Bayındır, Ali Rıza Yurtsever, Salih Özdemir, Filiz Uğuz, Veysel Turhan, Cemal Coşgun, Fatma Kurtulan, M. Salih Yıldız, Aslan Türk, Murad Akıncılar and Hikmet Fidan had been launched in December 2000 in connection with a leaflet on 1 September 2000 World Peace Day, titled “Freedom, Equality, Peace”. In the trial, the prosecutor had sought sentences of up to 3 years in prison under Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law.

The trial against Ahmet Turan Demir, Aydemir Güler, chairman of the Turkish Communist Party (TKP, formerly Socialist Power Party) and Turgut Koçak, chairman of TSİP related to their speeches they made on the HADEP Congress on 26 November 2000 did not end in 2001. In the trial Demir is prosecuted under Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law and Güler and Koçak are prosecuted under Article 312 of the TPC.

On 7 December Ankara SSC continued to hear the case of 41 people charged in connection with the HADEP Congress on 23 June 1996, during which the Turkish flag was pulled down. The hearing was adjourned to 29 January 2002 for hearing the prosecutor's summing up of the case.

Diyarbakır Metropolitan Municipality Mayor Feridun Çelik, Siirt Mayor Selim Özalp and Bingöl Mayor Feyzullah Karaaslan were detained on 19 February 2000 on directives of Diyarbakır SSC. The official car of Feridun Çelik was reportedly halted at Yenişehir quarter at about 3.30pm and Çelik, HADEP former Diyarbakır Provincial Chairperson Lawyer Selim Kurbanoğlu and TOHAV (Social and Legal Researches Foundation) Diyarbakır Representative lawyer Sinan Tanrıkulu, who were with him, were detained. Kurbanoğlu and Tanrıkulu were released after a short while. Police officers from the political department and gendarmes raided and searched the office of Çelik in the Diyarbakır Metropolitan Municipality at around 4.30pm. Lawyers from Diyarbakır Bar Association witnessed the search. 

Around the same time, Selim Özalp was detained in a raid on his house in Siirt. Özalp was later taken to Diyarbakır. Feyzullah Karaaslan, who returned from Germany, was detained at Diyarbakır Airport in the evening the same day.

The statement made by the State of Emergency Regional Governor's Office read that 25 out of the 47 persons who were detained during the operations in Diyarbakır and its districts, were remanded: “The testimonies of the detainees pointed out that the mayors made contributions to the works of the PKK within the country and abroad, and aided the PKK financially,” read the statement.

Subsequently, a case was brought against 22 defendants, including the mayors. In this trial the prosecutor sought sentences of imprisonment against 8 defendants under Article 168/2 of the TPC on charges of "membership of the PKK", and sentences of up to 7 years in prison against 14 defendants, including the mayors, under Article 169 of the TPC on charges of “supporting the PKK”. The last session of the trial within 2001 was held on 13 November at Diyarbakır SSC. The hearing was adjourned to 22 January 2002. 

The sentence passed on Tahir Han, one of the founding members of HADEP, for the speech he had made during the First Congress of HADEP on 26 June 1994, was suspended on 12 February under the Law on Conditional Release and Suspension of Sentences. In the original trial, which had ended on 22 January 1997, Han had been sentenced to 1 year in prison and given a fine of TL 100 million under the Anti-Terror Law. 

Ahmet Konuk, HADEP Siirt Branch Chairman, was put on trial under Article 159 of the TPC on charges of "insulting the judiciary and armed forces" in the leaflets he distributed to journalists in January. On 23 November Siirt Criminal Court sentenced him to 2 years’ imprisonment. The court did not reduce the sentence nor suspended it. Meanwhile, Diyarbakır SSC issued a decision “not to prosecute” the suspect as a result of the investigation, which was started in connection with the same press conference. 

On 22 April the police intervened in the press statement, which was to be read out by members of the Youth Commission of HADEP Diyarbakır Branch in protest against the attitudes of the authorities in the course of the death fast in prisons. Mustafa Doğrul, Serdar Elik, Hamit Koçak, Mehmet Can Taşdemir, Serkan Tekin, Selahattin Kara, and Seyfullah Yayla were detained. Later, a case was brought against them on charges of “staging an unauthorized demonstration”.

Bismil (Diyarbakır) Mayor Nedim Biçer from HADEP and HADEP executives A. Latif Kandemir, İsmet Demirbilek, Nimet Sayar, Mecit Argül and Mizbah Bozucu were put on trial in connection with demonstrations during HADEP former Chairman Ahmet Turan Demir's visit to Diyarbakır on 28 June 2000. The trial did not end in 2001. There was no defendant under arrest in this trial. 

Elazığ Public Prosecution Office launched a trial against executive members of HADEP Elazığ provincial organization on charges of "having violated Law on Meetings and Demonstrations" during the 21 March Newroz celebrations. The trial, which started on 23 June, did not end in 2001. 

After a police raid on HADEP Hakkari Branch office in June a case was opened against 68 people for organizing and participating in illegal music courses. During the hearing on 19 July HADEP Hakkari Branch Chairman Sabahattin Suvağcı and Deputy Chairman Musa Çiftçi were arrested. Suvağcı and Çiftçi were released in the hearing held at Van SSC on 19 September. The trial did not end in 2001.

The trial against HADEP Chairman Murat Bozlak and 56 executives in connection with the calendar of the party for 1998 continued at Ankara SSC on 5 September. The ban on traveling abroad imposed on Melik Aygül was lifted. During the hearing on 27 December, the trial was adjourned to 2 March 2002. In this trial Murat Bozlak, Hamit Geylani, Ali Rıza Yurtsever and Mehmet Satan are charged as “leading members of the PKK” under Article 168/1 TPC. Other defendants are charged with “supporting an armed gang” under Article 169 TPC.

In Van, some HADEP members and executives were put on trial in connection with the Christmas celebrations. In connection with this trial, Ferhat Yeğin, the deputy Secretary General of HADEP, İrfan Kaval, chairman of HADEP Van Branch, Nezahat Ergüneş, chairwoman of the Women Commission, Rıza Taşlıtepe, chairman of the Youth Commission, and HADEP Van Branch executives Azat Şimşek, Tekin Topçuoğlu and Remziye Umar, and HADEP member Memduh Dalga were arrested, whereas Van Branch executives Naci Çakırgöz, Rıfat Kaya, Ali Şivip, Nezir Öcek and Ahmet Ertaş were put on trial without arrest. The defendants were charged under Article 169 of the TPC. 

The trial continued at Van SSC on 14 June. Observers were not even allowed to enter the garden of the courthouse building and the police beat many people including the HADEP Party Assembly members Ahmet Şeker, Erdal Söylemez and Diba Ergül, and HADEP Tunceli Branch Chairman Alican Ünlü. The trial did not come to an end in 2001.

Batman Public Prosecution Office started an investigation against HADEP Batman Branch executives in connection with the celebrations they held during HADEP Chairman Murat Bozlak's visit to this city on 25 October. The investigation was reportedly based on charges of "holding an unauthorized demonstration, blockading the traffic and playing Kurdish songs without a prior permission." The case involves: HADEP Batman Branch chairman Murat Ceylan and branch executives Nesim Turhan, Aydın Üneşi, Hüseyin Kalkan, Hasan İlten, Ahmet Candemir, Cemile Sezgin, Şaziye Kayar, Meral Orhak, Abdullah Alınak, Abdullah Koyuncu, Kasım İmret, Hamit Acet, M. Emin Başar, Haydar Tekin, Hüseyin Tüzer, Nuriye Başçı, Celil İmret, Nadire Sebuktekin, Rıfat Başalak, Şirin Arı, Talat Tuncer and A. Rahman Akyüz. The prosecutor did not finish his investigation in 2001. 

Obstructive measures against HADEP’s organization

Mehmet Akın, Chairman of HADEP branch in Kayapınar town was detained while he was returning back from the opening ceremony of HADEP office in Çermik district (Diyarbakır) on 14 January. Later Akın was arrested on charges of "having resisted an officer on duty". Mehmet Akin was reportedly stopped on his way back near Ergani and his driving license and the papers of the car were confiscated there. He went to Ergani Gendarmerie Station, where he was interrogated on the grounds of “resisting an officer on duty”. Afterwards, he was taken to the prosecution office and arrested on the same reason. Akın received a prison term at the end of his case.

On 25 January Serdar Tanış, Chairman of HADEP Silopi Branch, and Ebubekir Deniz, an executive of the same HADEP “disappeared”. They were last seen entering the District Gendarmerie Headquarters of Silopi. Two eyewitnesses applied to the prosecutor stating that they had seen Tanış and Deniz at the yard of the gendarmerie station. However, the authorities claimed that Tanış and Deniz had never come to the gendarmerie station. İdris Tanış, the lawyer of the families Tanış and Deniz, applied to the Central Gendarmerie Station and Prosecution Office, but he was told "Tanış and Deniz had never been detained on that day." Subsequently, HADEP and HRA approached the authorities in Silopi and Şırnak without any result. HADEP executives went to Silopi and met the public prosecutor, Deputy District Governor Ünal Çakıcı and authorities of the gendarmerie, who had told the delegation that Tanış and Deniz had not been in detention. One week after Tanış and Deniz “disappeared”, the Governor of the State of Emergency Region and the Governor of Şırnak issued a written statement. In this statement the governors asserted that Tanış and Deniz had come to Silopi Central Gendarmerie Headquarters on the invitation sent to them and had given their testimonies. They had been released after having testified. The whereabouts of Tanış and Deniz are still unknown one year after they went missing.

On 25 April the police dispersed executives and members of HADEP Batman Branch, when they attempted to hold a press conference concerning the disappearance of Tanış and Deniz. The HADEP members and executives Avni Canpolat, Hüseyin Tüzel, Murat Ceylan, Müzeyyen Aydınlı and Hasibe Acar were beaten. Aydınlı and Acar were hospitalized. Ten people were detained, but they were released after a short time.

On 15 November five HADEP members, including the executive member of the central youth commission Aslan Kaya, were detained when they wanted to enter Silopi (Şırnak province) in order to visit the families of Tanış and Deniz. Aslan Kaya, Hasan İlten (executive member of HADEP Batman Branch), Erhan Polat, Bedia Alagöz and the driver Halil Küçükdemirtaş were arrested the next day. In December all but Aslan Kaya were released on objection by their lawyers. The court rejected the objection against the arrest of Aslan Kaya.

Abdullah Hakan, the executive of HADEP (Van) Gevaş District Organization, disclosed that a person had called his relatives at night on 8 February asking for his address and telephone number. The person said to be from Koçak Gendarmerie Headquarters. This person, who had introduced himself as a non-commissioned officer, said when relatives of Hakan refused to give the information he had requested: "Then tell Abdullah that he should go to Gevaş Commando Squadron Headquarters. They are asking for him." Hakan said that he had called Koçak Gendarmerie Headquarters afterwards. Hakan related the developments as follows: 

“I wanted to learn, if I was really called from the Headquarters or not. The person who had answered the phone told me that I was wanted by the Commando Squadron Headquarters and I had to go there the next day. Thinking about the disappearances in Silopi, I visited Gevaş Public Prosecutor on 12 February, and told him about this incident. He advised me to apply to the District Governor. Upon this, I applied to the District Governor İ. Halil Çomaktekin. I also visited him and related the developments. After listening to me he called some places. Then he asked me, 'Are you sure that you were called from the Headquarters? Is it possible that somebody else called you?' I said, 'Yes, I personally called the Headquarters, and the person on the phone told me to go to the commando headquarters.' Upon this the District Governor said 'Do you know if you are the only person called from the Headquarters? Be careful when consenting to any calls and do not go anywhere unless requested with an official letter. Some bad incidents happen in Turkey. Some people are getting involved in dark affairs in the name of the state. Soldiers do not harm you." While I was leaving the room, he said, 'don’t get lost or they will ask me about your whereabouts. Don't let this case to be the same as the incident in Silopi'." 

Abdullah Hakan added that the district governor had advised him to go to the District Gendarmerie Headquarters instead of Commando Squadron and that the military authorities he had seen there had told him that he was not wanted.

On 19 February 4 people, two of them in military uniform, came to the house of Selahattin Öge, a member of HADEP, in Yorgançayir village, Karlıova district (Bingöl) and took him away in a car with the plate number 38 AB. The next morning Selahattin Öge was left in the garden of a school 2 kilometers outside of Karlıova. It was reported that two rips and one arm were broken and that he was suffering from concussion.

Veli Büyükşahin, the Deputy Secretary General of HADEP drew attention to the fact that following the “disappearance” of Serdar Tanış and Ebubekir Deniz, similar incidents had taken place in Karlıova (Bingöl) and in Cizre (Şırnak). Büyükşahin said that many people, including Selahattin Öge had been detained on 19 February, and that Mehmet Dilsiz, chairman of HADEP for Cizre district, had been detained several times and received threats by the command of the gendarmerie in Cizre and in Şırnak. Mehmet Dilsiz also reported that he received many phone calls and was threatened after Tanış had gone missing. Dilsiz reported the following on 13 March: "I was threatened on the phone on 28 February. The person on the phone spoke in Kurdish and asked me why I didn't resign from the party. When I asked who he was, he told me that he was the death angel of Serdar and Ebubekir, and that he would be mine, too. My phone has been continuously ringing since then, but I find no one on the other side when I answer the phone." Dilsiz added that the gendarmerie did not allow him to go to his land, which he cultivated every year.

On 1 April Dilsiz and his nephew Bedirhan Dilsiz were detained by the gendarmerie during the raid against their house on the grounds of "possession of marijuana." Mehmet Dilsiz was arrested on 7 April, whereas HADEP district executives Ömer Tunç, Nesim Tan, Halit Zeybek, Tahir Elçi, Ali Güven and Muhsin Gasır, who were detained on 2 April, and Dilsiz's nephew Bedirhan Dilsiz were released. According to the lawyer of Dilsiz, Tahir Elçi, children at the raided house had seen that the gendarmerie had placed the marijuana during the raid. It was reported that Dilsiz had been assigned by HADEP for establishing a branch of HADEP in Cizre and that he was planning to make an application to this end on 2 April. 

The trial against Dilsiz and HADEP executive Muhsin Gasır started at Diyarbakır SSC on 12 June. Dilsiz, who was indicted on charges of "drug trafficking with the help of the PKK in order to solve his financial problems", was released. In the trial imprisonment terms are sought for Dilsiz and Gasır under Article 403 of the TPC. The trial did not come to an end in 2001.

Resul Sadak, chairman of HADEP for Şırnak province and the board members Selim Bayar and Ezğar Osal were detained in the morning of 15 April on their way to Silopi. They were stopped at Kasrik military control station and taken to the Command of the Gendarmerie in Şırnak. The board members were released the same evening and Resul Sadak was released on 16 April after having testified to the prosecutor and a judge. The gendarmerie filed an objection against the decision of release and Resul Sadak was detained again. The gendarmerie alleged among other things that "Resul Sadak beat one police officer and 6 soldiers at the control station so heavily that they had to be treated for their injuries." Sadak was arrested on these grounds.

A case was launched against Resul Sadak on the allegation that he had beaten two soldiers named Ümit Kürkaya and Uğur Eker. In the indictment prepared by Şırnak Public Prosecution Office Resul Sadak is accused of “insulting and beating private Uğur Eker on duty, and acting in the same way towards non-commissioned officer Ümit Kürkaya who had been trying to calm him down." An imprisonment term is sought for Sadak under Articles 266/1, 271/1 and 456/1-4 of the TPC. 

The trial against Sadak started at Şırnak Penal Court on 16 May. In the hearing, the court decided to release Resul Sadak. However, Sadak was not released because of an arrest warrant against him in another case related to the incident.

Lawyer Osman Baydemir reported that the prosecution office, which opened a case against Sadak on the allegation of beating two privates, started another investigation against him; this time under Article 159 of the TPC on the allegation of “insulting the state and the security forces". Thus, two arrest warrants were issued for Sadak in one case. Lawyer Baydemir added that the prosecutor had also failed to receive permission from the Ministry of Justice in connection with his accusations under Article 159 of the TPC.

The case of “insult” commenced at Şırnak Penal Court on 14 June. This case ended on 16 January 2002. The court sentenced Resul Sadak to 8 months' imprisonment. This sentence was commuted to a fine and suspended. 

Resul Sadak lodged an official complaint because he was prevented from going to his house in İdil district on 1 March. Later Resul Sadak called the commander of the gendarmerie in İdil and asked for the reason. The major reportedly threatened him saying, “We shall not let you into İdil. Move to another place. You are a pain in the neck.”

HADEP Cizre district office was bombed at night on 20 September. The bomb, which was planted outside the office, caused damage to the office and surrounding buildings. Resul Sadak disclosed that the police had surrounded the building and they did not give any information to them. The landowner Sait Bulduş said that he had been threatened by unknown persons who forced him to abolish the contract with HADEP and added, "They told me that they could bomb the house and put the blame on HADEP. As I mentioned in my earlier petition to the prosecution office, I think that the people responsible for the attack can be the ones I know to be security officers."

Mehmet Dilsiz was detained on 2 October during a house raid. Mehmet Dilsiz was taken to court on 3 October. The court ordered his release, but he was immediately detained again around Kasrık Pass after having left Şırnak, and he was arrested on 12 October. Reportedly the arrest was based on the confession of the “repentant” Zeynep Nas. Deputy chairman of HADEP for Şırnak Selma Bayar was reportedly detained at the same region on 5 October. The case against Dilsiz started at Diyarbakır SSC on 7 November. Dilsiz, who was accused of "being involved in drug trafficking in order to solve his financial problems", was released during the hearing held on 28 December and the trial was adjourned to 7 March 2002. In the trial, an imprisonment term is sought for Dilsiz under Article 403 of the TPC. Dilsiz stands another on similar accusations.

On 26 October the opening ceremony of HADEP Cizre district office was obstructed by the security forces. Participants from Şırnak, İdil and Silopi were not allowed to show up in the district. Only a few people including HADEP Chairman Murat Bozlak could get to the district. During the ceremony security forces prevented the celebrities, moved against the crowd with armored vehicles and pulled down the walls of two shops. Saliha Ölmez, Aynur Ölmez, Gülperi Saltık, who were taking photographs, and İ. Güven, Abdülhalil Tunç were detained. The detainees were released after some time. After Murat Bozlak left the district the security forces raided houses and shops of some “suspects.”

In Salat town (Bismil district, Diyarbakır) the police raided houses of members and executives of HADEP on 10 December and detained the chairman of HADEP in town Abdülbari Karakoç, the executives Rıfat Pekgenç, M. Can Çetin, M. Şah Yüksel and the members Mehmet Göger and M. Recai Yakar. The detainees were released later. However, Karakoç, Pekgenç, Çetin, Yüksel and Recep Arıca as well as two brothers of Karakoç and a person Şeyhmus Taşan were detained again on 14 December. Şahin Kandemir and his brother Garip Kandemir were reportedly detained in Bismil at night on 13 December. The detainees were released later. 

Abdülbari Karakoç, M. Can Çetin, M. Şah Yüksel and HADEP members Arif Taşan, Recep Arıca, Sait Karakoç, Kadir Arıca, Ferman Bıkmış, Hasan Kızıltoprak, Mehmet Kızıltoprak, A. Baki Çetin, Mehmet Özdemir, Edip Karagöz, Adnan Çokbilen, Özeyir Bozçalı, Veysi Kılıç, Fevzi Ertuğrul, Tevekeli Uçar, Ahmet Yaka, Abdullah Çetin and Ferzende Yaprak were detained again on 22 December. 

Pressures on HADEP branches

The police raided HADEP offices in Bingöl, Solhan, Genç and Karlıova on 4 January. Police officers confiscated certain journals and newspapers during the raids. 

On 9 January 6 executives and members of HADEP in Siirt province were detained during raids on their houses. They were Abdullah Çetin, chair of the youth’s commission, Meryem Gellek, an executive of the provincial organization, İdris Baykara, chair of the central district branch's youth commission, and the party members Gulam Akın, Mehmet Güneş and Zeynep Minaf. Among them Abdullah Çetin, Meryem Gellek and İdris Baykara were arrested. 

Ahmet Konuk, the chairman of HADEP for Siirt province was detained during a raid on his house on 11 January. Afterwards the police raided the party office. No one was detained during the raid. Konuk was arrested on 13 January and he was released on 16 January on objection by his lawyer. After his release he said that he had been beaten and cursed at when he was taken to prison by soldiers. Despite traces of blows the doctor, who first talked to the soldiers, did not issue a report the following day. Mr. Konuk added: "The conditions in prison were absolutely terrible. I was kept in isolation in a cell for one person. I was not given water or a blanket. After one day I was taken to a ward with common criminals."

The office of HADEP in Osmaniye was raided on 12 January. Archive material and calendars from the Mesopotamian Culture Center (MKM) were confiscated. On 11 January the offices of HADEP for Elbistan district (Maraş) were raided. Without giving any reason books and journals were confiscated.

In Siirt Mansur Koçak, chairman of HADEP Siirt Branch Youth Commission, İsmail Ekinci and Ramazan Oktay were detained during raids on their houses on 14 January. Koçak, Ekinci and Oktay were arrested on 17 January. 

Executive members of HADEP in Iğdır province Ali Mang, Oğuz Ok and Murat Mang were detained on 15 January. The detainees were released the same day.

In İstanbul the chairman of HADEP for Bağcılar district, Ümit Çelik, and the board members of the same branch Celal Aksoy, Nimet Solmaz, M. Saik Şaşmaz, M. Ali Gülün, Hafize Çeliktepe, Abdullah Aydın and Abdullah Çelik were detained at Bağcılar Police HQ on 16 January, when they went there to give testimonies.

In Muş, soldiers detained the chairman for HADEP central district branch Sadrettin Yiğit during the raid of his house in Kıyık village. Yiğit was released later on.

In Siirt executives and members of HADEP provincial organization Adalet Taşçı, Sariye Batur, Hülya Özalp (chairwoman of the Women Commission), M. Ata İnan and Abdullah Gürgen were detained on 22 January. Ahmet Konuk, Chairman of HADEP Siirt branch said that 26 members had already been detained and 17 of them had been arrested. Özalp, İnan, Gürgen, Batur and Taşçı were arrested on 27 January. 
The police raided the offices of HADEP in Bitlis province, Tatvan and Güroymak districts on 7 February. The executive member M. Baki Bingöl was detained in Güroymak, and the executive member Lemiye İnanç's son Cesim İnanç was detained in Bitlis. The detainees were released the same day.

In Van HADEP branch executives Naci Çakırgöz, Rıfat Kaya, Hasan Güven, Ahmet Ertaş, Nezir Öcek and Ali Şip were detained during police raids on their houses on 26 February. The HADEP members were reportedly detained in connection with the new year's celebrations that were held in various quarters of Van. The prosecution office released the detainees on 28 February. 

Pressure on HADEP offices also continued in big cities. HADEP Headquarters stated that a total of 649 HADEP members and executives were detained in İstanbul in March and that Lütfü Esendağ, chairman for the Esenler District Organization, was arrested on allegations of “aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members”. 

The police raided the house of Temel Özer, chairman of HADEP in Pervari (Siirt) on 2 March, and declared that they wanted to conduct a search of the HADEP office on the grounds that there might be a rifle in the office. When Özer asked for a search warrant, the police officers came back at 5am with a search warrant taken from the prosecution office. No incriminating material was found during the search. Temel Özer was taken to the police station and released after 3 hours.

In Gemlik district (Bursa), an executive of HADEP Mehmetşah Demircan and Rukiye İncesi, Engin Kotay and Bahrettin Polat were detained while leaving the office on 3 March. Demircan was arrested later, while the other detainees were released. 

In the evening of 12 March the police raided the house of Gülbeyaz Gökçe in Narlıdere (İzmir) and detained 24 people, most of whom are members of the youth commission of HADEP. Among the detainees were Sibel Öksüz, Fikret Gül, Engin Cengiz, Aydın Taştan, Medeni Gül, Remziye Yalçınkaya and Gülbeyaz Gökçe.

Haşim Yiğit from the youth commission of HADEP in Muş disclosed that he had been detained during the Newroz celebrations and tortured in detention. He said that he had been taken to the river Karasu where his head was pushed under water. He had been asked to become a police informer. His brother Sadrettin Yiğit who is the HADEP chairman for the district filed an official complaint in connection with the incident.

In Antep the organizational committee for the Newroz celebrations, the HADEP members and executives Abdullah İnce (chairman of Antep branch), Vakkas Dalkılıç, Hasan Yılmaz, Rıdvan Özer, Mehmet Aslanoğlu, Osman Acar and Mustafa Kaya and Mikail Kılıçalp from EMEP were detained on 21 April. The detainees were released later.

Mehmet Çakmak, a member of HADEP youth commission was detained in Diyarbakır on 12 April. Çakmak, who was released after a while, was detained once again on 20 April and he was arrested because of an arrest warrant issued in absentia by Adana SSC.

In Diyarbakır, the houses of HADEP members Selma Tanrıkulu, Fırat Erol, Tahsin Aydın, Rodi Bulut, Nihat Işıktaş, Yılmaz Şehir, Sıddık Eren, Erdem Yücedağ, Serap Aydın and Servet Yazıcı were raided on 19 April. The detainees testified to the SSC prosecutor on 24 April. Tahsin Aydın, Nihat Işıktaş, Yılmaz Şehir, Sıddık Eren, Rodi Bulut and Selma Tanrıkulu were arrested.

Naciye Şen, an executive of HADEP Tunceli branch, and her father Ali Şen were detained in Tunceli on 9 May. They were arrested the next day. Malatya SSC ordered their release in the hearing on 8 November. 

On 24 May the police raided the offices of HADEP in Mersin province and its districts on orders of Adana SSC on the grounds of possession of illegal publications. During the raids 54 people including the board member Ayşe Gökkan were detained. Among the detainees Ahmet Bal, chairman of the central district in Mersin, Cafer Şimşek, chairman of HADEP in Yenişehir, Turgut Şahin, chairman in Toroslar, İbrahim Şahin, chairman in Akdeniz town, Zeki Akboğa, chairman in Yenitaşkent and a HADEP member Örfi Pasin were arrested on 27 May.

HADEP Bornava (İzmir) district youth commission chairman Nasır Özmen, Yusuf Saldöz, Yahya Selvi and Turan Biçer were detained by the police during the raids on their houses on 30 May. The detainees were arrested on 1 June. 

On 1 June 15 students of Van Yüzüncü Yıl University were detained. On 2 June the police detained HADEP Van Branch Women Commission executives Kamile Atabay and Muhbet Kaval during the raids against their houses. HADEP executives and the students were arrested on 6 June. The names of the arrested people were as follows: Kamile Atabay, Muhbet Kaval, Evrim Batuge, Özgül Yılmaz, Sibel Çelebi, Savaş Ülkü, Hüseyin Yenidönem, Taylan Tutal, Taner Dalga and M.Bekir Gülseven.

About 100 members of HADEP İstanbul branch youth commission held a meeting at İstanbul Eminönü on 15 June in protest of the pressures on HADEP. The police dispersed the crowd and detained about 10 people. The detainees were released later on. 

In Mardin HADEP Mardin Central District Branch Chairman M. Şükrü Değirmenci, Youth Commission Chairman Musa Binbir and people named Kadir Albay, Tuncer Özgen and Murat Kayataş, who had been detained in police operations on 13 and 14 June, were arrested. One of the detainees, an executive of the provincial organization Gülistan Durç was released.

In Batman Ahmet Candemir, an executive of HADEP provincial organization, Hamdullah Yıldız, chairman of TUHAY-DER, Mehmet Kaya, board member of the HRA, Hasan Öner and M. Salih Ekinci, municipality board members from HADEP, and the HADEP members Selahattin Geyik, A. Sıtar Kaptan, Eşref Ekinci, Mahmut İlhan, Kasım Şen, Şerif Taş, Beşir Taş, Mehmet Taş, Yusuf Yiğit, M. Nurullah Ak, İhsan Acet, M. Selim İş, Nimet Turan, Ramazan Aslan, Abdurrahman Aslan, İskender Kaya, Haci Çağ and Semiyan Ölmez were detained during the police raids against their houses on the night of 15 June. All detainees except for Semiyan Ölmez were arrested on 22 June. The detainees were reportedly tortured in detention.

In Ceylanpınar district (Urfa) HADEP district board member Haluk Emel and HADEP members Remziye İlhan, Abdulvahap Emel, Murat İlhan, Hurşit İlhan, Ahmet Emel, Remziye İlhan, Abdulvahap Emel, Murat İlhan, Hurşit İlhan and Ahmet Emel were detained on 20 June on accusation of having destroyed the Turkish flag in Xirbesuf village. They were released when it turned out that the right wing Ahmet Demir had destroyed the flag. Ahmet Emel and Murat İlhan were reportedly beaten in detention.

On 24 July 16 members of HADEP were detained in Adıyaman, including the chairman of the province, Yusuf Polat and the chairman of the central district, Ali Gözübüyük. The detention took place after an AI representative visited Adıyaman for interviewing the relatives of some asylum seekers in Switzerland. The detainees were reportedly kept in detention for 3 days, whereas Yusuf Polat and İsmihan Öner were released on objection by their lawyers. A case was opened against the rest of the detainees under Article 169 of the TPC. The names of the detainees were as follows: Ali Gözübüyük, Hanım Göksu, Abuzer Gözübüyük, Şenel Polattaş, Haydar Öner, İbrahim Mutlu, Abdurrahman Öner, Mehmet Gariban and Miktad Gazi Akbaş, who were prosecuted without arrest, and Aysel Öner, Turabi Yuka, Zarife Bektaş, Hayriye Polattaş and Mehmet Polattaş, who were under arrest. 

The public prosecutor in Batman started an investigation against Abdullah Akın (Batman Mayor from HADEP) and Murat Ceylan, chairman of HADEP for Batman province, in connection with the meetings they held in order to “listen to the problems of the people.” The prosecutor claimed that the meetings were not authorized. In the course of this investigation Akın and Ceylan testified to the prosecutor on 3 August. In their testimonies the politicians declared that the meetings had been held in order to learn about the demands and problems of the people and to provide information on the work of the municipality and that there was nothing that could be deemed illegal in those meetings. 

HADEP Karlıova district branch member Recep Karlı (39) was detained while going from Muş to Bingöl’s district Karlıova. Karlı disclosed that he had been taken to Karlıova Police HQ after having been detained at the control station on the road and that he had been asked to become a police informer in exchange of money.

The police raided HADEP İstanbul Şirinevler, Maltepe, Ümraniye, Gaziosmanpaşa, Beykoz, Bahçelievler and Kağıthane district organizations on 14 August, and detained 24 people, including HADEP Bahçelievler district organization chairman Sebahattin Çelik, executive of the same district Belkız Balka and Haydar Işıktaş. Twenty-three of the detainees were released, but Haydar Işıktaş was reportedly sent to Diyarbakır on the grounds that he was wanted in connection with a crime.

Executives of HADEP Gaziosmanpaşa district organization lodged an official complaint against the police officers, who had participated in the raid on 14 August, on the grounds of ill-treatment. In the official complaint lodged with Gaziosmanpaşa Public Prosecution Office, HADEP executives declared that the police officers had insulted the people in the office during the raid, and that they had neglected their duty, as they had not given a copy of the search report to the executives.

On 8 October police carried out operations in Aydın and İzmir and detained 17 members of HADEP, including HADEP Aydın Branch Secretary Nihat Demir. The names of the detainees were as follows: In Aydın, Nihat Demir, Deniz Demir, Sultan Demir, Mahfus Demir and Fesih Kaya; and in İzmir Mehmet Argo, Şahin Argo, Celal Karaaslan, Cevat Çaçen, Fedakar Çaçen, Faysal Çaçen, Kemal Aslan, Şehmus Öner, Nurettin Öner, Hülya Yılmaz, Abdurrahman Yaşar and Heybet Selman. Nine other detainees were released short after the detention.

On 17 October the police raided the office of HADEP in Çiğli (İzmir) district, disrupting a seminar. Forty people, most of them chairing HADEP youth commissions in various provinces or HADEP executives, were detained during the raid. The names of the detainees were as follows: Gülçiçek Günel, Murat Yağcıbulut, Türkan Yolcu, Kenan Kırkaya, Sibel Öksüz, Nuh Yıldırım, Özcan Erdem, Sabiha Temizkan, İrfan Kanat, Ercan Can, Engin Kotay, Hatice Çelik, Cemal Dallı, Sait Köse, Ercan Sezgin, Nizamettin Almaz, Halil Pekmezci, Cezayir Çelik, Murat Avcı, Murat Eryılmaz, Halil Yazar, Tayyip Temel, Zennur Kızılkaya, Murat Özdemir, Leyla Deniz, Murat Zengin, Talat Aydın, Hüseyin Zorlu, Zahide Yavuz, Metin Korkmaz, Osman Yeleri, Hakkı Kubar, Sevilay Kıyak, Yeter Tekin, Yoldaş Büyükgül, Mehmet Sarı, Abdullah Yıldırım, Zeliha Akbay and Adnan Yılmaz.

Security officers disrupted the opening ceremony of HADEP Kızılağaç town office in Muş. HADEP Kızılağaç town chairwoman Şirin Gültürk and an executive Mehmet Yöntürk were detained on 21 October. The security officers reportedly seized the keys of HADEP office.

The police raided HADEP Maraş building during an education seminar on 24 October, detained 23 HADEP members and confiscated books and documents in the office. Having given their testimonies, the detainees were released on 25 October. Subsequently a trial was launched against them for “aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members”. The names of the defendants on trial were as follows:

HADEP Party Assembly member Abdurrahman Doğan, HADEP Training and Organization Commission member Hayri Ateş, Maraş province chairman Salman Şako, executives of HADEP Maraş branch Aydın Öğüt and Zeynep Filimci, Maraş central district chairman Vehbi Keklik, HADEP Narlı town chairman Hasan Güneş, Narlı branch treasurer Elif Güneş, Narlı branch executive Mehmet Palu, HADEP Elbistan district executive Oruç Ay, Elbistan youth commission executive Ali Taş, HADEP Pazarcık district chairman Abidin Geçilmez, Pazarcık youth commission member Hacı Kocahal, Pazarcık district branch executive Ali Şıhyürek, HADEP members Gaffar Kaplan, Çetin Aytekin, Selahattin Yılmaz, Vahdettin Akagündüz and Doğan Kuyumcu, and guests Erol Berk, Mehmet Güler, Ahmet Çelik and Fırat Bulut.

HADEP member Burhan Koçkar was killed during a police operation in Doğubeyazıt district of Ağrı on 30 October (please see the section Right to Life). Names of the people, who were detained in this operation, were as follows: Municipality Assembly member from HADEP Ahmet Turan, HADEP district branch executives Atilla Taştan, Nedim Koçkar (Burhan Koçkar’s brother), Mehmet Emin Çetin, Muhsin Kolan, Mustafa Tunç, Mehmet Tunç, Nuri Elçi, Sait Gün, Fevzi Atar, Hasan Elçi, Ahmet Bubilinç and Mehmet Çebuze. After release the 13 detainees disclosed that they had been beaten in detention and suspended on a hanger.

During house raids in Antalya on 31 October and 1 November Hasıl Yıldız, the Secretary of HADEP Antalya central district branch, Leyla Ceylan, an executive of TUHAY-DER in Antalya, her father Ali Ceylan and HADEP member Mukaddes Çağlar were detained. Yıldız and Ceylan were arrested on 3 November, whereas Ali Ceylan and Mukaddes Çağlar were released.

In Tunceli HADEP members Bülent Atmaca, Mücahit Güngör, Murat Tutmez İbrahim Şahin, Önder Yazır, Haydar Kılınç, Nadir Çamdeviren and Erdoğan Sürgeç were detained on 1 November. The detainees were arrested after having been kept in detention for 10 days. 

In Diyarbakır, HADEP youth commission members Serkan Şitilay, Saim Çelebi, İbrahim Aydın, Abdurrahman Sevim, Burhan İzci, Baran İzci and Zülfü Aydın were detained during the police raids on their houses on 1 November. Kadri Şitilay, father of Serkan Şitilay said that the police had broken the main door of their house with hammers at 1am. Among the detainees Serkan Şitilay and Mehdi Kazaylak were arrested whereas Heybet Kazaylak, İbrahim Aydın, Zülfi Aydın, Saim Çelebi, Baran İzci and Abdurrahman Sevim were released.

In Antep the police raided houses of some HADEP members and executives on 6 November, and detained 18 people. The names of the detainees were as follows: HADEP Antep branch executives Faik Dursun, Abdülkerim Benzer and Recai Yılmaz, women commission executive Bircan Demir, youth commission chairman Mustafa Kaya, central district branch executive Hasan Acar, women commission member Fatma İnce, youth commission executives Müslüm Çoban and Sedat Suna, and HADEP members Serhat Demir, Ayşe Kavak, Edip Kaya, Enver Acar, Ahmet Halhallı, Mehmet Dinçaslan, Mehmet Sabır and Feridun Çelik.

The police raided the office of HADEP Çanakkale branch on 7 November on the ground of "possession of illegal publications." The police officers searched the premises for about 2 hours, confiscated some publications and detained branch chairman Mehmet Şah. He was released the same day.

HADEP Silopi (Şırnak) district branch secretary Eyüp Tanış and Hasan İlten, Erhan Polat, Halil Küçükdemirtaş and Bedia Alagöz were detained in Silopi on 16 November. They were released on objection by their lawyers against the detention.

On 29 November the police carried out raids against some houses and shops in Araban and Yavuzeli districts of Antep. HADEP Araban branch chairman Hüseyin Yağcı, branch secretary Cuma Yavuzkurt, branch board members Şıho Çoban, Kasım Kılıç and İbrahim Karartaş, HADEP Yavuzeli branch chairman Mehmet Karataş, branch board members Bekir Sakar, Battal Koçyiğit and Ömer Kılıç Celal Yılmaz, and HADEP members Ali Kılıç, İbrahim Koçyiğit and İbrahim Karataş were detained during the raids. 

On 30 November the police raided the offices of HADEP İstanbul province branch and all of the district branches, except for Sarıyer and Küçükçekmece district branches. About 40 people were detained during the raids. The names of the detainees were as follows: Bağcılar branch executives Abdullah Aydın and Cebrail Aksoy, İstanbul province branch board member Sunullah Altan, Kartal branch chairman Doğan İlgün, Bayrampaşa branch chairman Nazmiye Kadıoğlu, Bağcılar branch youth commission chairman Sıdık Altun, Hamza Süpürgeci, İstanbul province branch youth commission executives and members Zekeriya Altınmakas, Eşref Sönmez, Baki Asal, Cemil Kızıldağ, Erkan Marhan, Mustafa Tektaş, Haydar Taş, Ahmet Avcı, Abdullah Arı, Zeki Güney, Tahir Yılmaz, İhsan Çiçekdağ, Sevinç Karadağ, Umut Öztürk, Mehmet Şirin, Abdullah Arıman, Yakut Orman, Mustafa Alpan, Nasreddin Baran, Zafer Yılmaz and Bursa branch women commission member Sevda Getiren. 

Among the detainees Hamza Süpürgeci, Umut Öztürk and Nasreddin Baran were arrested. 

On 19 December soldiers raided the HADEP office in Konakkuran town of Malazgirt, Muş. HADEP branch chairman Şeyhmus Bülbül, 5 executives of the branch and 2 HADEP members were detained during the raid. The HADEP members, who were detained on the grounds of "keeping an old Turkish flag in the office instead of a new one," were released the same day.

Banned activities of HADEP branches

Sakarya governor’s office banned the festival planned for 25 February by the central district organization of HADEP in Sakarya. The decision was taken under the Law on Administration of Provinces.

The youth commission of HADEP Bulanık (Muş) district branch was not allowed to organize a feast in April. Besides, 30 members of HADEP were detained. The detainees were later released.

The police intervened in the 1 May celebrations in Diyarbakır, since the governor did not permit any meetings. During the incident HADEP Diyarbakır branch deputy chairman Musa Farisoğulları, branch executives Güley Tekin, Makail Karakuş, Veysel Dalgı, Mehmet Ergün, Nazım Çağlar, Şakir Doğrul and Şevlime Yıldız and HADEP members Nazım Kaya, Matin İncir, Hacı Çalan and Macit Özel were detained. Besides, HADEP Diyarbakır central district branch chairman Şerif Camcı; Diyarbakır branch executives Gani Alkan, Zübeyde Zümrüt, Ramazan Akkuş, Mefair Altındağ and HADEP members Celal Akşin, Emin Ok, Metin Tekdemir, Ramazan Doğanay, Veysi Yaman and Nedim Esmer were injured while the police dispersed the crowd.

The application by HADEP Adıyaman branch for organizing a Youth Feast under the name of “Salute for the New Life” was rejected by the governor’s office on the allegation that the executives of the HADEP branch were “inclined to terrorism”.

The police disrupted the football tournament for “Peace and Brotherhood”, which was organized by the Youth Commission of HADEP Adana branch and detained 120 people on 10 June. The police did not allow the game to be played on 10 June, since the Public Prosecution Office's decided to ban the tournament as being "against the Law on Political Parties." The police detained HADEP Adana branch chairman Fatih Şanlı, branch secretary Hasan Beliren, 95 footfall players and 23 staff and spectators. The court released the detainees the same day.

The police obstructed the gathering in Mardinkapı Cemetery in commemoration of Vedat Aydın, Diyarbakır Chairman of the People's Labor Party (HEP), who had been killed in Diyarbakır during night of 5 July 1991. A crowd of people gathered at Diyarbakır Turistik Street to go to the cemetery, but the police did not permit them, except for 10 people including the relatives of Vedat Aydın, HADEP executives and representatives of NGOs. The crowd did not approve of this offer and cancelled the commemoration.

Urfa Governor’s Office banned the football tournament of the youth commission of HADEP Urfa branch. The tournament had been planned under the name "peace and brotherhood tournament." 

On 25 November HADEP Diyarbakır branch members staged a sit-in in protest at the “disappearance” of Serdar Tanış and Ebubekir Deniz. The police intervened in the sit-in and detained HADEP members Erkan Erinci and Mazlum Öncel. The detainees were released the same day.

The congress, which was scheduled for 24 December by HADEP Sason district branch (Batman), was reportedly banned by soldiers. HADEP Batman branch chairman Murat Ceylan, Batman's deputy mayor Hüseyin Kalkan, HADEP Batman central district branch chairman Haydar Tekin and other executives and members of district branches, who took to the road from Batman to attend the congress at 9.30 am were stopped by soldiers on the road 10 kilometers away from Sason. The executives were kept there waiting for 5 hours for an ID check. Meanwhile, all vehicles in this convoy were reportedly given tickets and HADEP Batman central district branch executive Talat Tuncer was detained while shooting the incident with a camcorder. Tuncer was released in the evening the same day. Security officers reportedly dispersed the people who gathered in Sason for attending the congress.

Labor Party (EMEP)

Members of EMEP İstanbul Branch were prosecuted in at least 14 trials in the year 2001. Six of them were opened on charges of "putting up posters without permission," 2 on charges of "distributing leaflets without permission," 4 on charges "violating Law No. 2911 on Meetings and Demonstrations." One of the trials was opened on charges of "violating Law No. 404," and the last one on charges of "refusing to obey orders." A total of 71 people were prosecuted in these cases. Two of the trials, which were opened on charges of "putting up posters without permission”, ended in acquittal of the defendants, whereas 8 trials continued. Four of the trials ended. In these trials the sentences of 2 persons on charges of "putting up posters without permission" were suspended and the sentences of 4 persons on charges of "refusing to obey orders" were lifted upon the objection raised against these convictions. In 2 trials, 25 people were sentenced to various imprisonment terms on charges of "distributing leaflets without permission." 

In 2001 four trials were opened against members of EMEP İzmir branch. Two of these trials started on charges of "violating Law No. 2911 on Meetings and Demonstrations," one started on charges of "putting up posters without permission" and the last one on charges of "distributing leaflets without permission." A total of 17 people were prosecuted in these trials. Two of the trials ended in acquittal. Two trials continued. 

In Antep Hasan Yıldırım, an executive of EMEP Antep branch, and EMEP members Özgül Yatar, Fatma Yatar, Eşref Karadağ, Aydın Karadağ and Yusuf Karagün were detained on 19 March, when they distributed leaflets of EMEP. They were released the same day. 

Five people were detained in Ankara when they put up EMEP posters about the economic crises. Özgül Yıldızer, Mustafa Büçüm and Taner Tekçam, who were detained in Kızılay on 24 March, and Taylan Saygılı and Ümit Şirinağ, who were detained in Keçiören on 26 March, were released after having been kept in detention for 24 hours. 

Unknown persons broke in the office of EMEP in Antalya in the night of 23 April and caused some damage. The police, who came to the scene for investigation, blasted the fax machine on the ground that a bomb might have been planted in it.

In Hozat district of Tunceli Nihat Aldemir (an executive of EMEP) was detained on 20 April, EMEP members Sevim Bilbay and Cömert Çakmak were detained on 24 April.

EMEP Tunceli central district chairman Murat Üldeş was sentenced to 1 month in prison on charges of "putting up EMEP's 1 May Labor Day 2000 posters in the office of the branch despite the ban issued by the Governor’s Office." In the trial that ended at Tunceli Penal Court on 4 May, the court commuted the sentence to a fine and then suspended it. 

The trial which was launched against 9 members of EMEP in connection with a march held by EMEP Tunceli branch in protest at F-type prisons on 13 December 2000, ended at Malatya SSC on 25 May. Defendants Salih Gündoğan, Necattin Tütmez, Murat Üldeş, Deniz Taçyıldız, Metin Turan, Gökhan Gündoğan, Hasan Çiçek, Gökhan Uç and Helin Çelik, who were charged with "supporting an armed gang," were acquitted. 

The trial, which was brought against executives of EMEP Urfa branch on charges of “making a press statement without permission”, ended on 19 June. Urfa Penal Court No. 2 acquitted the defendants, who were put on trial in connection with the press statement they had made for protesting the closure of the daily “Evrensel”. 

Diyarbakır SSC Prosecution Office opened a trial against Cemalettin Özden, the chairman of EMEP Urfa branch, Ali Durman, secretary of the branch, Abdülnasır Sacaklı, the chairman of EMEP Urfa central district branch and central district branch executives Ramazan Bağır and Ali Sümbül on charges of “distributing illegal leaflets on 1 May Labor Day” and “inciting the people to hatred and enmity.” 

In Tunceli, EMEP members Deniz Taçyıldız, Gökhan Gündoğan, Gökhan Yılmaz, Erdal Taman, Nazım Solgun, Ali Yıldız and Abbas Tuğrul were put on trial at Tunceli Peace Court on charges of "putting up posters of 1 May Labor Day to places not permitted by the municipality." The trial is under way.

The trial launched against executives of EMEP Tunceli branch ended in acquittal on 4 July. The trial had been launched at Malatya SSC on charges of "disseminating separatist propaganda" in EMEP's bulletin titled Call to the Laborers.

In Tunceli 12 people, including EMEP Tunceli branch chairperson Salih Gündoğan, EMEP executives Deniz Taçyıldız and Hüseyin Doğan, and Tüm-Bank-Sen Trade Union branch chairperson Musa Kılıç, were detained by the police at their houses on 7 August. The act reportedly was connected to the demonstration they staged when the poster of MHP Chairman Devlet Bahçeli was put up during the “2nd Munzur Culture and Nature Festival.” 

In Merzifon unknown persons kidnapped EMEP member Zafer Şahin on 7 August. The same people beat EMEP Merzifon district branch chairman Sadık Turan, who witnessed the kidnapping incident. Zafer Şahin was released after a few hours. It was reported that Şahin had been threatened many times before. Sadık Turan lodged an official complaint about the incident.

The demonstration which was planned to be held in Akçadağ district of Malatya by EMEP on 14 September under the name “Struggle against Poverty, Unemployment and Hunger” was banned by Akçadağ district governor’s office on the ground that it would not be possible to provide public security. Antep governor’s office adjourned the demonstration planned to be held on 16 September by EMEP organization in Antep. 

A concert organized by EMEP Tunceli branch to be held on 17 September was obstructed by the Provincial Directorate of Youth and Sports on the grounds that the sports hall where the concert would be held was being repaired.

On 14 September EMEP İzmir Bornova district branch executives read out a press statement inviting the people for a "Struggle against Poverty, Unemployment and Hunger.” After the press statement the police detained 8 members of EMEP, including EMEP Bornova district chairman Kemal Köroğlu. The detainees were released the same day. 

On 23 September EMEP members attempted to read out a press statement in Alibeyköy (İstanbul) against the USA's inclination of a war against Afghanistan. The police dispersed the crowd and detained EMEP Eyüp district branch chairman Mehmet Gerçek, district executive Akçıl Bozkurt and EMEP members Bilge Ceviz, Birol Bozkurt, Erol Bozkurt, Şehriban Dursun, Ali Ekber Söğüt, Yılmaz Tögen, Ali Ekber Şengül, Yavuz Çakır, Metin Çınar, Medine Dursun and Erdal Bozkurt. The police also prevented journalists from following the event. The detainees were released after a while. On the same day EMEP members Aydın Kızıltaş, Eyüp Pala and Ferhat Parlak were detained in Tuzla, İstanbul while they were putting up EMEP posters against war. They were taken to the police station and released after some time.

EMEP Gaziosmanpaşa district branch executive Rıza Çiçek, Engin Çetinkaya and Leyla Kasımışık were sentenced to 2 years in prison and given fines of TL 71 million each for having put up EMEP posters against the IMF, USA and the World Bank without permission. Gaziosmanpaşa Penal Court No. 2 suspended the sentences for 5 years.

Communist Party (KP)

On 19 March the Constitutional Court decided to give written warnings to the Turkey Sultan Party to delete the word "sultan" in its name, and to the Communist Party (KP) to delete the word “communist” in its name within 6 months. The decision, which was taken under the Law on Political Parties, was issued in the Official Gazette of 1 June. 

The decision of the Constitutional Court taken on the application of the Chief Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation, did not affect the Turkey Sultan Party as this party had dissolved itself on 13 March. The Communist Party, which was founded on 19 July 2000 and which declared that it would not change its name even if it received a warning, would have faced a trial at the Constitutional Court with the demand of the closure of the party should the word "communist" not be deleted from its title within six months after the warning of the Constitutional Court. However, the Communist Party dissolved itself and joined the Socialist Power Party (SIP), which decided on its 6th Extraordinary Congress on 11 November to change its name to Communist Party of Turkey (TKP). Thus, the process, which started with the decision of the Constitutional Court, ended. 

Socialist Power Party (SİP) / Communist Party of Turkey (TKP)

On 1 March unknown persons set fire to the building of ÖDP and SİP in Beyoğlu district of İstanbul. Neighbors and members of the parties extinguished the fire.

Fifteen members of SİP were detained in Karşıyaka, İzmir while they were selling the SİP publication "Komünist" on 7 April. In Basmane quarter of İzmir, 8 members of SİP were detained while they were putting up 1 May Labor Day posters of SİP on 25 April. The detainees were released the same day. 

On 4 April Eskişehir Penal Court banned the SİP poster “NATO is Harmful” on the ground that "the poster was humiliating the military forces." 

In İstanbul 6 members of SİP were detained while they were putting up SİP posters against NATO. On 4 April, SİP members Nadir Erol and Özgür Yardım were detained at Marmara University. On 22 May, about 20 members of SİP were detained while they were putting up SİP's 1 May Labor Day posters in various quarters of İstanbul. On 25, 26 and 27 April 24 SİP members were detained in various quarters of Ankara while they were putting up posters. All detainees were subsequently released. 

The police confiscated the car, the loudspeakers and posters of SİP, which were used for announcing the 6th Extraordinary Congress of the party that was held in Ankara on 11 November. The executives of SİP disclosed that their members had objected to the confiscation, but they had been detained and kept at Ankara Police HQ for some time. 

On 11 November SİP changed its name to TKP (Communist Party of Turkey) during the 6th Extraordinary Congress. In the Congress, members of the Communist Party joined the ranks of TKP. After SİP had changed its name, the Chief Prosecutor at the Court of Cassation applied to the Constitutional Court, requesting to issue a decision of warning against TKP for deleting the word "communist" from its name. The Prosecutor stated in his application that the political parties should not use the words such as "communist and fascist" in their names according to the Law No. 2820 on Political Parties. 

In Mecidiyeköy district of İstanbul 5 members of the TKP were detained on 29 November, when they put up posters for “human life” and a “people's ultimatum”. The detainees Volkan Çetin, Serap İşlemek, Işıl Adıgüzel, Mahir Arbuç and Haluk Başgüney were taken to Mecidiyeköy Central Police Station and kept there for 5 hours.

Virtue Party (FP) / Bliss Party (SP) / Justice and Development Party (AKP)

The Constitutional Court started to hear the case opened by the Chief Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation against the Virtue Party (FP) on charges of "becoming the center of anti-secular activities and being the continuation of the closed Welfare Party (RP)". During the session held on 12 December 2000 the Constitutional Court discussed Article 103/2 of the Law on Political Parties, which lists the criteria for assuming that political parties are the center of anti-secular actions and which complicates the closure of political parties. The Constitutional Court annulled Article 103/2 of the Law on Political Parties in line with the request of Chief Prosecutor Vural Savaş. 

The Constitutional Court had annulled this article in the trial opened with the demand of the closure of RP in 1998, without the request of the prosecutor. The article had been re-written on 12 August 1999. 

Article 103/2 of the Law on Political Parties that was annulled by the Constitutional Court read as follows: “A political party is regarded as the center of actions listed in the first paragraph, if the members of that political party resort to these actions extensively and this situation is covertly or openly adopted by the general assembly, central decision-making and executive board, Parliamentary group and executive board of Parliamentary group, or these actions are directly committed by the above-listed organs of the political party.” 

In line with this decision, it was decided that the Constitutional Court itself would determine the criteria of assuming a political party as the center of anti-secular activities, with reference to the provision of the Constitution under Article 68/4, which stipulates, “the actions of political parties cannot be in contradiction with the democratic and secular republic principles of the state.” With this decision, the Constitutional Court cancelled a provision of law for the first time on the request of a person other than those offices and persons, who have been entitled for such an application. The decision of the Constitutional Court will provide a case law for similar applications in future.

Prior to the hearing on 7 February, the prosecutor prepared an additional indictment against the FP. The indictment was sent to the Constitutional Court with the demand of closure. On 7 February, the Constitutional Court decided to combine this new indictment with the continuing trial. Therefore, a second preliminary defense was requested from the party. The second indictment demanded to drop the memberships of only two MPs, whereas in the original trial it was demanded that all MPs of the FP coming from the RP, except for Aydın Menderes, lose their mandate.

On 23 March the Chief Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation forwarded his summing up of the case on the closure of the FP to the Constitutional Court. He demanded the closure of the party, a ban on political activities of 28 leading members of the party and to drop the parliamentary mandate of İsmail Alptekin and Mehmet Özyol.

Besides, the Prosecutor also gave a verbal account of his opinion on the second indictment at the Constitutional Court. This was held in a closed session. After the session, Chief Prosecutor Sabih Kanadoğlu made a statement to the journalists, saying that he had repeated his opinions that he mentioned in the indictment and in his summing up of the case. 

The Constitutional Court decided to close the FP in its session of 22 June. The decision was based on FP's “actions against the secular principles of the Republic," which were regarded as violating Articles 68 and 69 of the Constitution and Articles 101 (b) and 103 of the Law on Political Parties. The judges Haşim Kılıç, Samia Akbulut and Sacit Adalı voted against this decision.

The Constitutional Court also decided to terminate the mandate of Nazlı Ilıcak (İstanbul MP) and Bekir Sobacı (Tokat MP). Besides, the 2 MPs and the party members Merve Kavakçı, Ramazan Yenidede and Mehmet Sılay were deprived of their political rights for a period of 5 years, starting from the promulgation of the reasoned verdict in the Official Gazette. Accordingly, these 5 people will not be able to be a founder, member or executive of a political party for 5 years. The detailed verdict of the Constitutional Court on the closure of FP was promulgated in the Official Gazette on 5 January 2002.

After the decision the seat distribution in Parliament changed. The number of independent MPs in parliament reached 113 and DYP became the main opposition party with 83 MPs.

Following the closure of the FP, the Constitutional Court took a decision on 19 July, which also applied to former Mayor of İstanbul Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. In its session on 19 July the Constitutional Court voted against the Prosecutor's request of warning the Rebirth Party (YDP) because of the continuing membership of the party's former Chairman, Hasan Celal Güzel, who had previously been banned from political activities. The Constitutional Court concluded that the membership of Güzel to a political party could not be regarded as a violation of the Law on Political Parties. Güzel had been sentenced under Article 312 of the TPC. With this decision of the Constitutional Court, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, who had also been convicted under the same article, might also be able to be involved in political activities. Erdoğan was the leader of “renewal” wing, one of the two groups that emerged after the closure of the FP. 

After the ban on political activities of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan was lifted, the “renewal” wing led by Erdoğan announced the formation of the “Justice and Development Party” (AKP; AK [White] Party). The application regarding the foundation of AKP was given to the Ministry of the Interior on 14 August. Most of the founding members of AKP were former members and executives of the FP. Erdoğan was listed among the founding members, although his status remained controversial. 

After the foundation of AKP, Chief Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation, Sabih Kanadoğlu, applied to the Constitutional Court, requesting the termination of the memberships of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and 6 female founders wearing headscarves. In his application he argued that Article 104 of the Law on Political Parties had been violated during the foundation of AKP. The chief prosecutor requested from the Court to issue a decision of warning to AKP for terminating the memberships of Erdoğan and Ayşe Böhürler, Ayşenur Kurtoğlu, Fatma Ünal Bostan, Habibe Güner, Sema Ramazanoğlu and Serap Yahşi Yaşar, who had been wearing headscarves. The prosecutor also asked for the abolition of the authorities given to Erdoğan under Article 77 of the party’s statute.

In its session of 9 January 2002, the Constitutional Court accepted the prosecutor's application on a warning to the AKP for terminating the membership of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. The decision on issuing a warning was made with 6 against 5 votes. However, the Court rejected the request of terminating the memberships of 6 female founding members and abolishing the authorities given to Erdoğan. This decision was taken unanimously. Accordingly, AKP should terminate the membership of Erdoğan in six months, or the Chief Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation may open a case against AKP requesting the closure of the party.

Meanwhile, it came out that Şişli (İstanbul) Public Prosecutor's Office would not start an investigation against Recep Tayyip Erdoğan concerning a speech he delivered in 1994 as the chairman of the Welfare Party İstanbul Branch. Şişli Public Prosecutor's Office had started examining this speech, but the possible offences had exceeded the time limit and the case was closed. It was reported that İstanbul SSC Prosecutor's Office had also started an investigation in 1998 in connection with the same speech by Erdoğan, but issued a decision of "non-prosecution" at the end of this investigation.

Workers' Party (İP)

In Adana 10 members of the Workers' Party (İP) were detained when they staged a protest during the visit of Economy Minister Kemal Derviş on 23 May. On the same day, 6 İP members, including the Secretary General M. Bedri Gültekin and İP Adana branch chairman Ecdet Güvel, were detained when they staged a protest near the 5 January Monument in protest against the earlier detentions. The detainees were released the next morning. 

Socialist Workers' Party of Turkey (TSİP)

Ankara SSC Prosecutor's Office started an investigation against the executives of TSİP for allowing the relatives of prisoners to stage a hunger strike in their office and for supporting the demonstrations in protest against the F-type prisons. Police officers, who had dispersed the crowd during the demonstration held at Kızılay Square in Ankara on 12 December 2000 in support with the death fast action in the prisons, afterwards raided the TSİP office. Chairman of TSİP, Turgut Koçak and the executives Hasan Yavaş and Necmi Özyurda were detained in connection with the raid, on the grounds that there were banners of illegal organizations in the office. Koçak, Yavaş and Özyurda were arrested by Ankara SSC on charges of "aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members."

In the meantime, Ankara SSC Prosecutor's Office prepared a file against TSİP, accusing the party of "becoming the center of illegal political activities," and sent this file to the Chief Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation. 

The trial launched by Ankara SSC Prosecutor's Office against the executives of TSİP on charges of "aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members" ended on 15 May. The court sentenced Koçak, Yavaş and Özyurda to 3 years 9 months in prison, each. The defendants were released after the verdict was heard. The Court of Cassation upheld this verdict on 24 October.

Democracy and Peace Party (DBP)

Diyarbakır SSC Prosecutor's Office launched a trial against DBP deputy chairman Bayram Bozyel and Diyarbakır branch chairman Şiyar Bozhan in connection with speeches they delivered during the 3rd Ordinary Congress of DBP Şanlıurfa branch in January. Again in January, Şiyar Bozhan was detained in connection with his speech during the congress of the HRA. Subsequently, a trial was opened against Bozhan under Article 312 of the TPC. DBP Chairman Yılmaz Çamlıbel testified at Ankara SSC Prosecutor’s Office on 5 December because of his speech at the congress of DBP Şanlıurfa branch. The trial, which was launched at Diyarbakir SSC under Article 312 of the TPC, was adjourned to 5 February 2002.

Şiyar Bozhan was detained in connection with the press statement he made on 21 December 2001 in protest of the operations in the prisons on 19 December. Bozhan was kept in detention for 3 days. Later Diyarbakır Public Prosecutor's Office opened a trial against him under Article 159 of the TPC on 13 March. The indictment accused Bozhan of "insulting the government and security officers." Bozhan was sentenced to 1 year in prison in the trial that ended at Diyarbakır Criminal Court No.3 on 9 July. The sentence was reduced to 10 months and suspended.

Diyarbakır SSC Prosecutor opened a case against DBP Chairman Yılmaz Çamlıbel on the ground that he had violated Article 312 of the TPC in his speech on the anniversary of the establishment of DBP.

The police prevented the members of İstanbul Political Parties’ Platform from reading out a press statement at İstanbul Beyazıt Square on 18 March. DBP İstanbul Provincial Organization Secretary Kemal Beysülen, Treasurer Yekta Demirkapı and Youth Commission Chairman Sait Akçan were also detained during the police intervention. The detainees were released the same day. 

Adana SSC Prosecutor opened a case against DBP Chairman Yılmaz Çamlıbel under Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law on charges of "disseminating separatist propaganda" in his speech on a local TV in Mersin during Newroz 2000. On 16 March Yılmaz Çamlıbel testified at Ankara SSC in connection with this trial. The trial was adjourned to 1 February 2002. A sentence of up to 1 year in prison is sought for Yılmaz Çamlıbel. 

Yılmaz Çamlıbel was put on trial at Mersin Penal Court No. 3 on charges of "violating the Law on Political Parties" in his speech during the Newroz celebration of DBP on 18 March. 

On 29 March Bayram Bozyel, deputy chairman of DBP, the Secretary General Fehmi Demir and the provincial chairpersons from Ağrı, Adana and Diyarbakır were detained at Habur border gate. The DBP executives were reportedly detained when they returned from a trip to Northern Iraq where they had visited Duhok, Süleymaniye and Halebja.

The police raided the DBP Diyarbakır office on 19 May. No one was detained, but the police confiscated some documents. Besides, a panel on “education in the mother tongue” organized by DBP was reportedly banned.

Yılmaz Çamlıbel was put on trial on charges of "violating the Law on Political Parties" in his speech during a festivity held by DBP Ağrı provincial organization.

10.2. Association, Foundations and Civil Initiatives

National Youth Foundation (MGV)

On 12 January the 10th Chamber of the Supreme Administrative Court (Danıştay) annulled the decision by the General Directorate of Foundations to close down 60 branches of the MGV. The Court established that there was no evidence for the alleged illegal and irregular practices as well as fraud at the MGV branches. 

On 19 March Ankara SSC No. 2 continued to hear the case of 28 members of the dissolved Welfare Party (RP), MGV and the Independent Industrialists and Businessmen Association (MÜSİAD). Necmettin Erbakan, once chairman of the dissolved RP was one of the defendants in this trial, which had been launched by Ankara SSC Prosecutor on 15 March 1999. Besides, the prosecutor requested the closure of MGV and MÜSİAD on the ground that they educated militants and provided finance for "Milli Görüş" (National View). In the hearing on 19 March Prosecutor Nuh Mete Yüksel read out the 11-page summing up of the case. He asserted that "Milli Görüş" had been supported by organizations such as MGV; MÜSİAD, EASM and HUDER, and he accused “Milli Görüş“ of “aiming at overthrowing the constitutional order and replace it by a State based on the sheria”. He said: "They have become very successful in this activity by using the means of democracy, although they do not believe in democracy and they have organized within the state and its organs after becoming a coalition partner in the government. However, the process which started with the decisions taken by the National Security Council on 28 February 1997 stopped this crime before it was actually realized."

This trial, known as the "Milli Görüş" trial, ended at Ankara SSC on 20 April. The court board remarked that charges against 25 of the defendants, “the attempt of changing the constitutional order of the State to an order of the Sheria” might fall under Article 7 of the Anti-Terror Law. As this provision was included in the Law on Conditional Release and Suspension of Sentences, the Court suspended the trial for 5 years. The charges against former MPs Şevki Yılmaz and İmdat Kaya were separated, as they had not testified to the court, and the accusations against Adnan Demirtürk were dropped because he had died on 15 May 1999. The trial had been opened with the demand of the death penalty against former MPs Ahmet Tekdal (once deputy chairman of RP), Şevki Yılmaz, Hasan Hüseyin Ceylan and İbrahim Halil Çelik under Article 146 of the TPC. For the defendants Ali Nabi Koçak, İmdat Kaya, Erol Yarar, Ali Bayramoğlu, Ahmet Akgül, Süleyman Mercümek, Adnan Demirtürk, Nevzat Laleli, Tacettin Çetinkaya, Yılmaz Bölükbaşı, Sadık Küçükgünay, Mecit Dönmezbilek, Fikret Erçoban, Ahmet Ertok, Abdülkadir Geylan, Muzaffer Baydar, Ali Tandoğan, Mehmet Bozgeyik, Mustafa Akgün, Mükremin Karakoç, Mehmet Karaman, Tuncer Tabak, Asım Sezen and Nuh Mehmet Solmaz sentences of imprisonment were sought under Article 146/3 of the TPC.

Amnesty International (AI)

The Council of Ministers did not allow Amnesty International to open a section in Turkey. The initiative for the Turkish Group of Amnesty International made a statement regarding the developments. Accordingly, they had applied to the Ministry of Interior on 9 November in order to receive permission for opening an AI section in Turkey. In a letter of 18 November the Ministry of Interior replied that "the decree had been submitted to the Council of Ministers, but it was not proceeded as the ministers regarded the project as improper." Reportedly mainly the ministers of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) avoided signing the decree. 

The Progressive Journalists Association (ÇGD)

A court case was opened against the board members of the Progressive Journalists Association (ÇGD) İstanbul branch in connection with the press statement they made on 24 July, the 91st anniversary of the lifting of censorship. The indictment prepared by Beyoğlu Prosecution Office sought prison terms of 3 to 5 months for the chairman Faruk Arhan and the board members Evrim Alataş, Serpil Kurtay, Şaban Dayanan, Hatice Yaşar and Sultan Seçik for violating Article 44 of the Law on Associations. The defendants were acquitted in the first hearing held on 25 January.

Eskişehir branch office of ÇGD was the target of a bombing in the night of 24 January. No casualties were reported. 

Dicle University Student Association (DÜÖ-DER)

On 18 February Dicle University Student Association (DÜÖ-DER) was closed for the third time on orders of the State of Emergency Region Governor’s Office. The decision was based on Article 11 of the Law on the State of Emergency Region. DÜÖ-DER was first closed in May 2000 and then closed for the second time, shortly after having been reopened.

"Hundred Flowers Blossom" Culture Center (YÇKM)

In İstanbul the “Hundred Flowers Blossom” Culture Center was sealed by the police. A statement made by the executives of the center read that the police had come to the center on 3 February and requested to cancel the program “Be a human with human rights” which had been scheduled for 4 February. The next day the police came to the center and sealed the cafeteria and the meeting hall, thus preventing the program.

Yenişehir Municipality Youth Club Association

In Diyarbakır the Youth Club of Yenişehir Municipality was reopened on 1 March after having been shut down by Diyarbakır Governor's Office on 30 November 2000 for 3 months under the State of Emergency Region Law. The association could stay open for 10 minutes, and then it was closed again for another 3-month period on the same grounds.

People's Houses (Halkevleri)

The trial launched against 29 people, including the chairpersons of Dikmen, İlker, Mamak, Seyranbağları, Kalaba and Keçiören branches of the People's Houses started at Ankara SSC on 23 March. In the hearing, the 3 defendants under arrest, Dikmen People's House Chairperson Şükran Eken, İlker Branch Chairperson Tarık Çalışkan and People's House Treasurer Galip Karakoç were released. In the trial which had been launched because of the People's Houses actions against F-type prisons, the prosecutor sought sentences against the defendants Tarık Çalışkan, Galip Karakoç, Şükran Eken, Neşe Ceyhan, Nurgül Demirkaya, Selim Erçelik, Osman Kılıç, Tarık Çalışkan, Hüseyin Kurt, Melek Çiçek, Alaattin Özdoğan, Leyla Kamışlı, Erhun Yılmaz, Mehmet Karakurt, Musa Gönel, Erdem Karabulut, Mehmet Dülger, Nazım Yazırlı, Yaşar Çırık, Güler Salihoğlu, Mahir Doğan, Ali Gölpınar, Ufuk Ponpe, Ali Atakay, İsmail Özdemir, Yeter Canbay, Özlem Yıldırım, Lale Sevim, Galip Alankuş, Hasan Çelik and Özlem Doğan on charges of "aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members" under Article 169 of the TPC. The trial ended on 3 December. The court acquitted the defendants.

Social Aid and Culture Association for Migrants (GÖÇ-DER)

The police raided the headquarters of the Social Aid and Culture Association for Migrants in İstanbul on 18 May. The raid was based on the suspicion that "the association had illegitimate international contacts outside its scope as listed in its statute." Among the detainees Mahmut Özgür was released the same day and Metin Çelik was released on 20 May.

Initiative of Peace Mothers

The "Peace March to Amara", which was organized by the Initiative of Mothers of Prisoners and which would have ended at Amara village of Halfeti, Urfa, was obstructed by the police. Six people were detained. Buses coming from İstanbul, İzmir, Mersin, Adana, Antalya, Van, Diyarbakır and Antep were stopped on the road. Şefika Topuz, Ahmet Naşa and Mehmet Şirin Gözen, who were in the buses coming from Diyarbakır, and Fatma Kıvanç, Celal Babur and Melike Yücel who were in the busses going to Halfeti through Antep were detained by the police. Besides, each of the minibuses was given a fine of TL 240 million, and the bus coming from İzmir was banned from traffic.

Mesopotamian Culture Center (MKM)

The activities planned by the Mesopotamian Culture Center (MKM) in İstanbul relating to the 10th anniversary of its foundation on 7 July were banned on orders of İstanbul Police HQ.

On 14 August the police raided the MKM and Dicle Culture Center for Women (DKKM). MKM members Ayten Atay, Nail Yurtsever and Şemsettin Başçı were detained during the raid. The detainees were reportedly released the next day.

In İstanbul a person named İlker Atasever threatened MKM staff with a knife on 23 November. According to the statement made by MKM on 26 November, the staff managed to push the intruder outside, and informed the police. However, the police allegedly did not take any action, while the man stayed close to the office for some time. In was also reported that the windows of the offices were broken on 24 November. The next day Hatice Çoban, board member of the MKM went to Beyoğlu Police Station and there the same person attacked her. Although she filed an official complaint, İlker Atasever was released in the evening, came to MKM office and threatened the staff again.

On 29 November the police in İstanbul raided the offices of MKM and the Anatolian Culture Center (AKM). Emin Konar and Güllü Alp were detained at the MKM and Özlem Turan and Hüseyin Akçiçek were detained at the AKM. Özlem Turan and Güllü Alp were released the same day, Emin Konar and Hüseyin Akçiçek on 3 December.

The Contemporary Jurists' Association (ÇHD) 

The trial against Gülay Erpul, former chairwoman of İstanbul branch of ÇHD, started at İstanbul Criminal Court No. 6 on 10 July. The charges of "insulting the Republic” under Article 159 of the TPC were brought in connection with an official complaint she had lodged with İstanbul Public Prosecutor's Office on 4 January. There were no important developments in this trial in 2001, and the hearing was adjourned to 6 February 2002.

The trial against lawyers Murat Çelik, former chairman of ÇHD, Bahri Belen and Göksel Aslan started at İstanbul Bakırköy Criminal Court No. 5 on 31 October. The lawyers had erected a tent outside Bakırköy Prison to protest against the so-called “Protocol of Three” (Ministers of Justice, Interior and Health) on the situation in the prisons, and they had been put on trial on charges of "staging an illegal demonstration." The trial continued on 10 December. During the hearing lawyer Bahri Belen rejected the charges against him. The hearing was adjourned to 11 February 2002 for compilation of missing documents. This trial was opened at a criminal court in line with the Law on Lawyers.

Genç Ekin Culture and Art Center (GESAM)

GESAM was closed by decision of İstanbul Governor's Office. GESAM member Ayşegül Sandalcıoğlu held a press meeting at HRA İstanbul Branch. In this meeting Sandalcıoğlu stated that GESAM had been raided twice by the police on 13 and 14 July. She said that she and other workers of GESAM had been detained during the raid on 14 July and they had been tortured while in custody. They were held in custody for two days during which they were kept handcuffed and tortured. She added that they had lodged an official compliant against the police officers at Beyoğlu Police HQ. On 24 July a demonstration was staged on İstiklal Street in protest of the closure of GESAM. The police dispersed the demonstrators and detained 10 of them.

Association for Free Thought and Education (Özgür-Der)

On 25 September members of Özgür-Der wanted to sent letters to Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit demanding to stop supporting the US's politics of war The police intervened in the action at Fatih Post Office and did not allow the protesters to read out their press statement. Eleven people were detained including Hamza Türkmen, chief editor of the journal “Haksöz” and its reporter Rıdvan Kaya.

Union of Alevite-Bektashi Associations (ABKB)

The trial against the Union of Alevite-Bektashi Associations (ABKB) with the demand of closure started at Ankara Penal Court on 3 October. The hearing was adjourned to a later date for receiving the Ministry of Interior's file against the ABKB. According to the indictment, the phrase "ABKB carries out studies for teaching the Alevite and Bektashi culture" as stated in the statute of ABKB was a violation of Article 5 of the Law on Associations. 

Meanwhile, the investigation of Ankara Public Prosecutor’s Office against the executives of ABKB on allegations of “discrimination of religion and sects” resulted in a decision not to prosecute.

Pir Sultan Abdal 2 July Culture and Education Foundation

Ankara Governor's Office banned Pir Sultan Abdal 2 July Culture and Education Foundation's campaign of collecting signatures demanding that schools be exempted from costs for electricity and water. According to the ban, the signatures could only be collected near the foundation’s office.

Tohum Culture Center

On 6 November the police raided Ankara Branch office of Tohum Culture Center and detained staff members Fadime Kılıç and Servet Çıracıoğlu. Kılıç and Çıracıoğlu were released on 10 November. 

Van Culture Center (VKM)

The police raided the office of Van Culture Center on 14 November. Subsequently the VKM was closed on the grounds of "carrying out activities outside its scope."

Uşak Anarchist Autonomy Organization

In Uşak Muammer Özgür Küçüktekin, Ahmet Serkan Tomar, Sabri Serkan Kazak, Onur Ayaz and Rahmi Tiril were detained on charges of "being members of Uşak Anarchist Autonomy Organization," a name heard of for the first time. The detainees were arrested by İzmir SSC and put on trial on charges of "establishing and being members of an illegal organization." The defendants were put in Uşak Prison and the trial was to start on 13 February 2002. 
10.3. TRADE UNIONS and PROFESSIONAL CHAMBERS

İstanbul Bar Association

The Ministry of Justice started an investigation against the executive board of İstanbul Bar Association, requesting the dissolution of the board on the grounds of the support allegedly provided for protests against the F-type prisons. The communication of the Minister sent to Beyoğlu Public Prosecutor's Office on 11 January read as follows: "It has been concluded by examination of newspaper and TV headlines that the Executive Board of İstanbul Bar Association took a decision to protest the F-type prisons. The aforementioned decision is illegal and against the purposes of bar associations as specified in Article 76 of the Law on Lawyers. For this reason, I refer this issue to your attention and request your reply regarding the necessary prosecution."

In return Beyoğlu Public Prosecutor's Office wrote a letter to İstanbul Bar Association, asking if the executive board had taken such a decision or not. İstanbul Bar Association Chairman Yücel Sayman said the following in connection with this letter:

“They are just like a shy child, and they do not know what to do. I spoke to the judge who drafted the letter. I said to him, 'It is impossible to protest prisons. We are criticizing the approach regarding the execution of sentences. It is our duty to talk about proper implementations. If it is not our duty to criticize the execution of sentences and talk about this issue, then whose duty is it?'." 

Sayman said that he would resign if the Executive Board gave its consent and added the following: "And I will become a candidate again in the next elections. I prefer to choose this way in order to stage a democratic attitude, otherwise things are likely to develop just like a street fight." The Executive Board held an extra-ordinary meeting on 23 January to reach a decision on the resignation of Sayar. After this meeting Sayman said, "The board members said that it was too early to resign. We haven't taken a decision yet. It was my own idea and it will be on the agenda in this process."

The investigation ended in May with a decision not to prosecute. Beyoğlu Public Prosecutor's Office concluded that the statements made by İstanbul Bar Association in connection with the F-type prisons were not violating the Law on Lawyers."

Turkish Medical Association (TTB)

TTB Central Council 

Ankara Public Prosecutor's Office opened a case against the TTB Central Council on 9 January, requesting the dissolution of the council. Ankara Police HQ had approached the prosecution in connection with a press statement made on 22 December 2000. The trial started at Ankara Judicial Court No. 15 on 28 May. TTB Central Council Prof. Dr. Füsun Sayek, Secretary General Eriş Bilaloğlu, Deputy Chairman Metin Bakkalcı, four members of the Central Council and their lawyers attended the hearing. The trial ended on 11 June. The hearing was conducted at Ankara Judicial Court No. 11, as the judge in Court No. 15 was not on duty. In summing up the case the public prosecutor requested to dismiss the case as there were no evidence indicating that the defendants had acted with malice intention." The court dismissed the case.

Bursa Medical Association

Bursa Medical Association Secretary General Bülent Aslanhan and physicians Hamdi Uğur, Şule Akköse and Arif İsmet Adanur were put on trial at Bursa Penal Court No. 2 with the demand of sentences between 2 months and 6 months in prison under Article 526/1 of the TPC on charges of "refusing to obey the orders given by an official body" and "supporting the death fast of prisoners". The case started in March without informing the defendants. During the hearing on 18 June the defendants rejected the charges. The trial did not come to an end in 2001.

TTB's Protest Act of "Writing Prescriptions with a Red Pen"

In January TTB started a protest act of "writing prescriptions with a red pen" in order to draw public attention to the physicians' request of working under better conditions. In June, an administrative investigation was started against 3 physicians at Urfa State Hospital for supporting the TTB's protest act. Physicians Ekrem Uysal, Abdurrahman Baltacı and Cafer Siyahhan were allegedly "caught red-handed while writing prescriptions with red pens at the hospital." In a letter to the governor’s office the Provincial Health Office Deputy Chairman Dr. Faruk Aslan claimed the following: "When the security forces arrived at the hospital, it was found out that the defendants had written prescriptions with red pens. During the search a placard of TTB was confiscated. This placard read, 'we write our prescriptions with red pens. We demand our rights. Better wages for performing the profession under better conditions and for providing better health services.' The defendants used red pens while writing their prescriptions in order to voice their professional problems and the right of getting organized. These prescriptions are not accepted by pharmacies. For these reasons, it has been concluded that the defendants have abused their duties..." The 3 physicians applied to Antep Regional Administrative Court, demanding to stop the investigation. The Court concluded, "the investigation was against the law in terms of its contents and procedures."

TTB Honorary Board

The Chief Prosecutor of Ankara opened a case against 9 members of the TTB's Honorary Board on claims that "they had incited people to commit suicide" in a press statement they made on 17 April 2001. In this statement TTB Honorary Board criticized artificial nourishment of a prisoner on hunger strike in İzmir, despite the fact that he had rejected the treatment when he was able to make his own decision. The prosecutor interpreted this statement as “persuasion to suicide” and demanded sentences of between 3 and 10 years' imprisonment for the defendants Şükrü Hatun, Özen Aşut, Faik Çelik, Günel Gedik, M. Bahar Gökler, Cem Kaptanoğlu, Mahmut Ortakaya, Mustafa İhsan Özgün and Faik Urbarlı under Articles 454 and 64/1 of the TPC.

Article 454 of the TPC defines the crime of "inciting people to commit suicide and helping them in this act". Article 64/1 of the TPC refers to "complicity." The trial commenced at Ankara Criminal Court No. 5 on 27 November. In their defenses the physicians Mahmut Ortakaya, Şükrü Hatun, Cem Kaptanoğlu, Mustafa İhsan Özgün, Faik Urbarlı, Bahar Gökler, Güner Gedik and Faik Çelik stated that they had taken part in the drafting and publicizing of the incriminated statement. In the hearing on 4 December the prosecutor asked to acquit the defendants on the grounds that the merits of the case were inconsistent. The trial ended in acquittal of the defendants.

Trade Union of Staff Members of Judicial and Execution Organs (Tüm Yargı Sen)

Ankara Public Prosecutor's Office opened a case against executives of Tüm Yargı Sen because of the "act of leaving their workplaces on 21 November." Tüm Yargı Sen Chairman Tekin Yıldız, executive board members Bekir Akkaya, Kutlay Öztürk, Yıldız Çakmak, Dursun Öztürk, Hürriyet Pınar, Ankara Branch executive board members Necdet Bekçi, Fatma Akkuş, Ali Yücel Şahin, Kamuran Emir, Figen Öner and Nano Kaya were prosecuted in this trial, which commenced on 28 March 2001 and ended on 26 December. Ankara Penal Court No. 20 acquitted the defendants on the ground that the merits of the case were inconsistent.

On 6 February Ankara SSC Prosecutor's Office opened a case against Tüm Yargı Sen Chairman Tekin Yıldız and 16 executives on charges of “aiding an illegal organization and sheltering its members." The indictment claimed that executives of Tüm Yargı Sen had taken a decision for holding actions in protest of F-type prisons. During these actions people had shouted slogans such as "No F-type prisons", "human dignity will gain against torture," "no cells but money to the laborers". The trade union had participated in the "Platform against Cells" which consisted of some associations and NGOs. The indictment claimed, "Tüm Yargı Sen is not a trade union which is struggling for their members, but was actually founded to give support to illegal organizations." The trial commenced at Ankara SSC on 20 March.

During the hearing held on 24 May, the SSC prosecutor read out his summing up of the case. "Illegal organizations have brought certain legal organizations such as associations, foundations and trade unions under their control and directed them for actions in order to secure the success of the protest they have been staging against the F-type prisons," he claimed.

The trial ended at Ankara SSC on 6 September. Tekin Yıldız, Ankara Branch Chairman Necdet Bekçi, Edip Binbir, Dursun Öztürk, Yıldız Çakmak, Hürriyet Pınar, Kutlay Öztürk, Ahmet Tanboğa, Bekir Akkaya, Figen Öner, Fatma Akkuş, İncihan Çağlayan, Erol Çavuş, Kamuran Emir, Nano Kaya and Ali Yücel Şahin were each sentenced to 3 years 9 months in prison under Article 169 of the TPC. This was the first conviction of executives of a civil organization for their statements on "F-type prisons." Prior to this decision, İstanbul SSC had banned publications of stories on hunger strikes and prisons" on 14 December 2000, and governors had issued a circular following this ban.

After this trial, the Ministry of Justice suspended chairman Tekin Yıldız, SG Edip Binbir, executives Hürriyet Pınar, Yıldız Çakmak, Ahmet Tanboğa, İncihan Çağlayan, Dursun Öztürk, Kutlay Öztürk, former executive Erol Çavuş, Ankara Branch executives Kamuran Emir, Fatma Akkuş and Nano Kaya from duty. Ankara Branch executive Figen Öner had previously been suspended from duty in connection with another trial.

The defendants took the case to the Court of Cassation, which quashed the original ruling by Ankara SSC at the beginning of December. The Chief Prosecutor of the Court of Cassation said in his communication on the decision that "the merits of the case were inconsistent" and that "the indictment did not clearly explain how the defendants had aided members of an illegal organization in prison by making statements on F-type prisons."

Meanwhile, Tekin Yıldız and 23 executives and members of Tüm Yargı Sen were “exiled” outside Ankara. Ankara Justice Prosecution Commission completed its investigation about Tekin Yıldız, who was exiled to Nevşehir, and 6 members of Tüm Yargı Sen in Ankara, Figen Öner, Kamuran Emir, Erol Çavuş, Bekir Akkaya, Nanu Kaya and Ahmet Tandoğan, concluding that these civil servants should be dismissed from duty without being given the option of becoming a civil servant again. The report of the Commission said: "It has been concluded that the aforementioned people supported actions staged by illegal organizations against the F-type prisons; they criticized the practices of the Ministry of Justice and thereby aided illegal organizations by disturbing the peace and work atmosphere of public institutions. We refer the file to the High Disciplinary Board of the Ministry of Justice, requesting that the aforementioned people should be dismissed from duty and should never be appointed again as civil servants under Article 125/E-a of the Law on Civil Servants No. 657."

Confederation of Trade Unions in the Public Sector (KESK)

On 6 December Tahsin Yılmaz, former spokesman of KESK Kayseri Branches Platform was acquitted in the trial launched against him at Kayseri Penal Court No. 2 on charges of "organizing an illegal demonstration". Yılmaz had been put on trial in connection with the meeting held by KESK on 23 December 1999 in protest of the government's decision of 15% increase in the wages of civil servants. He had been sentenced to 15 months in prison and fined TL 50 million at the of the trial, but the Court of Cassation had quashed this verdict. 

KESK Diyarbakır Branches Platform was not allowed to perform celebrations of the 6th anniversary of its establishment, on the ground that "invitations to this celebration were written in Kurdish." 

The work places of teachers İrfan İmrek and Ayhan Avşar, members of Eğitim Sen, were changed in Mersin province for having participated in a KESK demonstration in Mersin on 26 May. Besides, 91 members of the trade union SES, an affiliation of KESK, were exiled outside the provinces they were working at. 

“The Draft Bill on Trade Unions of Civil Servants”

The draft law on trade unions in the public sector was accepted by the Planning and Budget Commission of the Parliament on 15 May and referred to the General Assembly. The draft bill did not include the right of strike and collective bargaining for public workers.

When the debates at the Commission were continuing, a report was introduced by a sub-commission after talks with trade unions such as KESK, Memur-Sen, Kamu-Sen, TÜHİS and Kamu-İş expressing the view that trade unions in the public sector should not be restricted to bargaining on wages but also for the improvement of the working condition. The report also stated that the right for strikes and public bargaining would not disturb the public order. However, this report was not considered in the draft bill.

According to the draft bill, civil servants, who are not members of a trade union, would also benefit from improvements that would come out of collective negotiations. Nevertheless, the Commission reported that this situation would negatively affect the trade unions. 

The draft bill divides the staff in public institutions into 10 different working areas: offices; education, science and culture, health and social services, local administration, press, broadcasting and communication, banks and insurance companies, roadwork, buildings and village services, energy, industry and mine working, transport, agriculture and woods. Personnel in prisons and members of the Armed Forces and Ministry of Defense are not allowed to organize in trade unions. Thus, the trade unions Tüm Yargı-Sen and Asım-Sen would have to be dissolved.

The Law on Trade Unions of Public Servants was adopted by the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) on 7 June and ratified by President Ahmet Necdet Sezer on 11 July.

Protests against the "Law on Trade Unions of Civil Servants"

On 15 May demonstrations were staged in various provinces in protest against the draft bill. Incidents broke out during the demonstrations in Ankara, Diyarbakır and Mersin. In Ankara, the police surrounded Güvenpark and its neighborhood early in the morning. The police did not allow the civil servants to enter the park and detained 21 executives and members of trade unions affiliated to KESK. In reaction, the civil servants staged sit-ins on Atatürk Street and outside the Eğitim Sen Headquarters in Ziya Gökalp Street. The detainees were released at the end of the demonstration. 

In Diyarbakır the police used force while dispersing the crowd at Ofis quarter, and detained 15 people, including Tüm Yargı Sen Branch Chairman Aziz Yaşar, Haber Sen Branch Chairman Emin Gürel and Enerji Yapı Yol Sen Branch Chairman Yakup Keskin.

In Mersin the police used force while dispersing the civil servants, who gathered outside the branch office of Eğitim Sen, and detained 19 people. The teacher Cevat Ulaş had a heart attack after he was beaten by the police.

KESK also organized a march from İstanbul to Ankara in protest of the draft bill. The protesters were stopped in Yalova on 24 May, after they left İzmit early in the morning. The police used truncheons and tear gas to prevent the demonstrators from entering Yalova. 10 people were slightly injured. The convoy later continued to Bursa after the wounded civil servants received medical treatment at hospital. 

KESK organized a demonstration to be held in Ankara on 26 May, but the then Ankara Governor Yahya Gür banned this meeting. The police stopped participants coming from various provinces far outside Ankara in Polatlı, Elmadağ and Gölbaşı and told them that the meeting had been banned. In Polatlı 10 people were slightly injured in a clash between the police and the civil servants. Then civil servants passed the police barricade and staged a sit-in on the highway for about 2,5 hours. Further clashes occurred when the civil servants blockaded the whole traffic at 10.30am. People from Adana, Mersin, Hatay and eastern and southeastern regions were stopped near Gölbaşı. Around 12am the governor of Ankara gave permission to a demonstration, so that the civil servants went to Ankara. Some 200 people were detained in Ankara at 10am while they were waiting at the Hippodrome for their colleagues coming from other provinces. The police also took security precautions at Kızılay Square. A crowded group of demonstrators, who gathered outside Eğitim Sen Branch on Ziya Gökalp Street, were beaten and detained by the police. About 200 civil servants started a march towards Kızılay on Mithatpaşa Street. The police blockaded the road and the demonstrators staged a sit-in. These civil servants were also beaten and detained by the police. Some small groups gathered at Kızılay Square at noon, despite the police's efforts of stopping them. After the governor permitted the demonstration at noon, the police started to loosen the security precautions and groups gathered at the Hippodrome. At 2pm they started a march towards Kızılay. The meeting of thousands of civil servants ended at 5pm. About 600 civil servants were detained during the incidents. 493 were held in a sports hall at the Police HQ. The police intervened when the detainees in the sports hall shouted slogans and danced halay. Three people were injured during the police intervention. When the demonstration was over the detainees were released.

On 25 June civil servants gathered at Ankara Kızılay Square when the draft bill was on the agenda of parliament. The police dispersed the demonstrators by force. The civil servants first assembled at Güvenpark in Kızılay at 3pm and started a march towards parliament when they heard that the draft bill was under debate there. The police stopped them immediately. In reaction, the civil servants blockaded the traffic on Atatürk Street and staged a sit-in. In the meantime a committee led by KESK Chairman Sami Evren went to the office of Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit, but they failed to see him and the demonstrators continued the sit-in. The police used colored water, gas bombs and pepper gas in order to disperse the demonstrators at about 7.30pm. In response civil servants threw stones and bottles on the police officers. Civil servants dispersed after this short clash and assembled again on Sakarya Street. The police threw gas bombs on them. Sixteen were beaten by the police or poisoned by the gas bombs and taken to hospitals. Seventeen of the people who were detained during the demonstrations were released the next day, the others on the same day. 

In Samsun 31 people were detained during the demonstration on 25 June. They were released the same day. Five people were detained on 26 June when they attempted to read out a press statement.

In Sıvas the Public Prosecutor's Office opened a case against KESK Sıvas spokesman Durmuş Baştürk and 11 executives of trade union branches in connection with the press statement they read out on 31 May. The indictment sought sentences up to 3 years in prison for Durmuş Baştürk, Mehmet Ali Korkmaz, Mustafa Akyol, Satılmış Başkavak, Hacer Çakmaklı, Güngör Malkoçoğlu, Adnan Özçelik, Hidayet Yıldırım, Üstüner Erdoğan, Elif Karadeniz, Filiz Yıldırım and Dündar Akbulut on charges of "holding an unauthorized demonstration."

The draft bill was again protested on 7 June in several meetings all over the country. Incidents broke out during the demonstrations in Mersin and Ankara.

In Mersin the civil servants gathered outside the office of Eğitim-Sen branch in Çankaya district, but they were stopped by the police when they attempted to march to SSK Regional Directorate in order to read out a press statement. Upon this the demonstrators staged a sit-in, which lasted for about 2 hours. When the crowd made a second attempt to cross the police barricade, the police used truncheons. Fourteen people were injured during the incident including 6 police officers. The police detained 25 people including KESK Spokesperson Ferbağ Fırat, SES Branch Chairman Yılmaz Bozkurt and Eğitim-Sen Branch Chairwoman Ayşe Eren.

In Ankara, protesters assembled on Ziya Gökalp Street at noon and then staged a sit-in. After arrival of Sami Evren, who had a meeting at parliament, protesters wanted to march to Kızılay. The police threw gas bombs on them. Many people in the vicinity were poisoned by the bombs. The clashes between the police and the civil servants continued at back streets until 7.30pm. A total of 8 people including Eğitim Sen executives Ömer Buzludağ and İbrahim Mamak were injured in this incident.

Trade Union of Education, Science and Culture Laborers (Eğitim-Sen)

Many trade union activists were exiled outside the State of Emergency Region starting from January 2001. The number of these activists, who were exiled from Diyarbakır, Tunceli, Bitlis and Mardin reached 57. Especially members of Eğitim Sen were subjected to this practice. They could not take judicial actions against the decisions of exile as the Governor of the State of Emergency Region had taken them.
 It needs to be noted that only a small number of these teachers, who were exiled outside the region to western provinces, were subjected to a judicial process. Executives of Eğitim Sen stated that decisions of exile had been merely political. Tunceli Governor Mustafa Erkal said in a press meeting on 30 January that "they had not dismissed the teachers but only changed their work places, and that they had serious evidence against the teachers which showed that they had disturbed the peace in the city and committed crimes." 

In Tunceli, about 1500 people held a demonstration on 13 February in support of Eğitim Sen and in protest against the exiles. The police used force while dispersing the demonstrators. The police drove armored vehicles on the demonstrators, beat them up, squirted pressurized water and drove dogs on them. Twenty demonstrators were detained, including Eğitim Sen Branch Chairman Kemal Tumar.

On 18 February Diyarbakır Democracy Platform held a press conference on the problem of exiles. About 1000 people participated in this meeting. Osman Baydemir, the Deputy Chairman of HRA, said that 471 civil servants had been exiled from the region since 1992. Ali Öncü, Chairman of Petrol-İş Branch and the Spokesman of the Platform, said that all the executives of the Eğitim-Sen Diyarbakır branch were exiled. The trade union activists, who were subjected to decisions of exile, carried black bandages over their mouths during the press conference.

The police raided Eğitim Sen Headquarters in Ankara on 2 May. The raid was carried out on instruction of Ankara SSC Prosecutor's Office. The police reportedly confiscated some journals during the raid. Executives of Eğitim Sen disclosed that the police had recorded the raid with a camcorder and told them that they had been looking for a statement on F-type prisons, but they had confiscated journals, which were sold legally, instead. 

In Şırnak, 7 members of Eğitim Sen were put on trial on charges of "praising the PKK." The 7 teachers İhsan Gören, Nevaf Güneş, Mehmet Şahin, Sedat Serçik, A. Ekber Çağlan, Özgür Barış Mercan and Nazım Bartan were exiled on decision of the State of Emergency Region Governor before waiting for the result of the trial at Diyarbakır SSC.

A trial was opened against Eğitim-Sen Chairman Alaaddin Dinçer on charges of "insulting the state" in a press statement he made on "the Council for Higher Education and Problems of the Education Laborers" in Giresun in 2000. The trial launched under Article 159 of the TPC shall commence at Ankara Criminal Court No. 5.

In the night of 26 September the police raided the office of Eğitim Sen Diyarbakır Branch and confiscated a vast amount of publications and invitations prepared by the trade union in Kurdish and Turkish on the occasion of World Teachers’ Day on 5 October. In 2000 the police had confiscated similar invitations and executives of Eğitim Sen branch had been put on trial. Following the raid on 26 September, Branch Chairman Hayrettin Altun and board members were put on trial. The indictment by SSC Prosecutor's Office claimed that Eğitim Sen executives "disseminated separatist propaganda" by preparing the invitations in Turkish and Kurdish. The State of Emergency Region Governor banned the festival which was scheduled for 5 October World Teachers' Day.

Petrol-İş

On 3 July the police intervened in a protest action of workers outside the rubber factory “Üçyıldız” in Bursa. The workers had been dismissed from job for "being members of Petrol-İş trade union," and they had started the protest outside the factory on 6 May, which continued 58 days until the police intervention. The workers Turhan Öz, Rasim Altun, Besim Altun, Şemsettin Dede, Hasan Aras, Efraim Çelik, Kemal Akdeniz, Özer Demirtaş and Sabahattin Küçük were detained on 3 July on allegations of “obstructing the production”. They were released the next day.

Trade Union for Workers in the Transportation Sector (TÜMTİS)

On 7 July Cafer Kömürcü, İzmir branch secretary of TÜMTİS was wounded to his leg by an armed attack of Zeki Karakuzulu, the owner of the company Nak Kargo. Later Zeki Karakuzulu surrendered to the police and said that he had to defend himself against the workers. In return the workers Özkan Kılıç, İmirze Öztürk and Hıdır Ray were detained. The police dispersed the group of workers, who were waiting for the detainees outside the courthouse and detained Seyfi Erez there. All of the detainees were released shortly afterwards. Zeki Karakuzulu was put under arrest.

In İstanbul the police detained TÜMTİS Chairman Sabri Topçu, Perpa (İstanbul) representative Tuncay Sağıroğlu, İstanbul branch executive Rıza Ballı and members Hüseyin Diri, Özcan Balkın, Aydın Çelebi. The detainees were taken to İstanbul SSC Prosecutor's Office on 13 September. When the SSC issued a decision of non-authorization; they were taken to Şişli Public Prosecutor's Office. After testifying there, the trade unionists were released pending trial.

In İstanbul workers of “Aktif Dağıtım” Logistics Company, who were dismissed from work for being members of TÜMTİS, started an action of resistance against the company. On 23 November these workers were invited to İstanbul Police HQ, Department of Smuggling and Organized Crime in order to give their testimonies on previous incidents, and 26 of 31 workers were detained there. On 24 November they were taken to Şişli Courthouse. Members of TÜMTİS gathered outside the courthouse. The police dispersed the crowd and detained TÜMTİS Organization Secretary Şükrü Günsili, TÜMTİS Perpa representative Tuncay Sağıroğlu and workers Birol Bozkurt, Yılmaz Doğan, Metin Uluca and Alim Ayyıldız. These workers were released after giving testimonies. 

Sabri Topçu, the chairman of TÜMTİS, and TÜMTİS executives and members Tuncay Sağıroğlu, Rıza Ballı, Hüseyin Diri, Özcan Balkın, Aydın Çelebi and Cem Taylan Günel were detained by the police who raided their houses in the night of 7 September. The trade unions activists disclosed after release that they had been subjected to torture in detention. The activists were reportedly detained on charges of "kidnapping and beating a person named Hamit Çakıcı, who did not follow the decision of strike, taken by members of TÜMTİS working at Aktif Dağıtım Logistics Company." The detainees were taken to İstanbul SSC Public Prosecutor's Office on 13 September, which decided not to be competent in that case. Then the trade unionists were taken to Şişli Public Prosecutor's Office, where they were released pending trial. 

Worker Mehmet Kaya, who was invited to testify at a police station in Gazi quarter of İstanbul on 10 December, was detained on charges of "obstructing the production and attacking people who wanted to stop him" during the resistance of workers, who had been dismissed from their jobs at Aktif Dağıtım. 

TÜMTİS Ankara Branch Chairman Nurettin Kılıçdoğan, board member Selahattin Demir and members of TÜMTİS Hüseyin Akdoğan, Şükrü Akdoğan, İsmail Erdoğan, Alaattin Coşkun, Abdullah Vural and Efendi Kaplan were detained on 7 December. 

TÜMTİS Finance Secretary Rıza Ballı and İstanbul Branch executive Hasan Doğan were detained on 10 December when they went to Bursa Başak transportation company, which had dismissed members of TÜMTİS, despite a provision of the collective bargaining signed between TÜMTİS and the company. TÜMTİS Education Secretary Gürel Yılmaz was detained when he went to Zeytinburnu Police HQ in order to ask for the whereabouts of the detainees. The 3 activists were released the same day. Zeytinburnu Public Prosecutor's Office reportedly issued a decision of non-prosecution for these activists.

Trade Union for Shipyard Workers (Limter-İş)

In Tuzla, the shipyards area of İstanbul, approximately one thousand workers staged a protest on 4 September demanding an improvement in working conditions. Workers blockaded the road for about two hours starting from 7.30am and wanted to walk to Ship Construction Industrialists Society (GISAB); but the police stopped them. Workers assembled outside Tuzla Shipyard for making a press statement, and then walked to the office of Limter-İş. The police stopped them and detained Limter-İş Chairman Kazım Bakış, Deputy Chairman Hakkı Demiral, Secretary General of Basın-İş (Trade Union for Press Workers) Kamil Kartal and 31 workers. The detainees were released the same day. A case was launched against Kazım Bakış, Hakkı Demiral, Kamil Kartal and other workers for “holding a demonstration without permission”.

Trade Union of Turkish Producers in the Agricultural Sector (Tür-Köy-Sen)

İsmail Cansu, Chairman of Tür-Köy-Sen Zile (Tokat) Branch was detained in Güzelbeyli town of Zile. He was reportedly detained for “organizing illegal demonstrations and collecting money without permission”. He was released after five hours.

Trade Union of Health and Social Services Laborers (SES)

SES Mersin Branch Chairman Yılmaz Bozkurt and some physicians, who worked at Mersin State Hospital and health centers, Mahsun Kırtaş, Nuri Aydoğan, Mehmet Şahin, Mehmet Akif Gültekin, Nezir Gültekin, Sabri Soysal, Halil Doğan, Mehmet Yavuz, Zeki Sinan Doğan and İlker Karataş were exiled. SES Mersin branch executive Ayşe Bakaç and her husband Cemal Bakaç were exiled to Yozgat. The decisions of exile were reportedly taken by the Ministry of Health on advise of the Ministry of the Interior.

� The number of seats of the AKP in Parliament reached 51 when independent MPs joined. It became the fifth biggest party in Parliament. The independent MPs who joined AKP were mostly MPs from defunct FP. Sadık Yakut (Kayseri MP) who had resigned from the MHP, Necati Çetinkaya (Manisa MP) and Hüseyin Çelik (Van MP) who had resigned from DYP, and Ertuğrul Yalçınbayır (Bursa MP) who had resigned from ANAP also joined the AKP.


� According to Article 7 of the Law Establishing the Office of State of Emergency Region Governor, “No judicial action can be started in connection with the administrative practices based on the authority given to the Governor of the State of Emergency Region." Pressure on and restrictive measures against NGOs, political parties and trade unions opposing the "policies of the state" as determined by the National Security Council and the government following it continued in 2001. Executive members of political parties, associations and trade unions were detained and put on trial. Some associations were closed. Branches of trade unions in the State of Emergency Region faced intensive pressure. Several executives of these trade union branches were detained and exiled outside the region.
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